S

INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD

Vol. 37, No. 51 SEPTEMBER 21, 1955

10 cenTs



BE OF GOOD COURAGE

WHILE WAITING FOR a bus at a transfer
point I observed the crowds of people
hurrying to their offices and shops, dash-
ing for buses, or strolling along enjoying
the morning sunshine of what promised to
be a pleasant autumn day. A man and a
woman, seemingly husband and wife,
hesitantly stopped someone hurrying by
to ask information about the bus routes.

The woman was small. Her eyes stared
from behind thick glasses. He was very
thin, and so tall he seemed almost to be
walking on stiits. Both had thick white
hair, and skin etched by lines of advanced
age.

A BUS STOPPED to pick up a chattering
crowd of young people on their way to
the university campus. I surmised that
our elderly passengers were on their way
to the famous University Hospital. They
had to take separate seats, but after a few
blocks there was room for the man to sit
with his wife. Before he had even settled

onto the seat beside her he reached down
and clasped her hand. Was he comfort.

ing her, or seeking encouragement for
himself?

AS I LEFT THE BUS at the hospital stop
the woman peered up at me with worried
eyes. In the rigid lines of her face I
could see fear and apprehension. Her
husband looked grim. Something was
very wrong. Bewildered, burdened with
trouble, and afraid, they still were making
their journey courageously because they
could hold on to a hand that was warm
and loving.

Probably no one ever travels life with-
out at some time being bewildered, bur-
dened with trouble, and afraid. Yet a
warm and loving hand is always waiting
to give comfort and courage. When they
reach out for it, they hear him say, “Lo,
I am with you alway. Even unto the
end of the world.”

—VIOLA L. SCOTT
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Chinese say missionaries can come home
After U.S. and Red China diplomats
wrangled through 14 sessions at Geneva
since Aug. 1, the Chinese said on Sept.
10 that they will free 26 American prison-
ers, and give exit permits to 15 other
Americans detained in China. Among
prisoners is the Rev. Paul Mackensen, a
30-year-old United Lutheran missionary.
Of the 41 Americans held in China,
17 are Roman Catholic and six are Prot-
estant missionaries. Twenty-two, includ-
ing 10 missionaries, were listed this month
for prompt release. Mr. Mackensen’s
name was not on this list. The U.S. State
Department supposes that he and the re-
maining 18 prisoners will be set free soon.
The long argument about the prisoners
hinged on whether the U.S. would per-
mit the Washington embassy of the gov-
ernment of India to act as agent for
Chinese students in America who wish to
return to mainland China. U.S. diplo-
mats this month agreed to the proposal
and said they “will give wide publicity
to the arrangement.”

A State Department spokesman re-
ported that 173 Chinese left the U.S. be-
tween July 11 and Aug. 31, and more
would go Sept. 17.

Mackensen in jail 42 months
Like another missionary named Paul,
the Rev. Paul Mackensen had been in
chains for the gospel. The Apostie Paul
was a prisoner in Rome 19 centuries ago.
Paul Mackensen was arrested in Tsingtao
March 7, 1952. News about him came
occasionally through fellow-prisoners who
were released.
The first direct word came last fall
when he was permitted to write a letter,
received Oct. 26 by his parents, the Rev.
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REev. PAuL J. MACKENSEN
Prayer, thought, action

and Mrs. Paul J. Mackensen of Baltimore.
A second letter arrived March 7. “I am
well and sound of body, mind, and spirit
—which news from me personally should
put an end to any undue worries you may
have had.” he wrote.

Ten years ago when Mr. Mackensen
applied for missionary service he wrote:
“A Christian message is much more than
a systematized statement of convictions.
It is a whole life of prayer and thought
and action consecrated in Christ Jesus.
That is my belief and, God willing, it will
be my life.”

The test came in 1949 when Com-
munists were closing in on Shantung
province. United Lutheran executives re-
quested missionaries with families to
come home, but gave unmarried mission-
aries the option of making their own de-
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cision. Four of the ULC staff in Tsingtao
stayed as Communists came in. After
they Were no longer permitted to work,
all four applied for exit visas. Three were
allowed to leave, but Mr. Mackensen was
detained. He was arrested on charges of
pbeing an American spy.

Episcopalians are still Protestants

High-church Episcopalians are irritated
because their church is officially named
the Protestant Episcopal Church. They
say they are Catholic, not Protestant. But
delegates at the church convention, held
in Honolulu this month, voted two to one
against dropping “Protestant” from the
name.

The question was debated an hour and
a half, with a majority arguing that Epis-
copalians are part of the Protestant fam-
ily of churches. Charles P. Taft, Cin-
cinnati layman, led the argument against

| the change of name. The word “Prot-

estant” does “mean something,” he said.
‘It means the firm declaration of your
convictions . . . Our church is a reforma-
tion church.” : -

The Protestant-Catholic argument was
sharpened  when bishops  from South
America said the Roman Catholijc Church
eXploits - its people and keeps them in
SUperstition in such countries as Brazil.
L}Enlﬁonéi:: (llatholicl})ishop of Honoluly,

. nla 1
Paper that “Itn’iliei;gx;tsa 10?111 istinn
“ergyman 1o attack the achings ]
Motives of iy ; teac.:hmg.s and
Mother of oy Christl;;; c'“'d?wh' "’ e
tvilization.

brag bans "Luther"

o g Ziiers in Brazill will not be permitted
the Martin Luther movie, the

0, Mment’s cepsor of entertainment an-
0ced thjg month. He said his country
[las a IaW prohlbltlﬂg a th.eatrical exhibi-
0f “Oﬁensive to Commumty_or religion.”
The film was bannéd earlier this year

§
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in Peru, the Philippines, and Egypt. In
1953 the picture was banned in theaters
of Quebec, but was shown to 25,000 peo-
ple in 11 Protestant churches May 31 to
June 3.

“If additional attempts to secure per-
mission for theatrical showings” are un-
successful in Brazil, said Robert E. A.
Lee of Lutheran Church Productions,
“we will then have to turn to other means
of getting this important motion picture
to the people.”

Bradfordsville goes back o school

Protestant parents called off their
school strike in Bradfordsville, Kentucky,
as the new term began this month. More
than 300 pupils stayed out of school all
last year. The high school in Bradfords-
ville, a Protestant community, was closed
last year, and pupils were assigned to the
Lebanon school, 10 miles away. Parents
kept them at home, and also refused to
send their children to the Bradfordsville
grade school. ~

The argument centers on the Marion
county practice of employing 44 Roman
Catholic nuns as public-school teachers.
This question is pending 'in Kentucky’s
court of appeals, following the decision
of a circuit court judge that garbed nuns
may teach in public schools. '

Bradfordsville parents won’t send their
children to the Lebanon high school, but
to Hustonville, 35 miles away and outside
Marion county. Parents say they will buy
a bus and employ a driver. '

Hopeful about refugees

“A rather steady flow” of immigrants
is reaching the U.S. under terms of the
Refugee Relief Act of 1953, said Refugee
Administrator Pierce J. Gerety. He said
“the present rate of admissions won't fill
the 209,000 quota by the time the pro-
gram expires on Dec. 31, 1956, but the
rate is going up.”




NEw WORLD FOR THE PATzZz FAMILY
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Lutheran-sponsored refugees who arrived last month have home in Montgomery, Pa.

The U.S. State Department “and every-
body in it,” said Mr. Gerety, “is trying
wholeheartedly to make this program
work.” Visas for 46,709 immigrants have
been issued, and 35,000 pecople have ar-
rived. An additional 88,798 applications
are being processed, he said.

Americans “don’t have to sign a blank
check” in promising homes and jobs for
refugees, said Mr. Gerety. He pointed
out that several large organizations such
as the National Catholic Welfare Confer-
ence, Church World Service, and Lu-
theran World Federation are ready to
underwrite a sponsor’s pledge. - “If you
can give a refugee a job—on a farm, in

a factory, in a store, or in your home
as a domestic—you can be a sponsor. All

you have to do is get in touch with one

of the agencies helping to resettle refu-
gees, and they will tell you how you can
act as a sponsor without taking on an
unlimited liability.”

Lutheran Refugee Service had located

sponsors for 4,626 refugee families
through Sept. 9. Number of LRS-spon-
sored immigrants who had arrived in the
U.S., up to Sept. 9, was 1,777.

More heresy in Wisconsin

The Rev. Victor K. Wrigley was miss-
ing on Sept. 8 when a Synod of the North-
west investigating committee met to con-
tinue its inquiry into his beliefs. He
stayed away on the advice of the council
of Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Brook-
field, Wisconsin, where he is pastor.

The committee has been operating out-
side its constitutional authority, the
church council notified Synod President
Paul E. Bishop. The council said that in-
stead of investigating charges of “preach-
ing and teaching doctrine in conflict with
the faith” which have been brought
against three Wisconsin pastors, the com-
mittee has been querying these pastors in

an cffort to build up charges against them.
The council asked that “no charges be in-
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ltlatgfi again§t our pastor unless they can
be directly identified with what he has
preached ang taught.”

The counci] objected also to not being

permitted to have a representative present
at the hearings.

Thirty-five pastors want new #rial

Acquittal of the Rev. John H. Ger-
berding on eight heresy charges on Aug.
31 (see page 37) stirred up a storm
among United Lutheran pastors in the
Milwaukee area.

There were “shocking discrepancies”
between statements Mr. Gerberding made
to his trial committee and statements
made to newspaper reporters after the
trial, said 35 pastors who signed a peti-
tion for reopening the trial. Among the
35 were three members of the trial com-
mittee who had joined in the unanimous
verdict clearing Mr. Gerberding.

A Wisconsin pastor who was convicted
of “doctrinal deviation” by a trial com-
mittee on July 28 has been suspended
from his ministry in the synod. He is the
Rev. George P. Crist. This month he
mailed a 21-point questionnaire to Lu-
theran pastors outside the Northwest
Synod, asking how they “regard the Bible
and the Book of Concord, both in a gen-
eral sense and in regard to a few of the
questions which have been raised in my
case.”

Among the questions is: “Is it essential
to faith that Christ be regarded as having
actually been born at Bethlehem and un-
der the circumstances reported in the gos-
pels, i.e., of a virgin, a star in the east,
Wise men, shepherds, gifts, the flight into
Egypt, Herod’s slaughter of the infants,
etc.? If the answer is no, then what part
of or attitude toward the account is es-
sential to faith?”

Jews lose at Sands Point
Jews had bought a $215,000 estate, in-

-
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cluding 24 acres and a 40-room house,
at Sands Point, exclusive residential area
on Long Island. They planned to use it
for a synagogue and school. This month
the local board of zoning appeals refused
to permit use of the property for these
purposes.

New York’s Governor Averell Harri-
man, who has a home at Sands Point, said
the board’s decision was “shocking” and
“arbitrary.” The Jewish congregation wil}
appeal the case to the county supreme
court.

Attorneys for the Roman Catholic
diocese of Rochester, New York, have
filed suit in the state court of appeals
against Brighton township. Catholics
planned to construct a church and school
on a l4-acre tract. The township board
ruled that the area is restricted to resi-
dential construction.

Roman Catholics in Piedmont, Cali-
fornia; Multnomah county, Oregon, and
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, have
been in court this year to get exemptions
from local restrictions on church or
school construction. A Jewish congrega-
tion has been fighting an injunction
against building a synagogue in North
Dallas, Texas. An Assembly of God
church went to court for permission to
build in Robbinsdale, Minnesota. A Ne-
gro Baptist congregation won its case be-
fore a county planning commission for
permission to build a church in a residen-
tial area outside Modesto, California.

Negroes will be invited

No congregation of a major Protestant
denomination in Washington, D. C., had
risked mixing whites and Negroes in its
membership until last year, the Washing-
ton Post reported. The first experiment
was in Augustana Lutheran Church.

Six more white congregations of vari-
ous denominations have accepted Negro
members in Washington since then, said
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the Post. Total Negro enrollment is 40.

“Operation 1 Mile” will begin soon in
Augustana Church, says the pastor, the
Rev. Clarence T. Nelson. Visitors from
the congregation will go to every home,
white and Negro, within a mile of the
church, inviting all to attend. “There has
been no pounding at the gates” by Ne-
groes eager to join the white congrega-
tion, said Pastor Nelson. The church, in
a neighborhood largely Negro, is going
after them.

Integration in parochial schools

A Roman Catholic high school in
Dallas, Texas, admitted two Negro stu-
dents this month—the first of their race
accepted by an all-white high school in
the city.

"It is our conviction that all citizens of
this country should obey the Constitution
and the laws as they are interpreted by
the Supreme Court,” said the school
principal, the Rev. Thomas J. Shields.
The court decision on integration does
not apply to private schools, but “its spirit
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plainly does,” said Father Shields.

In New Orleans the Roman Catholic
archbishop, Joseph F. Rummel, said
racial integration in parochial schools wijl]
not be attempted until next fall. “We are
confronted with the tradition of segrega-
tion over a period of 150 years,” he said.
“It has been considered wise and neces-
sary to allow time for a fuller explanation
of Catholic teaching on this subject and
for the physical adjustment that integra-
tion will require.”

No gas on Sunday
Business picked up at a gasoline station

in East Los Angeles when the managers
decided to close Sundays. “Six days thou
shalt labor,” said the sign they put up.
There are big gas stations, open on
Sundays, on opposite corners from the
one operated by Edwin Boice and Paul
J. Parish. The managers were told they
would commit “business suicide” if they
closed Sundays. “If we can’t make a go
of our business in six days, we won’t be
able to make a go of it in seven,” said

SIX-DAY WErk 1IN 1.os ANGELES

Customers kept on coming
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Mr. Boice. “My family needs their daddy
on Sundays.”

Customers kept on buying regularly
at the six-day station. Net profits have
increased. “If this venture should fail,”
said Mr. Boice, “I'll never go back to a
seven-day week. I would g0 into some
other work. When the Lord said, ‘Six
days thou shalt labor,” he meant it.”

Belgians raise money for schools

There would have to be $10 million
collected by Roman Catholics in Belgium
this fall to make up for the cut in govern-
ment subsidy to parochial schools decreed
by the parliament in July. House-to-house
collections were being made. Also at
county fairs and other public assemblies
the offering plates were being passed.

The Belgian parliament cut $10 million
from the $74 million subsidy, and ruled
that parochial school teachers must meet
the same training requirements as other
teachers. Roman Catholics in the Nether-
lands and West Germany plan to help
Belgians in floating a loan to meet the
financial crisis.

Belgium’s Roman Catholic hierarchy
Plans to fight for repeal of the school
law.  There were 175,000 present this
Month at a ceremony in Brussels when
dmessage from Pope Pius was read. The
Pope urged “all Belgian fathers and moth-
IS, as well as teachers, to consecrate Bel-
8an Catholic education to Christ.”
a:z)arochia] schools in Belgium get big

'S when the Catholic Party (Social
Verrslstlz;:_l) is in power, but hz.ive the fa-
o tLN litled away when'Sc')malists con-
- ¢ government. Socialists and Lib-

S Combined Jast year to overthrow the
%lal Christian control of parliament.

Organisfs ask for salary increase

urch organists in Canada average
oy $900 a year in salary, they said at
| meeti“g this month iD London, Ontario.

lembar 2 I, 1955

“That’s the amount they were getting in
1939,” said Reginald Green. “Nobody
seems to have noticed them since.”

Although most organists have only
part-time employment in churches, many
are highly skilled artists and direct choirs
as well as play the organ, it was empha-
sized. The plaints were made at a session
of the Canadian College of Organists,
attended by more than 200 church musi-
cians.

Blake and the church boom

No one will deny that “there is a boom
in religion,” Dr. Eugene Carson Blake
said. He is chief executive of the Pres-
byterian Church USA and president of
the National Council of Churches.

“The evidence is overwhelming,” said
Dr. Blake in the Sept. 20 Look magazine.
“Evangelistic preachers command audi-
ences larger than those that gather at
major-league baseball games . . . Churches
are burning their mortgages . . . Our Sun-
day schools are bulging with 35,400,000
children . . .”

