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HEWsSscan

More than a few hap

piness  balloons of  Easter
church paraders were prob-
ably pricked by Time's annual
Holv Week cssay, which so
berly scans today's scene of
a Christianity “is the midst of
change. coafusson, and dis-
artay.”

In a discerming and pro-
phetic mood the essay can we
Christianity moving “back to
the church of the Bible” faster
than most current wiclders of
that phrase may care to
imagine,

Well worth anyone's pon-
dering time. Time's piecce of
COMemporary apocalypsia
finds it conceivable that
Chnstianity is trending 10
ward “an era in which its
status will be akin 1o that
of the despised minority who
proclaimed faith in the ome
God against the idolatry of
the Roman Empire.”

Wave of Foture A quick
jumper into the bestseller
picture 1s Bastam Book's pa.
perback reprint of the <wil
disorders commission report.
Also petting wide play is a
comdensation of the report is-
swed jointly by 23 religious,

civil-rights, and labor o¢-
ganizations,
“Most  significant  social

document of the century™ and
“modern prophetic warnisg™
are typwal of assessments
given the report. Despite an
undercurrent of  mutterings
aver its “corporate guilt™ find-
ings, “challeage to con-
wience” is  the standand
thumbnail review of church.
men.

Expected in the wake of the

formation and Bitlial teach-
ing

A rash of appeals for
chanpe i social stasce from
leaders of comservalive “evas-
pelicals™ was also in evidence.

Southern Presbyteriany are
substitating  an  educational
packet built around the Ker-
mer commission report for 2
“regulas™ course in the body's
church  school  curricudam.
Objective is 10 have churches
stody Jocal conditicas and
plan activities for iheir own
communities to chose the gap
between races.

Relax  All signs point to bet
ter days abead for the
churches of Crechoslovakia
a3 a result of the quiet revo-
lution whih dnplaced the
hard-lime commeait regime
of party leader Novotny,

De-Stalmization reforms of
moderate premier Dubcek's
government, observers say,
will soon open the way for
the return of Cardinal Josef
Beran (barred since 1951) to
Prague and release of clergy
being held on  antistate
charge. Abatement of “police
terror” and rigd censorship
is also predicted.

Poland's noisier revoletion
could casily follow the Czech
breakaway pattern.  East
European <rystal-ball watch-
ers feel

Fau German churches,
however, have been squirming
more uncomfortably than
ever with the drafting of a
new state comstitetion which,
in their yodgment, can oaly
strengthen  party  chasrman
Ulbricht's  unbending com-
munist bold.

Fall Our pic of the month
needs no comment, only the
utle: Paswontide A.D. 1968

Tragedy-sharpened  editor-
lahsts saw distinct  parallels
with Holy Week A.D. 30 in
Jerusalem,

Fyeunt

Roman Catholic
priests i the United States
are leaving the priesthood at
2 onc-a-day rate, a recent sur-
vey of the National Associ-
ation for Pastoral Renmewal
reveals,

The report notes that the
actual total for the last two
calendar years could be
“much higher™ than the 711
departures noted, since replies
received covered only 110 of
the 153 U.S. dioceses and 2§
of 160 prieyt communities of
religious orders,

The pull-out trend is grow-
ing. the NAPR survey indi-
cates. It also notes that nearly
half (322) of the ex-priests
have married, 265 are still un-
married, while the marital
status of 124 was undeter-
mined.

Post-Fra  Death at 80 of
Charles E. Fuller, guiding
light of the Old Fashioned
Revival Hour for some 40
years, puts another gaping
hole in the ranks of pio-
neer radio preachers already
thinned by the loss of Walter
A. Maier (The Lutheran
Hour) and Martin DeHaan
(Radio Bible Class).

High tide of the American
airwaves prophets came in
the postwar  revival-of-re-
ligion years of the "40s,

Solution While the R's and
D's (political parties, you
know) strive and struggle, and
in-and-out-again  candidates
til and trouble, the dark-
horse T's (Theocratic Party)
have calmly announced that
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report and congressional pas
sage of the 1968 civil-rights
pill is & rapid expansion of
bridge buillding courses in
whools and churches dealing
with blxk culture and bas-
tory. .

Fastest reaction among Lu.
therans  came  from The
Amerxan Lutheran Church
which launched “Project Sum-
mer Hope™ for all member
churches as an imtensive edu-
cational program 1o achseve
Lrtitude changes by factual in-

2

= Washington.

has agan won their partys |

candidacy hands-down.

The bishop, overseer of
the 75.000-member Church
of God and selfstyled King
of the World, kicked off his
fourth campaign for the
White House by inviting all
heads of state and of religious
groups, both Christian and
noa-Christian  (communists
imchoded), 10 his demomina-
tiom's third world assembly in
Jerusalkem a month before our
clection day.  A.W.G.

your new address, Allow o
six weeks to process yowr oF
ment. Sead to: Subscriptien
pariment, Concordia Publ
House, 3558 5. Jefforson
$1. Louls, Mo. 63118,
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“THE 2% MILLION MEMBERS of The Lutheran
- Church — Missouri Synod grieve with you,” Synod
President Oliver R. Harms said in a telegram to the
widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., shortly after his
assassination on April 4. “We pray that his life may not
have been given in vain and that you and your family
may find strength in our Lord Jesus Christ, who did not
dic in vain but to comfort and save us now and through
all cternity.”
First indications arc that Dr. King has not died in
vain. Now that his voice is stilled, people have begun to
hear the message of his lips and life,
| The 39-year-old clergyman knew that he risked
dcath with cvery public appearance, especially when
leading a march to dramatize the plight of black people.
But he had a drecam for whose fulfillment he was willing
to take the supreme risk. He had been on a mountain-
top and had seen the promised land for his people. And
sO swas not worried about attempts on his life.
“"The man who killed America’s most eloquent ad-
vocate of nonviolent protest appeared to be a lone assas-
sin. But the trigger he pulled was the trigger of hate that
had been smoldering in the hearts of millions of Amen-
cans. Dr. King was the symbol-target for all the venom
in people who resented being charged with prejudice, dis-
crimination, and injustice against the American Negro.
- Blind, unrcasoning, unrelenting hatred gunned down
Martin Luther Kin{

In 1964 the LUuTHERAN WiTNEss applauded the
choice of Dr. King as Nobel Peace Prize winner and
suggested “America has good reason to thank God that
Dr. King is the man he is.” The editorial drew unabat-
ing criticism. .

The paragraph preceding the “thank God™ con-
clusion cited the words with which Dr. King greeted the
news of his selection as Nobel Peace Prize winner. Those
words are classic and epitomize his lifework:

I do not consider this merely an honor to me personally but

a tribute to the discipline. wise restraint. and majestic cour-

age of the millions of gallant Negro and white persons of

goodwill who have followed a nonviolent course in weking
to establish a reign of justice and a rule of love across the
nation.

If the death of a man of God for whom a national
day of mourning was proclaimed is not to have been in
vain., Christians of America must be in the forefront of
those persons of goodwill. They must not only repent of
lovelessness and unconcern but take vigorous part in
breaking down every barrier to elemental justice and con-
stitutional rights and everyday opportunities for Amerni-
can Negroes.

what Kind of a Man?

I WAS WATCHING a man die on TV as | put on my
topcoat and started for work. When I left the house, the
cool, crisp air of an April morning made me think a half
prayer that the temperature would not drop low enough
to harm my wild plum trees. )

I'm sentimental about such things. )

A lump forms in my throat when the flag gocs by in
a parade; a clear young voice singing the solo part in
““Beautiful Savior” can make it difficult for me to read
thae vt faw linee of the liturey.

Three-year-olds throwing their arms around me after
Sunday school and whispening. 1 like you,”" and my
tall son and fine-looking daughter coming out of church
together move me to give a prayer of thanks to the Lord
for His many blessings.

Yet — this morning a firing squad executed 2 man in
my living room. and my chief concern was that the
weather might turn cold enough to harm some plum
blossoms! What manner of man have | become? — By
Ken Webster
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WHEN PRESIDENT JOMNSON ANNOUNCED that he
would not again seck the nomination nor accept it if
offered. the shock brought vaned reactions.

Most citizens accepted the action as genuine and
responded with new respect to what has been termed a
magnanimous personal sacrifice for peace. A few called
the President’s statement a cheap poliical trick.

Our age has been through so many put-ons in every-
thing from advertising to national policy to c¢hurch
campaigns that it shows weariness and wanness in mood.
Something is needed in the church to restore enthusiasm
and the joy of victory.

In his book A Second Touch lay leader Keith Miller
says that a study of rencwal movements at their carly
stages, rather than at their crest, revealed “a simple.
almost identical pattern.” Each began with one person
in a local situation who decsded to give himself to God
with no strings attached. Usually at the time the person
was not very important in the ¢yes of others.

Of course not everyone who yields himself com-
pletely to God starts a great movement. God's finger
too must rest on him for a particular time and task. But
history does show that when a few others gather round
such a person because total conscious commitment by a
sensitive individual evidentially makes people somchow
“hungry” or “homesick™ for God, a renewal may start.

These few lives, deeply committed to the same living
Christ, gather in small groups around a common vision,
and their obedience begins to take a particular shape in
the world. Miller points out that none of the great re-
newal leaders set out 1o start a program for other people.
Each was trying to find how he himself could live sancly
under God.

New attitudes — a new mind-set — are needed in
the church for renewal. These will probably shape them.
selves around a person who has cut loose from fear and
relied wholly on God in order to find and walk the way
to which obedience, love, and hope point him in our time.

Two things we all can do. We can, first of all, try
with greater faithfulness to live bravely according to our
insight and belief — whether such action on our pan
sparks renewal or not. That is in the hands of God. But
we can also be more sensitive to and tolerant of those
who set out on new paths from conviction and in obedi-
ence to God. It may be that the Holy Spirit is leading us
through them.

What we need today is men and women ready to
abandon themselves to God without fear, simply be-
cause it is right and because it is a joy to live for God
Perhaps through one such person God will grant His
church — or some part of it — renewal



BY E. W. MUELLER

he farmer long ago moved from
the subsistence farming of Thom-

as Jeflerson's
farming.

day to commercial

own need, his farm operation had
little impact on the cconomic well-
being of his neighbor. He could fune-
tion indcpendently. When he pro-
duces primarily for the market today,
his volume of production and his sell-
ing patterns affect the well-being of
other farmers.

The value system of many of our
church people gets in their way,

Their value system, in pant, can
be traced back to the influence of the

carly colonists and to the pictism
2o Bisrrnsmace "co connes e . 8

involved in group action because
infringes on personal freedom, O .
feel it is wrong to use Organizatios
power structures to improve 1
economic well-being.

The responsibility for solving
farm problem belongs to farm
ganizations.

They are social structures wh
people have created for this purpo
They give an individual an Opp
tunity to make his influence felt. T
existence of a number of orpar:
tions gives an individual the che
to work with the organization =
the best approach — according to
judgment. Such organizations 2
make possible joint action in are

in the area of production

He has worked with -oil, plas
animals, and machines. J. the fus
he will be much more .nvolved
marketing. Now he mu-t learn
work with people, and he will peed
impose some restraints oo himsel

The role of the pastor and
congregation:

The Gospel does not describe
definite pattern or structure wh
people are to use in dealing w
social problems. Members are
dom unanimous as to which organi
tion has the best answer; therefors
congregation ought not endorse
identify itself with any one orgs
zation.

Individual Christians do hawve
social responsibility and a duty
find answers to social and cconc
problems. In a complex society
individual is a better steward of
time if he works with an organ
tion. Individual Christians has«
duty to use their inﬂuchc. so 1
organization acts responsibly ‘
keeps the well-being of all peop!:
mind.

How the church can be of
help:

By confronting its members
their social responsibility; by enc

e e calumle Ahloctiveln
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accept individual responsibility, they
are skeptical about their social re-
Sponsibilite
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forthrightly to discuss their

ferences; and by being a recon.
infliancs whan differences deveic

But he has not given thought to
the social implications of this change

.n he produced primarily '
When Nhe i Gprr arily for his Some are heditant ta s
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roclaims the full Gos-
f Jesus Christ. That message
’0; man in his totality —— man
conce® P00 “redeemed by Christ,
who ~h’;o live in mcamngfu} relation-
o ?o others, and who is to care
and develo the earth.
fet he church has a responsibility for
ity in which "l'sh:‘:m-

. ino the lOVE of God. It has a
‘mm::?bility to its constituency in
o uryside, and it must be con-

the countryeries the com-

cerned about matters of
m

church P

“ﬁg economic base of many of our
«mall communitics is the productivity
of the land. The family-farm units
constitute the economic base. This
pase is shrinking. Farmers seek to
maintain their net income by expand-
ing their operation. This means fewer
farm units. . . . As the number of
farm units is reduced, the economic
base of the community declines,
meaning less money for schools,
churches, and community Services.

The problem is to find a way to
reward equitably the farmer for his
input of management, labor, and
capital into the farm operation.

We must speak up for our neigh-
bor. When our neighbor is in trouble,
the least we can do is speak in his
behalf. In a responsible society this
% our moral duty. The interdepen-
;"m between the main strect of the
mall town and the farmer must be-
‘0‘;1"_: a reality.

"¢ must fix the responsibility. The
:;J:; responsibility for finding an
5 with the farmm ovemeormeione. The
church mcoumme;)rgnnnz:vmons. The

210 the farmg members to be-
choice organizations of their
which the f¢ are some areas in
bt they g1} scor BoNiZations disagree,
P'°Cbkm. se¢ marketing as a major

00 e :
rea) cor‘:’.""‘,ﬂ- which have made a
e fibution to town-and-country

* Particular] .
Well-being of rly to the economic
m%‘;ﬂsib'imy the farmer, also have a

e differe .
: Org'f:i““?cs that exist among
F farmers Zalons is not a reason
farm, WO“‘: remain aloof. Only as
:r‘"h can llr).: "%‘Clhcr in organiza-
bl '¢¥ hope to solve their

We
Must em
:.t:ﬂ. The farm

ploy special knowl-

CIM 1IN0 e 21,

very complex. The church has no
special insight into economics or the
detailed phases of the farm problem.
It turns to persons who are knowl-
edgeable in the arcas of economics,
management, marketing, credit, pro-
duction, storage, to assist the farmers
in becoming knowledgeable.

