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NEWS/SCAN

Movement Reflecting secular
press appraisal of Missouri's
“heart of Manhattan” con-
vention, Time magazine saw
the Synod as “edging into the
ecumenical century.” News-
week’s view, which had the
delegates finding themselves
“moving with the times,” took
a similar tack.

New Day Passage of the res-
olution on altar and pulpit
fellowship with The Ameri-
can Lutheran Church was
greeted by ALC's Dr. Fred-
rik Schiotz with a presidential
simile: “like the light in the
east announcing the dawn of
a new day.”

The resounding vote of ap-
proval, Pres. Schiotz com-
mented, “promises fulfillment
in 1969 of that for which
thousands in our respective
churches have hungered over
a long period of time.”

New Stance New for a Mis-
souri Synod convention (and
certainly for a Hilton ball-
room) was the Sunday after-
noon penitential kneel-in to
confess Ebenezer Year ne-
glects and plead for revival of
faith and love.

“While delegates kneel” was
inserted in the floor commit-
tee’s prayer resolution for
Ebenezer grace by amend-
ment from the floor after a
series of spontaneous testi-
monials by delegates on the
deepening of their spiritual
life through Ebenezer.

New Names 1he board of
social welfare was rebaptized
by the convention as the board
of social ministry, while the
name of the commission on

worship, liturgics, and hym-
nology was cut down to the
first comma.

New Hats Delegates took
part in the induction of three
new executive secretaries:
William H. Kohn of the board
for missions; Martin J, Neeb,
Jr., of the television board;
E. Theo. Delaney of the
commission on worship.

They voted a full-time staff
secretary for the commission
on social action and learned
that, after a 2-year search to
fill the post, Floridan Mar-
shall Nelson had been named
secretary of the commission
for services to the mentally
retarded.

New hats placed by the
council of District presidents
are Edwin C. Weber (Michi-
gan) as chairman, replacing
Southeastern's Dr. Kohn, and
John D. Fritz (North Da-
kota) as secretary, succeed-
ing Southern Illinois’ Alfred
Buls, who accepted a call to a
Missouri District parish.

Delegates did a bit of hat
replacing of their own by
electing 8 of the 22 nominated
for various boards and com-
missions from the floor. New
on the board of directors are
three laymen, all from the
Midwest: Rupert Dunklau,
Fremont, Nebr.; Milton Isern,
Ellinwood, Kans.; John A.
Mueller, St. Louis.

In all, 105 elective offices
were filled in 23 boards and
commissions, but electronic
tallying made it the first com-
plaintless convention on vot-
ing procedure for delegates
and elections committee alike.

New Affirmations Parish ed-

General Secretary C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., (right) headed the
Synod contingent of 14 who were instailed by Dr.
bers of the Lutheran Council in the U. §. A.

ucation and services commit-
tee’s lead resolution (7-01) on
parish renewal through Chris-
tian education is already be-
ing termed a classic worthy
of a place beside Detroit con-
vention Resolution 1-01, bet-
ter known as the mission af-
firmations.

In 7-01’s sevenfold “We af-
firm,” punctuated by a “call
to action,” congregations can’t
easily miss the same kind of
double-dare to self-examina-
tion hurled by 1-01.

Congregations that will take
the dare by giving prime time
to the two sets of affirmations
should have little time for
frustration vexation. They’ll
be wondering rather where
the status quo went.

New Tools Reformation-an-
niversary touches at the con-
vention included two “his-
toric” Catechism events: (1)
Dedication and presentation
of the new Concordia Cate-
chism Series and (2) approval
of 13 ftranslation revisions
which assures the first com-
mon “all-American” version
of Luther's “Bible in a nut-
shell” (enchiridion or Six
Chief Parts).

New Pace Volume of busi-
ness during the Synod’s first

Missoeri
Harms os staf mem-

biennial and 7-day convention
was little diminished from
the 10-day triennials. Reso-
lutions on which action was
taken, by this column’s un-
official count, totaled 325 (as
against 393 in 1965).

Size of “Today’s Busjness.”
the accumulation of copve--
tion working papers in =
looseleaf binder, called forth
warnings from the chajrmar
to “gallery birds” not to place
their copies on overhanging
balcony railings lest an acci-
dental push have “serious
consequences” for delegates
seated below.

One consequence of the
business glut: no less thap 25
resolutions, many of major
import, were tagged “study
and report at the 1969 con-
vention.”

“Today’s Business,” it
seems, will have a chronic
obesity problem — at least for
Denver.

New Breeze When Southern
Nebraska’s leading Ebenezer
Thankoffering  performance
prompted a Cornhusker dele-
gate to challenge delegates of
other Districts to “try to catch
us,” chairman Harms hoped
Nebraskans would feel lots of
breeze ‘“because it means
someone is passing you up.”
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IN PERSPECTIVE

Working Units

Christian life and action cannof really
be gauged by convention resolutions

“LET US REMEMBER that the working unit is not the
convention,” Dr. Oliver Harms stated in his presndenual
address to the convention, “but the congregation and the
people in it.”

What does that mean?

It does not mean that conventions have no purposc.
They do. Conventions make orderly working together in
synodical organization possible for churches and furnish
opportunities to formulate policy, share inspiration, and
adopt platforms. As such they are wholesome.

But Christian life and action cannot really be gauged
by convention resolutions. Such evidence can be found
far more concretely in what happens in the home, at the
job, and in everyday relationships.

When Dr. Harms called the congregation and the
people in it the “working unit,” he was no doubt refer-
ring to the relationship between the large, representative
group of people assembled in convention and what fol-
lows their deliberations and resolutions. What the con-
vention has defined and declared as good and wise re-
ceives its final ratification only when congregations and
individuals translate resolutions into action.

In this light another sentence from the same address
by Synod’s president receives clarity and force: “This
address and all the actions of this convention are to be
transmitted to each member of The Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod. To the degree that members do not
hear of each transaction here, to that degree we met in
vain.”

Open Housing

The real test comes in how the
convention resolution is implemented

IF BY NOW most white Americans don’t have guilty
consciences about treatment of minority groups in hous-
ing, jobs, and social acceptance, the race revolution has
really been in vain. That people are more sensitive to
deprivation and ghettoizing of others than they were be-
comes apparent now and then in housing bills, employ-
ment regulations, and court policies.

It became evident at the 1967 convention of The Lu-
theran Church — Missouri Synod that its delegates too
have learned to express compassion in mew ways. We
can rejoice together that the support of the open-housing
resolution was expressed so resoundingly.

THE REAL TEST COMES, however, in how the conven-
tion resolution is implemented. By its Resolution 9-10
(reprinted on page 7) the convention floor committee,
under the deft chairmanship of Dr. Bertwin Frey, pro-
vided guidelines for putting teeth into the open housing
endorsement. When the convention adopted this resolu-
tion, it made possible creative action by all who are in
carnest about discrimination.

In our society economics and social structures are
closely intertwined. When efforts are made to help peo-
ple victimized by social wrongs, money is almost always
required. To express sympathy is not enough. In order
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to bear one another’s burden in this arca we must be
ready to come through with cash.

As of now the board of social ministry at Synod's
office in St. Louis is ready to receave “gifts and grants to
be used for open housing.” The board will not become
involved in taking title to or managing real estate, 1t will,
however, make grants, gifts, and loans according to an
established procedure. It may also “provide financial
assistance to existing ministries of the church and to
approved nonchurch agencies.”

HERE 1S AN OPPORTUNITY for those to come through
who have been wondering: What can I do to show that
my concern for the deprived is real? Note that the reso-
lution on open housing authorizes no use of funds con-
tributed to Synod's budget but asks for carmarked gifts.

By this resolve Synod has provided one more oppor-
tunity for its members to right injustice and serve the
needs of others.

We quote with approval the words referred to in the
open-housing resolution from a decision made at another
synodical convention in 1956: “Since Christians are con-
strained to do justice and love mercy, we acknowledge
our responsibility as a church to provide guidance for
our members to work in the capacity of Christian citizens
for the elimination of discrimination, wherever it may
exist in community, city, state, nation, and world.”

Your Own Birthday

No one dictates the direction in which
your gratitude must be expressed

WHEN IT GETS RIGHT DOWN to your own birthday, the
Ebenezer Thankoffering suddenly becomes a time for
decision.

] .Then all joking, all mild endorsement, all complacent
disinterest get pushed aside for a solemn moment. You
ask: Since I have reasons of my own for gratitude to
God, shall I join my offering with others in Ebenezer”?
If so, for what amount?

Examples of gratitude and sacrifice warm our hearts.
Bu_t it is one thing to admire what others do, another to
imitate them.

Once again the New York convention of the church
endorsed the Ebenezer Thankoffering and determined to
do everything possible to rouse greater enthusiasm for it.
Delegates found the cause worthy because the motive
stems from a thankful heart toward God, and the needs
which the offerings are intended to supply are real.

Some have asked: Granted the reason for gratitude.
why must the gift go to Ebenezer? The answer, of course,
is that the choice must be yours. No one dictates the di-
rection in which your gratitude must be expressed. But
the Ebenezer Thankoffering with its plan to build in our
country and overseas so that Christ may be exalted offers
a considered challenge.

September will bring a new kind of reminder to all
congregations by providing for an exchange of pastors
in all pulpits. Speakers will focus on how the Lord has
always helped us. But when your birthday comes, it will
still be you who must decide whether and how much.

One thing is clear: those who pass by this chance to
hear their church’s call to gratitude in this specific way
had best have a better way at hand to say “the Lord has
always helped me.”



CHURCH RELATIONS

The lineup of speakers at microphone :
at the height of debate on the ALC
fellowship resolution

Toward Full Fellowship

v

ISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERANS can
expect to be meeting and talking with
their American Lutheran Church
neighbors on more intimate terms in
the months ahead. Members of the
two Lutheran branches, which devel-
oped side by side largely across the
midsection of the continent, can also
be expected to view one another with
clearer and more trustful eyes.

This will be the most immediate
“practical” effect of the 4-paragraph
resolution adopted on the most-de-
bated question at the New York City
convention: altar and pulpit fellow-
ship with The American Lutheran
Church.

Arrangements are to be made, ac-
cording to instructions spelled out
in the resolution, to promote among
the Synod’s entire membership “the
widest possible mutual recognition of
the doctrinal consensus and its im-
plications for church fellowship ™

DISCUSSION OF THE CONSENsUS
and what it implies is t0 receive grass-
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roots exposure by being allotted high
priority at conferences and District
conventions next year. Close scru-
tiny of the implications of fellowship
will take place at local and regional
meetings of officials, faculties, pas-
tors, teachers, and congregations of
the two bodies.

(The consensus mentioned in the
resolution refers to the agreement in
doctrine announced in a “Joint State-
ment and Declaration” early this year
by representatives of The American
Lutheran Church, the Missouri
Synod, and the Synod of Evangelical
Lutheran Churches after 2 years of
consultations.

(The consultations, the joint state-
ment asserts, “have revealed con-
sensus and mutual trust in their un-
derstanding of the following: What
commitment to the Sola Gratia
[Grace Alone] of the Lutheran Con-
fessions involves; the Lutheran Con-
fessions and Sola Scriptura [Scripture
Alone]; the doctrine of the church in
the Lutheran Confessions.”)

(es)

KEY SENTENCES of the resolutior
which the floor committee reminte:
from recommendations of the com-
mission on theology and church re-
lations, are: We “recognize that th:
Scriptural and Confessional basis -
altar and pulpit fellowship betwez-
The Lutheran Church — Missour
Synod and The American Lutherz~
Church exists” and “Synod proceec
to take the necessary steps towas:
full realization of altar and pulp”
fellowship.” .

Among the necessary steps spe<i-
fied in the resolution is that officia>
and representatives continue mutu=
study and work toward a unified P
sition and practice in areas of churc
life where “disturbing” difference”
exist. Mentioned specifically is th-
area of “unchristian and antichm>
tian societies” (lodges).

MUCH OF THE DEBATE centered e
a substitute motion offered from U~
floor proposing that the Synod in €O
vention in 1969 ‘“officially declar

THE LUTHERAN WITNES
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whether or not there is altar and pul-
pit fellowship” between the two bod-
jes. Exception was taken to the orig-
inal proposal of the floor committee
to “authorize” the president of the
Synod in conjunction with the presi-
dent of The American Lutheran
Church to declare altar and pulpit
fellowship after the latter body had
taken favorable action on the “Joint
Statement and Declaration.”

After recommittal the resolution
won overwhelming approval (the sec-
retary noted “less than 10 dissenting
votes”) when the last paragraph was
changed to read: “That the president
of the Synod in conjunction with the
Council of [District] Presidents make
the appropriate recommendations to
the 1969 convention.”

Floor committee spokesmen and
other delegates cautioned against
basing decisions in the fellowship

uestion on generalizations from in-
dividual or isolated instances of di-
vergence in confession or in church
practice.

They also stressed the question of
merger (forming one administrative
unit) was not involved but rather the

uestion of standing on a common
confessional platform so that pulpits
could be shared and members could
be communed at each other’s altars.