The danger is, said Dr. Blake, “that
there appears to be a growing interest in
what religion can do for a man, without
an accompanying moral concern about
what a religious man ought to be and do.”
The ancient idols—Mammon (“dressed
up in modern clothes™), Apollo (“a vague
search for a healing faith”), and Irene
(“‘peace of mind”)—are being worshiped
again.

Faith may become *a prop and a justi-
fication for an essentially unreligious life
instead of an aid to new moral and spir-
itual insights.,” But Dr. Blake makes an
optimistic prediction. *“The churches,” he
thinks, “will lead most of us to a fuller
knowledge of God and a greater obe-
dience to Him. Such a revival, however,
is dependent on keeping the idols from
the sanctuary.”



World News Notes

Red China deal

Chinese and American diplomats
talked politely with one another day after
day in Geneva. But both sides were ex-
tremely tough about yielding on any point.

The U.S. refused to talk about such
questions as Formosa until the Chinese
agreed to release 41 American prisoners
(see “Church in the News”). The Reds
replied that thousands of Chinese stu-
dents in the U.S. are not being permitted
to go home. They asked that the embassy
of some neutral nation such as India be
authorized to interview the students to
find out if they want to return to China.

Americans held out because this was
a question, they said, which could be dis-
cussed only with Chiang Kai-shek’s gov-
ernment, which was in power in China
when the students came to the U.S. To
permit India to act for Red China in
dealing with the students would be a left-
handed way of recognizing the Reds as
the rightful government of China.

In the end, the U.S. half-way sur-
rendered on the student question. Any
Chinese students in America may consult
with the Indian embassy in Washington
and will receive help, such as financial
assistance, in returning to Red China if
that’s where they want to go. Americans
detained in China will be permitted to
apply to the British embassy in Peiping
for exactly the same kind of assistance.

Too much prosperity

An unusual situation had been de-
veloping in such countries as England
and Germany this year. Because so many
people have jobs, there is danger of se-
rious economic difficulties.

In West Germany there were only
512,353 workers unemployed at the end
of August. That puts the workers in po-
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sition to demand higher wages. Increaseq
wages would mean higher prices, and
_Germany would lose its advantage in sell-
Ing cheaply in the world markets,

The Germans hope to solve the prob.-
lem by cutting prices instead of raising
wages. Production is rising so steadil;
that there will be enough of everything to
meet the demand even if prices go down.

The British have no such way of es-
caping from their problem of full em-
ployment. There were 22,945,000 em-
ployed in July, and fewer than 200,000
unemployed. It was estimated that
473,000 jobs are waiting to be filled.

But in this boom-time prosperity, the
British can’t afford to let their people
buy more. They must reserve a major
part of their production for export, to bal-
ance the huge imports necessary in the
little island kingdom. Britain’s gold and
dollar reserve fell $136 million in July,
$87 million in August. Workers want
higher wages, but that would mean more
buying and greater danger.

Visitors get to Estonia

The highest iron curtain in the world
shuts off the little Baltic countries—Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania. Since they were
annexed by Russia 10 years ago, no vis-
itors have been allowed.

This month the Reds made an excep-
tion to their rule. They allowed five citi-
zens of Finland to make a “good will”
visit to Estonia. The visitors were startled.
They heard Russian spoken almost as
much as Estonian. Newspapers publish
official speeches in both languages, and
posters in public places are bilingual.

Explanation is that the Reds have de-
ported or destroyed a large proportion of
the native people, and have replaced
them with Russian immigrants.

The Lutheran
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“seeks constantly to improve the welfare
of the wage-earner and safeguard him
against unfair practices and exploitation.”
Appealing for employment of workers
past 45, he quoted Eisenhower as saying
that we should recognize the values of
maturity, responsibility, and constancy
found in older workers.

WASHINGTON

gy ROBERT VAN DEUSEN

- The open break between organized la-
LABOR AND POLITICS bor and the administration will enliven

. the election campaign.
Lasor DAY speeches brought into the Underneath the tumult, the lines of a

open the widening rift between the Re-
publican administration and the leaders
€ of the labor movement. It is plain that
organized labor intends to take an active
part in the 1956 presidential election, and
to throw its weight behind the Demo-

coming power struggle can be discerned.
Open alignment with a particular party
was a major decision on the part of the
labor movement. It represented a de-
liberate prediction of the political future,
tic candidate. and a commitment of time, money, and
ey influence to help the prediction come true.

CIO President Walter Reuther accused : neludes the 1956
the administration of favoring the wealthy Th.at commitment inclu e§ the carm=
paign, but looks beyond it to 1960.

and neglecting the needy. CIO Secretary- ) _
A number of results will be likely.

- Treasurer James Carey charged President X i
‘ Eisenhower with failure to accept respon- Labor S AW str.ategy will strquthen the
sibility for the acts of his appointed of- Probability of Eisenhower running for re-
election. Labor will ask—and get, with

ficials.
some misgivings—a larger voice in the

Ex-President Harry Truman added fuel ) )
to the fire. He praised the coming merger internal running of the Democratic party,

of the CIO and the AFL, and said that a including the selection of a presidential
unified labor bloc could put the Demo- Nominee.

Crati .
dzzttlcg:;:-yebﬁk into power, .AFL Presi- THE 1956 ELECTION will be a trial run.
niteq o agniz t'eany’ Wh(_) will head the Its results will determine how strong a
' liticg) act%v't- ation, promised that the po-  hold the leaders of the labor movement
fter 1he mle;es of labor will be expanded have on its rank and file in political af-
Administra%f;r.l lead fairs. If th-ey find they can deliver the
Wions e silent aders gave labor _labor vote in substantial numbers, their
Y messy o Er'eatment 1n th'EII' L.abor influence between elections will be potent,
0 ) fhe gwo-rk' lienhower dpald tribute  no matter which party wins next year.
s iy Ing men ‘an’ women of 'In this struggI.e f(_)r power, the chur%‘h
Sty who with their hands, hearts  will be on the sidelines. It must remain
o Ellr}ds have contribllted SO mpch to  free to voice moral and ethical principles,
eng alional welfare. But he did not and to pass constructive judgment on
: 3 g On the role wh.ICh org_amzed labor both. sides. _But church people of both
of WUCh has played in the improvement parties, b'oth in and out of the labor move-
orking conditions. . o ment, will play an active part in the
abor Secretary James Mitchell said in  process and will help to determine the
ecia| broadcast that the- government  outcome.

Member 21, 1955 1
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Opportunity Knocks a Second Time

By CATHERINE HERZEL

School of Practical Nursing at Pittsburgh's Passavant Hospitql

offers older women the chance for a career of Christian service

“I ALWAYS WANTED to be a nurse,” she
said. “If it wasn’t for this”—her gesture
took in the whole school—“I'd be work-
ing at a job, any job, just to make a living,
and I'd be dissatisfied. Now I'm doing
what I really want to do and I'm happy.”

A graduate of the Kate Estella Koch
Practical Nurse School at Passavant Hos-
pital in Pittsburgh, Mrs. Moore was now
working in the hospital. I had asked her
what she thought of this new program
and the answer came before she spoke, for
her eyes lighted up with the fervor of
someone who has had a second chance
in life.

Mrs. Moore always wanted to be a
nurse but the depression came when she
was in ninth grade. She was the only one
in the family who could get a job, so she
stopped school and worked to keep the
family going. When the economic crisis
was over, she did not have the high school
diploma required to enter nursing and
gave up the idea. Later she married. One
day, over a year ago. one of her friends
told her about the new program at Passa-
vant Hospital for training practical
nurses.

“I'm going for an interview,” said the
friend. “Come along and see what it’s
like.”

The day ended with both Mrs. Moore
and her friend enrolled in the school.

Mrs. Herzel's article describes a field of
service which has opened up in many com-
interested in the work

munities. Women

may find similar schools in local hospitals.

12

“The study was hard after all thoge
years away from school,” said she, “byt
everything was worth while.” She paused
at the door, then came back to make sure
I understood. “It’s really wonderful,” she
said.

WHAT Is A practical nurse, anyway? In
the past she was often a woman with
flair for caring for the sick but with no
training or preparation beyond what she
gained by observation and common sense.

Even a warm heart and a deft way
with patients, however, can be made a
lot more efficient—and safer—when that
practical nurse has received training. The
need for her services is greater today than
ever before because there are not enough
professional nurses. As the field of medi-
cine grows wider and more complicated,
with new medicines and new techniques,
the professional nurse is needed as a
highly skilled technician and director of
nursing services. There are not enough of
them to go around to provide the neces-
sary bedside care of the patient, too.

Yet that bedside care is important. If
it is left to incompetent or ignorant hands,
all the spectacular advances in medicine
may do the individual patient very little
good. A practical nurse is trained for this
important, limited, field. She is a member
of a team working together to care for
and rehabilitate the patient—a team com-
posed of the doctor, the professional
nurse. and the practical nurse.

WHERE ARE WE TO recryit these prac-
tical nurses? If we can’t oot enough stu




ARRIVING STUDENT GETS WELCOME
A whole new life opens up

dents for professional training, where will
the practical nursing students come from?
The answer to that lies in the stories of
individual students and graduates. There
Was Mrs. Anderson, for example.

She was a young woman with two chil-
firen of school age. How had she gotten
Interested in practical nursing?

_“I live in an apartment house,” she
%aid, “and after my two boys went to
i:giol there just wasn’t enough house-
borrs Stuo keep me busy. _One of my neigh-
s o z;g_iested that I might like to work
decid lte at Passavant Hospital and I
e Ilurs'o try that. I discovered that I
o mucll?g. If, years ago, I had known
Sarteq | I'love nursing I would have
fore ; 0 train as' a registered nurse be-
Wang toWas married. 1 lgve people. .I

s€rve them at the time when their

mag is greatest. When I have finished

of thng a patient comfortable and go out

e room, and then at the doorway I

aefar ‘Good-bye, MTs. Ar?derson’-——l have
®eling of real accomplishment.

S
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“Wasn't it difficult,” I asked, “to man-
age the year of training when you had a
family to look after?” |

“The family co-operated,” said Mrs.
Anderson. “My boys learned to help with
the housework and they were willing to
do it because they knew it was worth-

while.”

NoT ALL THE STUDENTS in the School
of Practical Nursing are married women.
Many are teen-agers, such as you meet
in the professional nurses’ training. Often
these girls took the wrong course in high
school—the commercial course, often.
Then, when they considered nursing, they
found that they lacked the science and
math courses needed for entrance into the
professional school. Others come from
small high schools that did not offer the
necessary courses.

Some had only two years of high
school, like the young girl who came with
her mother to be interviewed. She had
had enough of high school. She never,
never wanted to see a school again. She
did excellent work in the year’s course
and now is going to night school to make
up the missing years. Many of these
younger girls plan to go on for further
study, like Miss Davis. She had been
working as a bookkeeper, satisfied with
the nice salary check she got, but unsatis-
fied with everything else about the job.
She will graduate in October. And then?

“I'm going on to study and do further
work in physiotherapy. This course gives
you a good foundation for anything you
need, and you can go on to study more
and more.”

One girl from the Midwest had two
years of college. She was engaged to be

married but her young man was in the
army in England. She decided that the
year’s training as a practical nurse would
be better preparation for marriage than

[3




two more years of college, soO she came
to stay with her uncle, a professor at the
University of Pittsburgh, and is taking

the course.

THE AGE LIMIT for entrance to the
school is 18 to 55. But there is one stu-
dent, Miss Hayes, who is older than 55.
She had always been interested in nursing
but there were responsibilities that kept
her from undertaking it at an earlier age.
When she chose Passavant, after looking
up all the schools of practical nursing she
could find, she met with a refusal. Miss
Lang, director of the school, explained
that her age was a factor that could not
be overlooked.

“At least let me fill out an application,”
said Miss Hayes.

“Very well, but it will only be turned
down.”

It was, but Miss Hayes telephoned,
“Please let me come in for the interview.”

The answer after the interview was the
same: “Your age is too great to under-
take this program.”

“Please let me take the physical ex-
amination,” she pleaded.

This will settle the matter, thought Miss
Lang, and agreed.

During the routine examination the
young doctor asked her how old she was.

“Why, at your age, do you want to get
into this?” he asked.

“Young man,” she said, “all my life 1
have wanted to be a nurse. All I'm asking
for is a chance.”

Said the doctor, “*As far as I am con-
cerned, you shall have your chance.”

Miss Hayes is now a student in the
school. She enjoys the study as well as
the practice and looks forward to doing
hospital or institutional work after grad-
uation.

Perhaps Mrs. Gross represents the ex-
periences of the middle-aged woman as
well as any. Her family was raised. her
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her dolls, putting their arms in splj
She }}ad coaxed her mother to mle)lkm&
nurse? cap from an old stiff collar ofel; X
father’s. But somehow she had nev:r
been .able to train to be a nurse. Thep shz
married and the dream was put away.

Mrs. Gross pointed out one of the ag.
vantages of practical nursing. “Jf ,
look 1t 3 single gray hair g o Y

gray hair and say, ‘We
don’t want you.” But in nursing they look
at your gray hair and say, ‘Ah, ma-
turity.” ”

We could not describe the students
without a glance at a small minority
group—the four men now in the school.
Sometimes it is as hard for a man to break
into a field considered woman’s work as
for a woman to enter a profession re-
served for men. But men have nursing
aptitudes, too, and there is an increasing
need for their services, especially in vet-
erans’ hospitals, psychiatric wards, and
so on. One of the weak points of hosPital
care at the present time is the untrained
orderly who often gives bedside care
without knowing anything about it. His
ignorance can be dangerous. '

Because of the low pay, orderlies i
often men of little ability. If men can t?e
trained to give intelligent bedside care ;12
the hOSpiYalS. a very real advance in t

care of the sick will have been made. q
ined:
How ARE PRACTICAL nurses train

The first four months of their prOgYa:;
is study, with a stiff schedule of clasS’Ct
in anatomy and nursing theory- The’ ﬂ:r'i_
eight months include classes but €xP v-
ence is eained in actual on-the-ward scr

ice. \\’}:en they have eraduated, pracU?a
aurses arc ready for jobs in hospitalS- 1

, The Luthere’
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stitutions, or in private nursing, to give
actual bedside care under the supervision
of a physician or professional nurse. The
29 nurses who have so far been graduated
from the Passavant School are holding
jobs in hospitals, in a home for crippled
children, in convalescent homes, in a Lu-
theran home for-older people. Three of
the graduates are taking further study.

When you are writing about a church
institution, as Passavant Hospital has al-
ways been, you ask more questions. What
is the religious plus that is going into these
lives? What makes this school a project
that is especially religious? Part of the
answer is sensed when you attend the
chapel services that begin each day at
Passavant. Attendance is not compul-
sory, but students are faithful, taking part
in leading the service. Some, who do not
live in the nurses’ home, must start very
early in the morning to reach the hospital
for that extra fifteen minutes, but they
are there.

These students are in contact with
Christian personalities, for Passavant

ﬂ-f@‘ ¥

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE FOR PRACTICAL NURSES
They see their work as an opportunity to serve

Hospital has on its staff seven dea-
conesses, an ordained clergyman, two
former missionaries, and lay people who
are teaching and working at this hospital
because it is an opportunity for Christian
service.

At Passavant the opportunities of a
practical nurse are presented as oppor-
tunities to serve. The pin the practical
nurse receives on her graduation has on
it a shield, to symbolize the service the
student has been given by the school in
learning to give safe nursing care to the
patient, and a lamp, symbol of the com-
fort and courage a nurse can give to a
patient in the dark night of his need.

Over one hundred years ago Passavant
Hospital was founded “in order that the
sick and suffering might be cared for in a
becoming and Christian manner, without
distinction of color, creed or country.”
Founding the hospital was a thrust into
the future, an adventure in Christian
service. The school of practical nursing
is opportunity knocking a second time
at the doors of people who want to serve.

CHRISTIANITY ISN'T ONLY going to church on Sunday. It is living 24

hours of every day with Jesus Christ.

