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news 

The Church eos he Neas 
Several times a year this column takes on a somewhat personal-edi torial note on the general theme of how it affects the church, and how the church 

may affect it. Such 
a note seems ap 
propriate on the 
eve of a new year. 
I beg your indul 
gence, therefore, 
for the use of the 
first person singu 
lar. For the last 
three months this 
column has been 
written and for 
the next five or six 
months it will be written from New 
York City where I am a student at 
the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. The source of 
my news is the same as it was when 
I wrote this column from our edi 
torial office in Columbus, Ohio. But 
the choice of the news items may be 
a little different. 

BY WILFRED BOCKELMAN 
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WaR BoCKELMAN 

One of the things that news reporters 
and theologians like to think that they 
have in common is objectivity. By that 
they mean that they report what they 
see, no matter how it may affect them. 
A theologian reads the Bible and re 
ports what he finds there whether he 
Iikes it, or not. If the Bible tells him he 
is a sinner, and that his only way of 
salvation is by the grace of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus and not 
by his own works, the theologian 
teaches that-much as it may go 
against his own pride to have to admit 
that he is a sinner. A news reporter sees 
an event, and he gives a truthful ac 
count of it. True, he need not report 
everything he sees as a theologian must, 
but he must not refrain from reporting 
something simply because he does not 
like it or because it may put him or his 
friends in a bad light. 

In the last few decades there has 
been an emphasis in theology known 
as eristentialism. We don't have the 
space, or - let's admit it - the knowl-
edge to go into the subject flly here. 
However, one of the benefits of the 
study of eristential theology has been 
the insight that neither theologian nor 
news reporter can be completely ob-
jective. If the theologian must report 

that he is a sinner, then his. whole 
nature is affected by sin, and his inter 
pretation of the Scriptures cannot be 
completely objective. If a news re 
porter reports an event which in some 
way affects him he cannot possibly be 
completely objective. In other words. 
it is not as though we are standing on the sidewalk watching a parade march 
by on the street and then reporting on 
it objectively. There are really no side walks. Theologian and news reporter are both in the street, part of the 
parade. When they report they are oso 
reporting about themselves, from their 
point of view. 

That takes me back to the last sen 
tence in the first paragraph. The six or 
eight items that appear on this page 
are selected week by week from more 
than 100 items. I should probably select 
a different series of six or eight items 
if | were writing in Columbus than I 
would if I were given these same 100 
plus items in New York. From this point 
of view something may seem more or 
less important or even different from 
what the same item may seem 600 miles 
west of here. 

One of the advantages of being in 
New York is that I am closer to some 
of the things that make news. For ex 
ample. when Pastor Martin Niemoeller 
came to the city a month ago, I read 
about it in the New York Times and 
Religious News Service. Had I been in 
Columbus I could have done the same 
thing, but here in New York I was 
able to interview him personally and 
hear him express his opinion that 
Nazism is making a comeback in West 
ern Germany, and that the United 
States ought at least to have tried 
Russia's plan for peace in Europe. 

Another of the advantages of living 
in New York is the opportunity to at-
tend some of the country's outstanding 
-or at least most noted, churches. 
That erperience is particularly helpful 
for someone who grew up in an atmos 
phere of religious parochialism and 
provincialism which fosters the atti 
tude that Christianity began and 
ended with his denomination. I grew 
up under an influence which stressed 
the fact that anyone not a Lutheran could be at best only a second-rate 
Christian. Perhaps there was a time vhen modernism had so infltrated oth-
er churches that such an isolationist at 

titude could at least be erplained if not excused. May I bear testimnony to the fact that in some rather well Ienown churches here in New York I have heard sermons that would do credit to any Lutheran pulpit. 

One Sunday at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine (Episcopal) the theme of the sermon was, Justification by Faith." It was Lutheran from begin ning to end. On Reformation Sunday, after having attended a Lutheran church for an early service, I wor shiped at Riverside Church. Dr. Rob ert J. McCracken's theme was, «Where Protestants Differ from Roman Catho lics and Why." True, Dr. McCracken gave the typical Reformed view of the Lord's Supper, but as for the other three-fourths of the sermon, it was 
soundly theological, doctrinal, and 
Seriptural. Furthermore, he minced no words, even in this highly sophisti 
cated city, in calling attention to the 
dangers in Roman Catholic domina 
tion; and he did it with dignity-some thing not all Lutheran pastors are 
adept at. It has also been refreshing 
to engage in conversation particularly 
with some Methodist students and 
ministers and to hear them tell of the 
yearning for some real theological 
depth in their denomination as well as 
to hear them rejoice over the hope that it is coming. 

But I suppose one of the most stimu lating things about observing church life in New York is to see that the battle between the forces of light and darkness is much more concentrated. Take the entire poplation of Ohio and squeeze it into one city, and yo get a little idea of the problem. Take a father and mother and two or three teen-age children and let them think 
it is quite normal to live in a three 
room apartment year after year, and 
you become convinced that, when u08 
preach about family relationships, the 
sermon has to stand up under that kind 
of family situation. 

I'm not saying that church life in 
New York is worse than, let us say, in 
the Middle West. I think a case could 
be made for saying that church work 
is more difficult here. There is no ques 
tion about it, it's different. This differ 
ence prompts the two points I have tried 
to get across in this week's column. 1. 
The gospel is sufficient for the problems 
of the city as well as for the problems 
of the towns and rural areas although 
it must certainly be witnessed to in a 
different way. 2. Seeing the church at 
work under these circumstances may 

column. And with that, a blessed New 
color my choice of news items for this 

Year to you all. 
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REACTION AND REBUTTAL 

NOT ALL NEGATIVE 

Sir: 

Letters to the Editor 

It is, indeed, good that Pastor 
Bockelman devoted his entire «The 
Church Views the News" in the 
Nov. 26 issue to the recent Na 
tional Conference on the Churches 

and Social Welfare. The conference 
truly was historic, and it well 
merited the generous news treat 
ment given it. 

The casual reader might gain the 
impression from Pastor Bockelman's 
treatment that the conference was 

overwhelmingly critical of the 
church. True, speakers were eriti 
cal of the church and its efforts in 
reaching often-forgotten segmnents 
of society. The criticisms were made, 
however, in the spirit of self-search 
ing, of a desire to correct defi 
ciencies so as to do better the tasks 
entrusted to His church by Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of all. 

It is often said that the church 
must be the conscience for society, 
pointing out sin and evil in the af-
fairs of men and calling men to re 
pentance. What is more' itting, then, 
than for a conference concerned 
with the church's role in welfare 
matters to turn the mirror on itself 
and to examine the sins and short 
comings of the church! 

Positive things also were said. 
Urgent issues were discussed in 
straightforward terms, including the 
question of whether churches 
should operate their own welfare 
agencies or content themselves with 
vigilant interest in community and 
governmental agencies. The bedrock 
foundations for the church's interest 
in welfare matters were sought. No 
final answers were given. The con 
ference sought to sharpen issues 
and to provoke the churches which 
are members of the National Coun 
cil of Churches to re-examine their 
pelicies and procedures in the broad 
area of welfare. The follow-up con 
ference 14 months later will evi 
dence whatever real fruits the 1955 
conference will have had. 

A Lutheran may be pardoned for 
expressing the view that in our Lu 
theran cireles we have been work 
ing for well over a decade on pre 
cisely the same issues with which 
the conference concerned itself. In 
our own circles we have worked out. 

and continue to work out, answers 
which seem correct to us. 

We profit from the exchange of 

views and see more keenly that we 
cannot be self-satisfied with our ef 
forts. In welfare matters the forces 
of rapid change require us con 
stantly to be alert to the need for 
changing policies and procedures. 
For this reason, above all, we must 
be sure of the foundations-Biblical, 
theological, ecclesiastical-on which 
we build. 

DR. CARL F. REUSS, exec. sec., 
ALC Board for Christian 
Social Action 

CHURCH WWEDDINGS 

Sir: 

In reading my Nov. 12 STANDARD 
I was greatly distressed by the ar 
ticle in The Church Views the 
News" concerning Dr. J. C. Break 
ey's statement that people without 
religion should not be allowed to 

arry in churches. 
By all means encourage them to 

do so. Most of these people are neg 
lected young folks, fertile felds for 
the God-given truth to be sowed. 
Unless we are better than the Phari 
sees we shall in no wise enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 

If the churches would open the 
doors and take time to have a heart 
to-heart talk with these people plan 
ning to be married, it might result 
in the saving of more souls. There 
are many who go to church to scof 
but come away giving praise. 

Let us strive to be like Jesus 
when we find ourselves getting too 
good for sinners. 

MAMIE RowELL 
Costa MMesa, Calif. 

MORE LIGHT ON BLACK 
Sir: 

Regarding Rev. Emeh's answer 
in "Question Box" (LS, Nor. 26) 
that he does not agree with me at 
all, please let me quote in full an 
exact copy of the Comprehensive 
Critical and Erplanatory Bible En 
Cyclopedia on "Ham, Canaan and 
Canaanites". 

HENRY F. BREDTHAUER 
Olney, Texas 

"MR BREDTH AUER'S QUOTATION LS 
ENTIRELY TOO LONG FOR THIS DEPART 
MENT. IT WOULD FILL THE ENTTRE 
PAGE. ANYONE INTERESTED IN IH 
MAY LOOK IT UP FOR HIMSELF.-ED 

Readers are encouraged to voice their opinions on issues discussed in 
the LUTHERAN STANDARD. Letters should be brief, and names and cddresses 

must be included. Direct correspondence to: "Reaction and Rebutta clo 

The Bditor, LUTHERAN STANDARD, 57 East Main Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. 



NEWS 
Drs. Schuh, Schultz Push on to India, 

Report on Highlights of Stay in Rome 
BY HENRY F. SCHUH and GEORGE S. SCHULTZ 

ROME, DECEMBER 8, 1955: Like thou 
sands of other tourists," we have taken 
in the sights of Rome. We stood in the 
incomparable St. Peter's Basilica in 
Vatican City, where 50,000 people have 
stood at-one time; we climbed down into 
the catacombs and, candle in hand, 
groped our way among the tombs of 
Christian martyrs, popes, and plain, or 
dinary people; we stood in the ruins of 
the Roman Forum, the Colosseum, the 
Circus Maximus, where Christians 
were once martyred; we looked at the 
three fountains, which tradition says 
sprang up at the very spot where St. 
Paul's head hit the ground when he was 
beheaded. (The fact that the fountains 
are 25 feet apart makes the tradition a 
little incredulous to logical, American 
minds.) 

We have seen what remains of a once 
glorious Rome and what are still the 
most glamorous jewels of the Roman 
Church. 

BUT UNLIKE "tourists,"" we went 
off the beaten path to search out the 
Lutheran church of Rome. Our guide 
had told us that Rome has over 500 Ro 
man Catholic churches and 48 other 
churches. One of the others is Lutheran. 

Perhaps, we thought, we should have 
looked at the Lutheran church first to 
avoid a great letdown that must surely 
come after leaving the granite-pillared. 
jewel-bedecked, mosaic-lined Cat h olic 
churches. But our first glance of the ex 
terior of Chiesa Cristiana Evang. Lu 
terana gave us no cause to apologize. 
Like other churches in Rome, its exterior 
is stone, with three tall towers on a sur 
prisingly large church. Our greatest sur 
prise came from the interior. The walls 
are granite. The ceiling, formed of Goth 
ic arches, is a solid mosaic. The altar 
and the pulpit are beautifully carved 
granite; the baptismal font is an original 
carving by Thorwaldsen. 

This church was built by the Lutheran 
Church of Germany in 1911, 21 years 
after the congregation was organized 
and 41 years after the first Lutheran 
services in German were held in Rome. 
About two-fifths of the cost of operation 
of this church comes from the Lutheran 
World Federation and indirectly from 
your Lutheran World Action gifts. 
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BY AMERICAN STANDARDS its 

problem is not size. Under the able 
leadership of Pastor Otto Hessing, of the 
Hannoverian Church, the congregation 
has doubled its membership and trebled 
its stewardship in three years. It now has 
430 members and 101 Sunday school 
pupils. 

Who are these people? Only 30 per 

cent of them reside permanently in Italy, 
50 per cent being here on German visas, 
10 per cent on Swiss or Austrian visas, 
and 10 per cent from other parts of the 
world. And they are mostly professional 
people-consular offici�ls, teachers in the 
art institute and archaeological institute, 
nurses, doctors, and á few merchants. 
There are a number of wives of Italians 
in the congregation. 

There is also a group of Kaiserwerth 
deaconesses in Rome, numbering seven 
sisters. One is the congregational sister, 
who assists Pastor Hessing, and the 
others work in the clinic and hospital 
maintained by the order. This is but one 
of eight Lutheran churches in Italy, 
though from these eight cities preaching 
services are held in 24 places, but in one 
only once a year. 

IN STARTING these churches the 
German church did not have in mind the 
creation of an Italian Lutheran Church 

-rather the maintenance of the church 
among the German Lutherans in Italy. 
That is where the Lutheran World Fed 
eration enters the picture. Its interest is 
to expand this little church into a Lu 
theran Church of Italy, serving Italians 
as well as Germans. In that hope Lu 

Dr. Gordon Bachlund, music director for 
the Los Angeles Church Federation and 
the Southern California Council of Prot 
estant Churches, is the guiding genius of the massed renditions of "The Mes siah" which was this year sung simul 
taneously in 65 locations in southern 
California and lower Nevada. Dr. Bach 
lund, totally blind since 1950, is a 
member of the United Lutheran Church. 
He is seen here with his dog, Jason 

theran World Federation money is being spent. As a first step one Italian man is now preparing for the Lutheran min istry. 
From this small beginning it is hoped 

that, strengthened by the Lutheran 
World Federation, this foothold of Lu 
theranism can become a veritable stand 
ing place where the Lutheran Church. in the very shadows of Roman Catholi cism, Can stand firm and strong as a testimony to the power and the truth of 
the Word alone. 

Ford Foundation Grants 
$600,000 to ALC Schools 

Three American Lutheran Church colleges have received grants from the Ford Foundation totalling $627,000, it was announced earlier this month. The grants are to be used for raising teach 
ers' salaries. 

Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, 
is to receive $364,400; Wartburg Col 
lege, Waverly, Iowa, $163,900; and 
Texas Lutheran College, Seguin, Texas, 
$99,000. The three schools were among a total of 615 regionally accredited, privately endowed liberal arts colleges and universities in the United States to receive grants from a $210,000,000 fund. The Ford Foundation, established in 1913 "to promote the well-being of man kind throughout the world,"" is the larg est foundation in the United States, and this grant is its largest gift. In addi tion the foundation is granting $200, 000,000 to hospitals and $90,000,000 to privately supported medical schools. 

Commenting on the college grants, Dr. William L, Young, executive secre tary of the ALC Board of Higher Edu 
cation, said: 

«This is a magnificent donation to a 
very important cause. It should stimu late interest in college teaching as col leges face the problem of finding teach 
ers for the increased enrollments we all 
are expecting up to 1970. 

"I shall recommend to our Board of 
Higher Education and our Board of 
Trustees approval and thanks for the 
gift, and to our various boards of re 
gents that their grant be made endow 
ment definitely earmarked for increases 
in faculty salaries." 

