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SoON AFTER HE ARRIVED in the United States to say "Thank you" for gifts to German churches made through Lutheran World Action, Pastor Heinrich Falk was a guest in our home. I had prepared the guest room and placed a big new bar of soap, still in its wrapper. in the adjoining bath. 
When time came to freshen up before dinner, I directed Dr. Falk to his room and darted back to the kitchen stove. A second later he stood at the kitchen door, holding the still-wrapped bar of soap. 

Precious Bar 

"I can't use this," he said as though I had suggested he take a chip off the Hope Diamond. "It is too large a bar. Just give me a small scrap. That will be sufficient for me." 
I TOLD HIM WITH MOck severity that I would not give him a small scrap of soap and that he must use the bar provided or go dirty. I further assured him that we would not 

waste the remainder. 
Later that same evening at church, he described the joy among the deaconesses in a 

German orphanage over the arrival of soap from America--enough to wash the hands and 
face of every small child in the homeand I knew what he meant. Ever since then, when 

ever I unwrap a bar of soap I give a little prayer of thanks for this commonplace but 
important article. Too often we take for granted these ordinary, everyday things of life. 

-MRS. C. S. WESSINGER 
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THE CHURCH IN THE NEWS 
Lutherans bring 1000 refugees 

A thousand people wouldn't make 
much difference in the U.S. population 
-which is now increasing about 250,000 
a month. But to the thousand refugees, 
brought to America this summer by U.S. 
Lutherans, the trip across the Atlantic 
was a new beginning of life. 

Not since the big days of the displaced 
persons migration, ending in 1951, had 
Lutheran Refugee Service had such busy 
months as July and August this year. 
Immigrants arriving in July numbered 
464, and the August total may reach 500. 

There were 278 Lutheran-sponsored 
refugees on the "General Langfitt" which 
reached New York July 12, and another 
266 when the ship returned Aug. 6. Some 
came by chartered planes. Church work 
ers met all arrivals, and hurried them to 
trains taking them to communities where 
Lutheran sponsors have found homes and 
jobs for them. 

More promises made 
A "gradual increase" this month in the 

number of assurances of homes and jobs 
for immigrants was reported by Dr. Cor 
delia Cox of Lutheran Refugee Service. 
To Aug. 5, there had been 4,210 promises 
to find places for immigrant families. The 
largest number (670) came from north 
ern Ilinois, with Ohio-Indiana (564) 
second. New York City provided 375 
promises, and the rest of New York State 

264. There were 302 promises from 
Michigan. 

To June 30 Lutheran Refugee Service 
had lent $32,279 to immigrants in help-
ing them get settled. Refugees have al-
ready repaid S13,497. Some repayments 
came from people who have been in the 
U.S. only three months. 
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The U.S., is third on the list of nations 
welcoming European refugees this year. 
At the top of the list are Australia and 
Canada. 

Sunday closing 
"Go TO CHURCH TODAY SEE Us 

TOMORROW," an auto dealer advertised 
in a Racine, Wisconsin, Sunday news 
paper. Many dealers were not satisfied 
to wait until Monday for business. A 
tidal wave of Sunday store opening had 
set in. 

"Religious leaders, business interests, 
the newspapers, and other interested 
parties should be called into a full-scale 
conference to search for ways of pre 
venting the growing menace of the vio 
lation of the Sabbath," advised Senator 
Mike Monroney in Washington. He said 
District of Columbia merchants are trying 
to make Sunday "the big bargain day of 
the week." 

A plumbing and heating firm in Wash 
ington took a full-page newspaper ad to 
explain why it does business on Sunday. 
It limits Sunday activity to servicing air 
conditioners during the hot weather, the 
ad said. "We firmly believe that non 
essential business should not be conducted 
on Sunday." The ad was an answer to 
a letter the Washington Federation of 
Churches sent to business places in the 
area which have kept open on Sunday. 

Bella completes European service 
There had been no Iron Curtain in the 

early days of Lutheran World Action. 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Poland got 
big shipments of clothing, medicine, plus 
cash to rebuild churches. In 1947 an 
American pastor, Dr. J. Igor Bella, went 
to Czechoslovakia (where he was born) 
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DR. J. IGOR BELLA 

"Forever forbidden" 

and set up headquarters in Bratislava for 
distribution of Lutheran aid among Slo 
vak churches. 

In 1949 the Red government banished 
Dr. Bella, and said he is "forever for 
bidden" to re-enter Czechoslovakia. For 
the next six years his office was in Swit 
zerland, where he directed Lutheran 
World Federation work in a half-dozen 
European countries. 

This month Dr. Bella completed his 
European labors and started home. He 
will teach Old Testament at Hamma Di 

vinity School, Springfield, Ohio. He has 
a Ph.D. from Yale and studied at the 

American School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem. 

Missouri Synod gets another chance 
The Wisconsin Synod had stood 

shoulder-to-shoulder with the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod through fierce 

doctrinal arguments for 62 years. They 
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accused most other Lutheran denomina 
tions of a variety of heresies, and refused 
to join in worship with others or to co 
operate in church work. 

Gradually the Missouri Synod aban 
doned its exclusiveness, negotiated a doc 
trinal agreement with the American Lu 
theran Church, and shared with the 
National Lutheran Council in such proj 
ects as refugee resettlement, ministry to 
personnel in the armed forces. 

Wisconsin Synod Lutherans Con 
demned their Missouri brethren for de 
parting from the ways of the fathers, and 
hurled at them one of their favorite Bible 
texts: "I appeal to you, brethren, to take 

note of those who create dissensions and 
difficulties, in opposition to the doctrine 
which you have been taught; avoid them" 
(Romans 16:17). 

This month Wisconsin Lutherans voted 
on whether to break the ties they have 
with the Missouri Synod in the Synodical 
Conference. The vote was 94 to 47 to 
postpone the decision a year. Missouri 
Synod President John W. Behnken ap 
pealed to the Wisconsin convention for 
moderation. There are "problems we 
must face, and they are hard to solve," 
he said. 

Missouri had already solved one prob 
lem: this month it announced it is ending 
its co-operation with the National Lu 
theran Council in postwar ministry to 
Lutheran refugees in England. 

AELC to reconsider ULC merger in '56 
The American Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, a 22,000-member denomination 
of Danish ancestry, was close this month 
to a decision to become a synod of the 
United Lutheran Church. The vote was 
157 to 124 in favor, 31 votes short of the 

necessary two-thirds majority. 
The vote reflected the desire of some 

delegates to await the outcome of merge 
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discussions initiated by the ULC and 
Augustana Church last Mar. 28. Merger 
with the ULC will be reconsidered by 
the AELC at its convention next year, 
the AELC delegates decided on the clos 
ing day of their '55 session. 

The AELC had talked about merging 
its Grand View Seminary at Des Moines 
with one of the ULC seminaries, perbaps 
Chicago or Northwestern. This month 
the AELC convention endorsed 

$200,000 campaign for new buildings at 
Grand View. 

Leaguers sing, shout, pray 

a 

Teen-agers, even at a church conven 
tion, have a gay time. "Have fun," the 
Rev. Harner Middleswarth advised dele 
gates to the Luther League of America 
convention this month. "But be selective 
in your recreation," he went on. "Recrea-
tion should enrich life, not just exhaust 
the body and purse." 

There were 2,700 Leaguers, members 
of the United Lutheran Church's youth 
organization, in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

for their convention this month (Aug. 
16-20). They sang in the streets, had a 
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stunt night, clowned, and romanced. Also 
they discussed such serious topics as 
Christian faith, citizenship, race relations. 
international affairs. 

Headline speaker was ULC President 
Franklin Clark Fry, who flew from Eu 
rope to the Willow Run airport to address 
the League following a week of presiding 
at the World Council of Churches central 
committee meeting in Switzerland. 

Leaguers elected 23-year-old Malcolm 
Minnick of Salem, Virginia, as their presi 
dent for the 1955-57 term. Installed as 
the League's executive staff were three 
youthful clergymen, Leslie F. Conrad, 
Arthur Bauer, and Philip R. Hoh (whose 
term as editor of the League's publica 
tions begins Sept. 24, following conclu 
sion of his pastorate at Wilmington, Del.) 

Georgia board backs up 
Georgia's board of education gave 

sober second-thought to its rule that any 
teacher would be forever barred from 
teaching in Georgia's public schools if 
he supports, encourages, condones, or 
agrees to teach a mixed class." The board 
had also said no member of the National 

FIFTY BUSES BROUGHT LEAGUERS TO ANN ARBOR 
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Association for the Advancement of the 
Colored People could be a Georgia school 
teacher after Sept. 15. 

The rules, part of a campaign to oppose 
the U.S. Supreme Court decision ending 
race segregation in public schools, were 
withdrawn after church spokesmen led a 

vigorous protest against what they called 
"thought control." The North Georgia 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the Rt. Rev. Randolph H. Clay-
borne, was the first severe critic of the 

board. 
Next came the Atlanta Council of 

United Church Women, which said the 
rules were a threat to "freedom of con 
science and the inalienable American 
rights." The Atlanta Baptist Ministers 
Union (a Negro group) called the rules 
an "attempt to control the thinking and 
action of Georgia's teachers." 

Newspapers such as The Atlanta Con 
stitution were emphatic in opposing the 
school board's rules. The Columbus 

Ledger said the protest of the church 
groups was a noteworthy action," but 
even 'more noteworthy has been the lack 
of similar action by other church groups." 
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Don't need the rules 
Georgia's board of education decided 

it doesn't need the rules it announced this 
month in its attempt to maintain race 
segregation in schools. A state loyalty 
oath, already required by law, demands 
that teachers swear not to teach any 

theory of "social relations which is incon 
sistent with the fundamental principles of 
patriotism and high ideals of Amer/ 
canism.'" 

This oath, said Georgia's attorney gen 
eral, Eugene Cook, can be construed to 
outlaw the teaching of antisegregation 
theories in school. School districts have 
been requested to see that the oath is 
administered to all teachers by Oct. 15, 
and repeated annually. Teachers who 
are said to violate this oath may be found 
guilty of misdemeanor and discharged 
immediately. 

The Norman Vincent Peale question 
Writers for Redbook kept the Norman 

Vincent Peale question bubbling by in 
terviewing a dozen prominent American 
churchmen on whether "positive think 
ing" is real Christianity. They report in 

LEAGUERS FROM MANITOBA WORE TAMS 
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that magazine's September issue that a 
majority of the men they interviewed are 
skeptical of the Peale gospel. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the United 
Lutheran Church president, told a Red 
book interviewer "there is nothing more 
sinister than the instrumentalization of 
religionthe use of God to accomplish 
a specific aim." 

True Christians, said Dr. Fry, ask 
What does God want to do through me?" 
instead of "What can He do for me?" 
Young people whose "first exposure to 
religion is The Power of Positive Think 
ing are in danger of believing that this is 
a true picture of Christianity." He said 
"many may be permanently warped by 
this partial view of religion." 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Semi-
nary professor, said the "positive think 
ing" cult "puts 'self instead of the cross 
at the center of the picture. Christianity 
insists that you cannot have faith with 
out repentance. Since the very ideas of 

sin and repentance are negative, the posi 
tive thinkers simply leave them out, or at 
best gloss them over. The result is a 
partial picture of Christianity, a sort of 
half-truth." 

Dr. Niebuhr said the positive-thinking 
cult is popular because "whenever you 
make religion sanctify the natural human 
impulse of selfishness, it is popular." 
The Peale reply 

Dr. Peae was interviewed for Redbook 
on what he thinks about the criticism he 
has received this year. "Maybe I've 
stressed the tangible, visible rewards of 
faith too much," he said. "If so, it wasn't 
because I was trying to appeal to selfish 
ness 

"I don't feel that the exact nature of 
my theology is the important thing. I 
believe that my credentials as a minister 
of Jesus Christ are to be found, not so 
much in my beliefs about Him, as in the 

extent to which I am helping people to 
accept Him as their friend, healer, guide, 
and Saviour." 

To an Associated Press staff writer. 
George W. Cornell, Dr. Peale alsO gave 
Some answers to his critics. "Do you 
sometimes apply Christian faith as a 

means to get material success?" asked 
Mr. Cornell. "Christianity is not a mate 

rial-success story, but the way to be 
successful as a person, " Dr. Peale an 
swered. "It is understanding self, conquer 
ing forces around you, and developing a 
soul to accomplish immortality.'" 

"Why are so many examples you cite 
worldly successes-businessmen, military 
leaders, and athletes?" "I's simply be 
cause I happened to know these fine fel. 
lows, and knew they had found them 
selves through Christianity." 

PAINTERS UNION DONATED CHURCH JOB 

Lutherans of Holy Trinity Church, Ja 
maica, New York, paid $100 for the 
paint, and 13 members of Local 1035 
of the Painters' Union put it on in seven 
hours as contribution to interracial 
understanding. Holy Trinity (ULC) 
congregation has 400 Negro members 
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Storm damage 

Hoy 
Bible 

WICHITA CHURCHES AID TORNADO VICTIMS 

Each got a $1,355.74 check and an RSV Bible 

Two hurricanes battering North Caro 
lina and Virginia this month had dam 
aged some churches. Heavy rains the 
storms carried farther north did much 

greater damage. Overflowing rivers swept 
through numerous church buildings in 
towns and cities from Maryland to New 
England. 

Figures on the damage had not yet 
been rounded up last week. Some Lu 
theran churches in eastern Pennsylvania 
were on the casualty list. 

In the flood districts the churches not 
engulfed in the torrents were quickly 
converted into first aid stations and over 
night barracks for people whose homes 
were under water. 

Holy 
Bib 

In eastern Pennsylvania St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church in North Weissport was 
under water. Heavy damage was re 

ported at St. John's Church, Tamaqua. 
Boys at the Ministerium's Camp Miller 
along the Delaware River were taken out 
safely before the area was flooded. 

Three churches at Udall, Kansas, bat 
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tered by a tornado early in the summer, 
were grateful this month for help pro 
vided through the Wichita Council of 
Churches. Twenty-four congregations of 
14 denominations collected about $4,000 

to divide among the tornado victims. Be 
sides the checks (see photo) the Council 
presented new Bibles. 

And so forth 
Beauty contests are "a special sin,'" 

Panama's Roman Catholic archbishop, 
Francis Beckman, warned his people. 
Those entering the contests are unworthy 
to receive the church's sacramnents. So 
stern was the warning that Panama can 
celed a plan to select someone to take 
part in the 1955 Miss Universe contest. 

Skirts and dresses are stocked in the 
sacristy of St. Paul's Roman Catholic 
Church in the French town of Vence. 
Vacationists and tourists wearing shorts 
or other scanty holiday attire are re 
quested to stop by to put on more clothes 
before entering the church. 



World News Notes 

Some people don't want peace 
Korea's 80-year-old president, Syng-

man Rhee, had fought all his life for his 
country's freedom. Up to the 38th paral-
lel his dream had come true. But unless 
North Korea also could be brought under 
his rule, his ambition was only half 
fulfilled. 

To hear about President Eisenhower 
conferring calmly with Communists in 
Geneva last month filled the aged Korean 
president with rage. He knew that war 
with the Reds was the only hope for unit 
ing his country. This month he let South 
Korean mobs riot against U.S. forces pro 
tecting the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission, which is policing the 1953 
armistice ending the Korean war. 

South Korean armny leaders announced 
this month that they want to resume the 
war against the Reds. President Rhee 
called on the free nations to begin imme 
diately to roll back the Iron Curtain. 

Chiang Kai-shek's Chinese shared ruly 
in the South Korean sentiments. They are 
under orders from Americans to refrain 
from acts of war against the China main 
land, but fumed impatiently as U.S. and 
Red Chinese diplomats talked in Geneva 
of ways to solve problems without war. 

In the U.S. numerous refugees from 
Iron Curtain countries were equally dis 
tressed by the peace trend. War seemed 
to them the only chance for setting their 
countries free from the Red masters. 

School in summer 
American youngsters, and their school 

teachers, get the best vacations of any 
body in the country--two or three months 
to rest up for the September opening. 
But the long vacation may be going out. 

