
ITHERAN STANDARD 
Vo. CXlI 

MARCH 12, 1955 

TimoSHARE 

tne Great Hour of Sharing 

THEOLo 

No. 11 

LIB RARY 

TYSBURG. 

Unlted Appeal for 
Relief nd Beeonstruetion 

March 20, 1955 



The Church Vies the Nens 
By Wilfred Bockelman 

I'm viewing the news this week 
from south of the Mason-Dixon Line 
-mostly in Texas. A Yankee visiting 
down here and interested in national 
current religious affairs naturally 
asks, "How do you feel about the Su-
preme Court decision outlawing racial 
segregation ?" If this Yankee has any 
sense at all he also knows that his 
oWn opinion will not be particularly 
appreciated. To aroid any accusation 
that this is just another Northerner 
who doesn't know the problems of the 
South or the Southern Negro," Il try 
my very best to refrain from express 
ing any opinion. I"l give you merely 
what some Southerners themselves 
told me. 

One Southerner, not a Tezan, said: 
"I think the Supreme Court decision 
cas a mistake and actually held up 
the solution to the race problem. I 
think the court should have given a 
'separate but equal' decision and then 
born docn like a ton of bricks on the 
'equal.' Had they done that, then 
so0ner or later the Southern states 
1could hare found of themselres that 
it is just too ezpensive to keep up a 
double school system, and of their 
oCn cil they could hare come around 
to desegregation." 

Probably the ALC institution affected 
most by the court ruling in favor of de 
segregation is Texas Lutheran College, 
the only ALC college in the South. 
Sooner or later this school will have to 
foce the question as to whether or not 
it will cdmit Negroes. To help to pre 
pare for the time when a decision will 
have to be made the school quthorities 
took a poll among its students a itle 
over a year ogo. Out of 195 students 
who answered the questionnaire, 159 
soid that Negro students enrolling at 
TLC Would have no effect on whether 

or not they would return to TLC: 12 

said it would have an efect; 24 said it 
might have on effed. 
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It vas interesting to see the difer-
sce in sttitude betceen the Fresh 
men Gnd the upper classmen. Of the 
Freshmen 71 per cent said it vold 
hare no efect; per cent said it 
pould hare an efect; 29 per cent said 
it might iare an efect. Ninety-two 
per cent of the Sopkomores said it 
sold hare o efet, and S per cent 

said it might have an efect. 0f the 
Juniors, 97 per cent said it would 
have no efect while 3 per cent said it 
oould. 0f the Seniors vho answered 
the questionnaire 87 per cent said it 
w0ud have no effect; 8½ per cent 
said it would; 4% per cent said it 
might. 

These same students were asked: "f 

colored students would be ollowed to 
enroll at TIC next year, would their 
presence have any effect on whether or 
not your parents would want you to re 
turn to TLC?" Out of 195 students 146 
soid their parents would not object; 7 
said the parents would object, and 31 
said they might object. 

The students at TLC were asked 
some other questions, too. Would you 
object to Negro students at TLC, pro 
yided ther were not in any of your 
classes ?" No -184; yes-11. Would 
you object to Negro students at TLC 
if ther attended any of your classes 
but did not sit next to you?" No 
178: ves17. Would you object to 
Negro students in your lasses if you 
would sit nert to one or more?" No 
159; yes26. "Would you object if 
Negro students would eat in the din 
ing-room as long as they did not eat 
at your table?" No-179; yes-15. 
Would sou object if Negro students 
would eat at your table?" No -158; 
yes 37. 

Although 37 students indicated 
they coud object to having Negroes 
eat at the same table with them, only 
SLz objected to haring Negroes pre 
pare and serce their food for them. 

if Neoro students rould stay in the 
To the question, "Would you object 

dormitories as long as they did not 
Stay tn your dormitory ?" 181 said O. 
Gna 13 said ye. When asked, "Would 
you object if Negroes stayed in your 
dormitory?" 148 sgid no, and 46 said 
yes. Serenty-seves would not object 
to haring a Negro as a roommate 
chile 114 ould objeet. 

One hundred-eighty students would 
not object to Negro students if ther 
comprised less than 5 per cent of the 
student body as compared with 14 
who would object. But 36 students 
wOuld object if 25 per cent of the 

students were Negroes while 146 would not object. Fifteen indicated they would object if Negroes would be allowed to join their home church while 177 said they would not object. This year one of the TLC education students by her own choice is doing her practice teaching in a Negro high 
school. Says TLC President Edward 
Sagebiel: "Five years ago this woukd 
have been unthinkable on the part of 
any student, and had any student 
considered it, he would have been for 
bidden from doing so by the local 
board of education." 

The opinions of the students at Texas 

Lutheran College can hardly be taken 
s an accurate picture of all of Texas, 
much less of the entire South. Texas is 
in a different stage of development ir 
the whole field of racial desegregatior 
than are Mississippi, Georgia, and Alo 
bama. For example, in San Antonio it 
is now not uncommon to see whites and 
Negroes in the same section on the 
trains whereas some years ago that 
would have been unthought of. 

COVER 

LUTHERAN STANDARD 

March 12, 1955 

FEATURES 

Reproduction of "0ne Great Hour 
of Sharing" poster for the 1955 
united appeal for overseas re 
lief, to be climared on Sunday. 
March 20. (Lutherans contr+b 
ute through Lutheran World A 
tion). RNS photo 

The Kingdom of Truth 

The State of the Church (Presi 
dent Schuh's annual reporr) 

DEPARTMNTS 
The Church Views the Neus 
Question Box 
Church News 

Layman's Quill 
Sunday School Lesson 
My Bible and I 

PAE 

Tbe Latheran Standard is pesbe vi 
Tbe Wartburg Press, 5$ East ) 
15, Obia, at $250 per sear in adenoe for the 
Sats and Cansda:foreig cntrie $N 

Re. Eà . Schran DD A Rer. Wlfred Bockel-an Cecesltins eàr 
Gc Gast DD. 

Tbe Lutberan Standard is the c6 
ergun of tbe American Latheran Curcd 

Eterd 3 seoucdcas atter the post oce at Colam 
Mareh 3 152. o in setie mte of potace prorie 
Octtobe 3, 1917, satborised Jely 10, 192 

Lutheran Stonce 



VLLJAM N.EMCH.EDITOR 

Are the RSV Translators Communists? 
I appreciate 

7:14 as given in a rendering of . ew of the RSV 

recent issue of this paper. However, in 
the question addressed to you a refer. 
ence was made to the fact that many 

Personally, I am not acauainted 

with a single one of the eminent Bible 
scholars who gave us the RSV. How 
erer, Editor Schramm is personally 
acquainted with one of them-Dr. 
Abdel Ross Wentz, formerly president 

of Lutheran Theological Seminary 
Gettysburg, Pa., and still on the fac 
ulty of that school. Dr. Wentz has 
furnished Editor Schramm with con 
dusive evidence that the charge that 
many of the RSV translators are 
Communists is groundless and hardly 
deserres the dignity of a reply. Dr. 
Lther A. Weigle, dean emeritus of 
Tale Divinity School and chairman of 
the group of translators, and one of 
thOse aceused of being a Communist, 
hEs made this specifc statement on 
he subject: 

the translators were Communists. 1 able, I do not know. One could inquire 
would like to repeat this ques tion and 
hare you answer the accusation made 

in many quarters about the comnunist 
Gliation of many translators. -M.H.C., 
Florida. 

The charge that I am of Communist 
syu�IEthy and afliation is completely 
tlse I m not a Communist, have nevar 
en ne, 2nd have never bad any Com 
mist ynpathy or tendencies what 
rgT. I m 1Dt a member af, have never 
"mrttei to, and have never attended 
L meeting of 2ny of the organizstions 
üch re on the list of subrersive or 
garirains issoad by the Attorney Gen 
E the list of subversive organirs 

ims U-Anerican actirities. As s 
TLa fect, I an a Pennsylranis 
Iret Bechbean ho is still a Repabi 

I d Dot believe in socishsm or 
GumTim, ad I do Dot believe that 
ËTIal iniiatire, fre enterprise, snd 
C2 opertg mst be abolishe in 

serre buman cooperation. I 
ETE iapitaisn and in suct a iree 
rseaire demorsy aS we hare in 

Te rnber than in seialis or 

To TCcCive anscers to qucatios 8ub 

8cribera mwt include their ames 
and addresscs when they corrapond 
with the editor of this department, 
Rev. William N. Emch, D.D., 2411 
Seaman Street, Tolcdo 5, Ohio. 

Dr. Wenz wbo communicated this 
Ftent to E£itor Schramm, sdis 

4: De is wiling to subseribe to it. 
Wr irspocsible prophets of dis 
Led el a man lise Dean Weigle a 
Cemit. 2ny right-thinking per 

c caz:to realize how rerkless their 
arges are. Tiese charges of Com 

T ST am0ng the leadership of the 
Veiccal Coubcil of hurrhes s a 
vole haie been most convincingly 
LTred in a pampalet published s 
MCrch l2. 1955 

year or more ago and entitled, Plain 
Facts about the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
Whether copies of it are still avail 

of the ational Council at 297 Fourth 
Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 

Now let me add this: Although I 
am not personally acquainted with the 
kSV translators, all of whom are 
strangers to me, with many thousands 
of others I am convinced that God 
used thenm in giving us a marrelously 
accurate translation of the authentic 
Seriptures in modern English. I re 

peat what I have said before, if all or 
even a part of the men who made up 
the revision committee were half as 
unbelieving and radical as some would 

have us believe, our heavenly Father 
performed one of the greatest mir 
acles of all time in saving for us His 
inspired Word and the deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. Is there any Scriptural erplana-
tion for the death of n infant ar a 
young person? Is it a form ef perinb 
ment or waraing, or for some otber 
prpose? Wbat can ve ay to comfort 
those who have suered soch a los? s 
there a vay of ife we may folov to 
avoid sach tragees? 

2. How does God feel tovard a 
wbo is a Christian but think oaly ef 
owa pleasares? 

THE WEES RAYSR 

A Hoby Spirt, wo teoches s 
the things of God: Presene s 
froa emoty ns nd earts omd 
from ideness wÁit is he se 
of mischef ond sin Give s ecrs 
ctentive to the ine Ward 
beorts Sled w hoiy ze snd 
love, hends wllig to hele cne 
feet waiking on woys çf eigno 
iness. Let Thy kingdon come, omd 
Thy will be done even omong us 
Amen. 

n 

3. I wonder about the persons who shed spouses as often as they please. Can they possibly be children of God? 
-A.H.S., Ohio. 

1. The whole human family is 
poisoned by the virus of sin.I did not 
become a sinner by coming into con 
tact with certain people who were 
Sinners. I was born a sinner, and that 
is true of you and of every other in 
dividual. "As by one man sin entered 
into the world and death by sin; and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned," Romans 5:12. 