Dr. George Buttrick to Deliver 
Annual Hein Memorial Lectures 

Dr. George Buttrick of Harvard DË 
vinity School will deliver the annual 
Hein Memorial Lectures this year at 
the two seminaries of the American Lu 
theran Church, Dean Edward C. Fendt 
of Capital University Seminary has an 
nounced. 

Dr. Buttrick will speak at Wartburg 
Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, Jan. 16, 17, 
and at Capital Seminary, Columbus, 
Ohio, Jan. 18, 19. The lectureship is 
named in honor of Dr. C. C. Hein, first 
president of the ALC. 
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Religion Plays Key Role 
In Labor Merger Meeting 

Religion played a prominent role in the 
AFL-CIO merger convention held re 
cently in New York City. 

In separate addresses to the conven 
tion Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Jewish leaders stressed the concern of 
religion for the welfare of 1labor and 
their mutual responsibility in matters 
affecting morality. 

Nearly 100 clergymen of the New 
York area participated in a labor" 
seminar, organized in connection with 
the convention. At a special religion and 
labor luncheon the clergymen were 

given an opportunity for informal talks 
with labor leaders. 

MANY OF THE 1,500 convention del 
egates-including newly elected president 

George Meany and his family-wor 
shiped at special labor services con 
ducted in local churches to mark the 
AFL-CIO union. The Meanys worshiped 
at St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

Clergymen who addressed the conven 

tion were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
president of the National Council of 
Churches: Rev. Raymond A. MeGowan, 
former director of the Social Action De 

partment of the National Catholic We] 
fare Conference; and Dr. Israel Gold 
stein, president of the American Jewish 

Congress. 
All three men emphasized the impor 

tance of cooperation between labor and 
religion. 

WHEN INFORMED of religion's 
Drominent role at the convention, Dr. 
Carl F. Reuss, executive secretary of the 
American Lutheran Church's Board for 
Christian Social Action, commented: 

The merger of the AFL and the CIO 
reminds us how important are the labor 
unions as a circle within which a Chris 

tian can let his light of Christian in 
fluence shine for others to see." 

While noting that in any large organi-
zation the danger of corruption is always 
present, Dr. Reuss pointed out that 
members of the new union "are our 

neighbors, the folks of our town, and 

often members of our same church," 

«So 1ong as these neighbors and 

churchmen keep the new organization re 
sponsive to their ideas of good sense and 

fair play, as these are influenced by the 
Spirit of Christ," Dr. Reuss said, we 

see it as a strong force for the genuine 

welfare of the workingman and of the 
people as a whole." 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
Ends First Decade of Activity 

In the decade since its inception Ca 
nadian Lutheran World Relief has as 
sisted 17,029 refugees in finding new 
homes in Canada and has gathered and 

shipped 1,337,000 pounds of relief sup 
plies to needy people abroad. 

December 31, 1955 

Leaders of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Or 
ganizations attended a service in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church in New York 
on the day before the merger of the two unions. Dr. John S. Bonnell is the minister 

This was reported at a recent meet 
ing in Winnipeg of the National Com 
mittee for Canada of the Lutheran 
World Federation by Rev. Clifton L. 
Monk, executive secretary of Canadian 
LWR. Dr. Rex H. Schneider (ALC) of 
Regina, Sask., president of Canadian 
LWR, said that 627,150 pounds of used 
clothing had been shipped to refugees 
overseas, at a cost of $65,175. 

All the oficers of CLWR were re 

elected. 
The Canadian Lutheran Council, which 

also held its annual meeting in Winni 

peg, elected Dr. Karl Holfeld (ALC) 
of Regina president, and Dr. A. G. 
Jacobi of Kitchener, Ont., vice-president. 
Chosen secretary was Pastor Norman 
Berner of Kitchener. 

Synod Plans Special Meet 

To Act on Heresy Cases 
A special convention of the Northwvest 

Synod of the United Lutheran Church 
in America is in prospect to act on re 
ports of committees which tried three 
pastors in Wisconsin for heresy. The 
convention is tentatively scheduled for 
Jan. 26 and will probably be held in 
Minneapolis, according to Dr. Paul E. 
Bishop, synod president. 

Pastors of the synod are being asked 
to make a formal request for such a 
convention, Dr. Bishop disclosed. If one 
ffth of them (about 35) make such a 
request, the calling of a special conven 
tion is authorized. The required 
number is expected to be reached with 
out difficulty. 

NEWS 

By calling a special convention the 
synod hopes to be free of all heresy mat 
ters at its regular annual meeting in 
Milwaukee next May. 

Citations Given Churchmen 
For Union Document Work 

More than four years of labor in pre 
paring the various documents for estab 
lishment of "The American Lutheran 
Church" were recognized at the recent 
meeting of the Joint Union Committee 
of the four Churches negotiating the 
union. 

Framed citations were presented to a 
score of present and past members of the 
Joint Committee on Polity and Organiza 
tion, which prepared the report on polity 
and organization received by the uniting 
Churches last year as well as the con 
stitution, by-laws, and articles of urion 
now being readied for submission to the 
four bodies at their next conventions. 

Making the presentation in behalf of 
the Joint Union Committee, Dr. Tillman 
M. Sogge, its chairman, told the mem 
bers of the subcommittee that it repre 
sented a commendation for work well 
done," then hastened to add that "there 
is still much to do." 

The citation stressed the "important 
contribution" of the menmbers of the 
Joint P & 0 Committee. It added that 
your efforts have been singularly 
blessed and have been of immeasurable 
value to the Churches represented in the 
proposed organic union," and �the deep 
strength of purpose evidenced in the 
work you have done has brought clearly 
positive consequences." 

ALC men who received copies of the 
citation were: Dr. Henry F. Schuh, Co 
lumbus, Ohio; Dr. Leonhard Ludwig, 
Columbus, Ohio; Dr. Harold C. Oster 
man, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Dr. George s. 
Schultz, Columbus, Ohio; Dr. William 
L. Young, Columbus, Ohio; Mr. Rudy H. 
Schmidt, Clintonville, Wis.; and Dr. Ed 
ward C. Fendt, Columbus, Ohio. 



NEWS 

St. Paul Congregation, Berea, Ohio, recently dedicated the first unit of its proposed edifice. This $146,000 parish edueo 
tion building will also serve as the sanctuary for worship services until the proposed building program is completed 

Emmanuel Church, the youngest package mission in the Pittsburgh area, recently 
dedicated its new sanctuary in Eastmont, Pa., a new subdivision near Pittsburgh 

A capacity-plus congregation was on hand for the dedication of a parish hall. the frst unit in a relocation and building program of Trinity Church, ClawSOn, Mich. 
6 

AMONG THE CHURCHES 
Berea, Ohio A new parish educa tion building the first step in the 

building program of St. Paul Congrega 
tion (Pastor Robert Busche)-was re cently dedicated with special services and an open-house celebration. Rev. AI 
win Prange, St. Mary's, Ohio, preached the dedication sermon. The $146.000 
structure contains 16 Sunday school 
rooms, a kitchen, a heating room, and auxiliary rooms, in addition to an audi torium which is currently being used as the sanctuary. 

The next major step in the building 
program of the church provides for a 
building which will include a sanctuary, church parlor, pastor's study, secretary's office, parish worker's office, library, choir room, and other auxiliary roonms. 

Eastmont, Pa. The youngest pack 
age mission in the Pittsburgh area 
Emmanuel Congregation (Pastor Emil 
Ibele)-recently dedicated the first unit 
of its church home. Dr. R. D. Lechleit 
ner dedicated the new building and de 
livered the sermon for the occasion. De 
signed by Mr. Glenn Bickerstaff, the 
structure cost $36,850. The church is 
located in one of the new subdivisions 
east of Pittsburgh. 

Clawson, Mich. Trinity Congre 
gation, Clawson, (Pastor Waldo R. Eg 
bert) saw the second step of its reloca 
tion program completed as it dedicated a 
new $87,500 parish hall with special 
services on Nov. 20. Michigan District 
President Norman A. Menter preached 
the sermon, Rev. Robert L. Wietelmann 
served as liturgist, and Rev. Paul 
Wietzke was lector at the dedication 
service. In order that all members might 
attend the dedication, the congregation 
arranged for shut-ins to be brought to 
church by ambulance. During the serv 
ices they were brought to the altar for 
Communion. 

Faced with the problem of insufficient 
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space some years ago, the congregation 

purchased half a city block and sold the 
Bap old property and the buildings to 

tist congregation. Church services and 
Sunday school classes were held in the 
high-school building, and a parsonage 
Was built on the new property. 

The new parish hall is of cinder block 
and face brick çonstruction and has a 
full basement with kitchen facilities. The 

nave of the church will seat 352. Since 
the congregation has a master plan for 
its building projects it has also pur 
chased pews and other furnishings for 
the church proper even though the erec 
tion of the church is the last item on 
the building program agenda. 

AMONG THE DISTRICTS 

ILLINOIS 

REV. H. W. STEPHENS, Sr., was com 

missioned as pastor of Good Shepherd 
Congregation, Robbins, Ill., and a new 
parsonage was dedicated at special 
afternoon services on Dec. 11. The com 
missioning service was held in Lincoln 

Memorial school. According to Pastor 
Stephens, the village of Robbins is made 

up primarily of the low-income group. 
Nearly 99 per cent of the population of 
6,000 is Negro. 

A NEw CoNN ORGAN was dedicated by 
Trinity Church, Goshen, Ind., (Pastor 
Carlton H. Mall) on Dec. 4. At the same 

service Mrs. Nevin Bretz was presented 

with a plaque from the congregation in 
recognition of her 33 years as organist. 

PASTOR LUDWIG KREKELER, of Gilles 
pie, Illinois, died suddenly on Sunday, 
Decemnber 11. His entire ministry was 

spent in the Gillespie-Dorchester pas 
torate. An obituary will follow. 

NORTHWESTERN 
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY of its organi 

zation was recently observed with spe 

cial services by Gideon Congregation, 

Connell, Wash., (Pastor Carl Schulz). 

District Vice-president Herbert Nott 
bohm was guest speaker. 

A NEw PARSsONAGE was recently ded/ 

cated by Christ Church, Walla Walla. 

Wash., (Pastor S. Martyn). The house 

has three bedrooms, a study, a large 
living-room with a dining area and a 

fireplace, a kitchen, and a full basement. 

TRINITY CONGREGATION, Endicott, 

Wash., has presented Pastor and Mrs. 

Fred Schnaible with a 1956 automobile. 

REY. SAMUEL LENTZ was honored by 

Peace Congregation, Tacoma, Wash., on 

Nov. 27 in recognition of the 35th anni 
versary of his ordination. Neighboring 
pastors brought greetings, and the con 
gregation presented a gift to Pastor 
Lentz. 

HOPE CONGREGATION, a mission organ 
ized last May in Heppner, Ore., (Pastor 
Merlin Zier) recently purchased a par 
s0nage and an adjoining lot for a future 
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building program. The house has two 
bedrooms, a- large living and dining 
room, kitchen, bath, and utility room. 
The congregation is currently worship 
ing in the Seventh-day Adventist church. 

TEXAS 
CHRIST CHURCH, Georgetown, Texas, 

broke ground for its new education unit 
on Dec. 4. The proposed addition to the 
church plant will be joined to the church 
and constructed of the same material. 
It will contain seven classrooms, two 
restrooms, a kitchen, and an auditorium 
with a seating capacity of 180. Four of 
the classrooms will be used for overflow 
capacity for the church auditorium. The 
unit will cost $11,650, and will be com 
pleted in March. 

FRST CONGREGATION, Shreveport, La., 
(Pastor Arthur Bliese) broke ground 
for a new addition to the education wing 
on Dec. 4 as a part of the fifth anniver 
sary celebration of the dedication of the 
church and education wing. Approxi 
mate cost of the new structure will be 
$35,000. The congregation has more than 
doubled its Sunday school enrollment, 
baptized and communicant membership, 
and church attendance since the dedica 
tion five years ago and is currently fur 
nishing the nucleus for a mission or 
ganized in a newly developed section of 
the city. 

CALIFORNIA 
CHRIST CoNGREGATION, Goodyear, Ariz. 

(Pastor Albert Gerstmann) broke 
ground for its chapel-parsonage build 
ing on Dec. 4. District President Walter 
H. Hellman was featured speaker. 

THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY of Holy Re 
deemer Church, San Jose, Calif., (Pas 
tor Erwin G. Walz) was celebrated with 
a special service on Dec. 4. Rev. E. J. 
Roleder, Lodi, Calit., was guest preacher. 
A total of 398 people have become com 
municant members, and 200 children 
and 40 adults have been baptized in the 
church's 10-year history. 

DECEMBER WAS SET aside by Trinity 
Congregation, San Gabriel, Calif., (Pas 
tor Walter H. Mees) as a month of cele 
bration for the 10th anniversary of its 
organization. Charter members, council 
men, Sunday school teachers, and or 
ganization presidents were honored at 
the Dec. 4 service. All children and all 
adults who were baptized in the church 
were honored on Dec. 11, and all those 
confirmed were remembered on Dec. 18. 
The young congregation, begun with 15 
charter members, now has a baptized 
roll of 600. The church mortgage was 
burned on Dec. 18. Planned improve 
ments include enlargement of the pres 
ent church facilities and the addition 
of a parish hall and education unit. 

THE Los ANGELES Area Lutheran 
Evangelism Mission--the largest inter 
Lutheran effort of its kind to date 

was held jointly by 113 Lutheran con 
gregations of five synodical bodies from 
Oct. 30-Nov. 4. More than 100 guest 
ministers attended from all parts of 
the U.S. The 1,145 new members Won to 
the churches during the week of the 
mission were the equivalent of nine new 
congregations. Another 1,155 adults in 
dicated their desire to enter the inquiry 
classes to be held in each congregation. 
More than 8,000 lay visitors called on 
14.000 unchurched people during the 
week. 

NEWS 

HoLY TRINITY CHURCH, San Carlos, 
(Pastor Emmett H. Beilstein) held a 
special celebration on Saturday night, 
Docember 3, at which the mort 

EASTERN 

on 

the parsonage was burned. A 
served by the Brotherhood, preceded the 
program, which marked the completion 
of an endeavor to raise the $5,000 needed 
to pay the remaining parsonage debt. 
Guest speaker was Pastor Werner Gamb 
of Oakland. The congregation was or 
ganized under Pastor Beilstein's leader 
ship in 1947. 

o 

WISCONSIN 

DISTRICT PRESIDENT H. C. Osterman's 
physician reports that the convalescing 
executive should be able to be back in 
full service by Jan. 1. Although Dr. 
Osterman is looking forward to resum 
ing the administration of district af 
fairs he will for sometime yet call on the 

vice-presidents to function in his stead. 
The Executive Committee has appointed 
Dr. C. G. Wolf to act as assistant to the 
president until the district convention 
in June. Dr. Wolf has served as temp0 
rary administrator during the presi 
dent's illness. All official and district 
correspondence should be addressed to 
Dr. Osterman's office, 549 Perrysville 
Ave., Pittsburgh 29. Reporting on Presi 
dent Osterman's progress, Dr. Wolf says: 
The prayers of the Church have been 
heard. We thank God for His goodness," 

THE YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION of the 
100th anniversary of St. John Congrega 
tion, Sweet Air, Md., (Pastor Partee 
Boliek) was concluded with the recent 
distribution of booklets containing the 
history of the congregation. Preparations 
for the anniversary included a complete 
redecoration of the entire chureh plant, 
overhauling of the organ, and enlarging 
and resurfacing the parking area at a 
total expense of $7,000. Speakers during 
the year included District President H. 
C. Osterman and four former pastors 
Dr. William Toedtman, Dr. C. J. Scheidt, 
Wilson Egbert, and William Slates. 