Speakers who advocated altar and
pulpit fellowship “here and now”
were reminded that such a declara-
tion was not possible since The
American Lutheran Church could
not take action on the “Joint State-
ment and Declaration” until its con-
vention in October 1968, subject to
ratification by its 18 districts in the
spring of 1969.

IN A SEPARATE RESOLUTION the
convention expressed “joy and thanks
for the greater evidence of true unity
we have with other Lutheran bodies”
but asked congregations to “exercise
patience and avoid independent ac-
tion”” by engaging in selective fellow-
ship with congregations of the Lu-
theran bodies not in full fellowship
with the Synod.

Delegates agreed, however, that
since the 450th anniversary of the
Reformation provides an opportu-
nity for all Lutherans to thank God
for a common heritage, there is
“yalue’ in giving joint witness with
other Lutherans at observances when
it could be accomplished in accord
with the Synod’s doctrinal position.

IN OTHER CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
RESOLUTIONS the Synod —

™ Declared itself in_favor of dis-
solving the Lutheran Synodical Con-
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ference since it saw “no useful pur-
pose” for its continuance and asked
the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches, the only other remaining
member of the 95-year-old federa-
tion, to concur in the dissolution.

» Postponed action on membership
in the Lutheran World Federation
until 1969, directing the commission
on theology and church relations
meanwhile to arrange adequate con-
sultation with the LWF, to provide
discussion guidelines for conferences
and congregations on the theological
issues involved, and to share all in-
formation of its findings (including
financial costs) with the Synod and
all her sister churches.

» Invited Lutheran churches in
America with which the Synod is
not in fellowship to consult with us
in mutual love and confidence with
a view to removing causes of mis-
understanding and separation.

» Encouraged the president of

Synod to continue the practice of
sending observers to various church
assemblies; and encouraged members
of the S)’l’lOd. iﬂClUdil‘]g pastors and
congregations at local and area levels.,
to continue their interest and par-
ticipation in ccumenical dialog when-
ever the opportunity presents itself
“with no injury to our confessional
commitment.”

» Called for study and evaluation of
the World Council of Churches and
asked the commission on theology
and church relations to report its
own conclusions on the council.

> Asked the commission on wor-
ship to prepare suitable materials for
an annual observance of an annual
period of prayer for Christian unity.
such as the Unity Octave.

» Went on record to cooperate with
leaders of church councils, federa-
tions, and communions to achieve a

fixed Sunday for Easter.
A W.G.

Resolution 3-23

To authorize declaration of allar ond pulpit fellowship
with The Americon Lutheran Church

WHEREAS, The Joint Statement and Declaration of the official representafives of
The American Lutheron Church and The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod ond the
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches reveals consensus in the preaching of the
Gospel “in conformity with a pure vnderstanding of it” and in the adminisiration
of the sacraments “in accordance with the divine Word” (Avgsburg Confession, Art.
Vil); and

WHEREAS, It is incumbent upon Christians who discover a wholehearted consensus
in their understanding and proclomation of the Gospel to confess their Lord with one
mind and one voice and to live together in unity ond mutual assistance; and

WHEREAS, Diversities of practice which do not constitute @ denial or contradiclion
of the Gospel can be understood better, and agreement can be developed more sasily
toward a consistent evangelical practice for mutual edificalion when Christions are
united in the work of the Lord under the Word and sacraments; and

WHEREAS, The constituency of church groups intending to share altar ond pulpit
fellowship should be well informed in regard to the principles and implications inveived;
therefore, be it

Resoived, That The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod in this convention herewith
express thanks to Ged for His Spirit's guidance ond biessing in the deliberotions end
consultations with The American Lutheran Church, which resuited in the consenses
expressed in the Joint Statement and Deciaration; and be it further

Resolved, That the Synod recognize that the Scriptural ond Confessional besis for
altar and pulpit fellowship between The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and The
American lutheran Church exists, ond thot the Synod proceed to toke the necessery
steps toward full realization of altar and pulpit fellowship with The American Lutheran
Church, and that the Synod invite the Synod of Evongelicol Lutheran Churches to join
with us in the same; and be it further

Resolved, That the Synod urge all its representatives and officials to work eamestly
and sincerely toward a wnified evangelical position and proctice in areas of church
life where disturbing diversities still exist, particularly in reference te un-Christion and
anti-Christian societies, through continued mutual study with the officials end represente-
tives of The American lutheran Church on the basis of the Word of God: aond be i*
further

Resolved, That the Synod direct its officials to make arrangements for promeling the
widest possible mutual recognition of the doctrinal consensus ond its implications for
church fallowship among the entire membership of the Syned by moking # o primory
part of the ogenda for conferences and for the 1968 District conventions, and By
arranging meetings between District presidents, theological facuities, pesiors, teschers
and congregations of the church bodies invelved; and be it finally

Resolved, That the president of the Synod in conjunction with the Council of Presi-
dents make the appropriate recommendations to the 1969 convention.
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L SOCIAL MINISTRY

When

Compromise

s

Progress

B Y WHATEVER MEASURE — column
inches, headlines, placement, or ex-
citing reporting — newsmen cover-
ing the New York convention found
most of their news in social-action
decisions. Many reasons for this
could be cited. Here are a few:

1. Such issues as Vietnam, open
housing, poverty, and discrimination
are headliners, of natural interest to
a general public which may know
little about Lutheranism and much
less about the Missouri Synod branch.

2. Resolutions on social issues are
relatively new for synodical conven-
tions. Therefore, newsmen could use
such verbs as launched or inaugu-

6

English District president Bertwin Frey, left, and Synod treasurer
Milion Carpenter listen intently to newsman’s question during
press conference following convention decisions on social action

rated, rather than postponed, refined,
or reasserted.

3. Because there was no backlog of
experience, little history, and hardly
any gauge for success or failure in
social action, there was no procedure
to be amended and hardly any dis-
agreement over practice.

4. Social issues do not easily lend
themselves to shades of opinion, to
apathy, or to postponement for lack
of money.

For Missouri Synod Lutherans the
compromises reflected in establishing
an open-housing treasury and in ep-
dorsing a pronouncement on the ip-

(190)

ternational crisis in Vietnam, the
Middle East, and elsewhere may rep-
resent the biggest news of thl.?‘ con-
vention. Usually the word “‘com-
promise” has been preceded by “with-
out” in the Missouri Synod, for ex-
ample in reference to thgologlcal dcj
cisions. Under such circumstances
the phrase itself often became an ab-
solute. But in New York there \:rj.L_j
compromise of a sort that “Jaunched.

Church Should Speak Up
On the international crisis the co0-
vention in its message to congregd”
tions issued a statement that met wur
almost no opposition on the floor:
THE LUTHERAN WITNES?




despite the obvious “camps” of hawks
and doves. Perhaps the statement
was ‘“‘owlish.” There’s _Iltt]e doubt
that most of Synod can live with it.

The pronouncement climinated two
extremes: all-out endorsement of the
government’s policy in Vietnam, for
example, with a call for victory or ac-
celerated war; and condemnation of
the war, a de-escalation or other spe-
cific directives to the government.
The delegates rejected a proposed
memorial which urged specific action
on President Johnson, but it went
further than calling only for prayers
for peace.

Prayers are called for in the reso-
lution. But so are such actions as
speaking up, counseling, studying,
showing concern, and “focusing hope
in God.”

Crucial is the following: “As a
church body we are not to be a polit-
ical influence group, identified with a

articular program for waging and

conducting war. However, we be-
lieve that in its desire for peace,
justice, and freedom, the church
should speak in the areas of its com-
petence, according to the measure of
its knowledge. In accordance with
Scripture the church is to support
government while at the same time
serving as an instrument of God’s
grace and healing.”

Committee members speaking
during the press conference on the
resolution hoped that the statement
would stimulate considerable atten-
tion in the congregations. Even call-
ing it a “message from the con-
vention to congregations” is likely
without precedent.

Convention Commits Synod

There is precedent for the open-
housing treasury, another compro-
mise action of the convention; but
the precedent is world relief, which
no one can reasonably argue against.

On open housing there were prob-
ably three camps at the convention:
those who believe this is a matter of
“individual conscience”; those who
believe the church should be directly
involved; and those who favor open
housing but fear the consequences of
church promotion for many members
hesitant to accept the concept.

The convention did commit the
Synod to a program of education and
action promoting open housing, but
the program will be financed exclu-
sively by those members who endorse
the principle to the extent of making
cash contributions. No synodical
funds — the “missions” side of those

2-pocket offering envelopes — Wwill
be used to finance the program, not
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even to the extent of staffing the op-
eration.

There’s no hesitancy about sup-
porting world relief, even to the ex-
tent of synodical funds, and conven-
tion delegates directed the board of
directors to reinstate the board of
world relief as an item in the synodi-
cal budget, if only to cover office
operations.

Commission to Study Issues

Even beyond open housing, world
relief, and the international crisis,
newsmen found other news in social
action. For example, an executive
secretary of social action was autho-
rized by a close voice vote after a
concern for money was stressed. The
new executive would, among other
duties, expedite the commission of
social action studies of such issues as
abortion, another newsmaker.

The work of the commission for
services to the mentally retarded will
be considerably expanded with their
first full-time executive, an office au-
thorized by the Detroit convention
but not filled until July 3, four days
before the New York convention,
which rejoiced at the news.

Federal aid frequently appears in
headlines. While the convention did
not call for a full-time executive to
alert schools to federal programs,
delegates did ask the board of direc-
tors to coordinate efforts and to pub-
lish reports of studies in this area.

Congregations to Help Poor

Assisting the poor has been tra-
ditional church work, but the con-
vention broadened the approach by
encouraging congregations “to sup-
port such poverty programs as are
consistent with our faith” and “to
endeavor to change the factors which
create poverty.” Individuals such as
Prince of Peace Volunteers engaged
in “changing these factors” were spe-
cifically commended.

In another facet of human rela-
tions delegates encouraged Synod
officials to continue support of
equality in business and employment
practices.

During a press conference the day
before the convention began, news-
men asked synodical president Harms
to cite convention issues. He listed:
(1) Synod’s position under Scrip-
ture; (2) church relations; (3) the
Lutheran Council in the United
States of America; (4) Ebenezer;
(5) the new school at Irvine, Calif.;
(6) recruitment; (7) social action.

For newsmen at the convention,
however, “the last became the lead.”

R.A.

(en

Resolution 9-08

Resolved, That in faithfulness 1o our Llord
and in good faith with the spirit of previous
conventions, The Lutheran Chyrch — Missouri
Synod undertake o program of education and
action that would include the following fea-
tures:

a. It shall be directed to the membership of
every congregation of the Synod.

b. It sholl emphasize every Christian's min-
istry to the whole man.

¢. It shall urge individuals to support ond
to participate in housing programs that seek
to ochieve equality of opportunity for every
human being; and be it further

Resolved, That the Synod direct the board
of social ministry to engage immediately in
planning and developing the means and pro-
cedures that contribute to the advancement of
the cause of open housing consistent with the
Syned's financial management policies in other
matters,

Resolution 9-10

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod com-
mends to the board of social ministry the fol-
lowing guidelines for study and, where fea-
sible, for action:

A. Fiscal Matters

1. The board of social ministry shall be em-
powered fo solicit and to accept gifts ond
grants to be used for open housing. Such funds
are to be earmorked ond kept separate from
other synodical moneys. These funds moy be
increased by special Synodwide offerings,
gifts, bequests, and devises. These funds may
be used currently.

2. These funds shall be administered by
the board of social ministry in keeping with
the Synod's fiscal policies.

3. The board shall establish policies, pro-
cedures, and priorities for the moking of
grants, gifts, and loans.

4. The board may provide financial assis-
tance to existing ministries of the church and
to approved non-church agencies, except that
the board shall not take title to or manage
real estate.

B. Responsibilities of the Board in re Open

Housing

1. The board shall alert the members of the
Synod to the housing concerns of minority
groups ond individuals. In cooperation with
other synodical boards the board of social
ministry shall encourage individuals, congrega-
tions, groups of congregations in the some
area, and Districts of the Synod to carry on
open-housing functions in their own localities
and shall prepare guidelines for this purpose.

2. The board of social ministry of each
District of the Synod shall implement similar
programs. District boards shall assist and od-
vise local congregations with regard to open-
housing matters. The District boards shall also
administer the District's open-housing pro-
grams in conformity with policies established
by the Synod's board of social ministry and in
accordance with District regulations.

C. Staffing and Reporting

1. The board of social ministry shall pro-
vide an annual report and a financial stote-
ment of its activities to the Synod, based upon
regular reviews of its programs.

2. The board of social ministry shall be
empowered to delegate the administration of
this program 1o a special committee selected
by the board.

3. The board of social ministry shall pro-
vide for staff services to be purchased and
paid for from earmarked funds contributed to
this program in order to preclude interference
with other stoff duties of the boord of social
ministry.



COMMUNICATIONS AND CHURCH LITERATURE

T HROUGHOUT ITS 15-YEAR HISTORY
the Missouri Synod’s television pro-
gram “This Is the Life” has con-
sistently urged congregations to make
maximum use of the “most widely
televised religious program in the na-
tion” in their mission.