There you have your answer as to 
why babes and young people as well 
as old folks are subject to death. 
Babes are sinners by nature though 
they are not yet Binners by practice. 
Death is a resuit of sin: where there 
is no sin there is no death. However., 
this does not say that the death of a 
child is the result and punishment of 
sOme special grOSs sin committed r 
the parents of that child It maT DE. 
of course, but, 2s 2 rule, it is not (Bee 
John 9:1-3 and Luke 13:1-5). Everr 
serious affiüction is not the result nf 
some special grievous sin. Quite often 
it happens that the better teopie hEvE 
MAny painful afictions whie the 
more wicked slip through with feT 
misfortunes. Sin works Dut its i 
reSSITg resnits 1n WETE DeVnd pur 
zbility to trace r umderstand. Noh 
ing occurs outsde i the Irori�ne 
of God, but who CET màerg ant. EnC 
mDch leSs ErplEin, the mysierr ni LI 
His WEys? 0f cDurse, ii is L WEünr 
nd chastaning whn da0 comes 

rm 



NEWS 

LWF Executive Committee Notes Progress 
But Sees Problems at Meeting in Vienna 

Reports and plans for the ongoing 
work of the Lutheran World Federation 
and proposals for the Third Assembly 
to be held in the United States in 1957 
were discussed last month when the 
LWF executive committee met in 

Vienna, Austria. President Henry F. 
Schuh, a member of the committee, at-
tended the sessions. 

Reporting on the past year of activi-
ties, Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, LWF ex 
ecutive secretary, stressed the need for 
world-wide Lutheran cooperation in the 
exchange of ideas and insights" as well as in the field of material aid to hungry 
people and those "who are suffering for 
His name's sake."n 

Dr. Lund-Quist pointed out that 
"these past 12 months have marked the 
beginning of a systematic and organized 
program of exchange of theological 
students, pastors, and professors" 
among the LWF member churches in 
25 countries. The churches, he added, 
"have become more and more convinced 
that one of the most important and 
fruitful means of assisting one another 
is the personal contact that comes from 
visiting and observing one another." 

The Lutheran churches "must now en 
gage in a much more extensive program 
of contacts between persons" organized 
on a world-wide basis "in order to con 
serve the many fine results of a tre 
mendous flow of goods and money to 
help those who are in need," Dr. Lund 
Quist said. 

Among other headline-making fea 
tures of the executive committee meet 
ing were the following: 

Iron Curtain Lutherans Say 
Church Work Unhindered 

Protestant leaders from three Iron 
Curtain countries, attending the annual 
meetingg of the LWF executive commit 
tee, said their churches were able to 
work unhindered by our governments." 

Bishop Karol Kotula of the Evangeli 
cal-Augsburg (Lutheran ) Church of 
Poland said his government had ended 
the prewar priority which the Roman 
Catholic Church had enjoyed "by estab 
lishing equality of all religions." He 
added that Lutherans recognized the 
new Polish borders which Catholics 
have not yet done." 

Dr. Wiktor Niemczyk, dean of the 
Evangelical Theological faculty of War 
saw University, denied reports that the 
Protestant institution had been closed. 
He said there were 220,000 Protestants 
in Poland and 103 pastors in 381 par 
ishes. 

Bishop Laios Veto of the Lutheran 
Church in Hungary said Protestants in 
his country number over 500,000, and 
that 500 pastors are now working in 
350 parishes. 

Bishop Fredric Mueller of the Saxon-
ian Lutheran Church in Romania said 
the number of Romanian Protestants 
increased from 100,000 to 220,000 after 
the war. 

Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, 
president of the Lutheran World Fed 
eration, expressed satisfaction with the 
reports. He said they showed that the 
hurch behind the Iron Curtain was not 
dead spiritually "andvcan perform its 
Christian mission." 

Commitee Sets Theme 
Of 1957 World Meeting 

"Free and One through Christ Alone" 
will be the theme of the Third Assembly 
of the Lutheran World Federation to be 
held in the United States in August, 
1957. 

The theme was selected by the Feder 
ation's executive committee at its 
Vienna meeting. In a call to member 
Churches to attend the assembly the 
committee asked that they suggest re 
lated subthemes for the various sections 
of the meeting. In so doing, the commit 
tee emphasized that every phase of 
church life is infiuenced by unity and 
freedom. 

The National Lutheran Council was 
assigned the task of determining the as 
sembly site. Mentioned as possibilities, 

Rev. Charles S. Applegath, pastor of 
Lake Avenue Methodist Church, Ashta 
bula, Ohio, shows a youngster the "prayer plate" he designed and copy 
rignted to be used af dinnerime by pre-school children. The plate is intended to 
help children memorize prayers and 
teach them to sympathize with the hun-
gry youngsters of the world.-RNS photo 

however, were Minneapolis, Philade] phia, and Purdue University in Lafay ette, Ind. 
The executive committee also decided 

dia, in January, 1956, coinciding with 
to hold its next meeting in Madras, In 

celebrations there of the 250th anniver 
sary of Lutheran mission work in India. 

Training Native Leadership 
Called No. 1 Mission Task 

The training of native leadership for younger churches in Africa and in Asia 
was described as one of Lutheranism's chief foreign missions tasks at the an 
nual meeting of the LWF executive com 
mittee. 

Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli, executive secre 
tary of the LWF Department of World 
Missions, said that "the present trend 
in the LWF mission fields is to help the 
churches in Africa and in Asia to be 
come autonomous churches, but the for 
mation of the necessary leadership has 
not kept pace with this development." 

Dr. Berkeli reported that, in order to 
train indigenous leadership for the 
younger churches, the LWF department 
will promote a scholarship program in 
volving the churches in Africa and in 
Asia, the home boards in Europe and în 

America, as well as colleges and unive 
sities. At present most churches have 
difficulties in finding candidates for 
scholarships that have been offered. 

If the necessary funds are made avail 
able, the department will open a special 
training institute for churchmen from 
Africa and from Asia on an experi 
mental basis in the fall of 1955, Dr. 
Berkeli reported. 

Executive Committee Calls 
On Austrian Leaders 

Members of the LWF executive com 
mittee, during their neeting in Vienna, 
paid courtesy calls on Austrian Presi 
dent Theodor Koerner, Chancellor Julius 
Raab, and Theodor Cardinal Innitzer, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vienna. 

In the group were Bishop Hanns 
Lilje, LWF president, and three feders 
tion vice-presidents-Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America; Bishop Johannes 
Smemo, Lutheran Primate of Norway: 
and Bishop Gerhard May, head of the 
Evangelical Church in Austria. 

Cardinal Innitzer, in welcoming the 
group, stressed the "necessity of coop 
eration" between the Catholic and the 

Protestant churches. 

Lilie Reports Membership Rise 
thronchout the world has increased con 

Membership in Lutheran Churches 

siderably in recent years and is no 
estimated at more than 75,000,000. 
Bishop Hanns Lilie told the LWF ex 
ecutive committee. 

Lutheron Standard 



Lutherans Warned to Face 

Needs of Men in Service 

¢s the United States "settles down to 

3 garrison life of long duration," the 

church must "more conscientiously pre 

rare its youth for what to many will 

be a life in an ideological jungle," coun 
ciors attending the 37th annual meet 

ing of the National Lutheran Council 

were told. The warning was sounded by 

D:. Carl F. Yaeger, associate secretary 

of the Lutheran Service Commission, a 

cooperative agency of the National Lu 

theran Council and the Lutheran Church 

-Missouri Synod. 
The joint commission maintains 22 

parish centers and 15 service centers 

and supports six local limited service 

programs for men and women in the 

Armed Forces. Dr. Yaeger urged church 

l2aders to accept such services as a per 

nanent phase of church work rather 

than an emergency program "as our na 

tion begins to feel the new and unwel 

comed experience of living in an armed 
camp." 

He said Lutheran congregations must 

"more zealously cultivate the spiritual 

soil that largely sustains its youth dur 
ing the boredom and loneliness of mil/ 

tars life." He urged youth organizations 

of the church to accept a larger share 

of responsibility for assisting youth to 
"develop Christian leisure patterns and 

the stability of character to resist the 

temptations and pitfalls of military 
life." 

Reporting on his recent inspection 
trips to Lutheran service centers in the 
Pacific area and Germany, Dr. Yaeger 

gave a vivid description of the "appal-
ing" moral and social problems faced by 
JOung American servicemen in some for 
eiga areas. 

Declaring that "the sexual instinct is 

Dot the sole cause of the malignancy" 

among immature young people called to 
military service, he said that their ex 

periences "run the gamut of human be-
havior from occasional moral abrasions 

to vieious drug addiction " 

Immoral Enterprises Welcomed 

uThe limited control the Armed Forces 

exercised over the operation of vice rack 

ets during the occupation was lost with 

the signing of peace treaties. Many eco 

DOmically depressed Oriental communities 

welcome the establishment of immoral 

enterprises to prey upon western youth," 

the Lutheran expert continued. 

"There are smaller isolated commu 

nities in Japan where a fourth of the in 

habitants are registered prostitutes. On 
pay day this percentage may go as high 
as a third. "Shacking up,' the practice of 
servicemen in living with native women 

on a permanent or semipermanent basis, 
is shockingly common. The danger of 
emotional entanglement exceeds even the 
risk of exposure to disease," he warned. 

*"Involved in the vast and complex 
Problem is a clash of ideologies," Dr. 
Yaeger went on, pointing out that, ac 
March 12, 1955 

Randy Scott Lexvold, infant son of Airman 2nd. Cl. and Mrs. Ronald S. Lexvold 

(left), is baptized into the Lutheran faith at the chapel of Smoky Hill Air Force 

Base, Salina, Kan., by Chaplain (1st. Lt.) John W. Steen. Chaplain Steen, a pas 

tor of the Lutheran Free Church, is seen at extreme right, next to Airman Donald 

R. Shepard (ALC), chaplain's assistant. Airman Lexvold is stationed at Smoky Hill 

cording to military suthorities, "Com-
munist influences are behind the pushing 
of dope and the general demoralizing of 
our military forces." 

Admitting that "the picture is not all 
dark" Dr. Yaeger reported that "there 
has been a noticeable tightening up of 
discipline within the overseas military 
establishments during the past year.» 
He said the narcotic situation is slowly 
being brought under control"; also "a 
tightening up of the liberal pass privilege 
and bunk checks' have cut down on 
'shacking up" practices; and simultane-
ously religious and recreational programs 
within military establishments have been 
broadened and strengthened. 

Even though fewer youth were called 
to military service in 1954 and a number 
of Lutheran service centers were closed 
down or their operations reduced, the 
attendance of 276,809 was a new high 
mark. Especially, Dr. Yaeger added, the 
past year was marked by broadening of 
the spiritual ministry performed through 
centers and congregations in military 
communities. The number of weekday 

and Sunday services at such Lutheran in 
stallations increased threefold and the 
attendance twofold, compared with 1953. 

NEWS 

Dr. Yaeger voiced a strong warning 
against disturbing signs of a growing 
apathy toward spiritual service for the 
Armed Forces created by the termina-
tion of the shooting war, lower draft 
quotas, and reductions in defense spend-
ing. 