Reason is that there aren't enough 
schools and teachers to provide for the 
10 

increasing number of pupils. The Uni 
versity of Nebraska's teacher placement 
bureau said this month that 50 reports 
of teacher vacancies are reaching it every 
day. By 1959 there will be a shortage of 
176,000 classrooms in U.S. schools, said 

the United States office of education, 
Only solution may be to keep schools 

in session 12 months a year, with pupils 
taking turns in attending classes. "There's 
nothing sacred or scientific about educat 
ing children only in winter, spring, and 
fall," said Dr. Walter H. Gaumnitz of 
the USOE. The summer vacation habit 
began when children were needed for 
work on farms or at home. 

The French get promises 
The French people were being told 

this summer how prosperous they are, 
and how much better things are soon 
going to be. For a country not equipped 
for mass production, where wages are 
low and prices high, the news was com 
forting, The government of Premier 
Edgar Faure may stay in office many 
months if wages continue to rise and 
prices remain level. 

Industrial production in six months of 
1955 was 11 per cent higher than a year 
ago, announced Premier Faure. It was 
76 per cent above 1938. Farm produc 
tion is also making records. The French 
will double their standard of living within 
10 years, the premier predicted. National 
income is likely to increase $2 billion a 
year. 

France's old enemy, Germany, might 
become a big factor in improving the 
French situation. A long-term trade pact, 
signed by the two countries this month. 
provides for a huge exchange of French 
agricultural surpluses for German indus 

trial production. 
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WASHINGTON 
By ROBERT VAN DEUSEN 

SECOND-CLASS PERMIT 
A MINOR BILL which Congress passed 

almost unnoticed will simplify the mail 
ing problems of churches. Under the new 
law. it will be possible for church groups 
to get second-class mailing permits, with 
less red tape than before, for periodicals 
which do not contain advertising. 

The main benefit will go to local 
churches which put out a periodical 
church magazine or news letter, either 
printed or mimeographed. Up to this 
time, postal regulations have made such 
publications eligible for a second-class 
mailing permit only if there were a bona 
fide list of paid subscribers. 

Since the effectiveness of such publica 
tions lies partly in their free distribution to all the members, the postal rules created a dilemma. This was usually solved, with the consent of the postal au thorities, by considering the contributions of individuals to the church as including the price of a church paper subscription. 

THE TECHNICALITIES of the law were Satisfied by the printing of an additional line on the pledge card, church envelope, 0r other financial literature, stating that 2 subscription to the church periodical Was included in the contribution. The se Curing of a second-class permit involved the red tape of showing that the regula-tions had been complied with and the delay of waiting for the issuance of a per-
mit after the application had been sub-
mitted. Some pastors, discouraged by the 
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process, decided not to apply for second class rates, and others continued to use an expired permit without renewing it. 
A GROUP 0F MINISTERS in Texas felt the regulations ought to be changed. Dig ging into the law, they found a peculiar fact: that churches were the only non profit organizations subject to the require ment of a paid subscription list. BenevO lent and fraternal orders, trade unions, 

professional, literary, historical, and 
scientific societies were able to distribute 
their journals by second-class mail, with 
out paid subscribers, as long as they con 
tained no advertising. 

The clerical Texans got busy. They 
persuaded their representative, Congress 
man Jim Wright, to introduce a bill that 
would eliminate the discrepancy by plac 
ing churches and church organizations in 
the same category with other non-profit 
groups. The bill was supported by the 
Post Office Department, which saw 
chance to do away with unnecessary red 
tape. Hearings were held at which church 
representatives testified in favor of the 
bill. It passed both houses unopposed. 

ALL THAT IS necessary now is for a 
church council or the executive commit 
tee of a church organization to take for 
mal action requesting a second-class mail 
ing permit for its official publication. 
With a minimum of red tape, the request 
will be granted routinely by the local post 
office. If regional or national church 
magazines do not contain advertising, 
they also may obtain second-class permits. 

Passage of this law i an object-lesson 
in the process of citizenship. It involved: 
(1) group concern over a problem; (2) 

research into the l¡w; (3) contact with a 
Congressman; and (4) support of pro 
posed legislation. Equal interest should 
be shown by Christians in issues which 
do not directly affect the church. 



AM I SAVED? 
By MARTIN J. HEINECKEN 

Can one ever be sure that he is really 
"saved"? Does a conversion-experience 
guarantee salvation? 

"Brother, are you saved?" ask the members of some sects 
who are very sure of their own salvation. Can we be as sure? 

Members of Lutheran congregations 
are sometimes troubled when their sec 
tarian neighbors ask, "Are you saved?" 
One such person asked for the Lutheran 
teaching on this subject. In reply, Dr. 
Heinecken prepared the following state 
ment. 

Dr. Heinecken is professor of syste 
matic theology at the Philadelphia Semi 
nary and one of the leading theologians 
of our church. 

THE QUESTION as to whether or not a 
man can with assurance make the state 
ment, "I am saved," cannot be answered 
without some preliminary clarification 
about the meaning of the assertion. 

The question usually arises because 
some Christians feel that before anyone 
can call himself a Christian he must have 
a conversion experience, which he can 
pin-point exactly as to time and place. 

At a definite time and place such people 
make a decision; they come to an aware 
ness of their lost condition and they ac 
cept Jesus as their Savior and they give 
their heart to him. From that moment 
on they feel that their lives are different, 
a great load has been lifted from them, 
and they face life with a new outlook: 
they feel that they have been "born 
again" into quite a different life. Such 
people will usually say with some assur 
ance, I am saved," 
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have the assurance of God's love for them 
and they mean to cling to that love of 
God there can be no objection. They 
only mean to say that they are quite cer 
tain that God's coming into their life has 
made a tremendous difference. Such peo 
ple do not mean to say that it is not pos 
sible that at some future time they might 
lose this faith. This is a possibility with 
which they must always reckon. 

SOMETIMES, however, people mean 
something quite different. They mean 
that, once having had this experience of 
salvation, they could not possibly be lost. 
They are "in," once and for all, no mat 
ter how they live or what they do. Such 
a view must be rejected because it leads 
to the greatest perversions of pride. It 
can be shown from many instances how 
narrow and loveless such people get. 
Sometimes they fall into gross and open 
sin, while nevertheless boasting that they 
are "saved." More often they become 
Pharisees who set up a nice little mnorality 
code of their own (don't drink, don't 
smoke, don't go to movies, don't dance, 
etc.) and try to make everyone else con 
form. Such a false "assurance of salva 
tion" is about the worst thing a man can 
have. 

Therefore, we have to approach this 

problem in quite a different way. The 
questions which men want answered are 
questions like the following: Can I, in the 
midst of my guilt, be certain that God has 
forgiven me and that he accepts me as 

If by this they mean only that they his child in spite of my sin? Can I, in the 
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midst of the insecurity of life and its con 
tradictions (undeserved suffering, death 
of loved ones, other calamities) be cer 
tain that there is a God who loves me 
and in whose love I am absolutely secure? 

Out of the insecurity of such a position 
a man can escape only into the security 
of what God has done in Christ for him. 
Hence he can only take refuge in the 

Word of God and the sacraments as these 
are brought to him by the church, that 
is, by the people who are in possession 
of this good news. 

So a man says to himself, "I am a bap 
tized child of God and God has accepted 
me once and for all and he will never go 
back on his promise." A man confesses 
his sin and he hears the word of absolu 
tion and knows that, although the words 
come from the lips of the pastor, his sins 
are thereby forgiven before God in 
heaven; he knows that God is speaking 
through the lips of the pastor. He goes 
to the Communion and he receives the 
body that was broken and the blood that 
was shed for him, and thus, from the 
presence of Christ himself in the Word 
of the sacrament, he draws the assurance 
that he is forgiven and secure. 

So, instead of saying, "I am saved, and 
now I don't have to concern myself any 
more about my salvation," he says rather, 
"God has accepted me as his child and 
at all times he is ready to forgive, and 
now I must cling to him, his word, and 
his promise. I must always return to the 

shelter of the everlasting arms that are 
always open to me. There and only there 
I am secure. 
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ONLY IN THIS WAY can a man have 
"certainty of salvation." 

He can't have it if he puts his trust in 
his own good works, for then he will 
either constantly be bothered by the 
thought that he has not done enough 
(like Luther in the monastery ), or else 
become a Pharisee satisfied with his fast 
ing twice a week and his giving a tenth 
of all that he possesses. He cannot have 
this certainty either, if he puts his trust 
in the fact that on a certain day he had a 
conversion experience, because then he 
is really putting his trust in his own trust 
ing, that is to say, in his own act of cling 
ing to God and how he felt on a certain 
day. And if now, today, he should, like 
Job, lose all his possessions and all that 
are dear to him, and then the agonizing 
thought should come to him that God 
had forgotten him, then it wouldn't help 
him much to try to pull himself out of 
this condition by his oWn bootstraps, or 
to remember how he felt so confident 
while the sun was still shining. 

It is then that a man must take refuge 
in the love of God that comes to him in 
the Gospel. Then a man crawls back to 
his baptism, as Luther said, and there he 
finds peace and strength. In this way the 
certainty of salvation comes to a man out 
of Word and sacrament. 

To sUBSTITUTE a partial activity like church attendance or Sabbath 
observance for a whole lije of surrender, to interpret the tithe as the 
meaning of total stewardship, is a return to Judaism or to the Roman 
Catholic Church-and a denial of the gospel of grace. 

-RACHEL HENDERLITE in A Call to Faith (John Knox Press ) 
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PROTESTANTISM'S KEY MAN 
By GEORGE W. CORNELL 

ULCA President Franklin Clark Fry occupies pivotal place 
in world religious activity, provides inspiring leadership 

As THE MAN With the gavel stepped be 
fore the dignified church assembly, the 
microphone began making noises. The 
man paused, furrowed his brow. "Is that 
thing whistling at me or some pretty girl?"" 

He tapped the microphone and it 
squealed. He jerked back his hand. "It's 
alive!" An assistant rushed up and began 
roughly thumping the ailing instrument. 
The man with the gavel appealed, "But 
don't kill it." 

By then, the sedate church meeting was 
rippling with laughter, and the Rev. Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry was firmly in com 
mand of the finesse that could have served 

him as an actor, politician or what he is 
-a giant of modern Christianity. 

A BUOYANT, brainy man, who can slash 
through parliamentary tangles with deft, 
sure strokes, or turn an impromptu ser 
mon into gripping drama, Dr. Fry today 
occupies a pivotal place in contemporary 
religious activity. 

This month in Davos, Switzerland, the 
54-year-old president of the United Lu 
theran Church in America handled one 
of his crucial Christian chores-chair 
man of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. 

"The World Council now is ready for 
important tasks," he said before he left 
for the seven-day meeting. 
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Mr. Cornell is religious news editor for the 
A ssociated Press. His article about Dr. Frv 
has appeared in many American newspapers. 

on both sides of the Iron Curtain, in both 
Asia and the Western world, working to 
gether more intimately .. . than ever be 

fore, the near future is full of peril and 
hope." 

If diplomacy, organization skill and 
spiritual zeal can lift the hope above the 
peril, Dr. Fry is a good bet to help do it. 

A long-time observer, Judge James F. 
Henninger, of Allentown, Pa., who has 
sometimes clashed with Dr. Fry in church 
policy debates, once said: 

"He is unquestionably an administra 
tive genius. But his greatest contribution 
is spiritual." 

A TALL, OVAL-FACED MAN in clerical 
collar, with a big silver cross dangling 
at his chest, Dr. Fry has a quick wit, a 
pungent tongue, and a way of making a 
calm, restrained speech ring with power 
and reverence. 

In his present leadership in a council 
of Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant 
Christians-most of them stemming from 
Protestant tradition-Dr. Fry symbolizes 
the key place of Lutheranism in founding 
that tradition. 

His own church, with 24 million 
members, is America's largest Lutheran 
body. Dr. Fry has headed it for a decade, 
after previously serving as a pastor at 
churches in Yonkers, N, Y., and Akron, "With Christians of many confessions, Ohio. 

Along with his consecration, Dr. Fry 
has a bounding zest for living. He plays 
a sharp game of pinochle (as the Arch 
bishop of Canterbury can verify from ex 
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DR, FRY (ARROw) PRESIDES AT DAVOS MEETING 
He's chairman of the World Council's Central Committee 

perience), likes tough acrostic puzzles or 
a good mystery drama. 

He drives hard and fast-whether on 
a golf course, rooting for the Yankees, 
doing church business, or in an automo 
bile. 

The Rev. Thomas B. Kline, a Queens, 
N. Y., pastor, recalls that when he was 

sent to Akron to be Dr. Fry's assistant, 
he met this pace of activity: 

"I arrived at 8:30 A.M. At 9:30 A.M. I 
was with Dr. Fry in St. Thomas Hospital 
visiting the sick. About three weeks later, 
I finally got all my bags out of my car." 

To Dr. Fry, real faith must not be 
merely a thing of vague emotion, but a 
product, too, of the intellect, grounded 
in a sturdy theology-one "to teach, to 
saturate the inquiring and absorptive 
mind of man." 

His son, the Rev. Franklin D. Fry, pas 
tor of a Brooklyn church, said of him: 
"He believes that the children of light 
must work as hard or harder than the 
children of darkness. He believes the 
children of light must be just as smart.'" 

DR. FRY, a major figure in world Lu 
theranism, has been decorated with high 
honors in European countries--the Aus 
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trian Great Silver Cross, the German Or 
der of Merit-for church leadership and 
service. 

His powerful personality has been felt 
ever since he was a student at Lutheran 
Theological Semin ary, Philadelphia, 
where he led a student movement to ad 
vise the faculty on curriculum revision. 

"He was a constructive critic-that's 
what he was," says Dr. Luther D. Reed, 
president emeritus of the seminary. The 
seminary has caught up with him now. 
He was simply ahead of the faculty." 

WATCHING Dr. Fry in action is a school 
in agile mental footwork, and decisive, 
but never stuffy, leadership. In one 
church discussion, an enraptured delegate 
rose to say: "I move what the president 
thinks. » 

When a confused churchman com 
plained that "Im not quite clear, I'm 
afraid I fell off at the last turn," Dr. Fry 
kept the procedure rolling by reassuring 
him: 

"That's all right. Ill pick you up right 
after this vote." 

When someone suggested a compli 
cated method for handling one matter. 
Dr. Fry replied crisply: "It's procedurally 
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quite possible. But quite irrational.'" 
Worried another delegate: "Maybe T'm 

wrong. 
Said Dr. Fry: "I agree with you. You 

are wrong." 

When he himself made a slip in reading 
a proposal to provide closer co-ordination 
between church boards, he quipped: 
There's no more co-ordination between 
my brain and tongue than between the 
boards of the church." 

A delegate rose to ask when a certain 
matter was coming up. Said Dr. Fry: 
"We acted on that three days ago." 

"Is my face red!" said the delegate. 
Said Dr. Fry: "The chair has no desire 

to embarrass, only to provide the facts." 
For the next five years, Dr, Fry will 

By AMALIE ROTH SHANNON 

"YoU HAVE A LITTLE BIT Oof religion. 
You go to church once in a while 

Many people have the idea you are 
Christian if you go to church once in a 
while. That is not true. You must be in 

church faithfully-not to hear a minister 
-but to worship God. You may be a 
member of some parish, but Christ does 
not live in your soul. Only rarely do you 
go to church," 

Norse Church Has Proud History 

These were the words of Billy Graham, 
noted evangelist, as he addressed a crowd 

preside over sessions of the strategic gov 
erning committee for the World Council 
of 161 denominations with 170 million 
members in 48 nations. 

This is the third in a series of observations 
on the life of the Lutheran churches in Scan 
dinavia written by Mrs. Shannon, wife of 
the Rev. John P. Shannon of Billings, Mont. 
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He was named at the council's Evans 
ton, IIl., assembly last fal. 

He also occupies major posts in the 
National Lutheran Council and the 30 
denomination National Council of 
Churches in the U.S.A. Dr. Roswell 
Barnes, the latter's associate general sec 
retary, said: 

Norway's churches have guided people for a thousand years, 
but American visitors "always ask about church attendance" 

Lutheranism in the Council of 
Churches has become magnified and more 
influential because of the high church 
manship of Dr. Fry. It's his sheer com 
petence as a church leader and execu 
tive." 

of 40,000 in Oslo, July 3, the Sunday we 
were in Norway. The newspapers de 
scribed this as the largest religious gath 
ering ever held in Norway. Four hun 
dred and seventy people signed "decision'" 
cards, accepting Christ that Sunday in 
Oslo. The Lutheran churches had co 
operated in bringing Mr. Graham to their 
city, and a Lutheran bishop participated 

in the service. 