PASTOR R. HUGET was installed in 
Delafeld church, Delafield, Wis., on Dec. 
4. He preached his farewell sermon and 
was given a farewell party by First 
American Congregation, Oconto, Wis., on 
Nov. 27. The Oconto parish presented a 
cash purse to the pastor and his wife. 
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THE CHURCHES REPENVT 
America's Most Segregated Institution Is Opening its Doors 

by LEE NICHOLS and LOUIS CASSELS 
FEW DAYS after the Supreme 
Court struck down racial segre 
gation in public schools last 

year, two Presbyterian ministers met 
for lunch at a Washington, D.C., res 
taurant. Their conversation soon 
turned to the Court's ruling. 

"It is a great challenge to us," said 
one of them. The church must pre 
pare the people to accept integrated 
schools in a Christian spirit." 

His companion was silent for sev 
eral moments before he answered. I 
wonder," he said finally, "if there is 
anything convincing we can say about 
brotherly love and racial understand-
ing, when the church itself is the 
most segregated institution in Amer-
ica," 

He put his finger on one of the sor 
est spots in America's Christian con 
science. The churches are bringing up 
the rear in a battle they should have 
led. While racial barriers have been 
crumbling in sports, in the theater, 
in trade unions, in schools, and in the 
military services, the worship of God 
is still being conducted-in almost 
any community you can nameon a 
predominantly Jim Crow basis. 

Not Entirely Defenseless 
Before we condemn the churches 

for hypocrisy, however, we must in 
fairness cite two facts in their de-
fense: First, they face a more diffi 
cult task than secular institutions: 
second, and more important, many of 
them have confessed the sinfulness of 
segregation and are now working 
hard at repentance. 

Let a Negro theologian, Dr. Frank 
T. Wilson of Howard University 
Sehool of Religion, speak for the de-
fense on the first point. 

"The churches will take longer to 
achieve integration because they are 
undertaking a much greater accom 
plishment," he said recently. Wor-
shiping together is a more personal 
thing than riding trains or attending 
movies together. Tolerance is not 
enough here: it must be real brother-
hood or nothing." 

The LUTHERAN STANDARD is grate-
ful to "Harper's Magazine" for per-
mission to print this condensation of 
an article in its October, 1955, issue. 

The movement toward interracial 
worship started almost from seratch 
at the end of World War II. In 1946, 
Dr. Frank S. Loescher made a survey 
of the racial practices of 17,900 
churches of six Protestant denomina-
tions. He found only 860 with racially 
mixed congregations. Nearly all of 
these were predominantly white 
churches to which bne or two Negro 
families came. 

In March of that same year the old 
Federal Council of Churches convened 
a special meeting to consider the 
problem. The resolution that the con 
vention adopted in the light of Dr. 
Loescher's findings was a radical chal 
lenge to American Christians. Bluntly 
it declared that segregation is "un 
necessary and undesirable and a vio-
lation of the Gospel of love," and the 
Council called upon its member bodies 
to work for a nonsegregated church 
and a nonsegregated society." 

Doors Opening Everywhere 
Today the doors are opening in 

every part of the country. The Na-
tional Council of Churches (successor 
to the Federal Council) does not know 
exactly how many of its member 
churches now have racially inclusive 

tho number has inereased sharply 
congregations, but it does know that 

S1nce 1946. 
In the only statistical survey com 

parable in scope tó Dr. Loescher's, 
the Council's Department of Racial 
and Cultural Relations checked 13,597 
churches in three denominations and 
found 1,331, or nearly 10 per cent, 
with mixed congregations. 

The Unitarian8, polling 170 
churches, found 79, or almost half, 
with Negro members. Dr. H. Conrad 
Hoyer, home missions director of the 
National Lutheran Council, reports 
"dramatic" progress fín NLC churches 
during the past five years. 

0 FAR we have focused attention 
on Protestant denominations be-

cause that is where the main prob-
lem lies. The vast majority of Amer. 
ica's 9,000,000 Negro church-goers 
are Protestants. But the Roman Cath-
olic Church, although its 400,000 Ne-
gro communicants represent only a 
tiny portion of its own membershin 

and of the over-all Negro population. 
has taken a bold lead in the Deep 
South, where Protestants so far have 
moved very slowly. 

It was a Catholic prelate, Bishop 
Vincent S. Waters of North Carolina. 
who struck perhaps the most cour ageous and effective blow against 
segregation in the churches. 

Early in 1953 Bishop Waters, a Virginian by birth, visited one of the smallest parishes in his state-wide 
diocese, the tiny tobacc0 town of 
Newton Grove, North Carolina. What 

yards apart on a dusty, unpaved street 
he saw there shocked him. Barely 200 

stood two white frame Catholic 
churches. One, Holy Redeemer, min 
istered to 250 white parishioners; the other, St. Benedict, to 80 Negroes. 

Racial congregations were at that 
time the general rule in Southerrn 
Catholic churches, but in other places the raw color line could at least be 
glossed over by the explanation that 
the churches were merely serving the 
segregated neighborhood in ohich 
they were located. That excuse could 
not be offered in Newton Grove 

A Bold Pronouncement 

and prayed. Then he issued an order 
Bishop Waters returned to Raleigh 

that will be long remembered in North 
Carolina. Beginning on Sunday, May 
31, 1958, he said, the parishes of Holw 
Redeemer and St. Benedict woula h 
consolidated. There would be inter 
racial worship, or no Catholic worshin 
at all, in Newton Grove. 

On the appointed Sunday about 35 
white parishioners and 29 apprehen 
sive Negroes showed up for early 
mass at Holy Redeemer. They found 
the bishop himself at the altar. Out 
side an angry crowd of white Catho 
lics and non-Catholics milled about 
the small church, jeering at those 
who went inside. 

When mass was over and the tall, 
bespectacled prelate started to walk 
from the church to the near-by rec 
torv, one man in the crowd shouted, 
"Get that damn bishop !" and another 
velled. «Beat hell out of him." The 
unruly mob shoved toward the rec 
torv door behind the bishop, rough 
ing un two priests who firmly blocked 

Lutheran Standard 



. mos. A fow stones were hurled priests and bishops exercise over cepted the 51tuation graciouslyre 
through the windows. church affairs. he knew he could count on their sup port. Then he prepared his congrega 

tion with a series of forthright r 
mons on the sinfulness of 

preju 

When the disturbance quieted down, 
Bishop Waters again returned to 

Raleigh and prayed. North Carolina 
Catholics waited, some hoping, some 
fearing that he would retract his ex 
plosive edict at Newton Grove. 0n 
June 12, 1953, they got their answer. 

state priests read a pastoral letter 
from the bishop, abolishing segrega 
tion throughout the diocese. 

"Cast out" in Georgia 
Anyone who is inclined to minimize 

the Catholic accomplishment in the 
South should note what happened to 
the Rev. Henry A. Buchanan, a 
voung Baptist minister at Shellman, 
Georgia, who preached an antisegre 
gation sermon last year. Angered by 
his forthright assault on their preju-
dices, members of the congregation 
voted overwhelmingly to demand his 
resignation. Buchanan left, after ad 
vising the Shellman Baptists to "call 
vourselves a club instead of a church." 
Opposite his own name on the church 
role, he wrote: "Cast out." 

No Protestant bishop could success-
fully end segregation in a diocese by edict. A Protestant clergyman bent 
on breaking down racial barriers in 
his own church must have not only 
the personal courage and determina 
tion to do so, but also the leadership 

While Protestant spokesmen ac-
knowledge that the Catholics have 
moved farther and faster in race re-
lations in the South, they also assert 
that the Roman Church faces a some-
what different problem, both because 
of the relatively small number of Ne-
groes involved and because of the 
much greater authority that Catholic 

From every Catholic pulpit in the to carry with him the laymen who, when to move, Mr. Dahlquist says, throuh vestries, presbyteries, boards 
of deacons, or congregational meet-
ings, have the final word on church 
policy. 

THE REV. Arnold J. Dahlquist, for 
merly the pastor of St. Mark's 

Lutheran Chuoh in Iamaica New 
York, learned a few years ago now 
difficult and delicate this can be, even 
in a northern community. 

Caught like thousands of churches in "changing neighborhoods," St. 
Mark's had the choice of relocating 
nearer its white members, who con 
tinued attending though many had 
moved to 'more desirable" sections, 
or of opening its doors to Negroes 
now living near by. Mr. Danlqus 
spent weeks wrestling with his con 
science. He finally decided the only 
Christian solution was to take the 
Negroes in. He set about selling this 
idea to his congregation. 

He sounded out lay leaders of the 
church by seemingly casual remarks. 
When he thought he had found four 
potential allies, he invited them to a 
parsonage dinner at which a Negro 
lady was a guest. The laymen ac 

dice. 

Rev. John T. Walker, newly appointed rector of St. Mary's Episcopal Church, De 
troit, is shown with members of the church's vestry who appointed him minister of 

the predominantly white congregtion. He is believed to be the first man of his 

race to hold such a post in the Episcopal Church. Mr. Walker is a graduate of 

Wayne University, Detroit, and of Virginia Theological Seminary. St. Mary's Con-

gregation is 80 per cent white and 20 per cent Negro,-Photograph by RNS 
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race 

Then "God Acted"" 
While he was still debating how and 

"God acted." A new Negro bo. 
neighborhood, who had set out to at 
tend a Negro church, wandered 
mistake into St. Mark's. Mr. Dahl guist welcomed him personally and quickly led him to a Sunday schoo! 
Class taugnt by one of the lay leaders 
called on the boy's father and mother 
he had previously tested. The pastor 
and persuaded them to attend services at St. Mark's. He recruited more Negro children for the Sunday schoo!. then more Negro adults for worship services. 

When he finally called for a vote on admitting the Negro families to mem 
bership, there was a short, sharp 
walked out, never to return. But Mr. 
battle. A few white parishioners 

Dahlquist was amazed at the whole 
hearted support he got-not only from the few laymen he had tested but from many he had suspected of 
Violent prejudice. In the showdown 
St. Mark's voted for racial brother 

hood by a "great majority." 

No Flood of Negroes 
The churches that are pioneering 

in interracial fellowship have learned 
another lesson that will surprise many 
white Christians. There is no likeli 
hood that a church which opens its 
doors to people of all races will sud 
denly be swamped by a flood of Ne 
gro members. The problem is just the 
opposite. 

"We threw the doors open and no 
body came in," said one minister. "We 
soon found that a willingness to 'ac 
cept' Negro members is not enough. 
You have to go out and find them and 
convince them that they are really 
wanted." 

The Washington, D.C., Federation 
of Churches reports that several 
churches in the nation's capital have 
found that "the first and most easily 
executed step" toward racial integra 
tion is to bring Negro and white chil 
dren together at vacation Bible 
schools. Regular Sunday school classes 
and church-sponsored summer camps 
have been used elsewhere to break the 
first hole in the racial wall. 

It can be done. The churches and 
their related institutions have only 
barely set their feet on the long, rock 
st rewn road toward color-blind Chris 
tian fellowship. But they have finally 
made a start. 



ECENT EVENTS in the Motor City 
have made race relations the 
number-one topic of conversa 

tion in Lutheran circles. Of nation 
wide significance is the united declar 
ation by the pastors and leaders of 
this area that an "open-door policy" 
be the recognized principle for Amer 
ican Lutheran Church congregations. 
This is bound to set off action and re 
action all across America. 

R 

Open Minds for Open Doors 

The g uestions have since been 

raised: "What right does the clergy 
have to speak thus for the congrega 
tions they represent ? Is this not a 
violation of the congregational form 
of church government ?" Better to un 
derstand both the "open-door policy" 
and the motives which prompted such 
action let us look at some basic Chris 
tian theses. 

A Common Origin 
AU humans have a common origin. 

Although many arguments have taken 
place where science is found on one 
side and religion on the other, here 
they join hands to state a basic fact 
concerning all men. Whether one 

starts with the ereation story in Gene-
sis or the Mendelian writings on 
heredity makes little difference. God 
"has made from one every nation of 

men." This is a stumbling block for 
many a person, for to accept this 
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Mr. Wietzke is pastor of St. James 
Lutheran Church, Detroit. 

By WALTER R. WIETZKE 

thesis means to go counter to much 
of this world's thought, which is con 
stantly striving to credit certain parts 
of the human family with greater 
powers, greater virtue. Bluntly put, 
we fail to call this by its right name, 
prejudice. 

This belief in superiority -have we 
forgotten-was the starting point for 
the Nazi idea of the Herrenvolk, the 
leader people, the master race. Nor 
has this prejudice been confined to our 
century. It is evident in almost every 
period of history. The Jew ranked 
himself superior to the pagan Gentile. 
The Greek was contemptuous toward 
the barbarian. The Roman despised 
and feared the Hun, and certainly not 
least is the modern white man, who 
for three centuries has been reassur-
ing himself that the Negro is an in 
ferior being. This common origin of 
mankind is not only a Biblical fact, 
however ; it is a scientific one. Studies 
in heredity have indicated most 
strongly that all men, like all dogs, 
come from a common source. The 
blood plasma of individuals, properly 
typed, can be used interchangeably 
and without harm in Negroid, Orien-
tal, or Caucasian peoples. Moreover, 
it is egotistical and unreal to ascribe 
mental superiority to one of these 

types. It is always distressing to hea 
the least-qualified Caucasian shouting 
the loudest about the mental superior-
ity of the whites. But as an even 
higher level than this, every Christian 

should consider a second Christian 
thesis: 

A Common Savior 
Al humans have a common savior. Here is a more urgent recognition than that of origin. God has recog nized all His creatures as being com monly engulfed in sin; and in one Lord--Jesus Christ-He restores 

them to the proper relationship with 
Himself. Christ died for all-black, 
white, yellow, male or female. 

Never have I heard a story that bet 
ter illustrates the equality of men 
under Christ than when the United 
States congressman, the Chinese laun 
dryman, and the Negro newsboy were 
received into the membership of a 
Washington church. Interviewing the 
congressman, reporters asked for a 
statement regarding both rite and 
companions. His classic reply: "The 
ground is level at the foot of the 

cross." 
The New Testament puts that 

bluntly. No one with eyes to see or 
ears to hear can mistake it. There is 

neither male nor female, Jew nor 
Greek all distinctions are erased be 

fore the Savior. The significant thing 
is this: your place and mine in the 
kingdom of God is not gained by 
what we are, or what we do. It is by 
sheer grace that we are called to His 
glory, Now if this is the case, Any 
arguments about superiority or sepa 
ratism are indications that we have 
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not yet realized an essential Christian 
attitude. 