East German Youth Pressed 

Into Atheistic Ceremonies 
Church 1leaders in East Berlin are in 

creasingly disturbed by reports of East 
Zone Communist insistence upon press 
ing teen-agers into participation in so 
called Youth Dedication ceremonies. 

The Evangelical Church of the East 
Zone first took an official stand against 
these ceremonies last December when 
several regional churches of the zone 
warned that they will bar from confir 
mation all youngsters who participate 
in the Communist-planned Youth Dedi 
cations. It was then pointed out that the 
Communists were reviving ceremonies 
which were originated several decades 
ago by German free thìnkers and similar 
groups as a counterpart of conîrmation 
and Communion rites. 

The Evangelical Church of Berlin 
Brandenburg declared that the Touth 
Dedication ceremony has always been "an 
affair of people who rejected the church 
and its message, and there can be no 
doubt that the newly planned ceremonies 
are to follow this tradition." 

The statement stressed that "we agree 
with the adherents of Marxism-Leninism 
that Christian faith and Marxist the 
ology are irreconcilable" and added that 
"therefore parents and children must 
know that the profession to the evangeli 
cal faith is equally irreconcilable with 
participation in the secular Youth Dedi 
cation ceremonies." 
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NEWS 
World Council Leaders Ask 
Emphasis on Race Relations 

The World Council of Churches' Stud-
ies Division was charged by the agency's 
exeeutive committee, meeting in Geneva 
last month, to make the relationship of 
the church to racial problems a "subject 
of continuous concern." The committee 
also approved plans to aid the churches 
in Kenya, especially in connection with 
the rehabilitation of former Mau Mau 
terrorists. 

Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, the Coun 
cil's general secretary, said the rehabil-
itation of former Nau Mau was "of vital 
importance to the Christian work in 
this region." 

The actions were taken following re 
ports on conditions in Africa by Dr. 
Samuel MeCrea Cavert, the Council's 
American secretary, and Miss Janet 
Lacey, a staff member of the Worla 
Council and the British Couneil ot 
Churches. 

Dr. Cavert reported on an interracial 
conference of Protestant leaders held in 
Johannesburg last December, at which 
he represented the World Council. The 
conference was sponsored by the Dutch 
Reformed Church. He told the commit 
tee that the Johannesburg meeting "may 
prove to have been the turning point in 
relation to the South African Churches 
and to the racial situation in that coun 
try." 

Dr. Cavert said that, looking back at 
the conference, "it is clear to me that 
the key to the solution of the racial and 
ethnie tensions of South Africa is really 
in the hands of the churches." 

Seminarians from Nonchurch 
Campuses on the Increase 

A steadily inereasing number of stu 
dents for the Lutheran ministry are 
coming from private and public institu 
tions of higher learning, according to 
Dr. Donald R. Heiges, executive secre 
tary of the National Lutheran Couneil's 
Division of Student Service. He said a 
spot check in 33 publicly supported 
schools last year revealed a total of 122 
Lutheran pretheological students. 

Dr. Heiges quoted predictions that in 
another ten or fifteen years 50 per cent 
of the students in Lutheran theological 
schools will have come out of non-Lu 
theran colleges and universities" and 
added that "at least one Lutheran semi 
nary has already gone over this 50 per 
cent mark. " 

Four Protestant Women Tour 
World on Good- will Mission 

An international team of four Protes 
tant women is currently on a two-month 
globe-girdling airplane journey aimed at 
creating greater unity of fellowship and 
prayer among Christian women around 
the world. 

around the world "to determine what is 
the call of Christ to women of this gen 
eration, face together anew the demands 
of discipleship, and see more clearly the 
responsibility of women in the church 
today." 

The team plans to visit Christian 
women leaders in a dozen countries 

The four-member team is headed by 
Mrs. James D. Wyker, of Mt. Vernon, 
Ohio, national president of the United 
Chureh Women. Other members are 
Miss Josefina Phodaca, of Manila, the 
Philippines; Miss Felicia Sunderlal, of 
Dehra Dun, India; and Mrs. David D. 
Baker, editor of the UCW publication, 
The Church Woman. 

On their tour they will visit Hawaii, 
the Fiji Islands, Australia, Indonesia, 
India, Pakistan, Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Germany. They 
will return to New York in mid-April. 

Nurse's Part in Evangelism 

Discussed in New Folder 
An attractive eight-page folder on 

"The Nurse-Her Part in Evangelism" 
has been published by the Committee on 
Evangelism of the National Lutheran 
Council. 

Calling attention to the fact that there 
is a type of evangelism which may be 
called the "evangelism of helping," the 
folder points out the special opportun-
ities which the Christian nurse has for 
such evangelism. The Christian nurse," 
the message reads, "should be as an ex 
tended arm of the congregation and its 
pastor in ministering to suffering per 
sons. She does not engage in proselyting 
on behalf of her church. Often she may 
not even witness in word of the Christ 
who lives in her heart. She helps people: 
sick people, frightened and confused 
people, people confronted with eternity. 
She helps them in the name of Christ." 

Distribution of this new folder is be 

Children in an orphanage in Yonk Dung 
Po, So. Korea, which is sponsored by the 
U.S. 665th Med. Det. Dental Service, re-. 
ceive their noon meal from a supervisor 

ing made through Lhe National Lutheran Nurses Guild. Copies of the folder (at 75¢ the dozen or 7¢ each) may be 
secured from the National Lutheran 
Nurses Guild, 2437 Park Ave., Minne 
apolis 4, Minn. 

Two Lutheran Authors Listed 

In Selection of Lenten Books 
The books of two Lutheran authors 

were listed among a selection of 26 
books chosen for Lenten reading. Each 
year the Protestant Publishers Group 
invites an outstanding person to select 
26 recently published books that to him 
are superior. This year the selector was 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy of the Los An 
geles Area of the Methodist Church. 

The list was compiled to appeal to 
many reading tastes. The books range 
from one on the Apostles' Creed, bs 
Merrill R. Abbey, to one on the Chris 
tian ghetto, by Geddes MacGregor; from 
a book on freedom, by Joseph Wood 
Krutch. to one on the Ten Command 
ments, by Joy Davidman, and a sociol 
ogist's book on love in society by Pitirim 
Sorokin. 

The two books by Lutheran authors 
included are The Cross Is the Key, by 
Clifford A. Nelson, and The Dilemma 
of Church and State, by G. Elson Ruff. 

IN OTHER SYNODS 
Evangelical Lutheran Church... ELC 

congregations raised a record sum of 
$3,929,045.46 for benevolen ces and for 
Lutheran World Action during 1954, Dr. 
Raymond M. Olson, director of steward 
ship, has announced. Calling 1954 "our 
finest year," Dr. Olson said that the 
"really exeiting implication" of 
record receipts is the sharply rising 
trend of ELC giving. Contributions in 
1954 were nearly a third larger than 
they were three years earlier, according 
to Dr. Olson. Furthermore, the 1955 goal 
of $4,300,000 (which includes an appro 
priation for LWA) set by the ELC gen 
eral convention last June is 58.4 per cent 
greater than comparable goals set for 
1952. 

United Lutheran Church 

the 

Seventy 
new fields were entered by the United 
Lutheran Church in America during 
1954, according to Dr. R. H. Gerberding. 

secretary of the Board of American 
Missions. The 70 new congregations 

were organized in 25 states and the Dis 

trict of Columbia; in three Canadian 

provinces; and in Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands. In addition to 
43 fields already waiting for assignment 
of home mission pastors the board is 
also ready to enter 14 new fields which 
have been approved for occupancy, Dr. 
Gerberding said. To man these 57 fields 
calls were recommended to the board for 
36 board missionaries, 30 of whom are 
senior seminarians who will be gradu 
ated from 10 ULCA seminaries this 
spring. 
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ABOUT PEOPLE 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of 

the United Lutheran Church in Amer 
i. returned to the United States from 

he LWF executive committee meeting 

ia Vienna wearing the Austrian Great 
Sirer Cross with Star, presented to him 
tr the Austrian Government. Dr. Fry 
rereived the citation because of his 
esdership in raising among American 
Latherans nearly $6,000,000 for relief 
ork in Austria since World War II. 

fhurgood Marshall, attorney for the 
National Association for the Advance 
pent of Colored People in the Supreme 
Court desegregation cases, has been 
ramed to receive the 1955 Social Justice 
AWard of the National Religion and La 
bor Foundation. Marshall was chosen 
because of "the tremendous contribution 

ke has made toward that social justice 
for which we strive together as Protes-
tant, Catholic, and Jew alike," accord 
ing to Dr. Clair M. Cook, the founda 
tion's associate director. 

Dr. Joseph Simonson, U. s. Ambassa-
dor to Ethiopia and formerly a pastor 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, has 
ondergone a serious operation at Wies-
baden, Germany, according to word re 
ceived at National Lutheran Council 
headquarters in New York. His condi 
tion was described as "good" following 
the removal of a gallstone and the gall 
bladder. He was flown 3,500 miles from 
the U. S. Embassy in Addis Ababa to 
the U. S. Air Force hospital in Wies 
baden for the operation. 

Dr. S. Frederick Telleen, 80, a retired 
banker who was an active layman in the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
died on February 15 following a linger 
ing illness. Mr. Telleen retired in 1940 
as second vice-president of the Chase 
National Bank of the City of New York 
and offered his full-time services to the 
United Lutheran Church on a volunteer 
basis, serving for more than 10 years as 
treasurer of the National Lutheran 
Council and, until a few months ago, as 
treasurer of the ULCA Board of Amer 
ican Missions. 

A program honoring the memory of 
Clarence A. Swoyer (ALC), late of 
Columbus, Ohio, was presented by the 
Franklin County Historical Society, the 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co., and the Ohio 
Historical Society on February 13. Mr. 
Swoyer, who was employed by the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Co., was well versed in 
the history of Ohio and played a promi 
rent part in developing a regular radio 
broadcast of the Telephone Company, 
The Ohio Story." His contribution to 
this program was featured in a rebroad 
cast of an early "Ohio Story" over an 
all-0hio network on February 15. Mr. 
Swoyer was a member of Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in Columbus. 

Rajah B. Manikam as its choice for the 
bishopric of Tranquebar as successor to 
Dr. Johannes Sandegren, retiring bish 
op. Dr. Manikam, a native Indian, is the 
Southeast Asia secretary of the World 
Council of Churches and the Interna 
tional Missionary Council and is presi-
dent of the Federation of Lutheran 

Churches in India. The appointment 
must be ratified by Lutheran mission 
boards in Sweden and in Germany which 
sponsor the Tamil work. Dr. Manikam 
is a graduate of Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa., and has 
traveled extensively in this country. 

