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Spare the Rod

“JERRY DOESN'T LIKE -our teacher. She
bawled him out for drawing pictures instead
of studying spelling,” Joe declared.

“Well, 1 knew all the words,” said Jerry
in defense. “Anyway, Joe has the idea that
people bawl you out because they love you.
Did you ever hear of that, Mrs. Thomas?”

THE ELDERLY LADY waited a moment be-
fore answering. The two fifth-graders from
her Sunday school class had stopped at her
house for cookies and conversation on their
way home from school. She knew from ex-
perience how well they could argue a point.

But before she could answer, Joe inter-
rupted “I never said all people. But some
people scold you because they love you. My
father said so, and it's even in the Bible—

isn't it, Mrs. Thomas?”

The lady nodded. “There’s a proverb, ‘He
who spares the rod hates his son, but he
who loves him is diligent to discipline him.’
Sometimes parents have to punish you for
your own good, because they are concerned
about how you’ll grow up.”

“BuT IT DOESN'T SAY anything about
teachers,” said Jerry.

“I’'m sure the proverb applies to them,
too,” Mrs. Thomas assured him. “If they
didn’t love boys and girls, why would they
be teachers?”

As the boys raced off to play, Mrs.
Thomas was sure that there would be at
least one fifth-grade teacher whose disci-
pline in the future would be respected by

her pupils.
—ERNESTINE S. DAUM
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THE CHURCH IN THE NEWS

Church defeats medical school plan

Priests in Roman Catholic churches of
New Jersey urged their congregations to
vote against a plan for a state-supported
medical school. Result in state-wide bal-
loting on Nov. 2 was: “Yes"—536,387
... “No"—685,591.

Proposal to borrow $25 million to
launch the state’s first medical and dental
school was supported by both political
parties, medical associations, taxpayers’
association, and labor unions. Roman
Catholics held up their attack until two
weeks before the election. At masses on
Oct. 24 and 31, and in newspapers of
the Camden, Trenton, Newark, and
Paterson dioceses the church launched a
campaign against the medical school.

In August a 50-year lease was secured
by Roman Catholics on Jersey City’s $80
million medical center, where they plan
to open their own medical school next
September under sponsorship of Seton
Hall University of South Orange. A state
medical school, said Roman Catholics,
would give the church institution unfair
competition.

“It is possible,” two Lutheran pastors
surmised in a letter they circulated in the
New Jersey Synod in late October, “that
an effort will be made to have Seton Hall
University Medical School recognized as
the state medical-dental school, and re-
ceiving financial aid from the state. We
all know what this would mean.” The
pastors were Dr. Harold Haas of Jersey
City and the Rev. Rufus Cornelsen of
New Brunswick.

Protestants win on Michigan bingo
A Protestant-Roman Catholic battle at

the polls in 1953 on legalizing church-
sponsored bingo in New Jersey had been

4

won by Roman Catholics. This month
in Michigan a bingo proposal was de-
feated by a thin margin.

Strenuous campaigning by Protestant
groups such as Michigan’s state council
of churches and city councils in Detroit,
Lansing, and elsewhere, got credit for
beating the bingo proposal.

The bingo question dropped out of
politics in New York’s 1954 election
when both parties agreed to support a
bingo bill in the state legislature next
year. An amendment to the state consti-
tution may be needed to achieve this

purpose.

Endress speaks on bingo
“Bingo-supported churches that are en-

deavoring to win political candidates to
their side,” said Dr. Henry Endress,
United Lutheran stewardship secretary,
should ask themselves whether “a Chris-
tian church is true to its mission when it
adopts a method of church support that
gets money out of members and non-
members for church projects while they
gamble for laughs and prizes.”

Should a Christian church, asked Dr.
Endress, “seek a position of special privi-
lege within the law in gambling programs
that so often lead to exploitation and cor-
ruption when operated by professionals?”

It is necessary, said Dr. Endress, “for
Christian churches and their members to
stand up against certain movements that
promote secular practices within  the
church and that encourage gambling
tendencies.”

Dr. Endress gave a three-point pre-
scription: 1) “Vote against bingo.” 2)
“Refuse to join in bingo games promoted

to support churches or other charitable
causes.” 3) “Give your positive Chris-
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tian testimony ip 5 kindly but firm way

for the principles of Christian steward-
ship.”

Nun in court on lottery charge

A 10-year-old parochial school pupil
in Merced, California, tried to sell the
county district attorney, Don C. Mayes,
a $1 lottery ticket on two 1955 automo-
biles. Mr. Mayes filed complaints against
Sister Superior Mary Peter of Our Lady
of Mercy School, charging her with vio-
lating the state lottery laws and contribut-
ing to the delinquency of minors.
" This month Judge Flossie Lobo over-
ruled demurrers filed against the com-
plaint. Attorney for the nun, C. Ray
Robinson, said a “not guilty” plea will
be made when the case comes to trial.
Mr. Mayes said “this case is being prose-
cuted by my office as all other matters,
that is, by treating all people alike under

Horror “Comics” CoMe Out
Des Moines druggists voted to clear their
store racks “of all objectionable comics
of the weird, horror and sex type” as part
of nationwide move 10 safeguard children
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the law, and by disregarding the relivion
or wealth of those who violate the stat-
utes.”

State police raided a bingo game in 4
Roman Catholic church at Morrow.
Louisiana, in September. It was “the first
time in the history of Louisiana.” said
the sheriff, “that state police ever raided
a church.”

Anti-Oxnam congressman won

A Congregational minister in Los
Angeles ran against Donald L. Jackson
in California’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict for a place in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. It was Mr. Jackson, as a
member of the House Committee on Un-
American Activities, who said Bishop G.
Bromley Oxnam “serves God on Sunday
and the Communist front for the balance
of the week.”

Mr. Jackson won the election from the
Rev. S. Mark Hogue by a wide margin
this month. Mr. Hogue said he “went
into this campaign for a very special pur-
pose and I believe it was accomplished,
at least in part.” He said he believes Mr.
Jackson “will be permanently slowed
down in his careless and irresponsible
attacks on the clergy.”

Representative Harold H. Velde, chair-
man of the House Committee, was re-
elected in Illinois. Chairmanship of the
committee when Democrats organize the
House will probably go to Rep. Francis
Walter of Pennsylvania, a member of
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Easton, Pa.

Pennsylvanians elect a Lutheran

It had been 75 years since a Lutheran
was governor of Pennsylvania. Although
Lutherans outnumber any other Prot-
estant group in the state, they have been
less active in politics than members of
other large denominations.

This month a York county poultry
George Leader—who studied

farmer,
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three vears at Gettysburg College—was
clected as Pennsylvania’s chief executive.
He is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, York.

A grandson of Henry M. Muhlenberg,
John Schulze, was Pennsylvania’s first
Lutheran governor (1823-29). There had
been two others in 125 years, George
Wolf (1829-35) and Frederick Hartranft

(1873-79).

Georgia votes segregation

Citizens of Georgia got ready this
month for an attempt to block the appli-
cation of the U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion against segregation in public schools.
On Nov. 2 they ratified an amendment to
the state constitution permitting use of
public funds to support private schools
in which race segregation could be main-

TR

‘‘‘‘‘

Chading shows one week’s crime prograins

b

tained. But the amendment received the
support of only 53 per cent of those
voting.

The Georgia Council of Churches op-
posed the school amendment, calling
“upon all church bodies, local and re-
gional, to make a calm, intelligent Chris-
tian study of the issues involved and then
to speak openly and uncompromisingly
for action in accordance with Christian
principles.”

Churches debate segregation

Across southern United States the
school segregation question was a top
topic at church assemblies.

SoutH CAROLINA. Methodist Confer-
ence warned that “to compel a parent,
whether white or Negro, to send his child
to school and at the same time to compel

s

CriVE AND HORROR ON TELEVISION IN WasHinGgTON, D. C.

hetween 4 .and 10 P.M. on four TV stations
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the child to live under conditions which
the parent regards to be detrimental to
the highest interest, would, in our judg-
ment, introduce problems of serious im-
port.” Foes of segregation tried to get
the resolution tabled, but lost 289 to 148.

ALABAMA. Methodist Conference said
“it is our honest conviction that it is for
the good of both races that separate
schools for whites and Negroes be main-
tained,” but called on “our people to
obey the laws of our nation.”

OKLAHOMA. Phillips University, a Dis-
ciples of Christ school, decided to enroll
Negro graduate students but not under-
graduates. Thirteen ministers petitioned
in favor of admitting Negro undergrad-
uates (now prohibited by state law) say-
ing “the law of God supersedes the laws
of man and demands the final loyalty of
any Christian.”

NORTH CAROLINA. The U.S. Supreme
Court decision on segregation is “a true
interpretation of our Christian faith and
our American democracy,” said the
Methodist Conference, which called on
Methodists “to resist attempts to incite
racial antagonisms.” In High Point the
white and Negro ministers’ associations
voted to merge.

ARKANSAsS. Baptist hospital in Little
Rock granted temporary staff privileges
to three Negro doctors, permitting them
to bring their private patients into the
hospital.

Texas. Presbyterian Synod called on
its institutions and agencies to operate
on an unsegregated basis. “Enforced
racial segregation is discrimination which
is out of harmony with Christian theology
and ethics,” the synod stated.

TENNESSEE. The School of Theology
of the University of the South (Sewanee)
admitted its first Negro student for the
three-year course. (One had attended
summer school in 1953.)
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VIRGINIA.  Richmond ministers’ asso-
ciation was told to balance “divine dis-
content” with “divine patience.” Dis-
ciples of Christ at annual convéntion

commended Supreme Court school deci-
sion.

Church construction exceeds estimate

Predictions had been that church build.
ings costing a half-billion dollars would
be constructed in the United States in
1954. At the end of October the tota]
was already $472 million.

Buildings begun in October were es.
timated to cost $58 million—highest one-
month total ever recorded by the U.S.
Departments of Labor and Commerce,
The 1954 construction is 24 per cent
above the 1953 figure.

Offerings are way up

Average contribution of U.S. church
members last year was $45.36 in 47
Protestant and two Eastern Orthodox
churches. This was $3.42 more than the
year before, said the Rev. Thomas K.
Thompson of the National Council of
Churches. Six Canadian churches re-
ported average giving of $33.49,

Seventh-day Adventists had the high-
est average in 1953, $173.35 per member.
United Lutherans, giving an average of
$45.68 in 1953, were in 35th place among
54 U.S. and Canadian denominations,

Total giving by 33 million individuals
was $1,537,132,309 in the 49 U.S. de-
nominations, of which 80 per cent was
for local congregational expenses and
building funds, and 20 per cent for gen-
eral church causes.

Clash in South Africa

Roughest race segregation in the world
had developed in Africa, the black man's
homeland. The Dutch who began their
settlements in South Africa 300 years ago
were planning this month to move 60.000
Negroes from their homes in Johannes-
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burg. This is part of their program of
complete separation of white and colored
races.

“This wholesale deportation means that
many who are evicted will receive no
compensation for the houses they have
bought or built, and the freeholds they
have purchased with their savings,” said
Britain’s archbishop of York, Dr. Cyril
Garbett. “As Christians, we must make
it clear that we regard this policy and
these acts as un-Christian, tyrannical, and
dangerous.”

The South African government planned
tough treatment for churches that criti-
cize its race policy. Mission schools for
Negroes subsidized by the government
for many years, would soon find most of
their financial support cut off, the govern-
ment threatened. “The influence of nearly
2 thousand missionaries from foreign
lands could be very great among the Ne-
groes,” said the Johannesburg Transvaler,
a newspaper supporting the government

policy.

Canterbury criticizes

Britain’s archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Geoftrey Fisher, joined the chorus of
critics of South African race separation.
The right of churches to hold property
in the Negro areas is to be on an annual
subject to cancellation whenever
f the church tenant are
deterioration in

basis,
the activities o
~such as to encourage
the relationships between natives and the
covernment,” Dr. Fisher pointed out.
" “That is totalitarianism, and differs not
At all from the suppressions of civic free-
dom and church life in Communist coun-
tries.” Dr. Fisher said. “It is strange that
the South African government does not
begin to suspect its own wisdom when
it finds itself imitating the methods of
Communist government and control.”

8

South Africans explain
If white settlers in South Africa had

not thrown “an impenetrable armor of
racial purity and self-preservation™
around themselves, explained South Af-
rica’s Premier Daniel F. Malan, they
would have been submerged in “the black
heathendom of Africa.” The Dutch Re-
formed Church of South Africa, he said,
“is‘ prepared to do all in its power to im-
plement a social and cultural segregation
which will redound to the benefit of both
sections.”

In the United Nations Trusteeship
Council last month the representative of
Iraq, Awni Khalidy, said, “How far re-
moved is the Dutch Reformed Church
and its doctrine of racial supremacy from
the Sermon on the Mount?” In South
Africa the Dutch Reformed Church mod-
erator, the Rev. C. B. Brink, replied that
his church stands “for a policy of sep-
arate development for each ethnic group
as the only policy by which the complexi-
ties of our multiracial society can be
overcome and justice be done to every-

one.

Pacifists want food gift to China

The hungry Chinese were hungrier
than usual this fall, as record-breaking
floods in the Yangtse and Huai valleys
destroyed huge supplies of rice. “If thine
enemy hunger, feed him,” said the Fel-
lowship of Reconciliation, an American
pacifist group.

Pacifist proposal was that the U.S.
should send “a generous portion” of
American surplus food as a gift to Red
China. “We think of this as an €xpres-
sion of Christian concern for hungry peo-
ple, not as a strategy of the cold war,”
<aid Alfred Hassler, editor of Fellowship.

Mr. Hassler said his group hopes that
“some of the mountains of surplus food
jamming America’s granaries and store-
houses may be used to save the lives of

”
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GERMAN LUTHERANS HoLD SYNOD SESSION
Don’t want “complete uniformity,” said Bishop Meiser

hungry people.” He said Americans
might learn to think in terms “of a dif-
ferent kind of approach” from bombs and
other weapons in dealing with our “ene-
mies.”

Lutherans of Germany seek unity

A truly united Lutheran church of
Germany would “make an old dream of
our fathers come true,” said Bishop Hans
Meiser at the synod meeting of Lutherans
of Germany last month. The synod rep-
resents 10 territorial churches which have
17 million members.

Progress toward unity, reported at the
synod meeting held in Braunschweig, in-
cludes development of a common liturgy
for the German churches. This liturgical
reform. said Prof. Christhard Mahren-
holz, “puts an end to a long development
marked by destruction and decay of litur-
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gical practices, and testifies to our new
understanding of religious order.”

The Braunschweig convention adopted
a liturgy for Sunday worship and for bap-
tism and confirmation. A common
hymnal, new lectionary, and uniform tex:
of Luther’s Catechism had been com-
pleted earlier. The goal is not “complete
uniformity in all fields of church life,”
said Bishop Meiser, but unity “on g
higher plane.”

Relation of German Lutherans to the
Evangelical Church of Germany, a fede-
ration of Lutheran and Reformed
churches, was debated. Lutherans are
critical of the Evangelical Church’s Over-
seas Department, which is headed by Dr.

Martin  Niemoeller. Lutherans wish (o

conduct their own foreign missjon pro-
grams.



World News Notes

A GERMAN HAS WRITTEN a book about
the “land without dreams’”—West Ger-
many. It is an attempt by a German
journalist to see his country as it is,
miraculously recovered in its body but
not in its soul. Says author Horst Moen-
nich in the Sonntagsblatt, weekly maga-
zine published in Hamburg: “I have trav-
eled through the most disillusioned coun-
try on earth.”

It was a “dark country” Moennich set
out to rediscover, a country where the
efforts of the individual to survive are
such that he has no time for anything
else. He works “like an alcoholic who
drinks to forget. Sometimes,” writes
Moennich, “I felt people were glad they
had no spare time because they would
not have known what to do with it.”