Last month in New York City
some 800 convention delegates reit-
erated the suggestion by urging con-
gregations  “wherever possible to
make ‘This Is the Life’ an integral
part of their local programs of evan-
gelism by a consistent program of
prepublicity and conscientious follow-
through.”

Because a drop in Synod’s antici-
pated receipts is affecting the budget
of the half-hour television program,
the Lutheran television productions
board negotiated with the Lutheran
l.aymen’s League for a grant of
$83,000 and a loan of $200,000.
The budget allocation dropped from
$800,000 in 1966 to $500,000 in
1967. Anticipated needs for 1968
are $975,865.

In an open hearing on the con-
tinued relationship between the
Synod and the 146,000-member aux-
iliary regarding the television pro-
gram Synod treasurer Milton Car-
penter raised a question concerning
the propriety of borrowing_money
from any source for operating ex-
penses. He said it could set a prec-
edent. ) .

Dr. Robert Hirsch, president of
the LLL. noted that “fund raising

v r T —~ r
mirTr
Dr. Robert Hirsch, state senator in South Dakota and president of the Lu-

theran Laymen’s League, speaks fo the convention on behalf of the lay
organization.

was not the deciding factor” in the
overture to Synod, approved by the
SO0th-anniversary convention of the
league in Milwaukee in June, offer-
ing to assume support of the tele-
vision ministry over a period of
years on a graduated basis,

Accept LLL Offer

The synodical convention resolved
“to accept the generous offer” of the
LLL to sponsor the program jointly,
and it directed the Synod’s board of
directors to “study and review” the
arrangement over the next 2 years
“for purposes of reevaluation and
reassessment.” The convention also
suggested that four members of the
board of governors of the LLLL be
added to Synod’s television board.

In other communications matters
the 47th convention of Synod:

— recommended that congrega-
tions use the RIAL aids as they
“deem them applicable.” RIAL, Inc.,
Religion in American Life, is a na-
tional organization supported by
some 30 service clubs to promote
“faith in daily living and worship at-
tendance” through the mass media.

— discussed the LUTHERAN Wir-
NESS and the Lutheran Witness Re-
porter as official publications of the
Synod. One resolution directed the
editors “to proceed with courage in
their task of reporting the news,
speaking out on issues that concern

the membership of Synod, and setting

forth the doctrinal position of Synod
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Through
Mass
Media

in a truthful and responsible way.
In the same resolution the editor
were reminded of their responsibilir;
to reflect the position of Synod, since
the publications frequently serve as
the image of the church body.

—urged parish leaders to maks
use of the helpful suggestions con-
tained in Advance magazine.

— referred the matter of the elec-
tion of members of Synod’s editorial
commission for official periodicals
to the council of administrators.

Observe CPH Anniversary

Closely allied with communica-
tions are church literature and its
major producer, Concordia Publish-
ing House.

In 1966 Synod’s publishing arm
did a gross business of $14,809,000
with a net income of $1,380,000,
slightly less than the $1,400,000 of
the previous year.

After the transfer of $800,000 to
Synod last year the balance of the
net income was used for expansion
and to underwrite the costs of books
and periodicals which are not self-
supporting, A. L. Leimbach, chair-
man of the CPH board, told the con-
vention. He also noted that Familv
Films, the Hollywood film-producinz
subsidiary of CPH, had gross sales of
$1,700,000 in 1966 with a net o’
$170,000.

In other information received by
the convention it was noted that:

— CPH will observe its 100th an-
niversary in 1969. ) )

— work on translating and print-
ing the writings of Dr. C. F. W. Wal-
ther will be completed soon.

— the publication of a Bible com-
mentary for laymen is under way.

__CPH is encouraged to publish
the Book of Concord in a paperback
edition, to publish an index for 1t
periodicals, and to continue to put“'
lish the present edition of the Cat-
echism. "

The convention referred the mat
ter of the editing of the Concord_'“:
Theological Monthly to a spe‘:lhf‘e
committee to be appointed by U
president of Synod. E.F. K

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS



YOUTH WORK
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Dr. Elmer Witt, Walther League execulive, at mike, introduces Prince of Peace Volun-
teers, from left, Debby Armstrong of Chicago and Ruth and Jerry DeCluitt of New
York, to the New York convention. Delegates responded enthusiastically following

I N CONTRAST TO SUCH QUESTIONS as
fellowship, administration, and social
action, few experts took the micro-
phone during the New York conven-
tion’s consideration of youth work:
the board for young people’s work is
a relatively new operation; its ascen-
dancy over the Walther League as the
agency for youth ministry has been
fathomed by few; and convention
resolutions on youth work sparked
no debate.

Even though delegates readily un-
derstood and warmly applauded the
three Prince of Peace Volunteers as
they testified to their reasons for
service, the convention found itself in
the communication gap the Broad-
way show tune “Kids” lyricizes.

For example, while the convention
endorsed the board for young people’s
work to date, the resolution requested
AUGUST 1967

the brief talks.

the board to detail for congregations
its assumption of administrative con-
trol from the Walther League. More
training in youth ministry was urged
for professionals and laymen, and the
board was instructed to communicate
with youth through existing synodical
publications.

Call for Youth Voice

Memorials to abandon the board
for young people’s work and Arena
were sidetracked, although the board
was requested to exert a more posi-
tive influence on the joint publication
with The American Lutheran Church
and Lutheran Church in America.

Most significant action was the call
for youth voice and participation in
advisory levels of synodical activity
— congregations, circuits, Districts,
and Synod meetings. Pastor Thomas
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Wilson, Aurora, Ill., offered the ex-
ample of the Northern Illinois Dis-
trict convention last year:

Youths were assigned to floor com-
mittees and to assist the convention
chaplain. “The young people were
thankful for the opportunity to see
the church alive and in action,”
Pastor Wilson said, “and the adults
were pleased with the interest of the
young people.”

The board for young people's
work was specifically commended for
its evangelical, Christ-centered ap-
proach; its concern to implement the
mission affirmations; its cooperation
with other agencies and boards; and
“the wide diversity of helpful ma-
terials and programs.” May 26,
1968, was selected to commemorate
the Walther League’s 75th anniver-
sary. R.A.



THEOLOGICAL MATTERS

To Reaffirm Its Faith

IN THIS DAY of “theological unrest,”
the convention said in the first reso-
lution on doctrinal matters, “we pray
... that God by His mercy keep us
faithful to His inspired and inerrant
Word as the ‘only rule and norm of
faith and practice’ and to the Lu-
theran Confessions as a true and
faithful exposition of that Word.”

At the final session the delegates
voted to “reaffirm our position™ that
(1) Scripture is the inerrant Word
of God, (2) Christ has made atone-
ment for the sins of the whole world,
(3) Christ rose from the dead glori-
fied in His flesh (sarx), (4) the soul
of man does not cease to exist after
death and that only those who believe
in Christ receive eternal life; and that
“those who teach otherwise are in
error.”

On the previous evening it was re-
solved that the Synod “reaffirm its
faith in the united testimony of Scrip-
ture and the Lutheran Confessions”
on Creation, the Fall, and related sub-
jects. It was also resolved that the
Synod “reject and condemn all those
world views, philosophical theories,
exegetical interpretations, and other
hypotheses which pervert these Bibli-
cal teachings and thus obscure the
Gospel.”

Thanks for Gospel

Adopting an amendment proposed
by St. Louis seminary president Al-
fred O. Fuerbringer, the convention
furthermore resolved that “we sin-
cerely thank God for the precious
Gospel given us in the Biblical teach-
ing on the creation, the fall of man,
and the grace of God, that we may
joyfully bear witness to it and en-
courage our fellow Christians to do
likewise.”

Scripture and the Lutheran Con-
fessions, the preamble to the resolu-
tion declares, teach “that God by the
almighty power of His word created
all things in six days by a series of
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creative acts” and that “Adam and
Eve were real, historical human be-
ings, the first two people in the
world. . . .”

The preamble also cites the teach-
ings of Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions that the fall of Adam and
Eve is an historical fact and that “sin
had its origin in one man, Adam,
through whose disobedience all men
were made sinners and became sub-
ject to death and the devil.”

The clear teaching of God’s crea-
tion of man in His image and the
teaching of man’s fall into sin and
the subsequent inherent corruption of
all human beings, the preamble con-
cludes, “are essential to the clear and
pure teaching of the Gospel.”

Woman Suffrage

Because the question of woman
suffrage in the church is under study
by the Commission on Theology and
Church Relations (CTCR), the dele-
gates agreed to “‘refrain from making
any formal statement on this matter.”

Congregational policy on woman
suffrage is to be established by the
1969 convention of the Synod on the
basis of the completed CTCR study.
Delegates therefore requested congre-
gations to “wait in patience for this
forthcoming action.”

It was decided, however, that
women be declared eligible to serve
as advisory members — by appoint-
ment only — on synodical boards,
commissions, and committees. The
matter of the full membership of
women on synodical boards, commis-
sions, and committees was referred to
the CTCR for further study.

The resolution on woman suffrage
recognized that the gifts of the Holy
Spirit are bestowed upon women of
the church and that involvement of
women possessing special gifts “ag
members of synodical boards, com-
missions, and committees would offer
o'r;fso‘r;unity for employing these
gifts,

(194)

The Commission on Worship — -
use the new name of the former Cc-
mission on Worship, Liturgics, z--
Hymnology — was instructed to pre-
pare for publication a supplement -
The Lutheran Hymnal.

To keep members informed abo.
new materials being developed and -
promote workshops or institutes o
church music and other aspects -
worship, each District was encou--
aged to establish a committee on wo-.
ship to work together with the synoc -
cal commission.

Study Documents

The CTCR “Theology of Fello=-
ship” study document was accept::
as a synodical document for refe-.
ence and guidance. The conventic-
urged the church in its practice -
Christian fellowship to “avoid 1+
twin dangers of unionism and sepa:
atism as defined in the documen:
It was also agreed that the Synoc
“continue to uphold the doctrine o
the Gospel and its implications =
determinative in the theology arc
practice of fellowship.”

Another CTCR study docume-’
“A Lutheran Stance Toward Co-
temporary Biblical Studies,” w--
commended to the Synod’s membe -
ship for study and discussion. **T*.
Witness of Jesus and Old Testame=
Authorship” is to be studied in pa--
toral conferences, and the CTCR =

to issue a reply to the church zn-

swering questions and concerns su®
mitted to the commission and clarify-
ing the document’s language an- |
content. |
The “Civil Obedience and D:s ‘
obedience” document was received
furnishing instruction and counss
that is in harmony with Scripture =7
the Lutheran Confessions. Delegat="
voted to discourage selective cons- ‘
entious objection and said. \l"‘ |
pledge ourselves as Christian citize
anew to loyalty and obedience to ©
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inquiry and a lay commission to act
on doctrinal and disciplinary matters
disturbing the church were respect-
fully declined.

Members of the Synod were “com-
pellingly” exhorted to give active and
positive support to synodical and Dis-
trict officials; the Council of Presi-
dents was urged to seek ways and
means to “‘communicate more effec-
tively” regarding the efforts they are
making to clear up problems in doc-
trine and discipline; and writers and
speakers were reminded of the nature
of ‘“anonymous, irresponsible, and
unwarranted suggestions of infidelity
of officials” and were exhorted to
avoid such suggestions.

In other resolutions on alleged
false teaching and doctrinal contro-
versies the convention decided —

— That “we pray earnestly” that
the Lord may guide the officials of
the Synod to deal properly with both
accusers and accused in all cases of
alleged false teaching:

— That pastors, teachers, profes-
sors, and laymen be reminded of the
damage that results from irresponsi-
ble and unclear statements and
charges and be exhorted to avoid
them;

— That all members of the Synod
be exhorted most carefully to follow
proper procedure whenever matters
of doctrinal discipline are involved.

Selective Fellowship

Acting on overtures to allow con-
gregations to practice selective fel-
lowship, the delegates voted that “we
refrain from selective fellowship with

4 ‘heterodox congregations or . . . con-

> Pkt B gregations of mixed confessions.””

- WS O AR  Members of the Synod were also re-

*ra “r.'_ o spectfully urged to refrain from selec-

_ _bt A o I e tive pulpit fellowship “‘with Luther-
L L¥ & - e : ans not now in fellowsh.lp with us.