A special synod of the Tami! Evan 
gelical Lutheran Church, meeting in 
Mathurai, North India, named Dr. 
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BROTHERHOOD BEAMS 

By C. L. Nolte 

FOR THE FOURTH consecutive year the 
Brotherhood of the Ilinois District is 
conducting a series of officer workshops. 
These workshops are held in different 

parts of the district on varying dates so 
that as many as possible may have an 

0pportunity to attend. The schedule for 
1955 is as follows: 

March 6, 2:30 P.M.: Trinity Lutheran 

church, Chicago, Il. 
March 13, 2 P.M.: St. Paul Lutheran 

church, Gilman, Ii. 
March 20, 2:00 P.M.: Zion Lutheran 

church, LaMoille, II. 
April 17, 2:30 P.M.: First English Lu 

theran church, Peoria, Ill. 

THE BROTHERHOOD of Grace Lutheran 

Church, West Burlington, Iowa, (Pastor 
W. Heinzig) really does something for 
its church. When a new highway was 
being built near the church and a mile 

of new fence had to be put up, they bid 
on the job and got it. They cleared over 

$750 on the four-day project, which they 
gave to their church. This group also 
farmed 100 acres of land and gave the 

profit, over $4,000, to their church. 

THE BROTHERHOOD of Trinity Lu 

theran Church, Marysville, Ohio, (Pas 
tor E. J. Goedeking) is centering its 
programs for several months on the 
American Lutheran Church and its work 

in view of the fact that this is the ALC's 

25th anniversary year. Thus far C. L. 
Nolte, publicity director of the Brother 
hood, and Dr. Edw. W. Schramm, editor 
of the LUTHERAN STANDARD, have spoken 
on Brotherhood work and the history of 
ALC, respectively. Other phases of the 
ALC's program are scheduled for later 
meetings. This Brotherhood has discov 
ered that attendance has almost 

trebled since the experiment of begin 
ning the meeting with a supper was be 
gun. 

MR. CARL E. SCHOCK, former execu 
tive secretary of the Brotherhood, has 
begun service as director of General 
Activities of the Detroit Council of 
Churches. We are happy to hear that 
Carl has been chosen to do this im 
portant work, and we wish him God's 
blessing as he enters this ne field of 
service. 

NEWS 

VACATION BARGAIN OF 1955 
Lutheran Tour of Europe 

with Rev. Vincent Hawkinson 

Visit and study the most important re 
ligious shrines in Scandinavia and other 
countries. Also enjoy tours and cruises 
to the places of greatest scenic beauty. 
as well as an opportunity to study the 
culture and habits of the people. First 
class plane leaving New York June 28. 
and returning August 14. Visit London, 
rail to Newcastle, boat to Bergen, Nor 
way, 10 day cruise of Norwegian 
Fjords, past North Cape to Kirkenes, 
seeing the Midnight Sun. To 0slo, 
Stockholm, Gothenburg and Copenhagen 
via rail, 12 day bus tour from Copen 
hagen, visiting Odense (birthplace of 
Hans Christian Andersen) to Germany, 
to Salzburg, Berchtesgaden and Inns 
bruck, Austria, through Switzerland, to 
Geneva and on to Paris. From Paris 
to Brussels and Amsterdam, from 
whence plane will leave for New York. 
All expenses paid except lunch in some 
of the cities, and on trains. Limited to 
51 persons. Make your reservation re 
quest now, and ask for brochure. Total 
price for entire trip only $997.50. Part 
deferred payment may be arranged. 
This itinerary may be varied if you so 
desire. We shall be glad to furnish re 
vised prices in such instances. To save 
time, write direct to: 

KARL J. OLSON TRAVEL AGENCY 
335 Main Street East Orange, N. J. 

HONOR ROLL 
New Honor Roll lists keep ar 

riving at the Periodicals Depart 
ment of the Wartburg Press. Since 
the last report the names of eight 
congregations have been added 
to the Church Paper Honor Roll, 
namely: 

Grace, Howell, Mich. 
Robert L. Herbon 

St. James, Toledo, Ohio 
Martin A. Seamon 

Bethlehem, Columbus, Ohio 
Paul D. Milheim 

St. John, Sterling, Neb. 
Herman C. Damm 

Faith, Saginaw, Mich. 
Paul Steingruber 

Immanuel, Beatrice (rural), Neb. 
J. A. Schiller 

Bethany (mission package), 
Tulsa, Okla. 
A. C. Rueter 

St. Stephen, Wausau, Wis. 
Ervin Seidel 



No. 3 in a series of Lenten articles on 
"Lent Is Over and Over Again" 

OES THE DRAMA of Calvary re 
volve around the confict be 
tween good and evil? Strangely. 

the issue is not so stated in the Bible. 
Here is the tension: "My kingship is 
not of this world. .. Pilate said to 
Him, 'So You are a king?' Jesus an 
swered: You say that I am a king. 
For this I was born, and for this I 
have come into the world, to bear wit 
ness to the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice.' Pilate said 
to Him, What is truth?" " John 
19:36f. 

D' 

The confict of Calvary is between 
two kingdoms. But it is not between 
the kingdom of good and the kingdom 
of evil as much as it is between the 
kingdom of truth and the kingdom of 
power. One side has enrolled mighty 
Rome. Its unleashed power has con 
quered everything. Opposed to power 
is nothing but defenseless truth. Op 
posed, in fact, is nobody except Him 
who said, I am the truth . .. he that 
is of the truth hears My voice." 

Can anyone doubt the winner? Do 
you doubt the result? Take care lest 
in pious haste and without thought 
you easily respond, Truth conquers." 
For really, we don't believe that. If 
we did believe, why should we have 
ever found it necessary to shade the 
truth? Why have I lied, even once, if 
I believe that truth wins? No, power 

wins. It won that night in Pilate's 
courtroom. It always wins as far as 
we can tell or are concerned. 

ONSIDER, THEN, how astonishing 
it is that, in spite of the failures 

and the weaknesses of truth, we are 
convinced that our religious faith 
must be true. No man's religion sur-
vives the proof of untruth. In these 
Lenten days we must also come to 
grips with this fact. Our Christianity, 
too, must stand the test of truth. Our 
worship must be true. Somehow, as 
the Psalmist understood, this God 
whom we serve can never be false. 
Thou hast redeemed me, Thou Lord 

t 
The Kingdom of Truth 

By GEORGE H. MUEDEKING 

God of truth," he affirms (Ps. 31:5). 
So Pilate's question, spat out in con 

temptuous superiority, still challenges 
us in the hours we are spending to 
gether with Jesus in Hlis Passion, 
What is truth ?" 

The quick but entirely respectable 
answer to Pilate is to turn it around: 
"Truth is what?" That itself is the 
answer! Truth is a what, truth is a 
some-thing. Truth is the agreement 
of a fact with a statement about that 
fact. 

P 

This understanding serves us well 
until we apply it in the one area of 
our living which counts most for us, 
the realm of the spirit. Since "no man 
has seen God at any time," John 1:18,. 
there is no chance to know whether 
our faith is true, or not. Nobody can 
match fact and statement until the 
gate of eternity clangs shut behind 
him. But then it is too late to do any 
thing about his discovery. While 
Jesus is standing before Pilate, the 
Roman governor must make up his 
mind. Today, while the humble Savior 
calls to me, asking for my life, I must 
make my decision. But I can never 
know whether I made the right one, 
can I? If truth is a "what," an agree 
ment of fact and idea, I am barred 
from assurance. For no man has seen 
God at any time. 

THIS SOUNDS DISCOURAGING, it at 
least p revents one catastrophe. 

Never need I accept, openmouthed 
and overwhelmed, the trumpeting of 
one who argues that Christianity can-
not be true. The astronomer cannot 
find God at the end of his telescope. 
nor the biologist under his micro. 
scope, nor the psychologist, nor the 
sociologist, nor the physicist. There 
fore, there is no God? Indeed such a 
conclusion does not follow! The truth 
of our faith lies in another world al-
together. 

It was the first great theologian of 
the Christian Church, Irenaeus, who 
pointed this out. He said that the 
truth of Christianity must be judged 
according to its own rules and laws. 

As I cannot talk of "green music" or 
Moud baseballs" but must apply the 
rule and the law of music (tone, am 
plitude) to a song, and the rule and 
the law of objects (hardness, size) to 
baseballs, so I must apply the rules 
and laws of Christianity to itself to 
determine its truth. 

When we do this we find the key to 
the truth of our faith in Jesus' oWL 
words. From Him we learn that for 
Christianity truth is not a what, but 
truth is a who. Christ tells us to lont 
for the trueness of our faith here n 
this test: I am the truth," John 
14:6. This makes truth a who, not a 
what. Somehow, that is, truth is 
lodged in the very being of Christ 
So it is lodged in God as the Psalmist 
well understood. For he said that ths 
Lord God of truth," or depen�abl 
ity, or faithfulness, is the Redeemer. 
None other could be a Redeemer -
cept an absolutely true God. 

And that is also why Jesus c& 
mark of the boundaries of His king 
dom of truth to Pilate, �He that is cf 
the truth hears My voice." For if 
truth rests in God it wrill also be 
found inside of God's child. As Go�s 
own we are truth-ful. If not, we sre 
not of God, for God is truth. 

TOW WE MAY RETURN to our frst 
question. To know the truth of 

our Christianity, then, we do not seek 
to match the idea within us with the 
fact outside us. Rather, because truth 
is a who instead of a what, we mste 
the Christ who dwells in our heart by 
faith with the Christ revealed in His 
Word. Their matching without over 
lap is the assurance of the truth ot 
our religion. 

This comparing is not in any wy 
difeult or theoretical. For example. 
does the Christ whom you have s 
cented as Savior interrupt your o 
self-esteem with a reminder of the 

parable of the Pharisee and the pub 
lican? Are you, for instance, litersl 
frozen in horror when you hear 3 
smug TV announcer say that te 

(More on page 14) 
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I 1954 the ALC raised its budget for the first 

had a good year in 
spent much time in meetings 

tine in seven years 

rngelism 

In 1955 the Church will celebrate its 25th birth 

day... put up $2,000,000 worth of college buld 

ings ... open 25 Package Missions ... possibly 
take on a third foreign feld work diligently 
on the merger 

H 

These and other facts can be gleaned from Presi 
dent Henry F. Schub's report on 

The 
Ow IS IT with the Church ?" 

This question is continually 
asked by people as I go around 

the Church. I am always glad for that 
(aestion, for it indicates a sincere 

iterest in the well-being of the 

Chreh. 

State of the Church 

It is a difficult question to answer, 
boweve. The Church includes 2,057 
eongregations and 1,964 pastors, 1,554 
of whom are serving congregations. 
The Church includes the various de 
partments such as education, home 

nd foreign missions, evangelism, so 
eial 2ction, publications, stewardship. 
administration, pensions, youth, par 
ish education, as well as the work of 
other boards. It is next to impossible 

to give a complete picture of what is 
happening in all of these areas. My 
report will of necessity, therefore, be 
based on the impressions I have 
gained as I have come into association 
with pastors and laymen from all the 
walks of life in the American Lu 
theran Church. 
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LOOKING BACK ON 1954 
One fact sbout 1954 Do one can 

doubt. It was s busy Tesr. It takes 
some vision to keep basy in the 
Church. The work does not crowd in 
on one It is Decesssry to Se mis 
to do and to set visions of bigger 
things, and this lesds to keeping bu. 