Senior high school students in a West
German town were given this theme for
a composition: “Is there anything you
would risk your life for?”

One youngster wrote: “The fatherland
means nothing to me.” A girl replied:
“There are so many graves. And invalids,
with faded cap in hand, laugh at the
words of ‘liberty’ and ‘fatherland.” They
say. ‘liberty doesn’t exist and the father-
land wasn’t worth the sacrifice.”

The question of freedom is on every-
body’s mind, Horst Moennich relates.
But the feeling prevails that it can’t be
found. He says laborers and white-collar
workers would talk to him reluctantly.
“We know better than to say anything
against management,” they said. “We'd
risk our jobs.”

BuT 1T was NoT freedom of speech
that was most conspicuously lacking. It
was the inner freedom that Moennich
couldn’t find.

“Why do vou drive so hard?” he asked

10
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GERMAN VACUUM

one of the executives of a large corpora-
tion. “Your division works smoothly.
You make money. Why can’t you relax?
Is there anybody who can slow down the
murderous pace?’ The executive didn’t
know. “It’s the principle,” he said at
last. “The company comes first.”

These people, Horst Moennich con-
cludes, “live in a poor land, still divided,
which paid for the lost war by losing its
dreams.” :

THIS ANALYSIS REVEALS a striking simi-
larity with the first postwar period of the
early twenties. Then, too, Germany- Was
a “land without dreams.” ~And young-
sters confessed in school: The fatherland
means nothing to me. When Hitler came,
he filled the vacuum, and there was little
resistance. e

It is this situation that prompted the
Sonntagsblatt, which published excerpts
from Moennich’s report, to write edi-

torially:
“When the first company of German
soldiers marches again through the

streets, the great test for the German
people begins. Every German will then
have to show to what use he has put his
experience, And this test will tell us what
our future will be.”

“Marriage loans” are a new incentive
devised by the West German government
to encourage young people to get married
regardless of the financial problem this
involves. They also educate the young
generation in planning for the day when
they’ll have to support a family. Under
the plan, any single German who has a
minimum savings account of $125 can
apply to his bank for a marriage loan not

in excess of double the amount he saved.
—ROBERT E. HULDSCHINER
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THE crisis in education is gaining mo-
mentum. New crops of children are
reaching school age without enough
school buildings to house them or enough
teachers to teach them. The continuing
rise in the birth rate promises more acute
problems in the next decade.

The broadsides of vicious criticism
which have been aimed at the schools,
combined with inadequate salaries, have
kept some of the best potential teachers
from choosing teaching as a profession.
Leaders in education and government are
realizing that drastic steps must be taken
to save our entire school system from
deterioration.

Discussion
THE DEPARTMENT of Health, Educa-

tion, and Welfare has launched a new
effort to sort out the most serious prob-
lems and to arouse public sentiment for
their solution. In the fall of 1955, a
White House Conference on Education
will be held in Washington which will
bring together top leaders in the field.
They will tackle the toughest questions
and try to come up with some construc-
five answers.

In preparation for the White House
Conference, a series of statewide confer-
ences will be held during this fall and
winter. Realizing that educational prob-
lems are largely local, and that their solu-
tion must come from the people closest
to them, the U.S. Office of Education is
depending on these preliminary meetings
to lay the groundwork for the national
conference. They are expected to under-
score the most urgent needs and alert the
public to the seriousness of the situation.

Whether or not the state conferences
fulfill their purpose depends on how they
are planned and carried out. In some
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CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION

cases, the governor has not even cop-
sulted the educational leaders of his state.
In others, the governor seems likely tq
use the meeting as a springboard to op-
pose racial integration.

On the other hand, some governors
have taken the matter seriously. Together
with state and local educational leaders,
they have laid plans for a thorough airing
of such problems as lack of classroom
space, shortage of teachers, limited finan-
cial resources, inadequate salaries, and
poor curriculum planning.

WHERE THESE and kindred problems
are faced honestly, the first step has been
taken toward their solution. But o
amount of discussion will meet the situa
tion unless out of it grows a plan for spe
cific action. From each state conference
there should go to the White House Con-
ference not only an appraisal of the dif-
ficulties involved, but reports of steps
which have already been taken at the
state and local level.

On the other hand, the federal govern-
ment should not be allowed to bow out
of the picture as though it had no share
of the responsibility. The problems in-
volved are too deep-rooted and complex,
too integral to our national life, to shove
the whole burden onto the states and
localities.

If the growing deficit in buildings,
facilities, and personnel is to be brought
into balance, federal, state, and local re-
sources must be combined. In the S4th
Congress, one of the top priorities should
be federal aid to education, which has
been postponed for more than two dec-
ades. The growing crisis in education
can no longer be sidestepped. It calls for
prompt and responsible action.

—ROBERT E. VAN DEUSEN



Reindeer Ranchers
Form Church's

Arctic Outpost

By LEONE KAHL

Lutheran Church of Sweden
sponsors work among nomads

in the Santa Claus country

WHEN | MENTIONED visiting the Lapps,
my Swedish friends expected me to take
the routine trip most tourists make. It
includes a comfortable luxury train to
Abisko, a small boat trip across Torne-
task Lake to a small Lapp fishing village,
a night in a kata (pronounced coat-ah)
sleeping on birch branches. This satisfies
hundreds of hurried sightseers every year.

But I was not pressed for time. My
interest was in the nomad Lapps who
for generations have followed a trail of
an average 125 miles over mountain
passes and icy terrain herding reindeer.
It is more or less a “follow the leader”
occupation. When the herd decides that
digging reindeer moss is t0o difficult
through the ice-crusted earth the leader
moves to another grazing spot. The
herdsman calls the dogs, bundles his chil-
dren and supplies on sleds and follows
the leader. From April until September
these caravans move over the Arctic
lands. More than 3,000 nomads con-
tinue in this hereditary life as reindeer
owners.

[T was ARRANGED early in July that I
meet Rector Lennart Wallmark who was,
at that time. pursuing some special
courses and lecturing at Uppsala Uni-

versity. We discussed my plans. He

12

Congregation leaving church at Gellivara in
Swedish Lapland after service held in connec-
tion with Lapp rally which occurs annually,

mapped out my itinerary. With several
letters of introduction to tribal leaders
and herdsmen, together with a photog-
rapher from the Swedish Tourist Club, I
started off on my journey to Lapland.
Since none of the Lapp settlements
is on the beaten path we drove to Jokk-
mokk, the Lapp capital city and home of
the Lutheran School, then on to a small
fishing village, Lusspebryggan, where we

Mrs. Kahl is a Texan who traveled exten-
sively in the Scandinavian countries on a
scholarship granted by the Texas Swedish
Cultural Foundation. A former teacher, she
is now an artists’ agent and lecturer.
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stored the car and made for our moun-
tain base, Saltolukta. A small boat car-
ried us to a half-way point and from
there we hiked five miles in order to pick
up another boat that was to land us
within a mile of the tourist station where
we were to base our activities,

A huge log in the fireplace there glowed
a warm welcome. Mountain climbers
shared coffee and sausage sandwiches with
us as we discussed plans for the follow-
ing morning. A young student working
at the tourist station during vacation was
to be our guide on our first formal call
in Lapland. She knew the country very
well and had made many friends among
the Lapps, particularly the family to
which our first letter was directed.

“You WILL LIKE Mr. and Mrs. Spik
very much,” she assured me. “All Lapps
seem strange and unfriendly at first but
when they know you they are very Kind.
Little Maria Spik is a precious baby, too.
She is too young to attend school in
Jokkmokk and like all the little children
travels with her parents during the rein-
deer trek. From April until September
teachers are sent along the trails with the
Lapp families. The nomad-teacher com-
bines the formal ABC lessons with na-
ture-school so dear to the hearts of all
the Lapp children.”

We walked along a boggy path for two
miles before we came to a small hut,
shaped somewhat like the Eskimo igloo.

“That is the Spik kata,” my guide in-
formed me. “You wait here by the
brook and I'll go on ahead. They may
be having breakfast and it will be best
that I speak to Jova Spik alone.”

We waited while the low door was
opened by a small man with quizzical,
slanting eyes; then suddenly closed. Qur
monitor soon joined us and it was well
she did for my heart sank with the brevity
of her talk. Could it be that I was not
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to meet these people I had come so far
to know?

“They are eating now,” she said.
“When they have finished Mr. Spik will
come out.”

In a few minutes the little man was
on his way to greet us. His quick, tiny
steps in the turned-up-toe shoe and his
radiant smile revealed a welcome. As
we were presented he hurriedly took my
letters—all of them—then opened one
that seemed most important to him. [
am not too certain that it was the one
Rector Wallmark had written him for I
never got any of the letters back.

“THE REINDEER are crossing the moun-
tains; everyone will be passing by here
this few weeks,” Mr. Spik told the inter-
preter to tell me. That seemed to be suf-
ficient information for me at that mo-
ment. Later I realized 1 had met with
his approval and his intention was to
take over our little visiting party.

We walked to the kata to meet his
family. I stood to the right of the door
until formal introductions were made.
Mrs. Spik continued her weaving as her
husband spread a beautiful deerskin
over the clean birch branches on the
floor and invited me to sit down. While
the men were having a political discus-
sion Anna Maria and I looked at the
brightly colored yarns and the baby
dresses she had finished. Without a com-
mon language we got along very well
and soon she began showing me some
cherished photos of her family.

The workmanship of the kata interior
was beautiful. Two arched tree trunks
were polished for the rounded roofing
pattern: the log siding was interlaced like
a beautiful tapestry. In the center of
the floor a ring of stones housed a fire-
place over which hanging kettles steamed
with boiling reindeer stew. On the hot
stones little glow-cakes (an unleavened
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meal cake) were being baked. Two very
unfriendly dogs were lying sullenly in
one end of the kata but the puppy had
curled up in my lap.

“He'll never make a herd dog,” my
host remarked. “A good Lapp dog ig-
nores everyone but his owner.”

After many days tramping in the
mountains and some unforgettable eve-
nings around the Lapp supper board
where we dined on raw salted fish, rein-
deer sausages, blood pudding, coffee with
salt and reindeer cheese as a substitute
for sugar and cream our party left for
the lowlands. “Pouris, pouris” (good-
bye), in Lappish and a promise that we
would all meet again in October in Jokk-
mokk at the Missionary School marked
our parting.

THE JoKKMOKK Missionary School un-
der the Swedish government and the Lu-
theran Church directs the religious, cul-
tural, social, educational and economic
life of the Lapp. From Oct. 15 through
the middle of April the activities interest
all ages. It affords, also, a modern board-
ing school for the smaller children. Large,
airy classrooms, well-equipped manual
training and home economics depart-
ments, a large cafeteria and modern
kitchen, spacious auditorium and admin-
istration building comprise the project.
Day school is for the children; night
classes in language, manual arts, sewing,
social sciences and religion are open to
all adults.

Social life centers in the school. One
evening I was delightfully entertained
as I sat in on a conference regarding
reindeer profits. The Lapps are a tri-
lingual group and Swedish, Norwegian
and Lappish were tossed around like a
football. Although there was criticism
there was no condemnation; the Lapp is
always jovial no matter how profound
the problem. During this meeting Rector
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Wallmark  skillfully and intelligently
guided the discussions as the tribesmen
and herdsmen presented their objections
regarding some state controls in the
reindeer industry.
Later I asked Dr. Wallmark, “What
was the particular contention? What con-
clusion has been reached?”

“THE REINDEER, Mrs. Kahl,” he ex-
plained, “is sold on foot by the Lapp.
Each deer averages $75 from which a tax
must be paid. The real profit is in proc-
essing the meat which is quite a delicacy
on the smorgasbord (the luxuriant table
which groans with every conceivable dish
any gourmet could imagine). Naturally
our Lapps would enjoy these profits
which are now a part of private enter-
prise among Swedes. It would be a great
step ahead for the Lapp but we must
educate them in industrial and economic
responsibility before they are able to as-
sume such responsibility. They love to
follow the herd but it is debatable whether
they would enjoy the routine of a pack-
ing and processing business. This is one
of the problems and the school helps
clarify many issues between the state
and the Lapps.”

I recalled the many talks I had had
in the mountains with the Lapps. All
were anxious to co-operate with Rector
Wallmark and everyone spoke of him
with high esteem. Now I realized what
a friend they had in the missionary
leader.

During the next few days I visited the
various departments of the school. All
the teachers are graduates of Lund or
Uppsala universities, The directors of
the industrial school division and occupa-
tional work are skilled in their line.

“Our younger boys,” Dr. Wallmark
explained, “we are training for business
or industry. They choose the pattern
they want to follow.”
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Sunshine at Midnight,
Darkness at Noon—
That's Life in Lapland!

Lapland is a region of northern Europe
which includes parts of Sweden, Norway,
Finland and Soviet Russia. Lying mostly
above the Arctic Circle, it enjojys consistent
temperatures—consistently cold! The August
average is 56 degrees; in January it aver-
ages 5 below. In winter there are two
months of unbroken darkness; in summer two
months of nothing but daylight in this land
of the midnight sun.

Inhabited by about 30,000 Lapps and
350,000 reindeer, this lake
country has strange vegetation, odd birds,
lots of fish. lts small villages are a cluster
of windowless huts. Travel is by foot in
summer, on sleds or skis in winter.

mountainous

Rich mineral resources and the lures of
hunting and trapping have brought about
a change in the customs of the Swedish
Lapps, as Mrs. Kahl's article indicates. A
more settled existence is replacing the no-
madic life which these folk have followed
for many centuries.

THE WOODWORKING, machinery and
electrical departments were operating at
full capacity. Many of these boys will
find work in the giant electrical plants,
the iron industry and paper mills. These
offer the new way of life for the nomad

Lapp.

YOUNG GIRLS are being educated in
the modern way of homemaking; wash-
ing machines, electric refrigeration, mod-
ern kitchens with stainless steel sink and
running water supplant the primitive life
in the kata. The younger generation
seems avid for learning. Houses in Jokk-
mokk with beds and mattresses, tables
and chairs are a contrast to the nomad
way of living. The Lapps love it and the
missionary school is guiding the adjust-
ment and at the same time trying to pre-

November 17, 1954

serve the beauty of the old culture. The
number of nomad Lapps, however,
decreasing.

Several boys and girls were delighted
to practice their English with me as we
glanced through some magazines. They
were curious about our American Indian
and his educational advantages ang
pleased to see such crafts as basketry_
jewelry, belts, wooden bowls and spoons
that strongly resembled. in their work-
manship, the peculiar art of the Lap-
lander.

“Do you know any Indians?” they
eagerly questioned. )

“Yes, indeed,” I proudly replied. *|
have spent quite some time with our
Indians.” Then I told them of our Indian
festivals, a few Indian customs and what
the Lutheran Church was doing among
the Apache tribe in Arizona. )

is

“You sHouLbp stay for Candlemas,” one
young man remarked. “Then you would
see all of our festivities. It’s a big fair.
The first day we set up our booths and
displays in the town; then go to church
to hear all the marriage banns and funeral
services. That’s where we meet all our
friends. and we have good times.”

Marriage ceremonies are performed in
Lapland once a year. Nothing is more
beautiful than the Lapp bride in her
white deerskin wrap. The second day
of the fair the Lapp Council meets at
the mission school when reindeer rights,
fishing permits, new brands for inherited
herds and pasture lands are up for dis-
cussion. The third day is one the young
folks love. Snowshoe races, skiing meets
and lasso contests provide a time for fun
and friendship that ends all too soon for
these nomads above the Arctic Circle. It
was with regret that I said goodbye to a
beautiful, jovial people of high moral
standards and great stamina,
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Life Always Gets Us Involved

By RALPH W. LOEW

But when we become completely understanding of the needs
of others, we find peace, security and hope for ourselves

A YOUNG DOCTOR paused in a hospital
hallway the other day to talk to a
preacher. “Suppose,” he said, “that you
had found the cure to a dread disease
such as cancer. You knew without a
doubt that you had found the secret.
Then you just went home, satisfied, and
you told no one about it. What would
you think of such a person?”