: Because the celebration and recep-

)

\1.
. ‘e rx,. ;, tion of Holy Communion “not only
L -, e v .
e L ‘ -
A rp N

¥
3

,f
"9 bt A% implies but is a confession of the
I Gy T "2 .\ .. 3 unity of faith,” the convention de-

A r_' cided that pastors and congregations
] ., of the Synod “except in situations of
Opening service of the 47th regular conveniiofl of The Lulhe{an Church — Missouri emergency and in special cases of
Synod in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City pastoral care, commune individuals of

only those Lutheran synods which are

. : in fellowship with us.”

in thi ter of  Numerous doctrinal reviewers TOY I tefiowship _

%ﬁi;“;‘:g:vigés_g iy 0is (s “proadly representative of the min- Recognizing that godly and dedi-
Thanking the faculty of the St istry of the Synod” will be appointed. cated teachers and professors are at
Loni '8 for its “untiring ser- From their number an 11-member all times “a glit of God in His mercy
V'iCUlS sert?l?acr)%”l cial censors of Syn- Board of Review is to be selected. to the church,” the assembly thanked
od’f; as blications.” the convention This board will set up guidelines for God for the‘ teachers and professors
ado tgjl the repori and recommenda- doctrinal review, concern itself with at the Synod’s seminaries and colleges
tionIsJ of a special study committee  problem areas, and provide an ap- and encouraged them in their dedi-
to set up a new procedure for “doc- peals procedure. cated labors “by the assurance of our
trinal review.” Overtures calling for a board of prayers and confidence. M. W. M

Ax ' (195) n




MISSIONS

FROM

Affirmation
10

Action

Dr. Wm. H. Kohn, right, receives the
handclasp of Synod's president Dr. Oliver
R. Harms as Kohn is inducted into office
as executive secretary of the board for
missions at the New York convention.

How CAN THE CHURCH MAKE its
_concern for people credible by its
actions? This question was urged
upon the floor committee headed by
Dr. Paul Jacobs of California. Reso-
lutions based on memorials that had
been submitted to the convention
were formulated by the 35-member
committee to bring about action.

One such resolution instructs the
board for missions (limited by con-
vention action to [3 members) to
select several larger “community”
areas — metropolitan and rural — as
pilot projects for discovering effec-
tive strategy and structure of mission
for the church. Another convention
vote encourages all congregations to
study the nature of their communities
in order to proclaim the Gospel
meaningfully.

To Carry Out Mission

To carry out their mission in vary-
ing communities, congregations and
other ‘“centers of ministry” were
urged to examine the existing struc-
tures of Christian witness and wor-
ship and to modify them as neces-
sary. As objects of specific concern
the resolution named college students,
voung adults, the blind, the deaf,
those institutionalized, the poor, the
affluent, and people in the armed
forces.

In the same resolution a final re-
solve urges congregations to develop
“creative and imaginative new ap-
proaches” to the kinds of ministry
needed for mission tasks.

Using language not traditionally
familiar to the church, the conven-
tion also authorized an ongoing study
of the central role of the Christian
congregation “‘as healing fellowship
and community.” The Coonoor con-
ference in India, sponsored by The
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

12

earlier in 1967, laid the groundwork
for such a study. Synod also re-
quested the Lutheran Council in the
United States of America to initiate
a 3-to-S-year study on the church’s
concern for the sick and suffering.

More traditional actions were also
endorsed and defined by the conven-
tion. Among them were a call to ac-
tive evangelism by each congregation
on the basis of the 1965 mission
affirmations, an intensification of
mission effort among Spanish-Ameri-
cans, and increased promotion for
church extension funds.

To Restructure

In the area of synodical mission
structure the convention determined
that the board for missions should
have 7 clergy members out of 13,
that the church extension board be
placed into the division of missions,
that the board for missions “pursue
fully” cooperative efforts that meet
policy requirements of Synod, that
methods of transferring members be
studied, that a firm commitment be
given a year in advance on use of
funds available for missions, and that
the relationship of the commission on
mission and ministry in the church
to the board for missions be carefully
considered.

Dr. William H. Hillmer's “out-
standing leadership” in the mission
program was recognized by the con-
vention. For 18 years he has served
Synod as an executive in missions.
Beginning this month he returns to
the parish ministry in California.
During convention sessions Dr. Wil-
liam H. Kohn was inducted into the
top executive office for the missions
department. He called it a “humbling
experience” and viewed the task as

one of “crossing boundaries to reach
people.”

1196)

To Demonstrate Concern

The convention delegates and wvisi-
tors joined in prayer for missionariz:
and sister churches throughout tk-
world and determined “to demo=-
strate concern for and support of our
missionaries and missions in thes:
fields by increased offerings for mis-
sions.”

A few items on which memorial-
had been presented for convention
consideration were postponed or re-
jected. Major among these was th=
proposal to enter upon a system cf
“self-financing” by all Districts. This
plan, which was referred to the boarc¢
for missions for further study, seeks
District responsibility for “mission
projects both in selection and spe-
cific support.

Declined were resolutions to hal:
the transfer of work among the dez®
to District rather than to direct syn-
odical supervision and to censure =
campus pastor. )

Basically convention action again
endorsed the mission affirmations ==
they apply to missions and urged
that they be studied and followed by
congregations and synodical com-
missions. The broadening influence
of these affirmations on the vision of
the church could be seen, in addition
to instances already cited, in such ac-
tion as the instruction to the board
for missions to help _the church “‘ex-
ercise the Gospel ministry not only
through the mass media but also 7
mass media personnel,” to equip lay-
men overseas for mission, and (o
telecast the Gospel in Japan.

To increase awareness of mission
focus in the church, the commission
on mission and ministry was directcd
to develop study guides to ‘‘sharper
the implications of the mission afiir-
mations as they apply to the members
of Christ’s church.” 0.5
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STEWARDSHIP AND EBENEZER

Both
Bad
News

and
Good

| T HE EBENEZER THANKOFFERING be-

came a major concern of the Mis-

souri Synod convention at New York

in July, and lagging contributions to

the fund-raising appeal affected the
mood of the delegates.

For months synodical officials have
been noticeably distressed by an ap-
parent lack of interest in the Ebe-
nezer effort, which is meant to raise
at least $40 million for new buildings
and other capital improvements for
missions and institutions of higher
learning. Shortly before the delegates
convened, Ebenezer leaders reported
that gifts had passed the $5-million
mark. The New York convention
provided the setting for a revival of
interest and zeal in the Ebenezer

cause.

Delegates Kneel

At one of the convention sessions
the delegates knelt on the floor of the
hotel ballroom where they met, while
Synod President Oliver R. Harms
uttered a penitential prayer and
asked for divine blessing on the
special offering.

To a person entering that ballroom
in the heart of the “Fun City”
the scene would have been incon-
~ gruous, possibly even causing such
embarrassment as often happens
when an outsider inadvertently in-
trudes on a family’s privacy. The
delegates, though, did not appear em-
barrassed as they confessed their
financial shortcomings. Instead, in
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the name of the congregations they
represented, the delegates pledged re-
newed efforts to meet the $40 million
goal in the remainder of the year.

The act of penitence, coming on
the second day of the convention, was
a turning point in the sessions. From
that point on the delegates were es-
pecially conscious of the monetary
requirements of synodical operations.

Ebenezer — why it hasn’t caught
on, how it can be made appealing,
what needs to be done in the rest of
the year — became one of the main
topics of conversation as the delegates
clustered in little groups outside the
convention hall or chatted over
meals.

To some delegates the lagging re-
turns to Ebenezer tarnished the pub-
lic image of the Synod. To others the
meager income reflected “disunity” in
the Synod. To still others the failure
to give wholehearted backing to
Ebenezer demonstrated a distressing
reluctance to witness to the Christian
faith.

Hard Work Needed

Ebenezer became the main con-
cern of the convention committee on
stewardship and finance, which pro-
duced a series of resolutions designed
to marshal greater support for the
special collection.

Committee chairman Waldemar E.
Meyer, president of the Synod’s Colo-

rado District. advised the delegates
avoid the fainthearted feeling th::
Ebenezer is a failure. He added that
*God has accomplished much al-
ready” through those who have con-
tributed more than $5 million.

Dr. Martin L. Koehneke, Ebenezer
director, said the report of contribu-
tions “is both a judgment and
promise, both bad news und good
news.” ‘

“We aren't praying enouch because
only God can give a thankful heart.
only God can make a thankoffering
possible,” Dr. Kochneke told the
delegates. He said hard work. includ-
ing personal confrontation and .
faithful follow-up, will be required in
the coming months.

“Ebenezer can be exciting and re-
warding to a church body in love
with Jesus Christ,” he concluded.

As a result of convention resolu-
tions the congregations of the Synod
will be asked to participate more ac-
tively and fully in the Ebenezer ap-
peal. A number of special events. in-
cluding September pulpit exchange.
have been planned for the last months
of the year. All congregations will be
asked to hold Ebenezer festival ser-
vices on the last Sunday of the vear.

By then, synodical officials hope.
the Synod’s members will be able to
join in a joyful singing of the Ebe-
nezer hymn, “The Lord hath helped
me hitherto . . .” R. 1.

Most of the delegates and guests at the Missouri Synod's New York convention
kneel in repentance for lagging contributions to the Ebenezer Thankoffering as Presi-
dent Oliver R. Harms, at right on platform, prays for divine blessing on the special
effort to raise capital funds for mission and education.

<=

SITRES

ate SNNEMAZETIIAT
LA S D FTEOVNRFIAS




[VENTION
PHOTO
RECORD

After his address to the convention Dr. Fred-
rik Schiotz, president of The American Lu-
theran Church, talks to Dr. Karl Graesser,
president of the Atlantic District, which was
host to the convention.

At the convention secretary’s table in the convention hall
Dr. Herbert Mueller (right) suggests an answer to a problem
presented by Rev. Arnold Wessler (second from right), ad-
ministrative assistant to Dr. Harms, and Dr. John Gergely,
lay delegate from Massachusetts, as Dr. Carl Meyer, as-
sistant secretary, takes notes.

Registering the youngest guest at the convention
are Rev. and Mrs. Victor A. Atsinger, who
brought their 5-week-old son, Victor, Jr. The
Atsingers, from Faith Church, Magnolia, Ark.,
are being given their convention materials by
Mrs. Kay Pfleger, Demarest, N. J.

Open hearings at which speakers voiced their concerns
to commitiees were attended also by the press and in-
terested delegates and visitors. Here Dr. Herman Mayer
speaks to the church relations floor committee.

Mrs. Bertha Harms, wife of Synod’s
president, is pinned with a corsage and
honored as the first action in the con-
vention's business *session.
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Dr. John Kovac, president of the Synod of
Evangelical Lutheran Churches (SELC), spoke
to the convention of the 65 years of cherished
fellowship between the two synods.

Preacher at the Friday night opening service at
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine was Dr.
Theodore Nickel of Chicago, second vice-presi-

dent of the Synod.

4

. 5"
Dr. Paul O. Manz, M. Mus., Litt. D., was at the organ both

for the opening service and for the Sunday evening con-
cert at Lincoln Center. He is an associate professor at

Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn.

For the first time convention ballots, marked with special
pencils by the 800 delegates, were machine-tallied at o

synodical convention.
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Typical of many happy moments in which relatives and friends
visit with one another at a synodical convention is this chat
among three Seltz brothers. Left to right they are: Martin L.,
pastor of Concordia Church in South St. Paul; Eugene, professor
and missionary at the seminary in Hong Kong; and Alfred, full-
time District president of Minnesota North, Brainerd.

Lines formed at virtually all of the 10 microphones in the conven-
tion hall as the resolution on fellowship with The American Lu-
theran Church was being read. During the prolonged discussion
as many as 47 delegates sometimes stood in line to speak.

Fourteen members of The Lu-
theran Church — Missouri Synod
who serve full time with the Lu-
theran Council in the United
States of America are inducted
into their staff posts by Dr.
Harms.

Dr. E. J. Friedrich, former syn-
odical vice-president and sermi-
nary professor, stands at o
microphone to express his opin-
ion of the “censorship” resolu-
fion to the convention. Directly
behind him is Dr. Alfred Fuer-
bringer, president of Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis.



Dr. Oliver Harms greets
Dr. Franklin  Clark Fry,
president of the Lutheran
Church in America, as the
latter prepares to deliver
what turned out to be one
of the convention's most
stirring addresses,

T
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Rev. Deane Schuessler, missionary to
Japan, tells delegates in session of one
use to which Ebenezer funds can be

put in that land.

Captain Max W. Wilk, youth-
ful LCMS chaplain recently re-
covered from a back injury in-
curred in a Vietnam helicopter
crash, addressed the conven-
tion briefly. Relating the work
of the ministry during time of
war, he described it as comple-
menting the local ministry of
the parish. Military service for
many men, he said, is often
boredom interspersed with mo-
ments of pure terror. Delegates
chuckled when he added whim-
sically — “much like a conven-
tion.”

At a breakfast sponsored by the Council of Lu- For more than 40 years, since

theran Ministries during the convention Ray 1923, Rev. Waldemar Ferber of
Scherer, NBC White House correspondent, told Fargo, N.Dak., has been a
350 guests that the press image of the LCMS, minister to the deaf in the U. S.
which tags it always as ‘“‘conservative,” needs and Canada. Here Melvin
changing. ‘“‘What | am trying to suggest,” he Luebke of Mill Neck Manor on
said, “is that we must get on with the work of Long Island presents the John
changing our image but, more than that, chang- of Beverley medal to Pastor Fer-
ing our concerns to be relevant to the world of ber during convention sessions
the 1970's that is coming.” for his distinguished service.

=

Debby Armstrong won the
hearts of delegates with her
frank and direct words on the
kind of race relations espoused
by those who select some Ne-
groes to “be friends with” byt
do not really understand nor
take up the Negro cause.
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T WO YEARS AGO, after the Missouri
Synod convened at Detroit, it was
possible to speculate that the 1967
convention at New York might give
major consideration to the cause of
synodical higher education, as the
1965 meeting was dedicated to the
cause of missions.