—BiiLy GRAHAM

% September 21, 1955 - s
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FAITH TALKS IN MANY TONGUES

By STEWART W. HERMAN

Sometimes it seems as if the Tower of Babel is duplicated

in the diversity of languages used in Lutheran servicesg

THis 1s THE STORY of Arab Lutherans
—yvyes, Lutherans—who turned up in
Chile, of Chinese Lutherans who settled
in Uruguay, of Japanese Lutherans who
are still immigrating to Brazil and of the
Latvian Lutherans who—thanks to the
Lutheran World Federation—are now on
their way to Venezuela from Manchuria
by way of Hong Kong.

Let’s begin with the Arabs. Two Arab
boys went to visit their uncle in Chile
about two years ago. They had been
raised as Lutherans in Jerusalem. It was
no problem at all for the Lutheran World
Federation office in Jerusalem to refer
them to the LWF office for Latin Amer-
ica, and for me to write to the Lutheran
pastor in Valdivia, Chile, where the
young men would be living.

But church services in Valdivia are
mostly in German, whereas the boys
spoke only English and Arabic. They
were cordially received by the pastor and
the congregation but genuine fellowship
without a common language is not easy.
Their efforts to start a career were even
more difficult. The latest report is that
they decided to give up and return home.

Maybe Arabs should not go to Chile
at all. but the haunting question remains:
is our church doing all that it should for
its migrating members? How does a
worldwide church as big as ours, in a day
when Christianity can ill afford to lose its

Dr. Herman heads the Lutheran World Fed-
eration’s work in Latin America.
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faithful members, effectively hold itg
own? Who are our own? Half the time
we do not even recognize them. Luther-
ans, we think, should be people who
speak, dress and act just like ourselves.
The trouble is, many of them don’t. Thﬁs
it is easy to fall into danger of being most
unbrotherly toward our brethren.

THE OTHER DAY I received a letter from
Japan about a fine Lutheran family mov-
ing to Sao Paulo, Brazil. Could I put
them in touch with a Lutheran pastor
there? Yes, of course, but again the serv-
ices are largely in German. Portuguese
services are held once a month. Undoubt-
edly the pastor will do what he can, but
congregations everywhere tend to be
cliquish. Will these Japanese friends
really feel at home?

A parish secretary near New York tele-
phoned our office to say that an American
family was moving to Lima, Peru, and
would like to have the address of the Lu-
theran church. Of course I had to ask
whether the family understood either
German or Norwegian, these being the
languages in which services there are cur-
rently held. If not, they would be told
that there is also an interdenominational
American church where they can wor-
ship in English.

What can be done? Obviously, you
can’t have special Arabic sermons in

Chile or require an old German congre-

gation in Brazil to alter jts whole pro-

gram for the sake of one Japanese family
(e
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(even thougmmay be tho_ustmds t)tf
Japanese families without a Christian w11]-
ness around Sao Paulo). Nor can'the
pastor in Lima (who speaks English)
hold regular English services for only one
American family, although .there are doz-
ens of such families living in most of the
Latin American capital§ wh.o woutd wel-
come services in English in their own
Lutheran church.

THE PROBLEM goes dee
4 question of language.
Christian fellowship m
tned! This ig where our
IS weak, Language, nat
an obstruction, but it
SUrmountap]e one,

per than simply
Bonds of global
ust be strength-
Lutheran church

Span-
Act-

can-
There are two

n Argentina,

© Sounds jm,
ually it is n

Navigpg
or t

pressive, doesp’t it?
ot enough. Take the S
» for instance!
Y hree Swedish pastors

t(:lth;en]y one in Br'azil ;r:iwom_a assigned
, XIco. There is a ©glan pastor
in CUador and two or three S€amen’s
Btorg in certain port cities. Thousangs

are without pastoral care. Or, take the
Hungarians who have one pastor in
Venezuela and a second one—at the other
end of the continent—in Argentina.

More languages are needed. But also
a greater use of a common language,
such as Spanish. More pastors are needed
with a command of three or four lan-
guages, including Spanish.

THE GERMANS are best served because
they are most numerous. At least 250
of the 400 Lutheran pastors in South
America still use German, although not
exclusively. But there is hardly one pas-
tor per 3,000 baptized members in Argen-
tina, Brazil and Chile. This provides one
of the reasons why church leaders have
frequently said that they cannot under-
take “missionary” work: they have more
than enough to do among European Lu-
therans, including Austrians,
Dutch and other Europeans who
stand German.

The nub of the problem raised by the
Arabs, Japanese and stray American Lyu-
therans is similar to the predicament of

Swiss,
under-

the adjustment—oy, ad-
Justment, too—wag difficult.

migrants who refused t

vances of local congregations and organ-
ized their own. Thus, we see how the
feeling of brotherhood h
of decreasing in direct

Proximity of our brethren.

he friendly ad-




IT wouLD BE a great pity if the Lu-
theran church around the world were to
become one great indiscriminate melting
pot of traditions and cultures. That’s
not the true way to *“one church.” Not
even the Roman Catholic Church with
its centralization of authority has been
able to achieve such a thing. On the other
hand, we Lutherans have one confession
of faith which unites us. Therefore, lin-
guistic, cultural and national differences
should not be permitted to divide us.
Some steps can be taken—and are being
taken—to make our Latin American fel-
lowship more all-inclusive.

A Chinese restaurant in Montevideo
attracted Missionary Paul Benson because
he had been born in China and enjoyed
cating Chinese food. He was not pre-
pared (but neither was he wholly unpre-
pared) for what followed. In an exchange
of friendly Chinese words with the pro-
prietor and his smiling wife, it soon ap-
peared that they had been educated in a
Lutheran school in China. They were
overjoyed to discover that their children
could attend a Lutheran Sunday school
in Uruguay. Thus that oriental family has
found a place in the young mission con-
gregation in Montevideo, along with
Uruguayans and Europeans. “Tradition”
never had a chance. Spanish is the com-
mon language.

IN A CHURCH of many languages, such
as our Lutheran church is, we need pas-
tors of many languages. American Lu-
therans impatiently expect everybody—
especially immigrants—to speak English
as soon as possible. Germans tend to
think that the language of Luther is sac-
rosanct and must never be abandoned.
Scandinavians are inclined to regard their
religion as an intimate and inseparable

ey S
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part of their own Nordic culture. Each
of these tendencies is understandable but
- - - they divide our church. Especially
if the pastors hesitate to launch out in
other tongues.

Most of our Latin American pastors
already speak an “extra” language, g31-
though Paul Benson is probably the only
one who can handle Chinese. Linguistic
exhibit No. 1 is no doubt Pastor George
Posfay of Caracas, Venezuela, who com-
mands Hungarian (his mother tongue),
Swedish, German and English. More-
over, he picked up enough Latvian from
his good friend and colleague, Pastor
Alfreds Gulbis, to conduct Latvian sery-
ices when necessary.

BUT NO PASTOR can master all the “Lu-
theran languages” he is likely to en-
counter in South America, from Finnish
to French, from Dutch and Danish to
Romanian and Russian. The only solu-
tion is to develop gradually a common
language of worship and this must—for
the sake of all—be the dominant lan-
guage of the area. That means Spanish,
except for Brazil, where Portuguese is
spoken. The irony of it is that the pastors
themselves have been hesitant to make the
fullest use of Spanish. Is the Roman
church to be left with a virtual monopoly
of the language, along with its arrogation
of the term Catholic?

In a day when the peoples of the world
are being shuffled and reshuffled as never
before, the duties and obligations of a
world-wide church must be restudied on
a world-wide basis. Latin America con-
stitutes only one illustration of the fact
that every migrant Lutheran—Arab,
Chinese, Latvian or American—is a test
of the ability of our church to serve our
members wherever they go.

LiIKE TEA, a Christian’s real strength comes out when he gets into

hot water.
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THEY STUDIED STEWARDSHIP

By LUCILLE E. HEIN

Members of an old New York City congregation spent three days
in a "stewardship retreat”" and came forth with new enthusiasm

“WE MUST BE DISTURBED,” the Rev.
Leopold W. Bernhard told the earnest
group before him. “Only when we are
disturbed and disturb others can we truly
he Christ’s stewards and messengers.”

The 70 members of St. Peter’s Lu-
theran Church of New York seemed to
agree with their pastor. They had just
completed a three-day retreat in which
stewardship and evangelism were the sub-
jects, morning, noon and night. An earlier
generation at St. Peter’s might have re-
acted differently, but now a city church
was engaged in serious self-examination
about its mission and its future.

For 85 vEars St. Peter’s Church has
carried on its ministry in the busy heart
of New York City. The church’s build-
ing was at Lexington Avenue and 46th
Street from 1871 until construction of
Grand Central Terminal with its maze
of underground railroad tracks and tun-
tels required it to move. Since then the
zﬁngregation has worshiped in a fine

urc i
“’ithinh aatst;?smf}:(r)gw amfi tlfm:?v ot
Atforia Mool ot of the aldorf-

: r city landmarks.
Uring the early period of its life, St.
I's had another distinction. For more
‘ an Seventy years its pastor was a
Yoldenke—first Dr. Edward F. Mold-
“Ike, who served until his death in 1904,
nd Was succeeded by his son, Dr. Alfred

* Moldenke. The tradition of the con-
gregation was German. It was a close-

Nit ang self-contained group.
DUring the 15-year pastorate of Dr.

Pete
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Russell F. Auman, St. Peter’s made the
difficult transition from a German-lan-
guage to an English-language congrega-
tion. The change in tradition and in
membership made new approaches neces-
sary. Last year the Rev. Mr. Bernhard
came to St. Peter’s and the congregation
faced its future with determination to
serve its city.

A SYMBOL OF THIS new attitude was
the week-end *“Stewardship Retreat.” The
group of 70 met at Lake Minnewaska, a
mountain resort, and for three days
studied the congregation’s plans and pur-
pose.

Before the group left the week-end
meeting, they were making plans for their
future—disturbed, questioning, thought-
ful, and yet confident. Dr. Henry W.
Endress, executive director of the Lu-
theran Laymen’s Movement for Stew-
ardship, one of the discussion leaders at
the retreat, called it “an experiment other
churches should follow.” Dr. William H.
Stackel, Rochester bank executive and
prominent ULCA layman, said, “I had a
feeling that these folks had come for real
help and for a program which they could
put to work in their parish . . . It seems
to me that the pattern of the retreat is

one that any live congregation could
adopt with benefit.”

ONE OF THE first steps in analyzing the
future role of St. Peter’s was a com-
munity survey which covered about
twenty blocks in the church area. The

19




survey, conducted by the Urban Planning
Division of the Protestant Council of New
York, showed opportunity for church ex-
pansion in the area. Most of the residents
are members of no church. Opportuni-
ties for evangelism are great. In addition
to the resident population, a transient
group of more than 10,000 workers comes
into the area each day. Both resident
and transient groups could be reached by
St. Peter’s.

The survey also showed that the neigh-
borhood is growing in population. Peo-
ple have high incomes. High rentals make
the area prohibitive for most young cou-
ples with children. The residents are
mainly mature, highly educated, well-
paid adults in professional, business, ex-
ecutive, and government positions.

These findings pointed to a new job
for St. Peter’'s. If St. Peter’s is to exist,
it must become a “service church” and
provide a varied program to attract both
transient workers and residential groups.
This means providing many kinds of wor-
ship services, through the week as well as
on Sunday, and at times that are con-
venient for office workers as well as for
residents. It requires an educational, rec-
reational, and cultural program that will
attract both groups.

DRr. W. CARL SATRE, one of the leaders
at the retreat, summed up the three main
findings of the survey in this way: St.
Peter's has a great opportunity to attract
new members, an obligation to bring un-
churched people into the church and to
provide a program for those who are
members and for those who drop in, and
a big financial problem because any pro-
gram of evangelism means an initial out-
lay of money.

This is where stewardship enters the
picture. If it is important to the present
membership of St. Peter’s to open their
church to the community, then it is im-
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portant for them to have the proper atti-
tude toward the total purpose of the
church and toward the financial support
of its program.

Pastor Bernhard is convinced that peo-
ple will learn to give when they fully com-
mit themselves to God’s purpose. He
saw that his first job at St. Peter’s wag
not to win new members but to prove to
present members that Christian steward-
ship is the best approach in forwarding
the work of the church.

The problem was how to enthuse
church members about stewardship, how
to inspire them to give as they had never
given before, how to instill in them a
willing desire to pledge a large part of
their time, talent, and treasure to the
church.

ONE OF THE ANSWERS to this problem
was a retreat, where capable speakers
would discuss Christian stewardship.
Plans for the retreat, formulated by the
church council, were first announced in
the church bulletin in February. At the
close of registration in April over seventy
had registered. The retreat was held from
Friday afternoon, June 10, to Sunday
noon, June 12, at a beautiful Quaker-
operated hotel on Lake Minnewaska,
about sixty-five miles from New York.
The cost was approximately $25 per per-
son. plus transportation.

From the moment the participants ar-
rived and received their packet of pro-
gram and stewardship materials they were
involved in a study of Christian steward-
ship. Dr. Emily J. Werner, professor at
Biblical Seminary in New York and a
member of St. Peter’s church council.
conducted the devotions during the re-
treat.

The theme was carried on by Dr.
Stackel, whose topic was the spiritual
foundations of evangelism and steward-
ship.

The Lutheran
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CITY CROWDs
The church has a mission here

Dk, STACKEL
Ship begins wit
18 God’g and th

€Is. He hag
all that

€mphasized that steward-
h the Tecognition that g
at we are his children and
made us tryst officers of

gether as evangels,
church. Gogs pur-

Wwho are lost. The
ists to make God’s purpose

Win stewards for the

to save those

al ex
Workabe.

Dr,
Most

Stacke]’s recommendations fop
and holding new members were
Parallel to those expressed by
i Stor Bernhard when he came to St.
Peter’s, Dr. Stackel listed these proce-
' a5 most effective:
Velcome the casual visitor to the serv-

1 . ; er services and
'Ce.and invite him to oth
dc‘“’ities.

% se':’*emlz)er 21, 1955

Tie the new member to the
giving him a job or a res
mediately.

Use the Every Memb
erful tool for contacti
of the church and for
of all members.

Introduce the concept of Christian
stewardship and Christian tithing to new
Or prospective members,

Dr. Satre, pastor of Augsburg Church,
Toledo, Ohio, ang chairman of the ULCA
Commission on Organizationg] Structure,
spoke first of the €vangelism opportuni-
ties in the immediate neighborhood of
St. Peter’s—both among the residentia]
and transient groups. Later Dr. Satre in-
terpreted Christian stewardship as the
giving of time, talent, and treasure to
God’'s work. He showed that:

Giving is a token of our total dedica.
tion to God.

Giving is an ex
God,

Giving is ap instrument for spreading
Christ’s healing, saving love,

Giving is a Presentation of first-fruits
to God—not the presentation of left-overs
Or remains,

Giving is personal dedication,

Dr. Satre’s listeners heard that ¢
1S not limited b

church by
ponsibility im-

er Visit as a pow-
Ng past members
keeping the interest

pression of gratitude to

‘giving
Y what I can afford or by
what is my share of the church budget,

but by my answer to the question, how
grateful am I to Gog?”

DR. SaTrE recommended Christian
tithing, when possible, as the most effec-
tive way of giving, He strongly advo-
cated the Every Member Visit as the best
way of reaching the congregation and
interpreting to it the meaning of steward-
He also recommended
a planned Stewardship campaign apg
stewardship dinpers. He spoke of the
danger of limited budget becoming a
ceiling to trye giving and indicated that
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many people will give only enough to

meet the budget. while they ought to

give selflessly out of love—well beyond
minimums!

Stimulating also were the small discus-
sion groups that met after each speaker
had presented his ideas. In these groups
two questions seemed to be most vital.
One question was: “Should we wait to
stress Christian tithing until our people
have learned more about stewardship?”
The answer was: “Tithe now!” The other
question was: “Is a unified budget a wise
move?” The answer was: “Yes. Make
one all-inclusive appeal for funds.”