NINETY-SEVEN PER CENT of the Nor 
wegian people are members of the Lu 
theran church, with the remaining three 
per cent belonging to the "free" churches. 
In Norway there seems to be a more co 
operative spirit between those in the state 
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church and the minority church groups. 

These groups are said to have their great-

est strength on the east side of the city, 

or "Old Oslo," where the Methodists are 

especially active. 

In the heart of Oslo stands the Dom 

kirken or Cathedral of the Lutheran 

Church. On Friday evening we witnessed 

a gathering of about 100 standing across 

the street in the open market square 

where flowers and fruit are sold during 

the day. Almost at the very door of the 

great citadel of Lutheranism, they were 

listening to an energetic, handsome, well 

groomed young street preacher, whose 
exhortations were in a language foreign 

to our own. Music was provided by a 

band comprising two accordions, a horn, 

and two violins. Hymns were sung, testi 

monies given. At least half of those stand 

ing there did not participate but probably 
were, like us, drawn by curiosity. 

ONE PASTOR with whom we talked in 

Oslo remarked that Americans always ask 

about church attendance. He felt the at 

tendance in his Oslo parish was good, 

with an average of seven hundred wor 

shiping each Sunday. During the aca 
demic year he is much encouraged by the 
presence at services of 1large numbers of 
college students and faculty from the uni 

versity near his church. His parish num 
bers about fifteen thousand people. 

We discussed with the pastor that this 
would indicate that about one out of 
twenty were attending services, while the 
generally-accepted figure in America is 
considered to be about one out of three 
baptized members present on an average 
Sunday. Or if one includes all American 
citizens regardless of church membership, 
the figure would be not more than one 
out of six in attendance. 

CATHEDRAL CHURCH IN BERGEN 

Filled every Sunday 

have smaller attendances. In this pastor's 
previous parish just outside the city, there 
were five churches in the community with 
memberships of 6,000 to 7,000. Attend 
ance in these churches varied from 20 to 

70. He said that he thought the peo 
ple in northern, western, and especially 
southern Norway had good attendance in 
contrast with the eastern part where at 
tendance is poor. In Bergen, when we 
visited the cathedral or Domkirken there, 
we were assured that the church is often 

full on Sunday mornings and that many 
people also attend evensong on Sunday 
nights. 

It was perplexing to be told that in 

Oslo the suburban churches apparently majority of the audience listening to Billy 
August 31, 1955 

AssUMING THAT Lutherans were the 

17 



Graham in Oslo, we can understand that 
his characteristic message had a special 
meaning for the Lutherans in Norway. 
For while their attendance at worship 
services seems to be larger than in other 
Scandinavian countries, it still leaves 
thousands open to the accusation of 
neglect. 

Religious instruction in the public 
schools of Norway is more Lutheran in 
nature than that in the schools of Den 

mark and Sweden. Bishop Berggrav's ex 
planation of the catechism is taught. 

There is room for speculation as to 
whether or not this doctrinal character 
of religious education in Norway has any 
relationship to the apparent superior 
church attendance. It was an intriguing 
paradox to discover that in the Scandina-
vian countries, while Sunday is strictly 
observed in the closing of stores, theaters, 
and other places of business, church-
going does not seem to be part of the 
typical Sunday pattern. The week-end is 
a holiday when urbanites love to trek out 
to the country to visit and for sports. 

The European travel company which 
arranged our "tour" frankly acknowl-
edged that it had never occurred to them 
that many of us would like to have Sun 
day set aside for church-going rather than 
"sightseeing." Yet almost without excep 
tion the sixteen Americans in our group 
(mostly Lutherans! ) attended church 
when plans were altered to make attend 
ance at worship possible. 

UNLIKE THOSE of Sweden, the churches 
in Norway do not carry the responsibility 
for keeping official records of everyone 
residingin their parish. They maintain 
only the records of official acts in the 

church, but do receive from the hospitals 
the birth certificates of all children born 
in their district. So their pastors time is 
not involved with office work and they 
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have mnore time to work among their 
people. 

Counseling in Norway is an important 
phase of the pastoral work. One pastor 
sets aside the hours from four to six each 
afternoon for counseling, and many 
come. Two of these daily periods each 
week are especially planned for couples 
who are to be married in the church. 
They are invited by the pastor when they 
are making their wedding plans, and all 
accept the invitation for this guidance. 

As in all Scandinavia, the problem of 
overwhelmingly large parishes confronts 
Norwegian pastors. The natural solution 
here, too, is the development of smaller 
churches. State officials seem not to rec 
ognize this need, so funds for erecting 
buildings and establishing such congrega 
tions must be contributed by the people 
themselves, apart from their tax money. 
Lay people are going ahead, contributing 
volunteer labor. In one case, about 
$10,000 has been raised. This sum fromn 
a parish of several thousand people may 
not seem too generous to us, but personal 

stewardship in the American sense is a 
relatively new concept for people reared 
in the state church atmosphere. 

"DISESTABLISHMENT" or separation of 
the church from state control is always a 
subject productive of vigorous discussion ! 
Recent opinions that disestablishment is 
near are "pure fantasy" according to one 
prominent Norwegian bishop. He pointed 
out that in the state church the pastor's 
relationship is more authoritative with his 
people because he is not dependent upon 
the financial support of any individual. 
He says he knows of pastors in America 
who feel they must give special considera 
tion to the wishes and opinions of wealthy 
parishioners to insure their continued 
good will and aid! A Norwegian pastor, 
he stated, can admonish the prominent 
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sinner just as he does a laborer within his 
parish. 

Norwegians are proud of their church 
buildings. Some of their finest artistic 
creations of sculpture, carving, and paint 
ing are found there. The Mariakirken 

(St. Mary's Church) in the beautiful 
mountainous city of Bergen is revered as 

one of the oldest and most interesting 

churches in Norway, and the oldest build 

ing in Bergen. It was probably completed 
in 1150 and noW serves as an ordinary 

parish church. It is built of soapstone, 
Romanesque style. From 1776 until 1868 

it was the church of the German Han 
seatic merchants in Bergen, and there are 
many evidences of this German connec 
tion in the church furnishings. Old-timers 
call it the German Church." Among the 
paintings hanging on its walls is a large 
portrait of Martin Luther. 

Only a few blocks from St. Mary's, on 
the evening of July Fourth, we were eye 
witnesses to a ravaging fire which de 
stroyed some of the famous ancient Ber 
gen landmarks. Buildings seven hundred 
years old in the heart of the city were 
completely destroyed. Currently these 
frame structures were used as business 
houses and the losses ran between one 
and two million dollars. The close proxi 
mity to the harbor from which water was 
obtained to fight the flames, saved nu 
merous other buildings from the fire. 

IN THE EARLY thirteenth century there 
were hundreds of little stave churches 
dotting the countryside of Norway. To 
day only twenty-four remain. Their name 
is derived from the construction of the 
churches, buit around twelve staves or 
columns. One has been moved from Hol 
lingdahl and reassembled in the Norsk 
Folkemuseum. 

In those days worshipers would stand 
during the service, for only a few benches 
were provided along the sides for old or 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH IN BERGEN 

Used for 800 years 

ill people. There was no light, so doors 
were left open for daylight to come in. 
Here, as in some of the old cathedrals, we 
saw the windows built especially for the 
lepers who long ago stood outside watch 
ing and listening to the service. The bac 
teria which causes leprosy was discovered 
by a Norwegian, and his name is now 
frequently used to describe leprosy as 
"Hanson's Disease." There is now only 
one hospital in Norway for the treatment 
of leprosy, so prevalent centuries ago. 

Lutherans from America visiting for 
the first time these countries steeped in 
the rich heritage of their faith find it a 
stirring experience to enter ancient edi 
fices which have witnessed hundreds of 
years before their own nation was born! 
Ours is a glorious inheritance. 
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There's Help for Troubled Minds 
By JOHNE. EICHENLAUB 

Psychiatry has learned to use the resources of other sciences 
and of religion to aid people in preventing mental illness 

"DocTORS FOR THE MIND will always 
have a place," a leading psychiatrist told 
me. "But exactly what that place will be 
hasn't been decided." 

Psychiatry today is like a river coming 
out of the hills. It has dug a clean chan 
nel for itself through rough ground, but 
to grow really large it has to let other 
streams join it. Muddy eddies of turmoil 
result, which will not subside until the 
course of the new stream is set. 

HELP FOR TROUBLED MINDS Comes 

from four main schools. Psychiatrists 
are medical doctors who have gone from 
the study of your ailments to the effect 
of the mind on them, and thence to the 
troubles of the mind itself. Psychologists 
study the nervous system and the mind, 
learn to test various traits and qualities, 
and use this knowledge to understand 
and help people with their problems. 
Social workers start from the interplay 
between you and the people or groups 
around you and find in it sources of up 
set which they strive to correct. Leaders 
of religion see conflict with baser ele 
ments as sources of strife, and offer you 
guidance and aid in lifting yourself from 
such turmoil. 

These four schools were cool toward 
each other for mnany years. They are now 
beginning to work together smoothly on 
a broad front. The lack of trained psy 

Dr. Eichenlaub is Associate Professor of 
Public Health at the University of Minne 
sota and also serves on the medical staff of 
its Health Service. 
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chiatrists to cope with the larger number 
of people needing help pushed this move 
ment along. A psychiatrist can give ideal 
treatment to few people an analyst 
turns out perhaps ten or less cured pa 
tients a year, and no psychiatrist could 
cure mnore than a fraction of the six or 
eight severely ill patients a day a top 
surgeon handles. 

For this and other reasons, earnings 
are not high. An average psychiatrist 
with three to five years of extra training 
beyond medical school makes no more 
money than the average family doctor 
and less lifetime income (after taxes) 
than a steadily-employed truck driver. 
Years of research have failed to turn up 
effective shortcuts. With no way to in 
crease efficiency in sight and no excess 
of new doctors in the field, psychiatry 
has long needed outside help. 

THE HELP HAs LONG been ready, too. 
Psychiatrists staked out the mind as their 
very own a hundred years ago, but for 
tunately nobody paid any attention to 
their markers. Religion claimed prior 
rights. Psychology and social work moved 
in from the flanks. Long before the mind 
doctors called for help, the other schools 
were in the fight. Until the four mind 
healing arts made friendly, sincere efforts 
to work together, none of them knew 
how much they could accomplish. 

Nine years ago I worked in a large 
mental hospital. There were far too few 
doctors-about one for every two hun 
dred patients before war's end. No one 
else was charged with care of patients. 
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The social workers talked to the neigh 
vOIS, the home doctor. the family. They 
ald not talk to the patient, or if they did 
it was not with any thought of guiding 
him out of the wilderness. The psy 
chologist did a fine job of testing. She 
pinned down the exact nature of the trou 
ble in many cases. She often turned up 
the roots of the problem, or important 
leads. But she never followed up on these 
things. That was the doctor's job. 

The chaplains were a bit more brave. 

If one of them was getting some place, 
he often spent many hours going over 
the patient's difficulties with him. At 

every crucial point, however, he would 
stall until he checked with the doctor. A 
lot of his time went into warming up stale 
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confidences after he had dropped them 

pending clearance. 

I VIsITED A SIMILAR hospital the other 

day. There were three psychologists for 

every psychiatrist. The chief psychiatrist. 

the head psychologist, the main social 

worker and the chaplain all told me that 

their main job was treating patients. In 

fact, the psychiatrist told mne, "The others 

do about as well as I do in talking to pa 
tients. They get to the root of the trou 

ble, or deal with lacks and weaknesses. 

Sometimes I can take care of something 

they fall down on because most patients 

have learned over the years to trust an 

M.D., while some have never learned to 

trust a psychologist or social worker. 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 

They're ministering to the ill in body or in nind 
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Mostly my treatment is on a par with 
theirs." 

"Could they manage without you?" 
"Oh no. There are three big jobs I do 

besides psychotherapy. I decide whether 
the trouble could be physical instead of 
mental. We see people with brain tumors, 
with gland diseases, with syphilis-dozens 
of physical diseases cause mental symp 
toms. I decide what portion of a patient's 
trouble is physical even if he has pri 
marily mental difficulties. A man with a 
neurosis can still have a bad heart or 

stomach trouble or arthritis. It's as im-
portant to handle those matters as it is 
to take care of his tensions. And I decide 
when to use physical or drug treatment 
for mental disease. Sleeping tablets, shock 
treatment, surgery-these are weapons 
none of the other workers can use." 

THIS DOESN'T MEAN that the psychia 
trist doesn't dig for answers. The new 
role of the mind doctor brings his serv 
ices to you in a different way. By dilution 
with other specialties, a great deal of 
psychiatric skill has been set free. Psy 
chiatry today reaches forward. It holds a 
helping hand toward you when you first 
stumble instead of patching you up after 
you've had a bad fall. It takes to itself 
the highest art of medicine-the art of 
appreciating you as a person and giving 
you perSonal aid and support. 

Very few ailments are wholly mental. 
Very few are wholly physical. Disease 
may have some totally physical cause. A 
vicious germ works its way into your 
system and starts a battle for survival. 
Yet your mind's reaction to the illness 
soon becomes part of your trouble. As 
medicine has become more scientific, doc 
tors have talked about curing the disease 
instead of helping the patient. They have 
left the personal side of your care in 
neglect. Psychiatry. freed of its over 
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whelming burden with the insane, is mov 
ing into this breach. 

THESE CHANGES bring psychiatry to 
your door. It is no longer merely aid for 
those who would otherwise be dangerous 
to society or themselves. It is no longer a 
fantastically expensive spit-and-polish for 
the personalities of the rich. The role of 
the mind doctor in both of these respects 
is shrinking. 

Psychiatry plays a key role in the care 
of severe mental illness. That role is 

shrinking, too. More and more psychiatry 
is taking up its role in the care of every 
thing that goes wrong with you. More 
and more it plays a key role in building 
positive mental health, which brings it 
into decisions of everyday, normal life. 

Should Junior get the enema doctor 
ordered even though he's in a panic over 
the idea? Is grandma having trouble get 
ting to sleep because of her joints or be 
cause she feels neglected? How should 
you break a baby of thumb-sucking? 

These are questions for psychiatry to an 
Swer. Perhaps the answers will still come 
from poor Mr. Jones in a hospital's back 
ward. Mr. Jones is sick enough to justify 
laying the deepest cellars of his brain 
open, to call in all the help from every 
school of training and thought. What 
psychiatry learns from him is good for 
others, too. Mr. Jones is not the main 
subject for psychiatry today. The main 
subject for psychiatry today is you. 

Your troubles and conflicts now and 
in the future, intertwined with physical 
illness or not, make up a bulk of suffering 
and misery. Psychiatry today is coming 
forth to attack those things, its cohorts 
from the other schools at its side. Psy 
chiatry, psychology, religion and social 
work offer much help for the troubled 
mind, now that they have joined their 
healing forces. 
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LOVE CAN BE PRACTICAL 
By BERNARD IKELER 

When people heard about a family's despair because a teen-ager 
needed costly hospital care, a tragic story had a happy ending 

ONE TRANQUIL AFTERNOON last Sep 
tember, two teen-agers--Joyce Scheetz 
and her cousin, Audrey Clausen--were 
meandering on horseback along a coun 
try lane near their homes in Tinicum 
township, Pennsylvania. Suddenly, a mo 
tor scooter roared by, causing the horses 
to rear. A few rods down the road, the 
young driver turned the motor scooter 
around. Once more he roared past the 
girls. 

This time the horses showed signs of 
panic. Joyce feared that if the motor 
scooter returned again, they might bolt. 
"Run for the stable!" she shouted. She 

urged her mount into a gallop. 
Seconds later, she lay huddled on the 

roadway, her chest trampled, her liver 
severed by the horse's hoofs. 

JoYCE SCHEETZ is well now. Petite but 

energetic, she swims and plays badminton 
once more. Since mid-March, she has 
been back at her secretarial job in a the 
atrical producer's office at Frenchtown, 
New Jersey, near her home. She plans 
to go to college next year. 