We must identify the ingredients of
the answer, such as:

The farmer must be encouraged to
be a good manager and operate an
economic unit. He must have access
to sound and adequate credit. He
must have safe and good storage on
the farm.

The farmer must be encouraged to
produce a quality product in adequate
supply. He must find a way to regu-
late production in keeping with the
nced. He must strengthen his po-
sition in the marketplace.

We must discuss the problem. The
present farm crisis tends to divide
the local town-and-country com-
munity. It often divides congrega-
tions as how best to deal with the
farm crisis. The situation calls for
much Christian forbearance on the
part of all. It requires that we dis-
cuss our differences, that we state our

ints of view respectfully, and that
we listen respectfully to the next
person.

It is to be expected that people

may differ as to what method is best
to deal with the farm crisis or how
best to proceed to improve the farm-
er's income. We must not permit these
differences with our neighbors and
fricnds to split our congregations or
our communitics. While we may le-

gitimately oppose what our neighbor
stands for or the approach that he
recommends, we ought never permit
this 10 cause us to take a ncgauve
attitude toward him as a person

The farm crisis demands that all
church people be objective, under-
standing, and considerate and that
they display a reconciling influence
so that their Christian attitude will
counteract some of the necessary
tensions which honest seeking for an-
swers generates.

If our Christian faith is meaning-
ful to us, then we can tolerate differ-
ences of opinion and different ap-
proaches without necessarily becom-
ing angry or having ill will toward
those who differ with us.

Christian laymen who are con-
nected with the agricultural industry
have a responsibility to use their in-
fluence through the sharing of ideas
and participation in various organiza-
tions to try to solve the price-cost
squeeze problem.

Which organization has the best
answer is not for the church to say.
It is for each person to make his judg-
ment and to work with the orgam-
zation which, according to his opin-
ion, offers the best solution and the
solution that is most likely to succeed.

People in every community have
the capacity to improve their com-
munity if they are properly informed
and motivated. Because of the Gos-
pel the congregation has a God-given
responsibility to assume leadership
in putting into focus unmet needs, in
calling attention to community re-
sources, and in evaluating the pan
its own members have for improving
the community.,
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marketing, is indeed

am a farmer, and | think it 15 ume

the people of America show some
concern about the continued exploita-
ton of agriculture. | think it s time
for the church to recognize the plight
of her members in rural arcas. If the
exploitation of the farmer is not
stopped soon. our nation will run out
of farmers 10 raise the food we need
for ourselves and for many of the
world’s hungry people.

Compare the price of wheat and
the cost of bread — wheat at a 30-
year low and bread at an all-time
high. Both producers and consumers
of food and fiber Jose, while the
processors and  distributors  profit.
And the price of all consumer goods
continues to rise, forcing the wage
carners 10 seek more and more money
for their time and effort. When wage
increases are granted and included
the cost of production, they are
passed back to the consumer, stant-
ing the cycle again.

Last fall 1 held 6,000 bushels of
wheat that 1 could not afford to sell
at $1.30 a bushel. The entire amount
would have been subject to income
tax and would have netted me less
than S1.O0O a bushel at the market
price. | would have liked to sell the
wheat to buy some much-needed ma-

chimery. but 1 could not recongile the
high cost of machinery and the high
1aves with the low price offered for
wheat.

True. we are subsidized for 35 per-
cent of our wheat. But do you know
of any working man who is willing to
work for half of panity, or half of his
regular wages. for his overtime and
then s asked to sacnifice his invest-
ment in land and machinery to pro-
duce a product at a loss?

The average farmer is now nearly
60 years of age, and 9 out of 10 have
no one willing to step into their shoes.,
The young men of rural America are
in a unique position. Industry wants
them because of their broad me-
chanical experience and inherent in-
dustriousness. They do not have to
stay on the farm. They don't want to
be exploited by an ungrateful urban
population and the giant food proces-
SOS

My own sons will not even take
my farm as a gift if they are expected
to farm it. It consists of 800 acres of
some of the best land in the state.
The farm was given to me by my
father, and he that 1 would
pass it on to my sons, with the stipu-
lation that if none of my sons were in-
terested in keeping it in the family, |
would give it to The Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod.

I have nearly come to the con-
clusion that the church lacks under-
standing of the real problems we face
in this country and that it stands idly
by while all of the oppressions which
caused our forefathers to fiee from
Europe are cropping up in our so-
ciety.

Seventy-five years ago my grand-
father left Prussia to come to a free

BY ERNEST HABE-

country after losing all six of
brothers in wars to protect
Fatherland. He wanted to avoid ¢
ing cannon fodder for the Father!
He was allowed to leave only bec.
he had been wounded and was
longer able to serve in the army.

hsplae ’

Note the inconsistency in
government policies regarding
distribution here and in Vietn
Over there the emphasis is on ret.
ing the land to the small farmers. °
policy here in America seems
the deliberate displacement of
small farmer.

Young men from rural Ame
are forced to fight in Vietnam to ;
tect the small farmers of that cous
while their own familics are
liberately op . This makes
possible for large corporation fa-
to swallow up the land. The -
sumers in the metropolit:n areas
abetting this land grab, little res
ing that when this is accompli<
it will be they who will s:.Ter mo.

We farmers are alread: subject
the monopolistic interest: that e«
lished prices. We are forced to
our products for whatever those
terests are willing to pay. and a:
same time we must pay the dispron
tionate prices those intercsts place
their products.

Huymaon VYal

Some time ago I read a mag.
anticle by Dr. Joseph L. Knu:

esident of Concordia College
mm‘head' Minn-. a xhoo‘ aml:;
with The American Lutheran Chy-
He suggested that Americans <h
recognize that the farmer is <
dizing their daily bread. He po-
out that we spend only 18 cents o
pay dollar for food, less than
place in the world.

“If we are sincere as a chure
praying for daily bread,” he wr
“I do not know how we dare fo
the farmer any longer. If you ar
as church people are concerned ab
inequality and second-class cit
we ought to demonstrate for

favrmae **



BY HUBERT KIEHL

Pisjng productivity has charac-
\ terized most of our cconomy,
and farm productivity has risen
fastest of all.

Man-hour productivity in nonfarm
industries has risen 48 percent since
1950. In the same period produc-
uvity on the farms rose 164 percent.
Accordingly, we have fewer, though
more productive, farmers.

Farm workers make up only 5 per-
cent of our labor force, compared to
10 percent 12 years ago, and 25 per-
cent 30 years ago. Our population in-
(caed by 56 million or 39 percent
Llh': last 20 years, while farmers
lon 3y from 7.9 million to 3.7 mil-
d(;‘.\n d ¢ number of farms went
1950( roppln'g .fl'om 5.6 million in
whill © 3.2 million in 1967. Mecan-
from 515 2verage farm size increased

213 to 359 acres,

[‘,.“W figures
.\\."xr:\,]”:‘l
.‘"Th'"k‘d'
dnl

often b
Proved sy

lustrate the impact of
(Technology means the

associated use of better
£ger machinery, of im-

tion of our income (18 percent) for
food than the consumers in any other
country.

Data on com yields in Missoun
have been kept since 1866. For about
75 years yields fluctuated around 30
bushels an acre. But in the last 25
years yiclds have more than doubled
and have continued to increase.

This brings to our attention the
facts of life regarding the rural
churches and rural population.

The rapid decline in population on
farms (about 200,000 every year) re-
duces the number of people in and
around the small communities the
church serves. It often becomes very
difficult to support and maintain a
church because many of the people
have moved to metropolitan areas for
employment.

This is particularly true of the
young adults, since farming can use
only about one of every 10 born on
a farm. So it's easy 10 see why the
average age of farm operators s
rather high — 57 years.

Various statistical devices have
been developed to measure the in-
comes of farmers in comparison with
the incomes of their city cousins. The
best known is the panty ratio. Since
this ratio of prices paid by farmers
to prices received by them for the
product is based on the 1910—14 pe-
riod, it is not a fully reliable index
of modem conditions. Nonetheless.,
the ratio of 74 percent for 1967 is the
lowest <ince 1934 in the Great De-
Dression.

s seswe v

1 am concerned about human ;
ues — values the church should

concerned with. 1 think it

for farmers to be thankful when &
arcas suffer so that their own

ticular sitvation is favored. B
think it is just as sinful for the g
ment and the majority of the v

to exploit the farmers.

large capital investment. place a pre-
mium on management and replace
manual labor. Hence, many peopic
who once worked on farms can no
longer find jobs in rural arcas They
then move to cities to find work

The agniculture industry, n spite
of the decrease in farmers and farms.
continues to produce more than the
market will absorb at attractive
prices. Therefore. the government
has sought through the Agricultural
Adjustment Act to reduce the pro-
duction of several of the major com-
modities. In 1967, for example, 20
million acres were diverted from com
production. The crop, however, was
a large one of 4.7 mullion bushels —
larger than home use and export de-
mand will absorb. So prces are
lower.

Now the feed grain goal for the
1968 program s a reduction of 30
million acres. What farmers actually
do 1s rent to the government a speci-
fied acreage in return for certam di-
rect monetary benefits,

The goal of the government farm
program 1s that farmers who partici-
pate in the program can mamntain an
adequate income, while consumers
are assured of an abundant supply of
food and fiber

The trends of the last several dec-
ades indicate that farming will con-
tinue 10 become more efficient, mean-
ing a further decrease of farmers and
of farms. But it seems reasonably
certain we ¢an feed our increasing
populanon for a lone nerind of 1ime



Merbicides 1. F o oclices, better seeds.
e Wisecticides, and fertiliz-
in S indicate a continuing
Oductiyiy Agnicultural outputs and
i )f . °“r§ Wil‘:t : continuing
M 3 and farms.
fishes hl,}mq""'"_d productivity fur-
ively bw&h-qu;my foods at a rela-
e begyp, 008t America is probably
%orld, yer - industrial mation in the

Mt € SPend 3 smaller por-

This is indicative of the so-called
cost-price squeeze — which means a
continuing increase in the cost of
production while prices received for
products remain nearly constant or
increase at a slower rate than produc-
tion costs. These production costs
are cash expense items which are
produced by industry, such as fuel,
machines, and chemicals.

These supply inputs, as well as the

g | T = e Tesswv

and continue to cxpgrt some food to
forcign lands. We now export the
products from one acre out of four.

Moreover, our surplus continues to
help avert famine abroad by supply-
ing food, primarily grains like wheat.
milo. and com, for immediate con-
sumption. Our expertise offers the
help of the world's largest supply of
agncultural scientists, educators, and
businessmen,

?
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The Story /:
BPehind Our

You'd probably be a bit skeptical
if you were told that cach week —
in this TV-comic-book age — thous-
ands of American young men sit
down and read a full-length sermon.
However, this highly unlikely-sound-
ing event actually takes place among
many of the 30,000 members of our
church now serving in the U.S,
armed forces around the world.

Their letters, streaming into Syn-
ods Armed Forces Commission
headquarters office in ever-increasing
numbers, bear cloguent testimony to
this fact,

Why this unusual but encouraging
activity on the part of young men and
women who, under any other circum-
stances, probably wouldn’t dream of
taking the time to rcad a sermon?

Try to put yourself in a GI's shoes.
You're John Jones. Age: 19. Far
away from home for the first time.
Address: Southeast Asia. The ini-
tial excitement of being in a strange
country has worn off. Now you're
desperately homesick. And — unless
you're stationed In a war zone —
you're also probably bored.

Think what it means, then, when

every month you ge' that enveq
from your Synod. With your
on it. You realize not only
“Somebody up there' likes you (-
greatest comfort!) but that “w-
body down here” doe-. too. Ané
just your relatives, f:iends, and
uaintances in your home cong:
tion. But also the r.any memrt
personally unknown 1o you, of *
church body. )

Above all, thousands of these .
—a world apart from their b
environment, including their ¢
congregation — are  homesick
God's Word. No one claims th:
service members of our church
the devotional literature the cor-
sion sends them ecach month °
many thousands do.

By placing the name of any ==
ber of the LCMS on file at the A:
Forces Commission office in W §
ington, D. C., through the home *
tor, a flow of materials is begun
initial package including a S¢
Prayer Book is sent at once; m<
cach person receives “Loya
Christ and Country,” a wc
folder with sermon; every
months a Portals of Prayer bo
is sent; and quarterly the comm
mails a 48-page pocket-size
magazine, Double-Time.

To make services like this p &
for those in military service =
. funds needed to ™
supply the MS.
chaplains from the LCMS. =
ordinate efforts of pflS(OfSh oo

/elerans Administration "“'
and to provide other pastors
for military and civilians her'™
Synod has authorized a M:‘ for
offering to supply funds
Avmed Forces Commission
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At 17 Willie E. Davis, Jr., has already claimed his sec-
ond distinguished service award,

Last year during Youth Appreciation Week the Denver
Optimist Club cited Willie for outstanding leadership in
the community. Some weeks later the Kiwanis Club pre-
sented him with an award “for outstanding leadership
and dedicated service.”

Oldest of five children in a family in which both
father and mother are deaf and are working, Willie has
assumed much of the responsibility of caring for his
brothers and sister. He taught himself and the younger
Davises the sign language so that they could communi-
cate with the parents.

Mother Davis, a deaf-mute since birth, and Willie, Sr.,
deaf since childhood, are active members of Bethel
(Deaf) Lutheran, Denver (Donald Zuhn, pastor), where all
the children were baptized. The younger clan now at-
tends Mount Calvary Church, near their inner-city home.

Willie is a sophomore at Manual High School, where
he plays basketball, baseball, football, and the sousa-
phone in the band. In the Red Shield Community Center

HEALTH GUARDIAN

Helen Bruerm‘.g

To some she looks like a typical home-ec teacher. To
others she gives the impression of the private secretary
who holds the company together while the boss flits
from conference to convention 1o golf course.

The real Helen Bruening, however, is a skilled leader
in the ministry of health and healing. She serves in the
dual capacity of director of nursing services for both the
city of Peoria and Peoria County. Combined, the two
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in his neighborhood he is a member of the drum corps
and Young Life Club

Despite his activities Willie claims he has never feit
overworked. Nor does he feel the church neglects youth
by not providing enough outlets for involvement. As he
sees it, involvement at home. church, school, and in
community helps develop a “sense of responsibility and
teamwork and always gives me something to look for-
ward to.”

His pastor, Rev. James Brockmann, describes Willie
as "'a very responsidle and determined indrmdual who s
alive to his opportunities to make a way for himself

staffs under her surveillance total 3 supervisors, 26
nurses, plus clencal help.