“I was happy to be able to rise from
the audience,” Pastor Bernhard said
later, “and announce that St. Peter’s
church council had just voted to bring an
all-inclusive budget before the congrega-
tion at a stewardship dinner.”

THREE WEEKS AFTER this week-end re-
treat Pastor Bernhard reported the fol-
lowing among its results:

1. Two weeks after the retreat, those
present conducted a stewardship work-
shop at a fellowship dinner and re-created
the program of the retreat for the mem-
bers who had not attended.

2. Ten men who had attended the re-

treat formed the nucleus of a men’s broth-

erhood.

3. Several men, inspired by the atti-
tude of Dr. Satre and Dr. Stackel to-
ward church financing, formed a plan-
ning committee to discover and set forth
the needs of the church and what the
church wants to do—without reference to
budget or finances. After their ideas arc
developed there will come the task of
obtaining funds to meet the needs.

4. Plans are already under way for the
Lessons learned from this
“We had
Pastor Bern-

next retreat.
first experience will be used.

too crowded a program,”
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hgrd said ruefully. “Next time we wijll
give people more time to talk and ask
questions.”

5. The idea of an always- -open church
is spreading among the members, There
are plans for two noonday services to
serve people who work in the area.

6. Plans for an Every Member Visit
are in the air. With the inspiration of the
retreat, the congregation is seemg that

visiting brings commitments in steward-
ship.

7. There will soon be an assistant pas-
tor at St. Peter’s. He is a necessity 1f the
church is to carry out its role of a “sery-
ice church.”

8. The church is trying to provide
facilities for all groups that want to meet
there. At present, nearly fifty groups use
the parish house and church facilities.
Publicity about church activities is passed
along in offices and industries where
church members work.

ST. PETER’s is becoming known for its
friendliness. One of the friendly features
is a coffee hour after the Sunday service,
when members and visitors have a chance
to talk together. About 30 per cent of
the worshipers on Sunday morning are
visitors. About one-half of the worship-
ers live in the neighborhood. Others come
from distant parts of the Greater New
York area. All visitors are contacted im-
mediately by mail as prospective church
members.

Pastor Bernhard says: “I feel that in
this church good preaching and a friendly
atmosphere are most important. These
visitors just happen in. If they do not
like us or the sermon, they will not return
another Sunday. I am conscious all the

time that we are evangelists winning stew-
ards for Christ. If we can disturb these

people, they will return to listen again.”

The Lutheran
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AN
COUnt;; Churches—Have They a Future?

By BETTY WESTROM

Changing countryside in rural America requires churches
an

to develop new strategy for keeping spiritual values high

AMERICA 1s stiLL a land of small members, 12 Per cent are Lutheran. As

towns. In 1950, cities of more than 25,000
accounted for only 41 per cent of the na-
tion’s population. The remaining 59 per
cent lived in the countryside and in the
small villages and towns.

Business takes note of this fact. But
what of the church? Does the Lutheran
church, traditionally strongest in the rural
areas, act as though it believed in the
future of those areas? Is the church in-
vesting in the country towns, erecting
buildings, planning up-to-date programs?
Or has the Lutheran church written off
its country congregations?

ILLINOIS MAY BE USED as an example
of a state where the church should re-
€Xamine its rura] responsibility. Most
bPeople tend to think of Illinois in terms
of Carl Sandburg’s “city of the big shoul-
ders,” Chicago. Like the boy with the
broadest shoulders and the loudest voice,
the giant city almost demands recognition.

ut Chicago is not Ilinois.

Statistics show that in 1950 there were
482,256 Lutherans in the state’s popula-
tion of 8,712,176 The Lutheran church
8 not ICpresented at all in 1.256 incor-
Porateq places. Illinois’ 996 Lutheran

Ongregations are concentrated in 457
Placeg,

UHChurched in the state total 55 per
ent of the population. Of the church
\

MFSS Westrom is a staff writer for the Divi-
Sion of American Missions of the National
“theran Council.
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the largest Protestant church in the state,
Lutheran responsibility for the
churched is apparent.

But churchmen tend to concentrate
their attention on Chicago and its sub-
urbs. Mission plans are made with an
€ye to the metropolitan area. The urban
character of Lutheran home mission work
in Illinois may be seen in a quick look
at the records of WNational Lutheran
Council bodies for the last ten years.

un-

OF THE 24 home mission congrega-
tions, 20 were started in cities or in such
suburbs as Park Forest, Glen Ellyn, and
Palatine. The other four were all started
in towns within commuting distance of
the cities. This, in a state where 21
county seat towns are without a Lutheran
church! Illinois has 25 per cent of its
people living in towns under 1,000 or in
the open country, but only 17 per cent
of the Lutherans live in these places.
None of the new missions was started in
towns of this size.

This mission policy has a certain logic,
when the rather stable population of
country towns is contrasted with the
breathless pace of population growth in
city and suburb. If the trend should con-
tinue, however, the concentration on ur-
ban work may prove to be short-sighted.
This is true for three reasons:

1) The people now in the smaller
places need good churches, even though
they are living in shrinking communities.

2) There are good prospects for future
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growth in the rural towns. The fact that
there are workers punching a time clock
in a new plant half-way between Syca-
more and Dekalb is significant. It means
that industry is being decentralized. Metal
works, oil refineries, and seed-processing
plants are learning the art of country
living.

3) It is important that rural children
who leave the home town to go to the city
have a proper background of religious
training to go with them. To large extent
city churches are composed of people
whose confirmation certificates bear the
names of churches in the rural areas.
Thus the quality of rural churches of to-
day has a direct influence on city churches
of tomorrow.

WHAT 1S HAPPENING today in rural
America? Or, to get back to the specific
example, what is it like in rural Illinois?

It is possible to sit in an office in Chi-
cago and learn something about what is

happening by studying statistics. We
learn that each year a smaller percentage
of people live in the country. We see that
tiny villages are shrinking in population,
while some of the larger rural trade cen-
ters are growing.

But you don’t even begin to get the feel
of rural Illinois until you leave Chicago
far behind, until you have watched the
sun-bronzed farmer crisscrossing the
broad fields on his powerful tractor, un-
til you have seen his young wife stroll
out to the road to look into the mailbox.
To know something about life in the small
communities, you must stop to chat with
the woman weeding the flower bed, the
teen-age carhop in the roadside drive-in,

the men on the bench in the village
square.

In some respects rural Illinois is very
much like it has been for years. There
is still a lot of space for comfortable liv-
ing in the farming towns and villages.

24
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Lawns are large, and the noises Createq
by heavy industry and city transportatiop,
are missing.

There is an easy friendliness, apg
neighbors enjoy doing things together
Country people still tend to view life witl;
a calm, conservative eye. You suspect
that their lingering respect for “the
things have always been done”
prove both a bane and a blessin
small town pastor.

way
might
g to a

. IN OTHER WaYS, however, an astonish-
ing transformation has taken place. A
person who considers a tour of rura]
Illinois as a pilgrimage to “the sticks” will
discover quickly that “the sticks” have
passed out of existence. Improved trans-
portation and communication have urban-
ized rural areas, blurring the line which
once separated two distinct and contrast-
ing ways of life.

Rural people are driving the same style
cars and buying the same television sets
as their city cousins. Little girls are tak-
ing baton-twirling and tap-dancing les-
sons, while their mothers wear city fash-
ions and attend golf luncheons. Parking
problems plague many towns. Big o!d
houses have converted into duplexes. Vil-
lage residents are being introduced to
apartment living.

Many changes have resulted from the
increased mechanization of agriculture:
Plow horses have been replaced by trac”
tors; clumsy wagons by fast-moving
trucks: and the old threshing rigs by la-
bor-saving combines.

BECAUSE ONE MAN can now do ﬂ;:
work once performed by many, farmstfion
growing larger and the farm popu_la lthe
is dwindling. Young peoPIe who 11 f
old days would be expected 1O rement
on the land are now finding employm®’ j
in industry in towns and cities. A dis
turbing threat to the family farm 18 the
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growth of huge, industrialized farms em-
ploying migratory labor,

The farmer has changed from a simple
agrarian to a businessman. If he finds
that dairy cows are not » good investment,
he sells them—knowing that a dairy truck
will bring milk and ice cream and cottage
cheese to his own door.

These are some of the general changes
taking place in the countryside, but even
a casual observer notes that rural Illinois
is not all of one piece. You see the resort
country along the Wisconsin border, with
towns sprouting up around the little lakes.
You view the broad stretches of flat, rich
farm land in central Illinois, with tower-
ing grain elevators accenting the skyline.
You see southern Illinois with its poorer
farm land, its oil wells and coal mines,
its peach orchards and “southern” drawls
and revivalistic churches.

IF A PERSON expects all small towns to
be pretty much alike, he is in for a sur-
prise. Every village or town has its dis-
tinctive personality. It may be a Menno-
nite village like Arthur, where you see
b_earded men driving horse-drawn bug-
81€S; or it may be a resort town like Long
Lake, with its souvenir shops and Zoning
Problems and Summer visitors. There are

coal-mining towns and farming vil]agesl.

There are lively towns and dying
towns. There are towns which have
sprung up almost overnight, and the?e
are towns with Civil War monuments in
the village park. There are “Irish” towns
and “German” towns and “Swede” towns.

No enterprising businessman would
consider setting up shop in one of these
towns without first studying its “personal-
ity,” examining its characteristics. Neither
should a church ignore these factors when
planning its program.

Once a business firm sees that a cer-
tain town has a future, it sets out to reach
the people in that town by the wisest
business methods. But what of the
church? Too often a small town church
is content with outmoded facilities. Build-
ings are in disrepair, no modern equip-
ment is purchased for Sunday school.
Publicity methods designed to invite the
unchurched are ignored.

TouRrRING ILLINOIS it is heartening to
see splendid Lutheran churches which an-
nounce to the passerby that members are
planning for the future. The buildings
themselves hint that the congregations

have kept a finger on the pulse-beat of
progress.

BIG
Trinity Church, |
September 21, 1955

CHURCH 1IN 4 g
arvard, llinois

- e

MALL TOWN
» S€Is pace for community
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Just at the edge of Harvard, for ex-
amp]e, is Trinity Church, an old congre-
gation with a new $200,000 plant. The
handsome stone church, in modified
Gothic style, is actually a skillful remodel-
ing job. There are modern furnishings
and richly symbolic stained-glass win-
dows. Attached to the church is a new
education building. Every Sunday about
400 children walk down its polished cor-
ridors to bright, well-equipped class-
rooms. Several small worship centers with
candle-lit altars are used by the Sunday
school youngsters, and audio-visual equip-
ment is provided.

Just as a businessman always keeps a
hopeful eye open for opportunities to
expand, the church should alert itself to
opportunities for extending its work to
new places. Fox Lake is an example of
a town where a vital church could make
a real contribution. Once a resort town
with a rather unsavory reputation, it has
had a recent sharp rise in population as
suburbanites from Chicago settled there.
It is now a village of 2,238, with literally
scores of taverns but not a single strong
denominational church. A ‘“community
church” has met with only limited suc-
cess. What is the Lutheran church’s re-

sponsibility?

s

IT 1S HELPFUL in many ways to use the
analogy between a business enterprise
and‘the church, but the analogy cap be
carried only to a certain point. A bus;.
nessman needs only to think about saleg
He mpst consider only what towng Wili
give him the largest opportunity for profi

The church’s mission, on the oth '
hand, is to bring the Christian message fr
people in all circumstances. The churcf1
mL}st serve the stable community, the
dying t?wn in the twilight zone between
prospgrlty and extinction, and the mush.
rooming suburb. We must not only con-
sider, “Will this town be good for the
church?” but must think, “Would the
church be good for this town?”

Changes taking place in the country
are for the better only when a com-
munity’s spiritual values are retained.

“It is the task of the church to per-
meate the everyday life of a community,”
says Dr. E. W. Mueller, head of the Rural
Church Program of the National Lu-
theran Council. “Christ can be as much
a part of a complex, mechanized com-
munity as of the ‘horse and buggy’ com-
munity. Traveling through Illinois, you
see a changing countryside. The job of
the church is to bring Christ to that

changing countryside.”

PR

TopaY’s KEYNOTE is urgency. The day of placid faith an_d. life l_las
passed. Christendom must revive the eager, aggressive Spll‘lt‘ Wh.lCh
characterized the apostolic church. Its frontiers must surge with 1m-

patient stewards—men and women yearl
advance of the kingdom of God. The
ever new and more threatening shape in our d
must rise here and now, or prepare its undergroun
catacombs of an atomic world to wait out the centurie

day of opportunity may dawn.

— _HENRY B. LUFFBERRY in Thy Missior
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1ing to spend themselves in 'Fhe
powers of death are assumlr.lg
ay. The church of Christ
d hideout in the
s until another

, High Fulfilling (Muhlenberg)
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A STORY OF PARSONAGE LIFE IN THE "GOOD" OLD DAYS

God and Mrs. McCaffery

By WILLIAM DINWOODIE

When Fatso accused me of wearing his pants he started
something that turned out to be «q blessing in the end

MY RIGHT EYE was closing slowly. The
skin had been ripped off my knuckles. My
torn shirt failed to cover the harsh bruise
on my shoulder and there was a lump on
my left thigh that was fairly crying in
misery.

But any - physical discomforts I may
have felt were secondary. What would
dad say when he learned I'd been fight-
ing? The thought left me with a sick feel-
ing in the general vicinity of my stomach.
Dad was never one to spare the rod. He
was sure to lay it on with extra emphasis
when he found I'd disobeyed his injunc-
tion to keep my hands to myself.

Although I was only eleven years old at
the time, I couldn’t blame my father. He
had come to a small church in a town
thirty miles from Sioux Falls, S. D., five
Wweeks before. Op the night before I was
tnrolled in the Jocal school, he had taken
Mme aside for g “man-to-man” talk.

: GRAVELY nE TOLD ME that 1 would
a;"; to be a “good will ambassador”
U8 my classmates ang friends if he
Vere to Make a success of hijs ministry.
Above all, T was to keep out of fights.
ould 1 Promise to do that?

Lq Promised and I'd kept that promjise

for three weeks and two days. T might

\

My, Dinwoodie writes from experience as q
) s religious news editor
r8yman’s son. He is relig ditor
o the Cleveland News.
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have gone along my peaceful way in-
definitely if it hadn’t been for that fresh
kid, Michael (Fatso) McCaffery. Fatso
had come up behind me as I was leaving
school that afternoon and accused me of
wearing his pants.

I'd called him a “liar” and within a
matter of minutes we were both rolling
around in the mud in a tangle of fists and
legs. We were still flailing away at each
other when 1 felt a strong hand grip my
shoulder and thrust me aside. Looking
up, I saw Constable Davis standing over
us. Fatso was rubbing mud from his eyes
a few feet away.

“What do you young imps think you’re
up to?” the officer demanded. “Get off

with you now or I'll be running you both
in.”

I SCRAMBLED AFTER my books and ran
home. Coming to the head of the stairs
leading to four small rooms above my
dad’s store-front church, I cautiously
opened the door. The parlor was empty.
Closing the door snugly behind me, | tip-
toed toward my bedroom on the far side.
But I'd only taken 4 step or two when
mother came in from the kitchen. She
stared at me in consternation.

“So you’ve been fighting, Willjer»
“Yes, ma, but [—
Try as I would | couldn’

] ‘ t keep the tears
from €asing out of

my eyes and burning
Y mud-caked cheeks.
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Mother put her arm around my shoulder
and said:

“Come, Willie, it can’t be as bad as all
that. Tell me what happened.”

SOME QUALITY in my mother—the new
tone in her voice or, perhaps, the touch
of her hand—reassured me. Brushing the
tears from my eyes with my coat sleeve,
I told her how the fight started after
Fatso had accused me of wearing his
pants.

“Oh!” The word slipped through moth-
er’s lips like the whisper of a sigh. “You
poor boy.”

“Why do you say that?”

“Never mind,” mother said. “Go in
and get washed and change your shirt.”

I went into the bedroom, careful to
keep the door slightly ajar behind me. 1
had washed and was putting on my shirt
when father walked into the parlor. Hold-

ing mother at arm’s length, he said:
“Why, Clara, you'’ve been crying. Tell
me what happened. Has Willie been

fighting?”