The answer is obvious. When a person
has discovered a secret to personal happi-
ness, or a blessing for the world in which
he lives, he goes out to share it. That's
the beginning of all the worthy move-
ments that have inched this world toward
any kind of progress. The educational
movement, the conquering of filth and
disease, the deep burning search for a
sense of community are a part of this dis-
covery. We are meant to share ideas, to
spread truth, to uncork mind and life so
that something can spill over and reach
others.

AT THIS POINT every honest person
discovers something he hadn’t counted
on. He may go to church out of a per-
sonal desire or search. He may go to
«chool, or participate in a program or
<hare in an activity. He does all of this
out of a need for personal satisfaction.
He hadn’t wanted to get involved in
something bigger. Yet, there the adven-
ture begins.

For instance, there was Wilfred Gren-
fell. He had gone to a meeting and an
evangelist had called for converts. One
little fellow got up in front. That was
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all. So young Grenfell stood up. He
hadn’'t wanted to get involved in any-
thing. He just felt sorry for a preacher
who had worked so hard and had only
one person to show for it. As a result,
a medical career began that day that
brought all manner of blessing to the
coasts of Labrador.

Most of the real, personal adventures
of life begin with such innocence. Every-
thing from adventures in business to last-
ing romances begin from what seemed
to be a casual event and blossomed into
something that consumed time and
energy. Analyze the average person’s
involvement in life and what seemed to
be an unplanned or unguarded moment
and became the energizing devotion of
life.

What do most people search for? You
can put it down in the following:

1. Personal peace: the sense of at-
homeness in the world.

2. Security: the sense of belonging
to something or someone.

3. Personal hope: the sense of some-
thing that lasts beyond this moment.

4. Personal direction: the sense of
some moral authority.

AT THE HEART of the best endeavors
of each of us. there is something of this
common search for soul-satisfaction. It
a man has built a strong faith, linked
himself with something beyond himself.
gotten for himself a challenging area of
service, he will have found his search
answered in by-products.

4‘
.
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Perhaps this is something that we as
individuals, and our country as a family
of families must rediscover just now.
We will not find the security and peace
we are after until we have been com-
pletely understanding of the needs of
mankind. If you have something that’s
worth sharing—and we believe that we
do—then you can’t take it home and
forget about it.

When a man enters willingly into some
of the suffering, the problems, the agony
of this world, he finds involvement and
security, risk and peace, danger and satis-

faction. As Fanny Hurst once said of
writing, “It isn't that I am happy when
[ am writing; it is just that I am unhappy
when I'm not writing.”

I

IN A PRISON IN CHINA after the Com-
munists had conquered, among the man
prisoners was a missionary by the name
of Oli‘n Stockwell. He has written of his
€Xperiences, saying that he who had
taught theology, and had been & mis-
sionary, really discovered the Bible in
prison. “The New Testament should be
called ‘An Anthology of Christian Litera-
ture for Those Who Suffer.” The church
is born in the lap of persecution and
suffering. It was written for people who
were suffering, by people who were suf-
fering, and it is understandable only 1o
those who are in deep personal difficulty.
If you have no hungers, no desires, no
sense of wanting to come to see some
reason and sense to existence, then you
will not know what it is all about. But
when the winds of ill-fortune begin to
blow about you and when the winds of
fate take you and when you are behind
locked doors of economic collapse, moral
failure, sickness and possible death, open
your New Testament. Then you will
know what it means.”

We're often not sure what we want
of our faith, but the more we live. it
becomes clear that we want to find an
answer to our yearnings. Where we find
the answer, we find our involvement in

life and our dedication to its highest
cause.

IT HAS BEEN SAID that the main vice of many people consists not in

doing evil but in permitting it.

—Roy M. PEarsonN in This Do—and Live (Abingdon)

ONE THING WE CaN ALL DO something about here, to prevent the
“hammer and sickle” from liquidating these two professions (clergy
and doctors) and all others intelligent enough to oppose selling out to
totalitarian-communistic materialism. is to demonstrate real Christianity,
as the Spirit of Christ in His followers. in all walks of life.

__Dr. NELLIE HOLMAN in My Most Unforgettable Pationts (Pageant)
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They Wanted to Stay After School

By HERBERT STONELEY

Melina had been naughty, but all her African schoolmates

raised a rumpus when they learned what her punishment was

How DO CHILDREN learn in American
schools? It ought to make an interesting
contrast to tell you about the mission
schools of Central Africa. They are not
great schools with green playgrounds.
No playgrounds at all in the schools
where I used to teach. With mud mixed
with a little water, we first made molds,
and let them dry in the boiling sun. Then,
hardened to stone-like texture, we built
up pillars a few feet distant from each
other, filled in the space between with
grass, had this smeared with mud, and
_ .. there was our school, once we had
placed on the top a thatch of long grass.

We had chalk, but no blackboards on
which to draw. So, as the school floor
was only dirt, pressed down by many
feet tramping over it, the space between
teacher and scholars was taken up by
drawing of all kinds, made with a stick
in the sand. In this way we taught them
how to read, how to write, and—to us,
far more important than that—the great
lessons of Jesus Christ.

We had no desks, or seats for the
scholars to sit on. African scholars like
to squat on the floor anyway. so they
just sat around, listening to the teacher,
just as we are told the boy Jesus and his
little playmates would sit around some
rabbi and learn of many things before
He became proficient with chisel and
plane.

The Rev. Mr. Stoneley, formerly a mission-
ary in Africa, is now rector al Ince near
Wican, England.
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WE HAD ONE VERY EAGER scholar in our
tiny, queer school in that distant land.
She had a lovely name, I thought—
Melipa. And Melina was often naughtier
than her lovely name. When told to sit
down, she decided to stand up. When
told to do one thing, she decided to do
something else. Her handwriting one
day, on a scrap of paper with a small
lead pencil, had been the worst I had
ever seen her produce—and Melina had
produced many weird efforts at hand-
writing in the past.

WHAT sHouLD I po with Melina? My
mind flew back to the days when I had
been a pupil at school. Then the teacher
always made us pay the penalty for bad
conduct by making us stay in school when
the rest went home.

“You will stay in school when the rest
go home, Melina, and learn to write bet-
ter than . . . this.” At which I pointed
to her supreme effort at bad writing.

There was a hush in the school which
I could not understand. Nor could I
follow the look of gladness in the eyes
of my naughty pupil. Nor the grin (I'm
sure it was one of pleasure) which spread
over her face as she looked round at her
friends, soon to go home.

Prayers ended. A little hymn, trans-
lated into their language. was sung. I
bid my scholars *“good-bye” and theyv
filed slowly from school, leaving me with
Melina.

“Are you not sorry you have been
made to stay behind?” I asked her.

Ry ™
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"No,” she replied, with a shake of her
woolly locks. Thinking she had not ended
her naughtiness, 1 decided to continue
my task of getting more knowledge into
the black head, crowned with curly woolly
hair. How long I was about that task I
do not now know. But as I waited for
the girl to finish the page of words she
was working on, I thought I heard a
noise outside. My thoughts flew instantly
to wild animals—a lion, or possibly a
wild elephant which might push down
the flimsy school wall.

I PAUSED, LISTENING intently. 1 could
not place the sound as that made by any
wild animal I had ever known in my
years among the Africans. The only thing
to do was to investigate. How should I
go about it? A deadly poisonous snake.
A wild buffalo. Baboons, each three to
four feet high, hunting in packs, capable
of tearing a man in pieces. Hunting dogs,
ready to fight on the least provocation.
They even kill lions. With such thoughts
chasing through my mind, I told Melina
softly to continue writing her words, and
I went quietly to the entrance of my bush
school to find every one of my pupils
milling around outside, and some of them
in tears.

“What is the matter?” I asked.

Melina’s brother gave the answer.
“You have kept Melina in school,” he
said for the rest.

“She has been very naughty,” I re-

sponded.

“But . . . it is not fair . . .” he stam-
mered.

“Not fair! What do you mean?”

Frankly, I was puzzled.

“It is not fair. You have made her
stay in . ..”

“She deserved it . ..”

“And . . . and . ..” He was fighting
for the right words. Words which would
impress me with what they all thought.
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“And . . . she is now learning more than

us! We all want to stay in school too so
that we can learn more.”

SO THE SECRET was out. It was no
dangerous wild beast. I was not to be
attacked by my scholars. Instead, they
were hurt because 1 had kept one of their
number in school after closing time to
teach her more. At the time I thought it
was terribly fantastic. Yet, what a grand
thing it was.

“Have you nothing to do in your vil-
lage?” I asked them.,

"No,” they replied together. “Hoeing
is over. We wait for the maize to grow.”

“And your parents will not mind you
staying in school longer?”

“They will be glad.” Once more the
reply was a chorus from all.

“Then come in school again and join
Melina.”

AND THIS THEY DID with a rush of de-
light. Not that I gave them a lesson about
handwriting, or grammar, or any of the
usual school lessons. The opportunity
was far too good to miss. You see, we
were beside the great lake of Nyasa which
you can find for yourselves if you look
at your atlas of that country. So I told
them the story of another lake, away in
the Holy Land and of a wonderful
Teacher who had for his scholars all
kinds of men and women.

The story I told them was about the
lost sheep, and the faithful shepherd who
went out to seek and to save it. Then I
explained that they were the lost sheep
for whom Jesus was searching until he
might include them safely in the fold
of his church.

Today some of them are safe in that
fold—including Melina, the once-naughty
girl. Now in one of the little mountain
villages she is the teacher, and she speaks
and teaches continually about Jesus.
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God’s Hand in the 0il Flares

By WILLIAM DINWOODIE

Things worked out for good even though the old

man was sure that the oil rigs would drive off the fish

THE oLD MAN with the leathery skin
and pensive blue eyes walked on ahead
through the gentle darkness of early eve-
ning. Nothing was said until we passed
a large barn-like building and came with-
in view of the wide sweep of water off
Grand Isle on the Louisiana coast. Then,
as | drew up beside him, he pointed to
the offshore oil flares and said, “Here’s
what I wanted you to see. Pretty, isn't it?”

[ agreed it was. By the light of the
flares, the web-like steeples of nearby oil
rigs took on an eerie touch and the soft
lapping of the water against the shore
only added to the sense of magic. It e-
minded me of a Dore etching on a slice of
fairyland. But my companion assured
me it hadn’t always looked that way.

“WHEN THEY BEGAN blasting the gulf
for offshore oil, I was plenty sore,” he
said. “I felt they were driving off the fish
with their meddling. Soon, I was sur¢,
there wouldn’t be any fish left. But it
wasn’t long—not over six months at most
__before I saw how mistaken I was. As
barnacles and grass began to grow around
the rigs, small fish started to feed there.
Larger fish followed. Now you know what
they say about the fishing here?”

I told him I'd heard it was as good as
I'd find anywhere in the country.

“It’s all of that.” The old man nodded
his head thoughtfully. “Come out here
most any day and you're likely to catch
a mess of pompano and bluefish and
there’s plenty of tarpon and sea bass, too.
Now I'm sure I can guess what you're
thinking.”

“What's that?”

“You're wondering how a fellow like
me could be so wrong in the first place.”

I HAD GIVEN it thought, I admitted.
But that question ‘was quickly replaced
by another that takes in most of us, When
things go wrong, when we fall short of
the objective we've set for ourselves,
we're apt to blame it on our bad luck.
Or we may even imagine that God has
turned His back on us. Yet, if we retain
our faith and hope, the temporary set-
back often turns into a blessing and the
seeming obstacle becomes a stepping
stone to greater success than we've ever
known before. Surely the Psalmist was
right when he said, “Wait on the Lord:
be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say,-on the

Lord.”

o

WE 100 OFTEN follow the example of the apostles who prayed for the

release of Peter from prison and then left the

answer to their prayer

knocking at the door vainly seeking admission.
1. S. BonnELL in The Practice and Power of Prayer (Westminster)
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My Heart Belongs to Sunday

By L. JOHANNE STEMO

It was a big event when the Preacher made his monthly visj}

to the village and conducted services in the schoolhoyse

WHEN MY PIONEERING grandparents
came to this country to wrest a living
from a rich new land one of their first
needs was a place to worship—a place
for christenings, marriages and funerals.
Of necessity these first gatherings were
in the homes and later in schools, until
the eventful day a church was erected,
its proudly fashioned steeple pointing to
the sky, a sentinel for all to see.

In the rural community where I spent
my childhood, once a month a visiting
minister came to our schoolhouse. It
was an event not to be taken lightly.

The weekly Saturday night ritual in
the old tin washtub left nothing to be
desired in cleanliness.

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness,” was
a favorite saying of Mama’s. “See that
you never enter God’s House unclean,”
was another.

DROWSING IN BED was not allowed for
us on Sunday mornings. After a hearty
breakfast of porridge, hot cakes and cof-
fee with cream, even for the little ones.
we set about getting ready. What a flurry
of combing and brushing and dressing,
with Mama supervising! We were seven,
three boys and four girls. Mama stood
with hairbrush ready while we waited in
line as she deftly braided and tied rib-
bons in our long hair. How we envied
our brothers that quick flick of the hand
and comb as they sped through the door.

On fine days we walked. We children
were sent on ahead with the usual ad-
monitions to look out for the youngest
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and to keep out of mischief. Usually we
arrived with nothing worse than a few
grass or berry stains, a briar scratch or
maybe even a bee sting.

For some reason it was quite different
from going to school. Perhaps it was
the care we took in walking in our shiny
new boots, or the pride we took in our
stiffly starched dresses. Even the boys
quelled their more rousing instincts and
deigned to be seen walking with us.
Along the way we picked wild strawber-
ries, chokecherries, saskatoons and cran-
berries in season; and gathered in tight,
moist fists a formidable collection of
leaves and flowers.

ON WARM SUMMER mornings our foot-
steps sometimes lagged and we moved
in a lackadaisical fashion, content to
listen to the drone of the bees in their
never-ending search for honey, or the
chirping noise of the ever-present grass-
hopper. Then our parents would over-
take us and hurry us along.

With the coming of winter our steps
quickened. With the fall of the first snow
we took turns pulling Chrissy, the young-
est, on our sleigh, our expelled breath
making fairy clouds before our faces.
The peace of a winter morning shrouded
in virgin snow was often broken by the
irresistible urge to throw one snowball.
inevitably leading to a miniature battle.

The school was a small one-room af-
fair with sombre black-boarded walls.
The desk, clear of all school books. had
been polished to a new splendor. On jt
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lay the finest Bible we had ever seen,
leather-bound and gilt-edged. Its protu-
sion of maps and illustrations of the
Mediterranean countries made these
places live again. We became familiar
with the road from Nazareth to Jeru-
salem, the river Jordan. the Dead Sea,
the story of David and Goliath, of
Joseph and his brothers, and so many
others.

THE ROOM IS FILLED to overflowing—
our mothers, stately in long rustling
skirts, lacy blouses and difficult hats; our
fathers like strangers with such clean-
shaven faces, starched collars and blue
serge. They squeeze themselves around
the small desks, overflowing upon the
benches at the back.

The air is hushed, inviolate. I seem
a million miles away as the voice of our
minister guides us through the morning
service. The agony of my stiffly starched
dress is forgotten, and I eagerly await
favorite hymns. But the warm sunshine
streaming in through the windows is too
much for me—or maybe it is the long
walk. I hear the sermon as in a dream.
Then Mama’s hand is upon my shoulder
and I waken in time for the benediction.

At once there is much talking and
shaking of hands. With our beaming
parents exchanging pleasantries and
friendly gossip, we thread our way down
the aisles and out to the pump where we
stand about consuming a surprising
amount of water and wait hopefully.

But alas! The crowd is breaking up.
People are buttoning up their coats and
turning homewards. Who would be so
courageous as to invite seven ravenous
children with parents home to Sunday
dinner?