She came to her Peona post in 1964, lollowing a ser-
vice record which includes 2 years of World War )l ser-
vice with the Army Nurse Corps in New Guinea. 5 years
of hospital nursing at Milwaukee Lutheran, 3 years with
the Milwaukee Visiting Nurse Association. and 10 years
with the Milwaukee Health Department, in which she
rose 1o supervisor.

She has a training record to match. RN cap ' from
Lutheran Hospital of Milwaukee: bachelor of science
from Marquette U. school of nursing. master of publsc
health from U. of Michigan.

Miss Bruening's position has brought other responsi-
bilities. She is on a standing committee for the Illinois
Study Commission on Nursing. is consultant for the
state’'s Commission on Children, now readying its report
for the 1970 White House Conference on Children ang
Youth, and sits as board member on Peona's Commy-
nity Council



To deal with a group of children
day after day can fray nerves and
lest tempers

[eaching

[s Work

In 20 years the number of men
and women teaching in clementary
schools of the Missouri Synod has
nearly tripled. More than 6,000
teachers now  staff  about 1,350
schools.

Sometime in their life these educa-
tors made a decision to enter the
church’s  teaching ministry. They
prepared for this ministry at one or
more of the Synod’s colleges and re-
ceived an initial assignment by col-
lege and synodical officials,

Each graduate looked forward to
his first assignment. To most it was
the fulfillment of a desire. But some
found their first position disappoint-
ing.

Some Adjust Slowly

It is not likely that any young
teacher will find his new duties ex-
actly as he had ecnvisioned them.
Suddenly he faces demands, prob-
lems, and responsibilities which he
had failed to detect in college text-
books.

Most young teachers hurdle diffi-
culties readily, Some adjust more
slowly. A few may even give up
after their first attempt and seek em-
ployment elsewhere.

Some who left the Lutheran
tecaching profession return to it for
various reasons. They may have be-
come disillusioned with other profes-
sions. Or they may have decided
that they want to serve the Lord in

e s ~F 2he ARk alteas =1

nougn many meelings gobble up mos! of her spare
time, three programs of Trimty Church (Rudolph Haak.
pastor) command her special attention campus ministry
at Bradley University (" | had the benetit of such a mims.
try at Ann Arbor'). a special program for retarded chil-
dren (“Trinity adds the ‘one thing missing’ in our public-
health program”). and Trinity's newly planned day-care
program ("I look forward to helping in a small way )

»

after day can fray nerves and test
tempers. Teaching children is a chal-
lenging and exacting  profession
which requires an intelligent, alert,
and healthy individual.

Teaching Is

But teaching has many human
fringe benefits and is highly reward-
ing. Molding children into well-ad-
justed and useful citizens is the high-
est calling to which a person can as-

irc. The fruits of such a labor of

ve are often enjoyed right in the
classroom. Many teachers experience
increasing gratitude from former pu-
pils in later years.

The Lutheran teacher finds his
greatest  satisfaction in  teaching
God's Word. He teaches because he
believes what Solomon said: “Train
up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old, he will not de-
part from it."” The Lutheran teacher
teaches for eternal values.

The Lutheran teaching profession
offers much variety. Some teachers
are school principals, others are di-
rectors of education, and still others
are organists and choir directors.
There 15 a demand for Bible class,
Sunday school, weekday, and vaca-
tion Bible school teachers.

Congregations are  looking for
youth counselors and athletic direc-
tors. There are various grade levels,
and many schools are departmental-

ized. Some former elementary schoo!
temaldocms casmas | ¥ anbtbhh amam '

Rewarding
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tunities to improve classroom teac
ing techniques; to grow academicy
through further college and unive
sity courses, conferences, and
shops; and to specialize in a giv
area of service.

Every  consecrated Christi
teacher carries in his mind and
a desire to be a useful tool in God
hands. To work toward the ful.
ment of this desire makes for pr
sional growth. It generates zest, o
ergy, and purposeful activity.

Would Do It Again

Lutheran teachers as a group :
not known to make excessive fin>
cial demands. However, many
them are paid sufficiently 1o prov
well for their familes. The over
lifetime remuneration of teach
likely compares favorably with °
income of other middle-class w-
ers. Where this is not so, a con:
gation should be reminded that ¢
borer is worthy of his hire. |

A common observation by m
veteran teachers at anniversary °
vices or retirement celebrations
been: “I would do it again.™

To 36 yeors os
on educater (Lutheron
elementary scheol prin-
cipol, assistant director,
then n‘pﬂ'ﬁhﬂdﬂ“ of
Chvigtion education lgc.
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Many who left the teaching
profession in Lutheran schools for a
time have returned and now serve
with a double measure of devotion,
satisfaction, and joy.

There is no magic in Lutheran
«hool teaching. Teaching is work.
To deal with a group of children day

AL L AL AS o ALV T lllsll
schools, and others become college
instructors. Many District and syn-
odical leaders in Christian education
are former teachers.

_ Professional growth is a blessing
in any honorable occupation. This is
doubly true in the work of a Chris-
tan teacher. There are many oppor-

mwm

the Norfhern HIrRnQrs Vis:
trict, instructor of Syn:
od's prepovatory schools
of River Forest, Bronx.
ville, and Pertland),
Adolph M. Kromer adds,
in Nis retivement, port.
time service os stoff
ossistont of Synod's
Soord of Porish
Education.
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leading his class in @ rousing song is the only male teocher of first-groders in the
pudlic schools of St. Lovis County. “This kid stuff is extremely challenging,” Robert
Gelen, 0 Missouri Synod Lutheran, told o St. Lovis Globe-Democrot reporter. Until
.“"" recently, the Globe feature on Galen noted, the lower grodes hove been
‘olmest 0 mo-man’s-land."” According to the National Education Association more

then half of all secondary schoolteochers are men, but only 15 percent of elementary
Machers are men.

Burn
Your
Bridges!

BY L. L. MILLER

To followers of Christ, dedication
is nothing new. Across the centunes
countless Christians, putting their
trust in the Lord, have set forth to
further the Kingdom. Our own Mis-
souri Synod is the result of God's
help 1o many dedicated workers. Oc-
casionally one of these workers ex-
presses  himself in  such  striking
words that the message must be re-
peated.

A few years ago | had a conversa-
tion with a young marricd man, the
father of three small children. He
was planning to enroll at one of our
colleges to prepare for the teaching
ministry. | was obviously pleased to
hear this.

Being practical. however, | asked
the usual questions: “Should you sell
your half of your business” Should
yvou get rid of your house? What if
you don't like college or don't make
the grades?” What can you come
back to?”

The angels surely applauded his
reply. “I'm not coming back.,” he
said. If I dont make it, I'll find
some Christian institution that needs
a carpenter or some church that
needs a jamitor. The old adage,
‘Don’t burn your bridges behind
vou," shouldn’t apply to a Christian.”

Isn’t that a marvelous conviction?

Recently 1 heard that this young
man will complete his college work
this summer and will no doubt be
called into the educational ministry.

Many times in the past few years
his reply has come to mind. How
right he is! Chrst Himself tells us
“Anyone who lays his hand on &
plow and keeps looking back isn't fit
for God's kingdom.” And Paul re-
states the same idea: “One thing |
do: 1 forget what is behind and
reach for what is ahead ™

So take up your next task with
(a!lh in the Word, and don't forget
this “old™ saying by a “young™ wise
man: “"Chnstians. Burn vorr heid o
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In a hypothetrcal letter to a pastor
an clementary school promcipal shows
the meed tor closinyg the gap tha!
opens when teachers are mod part

of the total mumistry of &
congregation’s i'e

Dear Pastor,

Several months ago there was 2
letter in the LUTHERAN WITNESS by
a young woman who was going mnto
Lutheran teaching. In her letter she
gave her reasons for entering the
teaching ministry of our church,

Her letter expressed many of the
feclings | had as a prospective
teacher. But after years of teaching |
find myself somewhat disillusioned
with my profession because one of
my greatest expectalions never ma-
terialized.

Most of them have come tree.
Salaries are low, working hours are
long. and my energies are drained at
the end of cach day. But | didn't ex-
pect a high salary, and being ex-
hausted at the end of the day is a
kind of reward for having given your
all in the Lord’s work,

But the lack of empathy shown to
me by you and some of the laymen
In our congregation points to the ex-
pectation that never materiahized. In
college. teachers were taught that
their “call” in some way meant that
they would be entering 3 similar
ministry with the pastor: more spe-
,;iﬁc;;".\, a mini\u)‘ of Cdl.’k‘mlm n
the congregation,

We were told that the pastor is

behind you!™

unm

\

from being “ministens of education”
to being “munisiers 10 the parochial
school ™

Several things have created such a
eulf n our congregations. One of
them. | fecl. s the heavy emphasis
our parents and our District and
wnodal officials have placed on
our keeping up with the public
«chools. To be equally professional
with ocur public school counterpart
has caused manv of our teachers 1o
devote much time. money, and effort
toward advancing themselves profes-
sionally to become better teachers.

| o feel stromgly about this,
What has happened, however, is that
while we were seeking equal status
with the public school teachers, we
began 10 losc SLAtUS In your eyes.
The more tim¢ we spent in being
better teachers for the school, the
less time we were able to devote to
our work in the parish.

Apparently you noticed this devel-
opmest 100, because you have been
saving less and less about our
school. As 2 result our enm!lmcn; Js
ol ing, and our support is fal-
minngmusl realize that without
your support our school is doomed
10 oblivion,

Another reason for the widening
gulf i teacher specialization. More
and more teachers are entering the
teaching profession as  specialists,
Some young men are interested in
coaching and physical education,
math, or science. The same is true
of young ladies who prefer to spe-
cialize in an, remedial reading, or
other fields.

As an educator | feel specializa-
tion is good and certainly conducive
toa school program, However,
this development has diverted more
of the teachers’ time and interest to
their area of specialization in the
school rather than to their ministry
in the entire educational program of
the congregation,

Cemralization of schools through
“associations” has only served to
widen the zulf between the teacher

R
fprincipal ond e, .

8h-grode teoche of
Decator, 1IN,

Cenwal School, o,
ond chow direcrgr )
1pecks for thy ..
principal. Afrgs o .
tion from Rives Fore,
1951 Mr. Souer foue
school In Unisasee-
Mo, then New Mey..
Ind., eorning hig =,
degree o' Ind,are _
versity m 19463

Incidentally, I'm sure you -
realize by now that dedication
varies from teacher to teacher.
tal, emotional, and ph{sical quz
cations must also be taken into :
sideration. 1 guess I'm saying
possible that some tcachers
serve  their parish Immease-
while others, without  apd
should be expected to do very

Now | am not going to Jeave
without offering a solution. Whe
it works or not is up o both ¢f
To release our teache s from a !
ing of being second- e, you ©
take the time to iden iy with =
and give them the 1ssurance
they are indeed in a coministry
only possible way for that to
place is through a mccting ¢!
minds.

Minds don’t meet if they .
communicate. Regular meco
ought to occur between vou
your professional stall (month!.
monthly, quarterly, or even sem -
nually), at which plans for
congregation are discussed, ide.
the promotion of Christian edu:.
in the total parish are excho:
and the overall welfare of
congregation is evaluated.

When our teachers feel the -
of having shared in the plans. |
a repewed parish-consciousnes:
result. And I suspect a much ¢
willingness  to produce results
follow.

| won't say that all teache-
et pastor. Many of ther



the shepierd OF 1RC TRCh Dut That
teachers Were in some way to be as-
wociated in a “coministry” with the
pastor. Unfortunately, | feel now
that my call was just an assignment
a | do
them chM\n(lhl)‘ well and without

of extra duties. and & long

complaining. You ar¢ satufied,

| have talked Wwih wome of my
collcagues in various Wpes of ele-
mentary schools of our Symod, My
colleagues feel that this lack of em.
pathy ‘has lowered the teacher’s sif-

a gulf betacen
e

esteem and opcng'd

- LT

e

7 nc reason some people get
L disturbed over difiering theo-

~ logical views in the church
may be that they have cast God into
an image of words and sentences;
that possibly their faith is circum-
scribed by the imperfect phrases that
describe Him. When these phrases
come under question (for a number
of reasons perhaps, one of which is
the ever-present problem of seman-
tics), God, they feel, is defaced —
and this would shake anyone.

A picture, says the cliche, is worth
10,000 words. But no number of
words can definc Christ. Has it ever
crossed your mind that we possibly
try too hard to find Him among the
words in which we lock Him? Yet
isn't it the important thing in our
lives that we have a personal rela-
tionship with Christ, that we interact
with Him though we cannot fully
grasp Him? If we are to find Him, 1t
can only be spiritually.

It seems that the same problems
can occur in paintings of Christ. The
artist may try to give a definition or
a description of Christ, or at least so
his paintings may appear. Sallman’s
noted “Head Christ” is among
those that appear to tell a lot about
Christ. But what docs it really say?

The picture of course has warmth
and Kindness. But then so does a
picture of a Kitten if so painted, The
portrayal of Christ as a pretty-faced
man who has pronounced Caucasian
features and scems to have only hu-
man dimensions fits well into our
20th century.

2¥%. Sasee

hair and heard and

DS of CHRIS

and the parish,

Because of such a separation you
and some of our laymen feel that
our teachers are doing bess and less
in terms of parish service while the
expenses of operating a school go up
and up. This dichotomy looks to you
like the law of diminishing returns.

Hopefully, however. all is not lost.
1 thiak you and our laymen are be-
giaming to realize that all teachers do
not fit an identical mold. Interests

and abilties vary. Many teachers
coming from our colkges can no

Aecorved the criticism You ve
%cstc rl‘c":‘: not talk about them
talk about how we¢ together <
dore some of my lost ideals -
the same time Improve our re
ship.
Ipam interested in the tot!
program and not just the o
feel an obligation 1o all ch\k’\
the congregation. 1 pray for
when vou and 1 can sit dov
gether and plan the work of ®
Christ’s kingdom here on carth

Ve anlaharer.

deliberately glamorized Him for the |
picture (though Jesus pointedly re- |
ated that He came 10 serve, 10 suf-
er, to dic for us). Itis rather appar-
ent that the artist tries to depict the
divine nature of Christ by painting
Him as a ncat man. Whether he has
succeeded, we shall Jeave to you.
Richard Hook's version of the

head of Christ shows a more cager,
rough-and-rcaﬁy outdoors type, with
a twinkle in His eye and 2 grin on
His sunburned face. Here again,
some can detect an attempt o
glamor, but plainly Hook shies away
from indicating the divine and pic-
tures the down-to-carth Son of Man,

should be done ambiguously so as
not 10 suggest an exact image. For
portraits which pretend to be an im-
age of Christ can be dangerous be-
cause pictures as well as words about
Him can become wdols — and tragi-
cally, on¢ might not even be aware
of it.
WiLLiaM R. WoLrraMm

It scems that of Christ is to be

painted (some say He shouldn’t), it Seward, Nebr.