“Yes, James, but—"

“Don’t try to excuse him, Clara. Willie
promised to keep out of trouble. I ought
to give him a licking he’ll never forget.”

Mother’s cheeks paled.

“Perhaps, I should get the licking,
James.”

“You!” There was surprise, chagrin
and a note of disbelief in dad’s voice.
“Why do you say that, Clara?”

SITTING BACK on the stiff-backed sofa,
mother told how she had taken the pants
from the old clothes contributed to mis-
sions.

“I know I shouldn’t have done it,” she
said. “But money’s been so scarce since
we came here. Seems as if there’s never
been any for clothes and Willie—"

“I can guess what you're going to say,’
dad broke in. “Willie needed new pants
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SO you took them from the 6011ection,
never thinking they’d be missed. By
what’s that got to do with the fight?”

"I'm coming to that,” mother observeq
patiently. She then told how Fatso had
<_:alled attention to the pants I was wear-
ing—his pants. One word led to anot
as she put it, until I'd called Fats
“liar” and the fight was on.

Father shook his head sadly and said:

“It’s worse than I thought but we W0n’:[
go into that now. How about supper?”

“T'll have it ready in no time at all,”
mother said as she rose and turned t
ward the kitchen. “Willie!” ‘

“X 68, ma.”

“Come out now and set the table.”

her,
0 a

(o1

FATHER GAVE ME a critical glance as I
walked in from the bedroom but said
nothing. We had sat down at the table
and were about to eat when there was a
knock at the door. Mother left to answer
it.

As the door opened, a heavy-set .worrlaﬂ
in a light blue dress and matching hat
walked inside. With her came the §W33t
scent of lilies of the valley and an ommOU;
air of foreboding that wasn’t .lightenie
any when her chill, dark eyes circled tbe—
room and came to rest on me. EvenMc-
fore she spoke I knew she was Mrs.
Caffery. .

Invited to sit down, our VIS
back on the sofa with a soft rustle
kirts. Father then asked if there W

anything we could do for her.

The Lu’fheran

itor settled
of
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“What I have tq say can wait,” Mrs.

McCaffery replieq coldly. “Won’t you

please go ahead with your dinner?”

FATHER RESUMED his seat at the head
of the table and, as usual, quietly thanked
God for the blessings of the day and the
food we were about to receive. Little was
said during the meal but I thought I
noticed Mrs. McCaffery’s stern face
soften as she looked around the room and
noticed the few pieces of worn furniture,
the straw mat that served as a rug and
the room’s only decoration—a brightly
colored calendar from the grocer’s around
the corner. I wondered what she would
have to say, and I was very uneasy.

While mother cleared away the dishes,
father asked Mrs. McCaffery the purpose
of her visit.

“I came to see you about something
that happened after school this after-
noon,” she replied. “Seems there was
an altercation between your son and
mine.”

“I've heard about it,” dad said.

“I also
feel my wife and I should share a part of
the blame.”

“Please!”

Mrs. McCaffery left her seat
and stood before dad. “I'm sure if we
were to look into the matter we’d find g

ghare of blame on both sides. What I’d
like to say is—?

“YeS?”

'll'd’ Eke MYy son to be a friend of
. ﬁ;:le 57 she said. “T’m syre they will be
’ they get to know each other better.

; o't you ask Willie to come to a birth-

Y party at my home Saturday after-
Noop?»

Moryeg AND DAD were thoughtful after

'S. McCaffery left. Looking back, I
Clieve each of them wondered if they’q
Made a friend of her and, if they had,
Would she help to make their stay in the
Outh Dakota town a little easier,

September 21, 1955
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The answer wasn’t long in forthcoming.
When dad opened the door the next
morning to bring in the milk, there was a
large basket of meat and groceries on the
landing. Each week thereafter another
basket of provisions arrived at the house
and there were occasional gifts of furni-
ture and clothes. But when mother tried
to thank Mrs. McCaffery, she wouldn’t
hear of it.

“Please don’t thank me,” she’'d say.
“It’s little enough I can do.”

To me, Mrs. McCaffery was a fairy
godmother and a Lady Bountiful, all
wrapped up in one. To mother and dad,
she was a bulwark of strength. Apart
from keeping our pantry and ice box
filled with food, she also persuaded her
husband to serve as chairman of the
church building drive and when the cam-
paign got under way she raised the largest

amount toward the building of a new
church.

THE TWO YEARS our family stayed in
the town were the happiest of my boy-
hood and I'll never forget two incidents
that took place after my father had been
called to a Minnesota church. The one
was the large crowd that gathered to bid
farewell to mother and dad. The other
happened in our home two days Ilater.
Dad was fastening the straps on a large
trunk and mother was piling odds and

ends into a valise when dad suddenly
looked up and said:

“You know, Clara, w
God for.”

Mother turned toward hj
twinkling, asked:

“Aren’t
James?”

e’ve a lot to thank

m and, eyes

you forgetting something,

“What do You mean?”
“I think it would be closer to the truth

to say we owe 3 ot to God and Mrs. Mec-
Caffery,” she smiled.
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FIVE MAKE A FAMILY

PERENNIAL YOUTH

IN OUR CHURCH there’s a special sort of
stir on Youth Sunday. I thought perhaps
I felt it because Dan and I are specially
interested in youth work. Then I bumped
into Miss Alma Getry looking at the
Youth Sunday poster after the morning
service. Responding to her warm smile,
I put my hand affectionately on her arm.
She is so tiny and sweet, I'd have liked
to hug her, but there’s a dignity about her
too and I couldn’t be quite so familiar.
“May we give you a lift, Miss Alma?
Dan and I go practically past your
house.”

“THANK YOU, DEAR, but my nephew is
coming for me. He and his family go to
the Presbyterian church and their service
is always longer than ours—all those an-
thems and things, you know. They’ll be
here soon.” She hesitated a moment then
went on, “But I was wondering whether
you are coming tonight to the young peo-
ple’s service?”

“Of course we are and we’ll be more
than happy to take you with us.”

“I do dearly love those services when
the young folks take part, and after what
the pastor said about their theme, ‘Christ
is Lord” being the earliest creed of the
church, I would so much like to hear what
they say.”

“Well, it will be a real pleasure to stop
for you.”

“Thank you so much. Oh, there is my
nephew now.” We made arrangements
about time for this evening, and she hur-
ried off. a little fluttery and holding the
railing tightly, but the perfect picture of
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a “lady” of her generation.

“Ready?” asked Dan coming up beside
me.

“If you are. How did you get away sq
fast?” '

“You didn’t believe me, did you, whenp
I told you that to take on the enlistment
thing in the Sunday school and the job
in the sector project, I was shedding some
other things? Well, I have more sense
than you gave me credit for.”

His sMILE made me catch myself for
fear of looking fatuous. Turning toward
the poster, I told him about our passenger
for the evening service.

“As the youngsters say, ‘she’s a real
doll,” isn’t she?”

“Isn’t she?” I agreed. “I’d like to grow
old that way, if I knew how to manage
it

In the car we came back to the subject
somehow. Having the children prefer to
walk home with their own friends gives us
more time to talk. *“I suppose,” I said,
“the way people age is largely a matter
of circulation. I know lots of lovely peo-
ple who have gone completely into a
dream world as they get older. They feel
that life is a race in which they no longer
care to compete, I suppose. Or the reali-
ties of life no longer interest them. Don’t
you think that’s it?”

“A lot of it, I guess. They can see but
they no longer read, because they can’t
concentrate. They are interested only in
people and after a while it is only the

people connected somehow with their
youth who mean anything »

pF .
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“Then there are the ones who won't
admit they aren’t as strong and as capable
as they ever were. Remember \‘zvpen
Claire Mawson’s mother came to visit?”

“Will I ever forget it? She wore both
you and Claire to a frazzle that week! I
began to wonder who’d keep house f(')’x:
me while I sent you off for a rest cure!

“That’s why it’s so wonderful to see
people like Miss Alma who x_nakes you
realize old age isn’t something to be
dreaded more than death.”

“That’s a new version of a ‘fate wgrse
than death!”” Dan laughed as we waited
for the traffic light at Main Street to
change.

“But isn’t it s0?”

“Guess you’re right. But men don’t
have to worry about it as much as
women.”

“No, they don’t. Do you realize Claire
is just worried sick about Charlie and the
store?”

“If she’d let him alone, he might relax
more. The way she nags him about it,
even after he took all that time to g0 on
a nice trip with her, I think I’d g0 to the

store just to get away, if 1 were in
Charlie’s boots!”
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“I’'VE BEEN TRYING to discover tbe se-
cret of her success,” I went on. “First qf
all, her health is good enough to permit
he; to think clearly. No matter wt_lat else
you say, I guess that has to be basic. But
then she is really interested in the best
things. Now I could tell from wh'at she
said to me that she’s really listenmg. to
sermons. Lots of the congregation just
sit there and let their minds go wool-
gathering.”

“Not many of them could pass an ex-
amination on what they’ve heard, I'll bet.
And I mean right here in our own con-
gregation where we get good sermons no
matter whether the regular pastor or the
assistant is preaching.”

“Oh, I know some sermons are hard
to take. Like—" I paused and we looked
at each other, each knowing what the
other was thinking. “—But Miss Alma
really listens and learns, She got all that
business about the creeds, I'm sure. And

she made the connection with the youth
work of the church.”

“Could be the Scoutmaster and Sunday
school teacher in me, but I think that’s
part of the secret, She looks to youth, not

just as something cute and lost, but feels
a part of jt.”

a part of jt—qr
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PERSONAL
PROBLEM
CLINIG

By

EARL S. RUDISILL

Learning to "take it"

ag

he

QuesTioN: Gene had hoped to play in
ocame last week, but for some reason
didn’t get a chance. He came home all

upset—inclined to take it out on the
whole family. He was mad at the athletic
director and half the boys. He ate very
little and he had a “bad night.”

Elaine brought home a history paper

just dotted with corrections by her
teacher. She too was badly irritated and
put the blame on the teacher for not giv-

. in

g her enough help. Despite our efforts

to cheer her up she went to bed in a bad
mood.

We've had this sort of performance

again and again. I'm wondering whether
our children are lacking something vital,
are getting unfair treatment, or haven’t
learned to fit into the world as it is. We

ar

e wondering what to think and what

the next move should be.
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RerLY: Everyone, regardless of age,
likes to succeed in whatever he is doing
or in whatever he attempts. Each one
likes to be ‘“somebody,” to get atten-
tion, and to do well enough to win
one’s own approval. At the same time
it is common for humans to rationalize
their failures and inadequacies, and to
place the blame on someone else or on
the circumstances.

One of the hard lessons all have to
learn (or be miserable) is that of facing
our inabilities and our failings. But to
achieve this, even to a small degree, is
an indication of one’s maturing. (Of

e

course, no one ever becomes 100 pey
cent mature.) After we are brought
see that we didn’t plan well, failed to
study hard enough, neglected practice
or let down on our efforts, we Car;
recognize that there is reason in things
that we have created our own failures,

We must come to recognize also thaé
for practically all of us there are othey
persons whose abilities along certajp
lines are superior to our own, while in
some cases we may possess better ca.
pacities than they.

Parents ought to talk these matters
over with children, with full give-and-
take. Furnish examples to them. Cite
illustrious persons who failed, then
succeeded. Life is compounded of suc-
cess and failure, but we are bound to
do our best.

Dating

QuEsTION: What is the proper age for
boys and girls to start having dates? Bea’s
interest in boys has me scared. She is
only 13 and wants to have dates. She
points to other girls who are allowed to

do so.

RepLy: Dating age varies from oné
part of the country to another, from
one area to another, and from oneé
family to another. In a group of teen-
age boys, opinions about the age for
first dates varied from 12 to 17, an
in frequency from one a monf:h to oné
a day. Parents will find it dl'ﬂ"‘lcult to
stand alone against the practices of 2
community, but they could regulaté
such matters much better if they con”
sulted and worked with other parents
of a neighborhood. . ”

Parents will help by providing soc
occasions for youngsters under 'gofle
conditions, and maintaining an .attltu1
of readiness to talk over anythiﬂg freely
and with an open mind.

The Luthere”
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BOOKS

First Clash of Church and State .
The Sword and the Cross. By Robert M. Grant. Macmillan Company. 144 pages. $2.75.

Here is a book which sets forth in a clear and objective way the re]auonShlP of fthe
Roman government and Christianity to one another during the first three centuries after

Christ. While the Roman republic

sought, with varying degrees of success, to ostracize

foreign cults and religions in Rome, the Roman empire gradually absorbed many of them
and concentrated its attacks more and more upon the Christian religion.

Consistently refusing to worship the em-
peror, the Christians took an uncompromis-
ing stand which Roman officialdom would
not tolerate. They were consequently often
condemned to death. Because their beliefs
and their mode of living were never inves-
tigated impartially and carefully, they were
falsely accused of obstinacy, immorality,
hatred and “detestable superstition” (Taci-
tus). Actually there were never any legal
grounds for the persecutions and death sen-
tences pronounced upon them from Nero’s
reign to that of Galerius. Their persecution
by the state was an administrative measure
designed to bolster strength of the empire.

Even though leading Christians, like Paul,
Polycarp, Tertullian and Cyprian, espoused
a positive attitude toward the state and
urged that Christians pray for the emperor
and all in authority, their fajth was regarded
as being superstitious and therefore as being
dangerous to the state, Interestingly enough
the author changes the usual date of A.D. 155

conclusiye histori
Dr. Grant rj

In
S Was finally forceq to issue an

eration for the Christians. Thus
L5 religion was finally achieved by
Tistian Church, But whether the state
» a8 the author claims the Roman gov-
Mment should have done, ever maintain ab-
O'Ute indifference to religious questions 1is
Wite debatable.

“The solution to the problem
ang the cross, and the failure

31.1 Galeriy
tict of to

l'eed()m of
the

Can

of the sword
of the sword,
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lies in basic misunderstanding.” We cannot
subscribe to this conclusion. It would seem
that more than mere misunderstanding was
involved. It was an unavoidable clash of
aims and ideals between the Roman state
and the Christian church, causing Roman
justice to fail in an impartial and fair in-
vestigation of the beliefs and practices of
Christians. Nonetheless, the book presents
the conflict between the Roman state and
the Christian church in a scholarly yet read-
able manner. It will be of real interest to
all pastors and laymen who desire to gain
a better understanding of the complex prob-
lem of the relationship between church and
state and the reason why the cross triumphed
over the sword in the early church.

Burlington, Iowa M. E. LEHMANN

Christ Portrait Oyt of Focus

Jesus and the First Three Gospels. By Walter
E. Bundy. Harvard University Press. 598 pages.
$7.50.

The most sensitive area
centers on the cong
Jesus. What the s
is in one way or a
crucial question,

in biblical study
truction of the picture of
cholars say on this point
nother an answer to Jesus’
“Who do men say that I
am . . . But who do you say that I am?”
The author js professor of the RBible at
DePauw University, and has studied the first
three Gospels for nearly forty years (the
publisher informs us). The outstanding
qualities of this lengthy book of almost six
hundred Pages are: the lucidly written text,
the singularly clean-cut outlines, and the
analysis of the Mmaterials to the point of ut-
most refinement, Prof. Bundy aims to pre-
sent g “compendium of criticism in the
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Synoptic field” from David F. Strauss
(1835) to the present. He states his metho-
dological principle as follows: “This study
concerns itself exclusively with the literary
and historical data . . . The religious values
of this tradition, as well as those conven-
tionally associated with it, are left to speak
for themselves or to be assumed.”

With the detachment and the objectivity
of a historian, Prof. Bundy has sought to
confine himself to the historical and the
literary data, supposing that the religious
matters will speak their own language. For
a book so modern. so well-written, only a
“rave review” could conceivably be in order.

However, this book sheds but little light
on Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that
I am?” On the surface there seems to pre-
vail a tightly knit logical reasoning through-
out. But underneath, in the sphere of basic
assumptions and key conceptions, the reader
is left hopelessly lost. Why?