I HAVE TRAVELED FAR from the little
schoolhouse, but those Sunday mornings
have a quality of perfection, a part of the
innocence of childhood. And as the per-
fection of a rose is remembered when
its pressed, faded petals are plucked from
between the leaves of a treasured book,
so are those Sundays remembered.

That is why on a sleepy Sunday morn-
ing 1 scrub my teeth, brush my hair,
shine my shoes, don my Sunday best, and
gather my family.

“Come my children. It will not do to
enter God’s House unclean.”

The air is freshly washed with rain.
The sun is breaking through.

WE LISTED OUR BLESSINGS

By KATHERINE BENION

Counting up the things to be thankful for made us

forget our troubles and inspired prayers of gratitude

“LET’s HAVE a Thanksgiving party,”
said six-year-old Bobby. his face aglow
with a hundred little smiles crowding one

another.
“A party?” 1 questioned. a bit puzzled.
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“Yes,” he replied, “A party to show
we are thankful for all the good things
we have.”

“That’s a good idea.” T agreed. “How
would you go about having it?”
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.“We could have things like pumpkin
pie, cold turkey sandwiches, corn candies
—things you eat at Thanksgiving,” Bobby
explained. Qbviously eager to get my ap-
proval, he hurriedly added, “You know,
Mother, you said Jesus wants us to be
happy and wants us to be thankful . . .
so we could have a happy thank-you
Thanksgiving party.”

His older brother had been sitting
nearby, quietly taking everything in. “We
could sing ‘Now Thank We All Our
God,”” he suggested. “We could start
today and make lists of things we’re
thankful for and see who has the biggest
list by Thanksgiving time. That would
be fun.”

I HESITATED thinking about how their
plans would turn out, but as I looked at
their eager faces I could not refuse. It
might be a good thing for me and them.
After all, I'd been thankful for things
in my heart many times, but never made
a list of everything for which I was
thankful.

Soon I found myself learning more
than I'd anticipated from making the list.
Day by day I kept adding to it, becoming
aware that a thankful spirit was more a
part and parcel of my very being. It was
providing me with a happiness reservoir,
readily accessible to add light to darker
moments of life. Daily practice at listing

T

the things for which I was thankful was
paying off in spiritual dividends.

Then came Thanksgiving Day. we
had the regular dinner at noon, and the
Thanksgiving party in the evening, T po-
ticed how the children commented aboyt
small and large things, many of which
they had before just taken for granted.
After Bobby had read his list, he said.
“My thankful list grew and grew. I don't
believe there’s ever an end to the things
I could put on it. Every day I think of
more.”

Harold read his and said, “I'm going
to keep mine and add to it till next year.
You know, Mother, a couple times when
I got mad about things, I went to my
room and started working on my list.
Soon 1 just couldn’t be sad any more.”

We all agreed to keep our lists and add
to them. Now all of us find our Thanks-
giving lists becoming a permanent fixture
in our memories.

Shortly after we completed our initial
lists, I became ill. There’s no better medi-
cine to make you forget your troubles
and give you the life we all need at times
than a list of things to be thankful for.
It’s also valuable as an inspiration to
prayers of gratitude. Often I went over
the list and thanked the Lord for each of
these blessings. When I concluded, I felt

as Harold did—I couldn’t feel sad any
more.

For JESUS, TEACHING was an adventure, fascinating and full of life.
It was the practical side of truth-seeking. The truths he knew were too
exciting to keep to himself and his teaching was the result. For Jesus,
the truth was a living thing. What he taught was fresh from his own
experience of God. It was related to life as intimately as the branches
to the vine—F. E. REYNOLDs in 4n Adventure With People (Christian

Education Press)
November 17, 1954
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Michael’s Bible Came Back

By NANCY BREWER

When Miss Janey gave the boy a New Testament,

she didn't realize the great effect it would have

WHEN DR. StovaLL announced the
theme of his sermon as “Cast Thy Bread
Upon the Waters,” I smiled across the
aisle of our chapel at little Miss Janey
Frakes. She must have felt my glance,
for she turned her head, saw me and
flashed a returning smile.

When church was over, I explained my
smile. “His text made me think of
Michael McGlone's Bible,” 1 said.

“Oh!” She clasped her hands tightly
together as she spoke. “Now my entire
day will be beautiful. Thank you for
making me think of it.”

I was AT THE McGlone home the Sun-
day morning Michael brought the little
New Testament Miss Frakes had given
him. It didn’t just happen that I was
there. The women in our block took
turns bathing and dressing the new twins
Mrs. McGlone had brought home from
the hospital a few days before. On this
Sunday morning Lucy Moreland and I
were there, not only to care for the twins
and their mother, but to look after two-
year-old Patty and five-year-old Sandra,
so they would look their best when their
Grandmother McGlone arrived to visit
them.

Michael, just seven years old, carried
the Testament into the bedroom where
Mrs. Moreland was working with the
twins. His boyish voice was a high treble
so | caught all his words. He told his
mother Miss Janey had given him and
the eight other boys in his class “little
Bibles” because next Sunday they would
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be promoted to another teacher and an-
other class.

“See how nice it is, Mommy.,” he
added. “And look, there’s a place marker
ribbon just like Miss Janey has in her big
Bible and my name is written right on
the empty page at the front. It says,
‘Michael McGlone.” Some of the boys
said they already had Bibles, but this is
my first one.”

“It’s beautiful, Michael,” his mother’s
soft voice returned. “We’ll keep it in the
living room on the table by the window.
I'll have Daddy move the lamp, so it
will have all the room. And we’ll have
to keep it out of reach of the little girls
until they know how to handle it.”

As I sLippED the little shirt on one of
the twins, I thought of the big family
Bible Miss Janey has kept on a stand
beside her class in the primary room.
Each Sunday it is open to the lesson.
Children in her class always look at the
page where the verses in the lesson are
marked. Some of them read a verse or
two. And all of them know that their
lesson really comes from God’s book.

[ had the twins both dressed when
Mrs. Moreland came into the big kitchen.
She began, “I think it is foolish for Miss
Janey Frakes with as little money as she
has to buy those Testaments for the boys
in her class. They don’t mean a thing
to them.”

“But Miss Janey loves the Bible. She
teaches them to love their Bible,” I re-
turned. “And I know she buys the Testa-
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MICHAEL SHARED His BIBLE

ments so that love will carry on and
they’ll have one of their own.”

Just then one of the twins gave a hun-
gry cry so I had to get its formula.

AFTER THE TWINS CAME, | became a
regular visitor at the McGlone home.
Women usually get very much attached

to babies after they have cared for them.
~ On each visit I saw that Michael’'s New
Testament was on the table by the win-
dow unless he was reading it or Mrs. Mec-
Glone was letting one of the little girls
sit in a rocking chair and hold it as a
reward for being very good.

Then one day Michael was promoted
to my class of Juniors. Each Sunday he
carried the Testament to class with him.
and when the lessons were taken from
the New Testament, he asked me to mark
them so he could study at home.,

Soon two other boys in the class also
brought their Testaments to have the next
Sunday’s lesson marked.

One Sundav Michael didn't have hjs
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Testament. Quietly he told me Sandry
was so “bashful” they couldn ge
10 come to church school. "But when |
told her she could carry my Bible, she
came right along with me.”

On his birthday two months later
Michael’s parents gave him a Bibje. They
selected it with great care—a sturdy back
easy printing and strong binding. Thep
Michael carried his own Bible and w hen
Sandra started coming to church schoo],
she carried the Testament.

t her

WHEN MICHAEL became a Boy Scout.
he entered the troop of which my son
George was scoutmaster. That was how
I learned that whenever Michael went
on an overnight hike, or to scout camp,
he carried that Testament in hijs knap-
sack.

George told me that at the summer
scout camp “Michael reads his Biple
every night. The boys in his patrol often
call out, *Mike, read out loud.’ ”

He told me how carefully and rey-
erently Michael read, and how quietly
the boys listened. He added, “I'l] war-
rant you anything that kid will be a
preacher when he grows up. And if he
is, he’ll soon have a Bible-reading con-
gregation.”

“I'll tell Miss Janey that,” T said.
“She’ll have more beautiful dreams as
she grows older and feebler. She surely
has had a great influence on Michael
McGlone.”

“On the whole McGlone family, you
mean,” he added. “When they start on
a Sunday trip, the kids always go to
church school first. Jim McGlone drives
his car up to the church with Mrs. Mc-
Glone and the twins and the lunch and
all the other stuff and they wait unti]
church school is over and Michael and
the two little girls come out.”

“The twins are almost old enough to
be starting to church school themselves.”

25



[ exclaimed. “Maybe we'd better buy
another Testament so each will have one
to carry on the first Sunday.”

Mgrs. McGLONE told me soon after-
ward that she wanted to join a class if the
twins behaved themselves so she could
leave them. I suggested the class for
young mothers, but she shook her head.
“T've talked a lot about it to Mr. McGlone
and we think I should go into the teacher
training class. Perhaps that way in time
I can pay the teachers back for all the
wonderful work they have done for my
children.”

When 1 told little Miss Janey what
Mrs. McGlone had said, and how good

the twins had been. she confided, “‘I
wish she’d train to take my place. My
arthritis has gotten so bad I should re-
tire from teaching. I won't mind being
a member of the Home Department if
someone will take my class.”

And that’s exactly what happened.
One of the first Sundays that Mrs. Mc-
Glone taught the primary group, I came
over afterward to ask her how things had
gone. Naturally, I noticed the book she
was carrying in her hand. It was a well-
worn copy of the New Testament, black-
covered, and I'm sure that on the page
in front was still written the name,
“Michael McGlone.”

I

Our LORD DESCRIBED THE FUNCTION of the church in the world by
means of the metaphors of Light and Leaven. Both are minority con-
cepts; both are comparatively small entities influencing a much larger
body. Light startles, illuminates, attracts. Leaven influences through
the penetrating power of contact. Both, moreover, depend on corporate
action for their effectiveness. Jesus addressed his words to the apostolic
company; he had the Christian group in mind. “Ye are the light of the
world.” he said, “a city”—a collocation of lights—"set on a hill cannot
be hid.” The power of leaven lies in the coherence of a small, central
mass placed within a “lump.” Its influence extends in proportion as the
micro-organisms composing it interact upon one another. It is not
baking powder; certainly it is not one of these modern “ready mixes.”
The secret of the power of the church would seem to consist not in
superficially modifying the lives of mass man, but of so nurturing the
dedicated core of its membership that they can become clearly shining
lights and effectively penetrating leaven.

—WiLLis LAMOTT in Revolution in Missions (Macmillan)

THE ATTITUDE OF THE TEACHER is contagious. Often poor training
and limited ability in a teacher are far outweighed in the eyes of his
students by his eagerness, good humor, and affection for his work. By
the same token a competent teacher may fail because he lacks zest, alert-
ness, and an even temper.—F. E. REYNOLDS in An Adventure With

People (Christian Education Press)
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FIVE MAKE A FAMILY

LARGE FAMILY

THE SPEAKER was really very interest-
ing, but the feather on her hat seemed
to have a life of its own. She gave the
impression somehow of having brought
her pet parrot to keep her company.
“Connie!” I reproached myself, “‘behave
yourself and listen.”

She was talking about the need for
Christian women in local politics, regard-
less of what political party they support.
Slum clearance, health regulation, juve-
nile courts, and a lot of other things are
just an extension of woman’s natural
role as housekeeper and mother, if she
will just see it that way. The facts and
figures about conditions in our own com-
munity made me more than a little un-
comfortable.

“If you can’t give time to them your-
selves,” she said, “you can at least know
the stand of the people you vote for.”
The feather bobbed a vigorous agree-
ment. I glued my eyes to it, trying not
to remember that I had known so little
about some of the candidates in the last
election that I'd voted a straight party
ticket.

THEN SHE LOOKED straight at me, or
seemed to. ‘“Maybe you didn't know,
when you went to the polls last time, but
there will be a next time. Will you be
better informed then?” Her eyes held
mine and I tried not to squirm. Oh, I
don’t suppose she was really looking at
me any harder than at the rest, but |
did feel like an insect on a pin somehow.

In a way it was a relief to see Susie
in the doorway. I had told her to come
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to the church after school, thinking thay
the speaker would be finished. Susie
dearly loves a party at the church—aj||
our children do—and I wouldn't have to
worry about her. Pete’s class have gone
gone to the museum and won’t be home
till late and Karen won't mind being left
to her own devices for an hour or so.

"WHERE's my mother?” Susie’s stage
whisper cut across the room like a minia-
ture siren. I tried to wave to her, but
she couldn’t seem to find me. I was just
getting up to try to get across the room
to her when Florrie Buchs pointed me
out. Susie slithered her way toward me
through the assembled women. When
she reached me, I moved over to give_her
part of my chair.

“I almost had to stay after.” Again
her whisper cut across the silence of the
audience.

“Tell me later,” I breathed in her ear.

"What? I said I almost had to stay
after.”

“Hush, Susie, tell me when the lady
is through speaking.”

“Will she be long? I'm hungry.”

“Hush!”

SUSIE HUSHED with an injured air. Af-
ter a minute of sullen silence, she bright-
ened and began to look about the room,
smiling and making little hand signals to
the women she recognized. Many of them
fill in her young life the place of the
aunts who are too far away to see often.
They smiled back and looked pleased to
be noticed. Maybe they too were elad
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to escape the accusing voice of con-
science, for surely I'm not the only per-
son who gets a little easy-going about her
civic duties.

The speaker sat down amid a patter
of applause. She and the feather nodded
and bowed and looked pleased. The
chairman said she was sure we all had
something to think about and now would
we all stay for refreshments? Susie said,
“Yippie!” under her breath which made
the women around us laugh so the chair-
man looked surprised.

The tea table was lovely. You can say
what you please about Eloise, she does
have an artistic flair. Who else would
have thought of arranging brown candles
in a centerpiece composed of a large
squash and ears of corn? She and Claire
were pouring coffee and tea at opposite
ends of the table. Florrie Buchs and Mrs.
Schmidt were hovering about to refill
the pots and trays of cookies.

“I'M GOING to have one of everything,”
Susie announced.

“Who ever heard of a little girl having
one of everything?” demanded Mrs.
Schmidt. “You must have two of every-
thing to grow on. Can you stay for a
while, Connie, and help us tie bundles for
the Thanksgiving LWA shipment?”

“Glad to. My supper is a quickie to-
night. After having refreshments I never
feel like cooking for the family, so T've
found it's best if I get almost everything
ready before I come to one of these
meetings!”

There were quite a few new faces
around the tea table. I did my best to be
cordial and make some of the newcomers
feel at home. Just the same, it was a
pleasant feeling when the crowd thinned
out and there was “just family” left to
do the cleaning up and the LWA packing.
These are the people you find “doing
everything” in the church. It makes a
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sort of family within the big family of
the congregation.

“MOTHER, look at me! Aren’t these
pretty?” Susie had fished a hat-and-mitten
set out of one of the boxes and dressed
herself up.

“Lovely. They will surely keep some-
one nice and warm this winter.”

She took off one mitten and stroked
the other lovingly. “I wish that some-
one was me.”

Before I could answer, Florrie spoke
up. “Oh, let her have them, Connie. I'm
sure whoever gave them doesn’t care
where they go so long as they are used.”

“I can have them, Mother! Oh, I love
them.”

“And what will the little girl overseas
do without them?”

“She can have some others.”

“What others?”

“I don’t know. Just others.”

“You mean, let's pretend she has
some?”

“Well, she can buy some.”

“If she could buy them, we wouldn’t
be sending her some, would we? Looks
to me, Susie, as though you are the one
who can buy others.”

“But I like these!”

QuiTE A FEw of the women had
stopped what they were doing to see how
[ was going to handle the situation. I
felt myself getting red as Susie didn’t
volunteer to put back the mittens. In
about another minute [ would snap, “Put
them back at once!”