NNDE\

Jesus, Your face is hidden in the stars

Where man once was bidden high to trod

In upspringing flowers, prayers winding like rivers
Flowing from the ever-present God.

Now oft m close of vear

when frost lines the nm

of forest spring,

I wonder if the face

I see, weightless, balancing wave on wave
ts mine or Yours;

The comung on of might with howlings
At the door remind me of Your fevered
Path~

and alwavs I wonder .

The sudden quiet between the tading
light and the softer moonlight on the wenter swou
throres shadoiws on ke laten and causes berade v4 crast
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perfect complexion could indicate
that this man spent much time taking
care of his physical appearance (is
this the busy Christ we meet in the
gospels?), or it could mean the artist

Inglewood, Calit

But them 1 dreams — shadows waking,
Shadotes sleeping — threse prctures Anown
By heart for what thew are or should be
But 1m the dimnuess of the moment
of the ewe closed i sleep or thought
There comes tire outlime sharp and clear
Om s reflective couck,
Where people spring from actron only guessed
And emotion barely telt

And 1n that sprectral <econd

the image burns and burns

the darkness mto ash

that covers all the doubts and cares
with sleep

tll mornimyg breais

with dew from dream-swept ¢yes

me

Jacs Teacy Lyomr s

LB



Fellowship

Issouri Synod

s a pastor of The American
Lutheran Church | have no
nght or desire to intrude
upon the internal affairs of a sister
church body. However, as one
deeply concerned about efforts for
greater unity in the Lutheran family
in America [ have happily accepted
the invitation of the editors of the
LUTHERAN WIINESS to present the
viewpoint of one ALC district presi-
dent concerning the pulpit and altar
fellowship discussions which are in
progress between The  Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod and The
american Lutheran Church
| do so. likewise, out of the posi-
tive conviction that the delegates to
ALC convenuon at Omahba in
vote

QOurt
October unani-
nously for our church to lowdly pro.
— a declaration of fellow-
The @ utheran Chureh

will almos

claim such

with

.

theran Church — Missouri Synod a
similar desire for a positive declara-
tion,

Foremaost personal
hopes is the desire to have the con-
nnang loyalty of the Missouri Synod
to the Holy Scriptures shared even
more fully with the larger Lutheran
family in America.

In an age when the authority of
the Word of God is rejected by so
many who identify themselves as
theologians, all of us have been
heartened at the increased interest in
the study of the Holy Scriptures by
laymen. In a day when the word
“inspiration” so seldom appears even
i church Inerature, one dares to
hope for a closer understanding be-
tween Lutheran churches where the
Bible s still revered as the revealed
Word of the hiving God.

among my

life has been interwoven with
tionships to your church.

In my home arca in North ¢
lina three congregations, repress
the three major Lutheran £
since the days of my childhood
witnessed side by side on &
properties. Each of the three &
gations has flourished, and ther-
been a happy relationship be!

God
Huffman, 97o°
Lenoir Rhyﬁc_
Hickory, N &
Capital Unive’
Theological 57
inary, Colum®
Ohio® D .
N postor of O~
Pennsylvon @
gations for 4
president » 7'
of the Coste’”
seiee of The A
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Missouri Synod.

Hence we who have long desired
relationship  fervently

Lutheran Chv

which IN.N"_
the eorters '~
from Salmor™
New [TV
Miam:. Flo

Since this 15 a personal account,
such closer : pethaps | may be pardoned for re-
rrust that there may be in The Ly flecting on the way in which my own
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,-—;‘:ﬂvrs and members of these neigh-
horing congregations.

Vivid memories of my childhood
include a deep reverence for a
sainted grandfather, a man who to
his many grandchildren resembled
one of the prophets of God. He was
an ardent and loyal supporter of his
local Missouri Synod congregation.
On every occasion he spoke a word of
praise for his synod. Despite that in-
tense  loyalty to his own church
group he also encouraged me. his
grandson, to follow the Lord's call
to become a pastor in the former
Ohio Synod, and he was always in
the  congregation  whenever |
preached in the Catawba County
arca of my home state.

At the seminary where we were
trained for the Lutheran ministry
our respect for Missouri’s faithful-
ness to the Scriptures grew as we
studied the only textbook in Lu-
theran doctrine which was standard,
Christian Dogmatics by Dr. J. T.
Mueller of Concordia Seminary at
St. Louis.

Met Dr, Maier
Those were the days also when
Dr. Walter A. Maier was making
The Lutheran Hour a program
which every Lutheran could call his
own. Today | remember warmly the
one occasion on which some of us as
ceminary students were privileged to
meet  Dr. Maier, traveling in a
model-T Ford from Columbus to
Steubenville, Ohio, where Dr. Maier
addressed a Lutheran Hour rally.
In a gracious and brotherly man-
per he reccived us that day and en-
couraged us in our study of the
Bible. It was little wonder that we
cagerly purchased the volumes of
wermons which came from his pen
— books I still consult today.

.
PR —
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Planmon that the sermon in ques-
hon was preached by a good friend
whom | am happy to call “Cousin
Oswald” and explain that our rela-
tionship is not that of blood ties but
of a common tic in the family of
Christ,

In the recent past it has been my
pleasure to serve as a member of the
ALC Committee on Inter-Church
Relations, by wvirtue of which we
have had the joy of meeting several
times with Missouri Synod represen-
tatives in the discussion of the essays
presently being  studied together.
Never once in those deliberations
did I detect any basic difference in
the manner in which our two groups
looked to the Word of God for au-
thority.

There Were Tensions

One would not be spiritually alive
if he did not thank God for the
growth in understanding which has
been so cvident in recent years.
Since | lived in a county where Lu-
theran churches were so prevalent, |
can remember also the days of ten-
sion between synods.

As a boy | remember paging
through a volume which grew out of
the predestination controversy and
was still in our collection of books
in my boyhood home, a work called
The Error of Missouri. 1 remember
my mother’s vivid description of the
fact that when her parents changed
membership from another synod to
become members of the Missouri
Synod, they had the coffins of her
grandparents moved from the ceme-
tery of that other congregation to the
one adjoining the congregation of
their new loyalty.

All of us who believe our Lord
prayed for a unity in faith and
confession must rejoice that such
nact

Adave Af micnndsrciandine ara

stand shoulder 1o shoulder 1n the
Lord’s army”

Since there have already been
printed attempts 0 question our
common acceptance of the same au-
thority for our faith and practice,
may | affirm again that the constitu-
tion of the ALC, in the paragraphs
under “Confession of Faith,” begins
by stating: “The American Lutheran
Church accepts all the canonical
books of the Old and New Testa-
ments as a whole and in all their
pants as the divinely inspired. re-
vealed. and incrrant Word of God.
and submits to this as the only infal.
lible authority in all matters of faith
and life.”

How tragic it would be to let past
history, present suspicions, or future
doubts stand in the way of a decla-
ration of that fellowship for which
so many in both synods have prayed
during the past decades of discus-

sions!

Groups Work Together

On the cast coast, where | have a
responsibility, pastors of our two
groups have worked together in
brotherly love for many years. As
we have discussed our common
confession of faith in Christ and in
the authority of the Word of God, |
believe that any lingering suspicions
have tended to disappear.

So, ff it be not presumptuous,
may I, as an ALC distnct president
responsible for an area that overlaps
portions of at least saix Distncts of
The Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod, express the fervent hope that
the Lord of the church wall bless our
common endeavors for pulpit and
altar fellowship

As we attempt o mimster 0 o
highly mobile society in which nei-
ther Lutheran synod ¢an  have
AOROLACAHIONS 1N AVETY COMMUIRITL By
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with Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, the pres-
ent Lutheran Hour speaker, 1 sull
feel a personal identity with the Gos-
pel preaching of that familiar pro-
gram. Hardly a week passes as |
serve congregations along the Atlan-
tic scaboard that someone does not
compliment me on some  sermon
preached on The Lutheran Hour. l
accept the compliment with the ex-

MAY 1948

In this dark day in which we live,
when the church i under attack,
when the Bibke is often ignored or
derided, when membership growth in
even Lutheran groups is shockingly
small. have we not come to the time
when those who share 2 common
Gospel and a common trust in the
inspired Word of God. which brings
us Geds grace in Christ. ought to
nm

which members of our cmgrtg.n;nm
may move, what & real blessing
could come from a mutual recogm\.
ton of cach other’s work and minis-
tnes! To me such a declaration
would be a recognition of the unity
of futh we already sense as heirs of
the Lutheran Reformation who have
a message from God's Word for a
lost world

s
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Fine print (with a heart)

We call our insurance policies
““certificates.” Why? Because
(although a certificate is a
valuable possession) our
“*certificateholders” don’t just
buy something, they share

in something.

Aid Association for Lutherans
has more than $4 billion of
life insurance in force. Yet, we
do more than insure human life.
We help insure human values.
Examples: We provide
scholarships for hundreds of
ministerial and lay students. We
aid the retarded. And the gifted.
And the aged, the bereft,

the orphaned.

And we assist substantially in
church research.

In scores of ways our members
express their common concern for
human worth.

And all these benevolences are
possible because 850,000
Lutherans have chosen AAL for
their life insurance programs.
They have done this at favorable
cost with no sacrifice in quality.
We have insurance plans to
cover every family need,
designed to offer Lutherans
unmatched values.




Write for “Money for Living,”
a helpful brochure on life
insurance—fraternalife insurance!

Aid Association for Lutherans

Appleton, Wisconsin @
Fraternalife Insurance i
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Fine print (with a heart)

We call our insurance policies
“certificates.” Why? Because
(although a certificate is a
valuable possession) our
“certificateholders” don't just
buy something, they share

in something.

Aid Association for Lutherans
has more than $4 billion of
life insurance in force. Yet, we
do more than insure human life.
We help insure human values.
Examples: We provide
scholarships for hundreds of
ministerial and lay students. We
aid the retarded. And the gifted.
And the aged, the bereft,

the orphaned.

And we assist substantially in
church research.

In scores of ways our members
express their common concern for
human worth.

And all these benevolences are
possible because 850,000
Lutherans have chosen AAL for
their life insurance programs.
They have done this at favorable
cost with no sacrifice in quality.
We have insurance plans to
cover every family need,
designed to offer Lutherans




unmatched values.

Write for “Money for Living,”

a helpful brochure on life
insurance—fraternalife insurance!

Aid Association for Lutherans

Appleton, Wisconsin @
Fraternalife Insurance :



erhaps what | say in this piece

will sound a little angry. | think
I intend it that way. | feel strongly
that youth are being shortchanged
Dy the church.

Too often churches in the U. S.
seem to operate with the idea that
teen-agers are either game-playing,
campfire-singing, car-washing

clowns, or they are rebellious, vulgar,

disrespectful upstarts

For those youth they place under

the first premise. congregations
design candied youth programs to
keep the teen-agers occupied.,
relegate them to church basements,
and put over them some adult who
makes sure the dartball set gets put
away and who keeps a proper
balance between recreation and
devotion,

Those youthful church members
who fall into the second category
are largely left to go their own ways,
untouched and seemingly
untouchable. All judgments are
made. it seems, under the
assumption that the culture of the
rebellious is not valid. The modern
teen-ager's seeming disrespect {or
the traditional, the archaic, and the
stilted 1s often considered an attack
on the very foundations upon which
the church is built.

Instead of berating its
misconceptions and failures,
however, perhaps we should ask
what the church can and should do
about youth.

First of all | want 10 urge that
the time should be long gone in our
competition-inspired society when
the church is the place where
mediocrity 1S not only sheltered but
spawned. Embarrassing as the
examples might seem, | suggest that
congregations have usually
sponsored the worst basketball
teams, poorest amateur theatre
groups, thinnest choirs, and most

sterilé groups in their community,
Srantod sur call e ' corve 1ho
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is not enough, for instance, to

stitch a church name on five jerseys
and give them 1o five boys unable to
play on their high school or junior
high ball teams. Why not affirm our
interest in the whole man in this
case by getting one or two adult
ex-athletes to help some younger
enthusiasts do more on the court
than embarrass themselves and their
sponsors?

Likewise in drama, service
projects, music, recreation, and even
worship, imagination and freedom
are needed. The younger generation
has a different way of communi-
cating. Their ideas should be
exercised, not quickly declared
improper or invalid.

The best youth counselors are
not the most immature adult
members of the congregation who
are not trusted with any other
responsibilities.

Youth work offers education
within the life of the church as a
family and as a body. It also reaches
out to touch other youth outside
the church with the Gospel.

Youth leaders should be chosen
as much for their desire and willing-
ness to develop within the context
of a generation's culture as for
their own spiritual integrity. For
loday's youth counselors need to
become valid critics of music, art,
Iterature, politics., morahty,
cinema, etc. These are the tides
that flood contemporary youthful
sociely. For example, if the youth
group wants to produce a drama

MNEar it ionm o o s - 2. =

Scene from a production of
Man at Lutheran High Soq.m.n’. Music

* St Louis,

-
Age level of oonoroom"‘e', ',°:'
has moved to an average
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English teacher, tso:::ct:“”
enough training to —r

Perhaps even :;g:; pr capd*
the need for respe fof
leaders of youth is mto :0:: ot
someone to listen to
of the congregation-

There are few lh"':g; paris”
pitiful than well-meanp"o po 1
ioners who force-fit U 1o
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weak as well as the strong -~ but
confining youth to their own

weaknesses is a ternible injustice. It

"

meaningful. It may be that the
taithful who show up come because
it 1s the only church-sponsored
activity that they know.