The total picture is out of focus, the au-
thor has been deceived by his lens adjust-
ment. Believing that he can fix his attention
exclusively on literary matters, and deal
with them as an “objective” historian, leav-
ing the “religious values” to speak for them-
selves or to be assumed, Prof. Bundy has
dealt a double fatal blow to the first three
Gospels: he has dissociated the message of
the New Testament from history, and has
assumed some general conception of “re-
ligious values” which does not exist.

Literary and historical analysis requires
an understanding of the “ground motifs” in
New Testament study. There exists a deep,
indivisible unity within the New Testament,
and the Gospels do not dissolve into a sea
of relativities, as suggested by this passage:
“The Synoptic Jesus is now one person, now
another: the demon-destroying Son of God,
Messiah incognito, the worker of sheer mir-
acle an apocalyptic seer, the Risen
Lord . ..”

One might well think of Prof. Bundy’s
book as an obituary to an approach to the
Gospels, characteristic of the 19th century
Hegelian rationalism. J. W. HEIKKINEN

Gettysburg, Pa.
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Christ as Moral Influence

Religion and the Moral Life. By A. Campbell
Garnett. Ronald Press. 223 pages. $3.50.

Here is an impressive argument for the
rejection of secularism and modern human-
ism because they offer no adequate motivg.-
tion for morality and produce insufficieng
loyalty to the moral ideal. The moral life
needs a religion which recognizes an object
of devotion beyond man and society. Chris-
tianity presents a worthy object of devotion,
the personal God of productive love (agape).
Genuine motivation and loyalty are found
when man responds with love to God and
then to his fellowmen.

Christian tradition has influenced the sim-
ple faith with “inconsistent distortions and
arbitrary embellishment,” borrowed from
magic and primitive rationalistic philosophy.
These distortions include miracles, the doc-
trines of creation and omnipotence, Paul’s
magical atonement (a result of his legalistic
ethics), the authority of Scripture (now
“abandoned by all save the Fundamentalist
sects and Catholicism”).

The work of Christ is only moral influ-
ence. Salvation is the personality of Christ
breaking through man’s self-satisfaction. Sin
of course receives light treatment. Revela-
tion is given when a prophet resolves a
moral struggle by expressing the principle
of agape more completely than its rivals.

Professor Garnett has offered much that
must be reckoned with. The chapter on
faith and reason is a definite contribution.
The analyses of works of representatives of
the various schools are keen. His insistence
on the priority and independence of faith,
his personal devotion and his sympathy with
the needs of man are ample grounds for a
loftier theology. Even the Lutheran theo-
logian whom he so obviously neglects may
gird himself against his attacks and profit by
his insights. After that, this book must be
catalogued as an important addition to the
forces being marshaled both within and
without the church to persuade her to neglect
the Gospel and join the ranks of the world’s
religions. M. L. STIREWALT, JR.

Hickory, N. C.
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OVERSEAS
Churches Continue $o Face

Harassment in East Zone

GERMANY: Berlin. Aug. 25.—THERE IS
r  no indication that the Genevya Conference
has improved the situation of churches
in the Communist-ruled German Repub-
lic or changed the political climate. It is
becoming increasingly clear that the East
Zone government is trying to force the
people to accept communism.
This is especially true of the young
* people. The government issued recently
the statutes for the Communist youth or-
ganization and for the “Office for Youth
Questions.” Both contain solemn pledges
of allegiance to socialism. They announce
“ideological struggle” against the “activ-
ities of hostile organizations,” a term that
can refer only to the churches which have
the courage and strength to speak against
( atheist materialism.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT is more than a
theoretical threat. Congregations report
that some of their young members attend-
ing state-controlled youth camps were

~ prevented from attending church services,

Efforts to promote the Communist
youth dedications, intended to undermine
c.hurch confirmation, are also being con-
tinued. In some instances y
One teacher, who heads th

Olrganization, locked hig Pupils in the
cassrooms, then had them escorted by

€Is to the auditoriurn, and

€achers who protested against

these
“‘sever their
k) R .
€ports in
announce g

Methods were requested to
onnections with the church *
newspapers

September 21,1955

Communist

stepped-up propaganda for the youth ded-
ication ceremonies next year. Students
in state universities are requested to sign
a pledge of allegiance to communism—a
further sharpening of conflict.

STATE ACTION against the churches
themselves seems to be of an administra-
tive nature only, but aim in effect at cur-
tailing church life. Fewer permits for col-
lections to be held in churches are issued.
Less building material is allocated. Even
those congregations that have their own
building material are denied building per-
mits.

A number of ministers and church
workers are still in jail. Some serve long-
term sentences. For the first time, a min-
ister has defied a police effort to expel
him from a community in Saxony. He
disregarded the order, is still serving his
church, while his congregation stands by

him.

The government has made another
move towards organization of the so-
called “progressive pastors.” These min-
isters, who have accepted the Communist
viewpoint, are few in number and with-
out influence, but they have the active
support of the state,

They have now received authority to
publish a new magazine, Glaube und
Gewissen (Faith and Con
which 20,000 copies are b

FOI: other church publications paper re-
Mmains unavailable. In the magazine’s first
ISsue appears a cordija] message from the
Czech theologian, Josef 5
Prague, and an artic
Grueber.

science), of
eing printed

Hromadka, of
le by Dean Heinrich
Dean Grueber is one of the
group of clergymen from West Germany
who are now visiting Moscow. Leading
Protestant church officials refer to the

VISIt as a “private trip” on the part of
t!lose Who accepted the Russian invita-
tion. No chur

' ch organization sponsored
the Journey.
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New ULC mission congregation in Boston lines up behind Pastors Arne Unhjem and Vernon E. Carter

NEW ENGLAND

Former Methodist Congregation Becomes Lutheran
By HERBERT D. HRDLICKA

BosToN—AnR adult group of 126 was confirmed after intensive instruction in the Lutheran
faith this summer and formally organized as All Saints Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Boston. The group, formerly Congregational Methodist, had requested instruction to unite
with the United Lutheran Church through its pastor, the Rev. Vernon E. Carter, last year.

Instruction to the group was given by Pas-
tor Arne Unhjem of St. Mark’s Church,
Boston, who had been in close contact with
them through the past year. Dr. Eugene C.
Kreider, superintendent of home missions of
the New York and New England Synod,
organized the mission July 24.

A church building and adjoining parson-
age were bought for the congregation by the
synod from First English Church, Missouri
Svnod. which has relocated. Half of the
$55.000 cost of the property is being met by
members of the new mission.

CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES in Connecticut
escaped the fury of the flood disaster, al-
though communities in which they stand
suffered heavy damage. Main Street in Tor-
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rington was washed away, and the water was
as high as the fire hydrant in front of St.
Paul’s Church. But the inside was dry.

St. Matthew’s in Collinsville also was
spared. An emergency Red Cross center was
set up in the church. Pastor Clifford E.
Butterer was in charge of the center.

The home of St. Matthew’s Sunday school
secretary was swept down the Farmington
River. Eleanor Jaschinski and her parents
salvaged nothing from the home they left
during the night, just before the house was
torn from its foundation. But Eleanor did
grab the minutes of the last Sunday school

teachers’ meecting—plus $1.45 from the last
church school offering.

The Lutheran
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Pastors Say Gerberding
Should Face Second Trial

By CHARLES A. PULS

MADISON—ACcquittal of the Rev. John
Gerberding on eight charges of doctrinal
“deviation” (reported in the Sept. 14 Lu-
THERAN) may have been a mistake, in the
opinion of two members of the trial com.-
mittee which announced a unanimous ver-
dict on Aug. 31. The change in attitude was
due to the statement of Pastor Gerberding,
quoted by a Milwaukee newspaper reporter,
that “I have not changed any of my opinions
and I was not asked to.”

Pastors Christian T. Breest and William
Niebling of Milwaukee said they thought
there should be a retrial. “We of the trial
board certainly understood that by signing
the statement of faith in the Nicene Creed
-« . Pastor Gerberding definitely changed
his opinions,” said Pastor Breest. Pastor
Niebling suggested reopening the trial, since
Pastor Gerberding “has deliberately reversed
the statement of Christian truth expressing
L.utheran theology which he voluntarily
signed prior to the verdict of our committee.”

Mg, GERBERDING, 33-year-old pastor of
Holy Cross Church, Menomonee Falls, Wis.,
\’\{as acquitted of charges brought against

- This tria]

]‘v;[;lch en(tiled Aug. 31 after two days of hegar-
, Wa i 1

g S held in Pentecost Church, Milwau-

sel.'copi'er ride to hold service aboard other
on:s of formation. A ULC chaplain, he was

of five selected by Navy Department for
gradua.}e school work this coming winter. He
will be detached from duty aboard the uss
Aem 4o attend Union Theological Seminary,

September 21, 1955

trative action be taken by the synod to rec-
tify the offensive situation™ resulting from
“irregular and disturbing doctrinal presenta-
tions” with which Pastor Gerberding was
charged. The committee noted in its report
to President Paul E. Bishop of the Northwest
Synod that “during that time (two days of
deliberation) we have become increasingly
aware of the obvious confusion, immaturity,
and inconsistency in Pastor Gerberding’s
expression and testimony.”

THREE MILWAUKEE pastors, following the
release of the acquittal verdict, were quoted
by local papers as follows: The Rev. F. R.
Ludwig, pastor of Lake Park Church. and a
member of the investigating committee that
formulated the charges against Gerberding:

“I will say that if the trial had been con-
ducted on the basis of the evidence presented
by the preliminary investigating committee,
as it should have been, Pastor Gerberding
would, in my judgment, have been found
guilty of all eight charges.” He also stated
further: “If the findings of the trial commit-
tee are correct, Pastor Gerberding has re-
versed his position from that which he ex-
pressed to the investigating committee, on
which the committee based its charges.”

The Rev. Arno Martin, Nativity Church,
told newspaper reporters: “Pastor Gerber-
ding gave the investigating committee state-
ments quite different from those presented
to the trial committee.” Pastor Martin ex-

pressed certainty that the decision would be




WISCONSIN ...
appealed, or that a new trial of Pastor Ger-
berding will be called for.

The Rev. William B. Downey, Fox Point,
said that at an “informal meeting of local
ministers” following the announcement of
the decision, belief was expressed that new
signed charges would be made against Pastor
Gerberding, or that the president of synod
would be requested to review the procedure.

The trial committee that acquitted Pastor
Gerberding consisted of the following: Dr.
John W. Rilling, Minneapolis, chairman; Dr.
George W. Forell, Iowa City, Iowa; the Rev.
A. R. Tingley, Neenah; the Rev. E. R. Wick-
lund, Mahtomedi, Minn.; the Rev. C. T.
Breest, the Rev. Richard A. Gaenslen, and
the Rev. William Niebling, all of Milwaukee.

Charges against Pastor Gerberding were
brought by the investigating committee ap-
pointed by Dr. Bishop which included the
following pastors: the Rev. F. R. Ludwig,
Milwaukee: the Rev. Franklin C. Heglund,
Menasha; the Rev. Charles F. Burmeister,
Marinette, who served as prosecutor; and the
Rev. H. J. Motz-kus, Jefferson, assistant to
the prosecutor.

ORIGIN of the charges against Pastor Ger-
berding stemmed from what he was alleged
to have said in sermons, and especially at a
Sunday school convention at Waukesha
about a year ago. No witnesses appeared
from either of these sources to testify against
him. The trial committee was careful not to
attach “guilt by association” to Pastor Ger-
berding, who served as counselor at the trial
of George P. Crist, found guilty, and who
is a friend also of the Rev. Victor K. Wrig-
ley, Gethsemane Church, Milwaukee, now
being investigated by the synod for doctrinal
deviation. Pastor Wrigley appeared at the
trial as counselor of Pastor Gerberding.

The charges against the now-acquitted
pastor were made following a number of in-
quiry meetings with him. The formal charges
concluded: “It is our prayer and hope that
he (Pastor Gerberding) will yet return to
that Christ-centered faith which at his or-
dination he solemnly promised to proclaim.
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If any of the above charges shall be proved
to be incorrect or groundless, although made
by us in the fear of God, in good faith, and
in the course of official duty, we will wel-
come this favorable result and ask the
synod’s and our brother’s forgiveness as we]]
as the mercy of God.”

In answer to the first charge which be.
came the “crucial issue” at the trial, namely,
that “he denies the divine authority of the
Holy Scripture contrary to the witness of
Scripture itself and contrary to the Lu-
theran Confessions,” the committee
ported:

“Since Pastor Gerberding submitted in
writing at the trial the following statement
of faith: ‘The Canonical Books of the Old
and New Testaments are the Word of God,
inspired by the Holy Ghost, the only infal-
lible rule of faith and practice . . . by which
rule . . . all questions of faith and practice
shall be decided—this definition I affirm
and on this basis I preach, and this use of
the Scriptures I teach’—we find him not
guilty as charged.” Voted unanimously.

On charges 2, 3 and 4 which dealt with
the virgin birth, physical resurrection of
Jesus, and the ascension, which the inves-
tigating committee charged Pastor Gerber-
ding denies, the trial committee found him
not guilty on the basis that the accused ‘“‘as-
serts he believes, teaches and preaches in
harmony with the Nicene Creed.”

The fifth charge that claimed Pastor Ger-
berding ‘“denies, contrary to the Scripture,
the actuality and historicity of a number of
recorded miracles of Jesus,” resulted in a
“not guilty” verdict on the basis that the
young pastor “asserts he has never denied
in his teaching and preaching the historicity
and actuality of the recorded miracles of
Jesus Christ.”

The sixth charge, that “he denies, contrary
to the Scripture, the efficacy of intercessory
prayer except in so far as it leads the pe-
titioner to be active in the service of others,”
was likewise given a ‘“not guilty” verdict
based on the accused pastor’s practice of

“using the General Prayer of the Common
Service regularly and without reservation.

R
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PILOT FOR LIBER|A: Mr. and Mrs. William T.
McKay, Jr., were commissioned this summer as
missionaries to Liberia. Mr. McKay will serve
as pilot in African mission field. The I.V’cKaY?-
members of St. Luke's, Baltimore, left v:n{'h their
"H"e girl in Augus-} for new destination, Phel'-
mitting Paul R. Knecht of Akron, O., whc}: r::
been serving as pilot in Liberia, to refurr; dzf
this month after more than two years o Y.

and inasmuch as he believes in and uses

intercessory prayers.”’ .

: The seventh charge which concerned the
Lord’s Supper, “that he denies, contrary to
the Scripture and Confessions, the sacra-

e

mental union in the Lord’s Supper.” was
answered by Pastor Gerberding “th?t he be-
lieves about the Sacrament what is taught

Preliminary Move Is Made to
in Luther’s Small Catechism,” and the com-

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST

mittee voted him “not guilty.” Establish Lutheran College
The final charge concerning the Imparta- N

tion of faith to infants in and through bap- By HOWARD L. LOGA

tism was set aside, “inasmuch as the Ch.ur-ch Los ANGELES——Representatives of five

has not spoken with finality and Hnamny major bodies of the National Lutheran

on this question.”