Mrs. Schmidt stepped in smoothly.
“Why don't we keep these out till the
next box? Then Susie can see if she can
find other mittens to send in their place.
Or perhaps she’ll see some in the store
she likes better.” The more I see of Mrs.
Schmidt the surer T am she’s the sort of
child of God Jesus meant when he talked
about the peacemakers.

™
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KNOW THE BIBLE

A SERIES OF COMPARISONS OF
THE KING JAMES AND REVISED
STANDARD BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
By RALPH D. HEIM

Read Joun- 6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11;
11:25; 14:6; 15:1-11

SEVEN TIMES, according to John’s
gospel, Jesus says “l am” and follows
with some symbolic description of his per-
son and work. This gives us the well-
known, great “l ams.”

What has happened to these statements
in the Revised Standard Version?

Perhaps the first thing a reader notices
is that they are in quotation marks. This,
possibly, is not very important. Yet the
change seems eminently right, and cer-
tainly helpful.

Second, we notice that the major words
are almost always the same as in the King
James Version: “I am the bread of life,”
and so on. Any significant change is
usually in the surrounding material, es-
pecially the words that follow immedi-
ately afterward. These, being in our ac-
customed language, make the “I am”
more meaningful,

THE INCREASE of meaning is specially
noteworthy in the continuity of the last
of the seven passages mentioned. With
his “I am the true vine” Jesus begins an
allegory about the intimate relationship
between the Christian and the Christian’s
source of life for fruitbearing as a Chris-
tian.

In the KJV it had some puzzling parts.
For example, what is a “husbandman’?
The RSV says “vinedresser” and we un-
derstand. Again, what does this word
“purgeth” mean? In the RSV the mean-
ing becomes clear to anyone who has
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(King James Version)

| am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman.

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit
he taketh away: and every branch that bear-
eth fruit, he purgeth it, that i} may bring
forth more fruit.

Now ye are clean through the word which
| have spoken unto you.

Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide
in me.

| am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing.

(Revised Standard Version)

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears
no fruit, he takes away, and every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. You are already made clean
by the word which | have spoken to you.
Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. | am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in me, and | in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing. (John 15:1-5)

tended his grape vines in the early spring-
time. If a vine has not been bearing we
replace it. Those that have borne, we
prune back sharply so that they will bear
better. And always the crop is in view.

Churches have been using this Scrip-
ture passage in church school lessons and
sermons largely to stress a Christian’s
fellowship as a disciple with Jesus Christ,
[t is still available as a resource for that
teaching value. Now, though, it turns out
to have an added worth and there can
be no mistake about this. While the
allegory of the Vine and the Branches
is a passage on Christian discipleship. it
is also one on Christian apostlehood at
least as completely and forcefully.
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Personal Problem Clinic

Stingy

QuestioN: In my group of friends there
is a fellow who is stingy. He goes with us
and likes a good time, but when there is a
treat to be paid for he always finds some
way to avoid any responsibility. No matter
what we plan to do, if there is expense in-
volved, Si is the first to inquire what it will
cost. He has confided to me how much he
is saving—he is not doing too badly by him-
self, but he is losing the good will of the
group.

REPLY: You have raised the question
whether thriftiness is always a virtue.
Could it under some circumstances be a
vice?

Certainly it is good sense to be careful
with one’s funds, and to know in advance
what things are going to cost. For most
people money does not come without
work. They can hardly accumulate any-
thing for a rainy day unless they save in
a systematic way. They will have no
economic cushion for old age. As a rule
it is better to save money in advance for
a major purpose or project than to launch
out into expense and bring upon oneself
a burden of debt. There are, of course,
exceptions to this rule, such as acquiring
a home or a business on the part of an
individual, or getting an adequate church
building on the part of a congregation.

On the other hand, one’s handling of
money is not ideal unless he uses some of
it for giving, some for saving, and others
for spending. With such a balanced pro-
gram one is not likely to become a tight-
wad or a free spender. There is danger
when excessive attention is given fo sav-
ing that one may come to think, or feel,
that money is the goal of life or the great-
est thing in the world. It surely is not—
it is a means to ends rather than an end
in itself.

Since there is a consensus in your group
that Si is stingy, someone in his confidence
ought to have a candid but pleasant talk
with him, in an open-minded way, and
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help him to see what his manifest attitude
is doing to his friendships. Everything
said to him ought to be in the spirit of
helpfulness.

Birds and bees
Question: I would like to give my two

children the right kind of explanation of sex,
I understand that there are good books on
the subject which start with flowers, birds,
and animals, and in this way help the young-
sters to understand. I'd appreciate sugges-
tions as to books of this sort.

RepLy: Twenty-five or thirty years ago
sex education, especially in the home. fol-
lowed the pattern to which you refer. It
was believed that children, by becoming
acquainted with reproduction in lower
forms of life, would readily grasp the
facts of sex in humans. This was a far-
fetched assumption, and back of it lay a
large element of false modesty. The “birds
and bees” approach is no longer regarded
with favor. Children do not readily bridge
the gap between the lower forms and man.
While the stories about the humble types
of life are interesting they are rather far
removed from human love life.

A more direct approach is desirable.
It should start where the child’s curiosity
has been expressed. If it is not expressed
an appropriate occasion may be created.
but don’t wait too long. Candor and sim-
plicity should mark our answers and ex-
planations, for nothing is gained and
much may be lost by “beating about the
bush.” But we need to be careful lest we
go beyond a child’s capacity for under-
standing and thus bring about misunder-
standing. Satisfy him at the moment, and
then wait for suitable occasions to Ppro-
ceed further.

Frances Strain’s New Patterns of Sex
Teaching will give you some real help. 1
am sending you a list of other books and
booklets on the subject. and it will be

sent to any others who may desire it.
—EARL S. RUDISILL
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BOOKS

Most Beautiful Book of the Year
Signs and Symbols in Christian Art. By George Ferquson. Oxford University Press. 346 pages. $10

“For the first time,” says the publisher. there is now “a comprehensive book about the
sources and uses of signs and symbols in Christian art.” But the beauty of this book. both in

its illustrations and its typography.

is more impressive even than its completeness. It is 4

quarto volume, with 16 full-color page illustrations and 96 pages of black-and-white plates.

forming a great collection of Renaissance art.

Although this book is encyclopedic in
treatment of Christian symbolism, it is fresh
and simple. Symbols are classified in 14
sections, such as “Animals, Birds. and In-
sects.” “The Trinity, the Madonna, and
Angels,” “Radiancés. Letters, Colors. and
Numbers.” The lengthiest section is on “The
Saints.” presenting nearly a hundred cele-
brities known to us from Scripture or from
legend. with details as to how these person-
ages are portrayed in Christian art. Marginal
line-drawings (at least 250) are used to
illustrate numerous symbols which have be-
come part of the powerful sign language of
Christian faith.

For the casual student, curious about the
cryptic inscriptions seen so often in churches.
this is a helpful handbook. For artists, archi-
tects, and others who have professional need
of knowledge in this field, the book is in-
dispensable. G. E. R.

Another Maus

The OId Testament and the Fine Arts. By
Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper. 826 pages. $5.95.

Cynthia Maus has not lost the imagination
and skill which made her Christ and the Fine
Arts such a useful book that it is still in
heavy use 16 years after publication. The
reason this new book may not appeal so
strongly as its predecessor is that the art.
hymnody, and stories inspired by the Old
Testament are not so emotionally powerful
and significant as those inspired by the New.

The author has spaced out the material
cvenly, without such disproportionate em-
phasis on the Genesis stories as is usually
found in Bible story books. Nearly half of
the book is concerned with the centuries
wfter the division of the northern and south-
ern kingdoms.
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For each period the anthologist has chosen
1) pictures, 2) poetry, 3) stories, 4) music.
She has ranged freely across 3.000 vears
to collect effective and attractive muterial,
The stories, especially, should be useful for
home reading and for weekday classes in

the church school. G. E. R.
"Listen to the Voice"
Jeremiah. By Elmer A. Leslie. Abingdon

Press. 349 pages. $4.75.

A man who writes a great guidebook to
Jeremiah is like a man who charts a new
trail to a mountain peak. Even with Dr.
Leslie’s book as an aid. there is strenuous
climbing for anyone who hopes to penetrate
the complexities and splendors of Jeremiah.
But such a book as this greatly increases
the prospects of success.

The whole text of the book of Jeremiah
is given in the author’s own vigorous transla-
tion. Instead of setting down a few verses
and then offering explanations, in the usual
style of a commentary, the author speaks
first. He describes each situation regarding
which the prophet speaks, paraphrases and
explains the prophet’s words, and then in
boldface type gives the Bible verses.

Dr. Leslie rearranges the content of Jere-
miah according to his own convictions as to
proper chronology. In this reconstruction
he borrows heavily from the scholarship of
recent years, especially the work of Paul
Volz and Wilhelm Rudolph. He has been
free in reaching many conclusions of his
own. Considerable sections of Jeremial,
such as chapter 50 and most of 51, he pre-
sumes to be additions made to the book

after Jeremiah's death. some as late s

200 B.c.
But critical questions are never belubored.
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The author’s intention has been to provide
a smooth and convincing introduction to the
thought and life of the Old Testament’s
greatest writer. Further scholarly research
will undoubtedly upset some of Dr. Leslie’s
suppositions, but the basic insights of this
book are enduring. G. E. R.

Jeremiah. By Theodore Laetsch. Concordia.
412 pages. $5.

This is the first in a series of biblical com-
mentaries which the Concordia Publishing
House plans. Dr. Laetsch is a veteran pro-
fessor at Concordia Seminary of the Lu-
theran Church—Muissouri Synod. In the con-
ventional style, he presents a verse-by-verse
analysis, full of penetrating philological and
historical insights but almost wholly disre-
garding modern biblical scholarship (even
to the extent of including Lamentations as
a work of Jeremiah). G. E. R.

Keeping Women Busy
Group Activities for Church Women. By Jane

Kirk. Harper. 245 pages. $3.

Trying to read Jane Kirk’s busy volume,
Group Activities for Church Women, in one
sitting is like trying to wade through a pop-
ular cook book. So many tasty suggestions
oir the reader’s imagination that she tries
in vain to tuck them into her thinking cap
for future use. But why bother to try and
remember them, when for the price of three
dollars this helpful book may be filed with
mission study books and program packets
for future reference?

Your group. as well as individual mem-
bers. will turn to it often as they plan vari-
ous activities ranging from Bible and hymn
study to ideal Kitchen arrangements. The
latter is not out of place either, if a group
asks itself as the author asks. “Will other
causes go wanting if we put so much into
our kitchen?”

The celebration of holidays such as Easter,
Mother's Day. Thanksgiving, and Christmas
receive the author’s expert treatment with
the proper Christian emphasis and a warning
to “steer clear of crass commercialism.” For
the fortunate woman with a green thumb a
helpful section is included on the theme,
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“Gardening and the Church.”

This reviewer’s only criticism of the book
is its frequent reference to and recommenda-
tions for fund-raising projects. But Miss
Kirk does offer a wide variety of suggestions
for fine service projects, with specific direc-
tions for carrying them out. The detailed
index should be of assistance in helping even
newcomers, or those who feel they can’t
“cook up” new ideas, to become leaders in
group activities. ELsiE L. FAGERLIN

Mound, Minn.

How to Succeed in the Ministry

Dear Charles. By Wesley Shrader. Mac-
millan. 109 pages. $2.50.-

To get a big church and be a well-known
man in town, here is the prescription, as
Professor Astute gave it to the Rev. Charles
Prince in 26 letters of practical advice. Af-
ter Charles died at 42 years of age, his
widow permitted publication of the letters
because she thought it would be a good idea
to warn other ministers against being as
successful as her husband had been.

Book Brevities

Cradle of Our Faith. By John C. Trever.
U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce. 87 pages.
$5.

A superb collection of colored photo-
graphs of Palestine, with explanatory text
by a famous archeologist and Bible student.

The Greatest of These. By Jane Merchant.
Abingdon. 96 pages. $1.50.

Daily devotions, consisting chiefly of
poems by the author on themes of I Cor. 13.

The Quest for Personal Poise. By Helen L.
Toner. Bethany Press. 79 pages. $1.25.

Little Prayers for Personal Poise. By Helen
L. Toner. Bethany Press. 64 pages. $1.25.

Miss Toner is a Methodist minister who
writes effectively on the application of spir-
itual resources to personal problems.

Horns and Halos in Human Nature. By J.
Wallace Hamilton. Revell. 173 pages. $2.50.

These sermons on sin have the impact of
highly skillful TV scripts.

The Lutheran
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OVERSEAS
Riots Follow Hromadka

AUSTRALIA: Sydney. Oct. 14.—PoLICE
in Australia had a pretty busy time trv-
ing to keep order at meetings conducted
by the Czech Professor Josef Hromadka,
who came to this country following the
WCC Assembly at Evanston. Riots and
brawls have broken out at most of the public
meetings, which have been described as
amongst the wildest ever held in this coun-
try. Trouble has come mainly from “New
Australians,” who believe Prof. Hromadka
to be nothing more than a “Communist
stooge,” and from Catholic Actionists. What
particularly aroused their anger was the re-
peated statement by the professor that there
are no concentration camps in Czecho-
slovakia—their claim being that 300,000 po-
litical prisoners are being held.

In his speeches Prof. Hromadka has main-
tained that Christians who have been perse-
cuted in Communist countries were perse-
cuted for political rather than religious rea-
sons. The church’s mission was to prove
that in a new society it might do its work
in a vital and creative way. In Czecho-
slovakia many members of the church, in-
cluding some elders, were Communists. He
saw nothing inconsistent in this. So long as
Communists did not try to impose on Chris-
tians the belief that material well-being is
the goal of human existence, the two could
live together. Of communism generally, Dr.
Hromadka agreed that if carried out rigidly
it had features with which Christians must
disagree, but this did not make the associa-
tion between Christianity and communism
unworkable. In many ways the Communist
reconstruction of Czechoslovakia was in line
with Christian teachings. The moral level
of Soviet youth was on a much higher level
than American youth, Hromadka claimed.
and family life was stronger in the Soviet
than in the U.S.

Reporting on his impressions of the WCC
Assembly at Evanston and the stand taken
by Prof. Hromadka. the Anglican Bishop
of Melbourne, Dr. Booth. said it was easy
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for Christians in the Western world to con-
demn the compromises they imagined were
necessary behind the Iron Curtain. He fe,
that one should speak on this subject with
great caution. “Let him who has never suf-
fered the overriding power of a totalitarign
state avoid easy judgment on his fellgws
who live in it. There is no doubt that sych
men hold fast to the Christian faith. Some
of them sincerely believe that present sociy]
conditions in their countries are an improve-
ment on what is termed the prerevolution-
ary conditions. Prof. Hromadku appears 1o
be of this belief.”

Dr. Hromadka’s visit was sponsored by
the “Peace and Goodwill” Assembly. with
the approval of the Peace Quest Forum,
comprising a group of Melbourne clergymen.
All his movements were checked by security
officers, so the federal parliament was in-
formed.

For THE FIRST TIME the influence of Cath-
olic Action in this country is being openly
challenged. The cudgels have been taken u%:
by Dr. H. V. Evatt, leader of the opposition
in the Australian federal parliament. The
charge is that Catholic Action is disrupting
the Labor movement. For a time, it ap-
pears, Labor politicians had enlisted the sup-
port of Catholic Action in fighting com-
munism in trade unions, but things went
further.

Organizing brain behind Catholic Action
is Bartholomew Santamaria, an able Vic-
torian lawyer, who won honors in history
at Melbourne University. Son of Italian
immigrants, he is said to be a brilliant or-
ganizer and a spell-binding orator. He propa-
gates his views through a publication called
News-Weekly, which treats union affairs
from the C.A. angle and is anti-British
at least in the sense of preaching that Aus-
tralia can no longer rely on Britain, “one of
a group of second-rate powers,” but must
align herself defensively with the United
States.