The local high school has a teen
town, 20 interest clubs with
qualified leaders, a complete
intramural program, dances every
weekend, a newspaper, a literary
magazine, two honor societies, and a
yearbook. The local parish has a

V7,

small group that listens 10 speakers
on the impossibility of evolution,
drinks punch, and plays “wink"!
To the more alert and aggressive
teen-agers such a church program
appears as a concerted attempt to
keep the youthful members of the
body of Christ busy with harmless
activity while the real life of the
church involves only adults.
Churches that have taken time
to listen to their youth have
developed coffee-house ministries;
movie appreciation groups; literary
clubs; drama groups: folk, jazz,
and rock festivals; experimental
worship services. tutoring programs
for slow or educationally deprived
youth: creative arts classes and
workshops: vocational counseling:
and a variety of truly needed
personal services. More than these
valid services and programs, teen-

C. B. Wismar Interviews Mark Lindsay,
lead singer of Paul Revere and the
Raiders and host of “Happening™ TV
show.

wa Wwwv Ww .-

man’'s search for meaning,

competent direction should be
sought from some ex-actor or an

1

agers value the responsibility some
counselors and congregations give
them in planning and performance

Not all youth-inspired programs
have been howling successes, not
all responsibilities given them have
been met, but failure 15 part of
human—and Christian—experience
and development 100. Certainly a
miss does not justify relegating the
entire youth program to one pot-luck
supper, two hay ndes, dull
“business’ sessions, and a meeting
1o stuff Wheat Ridge seals into
envelopes.

If the adults of the church are
really as concerned about the
future of that church as they claim
1o be, then they had better listen
to the problems, questions, and the
joys of youth. By doing so they heip
identify the real problems, the
valid issues 1n question, and the
kind of joyful celebration of fasth
that has meaning for youth.
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are present usp-;y o
overdue updating
For the young®’ 9 g ot
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n
program is probably :“ e

The Now generation is not
made up of trees. you see that can
be Lied 10 stakes and made 10 Q70w
in a desired direction. They are as
free 1in the Gospel as are ther
parents. They are as alive 1o the
problems that will face them as were
thesr ancestors — | think more so

Beads. long harr. Mongas, ang
boots are not Symptoms of a ternble
disease they are marks of a
generation. Aduits need only recall
that swallowing golgfish. dancing
the ptterbug. wearning sadgdie shoes
making panty rands. and playing the
ukelele characlenzed some previous
generations

The long-hair generation you
might say. has been handed a world
shaped by a war-weary. money-
hungry set that grew up on the
|itterbug and motor cars

The transier will be most easily
performed if love, understand:ng
and the electric intensity of the
Chnstian Gospel shape attitudes
on both sides of the generation gap
Then adults can honestly answer
the piercing questions that trouble
youth. It is worthwhile to listen 10
what the generation on the move s
trying to say.

Pat answers are hard 10 come by
today. Nor do | consider what | have
wnitten to be the definitive statement
in the area One thing | believe can
be said: communicating the
Gospel's violent relevancy must
exclude mere toleration of youth
and /nclude communication of

responsibility
We have long asserted in our



gathernngs of joy that the message
of Chnist 15 intended for all Byt
adults and youth must search
together for ways by which the
involved, high-pitched tone and
volatile. growing personaity of
today s youth ¢an be touched by
the church

Being the church is being the
serving and saving Chnst to all
men_in all conciions. reqardiess
0f age or interests



Dean_ this month the Walther League
begins the celebration of its 75th-
anniversary year. Instead of looking
back fet me ask: Does the Walther
League have a future?

If we continue to think of the
league in terms of what it has been.
then the answer i1s no, there is no
future for that Walther League But
f we include the fantastic potential
of youth to rally around a new role
within the mission of Christ's people,
then the future is quite expectant,

Are you saying that the league is now
changing its role after 75 years?

Yes. although that statement
needs to be explained. The Walther
League spearheaded the
development of youth-led ministry
in our Synod in 1893. With the
strength of leadership that reached
into the 30-year-olds the league
took on a larger and larger share of
the administrative responsibility for
youth ministry in our church body.
Actually the Walther League became
the youth department of our church,
responsible for all phases of work
with youth. This laudable initiative
continued to gain strength until
the Second World War sapped
league membership of young
adult leadership

Digd the change n age level strike
the ceathblow to the strength of

the league?

In 2 way, yes Seeing the Walther
League as the “youth ministry” of
our church 1s a dead notion. The
leaque has simply run out of gas
for that kind of service. But the
league 15 presently emerging into
a role that 1s new

It the league is not providing the
total youth ministry, how will our
church handie this?

The synodical board for young
people s work has now assumed
major responsibility for adult
ministry 1o youth to provide
congreganons with resources for
approaching youth through classes,

L Baim L choroaet mrsLInE Bt
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What is the new role for the league?

Free is the word! And freedom
is frightening. Youth are now turning
a corner into the unknown, What is
the role of a youth-led ministry in
the 197057 It will take some “kicking
and screaming’’ to birth a youth-led
movement. And we're not certain
yet whether young people will
want to try.

What do you mean by that? You must
be reasonably certain if you commit
your own future 1o the idea that youth
can and should lead in the develop-
ment of their role of service within
the church

Well, I'm quite sure it will
happen. But it still remains the
responsibility of youth at Purdue
this summer to say yes to the
“kicking and screaming.” We are
asking the delegates to that Walther
League 'Gathering' in August to
take over the leadership of their
organization. Recognizing that the
average member in a parish Walther
League society is about 15 years of
age, we are proposing changes to
put youth of high school age in the
driver’s seat. The present league
membership may not want 1o accept
the challenge of finding a role for
youth-led ministry in “their day.”

That would mean some “kicking and
screaming’ at Walther League head-
quarters, I'm sure. Where do you
plan to begin?

In the parish. And we already
have. We began by looking for six
youths, just out of high school,
who have demonstrated by their

aant lacaal Boae ds oahilae el Ak o we B

league?

a ministry of youth in congregation
home, school, and community, These
six have been asked to serve as
volunteers on the Walther Leagye
staff for a 2-year term.

Can six teen-agers handle such a job*

Six workers may sound like a
small task force to be sure. We have
divided Walther League me nberghip
into six regions. Each workar will
go to a metropolitan area near the
heart of his region. We hop -+ 1o have
more regions as we gain m _mentum

Do you plan to train the o six
gional volunteers for their v ork?

They have their basic t ning.
They have demonstrated commitmen:
and ability in parish and community
during their high school yesrs

We do plan to use the summer
months for experimentation and
development of a common str ategy
In early July the six volunteers will
hold a conference with 20 selected
youths of high school age.

During the remaining 5 weeks
prior to the Purdue Walther League
Gathering, the six volunteers ang
the two adult stalf members (that's
all the adult staff the Walther League
plans to have) will work together
in a selected parish.

One final question. What do yow er
courage congregations 1o do wit”
their Walther League societies?

Provide a variety of ministries
to, with, and of youth. _Youth
ministry is a partnership of youtnh an
adults seeking roles that call out
the full potential of one another. Al
are losers if we suppress the gifts
of any generation.

re-

Anything else?

Yes, let's have at least one
high-school-age youth from every
congregation at the Purdue
Gathering. August 19 to 23.
Something new is about to be borr
kicking and screaming, with joy 10t~
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An excerpt from
o e s, by ke S

uhﬂ"’

i or and later as the
aﬁ:?«'ﬂc“:he l’mof a church-related

relations association and as an

: sve for many years been en-
‘%' ilnhlccwrlm and writing on (he
‘“issuc.cs ially as it affects the life
?nd work of the church; 1 I_uyc_:lso
participated in certain  civil-rights
demonstrations. o

As a result of these activitics, much
corr dence dealing with race rela-
sons bas crossed my desk. Perhaps the
most persistent criticism that has been
made against my activities is the accusa-
tion that “you are using force to ac-
complish your S May it be
said 1o the credit of my critics that in
almost all instances their criticisms
weee made in defense of what they
thought to be a Christian approach.

f

Here are a few quotations culled at
fandom from my files:

T think you should be reprimanded for
Bis most unchristian activity, 1 am whole-
Beartedly in favor of helping the colored
Tace, but nor by violence . . . inciting race

DO ¢te. We must first help their souls
Did o furn their bodies will be helped.

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in-

dayr social injustices of His
‘hl.'m b € try to bring about social
for Y Breaking laws? "Did He bring

leousness  from  unrighteous

x*
“2“? the cross can change the hearts
Beir social ol CIANOL be done by raising
that God“L standards, Use the only power
Word, 1o :,:‘:lm you, the power of His
Soth white o_nge the hearts of all men.
% 1o n“,:bd colored. Pay more atten-
Yodics, ang ‘t their souls instead of their
Ty Y""' only will this problem be
forcing civic0U AN mever erase hate by
LN ':.u: righteousness, "

%inn::: ime for clergymen of all
Py a 0% 10 discontinue their partic-
"?'lljo..-. inciting  disorder, revolt, and

Pelieve 4 Christia
Study of

obo'h

n and intelligent ap-
Of the problem in all
Sides and without any
P Violation of the law will
B What m"(‘d results ™
a_dfm%\lrla.ﬁ:r: ﬁo'ﬂ‘ '-',’f'""_" ':
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Some of e members of Saum
Philip's Chureh, S0 Lowis, of
whith  Andvew Schulze wos
pontor from 1928 s 1947

“1 don't know how informed you are on
communism, but | say forced mtegration
1s nothing but another means of takmg
away mdividual liberty.”™

should you go to the South to
stimulate mnsurrection?”

“Let no one say that we need an outsde
‘force’ w0 integrate the church.™

“Yours was not a witness of love and
concern, but rather one of force.”

In order properly to evaluate the
“force™ criticism, it is neCessary 10 re-
member that there are two types of
force. It is force that does evil and it is
force that accomplishes good. These
two, as long as the carth remamns, re-
main in mortal combat. St. Paul found
both at work within himself. In his
Letter to the Romans (7:15-19, 22-23)
he describes the very nature of this con-
flict as he found it in himself. . . . And
finally the great apostle says in victory,
the victory of the force of good over
the force of evil, “Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord™ (v, 25),
I am delivered!

Before our nation and the church
were conscious of a race lem in
our own country and as it s found in
the entire world today, there was a race
problem. But it did not come nto ex-
istence of itself, There was a very ac-
tive power, the force for evil, that origi-
nated, maintained. and developed it
This force imposed by the dominant
group upon people — because of cer-
tain biological traits such as skin pig-
mentation, hair texture, cranial mea-
surements, and the like — resulted 1n
the practice of all kinds of discrimina-
tion.

By means of these discriminations
people are denied equal justice and
equal opportunity: this demial brings
upon them the loss of the necessities of
life and in many instances brutality and
death.

Above all. discrimination robs them
of the God-given right to human dig-
nity, the night to be human, This type
of force is imposed by scgregation-
minded demagogues. by men of com-
merce and industry who have itching
hands. by the lowly who have nothing
else of which 10 be proud than that
they are “white.” and by the navely
fearful.

This force sometimes 18 obvious,
overt, and spelled out in vicious words
and deeds, It is being used by Southern
reactionaries who are opposing the man-

LANst s exciing mission.
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has been used thewe man:
“kecp the Negro o By Puece
force Of state laws whdh »0LS
Negro ctzens of nighty guaran
the Comstituon and ospecialy 9 e
Fourteenth and Fificenth Amencments
the force of community aftmudes thal
would compel Negroos to forego thew
natural and legitimate nghts. and keep
them in comstant fear of the low of
their lives and their posses00s.

Force » being used o the so-Called
White Cutizens Councus. the threat of
the loss of jobs, of business. of prop-
erty. if Negroes exercme thew privilege
as citizens by voting of if they express
themselves as favoring the decmion of
the Supreme Court 10 abolnh segrega-
tion in the public schools. All tha o
“force,” contrary 10 good. cthxal stan-
dards and coantrary 10 our boasted
American democracy.

Some respectable social  sentisis
claim that the majornty of Southerners
are at heart opposed to racial dscrami
nation and that those who foster segre-

jion and Jducrimination are the po-
litical demagogues, the vicious, the u-
literate, and those who have nothing
else to boast about excepting the color
of their skin. Yet the sad fact » tha
when good intentions are expressed n
nothing but silence, the silence itself be-
comes a force to bolster the segrega-
tional status quo.

-
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Christ has already given first-class
citizenship in His kingdom to all be-
lievers. Theirs is the privilege of fellow-
ship in the church with all ity attendant
responsibilities — privileges of corpo-
rate worship and of Holy Communion,
the use of all the educational facilities
of the church: responsibilities of work-
ing together in the local church, in
congregational activities. and in the
yoint cfforts of the church at large in ats
worldwide evangelization program

It is the God-intended purpose that
through the Gospel ministry both the
privileges and responsibilities of mem-
bership in the kingdom of God should
be conferred on those who believe

To try to resist this natural develop-
ment of the Kingdom bv endeavoring
to withhold from people that which
Christ has already given them s using
force of the worst kind. It w resisting
Christ and the work of His Spint. And
ressung the Spinit of God. who awakens
in believers the desire 1o be together
in the fellowshin &fF the ohiirh ¢
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M0re ‘:‘0\'3! Places yoy in the same class as
YOu call lawbreakers. In fact,
them, for they do not
mselves Christian.”
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BY ED HEYNE

What's happened to Milwaukee?
What's wrong?

Nationwide, it secems, people are
asking whether things are as bad
there as the news media seem to in-
dicate.  As these paragraphs were
being written, [ had a telephone in-
quiry from a writer for a national
magazine who was in Milwaukee to
sec whether racial conditions are as
tense as reports indicate.

What is wrong? The very thing
that is wrong anywhere when one
person will not accept another per-
son as a human being.

When  minority  people finally
awaken to the fact that they are no
loncer mere chattel but have glorious

dates of the Supreme Court to open the
polls to all citizens and to open all
schools to all children

South of the Mason-Dixon line force

of a very potent kind  But seeking such
fellowship is obedience 10 the prompu-
ng of the Spint. whose power is thus
made manifest

R AVTAN

4 prophet’s vision to predict more

hot summers if responsible white
people continue to refuse their black
brethren the exercise of their rights
as firstclass citizens.

Milwaukee's Gemuerlichkeit im-
age, for which our beer-famous city
is known, has been pretty well marred
because persons in the black ghetto
are finally believing what has been
told them about human dignity and
human rights. They are demanding
that which really has been theirs to
begin with.