During the latter part of the gear,. 
when a group of ereeutives and pas 
tors and laymen were at s meting. 
the work was so urgent and so hesry 
that it was thought wise to call an ex 
tra meeting. Out came the dste bocks, 
but no dstes were available when the 

entire group couid meet again. Every-
body was busy. 

Being busy may in itself, however, 
not necessarily be good or compli 
mentary. The chief thing we need to 
ask ourselves is, Were we busy with 
the right things ?" Since this report 
will be discussed at some of our 1955 
district conventions, may I suggest 
that delegates snd pastors could well 

give some thog to the qsin 

right things 
I: opinion that dring 1964 

the American Lathru Chuì E 
bosy ità the right thins Pstars 
and eongregstions ere busT r 
ing the Word sninistring the se 

general showig 
forth the Caristian T of e One 
of the eridences that we placet em 
phasis on the essentials is the grvwà 
in our erangeisT progrAm ATthourà 

inal statistics will not be araabie 

until next June. if the reports we 
hsve rereired so far inccste r kind 

of trend. 1954 will mart the largest 
ingsthering of members that the 
Church hss ever hsd 

We had a good year in stewIrdship. 
For the irst tÉme in seven ears we 
raised our budget in full and went 
about $35.000 over our goal. 

Another eridence that we are busv 

with the rig't things is the fact that 
we have pesce in the Church. When 



we arc busy doing the things we 
should be doing, there is no time for 
strife. 

A Year of Meetings 
Undoubtedly the meeting of most 

world-wide significance during the 
past year was the second assembly of 
the World Council of Churches, held 
in Evanston, Illinois. The American 
Lutheran Church is a member organi 
zation and shared in the blessings of 
the meeting. Of course, there were 
many other Christians from all over 
the world besides Lutherans at the 
Evanston meeting. It was most sig-
nificant that so many Christians could 
get together and confess their inter 
est in God's holy Word and in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. However, 
there was no effort to unite all into 
one church. The strength of the meet 
ing was that all could confess that 
Jesus Christ is the hope of the world. 

The American Lutheran Church 
had its biennial meeting during the 
past year at Beatrice, Nebraska. It is 
my conviction that seldom has a con 
vention passed as many far-reaching 
resolutions as did this convention. 
Seldom has a convention been so of 
one mind as this convention was. It 
knew what it wanted, and it said so 
very definitely and firmly. 

The outstanding feature of this 
convention was its plans for the fu 
ture of the Church. Not only did it 
make changes in procedures for its 
own operation, but it spoke most 
clearly on the subject of the proposed 
merger and gave clear direction for 
future negotiations. (More will be 
said on this subject when we discuss 
prospects for 1955. ) 

The third meeting of importance 
for our Church during the past year 
was the convention of the Women's 
Missionary Federation held at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Here the women of 
our Church adopted a biennial budget 
of almost a million dollars to do mis 
sionary work throughout the world 
in addition to the amount already be 

ing spent by our mission boards. 

A Year of Expansion 

tionships which the American Lu 
theran Church has in the National 
Lutheran Council, the Lutheran 
World Federation, and the World 
Council of Churches in addition to 
the work entailed in merger nego 
tiations, the Church most graciously 
provided that the president at his op-
tion might have an administrative as 
sistant. 

Surely, every one will want to sing 
the doxology when we look at last 
year. However, the real evaluation is 
difficult to make. A real evaluation 
must pertain to the spiritual life of 
the Church, and since the Church is 
made up of its members, only you can 
make such an evaluation. Ask your 
self some of these questions, and then 
you will know what the state of the 
Church is: Did you grow spiritually 
last year? Did you grow in faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Did your love 
and interest for your fellow man in 
crease? These and other questions 
ask yourself them right now. Then 
you will have the true answer to the 
state of the Church. 

PROSPECTS FOR 1955 
1955 ought to be a joyous year for 

us, for it is our 25th anniversary 
year. On August 11, 1930, the Amer 
ican Lutheran Church was formed by 
merging the Evangelical Lutheran 
Joint Synod of Ohio, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Iowa, and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Buf 
falo. Later the First Evangelical Lu 
theran Synod of Texas came in as an 
incorporated district of the Iowa 
Synod. 

The motto for this year is, "Thank 
God for the Church." Some will ob 

1954 was a year of expansion and 
growth in many areas. Building or 
remodeling is going on at all of our 
colleges. The mission program is go 
ing forward steadily. The Church rec 
ognized the increasing burdens in 
this field by approving the calling of 
two deputies to serve under the Board 
of American Missions. The Church 
took another forward step in the field 
of social action when it provided for 
calling a pastor for work in industrial 
relations. 

Because of the ever-growing rela- Church. 

ject that this is too broad a title for 
such a short span of life. It is true. 
25 years is not a long time in the life 
of the church. This motto has a much 
wider application than to the Ameri 
can Lutheran Church alone. We give 
thanks for the church, for the Chris-
tian Church, and for the 25 years that 
the American Lutheran Church has 
been permitted to participate in the 
life of this universal Christian 

This is a year of thankfulness to God for all of His blessings that the 
merger in 1930 was truly effective. 
and that no "splinter" groups were formed. The American Lutheran 
Church has nearly doubled in mem 
bership in this time. It has advanced 
financially to nearly four times the 
net worth at the tÉme of the merger. 
The lay representation at district 
meetings has nearly doubled. Gener 
ally lay activity has helped materjally 
to determine the direction and the 
growth of the Church. 

The Church will celebrate thig an 
niversary. A committee has made 
elaborate plans for a celebration 
which will be revealed as time goes 
on. Only this much about it at the 
present timethere will be an out 
standing anniversary booklet. There 
will be a public celebration on the first 
Sunday afternoon in October at St. 
Paul Lutheran church, Toledo, where 
the merger took place 25 years ago. 
In the morning each congregation in 
the ALC is requested to have an anni 
versary service in its own church. 

Great joy shows itself in some out 
ward expression. There will be an an 
niversary offering to help the Church 
go forward. Since a birthday gift is 
not really a gift unless it is in excess 
of something one would normally do 
as his obligation, so an anniversary 
gift for the Church would hardly be 
a gift if we did not meet our regular 
budget. Let our anniversary offering, 
therefore, really be a gift. In this an 
niversary year we should exceed our 
budget by a large margin. 

At our district conventions this year 
some real thought could well be given 
to the reasons for our thankfulness 

for the Church and ways in which we 
can show that thankfulness. 

All Out for Merger 
Unquestionably the item of great 

est interest for the Church in 1955 
will be merger negotiations. Our last 
convention expressed the desire to 
have a constitution, by-laws, and ar 
ticles of agreement for the new 
church presented in 1956. This is 
big order, and every effort is being 
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rut forth to reach that goal. In this 

Connection, however, several things 

should be remembered. While there is 

a two-year period between the con 

rentions of the ALC, this does not. 

rean that there is actually a period 
of two years for negotiation. Since 

some of the four bodies involved in 

the merger have their conventions in 

Jone, and since all merger documents 

st be printed and distributed to 
ite ample time for discussion within 
the various bodies, all work on docu 
rents must be completed by January 
1. 1956, if the documents are to be 
ready for consideration at the con 
rentions of that year. The actual time 

srailable for negotiations during a 
trO-year period between conventions 

is, therefore, only 14 months at the 
post. While the Union and Fellowship 
Committees are doing their very best 

to have a complete report ready by 
1956, human beings do have their 
limitations. 

There are those who desire this 

cerger to come to pass as quickly as 
possible. Certainly, there should be 
Do undue delay, but there should be 
enough time so that a thorough piece 
of work may be presented to the 
Church before the merger. We are all 
interested in a church which will 

function in the best possible way to 
extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Additional time used in carefully lay 
ing plans before the merger may save 
many years of makeshift arrange 
ments after the merger. If we abide 
by the direction of God we may be 
sure that in His wise providence and 

good time He will bring about a mer 
ger. 

One of the many problems brought 
up by the merger is that of the Lu 
theran Church in Canada. In that 

great country with its own sovereign 
rights, how should the new church 
Come to life there? That is a problem 
to be solved this year. 

Expansion in Missions 
There is to be expansion in the 

feld of American missions. Our pack 
age mission program is on an ascend 
ing scale. This year we hope to open 
25. Our goal is 35 per year. We ought 

to reach that figure in not too many 
Jears. This package mission program 
is spectacular, compared with the 
methods of years ago. Now, when a 
mission is started, all the money nec 
essary to establish the mission and 
bring it to self-support is on hand. 
This plan proves to be a real incen-
tive to the mission. There is no anx 
iety about how this mission is to be 
supported if a depression should 
coDe. By the plan of a package mis 
sion all this is safeguarded. This pro 
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gram has met with real favor. Now this sudden expansion does not pro 
for more packages each year! 

Into perspective this year comes 
the question of the development of 
our Church in Mexico. There are real 
problems there. The big one, of 
course, is language. The next one 1s 
that only native-born citizens may be-
come pastors. Ultimately a seminary 
must be built in Mexico. Our work in 

Mexico has grown to the point where 
a plan for the future must be devel 
oped this year. 

In foreign missions likewise there 
is a desire for expansion. A growing 

church should have a growing foreign 
mission program. For 25 vears we 
have had two felds, in India and in 

New Guinea. This year we shall ex 
plore the taking on of a third mission 
field, possibly in the Near East or in 
Africa. 

Our evangelism program is contin-
uing to grow. A vigorous program for 
pastors and congregations is going 
on. The number of preaching services 
is increasing. Many churehes that 
were dark on Sunday evening are 

again lighted, and worshipers are 
present. The desire for souls to come 

into the church is growing. This is 
the essential work of the church. How 
to make this evangelism succeed 
should be the discussion of evers con 
ference and district in the Church. 

The auxiliaries of the Church the 
Luther League, the Women's Mission 

ary Federation, and the Brotherhood 

are helping in an outstanding was 
to make this work succeed. 

Our growing Brotherhood is an in 
dication of the fact that the laymen 

of our Church are more and more see 

ing their responsibilities in the 
Church and are willing to asume 
them. The convention of the Brother. 
hood in Denver next October promises 
to give added incentive to the wors 
our men are doing in the kingdom. 

$2,000,000 for Buildings 

vide for the big infiux of students 
expected in 1965. This is only catch 
ing up on what has long been neces 
Bary. 

The real feature about this expan 
sion is that we hope to have all these 
buildings paid for at the time of dedi 
cation so that there will not be a debt 
created for the new church. Fantastic 
as this may seem, it is pOssible be 
cause of the support you have given 
to the Forward Phase of the Church's 
budget, and because of the fine sup 
port generally that the Church has. It 
would seem that this progran alone 
would fire the imagination of the 
Church and cause it to be active and 
busy. There is no precedent for such 
building in the Church. The Ameri 
can Lutheran Church is Do# making 
history for itself in the feld of edu 
cation. 