Missions and education, after all,
are two of the main functions of the
international church body, absorbing
about two thirds of the synodical
budget.

The New York convention has
been adjourned, and many of the edu-
cational questions facing the Synod
have been left unanswered.

Attention Diveried

At least three trends affected think-
ing at New York about colleges and
seminaries:

1. An uncertain financial commit-
ment, evident in lagging receipts for
both the synodical budget and the
Ebenezer Thankoffering, virtually
nullified any proposals for expansion
of the educational system.

HIGHER EDUCATION

At Least
Three Trends

2. An accumulation of administra-
tive and constitutional matters, as
well as numerous overtures on issues
in the theological and church rela-
tions category, limited time for dis-
cussion on the report of the Board
for Higher Education to the Synod’s
first 7-day convention.

3. A growing amount of question-
ing about the value of maintaining the
synodical training system for pastors
and teachers caused a feeling of hesi-
tancy about expansion moves.

Building Deferred

Sensing the reluctant mood, the
Synod’s board for higher education
did not press for a commitment to the
long-range goals stemming from a
major study of the synodical train-
ing system.

For the most part, the convention
delegates were willing to wait another
two years before coming to grips with
some of the critical questions center-
ing on the 16 colleges and seminaries.

For example, a resolution asking
for an endorsement of plans to build

a new junior college in southern Calj-
fornia was deferred until 1969, In-
stead, the education board was in-
structed to restudy educational needs
on the West Coast.

Opposition to the proposed school,
planned for a site near Irvine, about
20 miles south of Los Angeles, was
provoked by delegates from northern
California who don’t want the Synod
to close California Concordia College
at Oakland, which is part of the plan
to open the new institution. But the
lack of money was also a major fac-
tor in the delay.

The delegates also turned down re-
quests to make 4-year schools out of
the junior colleges at Ann Arbor,
Mich., and Bronxville, N. Y. Finan-
cial considerations figured into these
decisions, too.

Salaries Raised

On one point, though, the delegates
were not hesitant. On two separate
occasions they made it clear they
want the faculty members at the syn-
odical schools to get higher salaries.
For years the instructors and profes-
sors at the synodical schools have
been at or near the bottom of the
salary range of professors teaching in
American colleges and universities.

Until the Synod’s board of direc-
tors voted to take $225,000 out of
contingency funds last spring for
salary increases, faculty members at
the synodical schools had not received
a general pay increase since 1964.

In adopting work programs for
1968 and 1969 the convention dele-
gates approved proposed outlays of
$450,000 each year for faculty salary
increases. [Earlier they had voted
favorably on a resolution recom-
mending annual cost-of-living in-
creases for synodical professors.

Thus, when the convention ad-
journed, the delegates had u_1d1cated
they want to maintain a quality ed:’l-
cational program by providing a;l 2
ditional funds to support those WhO
are largely responsible for educapﬁz
quality. =~ They were unwil f:
though, to consent to a major ea-
pansion of synodical higher educ
tion, which feeds the parishes }V
pastors and teachers. R.J.
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SYNODICAL ADMINISTRATION AND CONSITUTIONAL MATTERS

Church Housekeeping

A
vy
A

Canadian Carl
Popkey of
windsor, Ont.,
spoke as an
infernational
delegate. He
represented
Detroit's central
circuit.

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — Mis-
soURI SYNoD will keep its 20-year-
old “confessional” name, will con-
tinue to explore the possibilities of re-
locating its headquarters, and will
make an intensive study of who shall
have the right to submit overtures and
petitions to delegate conventions.

These were New York convention
decisions on some of the livest ques-
tions mulled over by the floor com-
mittees on administrative and consti-
tutional matters. Between them the
two committees processed what ap-
pears to be a new high of 80 resolu-
tions.

On the proposal to change to the
name “‘Lutheran Church Interna-
tional” the committee reported that
no groundswell of opinion in favor of
the name had materialized; in fact,
fellow Lutherans overseas regarded
the name with disfavor since it
smacked of paternalism. Difficulties
and embarrassing situations encoun-
tered in mass media circles and in
areas beyond the Midwest due to the
“provincial” Missouri designation, it
was noted, are outweighed by the
consideration that the name Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod has come
to be associated with a “firm confes-
sional position in the theological
world.”

In accepting an interim report on a
board of directors’ study of adequate
facilities for synodical headquarters
and a possible relocation of head-
quarters (Chicago is mentioned as an
alternate site), the convention ap-
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propriated $25,000 for further real

estate, financial, and architectural
studies and asked for a complete re-
port in 1969.

The board was instructed not to
limit its alternatives to those men-
tioned in the report (downtown Saint
Louis, suburban St. Louis, Chicago
metropolitan area) but to consider
other possibilities which seem prac-
ticable.

Right of Petition

In asking for a special presiden-
tially appointed committee to dig
into questions concerning the right of
submitting overtures, proposals, peti-
tions, and other matters intended for
consideration by synodical conven-
tions, delegates agreed with the floor
committee’s opinion that it was a
problem that merited “deliberate
study and ought to be clarified for
the expediting of convention busi-
ness.” .

Complexity of the problem is in-
dicated by the questions asked by the
floor committee itself: “Shall this
right be restricted to members of the
Synod only? Shall the right be further
restricted so that overtures will be ac-
cepted from no individuals (includ-
ing pastors and teachers) in the
Synod? Shall the right be extended to
others, including individual lay peo-
ple and the governing boards of syn-
odically recognized auxiliary organi-
zations?”

Extended applause followed the
passage of a resolution from the com-
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mittee on synodical administration ac-
cording a vote of confidence to the
Synod’s board of directors and fiscal
officers.

This confidence action came in an-
swer to overtures referring to charges
of mismanagement and misrepresen-
tation by the board made in a book-
let, “A Businessman Looks at His
Church,” which had been dissemi-
nated throughout Synod some weeks
before the convention.

In an analysis of the case going
back 7 years, the committee reported
no foundation for charges of misman-
agement could be found. The resolu-
tion ordered that the vote of confi-
dence be publicly announced to the
Synod by its president

Keep Voting Balance

Overtures proposing that each con-
gregation of a multiparish be per-
mitted to have voting representation
at District conventions were declined.
Cited as the chief reason is the prin-
ciple held by the Synod “from its ear-
liest beginnings” to keep an equal bal-
ance between voting clergy and voting
laymen.

Significant changes were made in
the method of electing delegates to
synodical conventions in order to pro-
vide for a more equal base of repre-
sentation and improved election pro-
cedures.
~ New regulations provide for elec-
tion (in contrast to selection) of dele-
gates by electoral circuits which will
cpqsis_t of either one or two adjacent
visitation circuits, as determined by
each District, so that each pair of
delegates (clergyman and layman)
represents from 7 to 20 member con-
gregations involving from 1,500 to
10,000 communicants.

The new bylaw also stipulates that
voting delegates serve a 2-year term.
during which they shall function a.
resource persons in their circuit and
assist in implementing the Synod’s
resolutions.

Overtures to make the second and
third vice-presidents of Synod full-
time officials and to make the office
of exccutive director an elective office
were declined.

Other resolutions raise from 7 o
20 years the limitation on board of di-
rectors borrowing power for capital
investment  purposes; reduce the
members of the board of support and
pensions from 10 to St and urge Dis-
trict presidents and circuit counselors
to remind congregations to pav their
pastors and teachers adequate <al-
aries AW.G



Excerpts from the essay read to the

47th regular convention of

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
in New York City, July7—14, 1967,
on the theme: “Justified by Grace”

The Unity of the Churcl
Is a Unity of Faith

“Justified by grace” is the motto of
our meeting. “Justified by grace” is
the Good Word of God to a world
where the news is mostly bad. “Justi-
fied by grace” is Good News to all
men everywhere from God, who jus-
tifies the ungodly as a gift, purely of
the goodness of His own heart. . . .

“Justified by grace” is God’s ac-
tion in Christ by which the church is
born, lives, and grows throughout the
world — the church of which we say
and confess in the Nicene Creed: I
believe one, holy, catholic, and apos-
tolic church.

The church — one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic — lives and breathes
by the Gospel, summed up in this one
promise with all the authority of
God’s own Word to authenticate and
proclaim it: Justified by grace.

The Church Is One

The church is one. . .. There are
not many churches, nor even twin
churches, but one church. The church
has one Shepherd, who has one fold.

The oneness of the church is not a
mere academic fact to be disregarded
in the practical life of the church. In-
deed, the oneness of the church has
given hope to people caught in the
toils of persecution in our own time,
and it has built courage in hearts
gone faint in the face of enormous
problems faced by the church itself,
both within and without.

The church is God’s own special
product in the world, and He watches
over it. He has founded the church,
and He keeps it going. It is His seed
planted in the world, and He keeps it
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growing. It is His doing, and no man
is going to take the glory of it from
Him.

In every case where the church is
spoken of in the New Testament, it
is thought of as an assembly or as
assemblies acting in unity. It is not
that there were no difficulties in that
church and in those congregations.
There were. Some of those difficulties
were probably greater than those
commonly met with today. However,
it is Christ who gives the church its
unity, not the people.

Is the unity of the church perfect?
Not here. That is why it has been
given apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors, and teachers “for the perfect-
ing of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ; till we all come into the
unity of the faith and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.”

No church body, including our
own, can lay claim to being the one
church of which the New Testament
speaks. None is the whole body.
Every church body represents a cer-
tain historical tradition from which it
cannot wholly escape. That is why
the search for unity on the denomina-
tional or organizational level will
probably never supply the answer to
our Lord’s prayer that “they all may
be one.”

The search for unity is primarily a
matter of repentance and faith, not a
matter of organization.

Article 7 of the Augsburg Confes-
sion set the tone for considered Lu-
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theran action in the very comple
picture of disunity presented by or.
ganizational structures of the church
today. Institutions and customs es.
tablished by men should not be
allowed to stand in the way. The I y.
theran Confessions say that the unity
of the church is a unity of faith. For
such unity there must be consensuys
regarding the doctrine of the Gospel
and administration of the Sacraments.
Everything else, including the neces-
sity of identical church constitutions,
is secondary.

The Church Is Holy

The assertion that the church is
holy dare not blind anyone to the fact
that at least some of the criticism di-
rected at the church cannot be termed
groundless, even though it comes
from sources that can properly be
described as hostile to the church. In
fact, a good case can be made for the
fact that outright and honest hostility
can be more easily dealt with by the
church than studied indifference and
pious perfectionism. A hostile out-
sider can be a Pharisee, too, but the
finger-pointing, better-than-thou kind
of criticism is more likely to come
from within than from without. The
publican, as our Lord declared, and
even the prostitute are likely to enter
the portals of the Kingdom before the
Pharisee. .

We cannot play the Pharisec
There is worldliness in the church
and concession to the ethics of the
world, its modes and morality. There
is preoccupation with the goals of the
world which are allowed to influence
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Dr. O. C. J. Hoffmann, convention
essayist, has been the Lutheran Hour

speaker for 12 years.

the standards by which the church
measures the success of its work. . ..
There is professionalism on the part
of both clergy and laity, instead of
true Christian profession put into
genuine practice to demonstrate the
worth of the Christian faith for all to
see. There are pride, prejudice, and
passion, occasionally appearing in
forms which would do credit to the
world at its worst moments.

The church needs the prophetic
voice of protest against the evils of
the world and against evils within the
church itself. That voice cannot be
tinged with cynicism — not in the
face of what the Scriptures tell us re-
garding the holiness of the church.
This is the community of the living
disciples of Christ. . . . This is God’s
handiwork in the world — the holy
church of the living God.

The Church Is Catholic

Martin Luther again confirmed the
catholicity of the church with his
grace alone, faith alone, and Scrip-
ture alone. This is the teaching of the
church catholic, and by it the church
lives. The church catholic is made
up of men and women scattered
throughout the world who agree on
the Gospel and have the same Christ,
the same Holy Spirit, and the same
Sacraments.

Lutherans invested the word cath-
olic with Christological content.
Christ is everything. He is all in all.
Therefore, the Lutheran Confessions
could render the word ‘“catholic”
simply with the word “Christian,”
which is not an institutional designa-

AUGUST 1967

tion but advances the idea that the
church exists wherever the Gospel is
preached.

The catholicity of the church ex-
ists in spite of the fragmented nature
of Christendom. The fragmentation
is serious. In many cases it is not
just historical or traditional but has
to do with the heart of the life of the
church, its doctrine. Indeed, no
single church body and no single de-
nomination can lay full or exclusive
claim to the title or the attributes of
the church of God as it is described
in the New Testament. Yet the cath-
olicity of the church remains.

The ecumenical movement, good
as have been some of its intentions,
has also been characterized by the
mistaken idea that the catholicity of
the church has to be restored by put-
ting together somehow the pieces of
the church as if it were a gigantic
jigsaw puzzle. The trouble with that
approach is that the pieces do not fit
the picture of the church as it is por-
trayed in the New Testament. What
is needed is that the ecumenical
movement be infused with the spirit
of true catholicity, the reality and
power of which come to the church
from Christ Himself, being trans-
mitted to the church through the
God-given means of grace, the Gospel
and the Sacraments.