The black man has the nation's
constitution on his side in his struggle
for freedom of movement, mobility.
first-class citizenship. This is some-
thing that our forefathers didn't have
during the American Revolution! But
many citizens applaud George Wash-
ington and curse the day that a Father
Groppi was born. We use strange
yardsticks to do our measuring.

Many who live here in Milwaukee
are alarmed by what the people of
Denver or London are saying about
our fair city. Franklv. I'm not pri-

)
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And when people 52Y (hut * e
thing would still be fine h. ,: if l‘::;\

Groppi hadn’t started Murching,™
is like saying that everything wou:
still be hnc_wuh the patient if e
doctor hadn’t operated ang found .
tumor.

The cancer of racial prejudice b.
been with us for a long time. Scho
living, and employment Patterns
us this. We can be thankfu] for
Father Groppi who has finally <cr-
tized some of us who, 10 our shar
have not spoken up and out lope »
fore this. )

The marches and demonstrar..
(legal and still going on) did brine
the surface the deep-scated |ygre.
and fears of many white pcople o
against their black brethren., 1
hit home when T went from hou-.
house with students from the
theran Lay Training Institute i
effort 10 secure signatures for
fair-housing ordinance.

Onc white gentleman who
respectable  Lutheran commun .
said to me. "1 would let my uppe
rot before I'd rent it out to o

nioocer ™ But this 1St texs 913t a.s)



pravicses as auzens ol e Umited
States. and when they are not per-
mitted to freely exercise constitu-
tional privileges, something has to

That violence hasn't erupted to a
far greater extent s rather amazing.
It shows how patient (or defeated)
the black man is; but this patience
will stretch only so far before it
snaps. A young man of our congre-
gation, arrested the morming after the
civil disturbance last summer, was
falsely accused of looting a beer
tavern. Standing by his side as he
stood before the judge, I heard three
police officers, under oath, develop
their versions of the looting in order
to have enough evidence to bring him
to trial; this is enough to make one's
blood boil, be he black or white.

Iensions Felt

But what chance did a single black
youth have against the evidence of
three white policemen? It is really a
miracle of love that this young man
does not harbor bitter feclings against
the constituted authorities. In the
meantime he wonders what the out-
come will be; for there is a 10-month
span between his arrest and the trial,

Tensions within the organized
church in Milwaukee are being felt
as never before, Several church
leaders who have had the courage to
speak out against racial injustices
have told me that they never before
had fellow Lutherans become so hate-
ful toward them.

A large half-page advertisement in

the two daily newspapers created
quite a stir. is ad, signed by the
local district presidents of the LCA.

ALC, and Missouri Synod, clearly
spelled out the Christian's responsi-
bility in the areas of fair housing and
related matters involved in the racial
crisis. While many were grateful for
this forthright statement, others were

| incensed.  Accusations of
“mixing church and state”™ were the
most common.

In the past we have heard little or
no opposition when our church
leaders spoke out publicly on issues
such as state lotteries, federal funds
for parochial school busing, or | 1-
ized gambling. But when a is
taken involving human rights of mi-
nority peoples, there is a ood of ob-

jections.

Discuss Fair Housing
A rather historic event took place

in Milwaukee's Concordia College

manly concerned about our image.
I am very concerned about the large

white majority and its attitudes and
actions toward a hlack minasing L.

There were many people who ap-
preciated this forthright stand on thas
Important issue. Since this rally some
of them have become personally in-
volved in trying to become part of
the answer rather than pant of the
problem,

However, there was some rather
vocal opposition to the fact that
“both sides”™ of the issue were not
presented. When we asked what the
other side was. it was difficult to get
a clear expression.

It amazes me that many church-
men can still be saying: “The church
has no right to meddle in these
affairs.” As stated previously, when
the church “meddles™ in such issues
as gambling, lotterics. busing of
school children, and abortion ques-
tions, these same voices are strangely
silent. But when issues involving the
Biblical subject of human justice
come to the fore, some church mem-
bers want the church to keep quict.

These attitudes show how far we
are from the Scriptural concept of
serving the whole man, how afraid
we are of being involved in the prob-
lems of people, how fearful we are of
losing ourselves amid the burdens of
our brethren who, because they are
black, are often made to hate them-
selves. For the impression is some-
how given that God must be white.

Cannot Allow Injustice

It is to say, “The charch’s

The church has other responsibili-
ties too. But the church in Milwau-
kee. if it continues to allow injustice
to prevail by saying and doing so
little, isn't going to have oppressed
people listening to the Gospel we

ach! We don't have many of them
istening to it now!

You don't hold an audience long
on “justification by faith” when the
vitally related subjects of love and
justice are conveniently bypassed be-
cause property-loving  churchmen
won't support such humane legisla-
tion as is involved in fair housing. A
concerned church will show that it is
as concerned about law and JUS-
TICE as it is about law and order.

It is hard to figure out the reason-
ing of many people who say that they
favor fair housing but are opposed

SO a4 m . mt O gtwW s BRSNS S
ferent from the suburban Lt
lady who said to me that <he w

the schoo
L DGO

take her child out of

wttandineg of -

wime

love m thewr hean ., "] wam
peopic protecied aganyt murder. but
I don’t think we showld have law
aganst murder. love shoyld prevens
murder.”

We casily see the fallacy here bw
fail 0 sec 1t in the area of fur hows-
ing. It would be wonderful o
would cause all people to treat one
another with pustice, But untd thy:
day comes. we will need laws which
state that any czen has 2 neht o
live where he has the abdity and de.
sire t0 do w0 regardiess of hy coloe
creed, or class

'nh:

I'ra 2

The problem in the church & not

the extremist nearly as much = the

person” who sayy that he
wants the black man to have all the
rights and privileges but who sul
does not want the black man work.-
ing with him, living next to him. go-
ing 10 school with his children. And
there are some who might even sy
that it would be fine to have mmonty
people in the neighborhood but who
make littke or no ¢ffort 10 make this
a live option.

Ingraned m many white persons
are unconscrous prejudices. Many of
us come from nice. middie-class,
white backgrounds where we ate
“niggertoes,” “smelled a nigger in the
woodpile,” “caught 2 nigger by the
toe.” and sang “my heart was black
with sin.”

It s a long road to travel from
this mnsdious white man’s proud
prattle to the realization that “black
1s beautiful” — ¢ven as red. brown.
yellow, and white are beautiful too!

From a detached “we're interested
in your souls” to an involved “we ¢an
learn from you as persoms”™ 1 a long
road. But it's a trip woeth taking It
can spell the difference between
patronage (for which the church has
been famous when working among
mimnonty groups) and a meaningful
relationship with peopk as persons
and members of Chnist

Unless the church is ailling 1o con-
fess and repent of its sins of omission
and commission, corporate and ind:-
vidual, against its black brethren dur-
ing the past 350 years. 1t will only be.
come more defensive. the hines of
communication will <lose up more
and more

T o) »



gymnasium last fall when one thou-
sand ple attended a “Lutheran
Open Housing Rally.” It was a meet-
ing in which none of the speakers
apologized for saying that a fair hous-
ing law is one way in which whites
could show their black brethren that
Negroes too are to have free mobility.

UNDER THE KLIEG LIGHTS

Since it began as a separate Dis-
trict four years ago the Ohio District
is more and more convinced that it is
moving in the right direction. In-
creasingly, say those who are in-
volved 1n the action, Ohio is becom-
ing a service- and people-oriented
operation.

People-to-people  service is a
long tradition of Ohio Lutherans. It
began with the meeting of immigrant
boats in the Lake Erie ports and
reaching out a helping hand to west-
ward-ho settlers flatboating into the
fertile Ohio Valley. Ethnic churches
continued to answer the service chal-
lenge as heavy waves of immigrants
washed into the lakes region from
the 18505 to the early 1900s,

Congregations with an ethnic
ministry — Hungarian, Finnish, Slo-
vak, German, Norwegian — still to-
day reflect the helping-hand tradition
which has marked Ohio Lutheranism
for a century and a quarter. Today,
as is again accented by a Districtwide
Prcaching-Teaching-Reaching  Mis-
sion scheduled for September, the
District’s ministry is pointed toward

1O 1aws which could DIp makc air
housing a reality. They say this
should not be Jegislated but should
come freely from 2 heart of love
This is like saving "I favor protec-
tion for everybody, but | am opposed
to laws which forbed stealing. People
should keep from stealing because of

State University, near Akron (Pas-
tor W. Amold Ranta and full-time
lay assistant Douglas Schill); 13,000-
student Bowling Green University
(Pastor Paul Tuchart); and 15,000-
student Ohio  University, Athens
(Dr. E. Edward Hackmann).

District pastors minister to stu-
dents on a total of 33 campuses.

The three full-time workers who
head the District’s ministry to the
deaf give the Buckeye State the Jead
in this department, Pastor William
Ludwig, only deaf pastor to graduate
from a Missouri Synod seminary, is
based at Columbus, where he serves
Holy Cross Church and the state
school for the deaf. Pastor Martin
Hewitt ministers to the Cleveland
arca, and Pastor Larry Harris, To-
ledo, the state’s northwestern area.

Each year the District observes
the first Sunday in May as Social
Welfare Sunday, on which all congre-
gations are alerted to their opportuni-
ties to be the “servant church.”

The District engages in a full

bretheen that it doesnt even Anow the

color of 1ts own

LIRS Lndg Tdivses U g remnant
which will <0 denufy with the bur
dens and imjustices of s Bluck

.
! |
AN WG o On

greater gaps between the church and
those 1o ]

healing and hope

ahom it s called 1o dbrne

Cleveland, looking toward Lake £

In northeastern Oh > Misscw
Synod congregations poo! their
sources and efforts throug ! the Cleve
land Lutheran Institution: | Ministn
now in its 55th year, to provide sen
ing and healing ministric: ‘¢ some ¢
institutions — hospitals, yrisons, co
rectional centers, nursing Lomes.

Notable among the Disctrict’s i
ner-city concerns is the Inter-Le
theran Metropolitan Ministry, ags
oombim'n§ the efforts of all the
bodies. It was initiated to equ
Cleveland churches to develop stras
gies to cope with the problems
urbanization.

Other inner-City thrusts are -
Cleveland's Hough area, where ©
District has maintained a Gospel ¢
ter since 1937; in Cincinnati, whe
it supports Concordia Chur
MOULD (Mission of United L
Downtown) project, a multisery

for youth and children ¢
ried on with the help of Prince
Peace Volunteers; in 'Toledo. W
St. Philip School receives aid for
inner-city education program; and
Cleveland, thcrc the Dlslrict‘ ler

.
| — ) o ol
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Meetils b Peopic Wikre Uy are
and in their need.

The most notable among the
District’s  people-to-people  thrusts
may be seen in its campus ministry,
work among the deaf. social welfare
services, and inner-city ministries,

District campus ministries are at
30.000-student  Ohio  State  Uni-

rsity.  Columbus  (Pastor  Philip
N SO on o e
24

gamut of welfare ministries on the
state Jevel through the Lutheran Wel-
fare Council of Ohio, an inter-Lu-
theran agency based at Columbus,
which coordinates the common efforts
of the Lutheran Church in America’s
Ohio Synod, the American Lutheran
Church's Ohio District, and the Mis-
souri Synod’s Ohio District.

The work of the council covers
20 Lutheran welfare agencies and

provides for institutional chaplaincy

services in 7 of the largest cities,
1134

s K O GUWEIY IR &IVIR 1V
:ﬁggl of 135 children, onlx 18
whom are from the congregation

K

The old Central District, !-.n
the Missouri Synod’s four oriz”
from which the Ohio and Ind
Districts were carved in 196<.
cluded Indiana, Ohio, West

ginia, and practically all of Kent
District responsibility still exter.
West Virginia and the castern
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Ministry.

Pres. Poul Single

of Kentucky. Lutheran penetration
ito the two states south of the Ohio,
however, has proved to be uphill
woek,

Besides three  congregations
dong the Ohio River the only push
underntaken into Kentucky is a town-
gown ministry at Morehead State
Teschers College. In West Virginia,
where small congregations are located
2 Parkersburg, Huntington, and
Scu‘.bl(‘harlcston. the latest develop-
umn\:."s ag\:}:@n a town-gown effort —

est Virgini .
g ginia Wesleyan, Buck
boardln “rving youth the District
2 the clNCPUragcs maximum activity
specis :"-illhim_d circuit level, with
and simil?;p :‘!Sls on youth retreats
Ring. st -galhcrlngs. In the plan-

istrice S.L 1$ the development of a
on 3 6< reat and conference center
outa; - TICre site acquired near Belle-

‘ "t: in the west-central part of
@ this o “pid growth is expected

Overnme ¢d,  where the Federal
th \‘chinl 5 developing a mam-
: ¢ and equipment-testing

: he r;‘ins of the 160-congre-
full-time ot member District 1s a
"o (3 t;‘ W‘.‘f.'.h'“: executive di-
wlion ocrepe Toelke, parish edu-

easyre P ‘Y Ewald Kane, and
tervey Willu’):?k Maag. Mr, Maag
e > . 3

:;\ Ssistane feMmunecration. Part-
e Wi ¢

secrer > Biven by church
“()mh:l;n_'y George Schmidt
o he 1y oM Secretaries.

Top left — Architect Robert Ahrens and District pub-
lic relotions director William B. Reinhordr discuss
plans of new Lutheron Student Center to be erected
adjacent to the Bowling Green campus.

Top right — Chaplaoin Edw. Peters communes con-
gregotion of 100 percent disabled, of county home.
Right — At Easter the women's avxiliory prepared
more than 8,000 gift packages for patients in hos-
pitals served by Clevelond's Lutheran Institutional

SN S
Lutheran Institutionol  Ministry
Chaplain Karl Schroeder boptiz-
ing a “premie"” o! Cleveland
Metropoliten Hospital

District office personnel (1. 1o r.): Mrs. Wilma

Spelthousen, Mrs. Ruth Fibich, Mrs. Llydio
Toelke, and Mrs. Ruth Koenig

District Boord of Directors

Seaved (1 M 210 Du. Ote W. Teelhe, exscetive dirscter. Rev.
Rev. Bdgor Leathe, Bt vicwprosident, Rov Walter Pasihe. secretory

Lesnard Soohs.

Twold Kane, diractor of educotion
Stending: Tev. Horold Meivier, sociel wellere chairmen; Marta Limann. 1he

Wed  vice previdens.