When invited to someone's home as 
guest we do not tell him whom we 
want there. Remember the church, in 
this sense, is God's home. If I am an 
adopted child I d¡ not say, "I will 
choose who my brothers and sisters 
shall be." It is only by unusual love 
and concern that I am even brought 
into a family circle. So, too, with 
God's family. It simply is not our re 
sponsibility to say who shall, or who 
shall not, be a member of Christ's 
kingdom. When His call has been ex 
tended and people have responded in 
faith, membership has been decided. 

There is one more thesis to be 
considered. 

A Common Spirit 
All humans in Christ ought to have 

a common spirit. Single-mindedness 
built on God's will is the foundation 

for constructive action. Do you re 
member the words from Luther's ex 
planation to the Third Article 
believe that I cannot by my oWn rea-
son or strength believe in Jesus Christ 
my Lord or come to Him, but the Holy 
Ghost has called me by the gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctifed me in the one true faith"? 

Here is where the maturing Chris-
tian should put the burden of his con-
cern, enlightenment, and sanctifca-
tion. Many know the facts of creation 
and redemption-yet for all their fac-
tual knowledge are profited nothing. 
Perhaps one of our modern critics 
had this in mind when he said of Lu 
therans and Lutheranism that "many 
are redeemed in principle, but not in 
fact." Unless the basic prejudices are 
removed and Christian attitudes fol-
low, we cannot claim enlightenment. 

And sanctify, what does that mean? 
Make holy by adding a super virtue? 
I think rather "to be set aside for 

God's purposes, to become co-workers 

with Him." As many as are led by 

the Spirit of God they are the sons 

of God. This is the meaning of the 

term churcha congregation of be 
lievers redeemed in Christ, led by 
His Spirit, set aside for His purposes, 

Now it seems strange that a state 

ment suggesting an "open-door pol-

icy" should be met with confusion and 

surprise. A reader of the New Testa 
ment can readily see that this is no 
innovation but an idea nineteen hun 
dred and more years old. Were we to 
review early history we should be 
thrilled to find that there was only 
one place-one place, mind you-in 
the ancient world where the antipathy 
between Jew and Gentile, for example, 
was resolved. And that was in the 
Christian Church. Here the brother-
hood of man became reality by sur 
render to Christ. 
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There are movements of more re 
cent vintage whose avowed purpose 
is said brotherhood, but as Christian 
men we should be appreciative of the 
eternal nature of the church, for 
while these others feign brotherly 
love, they are dedicated to an exclu-
sive rather than an inclusive prin-
eiple. But the church, in spite of all 
her faults, is and remains dedicated 
to a principle of inclusion. We believe 
that it is Christ and not men who 
must do the choosing, and by the very 
nature of His nature the attitude re 
mains inclusive, not exclusive. 

"Allowing People in" Ridiculous 

It is ridiculous, therefore, to talk 
about "allowing people in." Confes 
sion of faith and a Christian life are 

the requirements. Nor can we dismiss 

the circumstance and our relationship 
to the historical church by saying: 
"Let the Jew or Negro or Oriental 
establish his own place of worship. 
He can be a Christian by himself." 

In that situation he probably is: with 
that attitude we are not. 

Where this is done we can see that 

the meaning of sin, salvation in 
Christ. and the guidance of God's 
Spirit have not been truly known. We 
cannot redeem others in such sepa 
ratistic fashion. We can redeem some 
one only by suffering with him, iden 
tifying ourselves with him. The doc 
tor of medicine may have a kind of 
love in his heart for his patients, but 
he has never fulfilled his trust or task 
until he forgets self, exp0ses himself 
to the chances of association, and in 
some measure allows the strength of 
his person to be 'in part his patients' 
reliance. Caucasians ought to learn 
something, or admit it. Our prejudice 
is largely unjustified. We seek reasons 
because we hate, we do not hate be 
cause we have reasons. 

These thoughts, generally speaking, 
provided the basis for the action taken 
in Detroit. But what of the clergy? 
Has a principle been violated in the 
suggestion that open doors" be con 
gegaion poncy 1 tnnk not. he 
clergy in this instance had two things 
in mind-to speak for God and to 
Speak for themselves. 

PRAYER 
Jesus, mighty Intercessor, 

Plead before God's throne 
For Thy weaker, younger brothers, 

Thy beloved, Thine own. 

Of course, in speaking thus they 
cannot isolate themselves from the 
congregations of which they are a 
part, but none entered into this dis 

cussion in a spirit of fiat and duress. 
They have merely stated again that 
Christ, no one or nothing else, is the 
head of the church. Thev hate oid 

in eñect that the congregational form of church government apart from +ho 
Head of the Church, Jesus Himself 
can result only in an anarchy of disre 
lated brothers. 

This is not codified ecclesiastical 
law. is the statement of a principle 
and policy consistent with the Bible 
and the historical church. This is not 
the violation of a trust, On the 
trary, it is the fulfillment of one. Con 
gregations call pastors to do some 
thing, "teach and preach in its truth 
and purity the Word of God as 
vealed in the Old and New Testa 
ments." This is demanded in every 
Congregation's constitution. It is the 
first requirement in every pastoral 
call. 

Policy Must Be Appropriated 
To be sure, each congregation will 

have to include this policy in its oWn 
life if it does not already hold to it. 
This, tragically, is the point where 
most often the will and the Word of 
God are set aside, and the congrega 
tional form of church government is 
used to state man's prejudices and not 
God's purposes. On the other hand, 
many of our congregations have al 
ready discussed this and have won 
derfully and readily stated their 
readiness to let the church be 
Christ's church." 

A subject like this ought not to 
leave us with negative feelings. It 
should be thought through to the end 
that we might know the Scriptures 
more fuly, realize the Christian view 
more adequately, and place ourselves 
under the sovereign and loving will 
of Jesus Christ more completely. The 
challenge of cultural and ethnic in 
tegration should not be viewed as a 
messy and undesirable task. 

In the eyes of God the Negro, the 
Jew, the Oriental -minority groune 
we call them-are basically not prob 
lems; they are opportunities. They 
represent men to be gained for the 
kingdom. They are potential soldiers 
for the army of Christian believers, 
and where and when in our obedience 
to the Lord's command to "make dis 
ciples" we are related socially to them, 
our task is nothing less than to help 

bring them to the foot of the cross 
and in fuller measure to share with 

them the fellowship to which every 
Christian believer is entitled. Plead that we may ne'er desert Thee, 

This means the destruction of cher Loyal unto death, 
Armored soldiers, staunch and dauntless, ished and protective prejudices. It 

To our latest breath! means open doors come through 

-Frieda Martini Buchen. Christ-opened minds. 
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2. 

a 

3. 

f 

k 

3. 

1. Dr. Marcus Rieke 

b 

Identify the 20 pictures above by placing the correct letter in the blank in 
front of the proper name below. 

WHO'S WHO? 

Rev. Fred Landdeck 
Donald R. Hollis 

4 MIle. Madeleine Barot 
Dr. Paul Kauper 

6. Dr. Henry Schuh 
7. Cecil B. DeMille 
8. George Utech 

m 

9. Rev. Herold Adix 

10. Dr. George Schultz 

28 

e 

t 

...11. Dr. Edward Schramm 
...12. Rev. Henry Hoesman 

13. Dale Bruning 

.19. Helen Keller 

.14. Mrs. Lavina Fugal 

.15. Rev. Theodore Pretzlaff 
16. Dr. Alvin Rogness 
17. David V. Sieberg 
18. Rev. Paul N, Varner 

20. Paul W. Dickman 

Who? What? When? 

STANL 
The questions in this quiz (some 
easy, some hard) are taken from 
the last six months' issues of the 
"Lutheran Standard." Page 24 
gives you the correct answers 

WHO'S WHAT? 
Place the correct mumber of the 

names found in Who's Who g" in 
the proper blank of the identifca 
tions below. 

.A. Known for her efforts to 
aid the blind. 

.B. President of the ALC. 

..C. Famous church architect of 
the Central District. 

.D. Named American Mother 
of the Year. 

E. Chaplain of the FIeet Ma 
rine Force, Pacific. 

..F. Director of "The Ten Com 
mandments," a 10-million 
dollar movie. 

.G. An assistant to the direc 
tor of Stewardship and Fi 
nance of the ALC. 

H. Director of Church-Indus 
try relations of the ALC. 

....I. A deputy executive secre 
tary of the ALC Board of 
American Missions. 

....J. A professor of law who is 
a member of the ALC Board 
of Higher Education. 

.K. The executive secretary of 
the Committee for Cooper 
ation of Men and Women 
in Church and Society of 
the World Council. 

.L. The "Aying parson" of the 
1807th Airways and Air 
Communications Service. 

.M. Executive secretary of the 
ALC Brotherhood. 

.N. Youth Director of the ALC. 

....0. President of Luther Theo 
logical Seminary, St. Paul. 

....P. Newly elected president of 
the Brotherhood. 

....Q. Editor of the LUTHERAN 
STANDARD. 

.R. President of the Interna 
tional Luther League. 

....S. Director of Stewardship 
and Finance of the ALC. 

.T. Director of Evangelism of 
the ALC. 
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? Why? 

Test Challenges Readers Knowledge 

Cirele the correet answer or fll in 
the proper word as the questions below 
demand. 

1. True or False-Deaconess train 
ing does not include any specialized 
study in specific fields. 

WHAT'S WHAT? 

2. The TV program sponsored by 
the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
entitled 

was named the best re 
ligious program of the air for the sec 
ond consecutive year. 

3. The name proposed for the body 
to come out of the planned union of 
four Lutheran synods is 

4. The ALC celebrated its a) 25th, 
b) 35th, c) 50th, or d) 125th anni 

versary this year. 

5. The ALC has four affiliated col 
leges in the United States. They are 

Waverly, 
Iowa; 

Seguin, Texas; 
Columbus, Ohio; and 

Parkland, Wash. 

6. Every organization is growth 
conscious. The Northwestern District 

of the ALC has shown a growth of a) 

50%, b) 550%, c) 1009%, or d) 350% 
since the birth of the ALC. 

7. The Luther League starteda new 

program of parish mission builders 

this past year. 
students from 

ALC colleges were the nucleus of the 

program. 

(number) 
(number) 

8 Both Wartburg and Capital 
Seminaries added a new department 

to their curricula this year. That de 

partment is 

9. True or False-Jordan, the land 
that fowed with "milk and honey" for 
the Israelites of the Exodus from 
Egypt, is still a prosperous and pro 
ductive land today. 

10. True or False-Patrick Henry 

made his 1iberty or death" speech in 
a church which still exists in Virginia. 

11. True or False-An individual's 

Bense of personal responsibility is les 

December 31, 1955 

16. True or False-Shimmabuke, 
an Okinawan village, was converted to 

sened considerably by an undue lean- Christianity after American soldiers 
captured it from the Japanese in ing on censorship edicts. 
World War II. 12. Merger is a popular word in 

current church circles. By an almost 
unanimous vote the 

Compiled by FREDERICK H. GONNERMAN 

authorized the start of 
merger action with the United Lu 
theran Church of America. 

13. True or FalseThe president 
of the ALC is a member of the Cen 
tral Committee of the World Council 
of Churches. 

14. The ALC's pride of Canadian 
colleges is located in Regina, Sask. 
The name of the school is 

15. The new Sunday school series, 
known as the 

has been the 
most widely accepted of any lesson 
series published to date. 

in 

Denver 
Mexico City 
Dakotas 

17. Seminary cele 
brated its 125th anniversary this fall. 

18. Both the Luther League and 
the Brotherhood accepted a new status 

.. of the ALC at 
their conventions this past year. 

Toledo 

in 

as . 

Complete the following sentences by flling in the proper place names 
taken from the list below. 

19. The Muhlenberg Press and the 
Concordia Publishing House are joint 
ly publishing a 55-volume set of com 
mentaries and sermons translated into 
English to be known as 

20. Jubilee, Iowa, is a) the capital 
of the United States, b) headquarters 
of the Iowa District, c) location of a 
new ALC mission, or d) a town that 
doesn't exist. 

WHERE'S WHAT? 

Pittsburgh 
Switzerland 
Nebraska 

2. The laymen took the initiative in 

Mexico 
India 

1. The ALC's anniversary celebration was climaxed by a special service 
last October. 

Milwaukee 

their efforts a mission was organized and put on its feet. 
3. Transition is the key word when deseribing both the economic and 

the religious conditions of the (states ). 

and through 

4. The corn crop may not always be a bumper one, but the churches on 
the plains of continue to flourish and give praise. 

6. Pastor Nehrenz' headquarters will be set up in 
January. 

5. The ALC Board of American Missions has strengthened its position 
by authorizing the calling of three new executives this past year. One of these 
men, Pastor Williamn Nehrenz, is the director of the ALC's new mission field 

this 

7. Brotherhood members converged in toward the end 
0f October for what was termed the biggest convention in the organization's 
history. 

8. The first full-scale meeting of the World Council of Churches Central 
Committee since the Evanston conference was held in 
this past summer. 

9. It is feared that the missionary work in may be seriously 
hampered by a gOvernmental policy which forbids entrance of new mission 
aries into the country. 

10. Diaconate candidates spend a minimum of a year and a half at the 
Motherhouse home and school in 
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More joys than problems 
in interracial congregation, 
Ms pastor of Detroit cburch in 

A LETTER TO A 

SEGREGATIONIST 

By Hermann J. Kuhlmann 

Dear Frank, 

Detroit, Michigan 
December 15, 1955 
(Anniversary of the 
Bill of Rights) 
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ToU HAVE BEEN Wondering how 
it came about that Grace Con 
gregation has become interracial, 

and that we have colored people not 
only in our Sunday school but also 
among the baptized and confirmed 
members of our congregation. I know, 
too, that you have your inisgivings 
about the wisdom of the step we here 
in Grace Congregation have taken. 
Let me confess at the outset, I had 
some misgivings, too, about eighteen 

months ago, But God has a way of 
opening eyes and hearts through guid 
ance from others and especially 
through experience, leading us and 
guiding our faltering steps on untried 
vays if we but permit Him to show us 

the way. 
was frst through Pastor Ervin 

Krebs, who at the time was director of 
isions in Negro communities in the 
department of American Missions of 
the National Lutheran Council, that 
God directed us and opened our eyes 
to see our opportunity and to recog 
nize God's call to minister to people of 
other races in our community. 

Pastor Krebs was very much inter 
ested in starting interracial work in 
Detroit, especially on the east side. 
where, as you know, Grace Congrega-
tion is located. I call it the "Near 
East" of Detroit. He preached in our 
church in January of 1954, and in an 
able manner prepared the hearts and 
minds of our people for new under-
standings and a new appreciation of 

the call to serve all people with the 
means of grace. Again in the spring of 

Pastor H. J. Kuhlmann of Grace Lutheran Church in Detroit baptizes 
Daryl Curtis Lay. Sponsors are Miss Anna Larson, a i.LC parish 
worker, and Mrs, Susie Kearney, Grace Church's first Negro member 

last year Pastor Krebs discussed with 
me the challenge of a widened scope 
in the work of Grace Church in a 
rapidly changing community. We dis 
cussed the matter again when we met 
at the Luther Academy at Wartburg 
Seminary in Dubuque during July of 
last vear 

In August of 1954 Miss Anna Lar. 
son, parish worker of the National 
Lutheran Council employed in the De 
partment of American Missions, as 
sisted in conducting a daily vacation 
Bible school in First English Lutheran 
church, which is nearer the heart of 
Detroit and surrounded by more peo 
ple of other races than are we. 