In press statements leading Catholic
spokesmen have denied that C.A. has po-
litical aims and ambitions, but the statements
have not been convincing.

—L. W. LOEFFLER
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THE NEWS IN THE CHURCHES

e ‘\. - " A note of faith at the fair was

foe . ‘, : "0“ [HH‘ST TH[ SUHD RU[K[ STANT] injec+ed by Lutheran Inner

Mission of Dayton, Ohio, which
sponsored this booth at the
Montgomery County Fair. Pas.
tor Willard Borchers (I.) and
Mrs. C. Harry Kley (r.) of St,
John's Church, Dayton, dis-
tributed Luther

literature.

CARIBBEAN SYNOD

Synod Rejoices at New

Bookstore, Campsite
By MERLE G. FRANKE

CHARLOTTE AMALIE—Two pastors new to
the St. Thomas Island parish were hosts to
the Virgin Islands’ Conference which met
Oct. 18. They were the Rev. James Amos
and student pastor George Handley.

Promotion of visual aids was stressed for
use in conference and synod. Distance from
the mainland is a problem in procuring re-
ligious films.

The large influx of people to St. Croix
Island led the conference to discuss the
question of starting Spanish- speaking work
soon. Local government statistics show that
a third of the population are Spanish-speak-
ing people.

The Rev. Kenneth Ferguson was re-
elected president and the Rev. James Amos,
secretary.

NEWEST BRANCH of the United Lutheran
Publication House is in full swing. Carib-
bean Lutherans are hearing favorable re-
marks about “Le Reforma” bookstore in Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico. Local churches are
being urged to purchase church and church
school supplies there.

Synod President Eduardo Roig has com-
pleted purchase of a campsite for synod
activities. Synodical Women’s Missionary
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- ’ League members lent a hand.

Society contributed $1,000 to the project.

Frederiksted Church, St. Croix, Virgin Is-
lands. is doing extensive remodeling to the
interior of the building. Rededication will
be sometime in November.

Delegates to the Toronto convention were
the Rev. Eduardo Roig, the Rev. Cesar
Cotto, James O’Bryan and Gilberto Graciani.

IOWA
lowa Lutherans Begin

Second One Hundred Years

By ALFRED J. BEIL

Des MoiNes—The Second Century of
Progress is beginning in the Towa Synod be-
fore the centennial year ends. The new
“forward look” program was introduced
Sept. 7, when the latest in stewardship tech-
niques, procedures and goals were explained
to church councils at eight area meetings.

From that day until Dec. 5 congregations
of synod are following a unified schedule.
including eight area meetings for committee
members and pastors, proposal committee
meetings, appraisal committee meetings, con-
gregational dinner meetings, campaign for
church attendance, commissioning of Every-
Member-Visitation workers, final report
meetings, and services of thanksgiving in
each congregation.

This kind of program has been used dur-
ing the past year in congregations through-
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out the ULCA. Wherever the plan was fol-
lowed, offerings were increased up to 40
PEr Cent over the previous year. lowa is
lhe.ﬁrst to try the plan on a synod-wide
basis.

The program is called “The lowa Synod
Sector Project.” The Rev. Raymond Tie-
meyer, pastor of St. Luke’s Church. Sioux
City, is chairman.

Chester Myrom of the Lutheran Laymen'’s
Movement staff is field director. He has
covered the state twice since Sept. 7. Be-
ginning Oct. 25 he addressed congregational
dinner meetings where the program was
presented for final adoption. Last speaking
engagements for Mr. Myrom will be in No-
vember when he will instruct Every-Mem-
ber-Visitors.

Final results obtained in each congrega-
tion will be tabulated Dec. 1 and returned
to the congregations for use in special serv-
ices of thanksgiving Dec. 5.

St. Mark’s Church, West Des Moines. the
Rev. John Schirck pastor, used the plan in
1953. The increased offerings that resulted
were large enough so that the congregation
could build their new church one year earlier
than planned. The 140 members are so
pleased that their stewardship committee has
suggested an increase of $7,000 in their 1955
budget. Per capita giving to support that
budget will amount to $178.50 per com-
muning member.

THE BROTHERHOOD CONVENTION and Joint
Conference Rally was held Oct. 24-25 at St.
Mark’s Church, West Des Moines. Dr. Ed-
ward J. Mattson, professor at Central Semi-

The Nation's Capital got two
new pastors. Dr. Walter Bitner
Freed and the Rev. Walter G,
Marz were installed as pastor
and assistant pastor of Luther
Place Memorial Church in
Washington, D. C., Sept. 19. K
Dr. J. Frank Fife, president of
the Maryland Synod, per-
formed the act of installation.
From left: Dr. Gould Wickey,
ULCA Board of Education; Dr,
Freed, Mr. Marz, Dr. Fife.
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nary, preached. Five laymen [ed discussion
groups: C. Herman Peterson. Counci] Bluffs:
James R. Brown, Des Moines: John Berger,
Cedar Rapids: E. M. Jensen. Council Bluffy:
and Alex Miller, Des Moines.

Henry Endress, executive director of Lu-
theran Laymen’s Movement, addressed the
joint fellowship dinner Oct. 24. The Rev.
Lloyd E. Sheneman gave an illustrated lec-
ture entitled “Serving Hands ip Other
Lands.” Pastor Sheneman studied and trav-
eled abroad last year on a Fulbright Scholyr-
ship.

The Rev. Marvin Suhr. vice president of
synod, showed colored charts outlining the
seven years of progress to be made in Sun-
day school enrollment. evangelism.  and
stewardship. If the goal of 10 per cent net
increase each year can be met, membership
and budgets can be doubled.

The eight delegates to the Toronto con-
vention presented reports. The Rev, Arthur
Simonsen, Redeemer Church. Des Moines.
said: “The Board of Foreign Missions stated
their position positively when they said that
the risen Christ enters closed doors. No
door can be closed to Him. Hong Kong and
Malaya might even be His method of re-
opening China.”

THREE SYNoD leaders have responded to
invitations to serve as missioners in Preach-
ing - Teaching - Reaching evangelism pro-
grams. The Rev. Ralph Eckard, First
Church, Newton, served in the Erie project.
The Rev. Eugene Harrison, St. John's

Church, Council Bluffs, and Dr. Alfred J.
Beil, synod president, served in Detroit.




C°”9fegaﬁons looked on with
pride as spades turned the earth
in groundbreaking ceremonies for
new churches, parsonages, parish
units; cornerstones were reverently
put in place; mortgages burned.
At left, ground is broken for
Alamance Church, Alamance,
North Carolina.

& i SN

Pastors tried skill with spade as groundbreaking ceremonies were held for St. James' Church,
Brunswick, Ga., and Good Shepherd Church, Southampton, Pa., as shown in photos directly below,

ST

‘-_Cgrne;sfc;n.é is laid (below) for new addnhon Mor'rgage. c|eared in three years, burns at St.
to St. Peter's Church, Allentown, Pennsylvania. John's Church, Merrick, Long Island, New York.

The Lutheran




V

IOWA ., ..

Preaching missions have been held at
Trinity Church, Webster City, and Grace
Church, Muscatine. Dr, Harold R. Albert
of First Church, Columbus, Ohio, was mis-
sioner at Webster City; the Rev. William
Eller, St. Mark's Church, Davenport, served
at Muscatine.

St. Matthew’s Church, Davenport, held a
cornerstone-laying service Oct. 31. The Rev.
G. E. Wick, president of Eastern Confer-
ence, conducted the service. He was assisted
by Pastors W. F. Furman, Emerson Miller.
and William Eller. The building will cost
$114,300. St. Paul's Church in Davenport
has helped this mission church by investing
$16,500 in the building.

MARYLAND

Preaching Mission Points

Need for National Revival
By WILSON P. ARD

HAGERSTOWN—"This country needs a re-
vival of real religion; not just sporadic en-
thusiasm on certain occasions, but a com-
plete change in our living,” asserted Dr.
Walter H. Traub, pastor of Kountze Memo-
rial Church, Omaha, Nebr., at the preaching
mission conducted Oct. 17-24 in Hagerstown
by Trinity and St. John’s churches. “We
won’t save the things of value unless we
value the things that save,” he said. Dr.
Traub wants to see a resurgence of faith in
the churches, and more church members
“reporting for duty” instead of simply hav-
ing their names on the rollbook.

“IT TAKES MORE than a blue serge suit and
a pious countenance to be a church usher
nowadays.” said Everett M. Hosman, dean
of the College of Adult Education, Univer-
sity of Omaha. He spoke at the three-ses-
sion School for Church Ushers. conducted
in Hagerstown by the County Council of
Churches. “Effective ushering is deter-
mined by the usher’s understanding of the
basic purposes of ushering and the degree
of skill, artistry, poise, and devotion with
which he performs this service of congre-
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he.

gational engineering and human relations,”
continued Dean Hosman.

Lectures and demonstrations were given
on “The Usher and the Church” “The
Usher on the Job,” “The Usher's Psychol-
ogy for Meeting People,” “What the Churc.
goer Expects,” “The Usher and His Pastor,»
“Esprit de Corps.”

Instruction classes emphasized the high
order of ushering service; how to avoid
psychological booby traps in congregationa]
placement; consideration due visitors and
the infirm; the handling of end-pew sitters,
loudtalkers and VIPs; selection of personne|:
organization of staff and delegation of re-
sponsibility.

AFTER  EXTENSIVE remodeling  Zion
Church, Middletown (organized 1740). was
rededicated Sept. 12. Dr. Harry F. Baugh-
man, president of the Gettysburg Seminary,
preached. A recital by Robert S. Clippinger,
organist at Gettysburg Seminary. followed.
At the homecoming fellowship event former
Pastors William Ernest Fox, Charles M.
Teufel, L. Ralph Tabor and Carrol] Boyer,
son of the congregation, were present.

The remodeling included a complete archi-
tectural change of the interior. Total cost
was $85,000 toward which $81,000 has been
pledged. The Rev. Howard J. McCarney
has been pastor of Zion Church since 1950.

Use of the preaching mission was urged
as one method of evangelism by the Rev.
Clifton M. Weihe of the Board of Social
Missions at the Western Conference meeting
Nov. 1 in Zion Church, Middletown. Dr.
Abdel Ross Wentz, Gettysburg Seminary,
turned the “Spotlight on the ULCA” as he
addressed laymen and pastors. Dr. Frank
M. Brown, director of Lutheran World
Action, stressed the imperative need for
continuing this appeal. Opening sermon was
delivered by Pastor Edward P. Henze. St.
Mark’s Church, Hagerstown.

“MISSION WORK is no longer in the pri-
mary stage. It has advanced. If we cant
get our own people out to church how can
we expect to evangelize the world?” queried
Dr. L. Boyd Hamm in his address to the
convention of the Women's Missionary So-
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ciety, Maryland Synod, meeting in St
John's Church. The theme was “Making
His Way Known Through the Ministry of
Evangelism.”

Myrtle Wilke, missionary on furlough
from Argentina, pointed out three groups
the church must reach in that country: the
people of Argentina, mostly new to Prot-
estantism: DPs who must be reached in
their native language: second generation
Europeans who speak Spanish but are well
grounded in Lutheranism. Dr. Roy Dunkel-
berger, missionary in India for 45 years,
traced growth from 60,000 Christians in
1909 to 240,000 in 1954. At the dinner
meeting Miss Josephine Darmstaetter of the
WMS spoke on “Mission Personalities.”

Synod President J. Frank Fife expressed
appreciation to the WMS for their support
of three mission pastors in Maryland. Daily
devotions were presented by Mrs. Albert R.
Fischer. Communion sermon was preached
by Pastor Edward P. Heinze, St. Mark’s
Church, Hagerstown. More than 450 dele-
gates and visitors attended.

Officers elected were president, Mrs.
Donald F. Brake; vice president, Mrs. James
Hendry; recording secretary, Mrs. Carl

Heberlein: statistical secretary, Mrs. Forest
Milleson: treasurer, Mrs. Earl P. Fertig;
historian, Mrs. Robert Schaake.

Trinity Church, Taneytown, Pastor Glenn
L. Stahl. dedicated a parish education house.
Synod President Fife preached.

Christ Church, Hagerstown, Pastor R.
Richard Summer, has burned the mortgage

MILESTONE
The new home for the synod-
ical president of New Jersey
was dedicated Oct. 24. The
B-room parsonage is in Ham-
ilton Square, a suburb of Tren-
ton. |t was purchased at a cost
of $29,000. Dr. and Mrs. Edwin
H. Knudten have moved in.
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($7.500) on the lots for the proposed new
church.

St. Paul’'s Church, Uniontown, dedicated
a parish house erected at a cost of $14,000.

GeNErous GIFTS of foodstuffs and money
were given to the National Lutheran Home
for the Aged by synod congregations on
Harvest Home Sunday. Clear Spring par-
ish sent 1,174 quarts of fruits and vegetables,
and many bushels of potatoes and mixed
vegetables.

Lutheran World Action receipts Sept. 6
were $46,390 or 83.5 per cent of the $55,529
goal.

NEW JERSEY

Visual Aids Service

Established by Synod

By RALPH I. SHOCKEY

TrenTON—Establishment of a service for
distribution and maintenance of visual aids
among congregations of synod is another
milestone in its development. The execu-
tive board has given the public relations
committee authority to implement the plan.

Visual aids released by boards and agen-
cies of the ULCA and synod will be main-
tained and circulated. All requests for con-
gregational use should be made through
the Audio-Visual Service of the Synod of
New Jersey, 2143 Browning Road, Penn-
sauken, New Jersey.

“Our Church’s Membership” was the sub-
ject of a panel discussion at the annual con-




ference of home mission pastors held at

Church of the Good Shepherd. Somerville,
Oct. 28. “The Transfer and Dismissal of
Members” by the Rev. Elmer F. Seifert,
Cresskill; “Assimilation of Membership” by
the Rev. Robert F. Parker, Glen Rock; and
“Inactive  Membership” discussed by the
Rev. Stover Crouthamel, Paramus, were
other panel groups. Dr. Wouter Van Gar-
rett, pastor of Messiah Church, Sea Isle City,
conducted Bible study.

“Something for Nothing” is what men of
the Northern Conference Brotherhood heard
at Good Shepherd Church, Weehawken,
Oct. 21. The Rev. Edwin J. Grubb, pastor
of Redeemer Church, Jersey City, spoke.

Audio-visual equipment was purchased by
St. John’s Church, Westville, for the church
school and released-time program.

WiDA’S RESTAURANT in Beach Haven cele-
brated completion of the Holy Trinity
Church Building Fund drive with an “on
the house” dinner, Oct. 27. Only stipulation
was that each guest pay for the meal. Re-
ceipts went to the fund.

Dual celebration of the Rev. Karl D.
Klette’s 40th ordination anniversary and
50th anniversary of Zion Church, Carteret,
occurred recently. Pastor and Mrs. Klette
were honored with a large financial gift in
appreciation of their service. Former pas-
tor, Dr. Frederick Noeldeke; Synodical
President Edwin Knudten; the Rev. Herbert
Hagenau, president of Central Conference;
and the Rev. Arthur G. Posselt were present.

A $5,000 MORTGAGE on the new church
school building was paid within three years
instead of twenty as previously planned by
St. John’s Church, Woodbury. The Rev.
Ralph Hellerich is pastor.

Bethany Church, Gloucester City, added
a parsonage to their physical assets recently.
Dr. Edwin H. Knudten participated in the
dedication service planned by the Rev.
Dallas Dorward.

Miss Evelyn Geiger, member of Trinity
Church, Hudson Heights, represented New
Jersey colleges as “queen” in a nation-wide

contest, . .
Eugene Kelschnel prominent layman in
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10 NEW CHRISTMAS CAROL
Satisfaction or refund. $1.00 to:ST.(Vb.Ol(\)/Ikusliz

%(()).I,‘k.l650 Broadway, New York 19, New

MEMORIAL CHURCH WINDOWS
A. and H. Art Glass Company, new leadeq

church windows, reasonable prices, repair-

ing. Phone 2-1661, Rt. 4, Statesville, North
Carolina.