» ——
Boctss: Dot lostesne Albort Mosoller % : lacic tevas Su g lirmann. shewerdihip he Or  John
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' g Uthwest of Cleveland.
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porish edicotion

cowniel; Rev. Edwin Abendreth mitsien choumon Bimer Beaseld.

Abieat: Rav. Pout G
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On War?

On Its Causes?
" Diplomacy?

o,

Politics and religion are conversa-
tion subjects churchgoing neighbors
traditionally avoid.

Biua voung-adult churchmen are
something else. They welcome the
wntow hable subjects.

The Lifted Sword, a study of war
and its causes by Paul T. Heyne, is
the newest Young Adult Bible Study
Ciuide, published by Concordia Pub-
lishing House. We sample it for you
here so the raste may stimulate your
appetite. Are you willing ro hear the
author ows?

No one who is sane likes war.
Christians and non-Christians  are
overwhelmingly united in their desire
to bring an ¢nd to the most dramatic
and termble manifestation of social
contlict, war between nations. . . .

Why do wars occur? Nations have
interests which they continually try
to secure without resort to the costly
and dangerous expedient of war.
They employ all the “weapons™ —
the word s carcfully chosen — of
diplomacy. And war is the ultimate
weapen of diplomacy. The outbreak
of a war is a sign that nations have
failed to resolve or accommodate
conflicting interests through less than
ultimate technigques.

Fhere are, then, two ways to elim-
inate war One is to climinate the
cantlicts of national interest from

special  knowledge or  peculiar
competence in the use of these tech-
niques.

Conflicts of interest can be climi-
nated. . . . The sentence trails off.
How indeed? . . . Individuals can
sometimes be persuaded on moral
grounds to sacrifice personal inter-
ests for the welfare of others. But
nations, like other social communi-
lics, cannot be appealed to in this
fashion. Social units are not persons
or even a simple sum of persons.
This is why the rules of morality do
not bind them in any ordinary sense.
Or what do you think?

That's the inrroduction of author
Paul T. Heyne, assistant professor of
economics a Southern Methodist
University. He admits in the begin-
ning thar “"Christianiry really has few
solutions for the problems we shall
consider.”

He quotes, probes, and provokes.
Ready to respond?

War is stupid because nations
never gain from war anything equal
in value to what they lose by fight-
ing. Would you agree with this state-
ment? Why?

That's a discussion starter. The
author, again:

losses due to the strike usually oo
weigh the gains finally achieved *
the victor. And the loser. of cour
loses twice. So nobody gains.,

Why, then, do strikes occur? B
cause by being willing and able ¢
strike effectively the union compe
serious attention to its demands, It
the power of social collectivities the
enables them to achieve the
ends. . ..

It is the task of diplomacy to &«
cover and work out cflective com
promises. War is in a scnsc the fo
ure of diplomacy.

Of Noationalism:

We must avoid the irrelevar
that comes from trying to reccs
struct society by means of the Go
pel. When we discuss the conflicts
the world, order must be the goves
ing concept. If this seems to be
limited goal, it has the advantage
being an attainable goal. . . .

While we have all been mo
aware that nationalism leads to ¢
flict and war, we do not always

nize that nationalism also redu-
conflict and promotes peace.

A sense of national unity, de
tion to the nation and its interc
and the belief that what is good
the nation is more in!ponant '.“‘
what is good for particular gro
within the nation all make post




which they spring. The other s to
perfect the less than ultimate tech-

nigues for the rewlation of interna-
tonal conflict o that war s ren-
dered foolish anc unnccessary. These
are the alternatives What can the
Christian contribute as & Christian?

— - » M the racalutinn

o the Mount. We

--LAA--

I“'

are all far too

But a nation that steadfastly re-
fused to fight would have no nego-
tiating strength. In the bargaining
among nations that composes the
bulk of diplomacy. it is the willing-
ness and capacity of each nation to
use force that compels compromise

cod assimndatinn sn tha aaer 8

e .

“Out of the depths have | ¢ried unto

R_oas®

—

contributions 10 order and tac

life.
Matt. :
sage of pacifists. Read it and

discuss what we often call ‘}hc
of self-defense.” Does Christ
to climinate the

-a-

NN,/ o

5-18-48 is the favorite

]
“L;' 1o defend ourselves with words
ell as actions. How do you re-

spon
‘r: : when you find out that some-
as m.sdc {
YOU? Wiy a4 nasty remark about
There
here's t‘: Mmore.  For  example,
Meen A" { ¢ditorial camparison be-
dr, "([Il 5
’ﬂlrmruf and maost  famous

one of the psatms:

. Ce sand that religion
[ hk ODlamy of n . - £

Thee, O Lord.”™ Is not the psalmist
also suggesting that “religion is the
sigh of the oppressed creature™?
Marx perhaps meant that people,
because they experienced so much
suffering duc to economic inequitics,
turned to “religion” as a release
from or triumph over their suffering.
Being unable to satisfy their desires
for happiness and contentment in the
ordering of their material necessitics,
they turned 10 God for relief. Thus

Editor of the Young Adult Bible
Study Guide is Rev. Duane Mehl
Programmed in 1965, before the es-
calation in Vietnam, the material is
extremely timely now

It's more specialized — and less
open-ended — than  other voung-
adult guides in the series. It's more
provocative because of the war issue
It presents a poimt of view thar
could be disagreed with and chal-
lenged.

The study guide for voune adile

-~

“right of e



N Passaoe (o - FsUplc. Tiere
Latioy ,?::"'8\ from which that quo-

'R‘," . N 'chn

e e .

« 'ruin:,‘m distress 15 the
e of real distress and the

Moapai . .
Ny ,“tli“"“r\l real distress. Religion
the b "t “" ! the oppressed creature,
opi 4 heartless world, . . . It
e fm of the D
0 pPeople.

Mpr.. -
“ay u\.p‘"\ the words of Psalm 130

God became for them a Kind of
drug. quicting their otherwise dis-
tressed minds and souls. . ..

We do not know what “depths™
the psalmist might have been refer-
ring to. They certainly sound I_nkc
the depths of emotional depression
or despondency. though we do not
know of the source of that despond-
ency

nmw

appears quarterly. but the content
will no longer be tied 10 a specific
time of vear. The guide from which
these excerpts were taken is tvpical
in size (842 5V:) and length (8%
pages) of others in the series The
WIINESS presents this material 10
call artention 1o available Study
material and to relate directly 10 an-
other observance of Memorial Day

»



OU MUST HAVE NOTICED
how often the Bible expres-
ses truth in paradoxes —
statements which seem con-

tradictory but arc true nevertheless:
in dying you live; in giving you re-
ceive; in weakness you are strong; in
poverty you are rich: you losc your
life 1o find it.

Christ Himself is the great Para-
dox, for in Him the ecternal enters
time. A God-man is a paradox to
top all paradoxes.

Christ’s ascension, celebrated by
the church again this month (May
23), is an event literally filled with
paradox. To bid farewell to a be-
loved person you will not see again
for a long time and to be happy in
doing it doesn't seem to make sense.
Yet that's what happened: “While
He blessed them, He was parted from
them and carried up into heaven.”
And yet: “They worshiped Him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”

That joy will be multiplied in us
as we remember some of the other
happy paradoxes of Jesus® ascension.

Jesus disappeared so that the
disciples and all men might see Him
more clearly.

The disciples had often thought
that seeing is believing. They came
1o count on Christ’s physical presence
to prop up their oft-sagging faith.

Now Jesus removes His visible
presence SO that they might believe
in Him more fully and more really.
He desired that their faith be what

ance of things hoped for, the con-
viction of things not seen.”

Jesus was parted from them so
that He might draw closer to them.

Christianity at first seemed to be
a small local affair —a movement
among little people in a little country
in a little corner of the world. The
action seemed to have no part in the
mainstream of history.

But God planned for Jesus to be
right in the very center of history.
Jesus was for the world. And the as-
cension gave Jesus to the world. All
people become His people. He leaves
His Galilean homeland, and the world
becomes His home. He now comes
by His Spirit to draw near to every
belicver. He departed so that He
might never be parted from any dis-
ciple again.

He is now @ Guest in our homes.
As surely as He ate with the disciples
at the Emmaus inn, so surely does He
cat and fellowship with us when we
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus, be our
Guest.”

Our family, though separated at
times, is still joined in Him. He goes
with father to work, with the children
to school, with mother to the base-
ment to wash. He travels with sons
and daughters to college, with sons
fighting in Vietnam, with loved ones
to the hospital.

His last words are not His last
words.

His words of blessing fade into
silence as He departs. Yet He keeps
on speaking for His own with His
Father and speaking o them through
His Word. They continue the dia-
logue in prayer.

When He raises His hands in
blessing upon those who watch, His
action is that of a priest. As the great
High Priest He now enters heaven to
intercede for them with His Father
and theirs.

That Father hears and answers,

for He who pleads is the serving Son

BY ARTHUR M. VINCE N+

Here on the Mount of Olives, nes
the scene of His intense soul strugge
in the garden and seeming defeat o
Calvary, He now shows Himself »
Victor as the Father welcomes Hin
home. The suffering Servant is ek
vated to the throne of the univers

He leaves Jerusalem and th
temple to be Himself the center of th
world’s worship and to make FK:
disciples temple lights in the work

The ascension and session o
Jesus marked a reversal in the wa
traffic was to flow for worship and
witness. In the Old Testament Goc
had eclected Israecl as His witnes
among the nations. The prophes
called the nations to come to Jeruss
lem and to the temple 0 find G
and His Word. Light shone from th
Jerusalem temple, where the natios
were invited to come for light.

The disciples, too, returned ©
the temple to worship in high jor
But they didn’t stay there long. ©
10 days, true to Christ’s promise, ™
Holy Spirit came. Then they got oo
of the temple into the streets, first ©
Jerusalem, then on and out to tx
streets of the cities of the worls
“Christ is the center of worship,™ the
said. Worship now centered not o
place but in a Person, the Christ »
left one place to share in God's -
over all places.

Indeed He makes His discir
living temples, walking and talk
churches. They go everywhere por
ing to Him as the Center and
Hcad of 3“ things- L . )

The church building is su
part of the scene, but the P¢0P_’\‘¥_ |
the real church, and the spotlight
on them. The church bul!dmg s
to be a fortress but a filling sttt
not a reservoir but a channel. oo
retirement home for tired belis
but a boot camp 10 equip peoOp~
battle.

From Christ, the new Man
new people in a new age, on 1o o
heaven and a new carth, the pJ
of mission was to be one of pro
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HOW DO YOU
FACE LIFE
AS A WIDOW?

-‘. 1/ ~l -
When You're
a Widow

By Clorisso Stoet
St Louis Post-Dispotch columnist

when Clarissa Start awoke o find
her husband dying, she suddenly felt
he widow's dilemma: how do you go
e living? When You're a Widow is
ser intensely personal account of how
se became a widow overnight ond
managed to cope with the procticol,
enotional, and spiritval problems of
vidowhood. As a prominent journal-
i the author identifies the widow's
deepest needs for understanding and
down-to-earth advice on how to re
build her life, Here

is a tasteful gift ex- oo

pressing resurrection When
hope. You're
18 chopters, $3.75 a Widoe
-
Give this Ve
h"’“' '“m l'lf"?.'l.'
—
Plecie wend me [P— T

15wW2084 WHEN YOU'RT A WIDOW,
$3.75.
) enclose $

(On CASH ORDERS plecie odd 10¢ M
each deller of youwr erder. Foll haading
costs ore odded to CHARGE ORDERS )
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MISSION MATTERS

whose work the Father approved.

sive expansion,

THE LUTHERAN

SPRING GRADUATES Twenty-nine young men ond women pose with
their instructors following groduation from the l.yeor Bible course of
Concordia Seminory of Nogercoil, Indio. Seminary President Herbert M.
Zorn, center in second row, said the groduotes have been equipped to
teoch religion in schools, to serve small congregations where o pastor
is net avoiloble, to operate Christion reoding rooms omong the Muslims,
and to work in hospitals. Some may return loter for on odditioncl 3 yeors
of seminary training, President Zorn noted.

About 500,000 of the 2.5 million peo-
ple in New Guinea are Lutheran, ac-
cording to a report by Dr. Martin L.
Kretzmann, Missouri Synod mission-
research executive. Most of the con-
gregations in which the Lutherans
hold membership are served by lay
elders and evangelists.

Two thousand subscriptions for New
Life, a monthly magazine published by
the Korea Lutheran Mission, have
been ordered by the Republic of Korea
(ROK) chaplain’s office for distribution
to ROK military personnel, some of
them in Vietnam. The magazine IS
published by the mission as a fol-
low-up with contacts made through
Christian correspondence cCourses

DR. MARTIN L. KOEHNEKE,
Ebenezer director, visiting the

area in Seoul,
Koreo, neor the site of Saint
Luke's Lutheren Church, pur-

The seminaries in Taiwan operated by
the Missoun Synod with 1,500 bap-
tized members and the Taiwan Lu-
theran Church with 3500 baptzed
members are both closed because of
a lack of students Leaders of boin
groups are discussing the possibility
of amalgamating the faciites or
moving the seminaries 1o Hong Kong

A recent issue of the South China
Post-Herald, an Enghsh-language
newspaper published in Hong Kong
included a six-column feature story
on the opening of the Hong Kong
International School. sponsored by
the Missour Synod. The s¢hool has an
enroliment of 650 n grades 1 1o 12
taught by 35 teachers



Addreon

City Sldo__-ﬂ'__

FUBLIE IR Haue
NS B Te ATRAR N e
BANT LM VRS Are

rTERS
v V Yo’

L

Ihe two atucles in the March Lutwesas Wir.
SIss ATE Ieresting and thought provoking, espe
Lally ihe oo favoring woman wffrage

sorpiuge has oo oopholes. nor does it amply
s e hete that by reason of moders standards of
wonstty Of Ondhization the ordmances of God may
e modermsed 1o sait our Dleng Search ihe
Sonptutes and find (he word “woman” more than
5 tmes and Uwife” mote than Y8 tmes « all In
Lmpie, usamBigeous language Nouhete S0 we
and an nkbmg that would permt w10 bevow
A0 AUIROLIly OB wOMAn of wife oner man of hus
Sand

Rosebud, Tex E. F. Sz
Ioe artscle By Rev. Edmer Luessenhop mier-

eied me. When the quesson arose as 10 what
Sorptuse says abowt the maticr, be fell » the
wme wap wio which the swnodical convenlions
over 1Be past 29 years have beeen falling In de-
feme Of HO! permting woesen 10 voie (W0 Pav-
wees Bave bees waed, L Tum 20105 and
1o 14 %% Afrer careful study of these pas
wages. and in addtioa 1| Cor 11:2-16, | have come
w the comcluson that Paul »n not Bere speaking
of women in penctal. Bt he b speaking specif
cally of “wives ™

The word tramlated a3 “womea” 8
f Tum 2 1008 1 Cor 11 216 and 1 Cor. 14008
v a2 foem of the word gyme, which cas mean (1)
any adait fomale, (2) wife. or (3) bede. The o
termal comsent of cach pavage plus s use clse-
where in the Epasties 10 Timothy and Corinthiam
cally for gyme 10 Be tramslated “wife”

In hus letter 10 the church at Conmth Paul uses
forms of pyme 49 umes. ANl of the uses owtwde
B¢ passages D guestion are coerectly rendered
‘wile” of “wives ™ But wsrangely csough, in
1Cor 11 216 and 1 Cer 14:34-33 all mayere Fo-
Cish tranalatons choose “woman™ or “women.”