Pastor Krebs asked me whether 
Grace Church wished to have Miss 
Larson canvass our community after 
she finished her duties at First Eng-
lish. When I enquired whether in her 
canvassing Miss Larson would be ex 
pected to invite and'weleome all races 
of people to our church, Pastor Krebs 
said that this would be the understand-
ing. I immediately consented but said 
that the final decision in the matter 
would have to be made by Grace Con-
gregation. I assured him that I would 
present the matter to our church coun-
cil in its August meeting. 

N THE MEANTIME I discussed this 
also with our district president, Dr. 

Norman Menter, and his assistant, 
astor E. H. Schalkhauser. who is in 
cnarge of district missions. They both 
attended the August meeting of our 
church council, in which the following 
resolution was adopted for presenta 
tion to the congregation in a special 
meeting on September 1: 

"Resolved, That Grace Congregation 
adopt (practice) an "open door poliey 
toward people of other races in our 

community, and that it accept the 
services of Miss Larson to make a can 
vass of our community." 

This resolution was printed in the 
Sunday bulletin on four Sundays pre 
ceding the meeting with the explana tion that "Miss Larson would invite 
the unchurched colored people of the 
community as well as the unchurched 
white people to attend services in 
Grace church and to send their chil dren to Grace Sunday school and as 
sure them of a welcome by the con 
gregation." 

The resolution was discussed at 
some length by the congregation on September 1, when Dr. Menter and 
Pastor Schalkhauser were again with 
us. The diseussion was characterized 
throughout by a fine Christian, broth 
erly spirit, but opinions were far apart 
when the meeting began as vo 
well imagine. I think you can also 
imagine, at least in part, my feelings 
when after the meeting some of our 
most influential members said to me, 
"I came to this meeting fully intending 
to vote against that resolution, but 
after the presentation by you three 
pastors I recognized our Christian 
duty to serve all people, and I voted 
for it." 

The resolution was carried by a 
large majority. On the following day 
Miss Larson began canvassing, and on 
the next Sunday we had four Negro 
children in Sunday school. Their num 
ber grew rapidly as did the attendance 

the average attendance had been be 
in the entire Sunday school. Whereas 

on last Mav was 145, of whom 56 were 
tween 80 and 90, the total attendance 

colored. On the following Sunday the 
attendance was not as large, but the 
percentage of Negroes was greater 
56 out of 125, or about 45 per cent. 
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I shall never forget November 22 of 
last year. Let me describe Grace Con 
gregation as it was assembled that 
Sunday morning. We, of course, had 
our old faithful members, descendants 
of the founding fathers, some of them 
born in Germany and others of Ger 
man ancestry. There was Mrs. C., who 
came from England: Mrs. A. and her 
son, who came from Latvia; the M. 
family of Czechoslovakian descent; 
and Miss L., of Scandinavian descent. 
Over there sat Mrs. K., who was born 
in Scotland, and on the other aisle was 
Mr. P., who is of Canadian descent. 
In the Sunday school there was little 
Sandra Chin, the Chinese girl, besides 
about 25 Negro children and six or 
seven Negro adults in the Bible class 
and in the service. 

In that service I baptized Leota 
May, the infant daughter of one of our 
servicemen, who had married Fumiko 
Watanabe in Japan. The mother at 
tended the service in her Japanese cos 
tume of white material with large 
flowered pattern and her sash tied in 
a big bow at the back. I would say 
that we were quite a cosmopolitan con 
gregation that morning. 

Palm Sunday of this year was an 
other historic day in Grace Congrega 
tion. On that day Mrs. Susie Kearney, 
our first communicant member of a col 
ored race, was added to our congrega 
tion by confirmation. And immediately 
after the confirmation in the same serv 
ice her grandson was baptized, Mrs. 
Kearney and Miss Larson acting as 
sponsors. Since then Mrs. Kearney has 
not missed a Communion service, and 
no one even turns his head to look 
when she kneels at the altar to com 
mune. Our present adult confirmation 
class includes two Negro women (one 
of them Mrs. Kearney's daughter) and 
four vhite persons. 

TO, WE HAVE NOT lost a single mem 
ber because of our interracial 

work. The colored folks who are com 
ing to our Sunday school and our serv 
ices-at present six or seven adults in 
the Bible class and the service each 
Sundayare very fine people, and our 
members have received them well 
in some respects "with open arms. 

It is a touching sight to see little 
Leon Morton in the beginners' depart-
ment of Sunday school, who hobbles 
to the church on crutches from his 

home a few doors away-polio erip 
pled him-to be met at the door by 
Dewey Broyles, one of our very active 
young deacons, who carries him into 
the Sunday school room. 

I said before that we have not lost 
a single member, but let me add that 
about a year ago it seemed as though 
we might. Mrs. J., a dear lady and 
loyal member, announced in a meeting 
of the Ladies' Aid that she would be 
compelled to withdraw. The president 
of the Aid sensed that what Mrs. J. 
had stated could hardly be the real 
reason for her withdrawal, and with 
a few tactful questions brought out 
that she was greatly disturbed over 
the fact that we were receiving Ne 
groes into the congregation. Well, Mrs. 
J. agreed to remain. But that is not the 
end of the story. At a meeting of the 
Ladies' Aid last spring Mrs. Kuhl-
mann remarked that the attendance at 
the business meeting of the congre 
gation on the evening before had not 
been very good. 

"Well, you know, Mrs. Kuhlmann," 
said one of the ladies, "we don't like to 
go out at night because of this neigh 
borhood. There are so many colored 
people around here now." 

"Why pick on the colored people ?" 
spoke up another woman. "We used 
to have white people from the south 

A children's choir of mixed races sings regularly at Grace Lutheran church, Detroit 

December 31, 1955 

living next to us, and they were noisy. 
disorderly, inconsiderate of other pe 
ple or their property. No# we have 
colored people next door to us, and 
they are quiet and orderiy and 
friendly." 

And who was it who defended the 
colored? Yes, it was Mrs. J., who six 
months before had wanted to leave her 
church because it was ready to serve 
colored people. 

XPERIENCE and contacts with peo E ple do change our opinions, don't 
they? Two years ago, I admit, it would 
have been hard for me to believe that 

would feel as much at home or at 
ease as I do now before mù congrega 
tion or my classes, all of which now 
have colored members. (In my present 
children's confirmation class I have 
nine white children and five Negro 

children.) 
I have not yet been able to call in as 

many homes of our colored friends as 
I would have liked to. You know that 

I have been incapacitated most of the 
summer because of the surgery I un 
derwent in June. Since taking up my 
work again I have had to devote much 
time to problems we have encountered 
in the planning and building of our 
new parsonage in Bloomfield Town 
ship, for which we broke ground on 
September 25. I am sure I mention ed 
this to you before, but I fear you may 
have gained a somewhat mistaken im 
pression of our plans and intentions. 

You see, Grace Congregation 
cided already in the spring of 1954 to 
provide a different parsonage for us, 
away from busy, noisy Van Dyke Ave 
nue, where the constant rumble of 
cars, trucks, and buses makes sleep 
almost impossible either night or day. 
And when Dr. Menter and Pastor 
Schalkhauser consulted with our 
church council about interracial work 
they also suggested that, since we al 
ready had decided to acquire a new 
parsonage, we build one in a promising 
and rapidly developing territory in 
Troy and Bloomfield Townships, use 
the basement for Sunday school quar 
ters, and in that way mother a mission 
in cooperation with the district mis 
sion board, which planned a package 
mission for this territory for the not 
too distant future. 

de 

How happy I was when Grace Con 
gregation caught the vision and ac 
cepted the challenge. It is quite an un 
dertaking, but it is the Lord's work, 
and with His help we shall succeed. 

I hope I have not wearied you with 
this lengthy epistle, but these matters 
are close to my heart. Let us pray that 
the Lord of the Church will continue 
to show us the way. 

Yours in His service, 
Hermann 
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Integrating the Churches 
By EDGAR M: WAXLER 

T 

Lutheran Church in Saginaw, Michigan, sees education, not 
legislation, as answer to racial problem in congregations 

HE FOLLOWING ARTICLE was writ 
ten at the request of the editors 
of the LUTHERAN STANDARD. The 

writer is pastor of a congregation in a section of our city where the popu 
lation is now more than one-half Ne 
gro or migrant Mexican workers who 

have remained here. We do not at 
present have any Negro members, nor 
are any attending our services or Sun 
day school. The question of segregation 
has never been officially considered in 
our congregation. 

With these simple preliminary state 
ments let us try to answer some ques 
tions such as: What is the stand of 
this congregation on the admission of 
Negroes into the congregation? What 
are the pastor and the congregation 
doing about the matter? 

Our city is Saginaw, Michigan, with 
approximately 100,000 people. Various 
General Motors factories provide the 
bulk of employment, and the high wage 
standard here is largely determined 
by that industry. Our Grace Congre 
gation, 45 years old, has a communi 
cant membership of 875 and is still 
growing despite the area in which we 
are located. We are one of four Amer 
ican Lutheran churches on the east 
side of our city. Three of us are lo 
cated within a nine-block area, and 
all fou are facing the same situation 
so far as Negroes in the immediate 
area are concerned. It is estimated 

that our city has a Negro population 
of 15,000 to 18,000, which is increas 
ing rapidly. 
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Cheap Labor from South 

The great influx of Negroes into 
this community came during and after 
IWorld War I, and was stimulated by 
World War II when the General 
Motors plants here expanded greatly. 
The industry, needing a cheap labor 
supply, brought in Negroes from the 
South by trainloads-in many cases 
just the men--people who too often 
were from the lower strata of society 
in the South. 

Naturally, they located near the fac 
tories where they were employed. Very 
few were in any position to buy prop 
erty. Consequently, they were forced 
to rent from white landlords at ex 
orbitant prices. These landlords in 

many instances cared only for the col 
lection of rents; they made no im 
provement on their property and en 
couraged none. To many of them it 
made no difference how many people 
were huddled together under one roof. 
The Negro, anxious to avoid being 
labeled a second-lass citizen and de 
siring to satisfy an inner urge for 
status, then began buying the finest 
and biggest cars that could be bought. 
The condition of the house in which 
they lived mattered little if they might 
escape in a shiny Lincoln or Cadillac. 

Leaders among their own people la 
bored hard for the improvement of 
their economic status. Civic leaders 
and those concerned about the real 
welfare of the Negro began to pro 
vide civic centers, playgrounds, etc. 
Increasing numbers of Negroes living 
here made expansion absolutely nec 
essary. When two or three Negro 
families moved into a block, the 
whites began moving out. It is the 
old, old story of every cosmopolitan 
center. 

No Move for Grace Church 

In recent years many of the Negroes 
have been purchasing homes. Natur 
ally, they wanted a good home and de 
sired to live in a better part of the 
city. Less money is being spent for 
Cadillacs and more for down payments 
on homes. Encouraged by leaders 
among their own race and by the Su 
preme Court decision on segregation, 
the Negro is now free to locate in any 
section of the city. 

How this affected Grace Congrega-
tion does not need be told anyone who 
has faced such a situation. In our 
church's early days all our people lived 
in this community. As Negroes moved 
into their neighborhood, they moved 
out until today we have less than a 
dozen families within walking distance 
of the church. We have a beautiful 
stone church, parsonage, and parking 
area, and we recently purchased prop 
erty to provide additional parking 
space. The congregation is now con 
templating erection of a parish house. This we state that you may know we 
do not expect to relocate. Grace Con-gregation will remain where it is. 

Now--what is the attitude found in 

Grace Church? Human nature being 
what it is, there is in many minds a 
strong prejudice against the Negro. 
Our people see the homes they lived 
in and cared for being allowed to go 
to rack and ruin. The community in 
which they took pride and in which 
they reared their children has become 
a slum area. Homes go untended and 
unpainted; their once beautiful yards 
are cluttered with all sorts of rubbish. 

While we know that much of that 
property is white-owned, and that lit 
tle has been done by our city to relieve 
a terribly overcrowded condition, the 
fact still remains that the person who 
ives in the property gets the blame. 
Our people have too little contact with 
the many ine Negro families who do 
live in our city and judge the whole 
race by the shiftless element among 
them. Let these statements suffice sO 
far as the feeling in our congregation 
is concerned. I think we are no differ 
ent from other congregations facing 
the same situation. 

And now what are Grace Congre 
gation and its pastor doing to remedy 
this plight? We are concerned about 
the spiritual welfare of these people. 
Some four years ago we asked repre 
sentatives of the National Lutheran 
Council to make a survey to determine 
mission possibilities among the Ne 
groes. The recommendation was that 
we should not undertake a separate 
Negro mission but, because of the lo 
cation of our churches, integrate them 
into our existing congregations. Our 
Lutheran Community Services, as 
sisted by Red Feather funds, operates a Neighborhood House as part of its 
program. Here we serve an immediate 
area that is 75 per cent Negro. In our 
agency we have Negroes on the staff. 
and every congregation supports this 
work faithfully. 

We have had Negro individuals and 
groups appear at different functions 
and services in our church. As pastor 
I have been active in the Interracial 

Committee for our Saginaw Valley. 
We have held several interracial meet 
ings in our church auditorium and 
basement, some of them quite well at 
tended by our own people. The pastor 
has on different occasions spoken in 
Negro churches in the community. As 
Christ's minister I have, whenever oc 
casion warranted, spoken very plainly 
to my people on the question of segre 
gation. 

Education against Prejudice 

My personal endeavors, so far as my 
oWn congregation is concerned, have 
been to educate them, help them in 
overcoming racial prejudice, and to 
prepare them for the day when we 
must become an interracial congrega 
tion. I know that the congregation 
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recognizes that eventually we must re 
ceive the Negro as our brother into our 
church. 

My endeavor, so far as the Negro 
is concerned, has been to let him know 
that we are his friends, that he is wel 
come to our church at any of its serv 
ices. On occasions when a Negro fam-
ily has visited us, come to our Sunday 
school or vacation Bible school, they 
have always been treated very cor 
dially. We enjoy good relations with 
a Negro Baptist church just one block 
from us and have on occasion per 
mitted them to make use of our fa 
cilities. 

The writer attended the conference 
in Detroit called to consider this ques 
tion. He was also present at the Michi-
gan District convention when certain 
resolutions were adopted and is in 
hearty accord with them. I do main 
tain, however, that this is a question 
on which we cannot legislate. And I 
refuse to accept the implication that 
my people are poor Christians simply 
because they today may not be ready 
to open their doors to the Negro. 

No finer group of consecrated people 
could be found than we have here at 
Grace. Their loyalty to the faith and 
their love for our Lord's work cannot 
be questioned. We may be sinners be 
cause some of us hold a prejudice 
against the Negro, but that sin must 
not be lifted up and its presence used 
to rate us as second-class Christians. 
Prejudice is a sin, and as Christians 
we must testify against it and strive 
to overcome it. But, like other sins, 
much of the grace of God is required 
before the sin is conquered. 