All the boards f the Church are 
planning expansion. Our Pension 
Plan now includes the care of tbsE 
who hare been stricken with tragedr 
Social aetion is coTering eTa-Tide 
ing areas in its study and work Par 
ish edueation is plarning more zids 
for the congregations. Tbe Toctt of 
our Church are ooking forard to 
their international Lthar Lesgae 
conrention in August in TTE A of 
this implies DOre work in pbbc 
tions to bec up this mork it 
printed material 

This program of erpensic is D0t 
being forced or drira It gS t 
of the desire of the Church to do s 
duty. This is the resalt of the wor 
and the prarers of the mes d 
the Churrh. Tbere is n iniii 
in the Church hich arises fra the 
pews of our congregatios 

There is moch to be done..ri 
more than we can rsoab 
to get done But God bs shs e 
with His church sd has nisha 
more than me ss humans coid eet 
To Him be all the praie nd grr 

QUESTION BOX 

unta but to minster. ie s 

, If re ire after e tst 
as the eniti. eig St 
tates, re shall die te da te 
lost: but if r tre i: à 

orti pu: to des: he deede 
the bocr. e sh ie F 

e Sirit e 

1955 will be a historic rear for our 
Church's olleges. Work is to besin 
on $2,000,000 worth of dormitories 

and classrooms. This is a spectseulsr 
feat for the Chureh when rou thìnk 
how slow we hare been in building 
operations at our olleges. But eren them N ! mo 

as arr ed br 
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NEWS 
AMONG THE CHURCHES 

Tialey Park, Ilinois Zion Con 
gregation, Tinley Park, (Pastor R. F. 

bn) dedicated a new $225,000 church 
Gu February 13. Featured speakers 
were: District President A. W. Engel 
brecht, who preached the dedication ser 
mon in the morning; Pastor Edward 
Gabel, who preached for the afternoon 
service; and Mr. Frank C. Wichlac of 
the Reuter Pipe Organ Company, who 
sDoke in the evening after an altar serv 
ice conducted by the local pastor. An 
organ recital was presented in the eve. 
ning by Mrs. Melvin Rensink. 

Additional special services were held 
throughout the following week. Guest 
speakers at these services were: Mr. Dedicated on February 13 was this new Zion Lutheran church, Tinley Park. llinois 

Luther Steinmeyer, president of the Ili 
nie District Brotherhood, who spoke 

at an 0rganizations Night service on 
Monday: Pastor L. E. Heuer. who spoke 
at a Memorial service on Thursday: Dr. 

E. W. Mueller, who preached at a Com 
munity Dedication service on Friday; 
and Mr. Don Vetter, principal of First 
Lutheran School, Blue Island, Il., who 
spoke at the Sunday school dedication 
service the following Sunday. 

The new church, traditional Gothie in 
design, is built of Wisconsin Lannon-
stone and will seat 358 persons. Included 
are a narthex, mothers' room, cloak-
room, carport, balcony for the choirs 
and organ console, sacristy, secretary's 
office, and an adjoining parish hall with 
kitchen, washrooms, meeting-room, and 
five classrooms. A public-address system 
ineludes loudspeakers in the church, so 
cial hall, mothers' room, and narthex-
also hearing-aid facilities at specially 
designated pews. A mural above the 
reredos depicts the ascension of Christ, 
and stained-glass windows depict the 
apostles. 

AMONG THE DISTRICTS 

CALIFORNIA 
SEVEN ALC CHURCHES of the Bay Area of San Francisco received 80 com 

ikments for church membership during 
a fve-day spiritual life mission last 
month. More than 60 Bay Area Lutheran 
churches participated. Participating 
ALC congregations and their guest mis 
sioners were: Good Shepherd, Burlin 
game. R. B. Wiederanders; Christ, EI 
Cerrito, P. L. Baumgartner; Faith 

American, Oakland, C. E. Schmitz; Holy Trinity, San Carlos, T. B. Hax: Holy 
Redeemer, San Jose, A. H. Hintz; Good 
Shepherd and Our Savior, San Fran 
cisco, H. M. Meyer and L. E. Reselts. 
Pastor Ray Kibler, Burlingame, was 
chairman of the ALC participation in 
the mission. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, Inglewood 
(Pastor W. E. Thomsen) has begun 

holding church services for children. 

PASTOR C. H. S. HUNZIKER has been 
called by Grace Church, Stockton, re 
cently organized under his leadership. 
12 

He hegan work at Grace while serving as 
associate pastor of Zion Church, Stock-
ton( Pastor N. Boer). His installation 
was scheduled for February 20. 

EASTERN 
THE CONFIRMED Membership of Em-

manuel Church, Warren, Ohio (Pastor 
Walter P. Schmidt) has inereased from 
632 to 1382 in the last nine years, due 
in large measure to personal evangelism 
on the part of the laity. Baptized mem 
bership is now over 2,000. This corrects 
an erroneous statement made in a recent 
issue of the LuTHERAN STANDARD in 
which it was reported that the baptized 
membership had increased to 1,382. 

NORTHWESTERN 

its behalf. 

ABOUT 100 MEMBERS and friends of 
Pilgrim Congregation, Othello, Wash. 
surprised Pastor and Mrs. Delbert Zier 
on Sunday evening, February 23, with 
a housewarming and a potluck dinner. 
Mr. Verne Parson, chairman of the mis 
sion group, gave a brief talk and ex 
pressed the congregation's appreciation 
for having a pastor in its midst. A gen 
erous purse for the purchase of furni 
ture was presented to Pastor and Mrs. 
Zier. Recently a group of members put 
floor hardener on the basement of the 
new parsonage, which is used for a 
chapel. A set of drapes for the chapel 
was given by a member family. 

FORTY-TWO PASTORS of the Coast Con-
ference. Northwestern District, met Feb-
ruary 7-9 at Bethlehem Lutheran 

church, Seattle, Wash., (Pastor L 
Myron Lindblom). Theme of the confer. 

ence was "Our Christian Faith." Fea 
tured speakers were Pastors R. 
Schwindt, who preached for the opening 
Communion service; E. G. Wuest, who 
spoke for the Stewardship Committee: ST. PAUL CHURCH, Sterling, II., has 
George Grewenow, who represented the sla its present building to the Bethel 
Parish Education Committee; and Dr. J. Reformed Congregation and is relocat 
P. PAueger of Pacific Lutheran College, ing in the northeast section of the city, 
who presented a lecture on "The Epis where a new church will be built. Pastor 

temology of Faith." At one of the serv Carl Kalkwarf reports that the congre 
jces Rev. John Kuethe, a member of the gation has increased 66 per cent in con 
conference, was installed by District firmed membership during the last dec 
President S. C. Siefkes as associate pro.e and the Bible school has inereased 
fessor of Religion and Philosophy at 
Pacific Lutheran College. Dr. S, G Boet 

vold, president of the college, spoke in 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, Port Angeles, 
Wash., recently observed the 10th an 
niversary of its radio ministry over 
Station KONP, Ever sinee the tott 
opened in February, 1945, the congre 
gation has broadcast the last half of its 
11 A. M. Sunday services. According to 
Pastor Carl E. Fischer, listener response 
has been received from southern British 
Columbia and upper Puget Sound com-
munities as well as from the north 
Olympic Peninsula area. 

PASTOR ROBERT H. REITZ of Emman 
uel Church, Reardan, Wash., and Doris 
Plaster Pfafie were married in Em 
manuel church on February 4 by the 
bridegroom's father, Pastor Otto Reitz 
of American Falls, Idaho. 

||LNOIS 
A SPECIALLY DESIGNED, 23-stop Hay 

gren electronic organ was dedicated re. 
cently at Grace church, Fort Wayne. 
Ind., (Pastor F. W. Holtmeyer). 

by more than 100 per cent. 

FIRST CHURCH, Blue Island, III., held 

farewell gathering recently for Pastor 

contod them with various gifts incluains and Mrs. Clarence G. Meyer and pre 

a purse of about $1,000. Later Immanuel 
Congregation, Golden, Ill., staged a re 
ception for the Meyers. Pastor William 

Klein of Carthage serve as master of 
ceremonies. Pastor Meyer is ranking 
vice-president of the district. 

ST. JOHN CHURCH, Peru, Ill., has pur 
chased a tract of 27 acres on the north 
edge of the city and is developing the 
land as a subdivision. Three and a hall 
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scres in a choice location have been re. 

serTed for a future church. The congre 

ation is bearing the initial expense of 
cpleting improvements on the lots, 
nd at present more than 30 applica-
rions have been filed for purchase of 

some of the 85 lots into which the area 
l be divided. Rev. W. C. Liefeld, pas 

r of St. John Church, states that with 
1 zew highway being projected through 
Ferd, which will necessitate the reloca 
con of some 50 families and which will 

a market for the subdivision, build 
iz sites are at a premium. 

Zios CHURCH, Chicago, recently dedi 
atad a new parsonage for Pastor W. C. 
Sarmeister and his family. The congre 
ation also received several gifts, in 
doding paraments for the altar, vest 
rarts for the pastor, new carpeting for 
the chancel, and other altar equipment. 
A memorial presentation was made of 
4 tablet armchairs for use by cate 
ctetical classes and study groups. 

DEATHS 

Rev. A. G. Ottersberg 
Alke Gerdes Ottersberg was born on 

Oetober 31, 1864, at Spetzerfehn, Ost 
friesland, Germany, the oldest child of 
Gerd Alken and Elskea (Hinrichs) Ot-
tersberg. In 1893 he came to the United 
States and enrolled at Wartburg Theo 
logical Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. 

Shortly after his graduation Pastor 
Ottersberg was ordained at Eureka, S. 
D., on July 19, 1896. From then until 

1903 he served the Hosmer, S. D., par 
ish. Later calls took him to Parkston, 
S. D.; Fulda, Minn.; Coleridge, Neb.; 
Syracuse, Neb.; Grove Hill, Iowa; and 
Milford, Neb. 

On May 20, 1897, Pastor Ottersberg 
married Julie Fritschel, daughter of 
Prof. Sigmund Fritschel of Wartburg 
Seminary. One son and five daughters 
were born to them. Surviving are the 
50n, Dr. Gerhard Ottersberg of Wart 
burg College, and three daughters. Mrs. 
Ottersberg died in May, 1947, about a 
month after the couple had celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary. 

Because of failing eyesight and hear 
ing Pastor Ottersberg retired from the 
ctive ministry in 1929 and made his 
tome with his wife and his three daugh 
ters in Waverly, Iowa. He enjoyed good 
bealth until last October when he began 
to fail both physically and mentally. 
Later he developed uremic poisoning and 
ded on February 13. 

The funeral service was held on Feb 
rtary 15 in St. Paul Lutheran church, 
Waverly, Iowa. Officiating were Dr. W. 
P. Sehmidt, pastor of St. Paul Church; 
Dr. John Hiltner, professor at Wartburg 
College; and District President H. W. 
Siefkes, Burial was in Waverly. 