Her recovery, doctors say, was virtually 
a miracle. Records at Easton Hospital, 
where Dr. Leon Friedman performed a 
long and intricate operation to repair her 
torn body, show death in all such cases 
except Joyce's. 

The surgeon warned Mr. and Mrs. Wil 
liam Scheetz that their daughter's condi 
tion was critical. Learning of this, rela 
tives went to the Rev. Richard L. Peter 
man, pastor of Christ Lutheran Church 
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in lower Tinicum Township, which Joyce 
had attended on two or three occasions. 
They asked him to go to the hospital and 
talk with her. The young minister readily 
consented. 

In large measure, it is to Pastor Peter 
man--and to the community effort he led 
-that Joyce owes her ultimate return to 
health. 

BY THE MIDDLE of November, Joyce 
was allowed to go home. But almost im 
mediately, she developed hepatitisa 
jaundice that can be fatal. Three days 
after Thanksgiving, Joyce was again in 
Easton Hospital. 

A second time, her amazing stamina 
brought her through the crisis. Although 
she now weighed only 87 pounds, she 
fought off the liver infection, and could 
walk about in her hospital room. 

Her temperature, however, did not re 
turn to normalprobably because she 
was very much worried. 

Her parents had avoided talking about 
it, but Joyce realized that they must be 
in serious financial difficulty. Her father, 
a gas station attendant, was unable to 
work full-time because of a heart ailment. 
With a wife, and two daughters besides 
Joyce, he made only $25 a week. In fact, 
Joyce had taken the secretarial job three 
years earlier to help out with the family 
income. 

During Pastor Peterman's visits, she 
repeatedly asked him: "Where is the 
money coming from for all these hospital 
bills?" 
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JOYCE SCHEETZ 

Pastor Peterman did not tell Joyce that 
her parents-having used up their sav 
ings, cashed in their insurance, mort 
gaged their home, and borrowed every 
possible penny from loan companies 
were almost frantic over the prospect of 
further medical expenses. 

"THIS HAS ALL the elements of a first 
class tragedy," he reflected as he drove 
home from Easton Hospital on a day in 
mid-December. But what to do about it? 

It occurred to Pastor Peterman that, 
with Christmas in the air, some generous 
person might send the Scheetzes a check. 
But he felt that those who might consider 
doing so would dismiss the idea lest they 
wound the family's evident pride. 

"If somebody took up a collection 
acted as a clearing-house Pastor 
Peterman thought, "there'd be no em 
barrassment, and the results might be big 
enough to really help the Scheetzes.*" 
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Within the next forty-eight hours, a 
community-wide project called the Joyce 
Scheetz Fund" was under way. 

BEFORE DECIDING to enter the ministry. 
Richard Peterman had worked in the ad 

vertising department of The Pottstown 
Mercury. Then, twenty-seven years old 

and married, he had sold his home and 
enrolled at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia. In 1953 he 
had come to Christ Church, his first 
charge. 

Thanks to his newspaper experience, he knew how to launch a community ef 
fort. With Mr. and Mrs. Scheetz's con 
sent, he told local press and radio people 
about Joyce's struggles and anxieties. 
Aided by a Tinicum advertising man, 
Fred Bell, he wrote an appeal letter. 

"Maybe it's not fair to ask you to help 
this family," it said. "But I'm asking it. 
I'm asking you to put the first few dollars 

PASTOR PETERMAN 
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you can lay your hands on in the enclosed 

envelope. Send it to me, Pastor Peter 
man, as soon as you can Every dollar 

you send will be given to Joyce for Christ 
mas." 

Bell, a professed atheist at the time, 
footed the bill for printing the letter and 
bought envelopes and stamps. The town 
ship tax collector, Miss Elsie Franken 

field, supplied a list of property owners. 
Girls who had graduated with Joyce the 
previous spring from Frenchtown High 
School addressed the envelopes. And the 
appeal letter went into the mails. 

On the strength of a nodding acquaint 
ance, Pastor Peterman asked novelist 

James A, Michener to write a newspaper 
story about the Scheetzes and their plight. 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author did so, 
adding his own appeal. Editors ran 
Michener's piece on the front page. 

Then, with Christmas only a week 
away, Pastor Peterman tried to calm 
down and wait patiently for the mail car 
rier. 

Would the township respond? Tini 
cum, in the northern end of prosperous 
Bucks County, is not a close-knit com 
munityits citizenry consists of "natives" 
and "newcomers,"" writers, shopkeepers, 
artists, farmers . Was Tinicum neigh 
borly enough to help the Scheetzes and 
their daughter? 

THE FIRST CONTRIBUTION to the Joyce 
Scheetz Fund did not arrive by mail. The 
donor himself delivered it to the parson 
age, an hour after he had heard about the 
fund in a radio broadcast. 

During the next six days, money came 
in from as far away as Florida, South 
Carolina, Illinois. One man drove over 
from New York City to make his contri 
bution. Newspaper reporters, including 
Pastor Peterman's old friends on The 
Mercury, sent checks. Twelve miles away 
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at Revere, Pennsylvania, a man took up 
a collection among his neighbors and 
mailed it to the fund. 

And of course, the response from Tini 
cum township was overwhelming. Sery 
ice clubs and fraternal groups contrib 
uted. Christ Lutheran Church gave $150, 
with additional gifts from the Luther 
League and the Women's Missionary So 
ciety. Every other church in the com 
munity contributed. 

Letters had gone out to a thousand 

residents. Fred Bell, on the basis of his 
advertising experience, expected fifty re 
turnsa hundred at the very most. But 

748 of the thousand replied, with contri 
butions which ranged from twenty-five 
cents to $100. 

By Dec. 24, the Joyce Scheetz Fund 
totaled $2,600--and there were addi 
tional gifts of clothing, food and fuel. 

As MR. AND MRS. SCHEETz left Christ 
Church after a Christmas Eve service, 
Pastor Peterman gave them an envelope. 
It contained their mortgage, together 
with receipts for payment of the loans 
and hospital bills. 

In the hospital on Christmas morning, 
William Scheetz handed the envelope to 
his daughter. Joyce looked inside, then 
stared at him incredulously. 

"I feel as if a steam roller had been 

lifted off my body," he said. 
"T'm so grateful to them all," Joyce 

whispered. 
Christmas night, her temperature went 

down to normal. The fever never came 
back. 

A FINANCIAL SUMMARY of the Joyce 
Scheetz story can be worked out with an 
adding machine. The fund eventually 
grew to $4,300 and paid Joyce's hospital 
bills until she was discharged six weeks 
later. 

The human side of the story does not 
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lend itself to such easy appraisal. Indeed, 
the life values, stemming from the project 
Pastor Peterman set in motion, will con 
tinue to turn up for years to come. But 
already there are important facts to re 
port. 

Joyce and her parents--previously not 
church members--now belong to Pastor 
Peterman's congregation. So does Fred 

Submitted by HAZEL S. MeCARTNEY 

*A Beautiful Wide Mind 

EVERY DAY WHEN I ride bike to take 
papers I see a old woman who living in 
very darty and small house. It is near the 
Toroku paper distributing office. It has 
not even floor and windows and walls 
are fall down. The roof just high enough 
to stand a child, so she always sitting on 
the ragged straw mat. 

Only a piece of ragged straw mat is 
hunging in front of entrance. Door is 

not. When raining a little heavy, the 
water flow into her house, so her floor 
(made by old straw mat) and her few 
furnitures all get wet. At rainy day she 
must to sit on top of box. 

Loss of a month's salary meant disaster for the newsboy 
until he found help from the most unexpected quarter 

HER HOUSE is too small and darty to 
called house. It is just like pig's nest. But 
she taking lonly life in there. What is 
she eat every day? I can often see it 

Bell, who is writing a series of religious 
articles carried by some seventy-five 
newspapers. 

Mrs. McCartney, wife of the Rev, Sedoris 
McCartney, served as a teacher in a Chris 
tian mission school in Japan. The following 
theme by a Japanese newsboy is presented 
as she transcribed it from his original paper. 

26 

No one can speak for an entire town 
ship, but Pastor Peterman says of his own 
congregation: "You don't hear That's too 
big for us to tackle' anymore. We've 
learned that Christian love can be a prac 
tical, active, mighty force." 

when I distributing the paper. What she 
eat is only millet. 

She always to put on only rags. But 
I cannot find lonlyness and poorness in 

her face. It is old wrinkled face, but it 
is always smiling kind. 

Few days ago, I paid newspaper's rate 
to manager of office. I'm shure there 
were eight thousand six hundred yen 
took from my home, but when I count 
at office before pay it was one thousand 
yen short of eight thousand and six hun 
dred yen. As soon as I know this fact, 
my heart was stop for a moment and I 
was at a loss what do. 

"One thousand yen!" It was a large 
sum of money for me. 

"One thousand yen!" My mind was 
grow and grow with sad and lonly emo 
tion till covered. 

"It's been lost on the road," I thought. 
"Some one see and take." 

"One thousand yen!" It was my salary 
for whole a month. I must come back to 
my home without my salary. 
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OUTSIDE IT WAS hecome almost dark. 

When I arrived my bike, suddenly the 
old woman called me. "Newsboy! NewS 
boy!" 

I was stop there and repried, "Good 
evening, mum. What I can do for you?" 

She answered with smiling to me, so 
my mind was surprise. "What do you 
searching? I know what you do search 
ing, I think," 

Then she showed one thousand yen to 
me. "Newsboy, do not so lonly and 
sadden," she said. "I found your lost 
money. Here is it." 

I said, "Thank you very, very much. 
Where you find?"" 

I FOUND NEAR your bike. Please take 
from now the best careful possible," she 
repried. 

"Thank you," I again said. I will take 
the best careful possible from now al 
ways." 

She wearing rags today, too, and she 
went into the pig's nest house to eat only 
millet, but she smiling. I was very joyful, 
and I could not refrain to feel the hap 
piness emotion. I said again, "Thank you 
very, very much, mum!" She nobbed her 
head without speaking. 

"WHAT KINDLY WOMAN she is!" I 

thought when ride my bike home with 
thousand yen in pocket. "She is very, 
very poor old woman. She has not com 
mon house and she has not even rice, so 
she eating millet every day. But what 
honest woman she is!" 

I cannot refrain to cry tears. "She has 
a very darty and small house and she 
wearing rags and her food is very, very 
Worse, but her mind is not small and 

darty and ragged. She has a very, very 
beautiful wide mind." 

Of course, her house has not electric 

lamp, so her home is very dark. She 
living in the thick darkness every night 
comes. But I could not find darkness in 
her old wrinkled face. Why I could not 
find it? It is shure, she has a always light 
in her mind. It is very bright, and it is 
never defeat for suffering, lonlyness, 
poorness, and sadness. 

I WANT to have the mind light as that 
old woman. I am very much admire that 

I thought she is best unselfish WOman. 

Woman. 

(Next day I take her basket tangerines, 
dried fishes, and rice. She cry in surprise 
and joy.) 

A LITTLE STONE Lutheran church was especially dear to us. In our 
first year there, when so much was strange to us and we were sometimes 
lonely, sometimes perplexed, it was a never-failing place of refuge to 
us. And as the years in China came and went, often I returned to the 
mountain top and the little church, worn and discouraged by the tremen 
dous pace of the work on the plains. Here in this quiet spot again and 
again God met me. It was as if he lifted me on his knees and I saw no 
one but him. Then he would tell me that all the failings and human 
sins were forgiven, and I would hear him say, "Come now, we will go 
down again to the crowds on the plains and we will work at it again 
for another year, you and I together. And the strength will come not 
from you but from me." 

-From Scalpel and Cross in Honan by CASPER C. SKINSNES (Augsburg) 
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MATTIE HAD A HELPFUL FRIEND 
By MARIANNA K. TULL 

After ten children and years of hardship she told me, 
"l was never alone. The Lord was with me all the way" 

MATTIE SEEMED SURPRISED that I 

would even ask such a question. "Why, 
I was never alone, Miss Mary, de Lawd 

was with me all the way!" 
These few words told the story of this 

ordinary woman's success in bringing up 
an educated family of ten fine sons and 
daughterS. It has often been said that the 
Negro enjoys a childlike faith and trust 
in the Lord. Mattie proved to be a per 
fect example-one we might study and 
follow to a great advantage and more 
spiritual happiness. 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS had passed since 
Mattie had been a part of my life. As a 
young girl in southern Indiana, I kept 
house for my father, a widower. Mattie 
came in several days a week to help me 
with the cleaning, cooking, and laundry. 
She was soon a real part of our house 
hold. I came to depend on her as I would 
on a member of my own family. Her 
cheerful ways made her popular with my 
friends too, who found her work just as 
satisfactory as her character and disposi-
tion. 

Mattie went to her church every Sun 
day morning as I went to mine, but I 
never remember our having any serious 
discussion about religion. I can still see 
her generous figure moving about the 
house with the feather duster keeping per 
fect time as she sang in that beautifully 
mellow voice of hers, "Nobody knows 
the trouble I've seen, nobody knows but 
Jesus." 
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She sang this sad song with a light 

heart, not dreaming how true to life these 
words were to become. 

ONE DAY Mattie came to me with the 
happy news that she was to be married. 
The young man with whom she was in 
love worked as a plasterer's helper. 

"He don't make much money, 
Mary, but he's superintendent of our 
Sunday school!" she boasted, beaming 
proudly. 

Miss 

And so Mattie was married. She 

helped to supplement the family income 
by keeping on with her cleaning by the 
day. The next year Mattie became the 
proud mother of her first baby daughter. 
I was both pleased and proud when she 

named her first born Mary. 
I arrived one afternoon with a little 

sweater and cap for my namesake. Mat 
tie's pride in my visit to her home was 
touching. 

"De Lawd has surely blessed me now, " 
she spoke low as she gazed enraptured 
at her sleeping baby. The little house had 
only cheap furnishings, but it was a house 

rich in love and the spirit of God. 
Not long after, I was married. My 

father was taken suddenly ill shortly af 
ter I returned from my honeymoon and 
within a few weeks was gone. During 
these days of both gladness and sorrow, 
Mattie was my tower of strength. She 
was always there when I needed her. 

MY HUSBAND'S business was in the 
East, and so we moved to Pennsylvania. 
I missed Mattie. but was soon s0 en 
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grossed in mny own family life and the 

arrival of my children that the memories 
dimmed. I lost all track of Mattie. 

Now, thirty-five years later, I was again 
a visitor to Mattie's little house. My 
husband was on a business trip. I was 
visiting friends and at once asked the 
whereabouts of Mattie. I was surprised 
to hear that she still worked for many 
of my old friends. Mattie's little house 
was basically the same, but there was now 
a bathroom, running water and a modern 
heating unit. She proudly explained that 
her children were responsible for these 
changes. Photographs of fine looking 
young men and women were clustered 

about the room. But the plump smiling 
woman with graying hair who sat in the 
old rocker across from me was the same 

Mattie. 
She had just filled in the past thirty-

five years for me. Mattie was the mother 

of ten fine sons and daughters. Her hus 
band had worked hard at his trade and 
brought up his children in a home where 
the spirit of God was a part of their daily 
life. There were family prayers each 

night and they went to church as a family. 
But when Mattie's tenth child was only 

six weeks old, her husband died. 
"But how in the world did you get 

along and bring up such a fine family, 
Mattie?"* I queried. You were so alone!"" 

Mattie did not hesitate to answer. 
Why, I was never alone, Miss Mary, 

de Lawd was with me all the way!" 

AFTER HER HUSBAND'S death, Mattie 
went back to her cleaning and cooking 
by the day. The children who were too 

young to go to school went to work with 

her. By the time the youngest went to 
school, her employers let her go early 
so she would get home before the chil 
dren. The people she worked for often 
gave her food and clothes for the chil. 
dren. 
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All ten children finished high school 
and some graduated with honors, al 
though it was not always done the easy 
way. Pearline, Mattie's second daughter. 
was valedictorian of her class and as such 
was chosen to give an address. Like every 
young girl, Pearline wanted to look her 
best, but there was just no money for a 

new dress. Mattie had a new house dress 
she had never worn, so she took tucks 
in it and hemmed it up for Pearline. Then 

she spoke these words of wisdom which 

might have sounded hollow to a young 
girl about to face an important moment 
in her life: "They won't be lookin' at 
your dress, honey. They'll be listenin' to 
what you say." 