Not Ready for "Open Door" 
As pastor of Grace Congregation I 

am convinced that with pressure we 
could now adopt a resolution declaring 
an "open door" policy. But I think such 
action unnecessary and unwise. My 

people and their pastor are aware that 
Scripture knows no segregation. But 
we also recognize that many people 
still hold bitter prejudice. We know 
that many of our families would re 

ceive the Negro into our congregation 
without a murmur. 

But we also know that, if the ques 

tion were agitated and an answer 

sought by resolution, we should lose at 
least one-fourth to one-third of our 
congregation. Among them would be 
some of the otherwise most conse 
crated families. Is such action then 
wise? Would that be God-pleasing? We 
deem it wiser to continue our policy 
of education and of friendly contact 
with our Negro friends and to permit 
the leaven of God's Word and His 
Spirit to work in our hearts. 

I knoww that, if today a Negro fam 
ily came to us dismissed from a sister 
congregation and desired to unite with 
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us, that family would be received with 
out objection. Or if a family from our 
neighborhood desired to join our fel 
lowship and came into the adult in 
struction class, we could then confirm 
them without serious consequences. 
But we are not ready today to take 
the step of going out to evangelize 
among them and solicit their mem 
bership. That day will comeperhaps 
sOoner than we think. 

To that day we feel God in His deal 
ing with us should lead us. Meanwhile 
we ask that you withhold unjust judg 
ment and harsh criticism. Instead we 

solicit your forbearance and your pray 
ers. Grace Congregation is at its pres 
ent location to stay. She is even now 
exercising a decided influence upon 
our community. And as God leads she 

will assume her larger role, for she 
loves her Lord and the souls, black or 
white, for whom He died. 

BROTHERHOOD BEAMS 
By C. L. Nolte 

1956 Program Helps: The theme of 
our 1956 Brotherhood topics is, "Count 
Me a Partner." The topics are Bible-cen 
tered and based on various aspects of the 
life of Christ. Their primary purpose 
will be to help members of the Brother 
hood to attain spiritual growth and en 
gage in practical Christian living. Our 
aim in the 1956 studies will be to appre 
ciate more keenly the significance of 
Christ's life and His teachings and to 
enter more fully into the work which 
He has given us to do. 

Brotherhood Handbook: A copy of the 
new Brotherhood Handbook should now 
be in the hands of each local Brother 
hood. If your group needs additional 

copies, they may be purchased unbound 
for 25 cents or in a looseleaf ring binder 
for $1.25 from the Office of the Brother 
hood, 57 E. Main St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Happy New Year: Much has been ac 
complished during the year 1955 just 
now coming to a close. May we continue 
to move forward as partners with Christ 
in the extension of His kingdom in 1956. 
We wish you all a Happy New Year! 

OPPORTUNITY WANTED: Farmer to manage 
Homes farm. Adequate salary, house provided, so 
cial security, also lady worker age 20 to 45 to 
assist in Children's department. Write toRev. L. 
A. Stumme, Lutheran, Homes, Muscatine, Iowa. 

WANTED: A doctor in Danforth, Illinois, 
south of f Chicago. opportunity. Former 
doc octor, Casper C. Skinsng to retire 

on account of health. Nevly remodeled office for rent. For information write: Rev. C. E. 
Boebel, Danforth, Ilinois. 

WANTED: Agricultural opportunity in Luther 
an community in Colorado, Wyoming, or Pacific 
Northwest. Prefer rental but will consider pur 
chase contract on limited acreage. 

WANTED: Teachers. We invite applications 
from teachers who are qualifed to work with 
mentally retarded children. Program opens sum 
mer and fall of 1956. For further details write to 
Martin Luther Home and School, Beatrice, Nebr. 

WANTED: Married man for farm work in 
Lutheran community. 

For further information on any of the above 
write: Central District Placement, John Liene 
mann, 1703 EIk St., Beatrice, Nebr. 

It started out to be 

such a perfect morning 
Perfect sunshine. Perfect break fast. 
And a perfect family too, I thought, 
proud of the happy, healthy faces 
around me. 

And then through the window we 
heard the new bells begin to play. 
"Beautiful!" I was about to say 
when something in the splendid 
musie stopped me. 

"Where does this perfect morning 
come from ?" the ringing voice de. 
manded. 

The answer surged over me, made 
me eager to be on my way. Yes, I 
was too early for church-but this 
sudden humble prayer inside me 
could not wait! 

This is the inspiration of the bells. 
As their voices reach out and fnd 
forgetful hearts-a message floods 
the soul and lingers there. 

Now your church can have 
the great music of bells 

Now, for your church 
the comfort, reverence, 
beauty of true bell 
music, with a Strom 

berg-Carlson electronie carillon. It 
reproduces, from a small wall cabi. 
net, the magnificent tones of tons of 
cast bells. Yet, no heavy tower, no 
traditional expense. Plays from sim 
ple keyboard, or automatically. 
Write for l2-page brochure, deserib 
ing Stromberg-Carlson carillons and 
bell systems designed for a church 
like yours. 

STROMBERG-CARLSON CO. 
A DIVISION OF GENERAL DYNAMICS CORPORATION 

Special Products Division 

1252 Cliford Ave., Rochester 21, N. Y. 
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Rivers of Blessing 
by JOHN J. MINNEMAN 

EARLY TWO THOUSAND years ago 
God lived on this earth. At 
first only a few people knew 

who He was, that little baby in the 
manger. Mary knew it, and Joseph, 
and the shepherds, and the wise men 
who came from the East, and a few 
others. For the angels had told them 
that this Jesus was the Son of God, 
God Himself, come down to live 
among men, to show them what God 
was like, to suffer and die and rise 
from the dead that men might have 
eternal life. 

N 

Wherever Jesus Christ went, people 
could tell by the love in His every ac 
tion that here was God in the lesh! 
Everywhere He spread love and 

strength and help and healing and 
forgiveness. 

But then He went away! The dis 
ciples saw Him taken and tried and 
beaten and nailed to a cross. They 
saw Him suffer untold agonies. They 
could hardly believe it when He rose 
from the dead. But then, forty days 
later, He returned to God. 

So the disciples and those who fol 
lowed no longer had His living pres 
ence. But Jesus did not really go 
away! To His troubled disciples on 
Maundy Thursday evening He said: 
"Let not your heart be troubled. Ye 
believe in God, believe also in Me. In 
My Father's house are many man 
sions. I go to prepare a place for 
you." The Comforter, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said." Not long before 
His ascension He promised, Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.'" 

Christ Still Present 

Christ is no longer physically pres 
ent among us. But when He com 
manded His disciples, His church, to 
preach the gospel He promised that 
He would be present just as surely 
as if He were here in the flesh. He 
promised that in and through this 
preaching faith would be created and 
preserved. He commanded His church 
to dispense His grace through the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. 

Àt Pentecost the disciples received 
the promised outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit after much prayer and medi 
tation on the Word. And immediately Peter pointed those who wanted to 
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receive the grace of God to the Word 
and the sacrament of baptism. And 
when the church was established, its 
members made diligent use of the 
Word and the sacraments. 

So the church is the agency 
through which Christ is brought to 
us today. Do people say, I don't need 
the church"? Do others say, "I can 
be just as good a Christian outside 
the church as in it"? Think a mo 
ment! Christ Himself has established 
the church to mediate to us the grace 
of God through the Word and the 
sacraments. Here before the altar of 
God we come to confess our sins. 
Here from the altar of God our pas 
tor pronounces to us the grace of 
God and the forgiveness of all our 
sins through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Here we come to praise God together 
for His many blessings. Here we 
come to hear the Word of God pro 
claimed: to let the Holy Spirit con 
vict us of sin; to hear the voice of 
Christ say to us, "Son, be of good 
cheer, your sins are forgiven you"; 
to find the will of God for our life; 
to receive strength for daily living. 

Here we bring our children to the 
baptismal font, so that long before 
they can understand what we tell 
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Featuring the 25th anniversary seal of 
the American Lutheran Church, this cake 
baked by Donald Wedeking, a council 
man and charter member of Newport 
Harbor Congregation, Newport Beach, 
Calif., enhanced the congregation's re-
cent celebration of its 10th anniversary 

them God may create within their heart saving faith, and that the Holy Spirit may come into their life to turn their will toward God. Here at the altar we receive the body and the blood of Christ in Holy Communion, giving us absolute assurance that our 
own sins are forgiven through faith 
in Christ. 

Through the church we work to gether so that also others may come 
into contact with the grace of God. 
We give that many who do not know 
Him may be ministered unto. 

Water from the Altar 

Who knows the healing and help 
and comfort and strength, the healing 
waters of God which have gone forth 
from the altar of your congregation? 
Who can estimate the influences that 
have spread forth from the altar of 
your church? What would we do with 
out the story of God's love in Christ 
Jesus as the church has proclaimed 
it to us? Men and women, boys and 
girls, grandparents, great-grandpar 
ents, parents, brothers, sisters, chil 
dren, friends have lived and died un 
der the preaching of that gospelL. 

And not only has the healing of the 
gospel entered into the life of those 
who have sat under the proclamation. From their life it has spread into the 
life of others so that it is like the 
healing waters seen by Ezekiel, spreading out from life to life over the earth until no man can estimate 
their influence. 

So, thank God for the church ! Thank God for your congregation. Thank Him that someone loved his 
Lord enough to establish a place in 
your community for the preaching of 
the gospel. Thank God for faithful 
pastors who have lived and labored 
here through the yearspreaching, 
teaching, admonishing, exhorting, 
carrying the healing waters of the 
gospel to human souls. Thank God for 
faithful workers, deacons, Sunday 
school teachers, and all the rest, who 
have made it possible for you to re 
ceive the blessings of your congre 
gation. 

Thank God for the American Lu 
theran Church, for the Lutheran 
Church, for the holy Christian Church 
which God has established and main 
tains to bring the gospel message to 
all men. 

Thank God that He has taught us 
to reach out to our suffering fellow 
men to show the love of Christ. Thank 
Him that He has taught us our duty 
to bring others into His kingdom. 
Thank Him that, when He calls us 
home, we shall be a part of the church 

triumphant, serving God through all 
eternity. 
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Editorial Jottings 

The Year in Retrospect 
At years end it is a good thing to pause for reflection. 

What kind of year has it been? What kind of use have 
you and I made of the year's opportunities? What kind 
of growth have we made in the 365 days that have come 
from eternity and returned to eternity since January 1, 
1955? we Americans are not much given to refecion, 
meditation, self-examination. We are in-a-burry people. 
We like to see things moving, and we like to get things 
done. But there is a time to move and a time to sit down 
and think. Year's end is a time to sit down and think. 
quietly, searchingly, soberly. 

Our year-end reflections will certainly convince us that 
this has been a good year for us... in many ways. God 
has richly blessed our land and all its inhabitants and all 
swho are in authority. We have enjoyed economic pros 
perity in a measure not even dreamed of by most of our 
fellow men. And the outlook for the first half of 1956. 
according to the experts, is that the nation's business will 
rise to a new high. What kind of stewards we have been 
of this unprecedented prosperity is, of course, another 
question. We have enjoyed national peace 
tnough it has been an uneasy peace. God has been good 
to the chief executive of our nation and delivered his soul 
from death, his eyes from tears, and his feet from falling. 
In many and wonderful ways the Lord has done great 
things for our nation in the year 1955, whereof we should 
be glad. 

even 

Certainly, our meditations as the year draws to a close 
will call to mind exceeding great and precious blessings 
upon our American Lutheran Church. We have been 

privileged to celebrate the twenty-fth anniversary of 
this Church. Our observance of this anniversary has 
quickened our remembrance of the grace that sustained 
the American Lutheran Church in the trying days in 
which it was born and enabled this Church, despite dire 
diffculties, to make substantial growth on every front. 
There can be no question that, against the background 
of this anniversary celebration, the year 1955 has wit 
nesseda finer growth in American Lutheran Church loy 
alty and in a feeling of "togetherness` on the part of the 
G00.000 confirmed members of this Church than in any 
previous year. 

Naturally, no review of the year 1955 within the Ameri 
can Lutheran Church could omit some refection on the 
progress made in the negotiations that aim at bringing 

into being a union of our Church with three other 
Churches into The American Lutheran Church. These 
negotiations have reached the point where the basal docu 
ments that will be needed for such a union are ready to 

be printed: The constitution, the by-laws, the articles of 
union, a specimen budget, the union resolutions to be 
presented to the 1956 conventions of the four Churches 
for action, and the like. At year's end the one big point 
on which the Joint Union Committee is not agreed is the 
location of the headquarters of the new Church-and 
you and I can help to solve that problem by taking part 
in the opinion poll that has been requested. -This vear 
has also witnessed a beginning in what may prove to be 
another Lutheran union--that of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, the Augustana Lutheran Church, and, 
perhaps, other Lutheran Ch°ches. The first two named 
Churches are inviting all other Lutheran Churches to 
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meet with then early Dert yezr to erpire the osbiity 
of a larger uniom. 

How the American Lutherzn Church fare tás past 
vear in the attaíment of its aritáversar gals czot e 
be determined These zoak, stzted wit utst brev 
aimed at substantial increzss in ztterdace zt rt 
Holk Communion, and Sundzv schont a 10 per cet Det 
gain in membership: at least 2 docbling of the preset 
Tumber of proportionate givers: and zn ingease in bee 
olence giving so that there is a arge ziversary fd 
over and abose the budget for the sear. It is or the 
ast-named item that one has any idea bos e fzred As 
of December 10, total receipts for benevoleces wee 
SI34581L That is about $I5460. cr 62 per cert ahead 
of those on December 10, 1954 That points to 2 pssble 
anniversarr fund of only about $000remember tht 
this vear's budget itself is a little higher tha last yez's 
if we maintain the present rate of increzse. If that per 
centage changes, the anniversary fund il be corze 
spondíngly raised or lowered - Certainly. homser. Goc 
has done reat things for the American Lutheran Church 
this year. For all these things we shoaid thank Ha 
and take courage as the New Year's dawn breaks cer s 

Augustine H. Dornbirer 
Faithful mto death might well be the epitaph c 

the stone that marks the grave of Dr. Augustine H. Dorn 
birer. For the better one knew Doctor Dornbirer, the 
more keenly aware he was of this God-given quaity of 
the man. During the thirty-three years that he served as 
manager of the Lutheran Book Concern (now the Wart 
burg Press) Mr. Dombirer was faithfulness personifed 
It was my privilege to be intimately associated with him 

r during one-third of his long term as manager, and I still 
recall vividly how from early morming until well after 
quitting time for most of the rest of us lanager Dornbirer 
was at his desk faithfully working. 