CHOICE BUILDING SITE
Lutheran preferred. High ground, private
road frontage. Lots approximately 100 py
250, $2,500.00. Ralph Krueger, 1420 Buck
Road, Feasterville, Bucks County, Pa. L.
theran church nearby.

—

REGISTERED NURSE
Supervisor in 70 bed Infirmary of Lutheran
Home for Aged in large eastern city. Age
30-55 and references required. Excellent
living arrangements, substantial salary and
Social Security. Reply The LuthHeraN Box
21,

“UNSER LIEDERBUCH” WANTED
Frauen-Verein seeks new or used but
usable copies of “Unser Liederbuch,” pub-
lished by Pilger Bookstore, 1893, later
Reading Bible House, Pa. State number
offered, general condition, price. Write to
Rev. William Bruckner, 60 Holdsworth
Court, Passaic, N. J.

C/4CENTURY OF ¥

Write for information ', I
on type of organ . ]

in which you & A= - ik
i RN = —
are interested. ) }"5 _a__:L |
PN (I

PIPE ORGANS
REED ORGANS

: NINE=.

ESTEY ORGAN CORP., BRATTLEBORO,VT.
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synod and active Brotherhood worker for
many years, was elected secretary of the
ULCA Brotherhood at the recent convention
held in Atlanta, Ga.

“BRITEWHITE” TABLE COVERS

The roll with hundreds of uses: BAN-
QUETS, PICNICS, CHURCH SOCIALS,
Lodge Parties, Schools, Factory Lunches.
Hospitals, in the home, DOWN THE AISLE
AT WEDDINGS, etc. Heavy embossed
paper. SOFT-SANITARY-DURABLE,
with NEW WET STRENGTH. 40" x 300’
rolls ONLY $4.45 POSTPAID. Payable
after receipt. Gibbie Bros. Company, Dept.
L, Box 837, Milwaukee 1, Wisc.

In St. Louis
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

at

ST. MARK’S
ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH

6337 CLAYTON ROAD

( Just west of Forest Park)

William A. Hover, Pastor
Sunday School ..., 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service .....oievvennineeen. 10:45 AM.

Away Down South
In the Heart of Miami

Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church

200 S. W. Eighth Avenue

[ ] Miami, Florida
CHARLES J. HARRIS, Pastor
Holy Communion Monthly—First Sunday—8:30 A.M,
The Service [1:00 A.M.
. where sin and pain find healing”

IN MIAMI

"“Air Cenditioned"

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
3360 W. Flagler St., Miami, Florida
Carsten H. Ludder, Pastor
Sunday Worship 9:30 and 11:00 AM.
Sunday Scheol 9:30 AM.
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NEW ENGLAND

Indian Missionaries Speak
By HERBERT D. HRDLICKA

BrRIDGEPORT, CONN.—First mission festij-
val with the Rev. and Mrs. William Cole-
man, missionaries to India, was held in Re-
deemer Church, Lawrence, Mass., Sept. 19.
In attendance were 175 members from St.
Mark’s Church, Roxbury, the University
Church in Cambridge, and the Jamaica Plain
Church in Jamaica Plain, Mass. The festival
began with a band concert. The mission-
aries in Indian dress spoke of Christian work
and witness among the people in India. Af-
ter supper the Dorcas Missionary Society
conducted a Vesper service at which Mijs-
sionary Coleman preached on “The Call to
Witness.”

Redeemer Church was chief sponsor for
the community Reformation service held in
Lawrence, Mass. Dr. Richard H. Gerber-
ding, executive secretary of the Board of
American Missions, was the preacher. A
massed choir led the procession across the
Common singing the Reformation hymn.
Enthusiasm in Protestant circles in this pre-
dominantly Roman Catholic community
runs high.

The two-day annual convention of the
State Luther League was held in Trinity
Church, New Haven, Conn., Oct. 9-10.

CONFERENCE BroTHErRHOOD held its an-
nual retreat at Lake Minnewaska, N. Y.,
with 150 attending. Mr. Ralph J. Wohlsen,
former president of the Brotherhood of the
ULCA, was chairman. Speakers were Dr.
William F. Sunday, pastor of the Church of
the Good Shepherd in Brooklyn, N. Y.; the
Rev. Herman Vesper, pastor of St. Paul’s
Church, Terryville, and chaplain for the
conference Brotherhood; the Rev. Frederick
Reissig of St. Paul's Church, Middletown.
and vice president of the conference: and
Dr. Hans P. Treuenfels, president of the
Brotherhood of the New York and New
England Synod. Theme for the retreat was
“Time for Decision.”

Conference Women's Missionary Society

N
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met in Firg Church, Waterbury, Oct. 26.
Theme for the convention was “Lord. what
wilt Thou have me to do?" Addresses were
given by Marian Potts, missionary on fur-
lough from Japan; Dr. J. Maurice Hohfeld,
professor of linguistic missions at the Ken-
nedy School of Missions in Hartford and co-
worker with Dr. Frank Laubach in the
world-wide literacy movement: and Dr.
Oscar Werner, retired missionary from India
and former pastor of St. John's Church,
New Britain.

Concorbia CHURCH, Manchester, Conn.,
celebrated its 60th anniversary Oct. 23-24.
Dr. Conrad R. Reisch, pastor of St. Paul’s
Church in Bridgeport for more than 27
years, spoke at the dinner. Dr. Frederick
R. Knubel, president of the New York and
New England Synod, preached at the anni-
versary service.

The Rev. William Fairman, pastor of
Emanuel Church, New Haven, Conn., was
installed Sept. 19 by the Rev. Gordon Hohl,
president of the conference.

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Ralph J.
Wohlsen the New England Conference
Brotherhood will celebrate its 25th anniver-
sary with a banquet in First English Church,
Bridgeport, Nov. 20. Speaker will be Fred-
erick W. Konemann of Washington, D. C.

PENNSYLVANIA

Conference Agency
Changes Its Name

By ERNEST J. HOH

LANCASTER—AnN Inner Mission program
that will cost each member $1.54 in 1955
was authorized by Lancaster Conference of
the Central Pennsylvania Synod meeting in
St. John’s Church, Columbia. A Lutheran
Home for Older People will be opened early
in 1955 at Lancaster. The building has been
purchased and renovations completed for
this purpose.

Inner Mission work of the conference is
under the care of an incorporated agency
known as “Lutheran Services for Qjder
People,” but will be renamed “The Lutheran

November 17, 1954

-

[nner Mission.” This change is made so that
the agency can also supervise children’s
work, which will be done through existing
State agencies except in special cases.

This is a major change in policy from
that obtaining in the Ministerjium of Penn-
sylvania. (Lancaster Conference was until
recently a part of the Ministerium.) The

THE HOTEL RITZ

701 Third Ave. So., St. Petersburg, Fla.

A very pleasant small resort hotel, with
private bath, steam heat and parking

Moderate rates

Write for Reservation and Information

—_—

—_——

CLARA MAASS MEMORIAL
LUTHERAN HOSPITAL

Clara Maass Memarial

School of nursing
LUTHERAN HOSPITAL

Three-year course
Fully accredited
Affiliated with |
Upsala College

CHRISTMAS 1954

NEWARK, N. J

Write to:
Director of Nurses

S o

andure’ CLARA MAASS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
é““"le:'a" Newark, New Jersey

eals!

Yes, teachers and pupils like

HI GLEY! FAMOUS POCKET

QUARTERLIES

=z They like the handy size, convenient

[ Rhothsi ook | for spare-minute use. Based on Inter-
w'" scuooL national S. S. Lessons, Must be seen
Quidds | for full appreciation. Ask for sample,

Querterlies or workbooks for all
departments. Low in price.

TRUE TO GOD’S WORD

Here is material that builds character
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than
25,000 words and every one counts,
Story papers and helpful visual aids
avallable,

3 v Write for full details
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-1 1Butler, Ind.
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PA.: LANCASTER . . . 19 at Grace Church. Lancaster, for g
$225.000 educational building.

Oct. 31 a United Lutheran Reformation
service was held at Trinity Church with Dr,
Edmund Steimle, professor at Philadelphia
Seminary, the speaker. A combined choir

action was taken after a year's deliberation
and investigation. Local agencies were con-
sidered superior to a centralized bureau.

A ground-breaking service was held Sept.

THE LANKENAU SCHOOL of 159 voices sang.
Boarding and Day School for Girls. United Churches of Lancaster County
Pre-School through High School have set up a i vi

e Fully Accredited e Beautiful Campus ) P c’hap]am.cy service at General
e College Preparatory or General Courses and St. Joseph's hospitals. The pastors of
Write all patients admitted are notified by mail.

01 et [Sisier Lydia Fischer Patients from outside the city are assigned
201 West 3chool tlouse Lane. Phila. 44, Pa. to various local pastors and visited by them.

Responsibility for the work is assigned to a

different denomination each day of the week.
" WEST VIRGINIA

Schools Achieve Truce
By HAROLD L. HANN

FalRmoNT—Repercussions  were felt in
this border state last month when de-segre-
gation was introduced in the public school

Ot[klEGE : system. The law was invoked in Marion
County when mothers of white children

\ITh_e or_']" J”“'°'d_c°ﬂege”'” n;e U!'CA picketed a mining camp elementary school
MNMarron. an accre Iited co ﬁ;lh oI wolnert. in Which Negl’o children had enrolled The

offers the last two vears of high school
and the first two of college.
Courses available in liberal arts. music,

pickets withdrew; both white and colored
children are attending classes. A county

business education. hhome economics, adjoining this troubled area has gone to
n-ler(‘]'l:md!sing:. and pre-nursing. Indi- complete de-segregation in the employment
vidual guidance. of Negro teachers where before there were
Christian Character Development . .

Moderate Rates Sports only white teachers. Marion County Supt.
For Information Write of Schools J. J. Straight reports that in gen-
John H. Fray, D.D., President eral the de-segregation program is being

Box K, Marion, Virginia received well throughout the state.

AT THE CULTURAL CENTER OF THE AMERICAS

Wagner, the only Protestant Church cupported college in
the City of New York, offers a strong Christ-centered educa-
tional program at both the undergraduate and graduate

levels,
Special Summer Programs for Teachers,
Clergymen, Church Workers
Wagner Lutheran College
Staten Island |, New York City
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Why are
OUT mInisters
so woefully
underpaid ?

.--o.oo.oocc'oooc-.--oooo.lnl..l.....t

Here is the frank_and consitiered opinion of the
world's leading specialists in church fund-raising

Nine out of ten of our Protestant minis-
ters are paid less than $100 a week. On
the average, we pay our full-time reli-
gious workers only $2560 a year. Many
teen-age office boys make more.

Why must our churches so generally
underpay their dedicated spiritual
leaders? Because their budget-raising
methods are faulty., Fearing failure, the
budget is set low. And the church pleads
with the members to meet it.

Far more successful is the Wells Way
of creative fund-raising, based not on
the need of the church but on the need
of the giver to give. Using this positive
force, church after church has doubled
its budget and permanently raised the
standard of giving,

Thousands of “impossible” building
funds have been pledged and paid. You
are invited to send the coupon.
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Ask about Wells Insured Fund-Raising
Services, with a record of recent can-
vasses * WELLS WAY is an International
News-Magazine of Church Fund-Raising
* A Wells Complimentary Conference
with your church’s leaders may be had
without obligation,

W ORGANIZATIONS

CHURCH FUND-RAISING

222 N. Wolls St. = Chicago 6, lllinois - CEntral 6-0506
30 Regional Offices in the U. S., Canada and Australia
Wells Organizations ”
Suite 1011, 222 N. Walls St., Chicago 6, llinois

Without obligation, plense tell me nbowui:

(O] Wells Insured Building Fund Programs

(] Wells Insured Budget-Pledge Canvass Services
(] Send the next six issues of WELLS WAY, free
(] Have a Wells representative call me

Name
Church
Address
City State
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A Sparkling Collection of:

All in Keeping with
the Religious Spirit
of Christmas

44

CHRISTMAS ;
GIFT
CATALOG

* imports from abroad
* books for all ages

* purzles and games

* attractive jewelry

* gift novelties

* gay wrappings

* greeting cards

UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE

1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa.

g
WEST VIRGINIA . .

Awaiting only the approval of the Board
of American Missions, a new congregation
will soon be added to the synodical rol,
Mission developer Paul W. Bergstresser re-
ports prospects for a strong congregation
at Point Pleasant, an Ohio River community.
Present plans call for formal organization
in January.

ELECTED to synodical Brotherhood offices
at the convention held at Jackson’s Mill
were H. G. Anderson, Fairmont, president;
Fred Hegmann, Charleston, vice president:
Fred Becker, Fairmont, secretary; and Rob-
ert E. Troy, Huntington, treasurer. Paul
Spring, Wheeling, retiring president, was
chosen a member of the executive commit-
tee. With the theme of “Men with a Mis-
sion,” the group took steps to double its
membership and give financial support to
Luther Leaguers for transportation expenses
to the Ann Arbor Luther League conven-
tion in August 1955.

Choosing a pastor and buying a lot ad-
jacent to the church have kept the people
of St. Mark’s congregation, Oakland, Md.,
busy. To alleviate the crowded condition of
the Sunday school, this congregation pur-
chased a lot (90 x 150) with an 18-room
house and six-car garage for $15,000.

Charles W. Carlson of Clearfield, Pa., has
accepted a call from St. Mark’s, effective
upon completion of his studies at Gettysburg
Seminary this month. He supplied the pul-
pit of this church last summer.

Speaking on “The Reformation: An En-
counter with Eternity,” Gettysburg Semi-
nary Professor Francis E. Reinberger ad-
dressed the fourth annual United Witness
for Protestantism in Fairmont, Oct. 24.

FLoOD WATERS stood nine inches deep
outside the doors of Trinity Church, Wheel-
ing, last month when the Ohio River went
on its most recent rampage. Laymen stood
by to remove church furniture to a higher
level. No services could be held Oct. 17.

The care of the church for people of all
ages was described at St. Paul's Church.
Huntington, when Dr. Robert L. Long. puas-
tor-superintendent of the National Lutheran
Home for the Aged, preached.

The Lutheran
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WISCONSIN

Missionaries Needed

To Serve As Advisors
By CHARLES A. PULS

MapisoN—"Does British Guiana need
missionaries?” The question was put to Mrs.
Viola Scott at the Wisconsin Conference
convention at Kenosha. She has just re-

turned from the British crown colony in || 1t you are on the Kitehen Committee of some
v Church, Club, School, ete., in your town you
3

‘Tnorveoe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES

&

o TERTTE o 5 .
e e B i Rt o Sl . e it~ e

South America. © will be intcn\{,{'c([t inf t]liC' lgl(i(lt‘mngﬂ].;ﬁllg 1‘B;i‘u.
N . et t Table. rite for Catalog and special dis- |
Missionaries are needed, Mrs. Scott re- ;) P ts. to institutions and organizations, |

plied, but not in the capacity they now
serve. ‘“Missionaries should be ‘advisors,’
not ‘doers’ of the work. The black man is
growing stronger and does not want white
men any longer. Christian blacks are glad
to have whites, but non-Christians are not. THE

The time has come to train nations to do
CASAVANT

missionary work.”
TRADITION

2 {
LTSN 30 CHURCH ST. [TV

“THE WwWAY to have a Lutheran college in
Wisconsin,” said Synod President Paul E.
Bishop to the pastors, “is to have a million
dollars ready if and when Carthage College
relocates.” A committee is studying reloca-
tion but none is yet active to raise the mil-
lion dollars!

HoLy TriNiTY CHURCH, LaCrosse, the
Rev. Harold N. Stoffel pastor, is interested
in home missions and has done something
to get one started in South LaCrosse. The

Console of the Casavant
big organ installed in Fort
Worth, Texas. This wunit
has 78 voices, 90 ranks, 98
stops and 5.585 pipes.