Rev. George Daschner 
Rev. George Daschner, pastor of St. 

John Lutheran Church, New Baltimore, 
Sfich., died in a Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
March 12, 1955 

hospital on February 16. Pastor Dasch 
ner, 72, had been hospitalized since Feb 
ruary 1 when he suffered a heart attack. 

Louis Carl George Daschner was born 
in Monroe, Mich., on March 9, 1882. the 
son of John and Louise (Rummel) 
Daschner. After attending Concordia 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind., he entered 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Springfield, I., and was graduated in 
1906. From then until 1921, when he 
accepted a call to St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, Stratford, Ontario, Pastor 
Daschner served as a missionary in Bra 
zil. His last three pastorates were all 
in Michigan-Burr Oak, Bridgewater, 
and New Baltimore. 

On January 11, 1908, Pastor Daschner 
married Selma Hoppen. Four children 
were born to them, all of whom survive. 
Other survivors include five grandchil 
dren. Two brothers preceded Pastor 
Daschner in death. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
St. John church, New Baltimore, with 
District President Norman A. Menter 

preaching the sermon and Pastor Carl 
Henkelmann conducting the liturgy. An 
additional service was held in Emman 
uel Lutheran church, Ypsilanti, Mich., 
with Pastors Conrad J. Buehler and 

Harley C. Sipe officiating. Burial was 

in Ypsilanti. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March 31. Board of Trustees, American Lutheran 
Chr the Maryland Hotel, Chicago, IIL. 

HuCentra District at Zion Lutheran April 15-1 church, Albion, , Neb 
April 18-Z1.od, Calif. fornia District at First Lutheran 

church, Ingl 

CALENDAR 

Striepe. 

Upon authorization of the respective district 
presidents the folown" nl Tutheran churcb, 

Were installed: 
L. Bracher a in Trini Pastor 

Shive, Texas, and Lutheran church, 
Pottsville, Texns, February Jobn 

Karl Diemer in te tit President Theo. 
Fennimore-Stitzer, Wis., 

parish, February 20, 
A, Ohlrogge. 

INSTALLATIONS 

Clarence G. Meyer n Pastor w. H. Klein. 
Immanuel Lutheran church, 

Golden, IL., February in Tatheran parish, Fes Dtto T8zler nhry 6. by District President senden, N. Dak., 
Geo. C. Landgrebe. 

Dastor8 

Alvin C. Rueter in Bethany Lutheran chureh. 
Tulsa, Okla. eDre Gackle. N. Dak., parish, 

6, by Pastor Lewis Holm. 
Otto W. Schmi 

Pastor H. Senft. February CSchuler nak.. February the Goodrich-Lincoln Valley 
mish, Goodrich,andgrebe. 6, by District 
President Geo. Carl Scheffel in St. John Lutheran church, Alta 
Loma, Texas, February 13, by Pastor T. J. Roth. 

Pastor John Kuethe was installed as AsSsOciate 
Professor of Religion and Philosophy, Pacific Lu 
theran College, Parkland lsnd. wAghington, February 
7, by District President S. C. Siefkes 

Pa 

Rev. King Bradow, West Rushville, 0, 

ADDRESSES 

Rev. Herman Epp, from Jansen, Sask., Canada, 
to Christ Lutheran Church, Kelowna, B. C., Canada. 

Rev. Claren ce G. Meyer, from Blue Island, IIl., to 
Golden, III. 

Rev. E. 

Rev. Louis Vater, from Coloma, Wis., to R. R. No. 
1, Weusau, Wis, 

A. K. Woelber, Los Altos, Calif. From 429 
hita im to 37b Reading. rboleda Dr. 

Cincinnati 15, 
0. From 106 to 1 Athol, Kans., to 

116 Maple St. 
Rev. George F. Dirks, 

434 S. 13th St.. Gn Okla. 
Newport Beach, Callr. Rev. Robert B. 

From 1027 to 2501 Cliff Dr. 
Rev. Manno Shatto, from Manhattan Beach, 

Calif., to 2467 Myrtle Ave., Hermosa Beach, 
Rev. George H. Vollmer, from Milwaukee, Wis., 

to Coloma, Wis. 

Calif. 

For information concerning any of the follow 
ing oportuníties write: ntral District PLace 
ment Service, Mr. John Lienemann, 1703 ETk 
St, Beatrice, Nebraska. 

WANTED: General Manager for larze Eq 
Co-Op basiness. Excellent 
ith relLstablisbed firm, in wealthy farming com 

ent salary, man7 advantages 
mnity of Northwest Kansas. ALC. 1A. 

WANTED: Dentist for progressive town of 00 
friendly people. No dentist here or in nearest 
town. 0fice available in community clinie bldg. 
Adequate housing. Larze ALC. 2A. 

WANTED: General manager for 2-eoanty REA 
office. Exeellent opportunity for qualifed person. ALC in town. 3A. 

FOR SALE: Utra modern 16-unit motel, fnished 
in permastone, ne* furnishings, zarages, central 
heating, commereial laundry. ete. Excellent business 
strategically located Colorado resort centers 
on popular tourist Highway 36, in northwest Kan 
sas. Pleasant community. ALC. 4A. 

FOR SALE: Bakery shop with some equipment 
Large business established by former operator. 
Coffee sbop, ice-cream parlor, or cafe possible in 
front of building. Located in interesting town of 
800, in rich farming area. ALC. 5A. 

NEWS 

FOR SALE: Jewelry store, with or without 
stock. Also ertra lots and building. Lpcated in 
wealthy community of Kansas wheat belt.. ALC 
in town. 6A. 

FREE 

SAMPLE 

THIS DAY 
Family Magazine for 

Christian Homes 

THIS DAY brings gorgeous color 
photography, national news, sports, 
travel, biographies of well-known 
figures, homemaking tips, short 
stories, 

PLUS IMPORTANT 

inspirational articles to enrich your 
Christian life. THIS DAY helps keep 
Christ the head the house-looks 
at the world in the light of His con 
stant presence. 

A Magazine That 
Considers Every Interest 

Appealing to children 
as well as adults. 

SEND FOR YOUR FREE SAMPLE TODAY 

THIS DAY Magazine 
3558 South Jefferson Avenve 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 

City 

State. 

Please send Free Somple copy without 
obligation to 

Name 

Address. 

Zone 
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LAYMAN'S QUILL 
FINDS PEACE THROUGH PAIN 
CANNOT thank the Lord enough 
for the wonderful peace of heart 

and soul and freedom from al worry 
and fear that have come to me since 
being told I had an incurable disease. 
I realize only God can help me now, 

and I've surrendered my life to do 
His work here on earth for the re 
mainder of my days. To have such a 
peace and calm is surely a gift of God 
that money can't buy. I truly try to 
live the Bible verse, "Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things will be 
added unto you," Matt. 6:33. 

Many times these past months we 
have given the last dollar in the house 
toward a worthy cause for Christ's 
work and find we have really been 
blessed as I'm steadily getting better 
each day. Truly a miracle like in 
Bible days. Jesus is the same yester 
day, today, and forever. "For with 
God nothing is impossible," Luke 
1:37. If we can only believe, our pray 
ers will be answered . according to 
God's perfect will. The Scriptures 
really mean something to me now and 
are spiritual food for my soul just as 
food is for the physical body. could 
not have this peace of mind and heart 
if I ceased to pray and read and study 
my Bible. Such a comfort and encour 
agement to read the Bible when one 
really has faith in what's written 
there, for example, in such great pas 
sages as Romans 8:28: "We know 
that all things work together for good 
to them that love God." 

We enjoy Portals of Prayer so 
much and read from it night and 
morning when we have family wor 
ship. My husband and I are only 34 
years old but have found the way of 
life through sorrow and tribulation. 
We have a two-year-old son now that 
we waited for many years before our 
prayers were answered. He has 

brought so much joy and happiness 
into our lives.-Mrs. Norman Blach 
ford, South Dakota. 
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WHERE TO BEGIN 

FTEN WWE WONDER What this world 
is coming to, with so much crime 

and suffering. But there are many 
important things for each and every 
one of us to do. Let's start by clear 
ing our own hearts and minds of all 
evil thoughts. Let's walk straightly 
and forget the crooked paths behind 
us. Let's throw out all hatred and 
selfishness and ask the Holy Spirit to 
ill us with love and kindness. 

The question is often asked, "How 
can we love our enemies ?" That's a 
proper subject for prayer to our heav 

enly Father, for through Him we can 
love every one. He will give us grace 
not to condemn but to understand and 
help one another throughout our lives. 

-MYRTLE HELMERS, Detroit, Michi 
gan. 

The Kingdom of Truth 

phrase, "One nation under God," can 
apply to no other nation of the earth 
as well as it does to our own? Are 

you at that moment horrified because 
you seem to hear again in your heart 
the solemn warnings of the Christ 
spoken against pharisaic pride? 

Or does the Christ speak for the 

(From page 8) 

"There is a time to preach, a 
time to pray and a time to 
fight .. . that time is now!" 

COURAGE.. To pay the price that life exacts for 
granting peace... THEN...Now... Tomorrow! 

YOUR lheran HERITAGE 

Nome 

Street 

City 

Father to your own troubled heart saving, This is My son, who was lost and is found"? Or is He, perhaps. even now at this moment turning and looking at you as He turned and looked at Peter on the night of the denial? Are His words at this Lenten hour coming down across the centur jes to you so distinctly that you can hear His voice, "Come unto Me 
I will give you rest"? 
If it is so, you may be assured of your Christianity. For "those who are of the truth hear My voice." His is a kingdom of truth. And truth is not a what, it is who. "I am the truth," 

ew men have shown greater courage in facing the urgent problems of 
their times than did Pastor John Peter Muhlenberg. when the time for 
action arrived, Muhlenberg quickly and willingly put aside the robes of 

the church for the uniform of the anny. He determined to fight for that in 
which he sincerely believed. 

How con I moke certain of funds for 

Next Week: "Lord, Remember e.'" 

We at Lutheran Mutual feel that those who founded this great Lutheran 
institution in 1879 showed something of this same type of courage, when 
they faced the necessity of sharing the financial problems of individual 
Lutherans during trying times in the Middle West. 

Luthan Motual 
HOME OFICE * 

John Peter Muhlenberg (1746 - 1807) 
known as the "Plous General." Thls son of 
a ploneer Lutheran pastor in Amerlca served 
as one of the leaders ln the Amerlcan Revo 
lutlon, 

Our founders never dreamed they were staring one of the fine insurance 
companies of the country whose programs would cover every Lutheran life 
insurance need. 