The Church Is Apostolic

The Lutheran Church has always
declared that the proclamation of the
Good Word of God in Christ and the
administration of the Sacraments in
accordance with the institution of
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Christ are the marks of the apostolic
church.

The church is apostolic when it
proclaims the Good News in Christ.
The Good News is proclaimed in
apostolic fashion when the testimony
of the lips is confirmed by the action
of the heart. The apostolic church
never forgets that people are people,
bewildered, confused, lost without
Christ. The apostolic church never
forgets that people are people with
bodies as well as souls. Their bodies
are redeemed as well as their souls.
Therefore, the apostolic church can-
not close its eyes to the cries of poor
and needy people.

In their outreach with the Gospel
the apostles did not distinguish be-
tween Jews and Gentiles. . . . The
time of grace for the Gentiles is also
the time of grace for Israel. The time
of grace for white people is also the
time of grace for black people or
brown people or yellow people. Saint
Paul says: “God has concluded them
all in unbelief that He might have
mercy on all.”

In the Nicene Creed, the confes-
sion of the church, we say: “I be-
lieve one, holy, catholic, and apos-
tolic church.” The first word, credo,
is important — “I believe.” Christ
may be invisible to the world, but He
is visible to faith. The church may be
invisible to the world, but it is dis-
cernible to faith. The big question
that faces us in the 20th century is
this: “Is our faith of such a nature
that the oneness, holiness, catholicity,
and apostolicity of the church is dis-
cernible to us?”

n



PARISH EDUCATION

. HRISTIAN EDUCATION is not op-
tional; it is an “essential function”
of each congregation, the New York
City convention declared.

Christian education for disciple-
ship, the delegates affirmed, “involves
growth in knowledge, in attitude, in
conduct, and in the skills of dis-
cipleship.”

Noting that the love of God in
Christ is the “interpreting key” to
the Bible, the convention also as-
serted that the church must encour-
age more extensive, intensive, and
evangelical use of the Bible in its
educational program for the renewal
of the church’s life and spirit.

The importance of training conse-
crated teachers was stressed because
Christian education is a lifelong pro-
cess. “Spiritual growth is both nec-
essary and possible at all age levels.”

Family attitudes and values were
seen as profoundly affecting family
members. “We affirm that the Chris-
tian family is an influential agency in
Christian education and that the
church must equip adults for their
important Christian mission.”

| Weaknesses

The need to recognize the essen-
tial nature of Christian education is
urgent, it was pointed out, because
of threats posed to the church by the
contemporary world and weaknesses
in the church’s life.

Cited as threats to the church by
the contemporary world were:

e A limited, basic religious train-
ing is made to seem unimportant in
the face of a phenomenal expansion
of knowledge and education in other
ficlds.

® The tremendous benefits of
science and technology have tended
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church.

to augment a spirit of materialism
which has led many to consider
Christian teachings and practices ir-
relevant to their lives.

® The growth of the mass media
has been accompanied by such a
deluge of information and entertain-
ment that the church is faced with
the problem of competing for the
time and interest of people.

® An increasing divorce rate, a
growth in crime and delinquency,
the widespread prevalence of im-
morality, an increased mobility of
individuals, constant population
shifts, a weakening of church tradi-
tions, and the increasing unwilling-
ness of parents to accept reponsibility
for Christian nurture — all contribute
to the weakening of family influences.

“Distressing” weaknesses within
the church were also detailed in the
“Parish Renewal Through Educa-
tion” resolution adopted:

® Widespread Biblical illiteracy
among church members is coupled
with their tendency to remain “audi-
ence” or “organization” rather than
to become dynamic disciples.

¢ The growth rate of our educa-
tional agencies has declined, our con-
firmed youth have too often become
Bible class dropouts, adult Bible class
accessions have not kept pace with
our growth in church membership.

® Many congregations not only
fail to provide professional leadership
for their programs of Christian edu-
cation but also neglect the training of
lay teachers and officers for this es-
sential effort.

* A too-general failure to involve
families in a program of planned
Christian nurture is symptomatic of
apathy toward organizing the local
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Growth in
Discipleship

During a convention service to consecrate the new Concordia Cate-
chism Series synodical president Oliver R. Harms receives graded
books from Dr. Walter M. Wangerin, editor and project director,
and then gives them to catechumens as representatives of jhe

congregation for a comprehensive
program of Christian education.

It was therefore resolved that the
Synod encourage each congregation
“to make a searching examination of
the nature, scope, and effectiveness
of its educational program.”

Each congregation was encouraged
to “act on its findings so that it will
maintain its strengths, correct its
weaknesses, and provide the maxi-
mum possible program of Christian
education for the sake of our church
in mission.”

To Eliminate Prejudice

A second major resolution which
has its applications to every congre-
gation and member of the Synod is
titled “To Warn Against Prejudice.™
It calls for the following action:

That the Synod acknowledge its
failure to be sensitive to the attitudes
of members toward people of other
religions, races, and ethnic groups
and that we ask the forgiveness of
those hurt or wronged by prejudicial
or loveless attitudes and acts of mern-
bers of the Synod;

That we urge every member of the
Synod to restudy the Scriptures and
specially prepared study materials on
the subject of prejudice in order to
be renewed in understanding, love,
and concern for all men of every re-
ligion, race, and ethnic group be-
cause all are loved by the Father.
have been redeemed by the Son, and
need the quickening of the Holy
Spirit.

That the Synod call on its merm-
bers to seek prayerfully to eliminate
all thoughts, words, and actions
which express and convey prejudicia!
or loveless attitudes and practices.

M. W. M.
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SPECIAL MINISTRIES

SEA OF
MISCELLANEA

C HARTING ITS COURSE through asea 25 percent of education costs. The number of years ago. Without re-
of miscellaneous items, the conven- delegates also endorsed congrega- viving on the ﬂc?or all df:t.ails of the
tion’s special ministries committee tional support for the university, sug- carlier convention decision, New
sailed along with brief stops at such gesting a 50-cents-per-communicant York delegates “assured Dr. Adolph

“ports” as convention sites and anni- goal. A. Brux that we desire to resolve the
versaries. causes of misunderstanding in the

One “iceberg” skirted was Valpa- Resolve Misunderstanding spirit of Christian love™ and “that we
raiso University. The convention re- Another iceberg concerned a 1917  implore the blessings of God upon

solved to study the possibility of re- St. Louis graduate and missionary to  Dr. Brux in the evening years of his
imbursing Valpo for students who Moslems whose ministry as a mission- life.” The resolution was adopted by
elect full-time church service — about ary of the Synod was terminated a a rising vote.

Convention Sites Chosen

On more pacific waters delegates
approved a “forward thrust” theme
for the 125th anniversary of Synod in
1972, including authorization for the
anniversary committee among other
projects “to arrange for sufficient
funds” for expansion of Concordia
Historical Institute. The estimate is
$500,000.

Despite overtures to make Saint
Louis a permanent convention site or

' CREEPING
' RED SEDUM
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® An extraordinary ground cover for

masses of summer flowers — ever-
green winter foliage!

Sedum Spurium, Dragon's Blood) Rock gardens, borders, edging, plols . . -
4 for (u:dermshuz:nll:ees, uncgt steep banks will be alive with carefree color when to glVC'lhe board of directors the ngh(
l you plant this Creeping Red Sedum. Just pIu;e Ihe;e :crdy, I:'Iorfhernl of cho:ce, delegates decided to B
nursery-grown plants obout one foot apart and walch them take over : - :
$1 .OO Fill izuilesome areas with a neat %" tall cover that spreads fast, yet tInue the Qractlce of convention selec-
l doesn't need pruning. Depend on it for bright red, starlike ﬂo“fon from tion and pleed Los Angeles for 1977
l (8 for $1.75) June through September — altractive, thick, semievergreen foliage the

rest of the year, even in sub-zero weather!

| (12 for $2.50) (Already approved are conventions
in Denver, 1969; Milwaukee, 1971:
New Orleans, 1973; and Toronto,
1975.)

Noting that 2,815 individuals in
Synod had contributed $102.856 to
the American Bible Society in 1966,
delegates urged individuals to in-
crease this support. The convention

Send no money; on delivery pay postman $1.00 for 4,
$1.75 for 8, or $2.50 for 12, plus COD charges. We
pay postage on prepaid orders. If not 100% suhsﬂ?d,
just return shipping label for refund of purchase price
— you keep the plants.

® Grows and spreads without special care,
in sun or shade, even in poor soil!

F WESLEY, Nursery Division FREE GIFT
'R‘.OR‘.JSIE, gept 6244-52, Bloomington, Il 61701

For your immediate order,
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: and Kansas City, Mo., for 1979.
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Send me Sedum plants (] Prepeid  [JCOD g amazing air plant leaf! also suggested that Bible societies
Lives on air — |ust pin to ., o ’
Name _ o curtain — sends out B pick more modern editions to circu-
i lonts! 4 X .

I ey 7P fo 12 iy new piont late than the King James Version.
City ____ State ——— _—

l—l —_—_———————————— e R. A.
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/
EBENEZER /

/ THANK YOU, VONNIE

I learned about you and your love for our Lord Jesus Christ from your
pastor, Carleton Zahn. Here are some of the things he wrote:

“I was having difficulty finding a person who would agree to be our
director and would do the kind of job the Thankoffering deserved. Finally
[ learned that [ might be looking in the wrong places, that is, in the homes
of able-bodied people who tend to take life for granted. I went to a home
at which the world would have suggested [ had no right to stop. It was the
home of a young woman stricken with multiple sclerosis. She is confined
to a wheelchair, unable to manage on her own, even with crutches.

"Ebenezer Thankoffering directors don’t grow on trees, and one might
assume at first (but only at first) that they don’t grow out of such condi-
tions as these either. Miss Nehls eagerly accepted my suggestion that she
lead our congregation in thanksgiving under the Ebenezer plan. She
accepted with tears in her eyes the opportunity to serve her Lord from her
pulpit on wheels.

“I mention all this not to glorify Yvonne but to glorify the Lord of her
life. Her very words to me were: ‘People have often let me down, but Jesus
Christ has never let me down!" This was her way of saying that she is
glad to be alive (just the way she is!).

“I see her being carried up several steps each Sunday morning by two
husky men of the congregation. But I wonder who is carrying whom.

“There are many Sunday mornings when I walk my two blocks to my
church. I may feel defeated or full of complaints, tired or disgusted.
These are the Sunday mornings on which Yvonne Nehls carries me up
that flight of stairs; she lifts my faith to face the gracious Lord. She helps
me preach my sermon. She is my crutch that shows me how to be thankful
that [ am alive, especially alive in the risen Christ. (This is not at all the
kind of thanks one feels when he sees someone less fortunate and says,
‘I'm thankful I'm not in that condition.” It is thanks anchored in Christ.)

“If it were not for Jesus, there would be neither the reason nor the
strength for Yvonne or me to tackle that flight of stairs or anything else.

“Because Ebenezer also means saying something to one another in
witness to our faith, I am sending you this story. Perhaps it might help
someone else. | keep thinking Yvonne may be part of God’s plan to carry
our whole Synod ‘up the stairs’ to thankfulness — Ebenezer style!”

Then your pastor also enclosed the personal doxology, Vonnie, which
you wrote sometime ago:

Yvonne Nehls

I'm thankful for . . .

The answers to my prayers, even the silly ones.

My wheelchair that carries me to places near and far.

(It is a magic carpet that even takes me square dancing.)

My crutches that are an extension of my arms to propel me on my way.

I'm thankful for . . .

My eyes that still can see the beauties of the everyday world.
My ears to hear the melodies that float on the air.

My fingers that can feel the rough and the smooth.

My tongue that tells me of the bitter and sweet.

My voice to say, “"Thank you,” or, “Excuse me,” or, “I'm sorry.”

I'm thankful for . . .

The time given me to watch, to contemplate, to observe.

The ending of a rat race I used to be in though at the time I was not
aware of it.

The peace given me while the outside world races on and on and on.

Thank you, Vonnie. Thank You, God, for Vonnie and for her pastor.
MARTIN L. KOEHNEKE
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BEFORE THEY START
TO LEAVE

By Walter Riess

18 chapters of quiet direc-
tions to help adults byild
lasting relationships  with
youth while they are still in
the home, school, and

church. Paperbound, $1.50.
Order No. 12W2270

' TWo BOOKs FOR MODERN GHRISTIANS
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GOOD LORD,
WHERE ARE YOU?

By Leslie F. Brandt

A unique book of 47 free-verse
prayers based on the Psalms. Each
prayer translates both the anguish
and the joy of the psalmist info the
language and situation of modern
man.

Paperbound, Order No. 12W226°
$1.75

CONCORDIA
PUBLISHING HOUSE

3558 South Jefferson
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WHAT'S BEING SAID IN PRINT

Thomas Merton’s Seeds of De-
struction has been around for several
years. Its influence has been dispro-
portionate to its size. Merton’s style
does not seek to impress anyone with
its brilliance, nor do the contents la-
bor to sound scholarly. But both
style and contents are singularly im-
pressive.