Needless to say, Mattie has raised a 
fine family. Five of her sons are min 
isters, passing on to others what they have 
learned about faith and trust in the Lord. 
One son has a responsible position in in 
dustry. Her other son is a musician and 
has charge of the services in his church 
and Sunday school. One daughter is an 
accomplished organist and the other two 
are happily married and are raising fine 
families of their own. 

So Mattie with the Lord's help accom 
plished what some have never achieved 
in their lifetime. Through simple faith 
she learned that you need not walk down 
the path of life alone. 

ONE OF THE WEAKNESSES of some popular religion today is that it 
aims to make people feel good rather than to be good. 

-RALPH W. SoCKMAN 
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FIVE MAKE A FAMILY 

NEW LEAF 

OUR FOOTSTEPS in the foyer of the 
museum sounded hollow and out of place. 
Even the man at the desk looked sleepy 
and not quite real. He seemed none too 
happy about Pete's million and one ques 
tions. 

"Come on," urged Karen, *we know 
enough. All we have to do is go the way 
the crowd goes." 

"Crowd?" Barbara Lightman widened 
her eyes and we all laughed, for there 
were exactly three people in the foyer 
ahead of us. Their echoing footsteps had 
a note of determination which seemed to 
indicate they knew where they were go 
ing. 

"Your brother and Chuck are going to 
love this," observed Blanche. "They 
didn't want to get up early so near the end 
of their vacation but I kept telling them 
we wanted to get ahead of the crowd." 

"And we did," I pointed out. You 
know how people are. In another hour 
this place may be swarming. We'd better 
see all we can while the seeing is good."9 

"So LET's Go," Pete urged. "They can 
catch up with us when they've parked the 
car. Where do you suppose they're park 
ing? Couple miles away?" 

"They won't be much longer," Blanche 
assured him. "And if we don't wait for 
them here we might have trouble getting 
together again. I surely don't want to go 
home on the bus or the train, do you?" 
She walked toward the big glass doors, 
a bit impatiently. I could tell that while 
she wouldn't have admitted it, she feit a 
little uneasy about the boys' reaction. 
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The trip had grown out of a conversa 
tion she and Bob, Sr., and Dan and I bad 
had about harmony in families. I'm sure 
our children are no Worse than others 
and certainly the parents are fond of each 
other in both families. But every now 
and then there's a flare-up among the chil 
dren that bothers us. The latest one hap 
pened only a few days ago. 

All four of us were concerned about 
one evening when Karen and Barbara 
were out on their bikes and met some 
boys who will be high-school freshmen 
next year. They rode around together for 
a while, then settled at a fairly quiet in 
tersection to "talk"a polite term for be 
ing noisily insulting. 

When the street lights came on, Susie 
and Pete happened by on their way home. 
Seeing Karen in the midst of her pals, 
they hailed her. 

Up to that point, the stories agreed 
pretty well, but from there on--! Karen 
says they yelled at her as if she were a lit 
tle kid who had to go to bed early. They 
say they just reminded her that the street 
lights were on. They say she screamed 
at them and called them names. She says 
she told them she was older and we 
wouldn't care if she were a few minutes 
later than they. 

To ADD to the confusion, or straighten 
it out, I'm not sure which, Barbara's 
brother, Bob, came along in the family 
car and picked up Barbara's bike and put 
it in the trunk and her in the front seat. 
just as the man on the corner came out 
to tell them to take their noise somewhere 
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else. Both girls were completely humili 
ated. They could never face those boys 

again. (Apparently what the neighbors 
thought did not matter.) 

Bob, Sr. scratched his head as we were 
talking. "I know what I'd have thought 
of the parents of girls who acted like 
that," he said. I just don't know how 
two such nice girls as Barbara and Karen 
got into such a muddle. Maybe I'm prj-
udiced" and as we hooted, �-all right, 
then, I'm prejudiced, but I think they are 
about as lovely youngsters as you'd find 
anywhere." 

III second that," agreed Dan. "But 
they are youngsters. We can't expect 
them to act like anything else. And you've 
got to admit our younger ones with their 
jeering and Bob with his bossy older 
brother ways complicated the situation. 
I doubt whether the neighbors would have 

had anything to complain about if the 
family interference hadn't aggravated 
them." 

We gave Barbara a good talking to," 
said Blanche. "I'm just glad Bob was 
there to bring her home." 

*AND YOU DON'T think he was high 
handed at all?" 

"Oh, a little, perhaps. But it was for 
her own good. I guess those boys know 
now that she has an older brother to look 
after her. Now, don't look at me like 
that, Dan Melton. I like boys and girls 
or I wouldn't be advisor to the Luther 
League. But that crowd is different. They 

are just rough and rowdy.'" 
"Careful how you tread on my toes. A 

few of them are in my scout troop, you 
know." They were laughing, but there 
was an undercurrent of seriousness that 
worried me. I've seen adults identify 
themselves with a youth group and make 
a "love me, love my dog" business of 
their attachment. 

it be that we need to clear the air in our 
families a little? Nothing serious has 
happened. We just don't want the girls 
getting a reputation for rowdiness, either 
with the grown-ups or with the boys. At 
the time, I agreed with Blanche that it 
was a good thing Bob happened along. 
Now, I wonder whether he didn't enjoy 
asserting his authority and making Barby 
obey him." 

WELL, THE UPSHOT of it was that we 
decided to try letting the younger genera 
tion bring their feelings about the whole 
thing out in the open. And then we were 
going to try having the families do more 
things together. The only trouble with 
that was that both Bob, Sr., and Dan had 
finished their vacations and we couldn't 
count on them too much. "And don't 
count on me," said Bob, Jr., "unless I can 
bring someone to keep me company while 
I baby sit." 

"If you feel like that," Blanche told 
me she began. And according to her ver 
sion, Bob went on, "I feel like that. But 
I also think families should do things to 

gether. So if I may bring Chuck Mawson 
along, Il go to the museumn. What's 
more, II tend the fire and help keep 
those characters you've invited to the 
doggie roast in line. No, I'm just kidding. 
I will, positively will, remember they are 

Barbara's guests and that I'm sort of a 
host, not a bouncer." 

As we waited in the museum foyer, 
Blanche suddenly exclaimed, "Here they 
come. I knew they'd find a parking space 
before too long. All the spaces couldn't 
be taken at this early hour." 

*And don't they look too, too Ivy 
League?" smirked Barbara. Then she 
caught herself, I mean, aren't they hand 
some?" 

Pete looked at her in disgust. "How 
revolting can you get?" And, secretly, I 

I was glad when Bob broke in. "Could thought he had a point. 
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PERSONAL 

PROBLEM 

CLINIC 
By EARL S. RUDISILL 

Church life 
QUESTION: All my life I've been in 

some kind of church work. At last I be 
came treasurer of the Sunday school. 
That ended after several years when I had 
an argument with the auditor about 
bookkeeping methods. (He is a banker 
and I am a farmer.) Shortly after that 
he made an audit of my accounts, and 
spread the report, behind my back, that 
there was a shortage of dollars. 

Actually, the alleged shortage was due 
to an error in his balance sheet. My re 
port was right, his was wrong. I requested 
that he be given opportunity to defend 
his report or apologize. Instead, I was 
labeled a troublemaker. I have prayed 
that my name may be cleared, but noth 

ing has happened. I am thinking of trans 
ferring to another congregation. 

REPLY: 1. Be sure that you are com 
pletely right. Have someone else go 
over your books and give you a state 
ment that your accounts are all right. 

2. Having made your integrity 
known to dependable people, drop the 
whole matter. Leave it to the informed 

people to vindicate you quietly over 
the months ahead. Let truth have its 
way. 

3. Do no talking to people about 
this affair for two good reasons: a) 
The welfare of the congregation de 
mands as little talk as possible. b) The 
less talk you do about it the better im 
pression you will leave, while the more 
you say, the more you will make people 

32 

feel you are on the defensive, and per 
haps at fault. 

4. Stay with the congregation and 
do whatever service you are called 
upon to perform. To run away would 
indicate to some people that you are in 
error. Do all you can to create good 
will in the congregation. 

Decorum 
QUESTION: I have been in correspond 

ence with a man in the South for several 
months. He is a widower and I am a 
widow. He has come here to see me three 
times, but I have not seen the place where 
he lives and works. He has invited me 
to come for a visit and has invited me to 
stay at his apartment while there. I should 
like to see his place and the circumstances 

of his life, for if this affair should de 
velop to the point of marriage that is 
where I'Il be living. But I hesitate to go 
there now and stay at his apartment. 

REPLY: If you are sure of the char 
acter of this man- -sure enough to 
think of marrying him--you also know 
pretty well whether you ought to stay 
at his place or not. As far as you two 
are concerned it would probably turn 
out all right, though it is likely that you 
would both feel rather uneasy about it. 
No matter how fine the relationship 
between you may be, it is almost cer 
tain that some of your friends and some 
of his friends would not approve, 

After alI, we live among people and 
we want their approval and respect. 
We have to order our doings so as to 
merit their approval and good will. 
Your hesitancy is justified. You had 
better follow a conservative path in 
this matter. You will do yourself and 
your friend a kindness by observing 
the generally accepted amenities. 

Go to visit your suitor, but stay at a 

respectable hotel or guest house. 
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Interpreting the Psalms 
The Interpreters' Bible, Volume IV; Psalms, Proverbs. By W. Stewart McCullough, Charles T. 

Fritsch, and others. Abingdon Press. 957 pages. Three maps. $8.75. 
The Interpreters' Bible on Psalms and Proverbs has been eagerly awaited, and maintains 

the high standard which has been set by the editors for the project as a whole. We have 
here the advantage of an unusual number of points of view and approaches to the Psalms 
and the Proverbs. The exegesis of the Psalms has been shared by two competent Canadian 
scholars, W. Stewart McCullough of the 
United Church of Canada and the Univer 
sity of Toronto and William R. Taylor, also 
of the University of Toronto. 

The up-to-date and concise introduction 
to the Psalms has been done by Dr. Mc 
Cullough. Each of the Psalms has been 
given its special introduction by the com 
mentators. Psalm 46, for example, has a 
550-word description of its meaning and 
pattern as a whole, before the detailed in 

terpretation begins. 
This should be of great help to the reader 

who will do well, after going over this sketch 
by way of preview, to read the printed text 
of the Psalm in both translations (KJ and 
RSV) and then go on to the further detailed 
comment on words and phrases. The one 
adverse criticism of this part of the book is 
that some interesting details of the Psalms 
have had to be passed over because of lack 
of space. Occasionally there is less space 
given to the direct exegesis than to the Psalm 
text itself, while the space given to the homi 
letical exposition may far exceed the total 
given to text and exegesis combined. 

In general, the homiletical treatment tends 
to be bulky and sometimes wanders far 
from the text, like some sermons! The con 
tributors to this sermonic mnaterial on the 
Psalms are the late J. R. P. Sclater, author 
and one-time moderator of the United 
Church of Canada, Edwin M. Poteat, a 
North Carolina Baptist, and F. H. Ballard, 
an English Nonconformist. They are all 
helpful and thoughtful in their way, but 
culture weighs more than creed in their gen 
eral method. 

The introduction and exegesis of Proverbs 
has been done with thoroughness and with 
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greater fulness than that on the Psalms. 
Charles T. Fritsch, the commentator here, 
has been teaching the Old Testament at 
Princeton Seminary for many years, is a 
graduate of Muhlenberg College, and a son 
of the late Prof. Robert Fritsch of that in 
stitution. His scholarship is fully equal to 
that of the Canadian commentators and his 
approach is theologically more conservative. 

The comparatively brief homiletical ex 
position of Proverbs has been well done by 
R. W. Schloerb, an American Baptist and 
former minister of the Evangelical Church. 

Minneapolis WILLIAM H. CoOPER 

Introducing Theologians 
Men Who Shape Belief. By David Wesley 

Soper. Westminster Press. 224 pages. $3.50. 
This is Volume II of Major Voices in 

Theology, by the same author. It contains 
digests of the principal ideas found in the 
writings of eleven contemporary theologians, 
with brief comments and summaries. The 
list of names was not arbitrarily compiled by 
the author, but chosen from a larger list 
suggested by "seminary leaders and church 
men about the country from many denomi 
national backgrounds." 

Perhaps the author has in mind continuing 
his plan until his present list is exhausted. 
If so, he will be performing a useful service. 
There are many who would like to be in 
formed of what the author calls "the unfin 
ished theological conversation in our time" 
but lack the time or the opportunity to read 
theological books. 

There is wide variety to the trends of 
thought appearing in these eleven theolo 
gians. The author recognizes this and divides 
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the list into two groups. Under the caption 
"the Central Themethe Lord of History," 
he summarizes the contributions of James 
Luther Adams, Douglas V. Steere, John A. 
Mackay, Walter M. Horton, John C. Ben 
nett, William Pauck, and Harris Franklin 
Rall. Under "Alternate Trends" he places 
W. Norman Pittinger, Henry N. Wieman, 
Louis Berkhof, and Edgar S. Brightman. 

It is not an easy task which the author 
has undertaken, but he accomplishes it in a 
creditable manner. In clear, concise and 
readable fashion he has summarized the 
widely divergent contributions which each 
of these eleven men has made to theological 
thought. There are few direct quotations. 
For the most part the author tells the story 
in his own words. But this gives continuity 
to each chapter and helps sustain the inter 
est. His hope is that what he has done will 
stimulate the desire to read the books which 
have been his sources, and thus stimulate 
interest in the men who are shaping our 
theological belief. EMIL E. FisCHER 

Philadelphia 

Response to MeCarthy Peril 
Communism, Conformity, and Civil Liberties. 

By Samuel A. Stouffer. Doubleday and Co. 
278 pages. $4.00. 

The undertaking which Professor Stouffer 
reports in this book belongs among the more 
significant and ambitious recent inquiries 
into the public mind. Under the auspices 
of the Fund for the Republic, interviewers 
set out to discover what Americans were 

worrying about and how they felt about the 
threats to security which occupied the head 
lines. 

Whether the results disturb or encourage 
depends on the reader. By and large, even 
during the height of the Army-McCarthy 
hearings, Americans showed little conscious 
preoccupation with communism or civil 
liberties. They were concerned primarily 
with themselves, their jobs, their chances of 
getting ahead. Probing by the interviewers 
did, however, bring out latent attitudes. 
Among those who showed a greater degree 
of tolerance for nonconformity were the 
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young, the educated, Westerners, mnetropoli 
tan residents, males. and nonchurch-going 
people. In addition, civic leaders were more 
tolerant than the rank and file. 

Several interpretations are possible. Ex 
posure to diversity in thought and conduct, 
together with experience in resolving con 
fificts among people, apparently contributes 
to tolerance. A perceived threat to values 
cherished as sacred reduces tolerance. In 
terestingly, only a very small percentage of 
those interviewed had ever known a Com 
munist personally. 

The categories used are external and 
quantitative, e.g., age, sex, amount of edu 
cation. Exploration in depth should follow. 
No doubt a correlation exists, e.g., between 
some kinds of religious attitudes and intoler 
ance--but without further analysis we have 
only defined the problem, not solved it. 

The assumptions of the book are those of 
a rational liberalism derived from science: 
it would have us be tolerant because this is 
the democratic American way. There is lit 
tle awareness of the deep-seated ambiguity 
of our own tradition or of more vital sources 
of tolerance than a benevolent neutralism. 

Wittenberg College KARL H. HERTz 

A Call to Faith. By Rachel Henderlite. John 
Knox Press. 217 pages. $3. 

The author's main concern is to translate 
the Christian creeds, too often taken for 
granted, into "language understandable to 
the man in the street," She outlines her eX 
planation of Christian faith in three major 
parts: God's work for man, God's work in 
man, and man's work with God. 

Not attempting to present definite doc 
trinal statements, the book will stimulate 

thinking. The author digs into every corner 
of our daily lives. The point of view as 
sumed is typically Protestant; however, some 
portions of the book (specifically, the sacra 
ments) seem inadequately presented. 

A. S. 

Achieving Real Happines. By Kenneth Hilde 
brand. Harper. 245 pages. $3. 