Doctor Dormbirer illustrated, in a remarkably telling 
way, what we mean by Christian vocation. He did not 
regard his position as manager of a sizable and growing 
publishing business as a mere "job." He regarded it as a 
gracious opportunity from God to devote himselfall 
that he was and all that he had to the service of his 
Lord and of his church. Because he was convinced that 
a wider circulation of Christian literature is necessary 
for the spiritual development of our Church and the 
vigorous promotion of our Church's program he bent 
every efort to increase the usefulness and to expand the 
influence of the Churchs publishing house. He sought 
neither his own glory nor his own personal proft. He de 
clined offers to serve other synodical publishing houses 
at more attractive salaries. He made a liberal gift from 
his own pocket in order to keep the price of a book of 
family devotions down to a level where the maximum 
number of people could aford to buy it. In a word, he 
spent and was spent in faithful devotion to his life's 
work. And, after his retirement, that faithfulness to the 
highest things in life continued. Until his last illness mem 
bers of Christ Lutheran Church and Sunday school here 
in Columbus saw Doctor Dormbirer in his accustomed 
place year in and year out, eager to hear the Word. His 
faithfuness to the things of the kingdom preached an 
eloquent sermon. Because of this life-long faithfulness, 
he, being dead, yet speaketh. -E.W.S. 
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Youtb Department 

Youth Work Record in 1955 Indicates 
Bright Prospects for the Year 1956 
By MARCUS RIEKE 

An all-time high in attendance in 
several leadership training schools 
and the largest International Luther 
League convention in League history 
are but two of the events that made 
the year 1955 outstanding in the 
youth work of the American Lutheran 
Church. These God-given achieve-
ments cause the Youth Department 
to enter the new year with thanksgiv-
ing and to expect great things from 
the God who has hitherto blessed us. 

The 1955 leadership training 
schools registered 1,890 young people. 
Six of the 13 districts had an al-time 
high in attendance. Exactly 100 
young men at these schools indicated 
their desire to become ministers 
53 girls are interested in parish work 

and, showing an unusual interest 
in mission work, 50 of the girls said 
they would like to be foreign mission 
aries. Forty-one young men desire to 
be social workers; 9, Christian day-
school teachers; and 8, deaconesses. 
Whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant" was im-
pressed upon all the youth who at-
tended these schools. 

Many Volunteers for Special Service 

This past year our young people 
ofered themselves in goodly numbers 
for our special volunteer service proj-
ects. Seven young men were hard at 
work in New Guinea, erecting build-
ings, working with native youth, and 
witnessing for Christ. Fifteen of our 
college women gave themselves dur 
ing the summer to volunteer parish 
work. Nine of our young people gave 
their services to various homes of 

and mercy. Sixteen college men 
women made a total of 24,000 calls 
through our service known as Parish 
Mission Builders. A few other young 
people served as counsellors in Bible 
camps, summer visitors to local 
leagues, and recreational and handi-
craft helpers. These were wonderful 
services, offered on the basis of love 
for the Savior through our local con 
gregations, and done purely on a sus 
tenance basis. 
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The year past was also the year of 
our largest International Luther 
League convention. A total of slightly 
more than 5,000 persons attended 
part or all of this convention. It was 

the 25th anniversary convention of 
the Luther League, and our Texas 

hosts were marvelous in their services 
of love to this large convention. A 
single comment will indicate what 
conventioners thought about this ex 
perience: "I was drawn closer to God 
and learned a great deal. It was a 
wonderful feeling to be with so many 
fellow believers. It's wonderful to be 
long to one happy family of God's 
children." 

There was still more reason for 
thanksgiving; for example, our Lu 
ther League now numbers 1,709 leagues, which is an all-time high for 
our Church. For the fourteenth 
Straight year we had a balanced 
budget, and our youth responded with 
their gifts of love in 1955 as true 
Christian stewards, enabling us to 
end the year with all bills paid. 

Solid Christian Leadership 
Perhaps even more important than 

anything we have, mentioned is the 
abundant evidence of good, solid 
Christian leadership. Our district and 
our federation Luther League presi-
dents and officers, our international 
oficers and projeet promoters, and 
our local league leadership have been 
unusually strong . strong in de-
termination to keep the youth of the 
Church grounded in the Word of God 
and to keep those whom they lead 
challenged with the importance of 
witnessing for Christ in thought, 
word, and deed. 

We are mindful, too, of the co 
operation and the dedication of our 
pastors, parents, and Youth Board. 
All have combined in prayer and de-
votion to make us humbly grateful 
for the blessings of the past year. 

Our Youth Department looks also 
to the future. We do so in trust and 
hope in God, who will continue to 
bless u8. 

Currently we are recruiting an-
other team of volunteer workers for 
our New Guinea mission feld. Once 
more we are happily embarrassed by 
more applications than we can use, 
and we are hoping to have still one 
more foreign mission team, this one 
in cooperation with Lutheran World 
Federation mission activity. 

Upon the encouragement of the 
Program and Poliey Council of our 
Church and our international con-
vention we are doubling for 1956 the 
college Parish Mission Builder teams, 
This means that eight teams, totaling 

32 consecrated youth, will give three weeks each in 244 different congrega tions of our Church this summer. Only God knows how many calls these 
young people can make . perhaps 50,000 or more. The thought of the 
many souls that can be won or kept for Christ and His kingdom through this service thrills us. 

The rest of our volunteer services 
Cruit many young people to serve in 
will continue, too. We're hoping to re 

our homes of mercy and to give our 
young women in the Parish Workers 
Course an opportunity to serve again. Our goal is to have 100 or more young 
people engaged in volunteer services in the year immediately ahead. 

The year 1956 will be the first in 
which our youth at the local level can 
begin to cooperate with other Lu 
theran youth around the world 
through a common study of the Word 
0f God. Through a subcommittee on 
youth of the Lutheran World Federa 
tion our youth is offered the oppor 
tunity of studying the Letter to the 
Ephesians together under one title, 
"And They Were More than Free. " 
The plan is that our youth will study 
this Letter together and then corre 
spond with other individuals and 
groups of Lutheran youth on the find 
ings of their study. 

A youth exchange will be inaug 
urated in 1956 through the offices of 
LWF. Perhaps, a few of our young 
people will have an opportunity to 
visit other Lutheran youth in other 
lands, and youth from other nations 
will come to visit our youth. The pur 
pose of this exchange is to encourage 
one another in Christian faith and 
life, to share our mutual opportuni 
ties and challenges, and to exchange 
information on youth work. 

Plan Essay Contests 
There are more hopes and aspira 

tions for youth work in our Church 
in the year immediately ahead. For 
example, we hope to inaugurate on 
the local and the federation levels a 
series of essay and speech contests. 
The subject for discussion in 1956 
will be under the general theme of 
Christian Citizenship. This idea is in 
keeping with the Luther League's 
resolution on youth and politics that 
was discussed and adopted at our 
past convention. It is hoped that dur 
ing each succeeding year some other 
social issue will be written about and 
discussed by our youth in this series 
of contests. 

The year ahead promises some in 
teresting meetings, at least at the 
board level, on the subject of merger. 
Our youth and its leadership are in 
terested in bringing about the strong 
est possible youth work in the new 
American Lutheran Church. 
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PELOUBETS 
SELECT 
NOTES 

Lessons here con 
tions from foremost 
Biblical scholars, les 
son plans, suggested 
reference books, 
audio-visual material, 
and questions for dis 

$2.75 cussion. 

Peloubet's 
SELECT 
NOTES 

1956 

TARBELL'S TEACHER'S GUIDE 

HIGLEYS COMMENTARY 

Contains seripture outline, a full discussion of the lesson 
background, historical data, a rich collection of illustrations, and 
visual aids. $2.50 

BROADMAN COMMENTS 

A biblical commentary that is approached from a topical, a 
lecture, question answer, and a verse-by-verse point of 
view. $2.00 

Each lesson contains teaching outline, and a summary appli 
cation of the lesson to everyday life. $2.50 

ARNOLD'S COMMENTARY 

December 31, 1955 

THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Formerly Snowden-Douglass) 

Daily Home Bible Readings and Teacher Hints make this a 
very valuable commentary. 

INFORMATION 
PLEASE? 

$2.95 

Each lesson is in a graphic and condensed forn so that th¹ 
busy teacher can easily grasp the main ideas to be emphasized. 

$2.00 

It's all contained in these Books 

Especialy designed for the International S. S. Lesson 
Series for 1956, each volume contaíns inspiring and prac 
tical helps for the teacher--each book answers a need 

POINTS FOR EMPHASIS 

Commentary on the International Im 
proved Uniformn Lessons for Sunday 
School in a handy pocket-sized edition. 
Helpful analytical notes. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Edited by Charles M. Laymon 

Points 

LESSON ANNUAL 

NEW-This is the book that teach 
ers have longed for to give the latest 
and most reliable infornation to their 
classes. Texts in both King James 
and Revised Standard Version. $2.95 

or 
Grphasis 

GIST 
or THE 

LESSON 

GIST OF THE 
LESSON 

75c 

A compact pocket 
book edition that is 
appreciated equally by 
teacher and student. 

75c 

POSTAGE: Charge or 
ders will include actual 
postage. On cash orders 
add packing and postage 
costs at the rate of 1Oc 
on the dollar. 

UNIFORM 

LESSON 

COMMENTARY 

1956 

THE 

FRNATINAL 

1956 

UNIFORM LESSON 

COMMENTARY 

Edited by Wm. M. Hom 

A complete one-volume resource 
book that goes beyond the usual verse 
by-verse seriptural comments and 
places the emphasis on discussion of 
lesson topics between teacher and 
pupil. $2.75 

The Warthus Press 
57 East Main Strect 

Columbus 15, Ohio 
316 Souh 181h Strect 
Omaho 2, Nobrosko 
26 Fourth Streel N.E. 

Calgary, Alta., Canado 
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Sunday School Lesson for January 8: "Jesus Teaches Confidence in God," 
based on Luke 12:22-34. Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:6-11 

Anxious? Jesus Has the Answer 
This appears to be an easy lesson. But, 

simple and easy as these sayings of Jesus 
are in form, they always puzzle me. I 
have trouble understanding 'even the easy 
lessons. What He advises seems not to 
fit in with a common-sense scheme of 
things. 

I'll give a sample of what I think right 
now. A man wants to live. That is ele 
mentary. And he must have what it 
takes. Anybody knows that. Money 
stands for everything that he needs. So 
I go after money in order that I may 

get what I need when I need it: food, 
clothing, medical care, recreation, edu 
cation, and religious services. With 
money enough, I shall be well-to-do all 
the days of my life and shall likely have 
a good funeral and an impressive eulogy. 
Lacking money, I tread skittishly along 
as though I were on thin ice, fearful that 
I may break through and be sunk. Money 

makes for security like nothing else does. And I am sure that a majority of 
my kind holds a similar opinion. So we 
go from today to tomorrow, from here 
to the hereafter. 

From Today to Tomorrow 
Now Jesus has something to say to us 

who count so heavily on earthly goods. 
His advice is that we let loose our grip 
of trust in money and lay hold on God, 
who is the Giver of every good thing. 
Money has no brains and no heart. God 
has fatherly care for us day by day. The 
direction of our living is always from 
today to tomorrow. We can only remem 
ber yesterday. Never can we go back and 
change anything there. To fret ourselves 
about tomorrow has no purpose because 
we may trust God to see us through the 
coming day. Jesus has taught us to pray, 
"Qur Father, give us each day our bread 
for the morrow," Luke 11:3, RSV mar 
gin. When our trust in God is as great 
as is our need for things, then we un 
hook anxiety, relax the tight rope of 

worry, and have a good night's sleep 
from today to tomorrow. 

Jesus will have us enjoy not only the 
things that we need but also freedom 
from the anxiety which comes because 
we need them; and, as we trust in God. 
we may enjoy both. Jesus pictures poet 
ically what He wishes for us by pointing 
to the birds and the wild flowers. The 
birds just naturally busy themselves 
with the business of birds, but they are 
not anxious; they do not have sense 
enough to worry and to wear their nerves 
out with anxiety. So we should have faith 
enough not to get ourselves tied into 
knots of anxiety about daily bread. The 
beautiful flowers are one instance of 
God's care for His creatures. Simple 
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Lesson atudy based on "International Sunday 
School LessonA: the International Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teaching." Seripture quotations from the 
Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. Both the 
Lessons anen 1 the Bible translation are copyrighted 
by Division of Christian Education, Nationa) the Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

trust in God will lend beauty to our 
countenance also and erase the forbid 
ding gloom of the anxious heart. In a 
word, dependence on God makes for in 
dependence of things, and in this free 
dom we may live the kind of life that 
we are designed to live even as do the 
birds and the flowers. 

From Here to the Hereafter 
As we go from day to day we come at 

last to the day after which there is not 
another tomorrow for us. Jesus would 
have us be aware of that each day. We 
are drawn steadily toward and înally 
into the hereafter. God has a goal for 
us which is the kingdom that is coming. 
And He will have ús be set for it day 
by day. Our part is simply to rely on 

After his request for the careful plan 
ning of the fund-raising campaign for the 
relief of the Jerusalem congregation (v. 
1-5) Paul concerns himself with the 

right attitude of the heart when it comes 
to giving. The gift is to be a spontan 
eous gift of love, and not money 
squeezed out of you by what I said," 
Phillips' translation. 

My Bible and I A Study of II Corinthians 9 

"Let everyone give as his heart tells 
him, neither grudgingly nor under com 
pulsion, for God lÍves the man whose 
heart is in his gift." It is when one's 
heart is in the gift, when it is given in 
love, that giving is fun and a joy. Only 
then does it please God. 

Paul Connects Giving with God's Grace 

Did not God Himself give to us out of 
that motivation ? Does He not still give 
so? "He scatters abroad, He gives to the 
poor; His righteousness endures for 
ever." Some have given the generosity 
of God the title, "the extravagance of 
God." He gives beyond what we need or 
dare ask. "He who gives the seed to the 
sower and turns that seed into bread to 
eat, will give you the seed of generosity 
to sow, and, for harvest, the satisfying 
bread of good deeds done." 

A fellow Lutheran of our acquaintance 
who through the years has given gen 
erously of himself and of his possessions 

MY DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
S. I| Corinthians 9. 

M. Proverbs 11:24-28. 

T. Proverbs 19:17. 
W. Romans 12:8. 

Hosea 10:12. 

God to see us through to possessing that kingdom in due time, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." 

F. Isaiah 55. 

And here is the way of readiness for entrance into that kingdom: Count on and use things only for their passing value, trust in God above all things. The practical outworking of this is the giv 
ing up of things for the sake of the 
coming of the kingdom to us and to 
others. Sell your possessions and give alms." This we shall never do if the 
world of things is everything to us. We shall rather hang onto our things to the last. But they will fail us at the last. The kingdom of God is as enduring as is our risen and ever-living Lord Jesus Christ. In Him, by Him, through Himn we shall live also. This we may believe. 

Psalm 112. 

So we live and give in the certainty that we are on the way to God's eternal 
tomorrow. Comes the time to go to sleep 
at the end of life's little day, each can 
say, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy ser 
vant depart in peace."-A. J. SEEGERS. 

for the building of God's kingdom and 
for the relief of his fellow believers 
throughout the world, when pressed to 
explain his generosity, said, "I don't 
know where I can have so much fun 
with so little." He must have known the 
experience of spontaneous giving as 
thankoffering to God and for the neigh 
bor's need in response to the extrava gance of God" which he had experienced in the material and spiritual blessings of his own life. May we make progress in learning this important and quite von derful lesson. 