Perhaps it is the utter honesty and
openness of a man who has deep
places in his soul from which to bring
mature Christian thoughts that pulls
readers into this little book. In any
event Macmillan Company has done
a wise and good thing to bring out
the Trappist monk’s book in a §1.45
paperback this year.

In a way some of the contents are
dated. Observations on civil rights
made only a few years ago when read
now show us how a revolution ebbs
and flows swiftly and unpredictably.
The opening 50 pages of the volume
offer “Letters to a White Liberal,”
written in the early summer and the
fall of 1963. Though they therefore
predate the Civil Rights act, the com-
ments Merton makes dig deep into
the struggles and the circumstances
that make legislation necessary and
also cause it alone to be insufficient.

Letters from One Apart

It is clear to Merton even when
writing these letters that the Negro
“is going to have to obtain some kind
of power” and that violence in the
race crisis is likely. Certainly Negroes
will not gradually and quietly “fit in”
to white society.

The white, Merton warns, should
not imagine that the Negro hopes to
become like him. With an edge of
sadness and chagrin the author says
to the white liberal that in the Negro
revolution to come “you will prefer
your own security to everything else.
and you will be willing to sacrifice the
Negro to preserve yourself.”

Diaspora Irreversible

In part two of the 224-page paper-
back edition of his book Merton talks
about what he terms The Diaspora,
an irreversible situation Christians
must recognize: They will never
change the City of Man into the City
of God.

According to him the impact of
the church today and in the future
will depend “on the openness, the
freedom, the total sincerity with
which the ordinary Christian is pre-
pared to meet the non-Christian on
his own ground and awaken him to

September 28 to October 14, 1967
ESCORT: Dr. ). A. O. Preus

Also:
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mr. Fritz Weidhaoas
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TWO DEPARTURES

yisit the Land of the Reformation on the 450th anniversary.

EAST GERMANY: East Berlin, Wiltenberg, leipzig, Halle, Eisenach, Eisleben, Nurnberg,
Weimar, Erfurt, and the Wartburg

WEST GERMANY: West Berlin, Worms, Heidelberg, Bremen, Hamburg, Hanover, Coblenz,
Bonn, Cologne, Rhine River cruise, and the Block Forest

Amsterdam — Paris — lucerne
All expense — First class throughout — Reservations limited — Book early

Please send brochure and detailed information fo:

October 14 to November 4, 1967
ESCORT: Dr. Waller Wolbrecht

Mr. Jack Fleischli
Lutheran Travel Bureou, Inc., Depl. LW
8145 Delmar Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 63130

City/State fZIP

S

AUGUST 1967

the truth of the Gospel in terms that
he can understand and accept.”

His comments on Gandhi are sig-
nificant. He sees him as exemplary
for the way by which men are like]y
to be influenced most in our time: by
gathering in almost monastic groups
around an exceptional leader. Mer-
ton defines Gandhi's way as “simply
to follow conscience without regard
for the consequences to himself, ip
the belief that this was demanded of
him by God and that the results
would be the work of God."”

The remainder of Seeds of De-
struction brings 35 letters Merton
wrote from his Kentucky monastic
life to people in widely diverse walks
of life and realms of experience. Al-
ways his words are warm and crystal
clear, his thoughts eminently sane,
his approach loving.

In one letter he emphasizes the
need for people to cry out to one
another with the truth of Christ and
states in that context that “faith can-
not be preserved if reason goes under,
and the church cannot survive if man
is destroyed.”

On New Year’s Day in 1962 he
writes: “Our sudden, unbalanced,
top-heavy rush into technological
mastery has left us without the spiri-
tual means to face our problems.” Ip
the same year he wrote in another let-
ter that “the mentality of this country
as I now understand it is utterly sin-
ister, desperate, belligerent, illogical
The same letter states: “But om; won-
ders just what can be done, when the
country is in the grip of the business-
military complex that lives on the
weapons and is dominated by them.”

There is a sombre tone to this en-
tire book. But it is not pessimism.
The joy of life and the vigor of Chris-
tian hope penetratc even Merton’s
darkest forebodings. In a letter to a
woman who has asked him whether
he is weary he states: “We are like a
bunch of drunken men at the last end
of a long stupid party. falling over the
furniture in the twilight of dawn. |
hope it is dawn.” — O. §.



Lay Ministries

Silver Linings

John Mockovciak, Jr.

Translating Gen. 1:28 into modern idiom, John
Mockovciak, Jr.,, a member of St. Luke Lutheran
Church, Dix Hills, Long Island, predicts:

— After landing a man on the moon, an immediate
United States goal will be establishing a manned space
station for trips to other planets.

— This multimanned space station could be launched
by the mid-1970s to begin “a period of extensive manned
habitation and exploration of the earth’s orbital region.”

— By this date there will be unmanned landings on
Mars and Venus, and fly-bys of Venus and Mars by the
late 1970s.

— Permanent scientific facilities will be established
on the moon by 1980.

Mockovciak knows what he’s forecasting because
he’s head of the Advanced Space Systems department of
Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp., Bethpage, L. 1.,
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which has the prime contract for the lunar excursion
module being built for the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration’s Apollo program. St. Luke Pastor
Lester Messerschmidt says Mockovciak views this work
as part of God’s directive to subdue the earth and have
dominion over it.

Despite a grueling schedule with trips to Houston.
Washington, Alabama, Florida, and California, Moc-
kovciak serves as chairman of St. Luke Congregation and
as a member of its executive planning council. He and
his wife — charter members of the 5-year-old congrega-
tion — assist as junior high counselors.

Referring to his congregation chairman, Pastor Mes-
serschmidt adds: “His vast knowledge of space ilfld
space technology have served only to reinforce his faith
in a majestic God who entered space and time in His
Son for our redemption.”

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS



Golden Days
Albert C. Abel

Envy St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Fort Dodge,
Iowa!

In the church office serves a lifelong Lutheran resi-
dent of Fort Dodge, a retired assistant postmaster, an
acting business manager, a plant overseer, and an office
worker for mimeographing, stencil work, financial rec-
ords, and mailings to the more than 900 congregation
families.

Some staff, you say. Not a staff, but one man, Albert
C. Abel, who retired Jan. 1, 1955, as Fort Dodge assistant
postmaster to begin some spare-time work in the church
office. Now he’s working 30 to 40 hours a week for
token remuneration.

There are other semi-retired and retired men and
women who have (1) knowledge of the church and its
workings, (2) local background, (3) professional ex-
perience, (4) interest, and (5) time. Abel believes that
perhaps more retired persons don’t take up this challenge
either because they are overlooked by their local congre-
gation or because they feel timid about asking whether
1hey can Serve. .

“pDon’t be afraid to volunteer your services,” says
this veteran of 77 years. “With the love of Christ con-
straining you, the Lord can and surely will use you in
that capacity for which you are fitted.”

About his business manager, senior pastor Paul R.
Heckmann adds: “In his quiet, humble fashion he indi-
cates very strongly that he is serving his Lord and his
congregation because it is his privilege to do so. His
dedication is boundless.”
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Polished Talent
Rodney Pelander

Ask this 15-year-old accordionist to play something
besides “Lady of Spain,” and he will.

Both a Minnesota first-place winner and a national
second runner-up in accordion competition, Rodney
Pelander of Duluth, Minn., is also a member of the Du-
luth Accordionaires. The teen-age band has won top
honors in American Accordionist Association nationals
since the band was formed in 1951.

Besides competing, the 23 teen-agers play for school
assemblies, for conventions in the new arena-auditorium,
and for concerts. Last year’s national championship
earned the band a tour of Italy and an appearance on
Johnny Carson's “Tonight” show on its return.

Despite the natural talent and a rewarding beginning
Rodney doesn’t plan to follow in the steps of the Har-
monicats. Rather he might use his accordion to teach
others, helping pay his way to a teacher's degree, per-
haps at Concordia College, St. Paul.

In Redeemer Lutheran Congregation, Duluth, Rod-
ney served as head acolyte during the past year, was
elected to the Walther League board, and was an as-
sistant during the vacation Bible school. At home he
and his two brothers and their father had to share the
work, following the death of Mrs. Lester Pelander last
year. Together they're doing a fine job.
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some young Lutherans
from the North changed

their minds

about Negroes

o see Negro farmers plowing their
! small fields with mules and hand

plows was a revelation to a group
of young Lutherans from Blooming-
ton, Ill., who recently made a trip to
Selma, Ala.

To see the “broken-down shacks”
some of these rural Alabamians call
home was another.

And then there were Negroes who
seemed to be “still slaves for whites.”

But what impressed the youthful
visitors even more was the friendli-
ness they encountered.

They left Bloomington in an appre-
hensive mood, not quite sure how
students at Selma Lutheran Academy
and College would react to their visit.

“I didn’t know how they would act
toward us,” a 14-year-old high school
freshman said. “I thought maybe they
would ignore us.”

A 15-year-old youth had Alabama
pictured as one “great turmoil,” the
scene of “‘many race riots.”

At formal

and informal
get-togethers
Selma and
Bloomington
students talk
about common
interests

and goals.

in the South

But to his “great surprise” he
found the people “very friendly and
very helpful in showing us around.”

“My ideas about Negroes really
changed after I saw how friendly and
polite they were,” commented a fel-
low Walther Leaguer who also came
with misgivings.

The Selma students “included us
in their activities,” she added. “They
treated us like ‘one of the gang.””

Rev. James H. Wessel, pastor of

Bloomington’s Redeemer Con-
gregation, was to encourage “a posi-
tive approach” to the racial unrest
“plaguing our country.” :

The Walther Leaguers, ranging in
age from 14 to 18, had a chance to
live on the campus with the Selma
students.

“By living with the students,” Pas-
tor Wessel said, “they had oppor-

Purpose of the trip, according to

tunity to learn to know them as fo].
low Christians, to share their be-
liefs and hopes, to talk about the;-
joys and sorrows.” )

The visitors ate all their meals ip,
the dining hall and attended classe<

“We arranged for a number of in-
formal group discussion periods =
which the young people got ac.
quainted and exchanged ideas,” saig
the school’s president, Rev. Payl G
Elbrecht. “They talked about theis
family backgrounds, their interests
and their plans for vocation.” '

therans show how Prejudice
withers when Christians meet in
a proper setting.

I thought I would have to stay
with a Negro girl,” said one with th=
bluntness typical of youth, “and I
didn’t like the idea.”

“But all this changed within a little
while,” she went on. “I never be-
lieved that I could be so friendly
with Negroes.” )

“The faculty at Selma and the
kids,” another Walther Leaguer said.
“were some of the finest people I've
met — people just the same as me
Wonderful, friendly people.”

One of the boys believed that the
Alabama school deserves help to pro-
vide “a better, more rounded educa-
tion.” Especially needed, he felt, are
a new dormitory, a library, and “a
good athletic program with a gym.”

Another boy feared Alabama Lu-
theran Academy and College was not
being improved ‘“because it might
hurt the feelings of Southern whites if
Negroes were educated and could
hold the same jobs as they do or
better jobs.”

C omments of the Bloomington I u-

Bloomington gir's
leaving this hall
on the Selma
campus will
remember the
person whose
name it bears

THE LUTHERAN WITNES



n Pastor Wessel's opinion the
I school may not be “the full an-

swer”” or “even a part of the best
answer.” But the Selma campus, he
said. is something in which the church
“is and has been involved in a posi-
tive way.”

It is impossible “to sit back and
pontificate on the problems of the
racial issue and on the work accomp-
lished by our church at the Selma
school,” he remarked.

Carroll Ohlde, St. Louis semi-
narian vicaring at the Bloomington
church, cited the Selma campus as
“an example of Christians caring —
caring about the situation of the
Negro.”

“] was impressed,” the vicar said,
“by the concern of Selma students to
educate themselves and help them-
selves. They need our help and sup-
port. A school like Selma is needed
to help them educationally and finan-
cially.”

academy and college the Bloom-
ington group toured the so-called
central Alabama mission field.

“This is the area,” says President
Elbrecht, “where under the leader-
ship of Dr. Rosa J. Young and, more
recently, of Rev. Walter Ellwanger
the Lutheran Church has carried on
its work among Negroes in the
South.”

The group stopped at Arlington,
which has a new Lutheran elemen-
tary school resulting from the con-
solidation of four rural schools.

“Many readers will remember the
A School for Reggie filmstrip and the
gifts gathered from various parts of
the Synod to support this project,”
according to President Elbrecht.

Besides attending classes at the

Friendliness
shown by Selma
students quickly
dispels misgivings
of the young
Lutherans from
Bloomington, Il

Another stop on the tour was at
Vredenburgh, where three small rural
parishes have combined to build a
new house of worship with the help of
fellow Lutherans.

On the tour the visitors saw “quite
a few old and broken-down shacks.”

“It was hard to believe,” one girl
said, “‘that people could live in those
shacks.”