Self-help book on overcoming fears and 
frustrations, with quasi-Christian overtones. 
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SYNOD CONVENTION 

lcelandic 
Gimli Church, Gimli, Manitoba, 

June 25-29 

By ERIC H. SIGMAR 

UNANIMOUSLY and enthusiastically the 
delegates to the convention of the Icelandic 
Synod voted a $175,000 financial drive to 
rebuild "Betel," the synod's old people's 
home at Gimli. The need for a "'new" 
Betel had been graphically presented by lead 
ing members of its standing committee, the 
Rev. Sigurdur Olafsson of Selkirk, Man., 
and Dr. George Johnson of Gimli. The new 
plans call for a complete renovation of the 
old building, with one section set aside as a 
nursing home and infirmary. A new building 

will also be erected with small apartments 
for elderly married couples. 

A festival spirit prevailed over the entire 
convention as delegates celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of their synod. Dr. V. J. Ey 
lands, synod president, introduced the Rev. 
K. K. Olafson of the Ilinois Synod, presi 
dent of the Icelandic Synod during 1923-43, 
who sketched some of the 70-year history 
with insight and wit. 

The bishop of Iceland, Dr. Asmundur 
Gudmundsson, sent greetings delivered by 
his personal representative, the Rev. Olafur 
Skulason, who arrived in America with his 
young bride just in time to be present at the 
convention. Dr. H. Sigmar of Blaine, Wash., 
responded to these greetings and expressed 
his pleasure in representing the United Lu 
theran Church and the Icelandic Synod at 
the consecration of Bishop Gudmundsson in 
Reykjavik in 1954. 

Dr. George F. Harkins brought the greet 
ings of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. Pioneer pastor of the synod, Dr. 
Runolfur Marteinsson, ordained almost 60 
years ago, recalled pioneer days in the Gimli 
parish. 

THE PRESIDENT's report revealed advance 
ment in the synod and its congregations. He 
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announced the reception of two new pas 
tors, O. Skulason called to the Mountain 
parish in North Dakota, and Russel Weberg, 
called to Calvary Church, Seattle, Wash. A 
new field is being developed in Silver 
Heights, a suburban area of Winnipeg, by 
Pastor Eric H. Sigmar. Three young men 
are now preparing for the ministry. 

But the president reported that there were 
unfortunate indications that all was not well 
with the synod. Apportionment payments to 
the ULCA lag far behind most other synods. 
and congregations "would soon have to 
awaken to their responsibility in this impor 
tant part of their stewardship." 

Official representative of the ULCA, Dr. 
Harkins, presented the coming evangelism 
program, which synod accepted by electing 
an evangelism committee. In a stirring 
presentation he outlined the whole program 
of the United Lutheran Church. He also 
rendered much valuable assistance during 
discussions on stewardship, evangelism, Lu 
theran World Action, parish education. 

The lcelandic Synod, organized in 885, be 
came a constituent synod of the United Lu 
theran Church in 1940. A majority of its 35 
congregations are in Manitoba. lcelandic-lan 
guage services, as well as services in English, 
are conducted in most of these congregations. 

ONCE AGAIN lay delegates proved they 
controlled the vote in this unique synod, 
with pastoral delegates being outnumbered 
more than two to one. A pastor-sponsored 
motion to raise the synodical budget was de 
feated. (To the convention came one lay 
delegate for every 100 confirmed members 
of each congregation.) Many lay delegates 
supported the motion for increasing the 
budget, but not a sufficient number to make 
a majority. 

Officers re-elected were: Dr. Eylands, 

president; Mr. N. 0. Bardal, treasurer; the 
Rev. G. Guttormsson, vice president; the 
Rev. S. T. Guttormsson, stewardship secre 
tary; Mrs. S. Sigurdson, statistician. The 
Rev. Eric H. Sigmar was elected secretary. 
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NEW YORK 

Buffalo Lutherans to Build Home for Invalid Aged 

BUFFALo-A joint venture of four Lutheran bodies, long in the planning stage, was 
launched this month when representatives of the United Lutheran Church, Augustana. 
American Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod broke ground for a 
home for the invalid aged. 

By HERBERT A. BOSCH 

The home will be built on a plot which 
was part of the property of the United Lu 
theran Church Home for the Aged in Buf 
falo and was transferred to the Lutheran 
Council of the Niagara Frontier for this pur 
pose. Additional land was purchased by the 
Council to insure adequate parking space. 

Building costs are estimated at $400,000. 
Accommodation for 90 persons will be pro 
vided. 

Participants at the groundbreaking, at 
tended by 700, were the Rev. Martin J. 
Alpers (Aug. ), Council president; E. J. 
Echtenkamp (Mo.), chairman of finance 
committee; and Dr. John M. Strodel (ULC), 
chairman of the building committee. 

SCHOOL BUSES kept rolling over suburban 
and rural roads in the Buffalo area as chil 
dren were offered the opportunity of attend 
ing vacation church schools throughout the 
summer. The Council of Churches listed 80 
schools, 14 of which operated by ULC 
churches. Their two-week schedules ex 
tended over all of July and August. One 
ULC church, St. Timothy's, Grand Island 
(the Rev. William A. Rowen, pastor), let 
the school run for one day of the week all 
through the vacation period. 

PASTORS and their families, almost eighty 
strong, had their annual picnic at Grace 
Church, North Tonawanda, the Rev. Her 
mann B. Miller pastor. Grace's Couples' 
Club was host. New officers of the Pastors' 

Association were elected: President, the Rev. 
Albert G. Schofer, First Church, Blasdell; 
vice president, the Rev. Henry T. McKnight, 
Concordia. Buffalo; secretary, the Rev. How 
ard F. Guhl, St. John's, Gardenville; treas 
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urer, the Rev. Emory Juhasz, Our Saviour's, 
Buftalo. 

Final payment of obligations incurred in 
a $100,000 improvement programn was made 
by Christ Church, Dr. John M. Strodel pas 
tor, on the congregation's seventieth anni 
versary. Christ Church has been served by 
only two pastors, the late Rev. Theodore H. 
Becker, who ministered for almost fîfty 
years, and the present pastor, a son of the 
congregation, who became assistant in 1926 
and later assumed full charge. 

Laymen from several churches have been 
called upon to supply in congregations when 
pastors are on vacation. Men from the fields 
of radio, banking. insurance, industry and 
government service mounted the pulpit. 
Among the lay preachers were Carl Erick 
son, Ellsworth Miller, Vesper Wurster, Clar 
ence Neun and Herbert A. Bosch, Jr. 

Young people, more than .100, observed 
youth week at Silver Lake, late in August. 
Leaders from Rochester and Bufalo pre 
sented a program of church-related and 
Bible-centered subjects. A variety of work 
shops were offered. The event was spon 
sored by the two conferences in the area. 

RoCHESTER--Immanuel Church, Webster, 
dedicated a parish house, which will be used 
by its church school and for social func 
tions. Used by the Methodist Church as a 
manse for more than 65 years, it stands be 
tween the Lutheran church and its parson 
age. The purchase of the property increases 
the parking facilities also. The Rev. Frank 
lin K. Blank is pastor. Concord Church. 
West Greece, the Rev. Walter G. Smihul.a 
pastor, dedicated a new chancel, communion 
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DECADE OF GROWTH: Crowning a ten-year period of progress, seven new missions were received 

into the Pacific Synod at its convention in Spokane, Wash. Delegates looked with pride at map 

showing location of 27 missions developed in the territory since 1945. Pointing to map is Dr. 

Charles B. Foelsch, Board of American Missions president. Standing with himn are (left) Synod 

President Dr. L. H. Steinhoff and Dr. Arthur M. Knudsen, BAM secretary of English Missions. 

rail and carpeting. A credence bracket and 

alms basin were presented by the confirma 

tion class, offering plates by Mr. and Mrs. 
Karl Bock. 

Pastors retreat of the Rochester Confer 

ence was held at Vine Valley, Canandaigua 
Lake. Theme was, "The Word of God in 
the Pastor's Life." Speakers were Pastors 
Albert Horn, Louis G. Golder and Elmer 

G. Schaertel. Devotions were led by Pastors 
Eugene L. Stowell, Helmut T. Dietrich, and 
John A. W. Kirsch. 

The Rev, John A. W. Kirsch, St. John's, 
Rochester, celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of his ordination on June 19. Dr. Ernest 
J. Hoh, pastor of Emmanuel Church, Lan 
Caster, Pa., preached. Pastor Kirsch has 
been at St. John's for 10 years. Following 
Lne anniversary service, congregation mem 
Ders honored Pastor Kirsch at a reception. 

Ihe Rev. Alvin F. Messersmith has re 
Signed from the pastorate at Church of Peace 
l0 become pastor of St. Paul's congregation, 
West Camp. 
August 31, 1955 

Population Trends Shown 

In Queens Development 
By WILLIAM R. FUHLBRUCK 

LONG IsLAND--The changing scene in met 
ropolitan New York is reflected in the grow 
ing population of the borough of Queens 
which gained 61,000 residents last year. Cal 
culated at the present rate of growth, Queens 

will have a population of 2,000,000 on its 
118.6 square miles by 1960. 

With scores of new industrial plants rising 
on Long Islandfactory payrolls in Queens, 
Nassau, and Suffolk counties exceeded $650 
million last year-homes are being built at 
an unprecedented rate. Most of thenm are 

small houses for young people at the start 
of professional life. 

Educational facilities in Queens include 
157 public schools (enrollment 190,591 ) 
and 74 Roman Catholic schools (enrollment 
55,388) in addition to seven Protestant and 
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four schools that are privately managed. 
Although churches have kept pace with 

the borough's development- there are 252 
Protestant and 96 Roman Catholic churches 
plus 105 synagogues--Lutheran congrega 
tions have not experienced a corresponding 
growth. Over the past 15 years the con 
firmed membership of United Lutheran 
churches on Long Island increased annually 
by 200, the communing membership by 100. 
Three new congregations were organized 
since 1944. According to a stewardship com 
mittee report of the Long Island Conference, 
the 93 congregations have a total confirmed 
membership of 46,598, a communing mem 
bership of 30,787. 

These figures show that population shifts 
have not brought sizable numbers of Lu 
therans into the area, but they also point to 

I's dark at 10 P. M. at Linden Avenue 

and Selma Road, Springfield, Ohio, but 
the lights of Second Lutheran Church are 
on. 

GIFT ON WHEELS 

Attracted to the lighted church, a motor 
ist waiks into the pastor's study, greets the 
pastor, tosses down his automobile keys, 
submits driver's license, ownership papers, 
and says, "I'm done with it: you can have 
it." 

The motorist, a stranger to the Rev. 
Maynard A. StulI, is middle-aged, serious, 
sober. He explains that he, a war veteran 
and a nervous driver, had experienced 

minor brushes in tra ffic, decided that night 
that he'd give full possession of his car 
to any charitable or worthy institution with 
lights on and working. 

The pastor reports that the stranger 
came to morning service a few days later, 
restated his purpose in the presence of 
council members. The church accepted the 
gift, with profound thanks, and in selling 
the popular-make vehicle realized $I,000. 

Everything legal-and thanks 
preacher who was working late. 
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to a 

-K. G. LIND 

the need of a more intensified home missions 
programn and to the desirability of obtaining 
prompt and full information when members 
of United Lutheran churches move to the 
fastly developing Long Island area. 

Although Long Island Conference mem 
bership has remained almost static for 15 
years, benevolence receipts have gone up 
considerably, the conference stewardship 
committee reported. Assigned quotas 
creased almost 300 per cent since 1940 to a 
total of $335,000, but payments soared to 
693 per cent $285,000. While only one 
congregation paid its benevolence 100 per 
cent in 1940, 49 paid their quota in full in 
1954 (the high was attained in 1953 with 58 
churches paying 100 per cent). 

in 

This development, the committee said, "is 
due largely to the workshop program of the 
synodical stewardship committee where in 
tense training of pastors and laymen Was 
accomplished." 

"HELPING HAND," the one-package fund 
appeal for six social service agencies oper 
ated by the church in the metropolitan area, 
raised almost $33,000 in Long Island Con 
ference churches in 1954; in the New York 
Conference $26,000 was collected in a 15 
month period. Since the appeal was launched 
five years ago, it has made rapid progress. 

At the end of June, representatives of 
"Helping Hand" and of A.C.A. met and de 
cided to merge their fund-raising efforts on 
behalf of institutions both groups under 
write individually. Principles which guided 
"Helping Hand" will be applied by the 
merged body whose chairnman is Pastor 
Franklin D. Fry of St. Philip's Church, 
Brooklyn, who also replaced Pastor Ivan L. 
Sterner of Holy Trinity Church, Hollis, as 
director of "Helping Hand." 

SUNDAY sCHOOL PUPILS in New York City 
may get reduced fares on subways and bus 
lines on their way to and from church school. 
New York City's Transit Authority Chair 
man Sidney H. Bingham is studying a pro 
posal by one of the authority's members. 
Harris J. Klein, to issue special cards to Sun 
day school pupils entitling them to half-fare 

(Continued on page 40) 
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EVERYONE ENJOYS A SUMMER PICNIC 

Picnic time is here! About this time every 

year there are thousands of happy children with 

flled tummies, and hundreds of cheerful older 
folks with stiff muscles and sore backs. A reg 
ular highlight of the Sunday school and congre 
gational program at nearly every church is the 

annual summer picnic. 
At St. Luke's Sunday school, Reading, Pa., 

they really do things up in a big way. For the 
past ten years members have been boarding 

a special train that carries them over 30 miles 

of track to Lititz Springs Park. This year over 
600 persons, from six months to 60, participated 
in fun and fellowship. 

Events were typical of picnics held through 
out the country-baseball, peanut scrambles, 
contests, races, volleyball, a songfest, and, nat 
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urally, plenty to eat. And what contests-

"Guess the number of pretzel sticks in a pound," 
"guess the baby's age (in days)." The young 
sters enjoyed the train ride just as much as the 
picnic and the scheduled games. 
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rides on Sundays until 2 P.M. Church schools 
"are an integral part of the school program," 
Mr. Klein wrote, "and in many cases it is 
an economic hardship for parents to pay full 
fare for the children." 

A first-grade day school, first step toward 
a full-scale Christian school, will be oper 

ated by Epiphany Church, Hempstead. The 
congregation successfully conducted a daily 
kindergarten last year. Enrollment of first 
graders so far stands at 15, with a sizable 
number of applications pending. The school 
is under the direction of Pastor Herbert N. 
Gibney. Deaconess Esther M. Brose taught 
kindergarten pupils. 

Most Protestant pastors find their salaries 
inadequate, a Long lsland newspaper re 
ported, but none was openly dissatisfied 
despite the fact that they had little money 
left after paying living expenses. 

Salaries, excluding use of the parsonage, 
range from $3,500 +o $4,500, with some min 
isters getting as little as $3,000 and a few 
more than $5,000. In almost all cases, car 
allowances do not cover actual travel ex 
penses. "The congregation doesn't realize 
how living expenses have gone up in the last 
two decades," one minister said. "l'm get 
ting almost the same salary I got 20 years 
ago." 

"An American flag in every home" was 
the slogan of Luther Leaguers of Good 
Shepherd Church, Bayside West, who com 
bined the sale of flags and poles with a can 
vass of the community. They earned $100 
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which will go to supplement congregational 
projects and got accounts of their work 
printed by local newspapers to counterbal 
ance reports on juvenile delinquency. 

LONG IsLAND Students were recipients of 
four scholarships from Wagner College, 
Staten Island. Awards went to Henry Heil. 
son of Pastor William T. Heil of Christ 
Church, Little Neck; Hope Machina of 
North Merrick; Virginia Lipinsky of Mas 
peth; and Harry Steeve, Woodhaven. 

A $4,000 scholarship for the University 
of Rochester School of Medicine was re 
ceived by Zsolt George De Papp, son of 
Pastor John L. E. de Papp of St. Paul's 
Church, Rhinebeck, N. Y., former pastor 
of St. Peter's Church, Greenport. Young de 
Papp, a Dartmouth graduate and active 
member of the Lutheran Club, also received 
a $1,000 scholarship from a New York 
foundation. He was twice on the dean's list 
of outstanding students at Dartmouth. 