State 

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

WAVERLY, 1OWA 

Age 

Was 

O family security 

O education 

O retirement 

D mortgage payme nt 
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Sunday 
School 

Lesson lor March 20: uThe Life of the New Man," based on 

Calossians 3:5-10; I Timothy 4:12: I Jobn 2:1-6. 
Devotional 

Reading: 
Matthew 7:l6-21 

Believers Expected to Live the Gospel 

hst about the sinfulness of the life they 

Eved before their conversion. Most of us 

n tell that we did not come out of such 

a jrde of gross and shameful sins as did 

the Colossians. The typical Colossian to 

a revolutionary 
conversion and gotten 

turted in the Christian life with a lurch 

nda leap. Our conversion may have come 

abcut by such a quiet turn that we were 

Eady aware of it ourselves, and nobody 

cise took notice. No matter. For us now our 

aKen must be that we go on in our 

Christian living. Whether it started like 
or like the gentle 

the puf of an explosion 
stir of air under the wing of a butterly, 

ou concern must be that the new life 

keep going and growing from here on in. 

We have beard of Christians who would love, in fath, in purity." we are greatly tians goes in the sane way in which Jesus 

How It Grows 

The Christian life must constantly be 

reDewed and nurtured. From Detroit has 

ome the word automation, which stands 

for the working of machines quite of them 

selves. There is no automation of the Chris 

tian life anywhere. As the life of the body 

must be nourished or it tuns to ashes, so 

the Christian life must be nurtured or it 

Comes to nothing. This is a hard fact and 

as seriously to be reckoned with as the 

next meal. Said an old man, "If I can't eat 

I must die." Nutrition is what keeps the 
body going and growing. 

It is not through the mouth that we are 
nartured in our new life, to be sure: but 
it is through the mind, and of that we may 
be just as sure. There's more truth than 

oetry in the last word of the command-
ment, "You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your mind." There was a time 
when some of us had bandied about with 
terns of psychology until we had the mind 
of man shaken loose fronm the rest of him 

ard got to thinking that a Christian could 
run by heart. St. Paul went on the basis 

that the mind is vitally joined to the whole 
"You have put on person when he 

which is being renewed the new nature, 
the Christian knows in knowledge." Only 

the image of God in the person of Jesus 
Corist does his own person grow and be 
come fashioned like unto the image of God. 

Why It Shows 

the 1 

Since knowledge is so important, we 
rst pay attention to how we get it, and 

bcw we impart it. Paul dealt with that 
very thing when he wrote to Timothy, "Set 
the believers an example." And there Paul 
touched upon an educational tactic that is 
worth a shelf of books. The Clhristian liv 
ing that is shown is known. And if our 
Trnothys will show us what a Christian 
slould be like "in speech and conduct, in 

Lesoa study based on "Internationul Sunday 
Scbocl Lesons: the International Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teacbing " Seripture quotations from the 
Reried Standard Version of the Holy Bible. Both 
tbe Lessa 5ons and the Bible translation are copy 
rnahtdy the Division of Christian Education. 

tional Council of the Churches of Christ in U. S. A. 

wn Paul wrote may have 
experienced 

Christian gospel comes to us as a spoken of us: we must be pointed in the direction 

advantaged by their example. 

March 12, 1955 

We can, of course, get knowledge from 

books. But as Thomas Carlyle, who him 

books are cold and bloodless friends. The self was a writer and lover of books. said 

The secret of success in the Christian life 
word, and the Christian life is demon 

the gospel. Books only describe the mes 
is to get up when we have fallen down. 

strated to us by the persons who believe 

sage that is proclaimed and the life that 
And, glory bel we may indeed go on fromn 

responsibility upon all of us. Once have here. Forgiveness is ours by the merit and is lived. The power of example puts a great 

received the gospel according to the the intercession of Jesus Christ. And that 

evangelists who are they, there must be a spells a chance to start once more from 

-A. J. SEEGERS. gospel according to the evangelists who this point to an ever-closer walk with God 

are we. "Let your light so shine before men 

Left to himself, the story of man 

would read, "Sin and punishment." 

There would be nothing more to add. 

It would describe life here and here 

after. But there is God and His stead-

fast love. This makes the diference. 

This the light, brought to focus in 
Christ. which lights the darkness and 
brings a new day. 

The invitation to Israel (and to all 
who have strayed) is: Return, O Israel, 

to the Lord your God, for you have 
stumbled because of your iniquity. Take 
with you words and return to the Lord; 

say to Him: Take away all iniquity; ac 
cept that which is good and we will 

render the fruit of our lips. Assyria shall 
not save us, we will not ride upon 
horses; and we will say no more, "Our 
God," to the work of our hands.'" It is 

not by chance that this parallels the 
narable of the Prodigal Son. It involves 

My Bible and I A Study of Hosea, Chapter 14 

coming to oneself in view of the na-
ture of the Father's heart. It includes 
the resolution: "I will go to my Father, 
and I will say to Him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before You.'" 
This is what God would have Israel do. 
It is what we need to do regularly. The 
metaphor now changes: "In Thee the 

that they may see your good works is 
Jesus way of saying that we should sunply 

live as mature Christians for the bencit of 
those who are something les. 

MY DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

God's Love Makes THE Difference 

S. Hosea 14. 
M. Isaiah 27. 

Where It Goes 

The life of the new man in us Chris 

T. saiah 28. 
W. Isaial 29. 
T. Isaiah 30. 

walked. This does not mean that any of us 

are sinless and perfect. It is a gross mis 
understanding of conversion to insist that a 

man attains perfection by it. But there is 

a point to be made about perfection for all 

F. Isaiah 31. 
S. Isaial 32. 

of it or we are not living in conversion at 

all. 

orphans find mercy." But though the 
imagery changes from a prodigal son to 
an orphan, the end result for the peni 
tent is, "He shall have mercy." This is 
God's heart's desire. It meets our need. 

These have been words of hope in the 
dark and evil day. They awaken a de 
sire to return. It is the word of grace 
which invites the sinner "to come to 
himself" and to return to the Father's 
arms. God promises: "I will heal their 
faithlessness; I will love them freely. 
tor My anger has turned from them. I 
will be as the dew to Israel; he shall 
blossom as the lily, he shall strike root 
as the poplar, his shoots shall spread 
out; his beauty shall be like the olive. 
and his fragrance like Lebanon. They 
shall return and dwell beneath My 

shadow, they shall Aourish as a garden; 
they shall blossom as the vine, their 
fragrance shall be like the wine of 
Lebanon." Just as the father of the 
Prodigal Son received his son with re 
joicing and decked him out in a new 
robe, a ring on his finger, and shoes for 
his feet, so God will rejoice over and 
bless every sinner who repents. "What 
no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man conceived, what God bas 
prepared for those who love Him" 
(RSV), applies already in this life as 
well as in the world to come. For love 
there is nothing too good for the be 
loved. This is the nmarvel of God's grace 
toward us. 

"Whoever is wise, let him understand 
these things: whoever is discerning. let 
him know them; for the wavs of the 
Lord are right, and the upright walk in 
them, but transgressors stumble in 
them." -KARL T. SCHMIDT. 
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OUR HEARTS 
REJOICE 

Our Hearts Rejoice 
By Jobn E. Meyer 

NEW-A book of Communion 
meditations for everyone who thinks 
about Communion all, and about 
its importance and meaning. The 
meditations consider it under the 
headings: IL A Searching Preparation; 
II. A Joyful Reception; and III. A 
Dedicated Departure; and they are 
really belpful. $2.00 

16 

Love Speaks from 
the Cross 

By Leslie Badham 
NEW-Around the theme of di 

vine love, the author has written 
seven sernons on the last words of 
Christ. He has invested them with 
re-sharpened meaning through 
skilled use of pointed phrases and 
fresh imagery. He has thrown over 
the whole work the mantle of a de 
votional spirit and the result is a 
reverent, appreciative, and soul 
searching Lenten book. $1.00 

Med1tations 

on the Gospelo 

St John 

(PWAAD N WIs 

Meditations on the Gospel 
of St. John 

By Edward West 
NEW-An unusual Lenten book 

by Canon West which is sensitive 
and wholly devoted to the Lord. 
From the point of view of "seeking 
the answer to the ight questions," 
the author tells how Christ's spir 
itual truths answer our needs in 

human pleasure, ignorance, affec 
tion, need, sorrow, weakness, judg 
ments, service, associations, splen 
dor, triumph. and human nature. 

$2.00 

JB PHILLIPS 

WHEN 

GOD 
WAS 

MAN 

THE 

VoICE 

FROM 

When God Was Man 

THE 

CROSS 

By J. B. Phillips 
NEW--A brief but 

very worthwhile book 
which gives a clear pic 
ture of Jesus Christ who vas both God and man. 
Evangelistic in appeal, 
conservative in theology, 
these seven messages 
sparkle with unusual in 
sights. Written in the 
style which made Phillips 
famous as the translator 
of the Epistles. 

The Warthug Press 

$1.00 

for he 

enten 

57 East Mgin Streel 
Colymbvs 15, Ohio 

Cross 
The Voice from the 

By Andrew W. 
Blackwood, Jr. 

NEW-Sermons on the 
last words of the Lord 
by the pastor of North 

minster Presbyterian 
Church, Columbus, Ohio. 
The son of a famous fa 
ther, he 
that 

masy us sermons 

Hog would YOæ aNswer? THE CHRISTIAN PARENT magazine gives professional Christian guidance on sex-trainiDg and other ares of fAmly living. Daily Bible-based devotions for famille w children. Monthly, 38 year. Sample free. CHRISTIAN PARENT, BoI WP, Highland, m 
THE 

the Cross 
and emphasize the re 
empave work of our 
Sa 

DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 

THE 
WHOLE 

$1.50 

ARMOR 

OF COD 

316 South J8h Streel 
Omoho 2, Nebrosko 

The Whole Armor 
of God 

By Ralph W. Sockman 
NEW �Using Ephe 

Sians 6:13-17 as bis 
theme, the author calls 
for us to see "life steadily 
and see it whole." He 
gives us a very readable 
presentation of one of the 
magniicent Sages of 
Scripture. It a useful 
and devotional considera 
tion of the strength the 

Jend order to offce nearest you. 

Christian receiveS from 

SEVEN SIVNCS 

the grace of for use 
in these troubled days. 

The Man of Sorrows 
By Albert T. W. Steinhaeuse 

A book of daily Lenten de 
s on the Passion of ou 
There are prayers, poems 

and litanies to inspire you t 
adoration, thanksgiving, and 
worship. The story the event 
that led to the Cross-death and 
life and fesh resurrection o 
Christ is told simply and 1 pow 
erfully. The book has 40 med 
tations, and by prayerful read 
ing of one each day durin 
Lent, the Christian will fnd it 
estimable strength and inspirz 
tion. $2.5 

POSTAGE: Invoice for charge 
orders will include actual post 
age. On cash orders, please 
postage and packing cost at the 
rate of l0c on the dollar. 

26 Fovrth Street N.E. 
Calgory. Allo Conada 

add 

The Seven Sayings of 
the Saviour 

By Arthur W. Pink 

NEW-Because Dr. P 
walked close to his Lor 

he was given a clear und 
standing of the marveo 

meaning of these last wor 

of the Savior. In simple. u 
derstandable language. 
transmits his understan 

tor you, the reader, an 
your inspiration. 

Lutheran Stondar 
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