Particularly in the countryside,
Vicar Ohlde observed, “the majority
have the poorest homes ['ve seen in
all my life. What my grandfather
told me existed 60 to 70 years ago
on his farm in Kansas seems to be
the situation here — maybe worse.”

Again and again he saw “a mule.
a hand plow, and a Negro following
behind!”

Highlight of the tour for all the

visitors was a stop at the home

of Dr. Young. The 77-year-old
pioneer missionary and teacher, now
retired from her faculty post at Sel-
ma, lives on a hilltop in a wooded
area near the spot where she began
her first Lutheran school at Rosebud.

“l had the privilege of meeting
the woman behind all the mission
schools — Rosa Young,” said one of
the girls. *‘She could live in a new
home with beautiful furniture, but
she chose to live in her old family
home.

“She is an example of how the
Lord works through one person to
accomplish a lot.”

Rosa Young “has left her mark.”
another girl said. “On our jaunt
through the country we saw all her
work.” _

The need for workers in missions
is “tremendous.” she added. “As we
were traveling, a feeling came over
me. . . . I felt as though I should
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do something, and | want to.
bless this work.”

The young people returned 1o
Bloomington “‘richer for their ¢xperi-
ence, and I'm sure they grew a great

God

deal,” Pastor Wessel wrote the
WITNESS.

And President Elbrecht wrote-
“Our students benefited from the
trip. It was encouraging to them to
see this interest on the part of a group
of young people from another state.

“One thought repeatedly expressed
was that this is the kind of experience
many more of our young people could
benefit from.

“It would, as we see the situation.
help many of our Lutheran people to
take it upon themselves to become
better acquainted with the problems.
the aspirations, and whatever else
they may find — especially at Ala-
})ama Lutheran Academy and Col-
ege.”

from Bloomington expressed it
“I feel that if we could only
encourage more people to visit Lu-
theran Academy and College here in
Selma. it would change a lot of their
ideas about Negroes. Negroes are
human just like we are. They should
have all the rights we do. People
down here are 100 years behind. [f
only more people would realize this
and do something about it — like
helping them with a good education
— it would be a big step forward.”
"I think if every person would put
pride and selfishness aside and think
about others and help these people
get an education, we could then work
together with them and get twice as
much done for our Lord and His
church.”

Here is how two of the visitors



An episode from life

told by a 74-year-old Chicagoan

whose church and civic activities

won for him election to the

1963 “City-Wide Hall of Fame"” —
the only sightless person to have
been so honored.

“I'll
Be
Seeing
You™

very thing for the purpose.

I had been taking notes
from a Hadley School home-study
braille textbook, and loose papers
were beginning to accumulate. The
Eton Shop usually had what [ wanted
in stationery supplies, so I decided to
go there.

“Tex,” I said to my Leader dog,
“how would you like to go for a
walk?”

With a happy bark my ever-willing
companion darted to his harness and
leash, hanging in their usual place on
the doorknob, and waited. I put on
my hat and coat, then held the har-
ness for Tex, who stood a bit impa-
tiently while I fastened the buckle
and snapped on the leash. We were
on our way.

It was a beautiful autumn day,
pleasantly cool, and I could hear the
occasional sound of a rake and caught
the odor of burning leaves. I tried to
visualize the gay colors of the foliage
and felt invigorated by the stimulating
atmosphere and the brisk walk.

Tex too seemed to be exhilarated
because he had gradually been in-
creasing his pace and signaled his
contentment with his tail, which beat
rhythmically against my leg. I reached
down with an encouraging pat: “Tex,
you're a good boy!”

We had walked several blocks —
Tex always stopped to indicate curbs
— when we halted again. At 57th
Street, 1 reflected, a busy crossing.
| stood with Tex on my left and
listened to determine the direction of
the traffic flow.

Someone, 1 became aware, was on
my right. Then a man spoke: “May
I cross the street with you?”

: ly his words were addressed
:nly it occurred to me

f loose-leaf binder, I mused. The

Arno W. Kupsch and Tex

that just a moment before I had heard
the tap of a cane. Could this man be
blind or lame? I wondered.

Without stopping to consider the
responsibility I was about to assume,
I answered: “Certainly!”

Immediately traffic began moving
in our direction, so I quickly added,
“Here, take my arm.” To Tex I gave
the word “Forward!”

The stranger seemed about to fal-
ter and started to speak: “Are you
blind too? Is that a guide dog?”

“Yes, I’'m blind,” I replied, “and
Tex is a Leader dog.”

“I use a cane,” he remarked.

Before I could offer any comment,
he added: “I still have light percep-
tion. Can you see at all?”

“No,” was my brief answer.

“But how fast you walk, and how
quickly you seem to recognize ob-
stacles!” he exclaimed. Then imme-
diately: “Ever use a cane?”

“For a few months,” I told him,
“but that did not give me the mo-
bility 1 desired. So when I learned
about Leader dogs, 1 proceeded to
get one. Tex sees for me and relieves
me of much anxiety.”

Halting at another crossing, my
new friend and I agreed that we had
reached 59th Street.

“I turn east here,” he said, ex-
plaining that he was on his way to
visit an old man, a paralytic, who had
long been a shut-in.

“I read to him from my braille
books. Where are you going?”

“Tex is taking me to 63d Street
to buy a loose-leaf binder.” I replied.

As he moved off to the accompani-
ment of the soft-tapping cane, his
voice came back soft and clear: “I'll
be seeing you.”

[ paused thoughtfully. Then to
Tex, “Forward!”
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450th Reformation
Anniversary Tours,

Take one of these tours and you will
visit the places where Martin Luther stood
up for his beliefs and fostered what was
to become the Lutheran Church. The
Castle Church at Wittenberg, where he
preached, where he posted his 95 theses
and where he was buried. The monument
at Worms, where he was asked to recant.

There are 32 tours leaving from M
through December. Each tgur is |e3r§';
one of the Lutheran ministers listed below.

Though each tour visits Martin Luther’s
home and church, as well as Scandinayia
they differ widely in the other places they
visit. Some go to Italy, some to the Holy
Lz«.mclzici There is even a tour around the
world.

The tours start at $725. For a copy of
our complete tour folder call your trayel
agent and ask him for the SAg 450th Re-
formation Anniversary Tours. Or write to
SAS, Dept. ZS, 138-02 Queens Blyd.,
Jamaica, New York 11435,

Tour Leaders:

Rev. Dr. Paul W. Baer, Indianapolis, Ind.;
Rev. Walter G. Boss, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; Rev.
Dr. Louis T. Buchheimer Wantagh, L.I.;
Rev. Dr. Lloyd L. Burke, Los Angeles,
Calif.; Rev. Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer, St.
Louis, Mo.; Rev. Duane H. Carlson, Spring-
field, Va.; Rev. Dr. C. J. Curtis, Chicago,
Il.; Rev. Dr. Curtis E. Derrick, Savannah.,
Ga.; Rev. Kenneth E. Farb, Chicago, III;
Rev. Dr. A. G. Fjellman, Seattle, Wash
Rev. William H. Hecht, Norman, Okla.;
Rev. Dr. Elmer S. Hjortland, Oak Park, |li.;
Rev. Harry N. Huxhold, Indianapolis, Ind.:
Rev. Dr. Paul E. Jacobs, Calif./Nev. Dist.,
Missouri Synod; Rev. Dr. A. R. Kretzmann.
Chicago, lil.; Rev. Dr. Justus Kretzmann,
Florissant, Mo.; Rev. Dr. W. Harry Krieger,
Jackson, Mich.; Rev. Dr. Gerhard Krode!,
Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Clarence L. Lee,
Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Robert K. Menzel,
Portland, Ore.; Rev. Maynard Midthun,
Eau Claire, Wis.; Rev. Dr. Paul H. A.
Noren, Denver, Colo.; Rev. Norman G.
Pfotenhauer, Honolulu, Hawaii; Rev. Wil-
liam G. Polack, Denver, Colo.; Rev.
Rudolph A. Ramseth, Sacramento, Calif ;
Rev. Harold V. Schmidt, Vincennes, Ind.;
Rey. Dr. Carl W. Segerhammar, Los
Angeles, Calif.; Rev. Clarence William Sol-
berg, Washington, D.C.; Rev. Dr. Richard
Sommerfeld, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; Rev. George
A. Spindt, Redwood City, Calif.; Rev. C. é
Tellekson, Duluth, Minn.; Rev. William N
Thurber, Indianapolis, Ind.; Rev. Fre
erick L. Von Husen, Wahiawa, Hawali; Rev
Dr. E. P. Weber, Portland, Ore%on; Rev
Erling H. Wold, Grand Forks, N.D.
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The Day They
JAILED
the PASTOR

Last April police “raided” the basement of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Chicago, where about three
dozen youth had gathered. Two Prince of Peace volun-
teers and a young member of the congregation were
arrested and booked for contributing to the delinquency
of minors. When Pastor Larry Morkert went to the
precinct station to inquire about the arrest, similar
charges were placed against him, and he was held also.
Bond was secured for them from other Lutherans who
heard of it after some hours.

Behind the incident lay the story of complaints to
police by citizens about youth gangs. On that day at
Holy Trinity eight youths were charged with truancy and
returned to their parents; the rest of the young people
slipped away. True, the youths were between 13 and
16 years of age and should have been in school. But is it

reasonable to suppose that had the church been closed
to them, they would have been in the classroom?

Holy Trinity is a small congregation serving the
densely populated housing area called Robert Tayior
Homes. The church is trying to make welcome the kind
of youth who have little home life and tend to group into
gangs. In this the church is surely not the enemy of law
enforcers and actually serves the community’s interests
also.

When the arrests were made last April, a young Lu-
theran housewife and mother set down her personal re-
actions as she heard of the action. Perhaps reading her
comments will help others see how complex and difficult
the race question is and how important and necessary
it is for Christians to get involved in progress toward
some solutions.

finally know what it is —
humiliation, anger, utter
helplessness.  And you
won’t read about this in the
paper. That’s the ironic thing —
something so big in my life, and you
won’t read about it.

Two years ago we sat in little
groups in middle-class living rooms
and argued about the problems of the
world. The next morning they were
forgotten, for they were not to be
seen. Then we moved to the city, my
family and I, and there was a lot to
be seen. Loneliness, mainly, and
utter despair. Not only for the Negro
— but he stood out. And tonight his
problem has been seared into my
heart, and my tears of futility are a
memorial to his pain and degradation.

Tonight my friend is in jail, and
his young wife has frantically spent
the day raising money to get him and
his youth out. He has been called
names and been dragged without
ceremony from his world in the sun.
He is not Negro, but his life is with
the black, and this dear friend tonight
must ask an agonizing “Why?”
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Why is his church locked tonight
and his congregation without their
father? For Larry is this, and more.
His whiteness has been accepted and,
finally, trusted and loved, for his
black people know this young man
from South Dakota came with love
and a dogged determination to find
thenr a place in the sun too.

But at least I'm not ignorant any
more, and I pray that God will make
me tolerant of those who are. I'm
still middle class and white and afraid
to be hurt and selfish. But I have
children who must grow from the
hurt I feel tonight, whose lives are be-
ginning in a world crying for involve-
ment and concern.

Larry is a clergyman who has
chiseled his way inch by inch through
suspicion . . . his own and his
people’s.

The first year was hard for his wife
because she was soon pregnant and
found adjustments tossed her way
faster than she could even compre-
hend them. But together Kathy and
Larry took each day as God sent it
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and fought for a place —to be rec-
ognized as caring.

The women in the community soon
took Kathy to their hearts, which was
bound to happen, and Larry soon dis-
covered that the gangs, the organized
young men in the black community,
were drawn to him. And let me tell
you that Larry Morkert is a man you
automatically trust. And tonight he’s
In jail, in a dank, stinking cell, on a
charge of “contributing to the delin-
quency of minors.”

Because the gangs came to him
and ate their lunches in his church
and told him their troubles and re-
lied on him for help. that church s
locked.

I'm sick with humiliation for him.
The shock of realizing that this will
never be read in a paper: that
people will remain ignorant and safe,
makes me wring my hands. How can
I help the Larry Morkerts, the thou-
sands in this city who quietly do what
they must only to get beaten and
threatened? God. give me courage to
do what can be done. if only to share
the courage of others '
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AAL’s :
“student
specnal” MONEY-FOR-LIVING

solves college man’s life insurance dilemma

Youd like to take full advantage of lower rates by insuring now. But your budget is slim. So
it's not easy to buy all the life insurance tomorrow’s responsibilities and opportunities call for.
@ Answer? For Lutherans age 16-25 who can qualify, AAL's Student Special affords —not
Just temporary coverage -but an extremely flexible lifetime program of savings and protection.
Without “war clause exclusions. Complete with AAL's Guaranteed Purchase Options which
make certain you can buy additional insurance when you are ready for it, or as responsibilities
Increase. . Student Special life insurance is affordable now, expandable later. It's offered by
America's largest fraternal life insurer, source of over $2 million of fraternal and benevolence
expenditures yearly @ Get in touch with your AAL representative. Let him help @

you solve your life insurance dilemma with Student Special savings and protection.

AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS - APPLETON, WISCONSIN
Largest Fraternal Life Insurance Society in America
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