Council, who have been discussing for sev-
eral months the establishment of 3 Lutheran
college in California, have decided to or-
ganize a committee and set up

IN HIS PREPARED statement at the trial,
Pastor Gerberding said: “I have never pub-
licly or privately suggested that any word

a preliminary
of Scripture or the Creeds or the Confessions

corporation to receive gifts and transact
be set aside. I have never secretly hoped  other business in connection with the project.
for any change in our doctrinal foundation While the Pacific Southwest Synod and the

-« . I have been proud to be a Lutheran

Pastor . . . I confess to many mistakes in my  Church have taken no official
Ministry of seven years . . . I admit to al- g college, both have recejved
Owing personal grudges and jealousies be-
Ween myself and parishioners, myself and
Colleagues in the ministry

California Conference of the Augustana

action favoring

encouragement
from their denominational executives. The

ULC Board of Education recently gave its

» o creep into my approval to such g college and asked its ex-
Preaching; to declaring too often only what ecutive secretary to work with Pacific South.-
I had eXperienced rather thap what the

west Synod officials in establishment of g
und to be true, but I college. The preliminary corporation the
trieg ¢ ely declare that | ha.ve NLC representatives vot.ed to establish will
X O make the central tenct of my min- not be 3 college corporation. That may come

:?tfy, that Gospel which God gave us in the later. Elected as officers of the committee
ife and death and Tésurrection of Jesuys

) are: President, Dr. G. Falde, FLC: vice
Chrlst, who is my Saviour.” president, Dr. Luther Olmon. Augustana:
When the verdict reached Pastor Ger. secretary, the Rev. Edmund Krueger. ALC:
rding by radio news-flash, he was delighted treasurer, Howard L. Logan, ULCA: and
Ut surprised that the favorable verdict was member, the Rey. Joseph Gertz, UFI C.
Unanimous. PREPARATIONS are well advanced for the

Church has been fo
Onestly ang positiv

Sep+ember 21, |95$
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PACIFIC SOUTHWEST . ..

P-T-R program in the Los Angeles area in
which more than 100 congregations in a
100-mile radius will participate. Missioners
will be coming from all over the western and
midwestern parts of the United States. Di-
rector for the mission is the Rev. William
Berg, director of evangelism of the Augus-
tana Church. Pastor Berg will direct a sim-
ilar mission in the San Diego area following
the Los Angeles event. The Fresno area will
have its mission during the first week in
November. Pastor Donald Hansen (UELC),
Chicago, will be director. ULC pastors will
be active in this mission where the Rev.
Goodwin T. Olson serves as general chair-
man.

The California Conference of the Augus-
tana Church installed its first full-time presi-
dent in early September. Augustana's Presi-
dent Oscar Benson came from Minneapolis
to install Dr. Carl W. Segerhammer of Los
Angeles. Dr. had served
Angelica Church in Los Angeles for some
years.

Segerhammer

Dr. Allan Langhoff, regional home
mission director for Augustana, left that post
to return to a pastorate in the Midwest and
the Rev. A. G. Fjellman came from Duluth
to succeed Dr. Langhoff.

SOMETHING NEW for catechumens in the
Fresno area was a catechetical class held by
ULC churches for all those entering confir-
mation classes this fall. A three-day pro-
gram was planned to prepare young people
for instruction.

Luther Leaguers met for their synodical
convention in Faith Church, Phoenix, Ariz.,
over the Labor Day weekend. Large groups
of young people came from all over synod.
At least one church sent a busload. Synod
President Carl V. Tambert, LLA Associate
Secretary Arthur Bauer, and Dr. Lyle C.
Burns, Grace Church, Phoenix, addressed
the convention.

The first Los Angeles area Sunday school
teachers’ and workers’ conference was held
in First English Church, Sept. 24. The pro-
gram, under the direction of the Rev. John
D. Foerster, was planned to help in teaching
the Christian Growth Series and to prepare
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for other Sunday school work.

AI\/{ONG THE CHURCHES: First, Fresno, jg
studying the possibility of starting a branch
Sunday school at its new property where
the. congregation will eventually relocate,
Faith, Fresno, laid the cornerstone in late
August for its first church building. The
project is under the direction of synod’s De.
partment of Church Extension. Serviceg
were started in Sunland, Calif.,, where the
Rev. Philip E. Snobeck is developing a new
mission. Meeting place is the Tujunga Wom-
en’s Club. Members of Foothills, La Can-
ada, along with many others welcomed Dr,
and Mrs. James Beasom back to the U.S.
after a tour of duty for the Lutheran World
Federation in London. Trinity, Long Beach,
said goodby to one of their sons, the Rey,
Gerald O. Pedersen, who served as educa-
tion director, and welcomed another son,
Edward Ray, who assumes the same respon-
sibility for the congregation.

AMONG THE PASTORS: J. Emory Acker-
man was installed as pastor of Christ Church,
Downey, by Synod President Tambert. H.
Paul Romeis spent August in the Hawaiian
Islands assisting mission congregations and
representing the synod at the Hawaii Con-
ference. James R. Spaid, former chaplain,
arrived in Monterey to develop a new mis-
sion. Dr. Frederick J. Weertz of Des Moines
was convalescing in Los Angeles during late
summer.

PENNSYLVANIA

Susquehanna Camp, Campers

Highly Praised by LLM Official

By ARTHUR W. LAWVER

WILLIAMSPORT — “Good  planning and
wholesome discipline met a responsive chord
in the hearts of the campers,” said Zeb B.
Trexler. associate director of the Lutheran
Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship, after
spending a week with 266 youngsters at

Camp Susquehanna on the campus of Sus-
quehanna University.
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“I was amazed,” he continued, “at our
first chapel service on Sunday evening. There
was mirth and perhaps some frivolity as the
campers gathered. The amazing thing was
the complete change of attitude when the
chaplain presented himself on the rostrum.
An attitude of reverence and worship pre-
vailed at the proper time. It was a thrilling
thing.” Pastors Raymond E. Fisher and
Adam P. Bingaman, and Mrs, Bingaman
with 25 other staff members were highly
commended by this stewardship leader.

Luther League caravaners David Angers-
bach of Eureka, Kan.; Vida Abramheit of
Goliad, Texas; and Joanne Beaumont of
Omaha, Neb., helped plan programs and
activities for the campers. Holy Trinity
Church, Berwick, and St. John’s Church,
Catawissa, were also on the caravaners’
itinerary.

The Williamsport Council of Churches is
planning a city-wide religious survey to be
conducted on Sept. 25. The survey will be
followed by a visitation-evangelism week in
October. The annual union Reformation
service will precede a series of preaching
missions.

St. John’s Church, Espy, the Rev. Walter
L.. Brandau pastor, will observe its 100th an-
E;‘;egr::l;ly cl)rfl Octoberl. Preparations include g

evangelism and the purchase of

3 Naturalized u.s.

; citizen.
Withesses

inabq 1: residents of U.S.
fide bri: enter Ca;adT. .Only point where
. “greom: And e ?*'Ves could meet was
. Midpoint on international bridge. Wed-
‘Ing was held in early morning to escape atten-
lon of passing motorists. Reporters, alerted by
l‘idge officials, were barred on Pastor Rolik's
"equest. Mr-. Mandossian received entry permit
Iafer_ Gouple resides in Detroit,

e

Her parents and
+ were aliens and

a plot for the eventual building of a new
church.

St. James' Church, Montoursville, has re-
ceived a bequest of $1,000 for the building
fund from the estate of the late Solomon
Springman, for many years its Sunday school
superintendent. Emmanuel Church, of the
same parish, recently completed extensive
renovations and installed an electric organ.

“THE GOLDEN AGE CLUB” is an enthu-
siastic group of members, over 70 years of
age, in Christ Church, Lewisburg. The or-
ganization meets monthly. Bucknell Uni-
versity professors have lectured to the
group. A teacher told how she organized a
school in Burma. The Lutheran Student
Association has presented a musical program
and a “Pennsylvania Dutch” program is
scheduled for this fall. Members assisted
with the preaching mission last winter, par-
ticipate in missionary activities, and help” in
preparations for Bible school. Pastor George
K. Bowers says, “These people appreciate
beyond words an opportunity to regain a
place in the church’s life.”

A leadership training school for the Wil-

liamsport area will be held Sept. 27 to Nov,
1 at St. Mark’s Church.




PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

ASSIGNMENT: BURMA
was the word Mrs. Annie
Ray Moore received early
this summer from the United
Nations World Health Or-
ganization. The member of
the church council of Holy
Trinity C hurch, Raleigh,
N. C., left in August for
Rangoon. She will serve
with the “Health Education
of the Public” section under
the direction of Miss A.
Helen Martikainen, also of
the Raleigh church.

For the past eight years,
Mrs. Moore has served as
health educator for the
North Carolina Department
of Public Instruction, a po-
sition to which she intends
to return following her one-
year WHO assignment.

NAMED executive direc-
tor of Augustana Church’s
Board of Foreign Missions
is Dr. Melvin A. Hammar-
berg, who resigned as pastor
of Arlington Hills Church,
St. Paul, Minn., where he
served 15 vyears. He will
succeed Dr. S. Hjalmar
Swanson who held the post

16 years before retiring. Dr.
Hammarberg is a graduate
of Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege and Augustana Semi-
nary. He was president of
Augustana’s Board of Youth
Activities for nine years. The
foreign mission program he
will direct serves nearly 200
missionaries and has a bud-
get of $860,000 this year.
Augustana and the ULCA
co-operate in Japan and In-
dia mission fields.

CALL to London, Eng-
land, was received by Pastor
Vernon F. Frazier of St.
Stephen’s Church, Lexing-
ton, S. C., who will assume
pastorate at St. Mary’s Eng-
lish Lutheran Church, only
completely English-speaking
Lutheran church in England
sponsored by the Lutheran
World Federation and or-
ganized in 1951. St. Mary’s
interim pastor was Dr. James
P. Beasom, former president
of the Pacific Southwest
Synod. who returned to the
U.S. last month.

Pastor Frazier, who will
serve in the London parish

DRrR. HAMMARBERG

for a minimum three-year
term with possible further
extension, is a native of Ten-
nessee, graduate of Furman
University, Southern Semi-
nary and Gettysburg Semi-
nary. He served parishes in
Mount Pleasant, Sumter and
Columbia, all in South Caro-
lina, before going to Lexing-
ton in 1949.

Pastor Frazier is editor of
the South Carolina Lutheran
and member of the board of
trustees of Southern Semi-
nary, was executive secretary
of the South Carolina Lu-
ther League and chairman of

NORTH CAROLINA Luther Leaguers
elected a new team of officers this
summer at their convention at Lenoir
Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. Those
clected were (left to right) Judy
Ford, vice president; George Keck,
president; Marie Beatty, statistical
secretary; Sue Culp, executive com-
mittee member; Elsie Hamilton, re-
cording secretary:  Glenn

archivist. Pansy Faggart
also elected, was absent for photo.

Ketner,
Treasurer
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PasTOR FRAZIER

the synodical Parish Educa-
tion Committee. He will sail
for England with his wife
' and three children Oct. 11.

A CERTIFICATE and a
. corsage said “well done” to
Miss Anna Merz who had
, performed the secretarial
duties for the office of the
Ohio Synod during the past
twenty years.

It was in 1925 when Ohio
Synod President Joseph Sit-
tler asked Miss Merz to re-
serve a few hours a week to
work for the synodical of-
ﬁ_Ce. At that time she was a
Plano teacher in Circleville.

Soon, as the synod’s work
ioad increased, Miss Merz
‘;‘;ngule.ss and less time for

Pils, and after a few
Z’Cars she became 3 full-time
mpl?yee of the synod.
akhls spring, Miss Merz
ed to be released from
SEF duty so that she may re-

Me her teaching career. In
nnOllncing her retirement,
I\}illnod President George W-
Ulley paid tribute to her
Yearg of faithful service.

SeNember 21, 1955
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THERE ARE TWO sides to disaster. Back in 1950 when
W. Arthur Finn of Great Kills (Staten Island), N. Y.,
was a student at Wagner College and Mrs. Finn the tem-
porary breadwinner, the roof blew off Luther Hall and
landed on their little house nearby, smashing everything
they had.

At that time the Finns had received help. Now they
wanted to give help—to the victims of the New England
flood disaster. They searched their closets and filled a
carton with old clothing. It didn't look like much.

So, Mrs. Finn made the round of friends and neighbors
and hauled in what old clothing they had to give. Soon
hundreds of pounds of material, from baby shoes to
blankets, filled the small suburban home to the ceiling.
Then the Finns called the local Red Cross chapter. That's
when the trouble began.

The chapter said regulations required that the Finns
wash, sort, pack and send the clothing themselves to New
England—prepaid. The Finns looked at the mountains of
clothing piled up in their home and their enthusiasm
ebbed. They couldn't do what the regulations prescribed
and the Red Cross said it couldn't change the rules.

It looked like a sad ending for a happy idea. But not
for long. The next day, the American Legion post stepped
in and said it would take care of everything. The Finns
should just continue to receive the goods. Legion mem-
bers processed the donations and sent them on their way.

Today the Finn home is again just a regular one-family
house. But there are lots of new-found friends. And a
community that won't forget.

.THE TEN COMMANDMENTS turned out to be
nine on Kent Memorial’s Sunday bulletin in Sunrise
Beach, Mo. Pastor Raymond E. Johnson had inserted
“ten commandments for church attendance” in the
bulletin. Only nine appeared, ranging from “Thou
shalt not come to service late, nor for the Amen re-
fuse to wait,” to “Thou shalt the minister give heed,
Nor blame him when thou’rt disagreed.”

Visitors wondered what the tenth commandment
Was and what had happened to it. The command-
ment, Pastor Johnson explained on request, was “And
S0. by all thy spirit’s grace, Thou shalt show God

within this place.” Its 5 good commandment, the

pastor said. .But he couldn’t print it. He had run
out of space in the bulletin.
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VIRGINIA

Survey of Metropolitan Areas
Ordered by Executive Council

By MARSHALL F. MAUNEY

ROANOKE—A survey of metropolitan areas
on the Virginia Synod’s territory has been
ordered by its executive council. Dr. Karl
S. Henry, survey and research secretary of
the Board of American Missions, will make
the study Oct. 24-27 and present recom-
mendations for a more effective over-all
home missions strategy. Although remark-
able strides in mission development have
been made in recent years, the executive
council feels that further improvements can
be achieved.

The Massanetta Assembly, Aug. 8-15,
drew a record attendance of 1,257, plus one
uninvited guest. Hurricane Connie blew in
with wet fury but the fine spirits of the as-
sembly refused to be either snuffed out or
dampened. Enrollment was 702 in the lead-
ership school, 50 in the pastors’ school.

Dr. Edwin Moll described the strife which
followed the partitioning of Palestine in
1947 and the relief which the Lutheran
World Federation is bringing to refugees.
He suggested three areas in which a solution
of the Arab-Israeli problem might be found:
Implementation of the UN resolution advo-
cating internationalization of Jerusalem;
more equitable partitioning of Palestine;
compensation by the Jews to be paid'to
Arabs for confiscated lands and properties.

Dr. Charles B. Foelsch told the pastors:
“Lutherans have often overlooked the op-
portunity to utilize music; they have fre-
quently neglected the beauty and order in-
trinsic in the proper use of the liturgy; and

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

(The Gatewayv City)

ST. MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
3976 Hendricks Ave., Rf. I3
Paul K. Nordsiek, Pastor
invites you fo

Wership Services 8:30 & 11:00 AM.

Sunday School (all ages) 9:45 A.M.

—

Lutl}erans ha\fe failed to produce more than
a trickle of vital literature in recent years.”

With regard to the unity of Protestants
he said, “The Lutheran church desires unity
on the basis of common belief and under-
standing—not on the basis of organizations
or super-organizations of churches.”

Other leaders participating in the assembly
were Dr. Edmund A. Steimle, Dr. Robert
Paul Roth, Dr. Walter B. Freed, Pastor Loujs
H. Valbracht, Dr. Frederick K. Wentz, Dr.
Paul M. Orso, Chester A. Myrom, Pastor L,
David Miller, and Dr. Theodore K. Finck.

Conference meetings across the synod
have been set up for the following dates
and places: Sept. 27, Shenandoah Confer-
ence at Orkney Springs; Sept. 28, Staunton
Conference at Harrisonburg; Sept. 29, Tide-
water Conference at Newport News; Oct. 4,
Roanoke Conference at Pembroke; Oct. 5,
Marion Conference at Chilhowie; Oct. 5-6,
Knoxville Conference at Maryville.

Eleven church councilmen’s institutes have
been planned between Nov. 1 and 14. The
program will comprise discussions on duties
of the church councilman’s office, his respon-
sibilities in parish education, and on a ques-
tionnaire on general congregational life.

The synodical Women’s Missionary So-
ciety convention will be held Oct. 25-27 at
First Church, Norfolk. The general theme,
“Christ, the Hope of the World,” will be
developed by Miss Martha Akard, mission-
ary on leave from Japan; the Rev. L. K.
Bowers, missionary on leave from Liberia;
and Synod President J. Luther Mauney.