Linked with the fine old tra-
dition of organ building the

congregation will give the new congregation
eight lots, valued at $8.000, will loan the
new congregation $20,000 to get started and
will transfer about 50 members living in
the mission area.

A committee from Holy Trinity has
planned the building and will supervise erec-
tion of the house-type chapel to seat 120
persons. Provision will be made for a four-
room apartment for the pastor when he is
called. Commenting on the enterprise,
Synod Missionary Dwight L. Shelhart said,
“The men working on the mission project
from Holy Trinity are getting a thrill out of
it and the whole program is giving the
mother congregation a spiritual lift. Such
a spirit is encountered only once in a ljfe-
time.”
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Casavant represents all that is
modern in technical perfection
and artistic design to make it
truly the ne plus ultra of organs.

Recently we had the advantage of
booking a contract to build and
install an interesting three manual
twenty-eight stop organ in Rich-
mond, Va.

Also
CHURCH WOODWORK

FRERES, LIMITEE
$t. Hyacinthe, Que., Canada
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BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED ~ WISCONSIN ...

ANNUAL Sund ho i
If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, . nday school convention at
illustrated booklet titled To the Author in Search of Marinette drew 200 persons. New officers
a Publisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and are the Rev. Frank Berg, Beloit, presidem;

distribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of
o‘ziuf:: wn'?ers. All subjects considered. New authors the Rev. Frank Heglund, Menasha, vice

welcomed., Write today for Booklet LR. It's free. president; Juanita Benson, recording secre-

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. I .
In Calif.: 6253 Hollywood Blid., Hollywood 28 tary; Mrs. George Roessuer, treasurer,

Give Della Robbia

distinctively different ornamental plaques
from ltaly

The beautiful pieces in this imported collection are of native
clay, colored and glazed by a world-famous process in use since
the 15th century. The rich Della Robbia coloring adds distinc-
tion to the finely molded figures.

Della Robbia is the perfect gift solution for the “problem
person” on your Christmas list.

MADONNA AND CHILD

A small plaque of attractive proportions. Pedestal makes it
suitable for standing. Medium blue background. Decorative
border is in white relief. With hanger. 5x7'/2 inches. (NE 2049)

$3.75

n"v-. e

~  BAMBINO; MADONNA AND CHILD
UNITED LUTHERAN Two matching circular pieces. Background is

PUBLICATION HOUSE medium blue. Fruit decoration is in natural colors.
Complete with hanger. Each is 8!/ inches in

Philadelphia Chicago Pittsburgh diameter.
Columbia  Baltimore . . .

Los Angeles New York  Austin [NE203|B] Christ Child (B"mb'no) $6.50
Des Moines  Kitchener (NE2055) Madonna and Child (with Cherubs)

Rio Piedras, P. R. $6.50

“
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It Happened In . ..

- - - a cell block. Some counted it a
disaster. Others did not. A mimeo-

graphed biennium report of a prison
chaplain calls it the power of God.

“A house of prayer within prison
walls” describes the Church of the Good
Samaritan. Located squarely in the mid-
dle of the prison yard at Western State
Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, it has been
served since its beginning in 1942 by the
Rev. A. W. Stremel, ULCA pastor.

Something happened Jan. 18, 1953,
that could have been cause for irretriev-
able losses in this ministry. The prison-
ers’ seething spirits finally erupted into
rioting. As a result, all regular programs
of the chapel were suspended. Church
services were discontinued for nine Sun-
days. Bible forums were not resumed
until the following January. Other group
meetings did not reconvene for 16
months. Even now, 21 months later, the
weekday program has not been com-
pletely reinstated.

But buried in Chaplain Stremel’s
closely typed, eight-page report, released
in September, are sentences like these:
“The post-riot period offered great op-
portunity for Christian services.” “The
suspension of group meetings opened the
way for intensive personal work.” The
riot was a camouflaged blessing.

During the emergency he distributed
more than 97,000 pieces of Christian lit-
erature, including 800 Bibles, 1,560 New
Testaments, 520 books. He carried on
pastoral counseling at cell doors, by hos-
pital beds, in temporary barracks.

When the men confined to their cells
after rioting became restless and de-
pressed for lack of worthwhile activity,
the chaplain suggested the therapy of
Bible study. Hundreds responded, and
interest held. Now 478 men are enrolled
in Bible correspondence courses.

As Chaplain Stremel says, “Prison is a
great mission field where men can be won
for Christian living . . .”

November 17, 1954
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THE NEW BALDWIN

Electronic Organ
MODEL 45 he |

¢ Two full 61 note manuals, 25 pedals i

¢ 20 independent stops, four cou- i
plers, selective vibratos b |

* Self-contained amplification
—completely portable
¢ Standard controls

* Traditional Baldwin
tone quality

* New modest cost

e

MODEL 45 y

An innovation in organ
building, the new syLpwiy
Model 45 commands stops in
all four organ tone families—
Diapason, Flute, String. and
Reed. Although self con-
tained, requiring no special
installation, the Model 45
can be used with Baldwin’s
standard auxiliary tone
equipment. See this amazing
instrument!

Is Financing a Problem?

The Baldwin Piano Com-
peny will finance your pur-
chase of any Baldwin-built
Ppiano or organ.
Thousands of churches are
now teking advantage of
this unique manufacturer-
customer Finance Plan.
For complete details aslk:
your Baldwin dealer, or
write us.

NOW BALDWIN COVERS THE FIELD WITH
FOUR SUPERB ELECTRONIC ORGANS
. . An Instrument for Every Purpose, Every Budget!
THE BALDWIN PIANO COMPANY

Organ Division, Cincinnati 2, Ohio

ORGA-SONIC
MODEL 40

Builders of: Baldwin Grand Pianos « Acrosonic
Spinet Pianos « Hamilton Vertical Pianos
Baldwin and Orga-Sonic Electronic Organs

I The BaLpwin Piano Company, Organ Division
I Department L-114, Cincinnati 2, Ohio

1 Please send us full information on:

i
|
I
[0 The new Mudel 45 Baldwin Electronic Organ. |
Other electronic organs built by Baldwin. ]
Baldwin's unique manufacturer-customer )
Finance Plan. |

|

H

1

I

1

| Organization
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—Changes of Pastorate —

CANADA
Goos, WALTER J. From Linwood parish,
Ont. To Redeemer Church, Fisherville,
Ont.

“I'M MAKING
MORE THAN SR S—

HamsHErR, M. Roy. From Trinity Church,
$ 000 u Mont McAlisterville. Retirement.
SwAVELY, JoHN A. From Mountain Grove

Haven't Touched Bottom Yet! ’” parish. To Rothsville parish.

CENTRAL STATES
—reports Charles Kama, Texas, one of many

who are ‘‘cleaning up' with orders for oN, EDWARD J. From Lu .
PRESTO, Science's New Midget Miracle MATTS ’ 5 : Lutheran wel

C.KAMA

Fire Extinguisher. So can YOU! fare Council of Northern California, ex-

Amazing new kind of fire extinguisher. H 1 1
'l'i:l_\‘l"r‘l('.\lll" does job of bulky eglinguish— ecutive dlI‘eCtOI‘. TO Central SemlnarY!
ers that cost 4 times as much, are 8 times as ™
heavy. Ends fires fast as 2 seconds, Never faculty.

corrodes. Guaranteed for 20 years! Over 2
5 million sold! Sells for only $3.98.

Show it to civil defense workers, owners
of homes, cars, boats, farms, ete., and to DECEASED
stores for re-sale—make good income. H. J.
Science’s Kerr reports $20 a day. Wm. Wydallls,
N Mi $15.20 an hour. Write for FREE Sales Kit.
ew Midget w1, obligation. (1f you want a regular Presto

Miracle as a demonstrator, send $2.50. Money back Margare‘l' Greever Copenhaver
“PRESTO” it you wish.)

Mrs. Margaret Greever Copenhaver

MERLITE INDUSTRIES, Dept, 7211, 114 East 32 St., . ) ’

N. Y. 16, N. Y. IN CANADA: Mopa Co., Ltd., 371 Dowd widow of the late Dr. Eldridge COpenhaver,
St., Montreal I, P. Q. . . .

former president of Marion College, died

at Marion, Virginia, Sept. 21. Born in

Burke’s Garden, Virginia, she attended

SUNSHINE LINE Greeting Cards

De Luxe Feature Assortment

21 Secripture-text folders. Every design is
different. A de luxe assortment in every sense
of the word. Cards include many_special
finishes, appliques, embossing, die-cutting, etc.
Also included is a folder featuring Sallman’s
“Head of Christ.” Assortment includes en-
velopes. (NM8554) With Scripture texts $1

-————————————l——-——————————————————-—-_—-————l———- —— e -

Nativity Parchment

16 folders make up this unusual assortment.
Tells the story of the Nativity in original art
and Scripture text as recorded in the Gospels
of Matthew and Luke. Folders are printed
on high quality white parchment in glorious
full-color.  Assortment includes envelopes.
(NM874) With Scripture texts $1.25

Ask for Quantity Prices on the Above Assortments
UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE

Philadelphia 7 Austin 1 Columbia 1 Los Angeles 5 New York 1
Kitchener, Ont. Chicago 2 Des Moines 9 Pittsburgh 22 Baltimore 1 Rio Piedras, P. R.
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Marion College and Cincinnati Conserva-
tory of Music.

Mrs. Copenhaver had been president of
the Women’s Missionary Society of the
Synod of Virginia, and a member of the
executive board of the ULC Women’s Mis-
sionary Society.

Survivors include two daughters, Miss
Margaret Sue Copenhaver of Marion and
Mrs. Gordon Hanes of Winston-Salem,
N. C.; a brother, Dr. W. H. Greever of
Columbia, S. C., former secretary of the
United Lutheran Church in America; and
three sisters, Miss Ida Greever, Miss Emma
Greever, and Mrs. C. J. Moss, of Burke's
Garden, Virginia.

The funeral was at Ebenezer Church,
Marion, on Sept. 23, with Dr. Rudolph G.
Schulz, pastor, and President John Fray of
Marion College, officiating.

Dr. David F. Longacre

The Rev. David Longacre died Oct. 18 in
Boyertown, Pa. His tragic death followed
several years of treatment in mental hos-
pitals.

Pastor Longacre was born in Weissport,
Pa., in 1897. After study at Muhlenberg
College and Philadelphia Seminary, he was
ordained by the Ministerium of Pennsyl-
vania in 1922. In 1929 he earned the S.T.M.
degree from Philadelphia Seminary; in 1953
Muhlenberg College conferred upon him
the D.D. degree.

After a pastorate in the Stouchsburg, Pa.,
parish, he went to St. John’s Church,
Boyertown, in 1926. He was a president
of the Lutheran pastoral association of
Reading and the Reading Conference of the
Ministerium. He also served as vice presi-
dent of the trustees of the Topton Home.

Surviving with his wife, the former Clara
Andrews, are two sons, the Rev. Jacob Long-
acre of Lancaster and David W., a teacher
at Parkland High School in Allentown, Pa.

Funeral service was conducted QOct. 22
in St. John’s Church by Dr. Charles M.
Cooper, president of the Ministerium of
Pennsylvania. Interment was ip
Cemetery, Slatington, Pa.

November 17, 1954
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When you think
of church
furniture...

Write for

brochure 1.

Sglltcuuncu FURNITURE Co,

JANESVILLE, WIS., ® BLUEFIELD, VA,

i .
' Looking for
a Christmas
gift for
your
. Pastor?
This is it!
Aok

"WORSHIP
RESOURCES

FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR

Compiled and Edited by CHARLES
L. WALLIS. A whole library of
new, inspiring worship mate-
rial in one invaluable book! It
covers every special day in the
year, church and civie, contains
material for 31 complete serv-
ices of worship, 111 ecalls to
worship, 106 invocations, 28
litanies, 126 prayers, 270 poems,
covers 359 topics from over 400
contributors. Five indices make
the right material for the right
day easy to find. Useful every
week in the year,

At your bookseller « $2.75
HARPER & BROTHERS ¢ N. Y. 16
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In CONCLUSION . .

L] L [ ] e L} »

JoHN STUART MILL, as I remember the
story, learned to read Greek by the time
he was five. The only thing remarkable
about that is that he had a father who
took the trouble to teach him. Young-
sters can learn almost anything that feeds
their restless and ceaseless curiosity.

These days, according to what I read
in the papers, our children exist on a dan-
gerous diet of horror “comic books” and
crime programs on television. I've never
seen a TV crime show or a horror comic,
so I hesitate to pose as an expert. But,
judging by the excitement among grown-
ups just now, this is a serious problem.

The first impulse of most people is to
call the nearest policeman and start a raid
on some drugstore or TV station. That
may have a good result, but usually
doesn’t. To put an OUT OF BOUNDS sign
on anything may increase its attractive-
ness.

In college one of our professors told
us about a book which, he said, was S0
wicked that there probably weren’t more
than four or five copies in western Penn-
sylvania. It took me practically no time
to find a copy in a big library, and I con-
sidered the book thoroughly delightful.
There’s enough rebel spirit in most of
us, at least when we’re young, to make
us want to experiment with things we’re
warned to stay away from.

I DON'T SUGGEST that censorship at-
tacks on these vicious crime publications
shouldn’t be attempted. We need well-
written laws to curb the sort of people
who would sell machine guns to 12-year-
olds if there’s profit in it.

Censorship is a poor technique to use
against adults, because it presumes there
are some folks wise enough to know what
isn't good for the rest of us. Usually the

50

censors lack imagination, and their ver-
dicts are often reversed eventually. But
censorship to protect children is easier
and more effective.

Church groups are right in taking an
active interest in trying to purge their
communities of crime-breeding incite-
ments which are now so plentiful. As we
reported in “Church in the News” last
week, men of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
in Youngstown, Ohio, were successful in
an attack on comics in their city. It isn’t
enough to engage in a brief crusade and
then forget it. This sort of thing re-
quires constant vigilance.

THE REAL TASK, though, is to replace
undesirable things with plenty of those
we approve. It ought to be as important
for mothers to provide their youngsters
with good things to read as good things
to eat. Parents should know about TV
programs that they want their children to
see, and make it easy for children to
learn to like them.

A home well stocked with good books
for children won’t be in serious danger of
horror comics. It isn’t necessary to try
to coax the children to read the books
you think they should. It’s better to put
them in easy reach, and let the children
find them.

Being a parent is a full-sized job, and
the results of taking the job seriously are
well worth while. Our church organiza-
tions should be able to give us help
and encouragement. Parents’ clubs in
churches are excellent places for sharing
ideas. A library of first-rate children’s
books could be managed in most congre-
gations. There used to be such things in
the old days, when they were less needed

than now.
—ELSON RUFF

The Lutheran




“...to aid the Luthervan Chureh in
extending the Luthervan faith . .

So begins
Article I of
Lutheran
Brotherhood’s
Articles of
Incorporation.

One of the best examples of LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD'S part in
extending the Lutheran faith is the granting of scholarships to
worthy Lutheran college students and seminary graduates. To
date, 137 collegescholarships of $300.00 each, a total of $41,000.00,
have been awarded to junior students of 29 selected Lutheran
colleges as well as 41 Lutheran scholarships of $1,000.00 each to
Lutheran Theological Seminary graduates. This is just part of
the “‘Lutheran Brotherhood Story.”

‘MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY

I am interested in the "'Lutheran Brotherhood Story.'’ Tell me more about jt!

G b BB T ST YRS Yiren N
B R, 5 T T
ey e SR Vo O Pichcs f

Name__ Age .
Street 0 ﬁ
Ciry,_ﬂ —_ Zone_____ State_

THIS IS ?MLIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY

Lutheran Brotherhood

CARL F. GRANRUD, President

LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE

608 Second Avenue South

® Minneapolis 2, Minnesota
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