"GROWING PAINs" have forced Ascension 
Church, Franklin Square, to plan three serv 
ices and three church-school sessions on 
Sundays this fall Lutheran summer 
schools sponsored by the New York Synod 
were attended by 40 young members of 
Epiphany Church, Hempstead, 21 of whom 
received scholarships from the congregation 
to help pay part of the cost . .. Pastor Rob 
ert E. Mohr of St. Luke's Church, Wood 
haven, has been appointed to the pastoral 
committee of the Queens County Mental 
Health Association. The committee, made 
up of representatives of various faiths, has 

THREE WINNERS: For three con 
secutive years, girls of St. Paul's 

Church, Vancouver, Wash., won 
the "citizenship cup" Shumway 
Junior High School awards a grad 
uate for outstanding citizenship, 
scholarship. Pacific Synod Presi 
dent L.. H. Steinhoff (right) and 
St. Paul's Pastor Homer W. Berner 
are shown (from left) with Jackie 
Osborn (1955 winner), Janice 
Herman (1954 winner) and Carol 
Johnson (1953 winner). 
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OFF TOA GOOD START is St. Timothy's Church, a mission organized this May at Corpus Christi, 
Texas. Developed by Pastor Walter L. Lentz, congregation was formed with sixty charter members. 

drawn up a statement on the pastor's role in 

mental health problems. 
Christian education is a matter of faith, 

courage, and spirit," Edwin T. Pitt told 50 

Luther Leaguers of Christ Church, Little 
Neck. Mr. Pitt is principal of Bayside Hills 

junior high school and president of New 
York City's Protestant Teachers' Associa 
tion. 

Putting "The Lutheran'" into every home 
of members of Trinity Church, Bellerose, has 
pajd dividends, Pastor W. John Derr says. 
As chairman of the conference committee 

for promotion of the weekly news magazine, 
Pastor Derr speaks from experience as he 
urges church councils and pastors to con 
sider underwriting subscriptions for every 
family in the congregation. "Holy Trinity 
has experienced marked increase in church 
attendance and giving since 'The Lutheran' 
was included in our congregational budget," 
he notes. More enlightened and effective 
Christian leadership was another result of 
the subscription program. 

HERE AND THERE-Advent, Elmont, was 
received into the synod at its May conven 
tion. Work in the Elmont area was begun 
by Pastor Alfred Keyser of Franklin Square. 
The Rev. Erich Waldeck, now pastor of 
Advent, began working there while still a 
seminarian. 

Norman S. Dinkel, ordained last May, 
was received as assistant pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, Maspeth. The Rev. Austin 
L. P. Bosch is pastor. 
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"Pastors' Convocation" has been scheduled 
for Long Island on Oct. 31. Dr. Paul E. 
Scherer, professor of homiletics at Union 
Seminary, is scheduled to speak on "Preach 
ing." 

Trinity Church, Wyandanch, has received 
Home Missions Committee approval for 
building a new church edifice at an estimated 
cost of $71,960. L. J. Roder is pastor. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Churches Cited as Example 
For Continued Segregation 

By FRANK K. EFIRD 

HICKORY-Racial segregation practiced in 
churches was cited as an example for main 
taining segregation in public schools by 
North Carolina's Governor Luther Hodges 
in a state-wide radio broadcast Aug. 8. 
Pointing out that the churches maintain 
voluntary segregation," the state leader 
urged the same program in schools. He pre 
dicted that the state's public school system 
would cease to exist if segregation were not 
maintained. He blasted the NAACP. 

The general impression is that churches 
are having very little influence in guiding 
either their membership or the public at 
large in the segregation issue. Several Prot 
estant groups have adopted resolutions ap 
proving the Supreme Court decision. but 
white Protestant churches with Negro mem 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
bers do not exist. There is no indication 
that their doors are being opened to Ne 
groes. Roman Catholic churches generally 
practice nonsegregation, but Roman Cath 
olics are a minority group in the state. 

Lenoir Rhyne College broke ground for a 
new auditorium on Aug. 14. It will be named 
the "P. E. Monroe Auditorium" in memory 
of the late Dr. P. E. Monroe, who served for 
years as president of the institution. This 
is the first in a group of seven buildings 
planned for construction on the campus in 
the next five years. The new auditorium 
will cost over $500,000. Seating capacity 

will be I,500. Next building to be erected 
the Shuford gymnasium for which bids are 

expected soon. 
The Northern Conference, centering 

around Salisbury, is planning another pilot 
project in evangelism in the ULC. Last year 
the conference conducted one of the pilot 
preaching-teaching missions. This year a 
census of the whole conference is being 
planned. Congregational census teams will 
be instructed in mass rallies on Oct. 2, and 
every-home visitation in the conference will 
be conducted Oct. 9. It is hoped that this 
project will uncover a large number of pros 
pects to be cultivated before a preaching mis 
sion takes place in February. Concentrations 
of Lutherans may also be discovered in areas 
where new churches should be started. The 
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SPECIAL WELCOME was given Kerry 
Potter as he was baptized by Pastor I. Wilson 
Kepner: It was I,500th baptism performed in 
St. John's Church, Brooklyn (Baltimore), Md. 
Baby's father is high school assistant principal. 

Paul 

Rev. E. Dale Click of the ULC department 
of evangelism will direct the census. 

Stewardship workshops are being planned 
in ten areas of the synod, Sept. 19-30, led 
by the Rev. Ernest L. Misenheimer, syn 
odical stewardship chairman. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

St. Stephen's Church, Lenoir, the Rev. 
C. S. King pastor, dedicated its new $75,000 
church and educational building Aug. 14. 
St. Mark's, Salisbury, broke ground for a 
new $82,000 church plant July 24. The Rev. 
J. A. Seaboch is pastor. 

By ROBERT G. SANDER 

Youth Camp Will Be Site 
For Three Adult Retreats 

JOHNSToWNThree adult retreats will be 
held at Camp Sequanota, Jennerstown, in 
September. The Rev. George E. Bowersox, 
Jr. chairman of the Retreat Committee, 
said: "Christian instruction is not limited to 
children and youth. The facilities of the 
camp are available to all. Camp Sequanota 
is happy to co-operate with Allegheny Con 
ference leaders in sponsoring these retreats." 

Leading the retreat for women, Sept. 9-11, 
will be Mrs. C. W. Baker, former WMS pres 
ident of the ULCA; Miss Betty Benner, on 
assignment with the Board of American 
Missions; and the Rev. Robert G. Whisler, 
Johnstown, who will direct the Bible study. 

Men will occupy the camp Sept. 16-18. 
Speakers for the week-end include Merwyn 
C. Fuss, president of the ULCA Brother 
hood; Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, Gettysburg 
Seminary; and Dr. Martin L. Tozer, syn 
odical missionary superintendent from Har 
risburg. 

Last camp of the 1955 season will be for 
young adults: Sept. 23-25. Dr. F. William 

The Lutheran 



Brandt, Serving the St. Clairsville charge, 
will conduct the Bible hour: Dr. Grover E. 

Swoyer, pastor of Trinity Church, Pitts 
burgh, and the Rev. Richard P. Fenske, 
pastor of the Church of the Good Shepherd 
(ALC), Pittsburgh, will also share in the 
retreat. 

A Leadership Education School will be 
held in Zion Church, Johnstown, six Monday 
evenings beginning Sept. 19. Eight courses 

are being offered. Courses include the 
Gospel of Luke, taught by the Rev. Robert 

G. Whisler, and the Book of Isaiah, taught 
by the Rev. Charles P. Gartner of Davids 

ville. 
Other teachers will be the Rev. Andrew 

T. Rehbogen, the Rev. Robert G. Sander, 
the Rev. Harold L. Rowe, Sister Edna Mc 
Vicker, the Rev. John E. Gaus, and Attorney 
Robert G. Rose. 

Evangelism will be theme of four stew 
ardship workshops to be held on the teri 
tory of the Allegheny Conference. Work 
shop meetings will be held in St. James' 
Church, Huntingdon, Oct. 3; in Bethany 

Church, Altoona, Oct. 4; in Moxham Church, 
Johnstown, Oct. 5; and in Grace Church, 
Stoystown, Oct. 6. Church leaders from all 
conference churches are expected to attend. 

Zion Church, Everett, recently received 
$2,000$1,000 from Emanuel E. Forney, 
a member of the Everett Methodist Church, 
and $1,000 from the late Percy B. Cham 
betlain, a member of Zion. Prior to the ar 
rival of Zion's new pastor, David E. Bom 
boy, the congregation spent $5,000 in repairs 
to the parsonage. 

A photograph of the late Rev. J. Richard 
Fisher was unveiled at First Church, Al 

TALL SIGN OF VICTORY: When Faith Church, 
Yuma, Ariz., decided to build a church and 
raise the necessary funds, it set the goal at an 
ambitious $10,000. The goal turned out to be 
somewhat less than ambitious. When a count 

was made at the end of June, pledges had 
passed the $l8,000 mark and were still coming 
in at the rate of an average $300 per member. 
Faith's pastor is the Rev. Stanley E. Olson. 
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toona, in mid-July. Pastor Fisher served as 
assistant pastor from June 1952 until the 
time of his death Dec. 8, 1953. The act of 
dedication was performed by Nelson F, 
Clapper, senior elder; the Rev. Cedric w. 
Tilberg, pastor, and the Rev. Eugene R. 
McVicker, associate pastor and a close per 
sonal friend of Pastor Fisher. 

The Rev, Charles A. Chamberlin has re 
signed from Palm United Church, Palmyra, 
to accept a call to Trinity Church, Juniata. 
Altoona, effective Sept. 1. Chaplain Wallace 
S. Anderson who had served on the staff of 
the Veterans Hospital in Altoona was trans 
ferred to the new VA hospital in Manhattan. 

N. Y., Aug. 1. 

York Lutheran Welfare Service 
Builds County Home for Aged 

By PAUL LEVI FOULK 

YORKConstruction of a $550,000 York 
County Lutheran home for the aged was ap 
proved in July by the board of control of 
the Lutheran Welfare Service. The home 

will have facilities to accommodate 60 
guests. The board of directors was author 
ized to appoint committees to study plans 

18266 
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PA.: YORK 

concerning operation of the home, raising 
necessary funds, locating a suitable site, and 
employing an architect. Reports will be 
presented at the annual York Conference 
meeting Sept. 19. The home will be built 
near a municipality making water, sewer, 
and other facilities available. 

While approving the plan, the board heard 
announcement of a $90,000 gift from Mrs. 

A. Coreda Shatto, St. Petersburg, Fla., for 
an infirmary to be added to the home as a 
memorial to her late husband, Dr. A. B. 
Shatto. The announcement was made in 
Mrs. Shatto's presence by York Conference 
President Dr. Ralph C. Robinson. Dr. 
Shatto, a York physician, and Mrs. Shatto 
were active members of St. Paul's Church. 

The board acted after hearing a report 
of the survey committee headed by Luther 
D. March. Dr. Luke H. Rhoads, pastor 
superintendent of Allegheny Lutheran Home 
for the Aged at Holidaysburg, also was on 
hand to explain background and operations 
of his home which serves 25,000 members, 
approximately the same as the York confer 
ence. 

Pastor Paul L. Reaser, vice president of 
the York Conference, has assumed the presi 
dency of the conference to replace Dr. Ralph 
C. Robinson until the conference meets Sept. 
19. Dr. Robinson has become secretary of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod. The con 
gregation he had served for 20 years, St. 
Paul's Church, Spring Grove, gave him a 
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farewell party before he left for his new 
post in Harrisburg. St. Paul's will be served 
by Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, Gettysburg, as 
supply pastor. The York conference has 80 
congregations with 41 pastoral charges, 
37,229 confirmed and 27,406 communing 
members. 

The Rev, A. M. Hollinger, Hanover, re 
tired pastor, was feted on his 80th birthday 
by former members of the West Manheim 
charge which he served for over 30 years. 

St. Paul's, Spring Grove, has purchased a 
new parsonage. St. James', York, the Rev. 
Guy E. Miller pastor, is building a church 
addition costing $165,000. The Rev. J. Tem 
ple Jarrell, first full-time executive secretary 
of the York County Council of Churches, 
died suddenly shortly after his election. 
Union, York, the Rev. Paul L. Reaser, re 
ceived $250 from the estate of Eli H. Eisen 
hower, St. Matthew's, York, and will spon 
sor a DP family. 

Some 260 young people attended the syn 
odical Luther League convention in St. Mat 
thew's, York. Speakers were the Rev. James 
M. Singer, Bloomsburg, and Prof. Francis 
E. Reinberger, Gettysburg, with the Rev. 
F. Elmwood Moreland, convention chaplain. 
Banquet speaker was Richard T. Sutclife, 
New York. Twelve workshops were held. 

New officers are: John Cochran, Aloona, 
president; Beverly Lingle, Shells, secretary: 
Oscar Lingle, synod lay advisor; Donald 
Pankake, Shells, first vice president; Robert 
Rohrbaugh, York, treasurer; Jerry Smith, 
second vice president; Lorraine Kelly, Selins 
grove, statistician; advisor, the Rev. James 
Singer. 

POINT OF SERVICE for Chaplain Erwin T. May 
has been before the altar of churches or make 
shift chapels for 24 years. Chaplain May, a 
resident of Santa Barbara, Calif., served par 
ishes from 193| to 1940, has been an army 
chaplain since then. World War Il saw him 
ministering to troops in Alaska and the Pacific 
Aleutians, the Korean war found him back on 
the battlefields. The much-decorated minister, 
who holds rank of lieutenant-colonel, is now 

chaplain at Dugway proving ground, Utah. 
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IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY: This summer, Dr. G. Lawrence Himmelman (right), president of the 
Pittsburgh Synod, could proudly pose with his three sons, all ministers of the United Lutheran 

Church, after the youngest, Donald R., 24 (second from right), had been ordained by the Pitts 
burgh Synod and installed as pastor of the Harrison City and Boquet parish, in Westmoreland 
County, Pennsylvania. Other two (from left) are Paul L., 32, pastor of First Church, Butler, and 
Robert A. Himmelman, 29, pastor of Bethlehem and Mount Calvary churches, Scenery Hill, Pa. 

sOUTH CAROLINA 

Southern Seminary Plans Anniversary Observance 
By WYNNE C. BOLIEK 

CoLUMBIA-Attention will be focused on 
Lutheran schools in South Carolina this Sep 
tember as Southern Seminary in Columbia 
marks its 125th anniversary and Newberry 
College opens for its 100th session. 

Observance of the seminary's anniversary 
has been set for Sept. 21. A day-long pro 
gram, recently announced by Dr. John L. 
Yost, president, includes a pageant, tracing 
the institution's history from its beginning 
in the home of Col. John Eichelberger near 
Pomaria to its present impressive achieve 
ments. ULC Secretary F. Eppling Reinartz 
will be principal speaker. Seminary officials 

hope that 5,000 will attend the celebration. 
The seminary opens Sept. 6 with an ex 

pected enrollment of 95 students. The board 
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of trustees recently authorized granting of 
an accredited S.T.M. degree for graduate 
work done at the institution. Director of 
graduate studies is Dr. Robert P. Roth. 

Newberry College will open for its new 
session after completing extensive renova 
tions. Enrollment figures are the largest in 
recent years. A new dormitory is under 
construction. Athletic fields have been re 
arranged, an irrigation system was installed. 
Mr. Chris Kaufman, acting president for the 
past year, took over the duties of president 
July 1. 

First unit in Faith Church's building pro 
gram in Johns Island is a parsonage. Ground 
breaking ceremonies were held in July by 
Pastor Cecil C. Helmly. The mission was 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
organized in 1952, worships in the Com 
munity Center building until a church home 
has been built. 

Dedication of church and educational 
building of Church of the Redeemer, 
Charleston, was observed July 17. The çon 
gregation was organized 1943 by the late 
Dr. M. J. Bieber. Redeemer's first pastor, 
J. LeGrade Mayer, Charlotte, preached. 
Synod President Karl W. Kinard and the 
Rev. Bernard F. Wise, present pastor, par 
ticipated in the service. 

PAID IN FULL Wwas the indebtedness on 
Church of the Incarnation's $140,000 build 
ing program in Columbia. A parsonage was 
erected in 1950, a parish building begun in 
1954. Pastor is the Rev. George E. Meetze. 