"Moreover, your very giving proves 
the reality of your faith, and that means 
that men thank God that you practice 
the gospel that you profess to believe in, 
as well as for the actual gifts you make 
to them and to others. And yet further. 
men will pray for you and feel drawn 
to you because you have obviously re 
ceived a generous measure of the grace 
of God." The realism of Paul's words is 
illustrated for all of us, for example, in 
Lutheran World Relief and its effeet. 
Not only are lives saved. But more im 
portant, folks like us are saved from 
despair and dare to believe again in the 
goodness and love of their fellow be 
lievers. And because of it also in the 
goodness and the love of God. Their 
prayers of thanksgiving are ringing 
down blessings upon the church and 
upon us. 

But see how Paul concludes: Thanks 
be to God for His inexpressible gift!" 
The basic reason that we give for a need 
is the overabundance with which we have 
received both our "daily bread" and, in 
the gift of God's Son, "grace for grace." 
The niggardly giver betrays that he has 
not yet truly received. That is why he 
crawls into his shell of insecurity and 
selfishness.-KARL T. SCHMIDT. 
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Onestion Box 
By WILLIAM N. EMCH 

How Important Is Baptism? 
I bave a dear relative whom I am 

anxious to win for Christ. He has not 
been baptized. I bave been urging him to 
be instructed so that he learns to Jcnow 
Jesus as his personal Savior and longs 
for the blessing of baptism. He says that 
a pastor of another denomination in-
formed bim that baptism is of minor 
importance ... as it was merely a pub 
lic declaration that one desires to be 
known as a member of the church. 
Would you care to comment on this ? 
W. F., Iowa. 

Shortly before His ascension the 
risen Lord said to His disciples: "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob 
serve aln that I have commanded 
you," Matthew 28:19, RSV. This 
brief command embraces the whole 
work of the church. Christ's dis 
ciples are to go into all the world 
and Christianize the people of all na 
tions men, women, and children. 
It is to be done by baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit and teach-
ing them to observe all things Jesus 
has commanded. This was to be the 
disciples' chief aim and purpose in 
life-to win the world of humanity 
for Christ, irrespective of age, race, 
color, or nationality. And we are con 
vinced that, if all things were done 
according to the Lord's wish, bap-
tism would come first, viz., in early 
infancy, and then from earliest child 

hood that baptized one would more 
and more be taught, by word and ex 
ample, all things that the Lord Jesus 
has commanded. 

When this rite of baptism is nmeg-
lected in childhood, the person should 
first be instructed as the apostles did 
with adults in their day. That grown 

person should, by God's help through 
the Word, be brought to repentance 
and faith in the Lord Jesus, and then 
his faith sealed in the sacrament of 
baptism. But this is the exception, to 
be followed only when the God-in-
tended plan is neglected-baptism in 
early childhood and then as soon as 
possible careful instruction. In this 
way the youngest as well as the oldest 
would be brought into and, if pos 
sible, kept in covenant relation with 
God from infancy to death. 

Baptism is of great importance, not 
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only because the Lord has definitely 
enjoined it, but also because He has 
promised infinite blessings in connec 
tion with it. We have already con 
sidered the general command, �Make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them," Is this command of little or 
even of no importance to the obedient 
children of God? Does the Lord not 
mean what He says? "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgive 
ness of your sins; and you shall re 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit," 
Acts 2:38. Here the command and 
the promise are connected. The same 
is true of the words of God spoken 

to Saul of Tarsus, �Rise and be bap 
tized, and wash away your sins, call 
ing on His name," Acts 22:16. "In 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God 
through faith. For as many of you 
as were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ," Galatians 3:26, 27. "Do 
you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into His death ?" Romans 
6:3. Baptism makes us the beneficiar 
ies of Christ's death. The apostle calls 
baptism the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit," Ti 
tus 3:5. "Christ loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her, that He 
might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the 
word," Ephesians 5:25, 26. 

Do we mean to say that we under 
stand these numerous passages to 
mean that baptism always washes 
away sin, imparts the new birth, and 
makes of that baptized one a child of 
God? We mean to say that God offers 
all that and will infallibly impart all 

these infinite blessings, provided He 
is not willfully resisted. 

To the question, "What does bap 
tism give or profit?" We answer: Tt 
works forgiveness of sins, delivers 
from death [spiritual] and the devil, 
gives everlasting salvation to all who 
believe it, as the words and promises 
of God declare." "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved," but he 
that continues not in true faith will 
be damned in spite of his having been 
baptized. 

It is sad that many Christian peo 
ple see in baptism only something 
that man does in obedience to a divine 
precept. They think he thus desires 
to indicate that he wants to be known 

s a professed íollower of Cris 2 
member of the churc.. Is that 
there is to baptisra? Caref ally rerac 
those passages quoted abose Dres 
the dear Lord nake O promises; 2re 
these not to be taken into acen ant? 
What the Lord does in baptism is the 
chief thing. Batism is not law bat 
gospet The heavenly Father for 

Jesus' sake desires to bestow infnite 
gifts upon the recipient of baptism. 
even forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. And al! this is imparted. 
infallibly imparted, if God is not 
willfully resisted by unbelief. Is God 
not dependable, will He not do what 
He promises? 

In 1 Samuel 18:10 we read: "And on 
the morrOW an evil spirit from God 
rushed upon Saul, and he raved within 
his house." In chapter 19:9 we fnd this 
statement: "Then an evil spirit from the 
Lord came upon Saul." Are we to under. 
stand that God at times sends evil spirits 
upon people?" - Mrs. R. H., Wisconsin. 

a 

We find our key in I Samuel 16:14: 
Now the Spirit of the Lord de 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord tormented him." God 
permitted this evil spirit of unrest. 
discontent, and melancholy to come 
upon His unfaithful and disobedient 
servant. This was not an unkind act 
on God's part. It was to chasten Saul 
and thus, if possible, have him realize 
his mistake, repent of it, ask for 
pardon, and do better. But instead 
he pretended to be in a religious 
frenzy, and in that state and condi 
tion he attempted to kill David with 
a javelin while the young man plaved 
for him on a harp. When one drives 
the Spirit (note the capital S) of the 
Lord from him, the evil spirit is sure 
to take over, and God permits it. 
Therefore this evil spirit is referred 
to as coming from the Lord. 

THE WEEK'S PRAYER 

(Sylvester Eve) 

Heavenly Father, who hast filled 
the past year with great blessings, 
help us as our years increase and 
we draw near to the end of our 
days also to grow nearer to Thee 
and more like our Lord in all love 
and obedience, for His name's 
sake. Amen. 
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LUTHERAN TEO SEM 
GETIY SBURGPA 

Introduced as a man Whose chief 
claim to fame is that he is the father 
of Walter and Victor Reuther and who 
is here present as a representative of 
the Board for Christian Social Action, 
American Lutheran Church," Mr. Va 
entine Reuther, Wheeling, W. Va., was 
presented, along with Mrs. Reuther, to 
the more than 1,400 persons attending 
a recent luncheon in New York City. 
At the luncheon the National Religion 
and Labor Foundation presented the 
1955 Social Justice Award to labor 
leaders George Meany and Walter 
Reuther. 

ABOUT PEOPLE 

Dr. Reuben K. Youngdahl, pastor of 
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Min 
neapolis, will spend 12 days in the 
Soviet Union during a current trip 
around the world. The pastor will travel 
alone in Russia except for an interpreter 
guide who will meet him in Kiev, his 
first stop there. From Kiev he will travel 
by train to Karkov, Moscow, and Lenin 
grad. He will return to Minneapolis on 
Feb. 10. 

Miss Clara Haberman, statistician for 
the ALC, was elected secretary and 
treasurer of the Association of Statis 
tieians of American Religious Bodies, 
not of the National Lutheran Council's 
Department of Research and Statistics 
as was recently reported in the STAND 
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ON THE CAMPUS 
Wartburg College... The resignation 

of Dr. A. E. Haefner as Wartburg Col 
lege dean was accepted by the Board of 
Regents at its meeting in Waverly, Iowa, 
on Dec. 9. According to President C. H. 
Becker. Dr. Haefner will continue in his 
teaching duties. He had made repeated 
requests to resign because of a desire 
to get back to the classroom. He recently 
suffered a light stroke but is making a 
good recovery. His resignation was sub 
mitted before his illness. 

In other board action the regents ap 
proved a $710,000 budget for this year's 
current operations on the Wartburg 
campus. Also approved were several 
scholarship increases including a new 
$1,200 scholarship designed to go to an 
outstanding student for four years of 
work. The scholarship will be awarded 
annually. 

Plans for a $315,000 wing addition to 
Centennial Hall, recently completed 
women's dormitory, also were an 
nounced. The plans are to be completed 
soon and submitted for bids and con 
tracts by early spring. Completion of 
the wing is scheduled for the fall of 
1957. Other construction and remodel 
ing authorized by the regents included 
the building of a college stadium, re 
modeling of Old Main, and moving of 

three homes which currently obstruct 
the view of the Fine Arts Building now 
under construction. 

Capital University The Board of 
Regents, meeting in Columbus, Ohio, on 
Dec. 6, approved four major issues, con 
sidered three phases of the building pro 
gram, and elected new officers. Construc 
tion of an apartment unit for married 
seminarians was given the green light 
and should get underway this year. A 
summer orientation program for all new 
students was approved, and a committee 
was instructed to study any needs of 
the library neçessary to meet the in 
creased enrollment. Dean of the Semi 
nary Edward C. Fendt's recommenda 
tion that another man be added to the 
seminary faculty in the department of 
Old and New Testament study also was 
approved. 

Plans for an addition to Mees Hall, 
the Music Conservatory; a fine arts 
building; and a speech building with a 
"Little Theater" also received consider 
ation. Newly elected oficers of the 
board inelude Mr. Iryin F. Young, Co 
lumbus, chairman; Dr. H. F. Knauer, 
Saginaw, Mich., vice-chairman; Rev. A. 
P. Michelfelder, Cincinnati, secretary; 
and Mr. Virgil Dassel, Capital Univer 
sity, treasurer. 

DEATHS 

Rev. Gustav A. Pilgrim 
Funeral services were held for Rev. 

Gustav A. Pilgrim at Bethlehem church, 
St. Paul, Minn., on Nov. 21. Pastor Pil 
grim was almost 84 when he died on 
Nov. 18. Local Pastor Harry Rappath 
was in charge of the services. Rev. J. F. 
Otto, St. Paul, preached the funeral 
sermon, and Minnesota District Vice 
president A. J. Braun spoke on behalf 
of the district. 

Pastor Pilgrim was born Dec. 2, 1874, 
in Osnabrueck, Hannover, Germany, and 
with his parents came to Richmond, Ind., 
at the age of 11. He attended St. Paul 
Luther College and Seminary, St. Paul, 
and entered the ministry in 1899. His 
first charge was at Lake Elmo, Minn. 

He was later called to a mission field 
at Morris, Minn., where he served con 
gregations for more than 30 years. In 
1936, after the death of his second wife, 
and finding no longer possible to serve 
such a large parish, Pastor Pilgrim was 
installed by his two sons in Redeemer 
Church, Burkhardt, Wis. 

After retiring in 1950 he lived at his 
daughter's home in St. Paul until a 
heart attack the following year forced 
him to be hospitalized. From then until 
his death he lived at the Bethesda In 
valid Home. 

Pastor Pilgrim is survived by two 
sons-Pastor Walter Pilgrim of Spring 

Valley, Minn., and Paulus Pilgrim of Hector, Minn.; a daughter, and grandchildren. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CALENDAR 

January 16, 17. Board of Pensions nt Hotel Maryland, Chicngo, IIl. 

e 

INSTALLATIONS 
Upon autborization of the respective district presidents the following installed: Leonard Domke instors were 

Split Rock, Wis., and in Zion utheran church. Zion Lutheran church, 
Tigerton, Wis., ) by District President 
Theodore re A. Ohl 

in Zion Lutheran church, Waterloo, Iowa, December 4, by District President 
W. Siefkes. 
Alfred Krause in St. Paul Lutheran churcb, Bowdle, S. Dak., December 11, by Pastor 

Doyen. 

krogDer 

Lawrence E. Reyelts in Our Savior Lutheran church, Edmonton, Alta., Canada, December 11, by District President K. Holfeld. 
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Wilfred Sager in Abiding Savior congregation, Corpus Christi, Texas, December 11, by Distr 
President C. N. Roth, assisted by Pastor Felix Btrict 

Sager and Chaplain William Sodt. 

COMMISSIONING 
Pastor H. W. Stephens, Sr., was commissioned as pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran church, Robbins, Il., December 11, by District President A. W. Engelbrecht. 

MISSION FESTIVALS 
Bassett, Nebr., Pastor L. H. Kniep. Speaker. 

Arnold F. Imbrock. $143. 
Burlington, Colo., Pastor Dennis D. Mueller. 

Speaker, A. F. Boese, $1,343. 
Springfield, Minn., Pastor Max von Fischer. 

Speaker, H. Buenting. $650. Duplex envelopes. Ryan, Ia., Pastor L. R. Lechner. Speaker, J. F. 
Wipperman. $130. 

Jordan, Montana, Pastor A. M. Moldenhauer. 
$109. (Wason Flats) $128. 

Little Rock, Ia., Supply Pastor Stanley Roesler. 
Speaker, Harold Schmidt. $109. Java, S. Dak., Pastor Ernst H. Haacke. Speak 
ers, W. Borchardt and Theodore Baudler. $1,227 (including S. S., $154). Turtle Lake, N. Dak., Pastor Waldemar Storm. Speaker, Andrew Kubik. $85. 

ADDRESSES 
Rev. Earl W. Milbrath, from Toppenish, Wash.. to Hq. Sec. USAF, Officer Candidate School, Lack land Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. Rev. R. H. Riensche, from Deshler, Nebr., to 831 W. Fifth St., Loveland, Colo. 

Quiz Key 
WHOS WHO? 1, h; 2, q; 3, 1; 4, e; 

5, t; 6, k; 7, n; 8, 0; 9, m; 10, r; 11, j; 12, f; 13, g; 14, p; 15, a; 16, 
b; 17, s; 18, c; 19, i; 20, d. 

WHO'S WHAT? A, 19; B, 6; C, 3; 
D, 14; E, 20; F, 7; G, 18; H, 15; 
I, 9; J, 5; K, 4; L, 17; M, 2; N, 1; 
0, 16; P, 13; Q, 11; R, 8; S, 10; 
T, 12. 

WHAT's WHAT? 1) F; 2) This Is 
the Life"; 3) The American Lu 
theran Church; 4) a; 5) Wartburg 
College, Texas Lutheran College, 
Capital University, Pacific Luther 
an College; 6) d; 7) 16, 4; 8) Pas 
toral Theology and Clinical Train 
ing; 9) F; 10) T; 11) T; 12) Au 
gustana Lutheran Church; 13) T: 
14) Luther College; 15) American 
Uniform Lesson Series; 16) F: 
17) Capital; 18) auxiliaries; 19) 
Luther's Works; 20) b; 21) d; 22) 

WHERE's WHAT? 1) Toledo ; 2) 
Pittsburgh: 3) Dakotas; 4) Ne 
braska; 5) Mexico; 6) Mexico City; 
7) Denver; 8) Switzerland; 9) In 
dia: 10) Milwaukee. 
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