The reasom for Paul's restmctions on “wives™
ved up with custoems w8 that Jay which reflecsed 2
wift's submewson to Bet hushand Having the
head uncovered, teachang of enerusg awthority
over e husband, and In some Cases even speak.
=g @ fromt of the husband were looked upos 18
home davy an Whowing derespect 80 the haabaad
and sy Bouwning the Sivine praciple that wives are
subject 10 Thewr husbands

Warwch, NV Jasers ZWERsamans

What kind of drivel and hypothetical casen to
WDpOrt somethung costrary 10 Tipture <as you
dream 9p 3 b caprewsed @ A antkle s O Lu-
Termas Wrrneas that came 10day and Own west
& the wastebanket

Here some wnser says 1hal & woman cosld be 2
sreacher 18 & congregaboa composed of oaly
women and (Nildren Where does sich a congre-
gaton eum® Asd even if wxh would be a rare
cave. where would the womanpreacher (ome
from® And would e children be oaly girls®

Whs 0 sow s up somcithing Like that » an
entaavor 10 pove an cxample of whare you might
w50 sy NAL & woman Can be & preacher when
e Rl savs no to sommething hke that® And
ahere would the chldren come from™ What kind
of & congregation would that be™ It s ndculous’

Ramsas Cay. Kam Wamtaam Matms

My Duneman reflecied the enlightened sparit
hat sBould he present o wday’s thaking, while
Pasvior Luowenhop wemed oaly 0o happy 10 deler
gate the entire matier 1010 the lap of the Commin
oo on Theology and Church Relations,

Napa Calf Mas E T Lossny

When God created man. He gave 10 man ao-

hoemy  oser All hiving  Creatures. Asthority n
e ax £t given area oo resnmainility

chased with EbDeneier funcs.
Sixty-four aduits ond nine in.
fonts, stropped in blonkets on
the bocks of their mothers,
showed up for the first service
recently. Church leoders hod
e 25. St luke's
will be the fourth Lutheron

congregotion in Koreo.

the 408 addrewes In my <hurch abows 3% fall
w s calepory )

}e Paul's day these somen were supported by
e church Today this group Belps support the
CAurch, all oo often 80t knowing exactly what ot
1 supporting, s the pepeline of communication b
ofien cut of )

Every day thewe women participate in financial
Secisions at work amd at bome But ia their own
hurch e capenence o arbitranily cast aside.

Evamvilie, 1nd EvLoise Zungrant

There war 3 ume when | would have agreed
wholeheariedly with Jo Dunsan that women afe
“second clan” citizens of our church «— but such
w80 losger my viespont. Why? Besides poiag
throved the shole range of cBurch activities when
my wo was sl 1 came 10 realize something
about el

It wasnt easy for me 10 realize that the wemoll
o my soul was that my wifiah cgo felt discrimi-
saled apamst. It was my OWR €30, my Own Sted.
»orn pride that | am s pood a3 any man when it
comes 10 leadenship, that blinded me to the fact
that the real quarrel 1 was trying to promote with
God was that | wasted 10 Be first — ahead of
oen | Sida't even really want eguality —1
wanted sovercignty,

Denrver Ross Harar

These obnervations are submitied in resposse 10
your solicitation of views regardiag woman el
frage: (1) denmial is a form of bigotry, (2) inas-
much a8 time, talests, and financial wepport afe
accepend, equal opportunity bould be extended:
(3) Scriptural support for demdal is merely some-
one's interpectation and not necessarily absolute;
(4) how do wvxh learmed people a3 those repre-
sesting the Commission ca Theology aad Church
Relavons jussidy waxch 3 loag delay in arriving M

undentandable coachumions of the
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I feel woman » the glory of man, ana
the ghory of God. | also feel a woman

ber talents leading and tcaching children ot
men.

Hamburg, Wis.

man
-
Bw
Evponr "AN w1

While it is true that Scripture does Aup e
Chent-informed subordination of woman 1o ...:
within the marriape relationship (Eph. $.23.24
this relatiomship of the sexes within Marriage o
not 3 wxiological statement about the sigruy o
women in peneral, ie, in the church.

Jesus' treatment of women should be Our cxam.
ple —mol the often deplorable attiude towars
womea in rabbimical Judaism (often pay,
modd);x dealt with woman alwayy a4 ,
human 2 sister, “as she was iBal,
meant 10 be in God's creation,* -

Thete is mo evangelical basis for anyih;
full female suffrage in the LCMS, e.\u:a--‘:

|
respect 10 the ¥ administrat f
o e Kers. public ation of the Ofc.
Phoenix, Arix, Wiieiasm 7. Kissew
1 enjoyed

would have better husbands and wives, faches
and mothers, If more sermons were Jedicated
preserving this Adam-and-Eve order. As a2 wis
four sons | feel a peed for ghus w

0 our Sunday sermons,

Mas, Rostny Cruwy

The entire balance of God's creatitl — men o
the head, women subject 10 mem — - cs owt o
kilter in this 1963 world. Strange, isn @ 1L, that O
female of the wpecies seems driven 10 Prove feser

y "

Actually, Jo Duisman's arguments ar¢ valid res
sons for denying women equal righis s o
church. Women in general are overambitious R

the Fall of man, It was the woman wi
took the initiative, reaching for equality wo
God. All through the Old Testament God
ferred special honors on the male and entruss

him with the authority over his houschold and o

i

he services required in the temple.

Let's face It God has His own special reasos
lumw‘&mummoe
for cur owa good, come on, girls! Let's po
i» the reiss curb our appetites and

it
£
:
i

accompany Paul »»
Astioch. | believe the time has oo

Barnabas to
for men and women 10 work together accoras
lo&cq(d!n.dlculh’ﬂmﬂct Teszamer

Mauscuasire K. Rower
Hustington Park, Calif.

The Bible from cOver tO COvVEr is CORNIsIens
Mhmgwmmm PR
WHM Mich. Ler A Kess o
1 believe the weakness of Rev. Luesseahor »
gument lics in his conviction that givimg
women would mean giving them as ”

men. Mere | point to Mrs. Dusssman »

y lies im the growp. W

Taouid n:‘"% group, all working towe
wol()od'sth.domon carth

= e s Wassemw Cu ™



Womer CGrod created woman, to prose that He in-
remded her 1o be he equal of man, He gave %0
woman anoiher atea of respoaubilty —to be a
rue Beiper who would look 10 her huwhand's bewt

alerests. 10 paarastee the Septimacy of hs heirs,
o wphadd s aahory

West Allis, Win

My Conman Guaxs

God's Creative Order™ speaks of the relation-
WP Detwcen mAR 1nd womas & the houmhold,
wut mas onguire about the powtion of the al-

souwbold whah commttutes »  sizable

female

-
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the church membership today” (Of

Fmhonity over men "

I should never wamt my shepherd 10 be &
womas nay, never

Bele Pame. Mian. Mas. Fisaas Hoovea

The Lotheran Church Soes a pood job of pro
motmg basit Gonpel principles,. it seems. But wome
Beng dutwrd me very mach It seems that the
church canmot really ademit (i words and ac.
DOBAY Dl womsen  afe

felow-adult,
wmmlhh‘lhn:mm
muscien,

Tifwe, Ga Mas. Vinoive, Winsraos

i

Elwood, I8 Selamrn TV BRSTWS W

Mrs, Duisman’s article is an appeal base

u-n reason in accordance with her cons ™
whixh compictely eliminate S<ripture by ©

.u-l, stating that Paul’s teachings are contrs

Snrl-:hco Ho W, Sows

At our last ansual voters' meeting OUT 7
gatom, with bul one dissenting vote, adoeie
resolution :

WV&M“WW\MN\*“

THE LUTHERAN W ™



authorities of The Lutheran Church — Missosr
syrmoxd  that  serious consderalxon Be given 10
worman suffrage at subsequent synodical mectng.
and be st further

Resolved. That the oditors of the Lumwraaw
WrTNEss be complumented on the fawrness of theis
presentation of the question and be escouraged o
continue sceking <ongregational reactoss o the
e

Brockpor:, N Y. W Moswo

By presenting a pasor, and 3 District seeudem
31 that, against 3 woman who Joes 8Ot have the
ume theological traning Of PONLION, you slam
the Issue for most readers, | Believe, toward e
poustion of Rev. Luessnhop. wBo suppores the
grevenit synodical policy.

Boyceville, Wi Pat B Bacow

How can you permit anyose 10 say that S¢. Paul
reversed himaelf, implying that the Moly Ghost,
who inspired St. Paul, s a bar?

tTam. 2:11-14,
Cornclius, Oreg. Maaxsy Nmasas

Caristians: “He s risen; He is not bere. Go and
wil the others. ™

After they did this, the men came running.
Peler in the lead. But it was pven 20 women 10
carry the first news of Christ's ressrrection.

Chebanse, I, Hum Ksuvswise

Mrs., Duisman reflects the philosopbacal sprit of
oot times. To reject 1the speaking of God's Sperie
asach a fashion is dasgerous.

Anoka, Minn, Camt Puiimass

1 don’t believe that women should be paston,
pot do 1 foel that the church will go to rack and
sun if WOmMen Can't vote at a voteny’ meeting. The
S oleviintasy o tha muas. Thise i mae e

Lary 1o man’s. is more
- work for both withow
we race for the same positioas.

(But] f men doa’t Lake suficicnt islerest
per church’s business affain, women will have
g the job. like it or not. By procrastisation mes
as pve up their Godgiven place In the cherch
mech In the same way as Esau susreadered s
prthright and with a lot lew cause.

Manito, I, Mas. Nomsas Tooasr

In MmOt homes it i the mother who leads the
udren an prayer and famady devecions. Even
ot . who was a coavert from
fath after she married my father,
who tavght me most of all | kesew
sxtrine until 1 went 10 confrmanon

Also there are women ke mysel!
snds rarely attend voten' mectingn
ges on 10 them, We would like o
Serch s Joing with our moscy.
Be widows - about ome founh
sarch members are widows Why
Ay what we are doung™

Fi Monte, Calif. Mas. S A CumisTiansos

[ don't want 10 add 230 words 1o a futile arge
meet about woman suffrage, but | would ke to
commment on the synodical resolution o which i
b referense.

This resolution s double-talk, theological gob-
sedypook, and a masterpsece of hedpag. Without
detmition (no one seoms willing 1o stk his seck
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Denver C R Xuy

WARNING FLAGS

1 read with great anterest your artshe @
March Wirrsess, “Warning Flags ce the Bex
It s 17 years since | left the secure four walha
my Chnstian home and parents 1o caler e
Wt world of higher educauon. Inter-Vanaty
tan Fellowship (IVCOCF) was a welcome “oasn
# & non-Chrnuan atmospbere.

INCF presented to me the real joy of being 2
dodicated Chrisuan and was a real source of en
COufagement o me when 1O be a8 active Cheiatian
At O be in the musofily gfoud.

4 1

A

¢

-

i
!lci
i
i)

|
1}

|
t
by
!

i
gw
}
lF‘::l!
HIK

Botg sware D Ta B mslm  sdeem e
sthamel o Be Mowrwr @l s FRate Sea
Foond f Lo =al e v ™ o

Draagtas. M. s O Lowarson

BOGIE L fe T cae e mEIrmed ¢ 4 e
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St p sl B Fovon. SORSag Mo Sesog
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Concm, Caut Man Lommasa MO% Lsew

Some of Te ew v WNed” maceras 3 v
UM GAded Tet. U 0 T MY & e wmpe
M SORUC™u ABINT O T JueNcE  TMow o
I % 32 eflecsvg DT M Semne of De Do
o Q™ For vt 2ef womgie wrme o 8 o
R SEREME DT e e amerwonn wader e
CAR lomEroms men v GOy Jam e e
for o men

I senomals “es Jomas @a D¢ sew won [
foend for evwmer s Srougy Cameus Croade
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AOTO D SO g v B WY MAtSe oy
e vear™s Jec e N U WAl Semterdit. ey
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Havizg Sewr porvmals Newse? 5 acenlag
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Holy Sowrat aowme. H: J0es B St 3 mase
Latberam seemusg's S0 Soeever By e S
Cal work iy @ i O iBe pemory adwi
cass The Seoe of Gl wills % work 2l 'Be
B a0 Deowgh e dady waew of OW s
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[ for one wad at e ainle mgh have Seen
SmOfe agptooatne wuh fewer “warmag fags "
malke the »hols movement waapect
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better than start
on a shoestring?

We do.

We offer Lutheran men a good
income right from the start.

But there's more than just the money. There's
the satisfaction of helping your fellow Luther-
ans protect their families with insurance. A
lot of Lutheran parents will sleep better,
thanks 1o you, (You'll probably sleep better
yourself.,
As a Lutheran Brotherhood representative,
you set your own hours, Your own pace. Your
own income. You have all the advantages of

ownin
behin
among the top 5% of all life
insurance firms in the United
States, in total insurance in
force. )

For more information on a
career as a Lutheran Brother-
hood representative, write to
A. Herbert Nelson, President.
Do it today. For the sake of
your successful future.

your own business. Yet, standing
you is an organization that’s already

oy
1

$3 billion strong!

Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance

-~




...the fraternal sociely that cares about Lutherans

Lutheran Brotherhood, Minneapolis, Minn. 55402 + A. Herbert Nelson. President