Re-elected as synodical field worker for a 
two-year term was the Rev, J. Shelton Moose 
who serves under the synod president's direc 
tion. His duties wil include home mission 
work, stewardship promotion, and assisting 
in evangelism campaigns. 

Several hundred youth from all parts of 
the state were expected for the convention 
of the South Carolina Luther League at 
Newberry College, Aug. 29-31. The Rev. 
Frank E. Lyerly, of Maiden, N. C., served 
as chaplain. Banquet speaker was the Rev. 
Richard C. Hoefler, of the Lutheran Semi 
nary, Columbia. Miss Kay Oxner, West Co 
lumbia, is president of the state group. Rep 
resentative from the Luther League of Amer 
ica was Malcolm Minnick, Salem, Va. 

Minnick was elected president of the LLA 
at its annual convention in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., earlier this month. 

The Rev. J. Benjamin Bedenbaugh, New 
berry College, was official LLA representa 
tive at the Georgia-Alabama Luther League 
convention, held at Newberry College, Aug. 
8-11. Sermon at the opening service was 
delivered by Dr. Wynne C. Boliek, of Green 
ville, S. C. 

A large delegation from South Carolina 
was in attendance at the Luther League of 
America convention at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Beside those going by car, train and plane, 
a chartered bus with leaguers from all sec 
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tions of the state left from Columbia. 
Another capacity enrollment is expected 

for Trinity day school, Greenville, S. C. 
This school, in operation for several years, 
has a kindergarten (ages 4 and 5 years) and 
first and second grades. 

TEXAS 

Synod President to Tour Area 
For Talks with Local Leders 

By JAMES F. VORKOPER 

AusTINThe "growing pains" of the 
Texas-Louisiana Synod will be discussed in 
September by Synod President Royal E. 
Lesher with church councils and local lead 
ers during a tour of the entire synodical ter 
ritory. At these "partners' meetings," as Dr. 
Lesher calls them, 45 congregations will be 
given opportunity to talk about their prob 
lems with the president of the synod. 

Touring the area, Dr. Lesher will visit 
almost every congregation, from Miles in 
the west to New Orleans in the east, from 
Vernon in the north to Harlingen in the 
south. Where congregations are close to 
gether, meetings will be held in one central 
location. 

CAMPING at Lutherhill was in full swing 
for the first time this summer. Aithough 
total attendance was lower than expectcd, 
Camp Director Pastor F. E. Eilers expressed 
satisfaction over the way the camp func 
tioned. In the absence of a swimming pool, 
the pool of a Missouri Synod camp, eight 
miles from Lutherhill, was used, but camp 
officials stressed that a swimming pool for 
the camp was urgently needed. The syn 
odical auxiliary voted to contribute $200 
towards construction of the pool, campers 
offered $100. 

Attendance was 39 for seniors, 52 for in 
termediates, 32 for juniors, and 32 in the 
family camp. Directors were Pastors D. I. 
Dolton, Houston: Philip Wahlberg, Corpus 

Christi; N. H. Kern, Victoria; George 
Housewright, Houston; Hugo Rathkamp, 

Grand Prairie: J. F. Vorkoper, Weesatche. 
Guest lecturer at the family camp was Dr. 
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D. Keisler, Central Seminary, Fremont, 
Nebraska. 

The synodical auxiliary disbursed over 
$2,200 during the last fiscal year. New of 
ficers of the auxiliary are: Bernard Kern, 
Victoria, president; Elaine Kern, vice presi 
dent; Sally Stapelton, recording secretary; 
Erline Haas, corresponding secretary; Darryl 
Johnson, treasurer; Arlyn Hausmann, camp 
representative; Pastor David F. Conrad, cler 
ical member of the executive committee. 

The synod's Luther Leaguers met in con 
vention at Grace Church, Houston. The 
event attracted 300 youngsters and led to a 
reunion of four members of the Conrad 

family. Host pastor was David F. Conrad. 
Guest speaker was his brother, LLA Execu 
tive Secretary F. Leslie Conrad. Attending 
the meeting were their two sisters, Mrs. 
Rachael Wablberg and Miss Rebekah Con 
rad. 

Luther League caravaners made a fruit 
ful trip through Texas and Louisiana this 
summer visiting 15 congregations and the 
L.L. convention. They were Miss Joyce 

Dayvault, Landis, N. C.; Eleanor Hemstreet, 
Augusta, Ga.; and George Ervin, Hagers 
town, Md. Miss Hemstreet was not able to 
finish the itinerary because of illness but the 
other two members completed the tour. 

AMONG THE CHURCHES: Austin: First Eng 
lish Church celebrated its 19th anniversary 
July 17. Dr. Lewis P. Speaker, pastor, re 
ports that 96 accessions had been received 
for 1955 up to the anniversary service. Dr. 
Speaker was elected president of a new NLC 
Pastors' Association for the Austin area. 

Messiah Church, the Rev. David F. 
Cooper pastor, decided to build a new 
church edifice rather than a house chapel, 
starting with an educational unit for wor 
ship and school. The $8,000 financial goal 
for the first year is nearly attained. The con 
gregation now worships in Harris School. 
Charter membership roll closed May 29 with 
70 confirmed members. 

Corpus Christi: St. Mark's and St. Timo 
thy's held a joint vacation church school 
with 125 pupils. Pastors Philip Wahlberg and 
Walter Lentz directed the school. Pastor 
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Lentz is broadcasting "Religion in the News" 
every Sunday morning at 8:15 o'clock on 
Station KWBU, Corpus Christi. 

A $2,000 anonymous gift prompted St. 
Mark's to vote for a badly needed educa 
tional unit for the growing Sunday school. 

200 High School Auditorium Seats, in 
excellent condition, for immediate sale. 
Contact Elkhorn Public Schools, Elkhorn, 

Wisconsin." 

WANTED 

A social worker for Community Center in 
an interracial neighTorhood. A challeng 
ing opportunity for a young college grad 
uate. Will train, good personnel practices, 
salary and paid vacation. Write L.C.S.. 
Box 2156, Saginaw, Michigan. 

Atonement Lutheran Church, Wyomissing, 
Pa., a growing church in a lovely suburb 
of Reading, Pennsylvania, needs a parish 
worker, experienced in Christian education 
and youth work. Applicants are invited to 
give background, training, experience, and 
references. Write Box CB70, The LuTHERAN. 

WANTED 
Male organist-choir director desires 

change; married, children; experienced 
full-time multiple choirs; liturgical, non liturgical; recitals, festivals, teaching; M.A. 
and A.G.0. degrees; possibly combine with religious education; excellent references; 
available September first. Write Box 
CB40, The LuTHERAN. 

POSITION OPEN in a Children's Home 
Tiding Over Home of Brooklyn, N. Y. has 
the position of Relief Worker open. Chance 
for student placement with opportunity to 
study in the local colleges. Position offers 
opportunity for working with children. 
pre-school age. Write for details to Sister 
Evelyn Lukens, 525 Clinton Avenue, 
Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 

AGENTS WANTED 
Run spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home. Show friends samples of our new 1955 Christmas and All-0ccasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their or ders and earn to 100% profit. No experi ence necessary. Costs nothing to try. Write 
today for samples on approval. Regal Greetings, Dept. 52, Ferndale, Michigan. 
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Historical St. John's 
81 Christo pher Street 

"The Lutheran Church in Greenwich 
Village' extends a warm welcome to 

visitors in New York City 
Sunday School, 9:30 A.M.; Worship Service, I| A.M. 

Fred P. Eckhardt, Pastor 

mooe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 

NOW, Monroe Folding Banquet Tables. at 
no extra cost, are offered with new-processed 
tops, highly resist ant to most serring 
Write for catalog, direct prices 
to churches, schools, clubs, 
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lodrd discoas. 

MONROE CO. 30 CHURCH ST. COLFAX, IOWA 

Pragers 

af the 

etc. 

Brsers 
d 

cPoTTS 

Prayers of the Early Churcb 
Prayers of the Middle Ages 
Compiled by J. Manning Potts 

Two books that serve as a spiritual 
bridge across 15 centuries to aid your 
prayer life. Much used in private de 
votions and in public worship. Flexible 
imitation leather binding, Size 32 x 54 
inches. 96 pages. 50c each, $5.00 per 
dozen, postpaid, Order from 

The world's most widely used 
devotional guide 

1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 

TEXAS 
Lake Charles, La.: A "Kick-off Dinner" 

with the newly appointed assistant director 
of the LLM, Dr. H. C. Hoisington, Corpus 
Christi, as the chief speaker, launched the 
financial program for St. Paul's new church 
unit. The Rev. Walter Galbraith is pastor. 

Pastor Wahlberg recently substituted for 
the regular pitcher in the fast-moving Cor 
pus Christi Church League and pitched a 
no-hit game against St. Mary's team. St. 
Mark's, with some players from St. Timothy's, 
leads the league. 

Port Lavaca: Salem Church welcomed 
its newly ordained pastor, Wilfred R. Menke, 
with a new home. Dedication was per 
formed by President Lesher, assisted by 
the Rev. E. J. Oehlke, pastor of Mr. Menke's 
home church in Shiner. 

San Antonio: St. Luke's Church (the Rev. 
James R. Beamer, pastor) is nearing its goal 
of $40,000 for a new church edifice. Up to 
July 10, $30,180 had been received. 

Grand Prairie: St. John's Church, the Rev. 
Hugo Rathkamp pastor, reports success with 
its year-round visitation-evangelism program. 
A house on the new property of the church 
is being used for meetings of the congrega 
tion. Steps are being taken for the new first 
unit of a church building. 

Houston: Grace Church enrolled 117 chil 
dren in its VCS from the new Salem mis 
sion, the community around Grace Church. 
and from its own membership. Pastor Myron 
Blackman of Salem assisted with the pro 
gram. 

Redeemer Church has been enjoying the 
travels of the Rev. George Housewright via 
movies and picture slides. This vacation took 
him to Europe and the Holy Land. He will 
leave Redeemer Church Oct. 1 to assume his 
duties as regional director for the ULCA 
evangelisnm program. Dedication of the new 
parish hall took place in June with Dr. 
Lesher preaching. 

Dallas: The Rev. Charles Holland, mission 
developer in East Dallas, had 20 persons in 
attendance at the first service in the area. A 
new parsonage was completed for the mis 
sionary and his family. 
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-Changes of Pastorate 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 

CHAMBERLIN, E. ALLAN. From Seventh 
Street Church, Lebanon. Retirement. 

HAAF, G. SUMMERFIELD. From Cairnbrook 
parish. To secular employment. 

MYERS, FRANCIs B. From Trinity Church, 
Milton. To Regional Director, Evangelism 
Program (Oct. 1). 

WALTON, H. MAXWELL. From Zion Church, 
Leacock. To St. Paul's Church, Williams 
port. 

FLORIDA 

HUNTLEY, JoSEPH. From Immanuel Church, 
Lake Geneva, Wis. To New Smyrna mis 
sion. 

LEE, ROBERT E. From St. Luke's Church, 
Silver Spring, Md. To Redeemer Church, 
Atlanta. 

GEORGIA 

NICHOLAS, G. LEONARD. To Plains-Americus 
parish, Plains. 

RICE, C. J. From Christ Church, Cullman, 
Ala. To southeast Savannah, mission de 
veloper. 

town. 

MARYLAND 
JENNINGS, STANLEY B. From Zion Church, 

Tamaqua, Pa. To Trinity Church, Taney 

-DECEASED 
MRS. ANNA R. WERTH, widow of the 

Rev. Paul F. Werth, former pastor of First 
Church, Norwich, Conn., died July 23 in 
Norwich. 

Born in 1875 at Evanston, IIl., she spent 
her youth in South Haven, Mich., where she 
married Pastor Werth. Both came to Nor 
wich in 1913 when the Rev. Mr. Werth as 
sumed the pastorate of First Church. He 
died in 1922. 

Mrs. Werth left four sons, Erich C., Paul 
H., Albert E. and William W.; three daugh 
ters, Mrs. Irene W. Hevy, Mrs. J. Raymond 
Evans and Mrs. Allan F. LeBourveau; one 
brother, Paul Radtke of South Haven, and 
nine grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held at First 
Church, and burial was in Maplegrove 
Cemetery, Norwich. 
August 31, 1955 

IMMANUEL WOMAN'S HOME-Chicago 
A Christian home for employed young women. 

Owned and operated by a group of women 
who are members of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church. Conveniently located near Chicago's 
"LOop." Mod�rate rates. Visitors acCommo 
dated. For information write or phone, 

IMMANUEL WOMAN'S HOME 
1511 N. Lasalle Stree 

Chicago 10 

Worship with us in beautiful ... Messiah 3 services: 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 
Sunday School, 8:30 and 9:45 
Colorado Blvd. at 18th Ave. 

Mohawk 4-2207 

" J, Benner Weaver & Alton M. Motter 

Co-Pastors 

LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

IN MIAMI 

Denver 

"Air Conditioned'" 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
3360 W. Flagler St., Miami, Florida 

Carsten H. Ludder, Pastor 
Sunday Worship 9:30 andI|:00 A.M. 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Clara Maass Memorial Hospital 
(Lutheran Memorial Hospital) 

School of Nursing 

For full information 

Three-year accredited course. 
School affiliated with Upsala College. 

Applications now being considered for 
September 1955 and 1956 

Write to 
Director of Nursing 

CLARA MAASS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Newark, New Jersey 
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in conCLUSIOn 

IT SEEMS STRANGE that there should be 

any doubt about the doctrinal position of 
the Lutheran Church. When even pastors, 
trained in theology, can find themselves 
confused it may be a signal to all of us 
to get back to the fundamentals. 

The Lutheran church is distinguished 
by its clear and definite doctrinal position. 
Other church bodies may have more effi 
cient structural organization or more 
glamorous vestments, but Lutherans have 
no equal in their firm adherence to a defi 
nite biblical faith. Modernism has not 
split the church. Heresy seems even to be 
a strange word among us. 

PEOPLE OF OTHER FAITHS Speak admir-
ingly about Lutheran documents like the 
Small Catechism or the Augsburg Con 
fession, which give a sound basis for the 
average person's understanding of what 
his church teaches. 

This may be as good a time as any to 
brush the dust off your Small Catechism 
and again give it a careful reading. Luther 
wrote it because of the shocking ignor-
ance among the people, particularly in 
regard to their religious beliefs. Most of 
them "believed" because they had been 
born into the church or because someone 
had told them to. 

Luther therefore took an urgent view 
of the importance of the catechism. 
Though some preachers were either too 
lazy or too highbrow to speak on the 
simple truths with which it deals, he said, 
all public sermons ought to be grounded 
and built upon it. And if preachers did 
not use it for their sermons, at least they 
could distinctly read it out of the book, 
Luther further remarked. Preaching has 
obviously improved since Luther's time, 
but the catechism remains the inspiration 
for some of the best sermons today. 
50 

More important than its use in preach 
ing was to be the use of the catechism in 
homes. It was written "in the plain form 
in which it is to be taught by the head 
of the family." How many families today 
could qualify among those where the 
head of the house faithfully teaches the 
catechism? How many church members 
-most of whom had to memorize some 
of it in confirmation instruction--could 
quote correctly even the meaning to one 
of the commandments? 

SIMPLICITY IS A VIRTUE of the Small 
Catechism. It is not argumentative. 
does not split hairs. In the meaning to 
the First Article of the Creed, for in 
stance, Luther simply says "I believe that 
God has created me and all that exists: 
that he has given and still preserves to 

That's a sound basis for any 
one's faith in God, a firm statement of 
God's power and ownership which is 
often elaborated, never improved upon. 

me 

An advantage of so simple a statement 
of doctrine is the fact that it can be 
memorized, or at least remembered. The 
brevity of the catechism makes it possi 
ble to "learn it by heart." If this practice 
has been widely abandoned in our day, 
it is to our own loss and sorrow. The 

U.S. government recently propounded a 
lengthy and involved code to govern the 
behavior of military prisoners. Those 
who bave memorized the explanations to 
the Ten Commandments need no such 
code. They have in their own minds a 
far better defense against any temptation. 
This has been the experience of many in 
the past. As long as we are faithful in 
transmitting the great truths about God's 
love and the need for man's obedience, 

it will continue to be so in the future. 
-ALBERT P. STAUDERMAN 
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