WARTBURG

Congregations Increase Giving

For Eight-Month Period 1955
By ARNOLD H. KAITSCHUK

CHicaGo—Response in congregational giv-
ing this year has been better than in previous
years, although only 37 per cent of the bud-
geted apportionment was reached during the
first eight months of 1955 Wartburg Synod
Treasurer Robert L. Boulton has reported.
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of the synod. Faith mission, Joliet, and
Peace, Steeleville, Ill,, are the only churches
that have passed the 100 per cent mark in
this period. One has passed 75 per cent, two
have gone beyond 60, six have surpassed 50,
five 40 per cent. The other 35 congregations
have contributed less than 40 per cent, five
of them nothing,

A “WEEK-END CONVENTION” was held for
the first time by the synodical Women’s Mis-
sionary Society. The women gathered in St. —
Peter’s Church, near Arenzville, Ill., from

Sept. 16 to 18. Theme was: “Walking In |N MlAM'
€

the Master’s Steps.” Pastor Ross E. Aden

"R VISIT MESSIAH'S|

Great New Church

For A New World

Philadelphia's Crossroads
Broad and Boulevard (4400N)

SERVICES
10 AM. ITAM.  7:30 P.M,
Dr. Ross Stover

was chaplain for this 39th convention. The "Air Conditioned"
banquet featured the Rev. Robert J. Marshall ,

of Chicago Seminary, Maywood, as speaker. St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Dr. Paul P. Anspach of the Foreign Mission 3360 W, Flagler St., Miami, Florida
Board spoke on the mission program in Carsten H. Ludder, Pastor
Malaya and elsewhere. At the communion Sunday Worship 9:30 and 11:00 A.M.

service, Pastor George A. C. Bischoff of the
host church was liturgist and Dr. R. R.
Belter preached. Business meetings were

¢ held Friday and Saturday. The $13,000
budget for the year was surpassed.

Dr. J. R. Frenzel is vacationing in Europe,
spending most of his time in Germany. He
is expected to return at the end of October.
Student Robert E. Brown of Chicago Semi-
nary supplies at Tabor Church, Chicago,
during Pastor Frenzel’s absence.

CAI?AVANNERS of the Luther League_of a CHARLES J. HARRIS, Pastor
America made a three'day stop at Zion Holy Communion Monthly—First Sunday—8:00 AM.
Church, Clayton Center, Iowa, in August. . The Service 10:00 A.M. o
They were H. Paul Santmire, Anne Elsie + 4 - TBBELe sin gnd paky find healing
Stender, and Ina Lee Roof. They presented
a program of education, devotion, counsel-
ing, and recreation. Young people from
neighboring churches shared in the meetings.

Quarterly meeting of the Nachusa Guild

Sunday School 9:30 AM.,

Away Down South
In the Heart of Miami

Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church

200 S. W. Eighth Avenue
Miami, Florida

—

In St. Louis
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU

of the Chicago area was held Sept. 19 in ¢ .
ST. MARK’S
Church of the Good Shepherd, Oak Park,
I1l., the Rev. William E. Kmet pastor. ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Wolf Knappe left St. Peter’s Church, 6337 CLAYTON ROAD
near Steeleville, I1l., Aug. 31, to take over his (Just west of Forest Park)
new post at Trinity Seminary and College William A. Hover. Pastor

i ) ill be New Sunday School
In Blair, Neb. He will R e. Testament Worship Service
professor in this UELC institution.
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AGENTS VVANTEDd —
re-time Greeting Card an i
gﬁé}; Sfta home. Show friends samples of
our new 1955 Christmas and All—chasmn
Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their or-
ders and earn to 100% profit. No experi-
ence necessary. Costs nothing to try. Write
today for samples on approval. Regal
Greetings, Dept. 52, Ferndale, Michigan.

BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED

If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free,
llustrated booklet titled To rthe Author in Search of
a Publisher. It tells how we can publish. promote and
distribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of
other writers.  All subjects considered. New authors
welcomed. Write today for Booklet LR. It's free.

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. |
In Caiif.: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28

Clara Maass Memorial Hospital
(Lutheran Memorial Hospital)
School of Nursing

Three-year accredited course.
School affiliated with Upsala College.

Applications now being considered for
September 1955 and 1956

For full information
Write to
Director of Nursing
CLARA MAASS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Newark, New Jersey

the PSALMERY

AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION
TO BIBLICAL LITERATURE!
A very DEVOTIONAL and INSPIRATIONAL
book of PRAYERS and BLESSINGS for ALL
occasions, for ALL people of ALL faiths! ‘“This
book will change the zf‘raéing habits of millions

of people,” says Rev. Use it for all occa-
sions—for Sabbath prayers—for invocations—to
open and cloce public meetings—in time of joy
as well as in t'me of stress and anxiety! SEND
NO MONEY. At your request we wili be glad
to send you a copy of the PSALMERY for 10
day free examination! If the PSALMERY does
not please you . . . if it does not MORE than
Elease you just return it—no obligation. If you
eep the book just cend total price of only $1.50.
WESTERN PUBLISHING CO. (De_pt. 10)
P.O. Box 606, Redwood City, California

a5

—Changes of Pastorate—

FLORIDA
GREFE, ROBERT E. From St

Church, Albuquerque, N. M. To
Church, Hollywood.
ILLNo1S

KELLER, F. M. From Trini

ledgeville. Retirement,
INDIANA

HEss, A. VERNON. From St.
Anderson. To Regional Di
gelism Program (Oct. 1).

KIEFFER, ALLAN. From Wallace-Darlingtop
parish. To Pleasant View Church, Indian-
apolis.

LARSEN, BERTEL S. From First Church, Co-
lumbus. To Gustavus Adolphus College,
St. Peter, Minn., assistant professor.

Iowa

SWARBRICK, WiLLIAM H. From St. Mark’s
Church, Dubuque. To Regional Director
of Evangelism Program (Oct. 1).

NoORTH CAROLINA
Keasey, LESTER D. From Grace Church,

Pittsburgh, North Side. To Lenoir Rhyne
College faculty.

Timoth’y’s
St. J Ohn’s

ty Church, M.

John’s Church,
rector of Evan.

Ouio

MyEers, Harry L. From Calvary Church,
Cromwell, Ind. To Redeemer Church,
Toledo, assistant pastor.

PaciFic

BAauGHMAN, PauL. From Gloria Dei Church,
Kelso, Wash. To Faith Church, Everett,
Wash.

PECHMAN, WARREN. From Spokane, Wash.,
board missionary. To Faith Church,
Salem, Ore.

VIRGINIA
Coss, James K. From mission developel

. . nn,

Messiah congregation, Knoxville, Te
To Blountville parish, Tenn. 1
nué

TrouTMAN, Epwin N. From Emma

. e-
Church, Roanoke. To Director odf R
ligious Education of Virginia Synod.

MISSIONARIES
DEPARTURES . on-
Lewis, PavL L. To Lutheran Mission, M
rovia, Liberia. July 24,
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MR. FREDERICK HENRICH, 86, who
was a delegate to the 1918 organizing con-
vention of the Unjteq Lutheran Church in
America, died Aug. 31 in Buffalo, N. Y.

An active layman in his home church,
Holy Trinity, Buffalo, and the United Lu-
theran Church, Mr. Henrich attended 11
ULC conventions. He was a member of the
ULC Executive Board from 1918 to 1927.
and of the ULC Board of Education, 1930-
42. He was a charter member of the Lu-
theran Laymen’s Movement.

At Trinity Church, he was Sunday school
superintendent for 22 years, church council
member since 1896—council president for
26 years, president emeritus since 1940. He
was active in YMCA work and author of a

. historical sketch of Holy Trinity Church,
| published in 1937.

1

Mr. Henrich was president of William
Henrich’s Sons Lumber Company and two
subsidiaries. He was formerly president of
Ambherst Foundry, Inc,

Surviving are three daughters, Mrs. How-
ard E. Johnson, Delmar, N. Y.: Mrs. Elmer
Neuer and Miss Marie E., Buffalo; and a
sister, Mrs. Jacob Seitz, Buffalo.

Funeral service was held in Holy Trinity
Church Sept. 2, with Pastor Ralph W. Loew
and the Rev. Matthew L., Winters officiating.

THE REV. GUSTAV K. HUF, 56, pas-
tt?r of St. Matthew’s Church, Omaha, Neb.,
died Aug. 22 in Omaha,

A native of Philadelphia, he was g grad-
gatelof Wagner College and of Philadelphia
Ce}?lmar)f, and former pastor of Ascension

urch in Mt Airy, Philadelphia. He left

thscemsion Church three years ago to accept
€ Omahg pastorate,

Sep’rember 21, 1955

Chancel furniture and
pews of fine Craftman-
ship and Design. Write
for catalog.
Page Church
Furniture Co.

Albermarle, N. C.

PETTETS-N 30 CHURCH sT. IT7 V4

NOW, Monroe Foldinz Banquet Tables. at
no extra cost, are offered with new-processed
tops, highly resistant to most serving hazards.
Write for catalog, direct prices and discounts
to churches, schools, clubs, lodges, ete.

IOWA

HERE'S THE ANSWER TO
YOUR COIN SORTING PROBLEM!

The portable King Koin

Sorter is proving more
popular every day with
churches, schools and in-
stitutions. Each week we

are receiving more orders.

It is noiseless and light
with its plastic drawers
and sells for only $27.50.
So simple and efficient that
anyone can operate it. We
would be glad to send one
on approval as it is sold
with our guarantee.

Several thousand satisfied owners!

KING KOIN SORTER COMPANY
Dept. L—Box 1043
Lincoln, Nebraska

THE BELOVED
KING JAMES
(AUTHORIZED) VERSION
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NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA

(on the Inland Waterway)

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

202 So. Riverside Drive
Joseph Huntley, Pastor
Worship Service—I| A.M.
Sunday School—9:45 A.M.

—LANKENAU

Established 1890

Boarding and Day School for Girls
Pre-school through high school

Beautiful 20-acre suburban campus. Small
classes. Thorough instruction. Strong college
preparatory course. Art, music, dramatics,
home arts, sports. Catalogue.

Sister Lydia Fischer, Principal
3201 W. School House Lane
Philadelphia 44, Pa.

e

Following ordination by the Ministerium
of Pennsylvania in !9?4, Pastor Huf spent
some years as a missionary in the Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico. At one time he
was president of the Lutheran Ministerig]
Association in Puerto Rico, and for several
years president of the Luther League there,

He served as pastor of St. Paul’s Church,
Eggertsville, N. Y. (1932-39); St. John’s
Church, Syracuse, N. Y. (1934-44), ang
Ascension Church, Philadelphia (1944-52),

Surviving the deceased are his wife, the
former Julia Kirsch, and three children:
Capt. Robert Huf, USAF, stationed in Ten-
nessee; Gustav, Omaha, and Mrs. O. Robert
Hibbeler, wife of a Nebraska minister. Two
sisters, Miss Flora Huf of Philadelphia and
Miss Rena Huf of Omaha, also survive.

Funeral services were held at Kountze
Memorial Church, Omaha, Aug. 25, con-
ducted by Central States Synod President
C. H. Zeidler, with Dr. A. W. Young and
Dr. A. B. J. Lentz participating. Interment
was in Hillcrest Memorial Park.

— Just Published . . .

THE STORY OF
THE CHURCH

THE BIBLE STORY FOR BOYS
AND GIRLS: Old Testament

Published by Abingdon Press

BY WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE

The Church’s long story—from the time of
Christ to the present day—moves across these
pages. Writing chronologically and w1thqut de-
nominational bias, Dr. Bowie combines his profound knowledge of theolo
and church history with the vivid use of detail as he depicts unforgettably the
scenes which were mileposts in the Church’s story. For every reader—a better
understanding of his Christian heritage and its meaning for our world!

You won’t want to miss these other helpful books by Dr. Bowie!

THE STORY OF THE BIBLE $3.95 PREACHING

$3.50 AND GIRLS: New Testament $2.50

$2.95

$2.75
THE BIBLE STORY FOR BOYS

At Your Lutheran Bookstore

THE LUTHERAN—Sepr. 21, 1955—F855—7mac
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The Westminster Press

Hymns We Love

STORIES OF THE HUNDRED MOST POPULAR HYMNS
By CeciL Nortrcotr. Delightful reading for all who want
to know more about the hymns that have become a well-
loved part of worship in the English language. The author
is London correspondent of Christian Century. $2.50

Christion Love in Everyday Living
By Owen Hutchison. A workable “prescription”” for abund-
ant living, based on the concept of Christian love in I Corin-
thians, Ch. 13. Popular style, for laymen. $2.00

How to Make
Church School Equipment

By TaeLMA Apair & ELizaseT McCort. Practical instruc-
tions, with pictures and diagrams, on making equipment that
insures better teaching at minimum cost. $1.25

S,
SRR

Choral Reudings from the Bible

ISZCd“ bt){]rHARRY J. HELT™MAN & HELEN A. BRowN. Best-loved

> ﬁ ¢ passages arranged for choral reading by large or
all groups; music or speech-training not necessary.

1-4 copies $1.00 ea. 5 or more, 90¢ ea.

At all bookstores,

SeN‘ember 21, 1955




in concLusion . .
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LIKE A STRONG ACID, the U.S. Supreme
Court decision on race segregation in
schools has been biting deep into the
peace and quiet of the South. Many peo-
ple have become hysterical, and can’t
think clearly about this subject.

“White Citizens Councils” have been
organized throughout the deep South.
They try to make sure that Negroes who
agitate for school integration will lose
their jobs. Their attack is directed espe-
cially against the National Association for
the Advancement of the Colored People.
The NAACP leads the Negro crusade for
school desegregation and provides law-
yers when cases go to court.

BuT IN 11 of the 17 states where school
segregation is practiced, progress toward
integration is being made. Sixty school
districts in Texas, 88 in Oklahoma, 114
in Missouri are mixing the races in public
schools this fall. Ten counties and four
cities of Kentucky and 44 counties in

West Virginia are abandoning school
segregation.
All public schools in Washington,

D. C., from kindergarten to adult night
schools, have dropped the color line.
There is some loud grumbling, but no se-
rious trouble. Baltimore pioneered in
ending segregation last fall, and 10 Mary-
land counties are following Baltimore’s
example this month.

There are now at least 1,000 Negro
students in Southern public and private
colleges which were formerly all-white.
“It has been accomplished without a sin-
gle incident of racial conflict,” said a
North Carolina sociologist, Guy B. John-
son. In schools where Negroes and whites
<hare in social events, such as banquets
and dances, there have been no disturbing

50

e o ]

efforts by Negroes to date white girls.

This school problem gives Christiang
both in the North and South a fine oppor-
tunity to practice self-control. The prob-
lem can’t be solved in a year, perhaps not
in ten years. It’s important to give fanatics
plenty of time to think about whether
mixed classes are as bad as they think
they are.

I believe that fears about the races liv-
ing and working together are imaginary.
As people gain experience in racial equal-
ity, they find that it does nobody any
harm. But experience comes slowly. If
the school integration experiments are
worked out gradually in areas where they
are not too difficult, they may set a pat-
tern which later on will be found accept-
able everywhere.

THERE ARE TIMES when it’s cowardly
to be patient and slow-moving in obedi-
ence to great principles. There are other
times when impatient people do much
harm. We have various kinds of race dis-
crimination all over the United States.
Christians should be keenly conscious of
this, and not be satisfied until it is cured.
But so long as we’re making progress, we
can be hopeful without getting impetuous.

Negroes, Mexicans, Indians, and other
minority groups suffering from discrimi-
nation are not likely to enjoy white peo-
ple’s patience in solving their problems.
We may expect that they will do reckless
things in pushing their case.

But this is poor strategy. We must as-
sure them that we share their eagerness
that injustices will be remedied, and ad-
vise them to go slow. The trend is swing-
ing strongly in the right direction. Some
day America will clear up this monstrous

<sin of race incquality, —ELSON RUEFF
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