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The Church Views the News

By Wilfred Bockelman

According to Dr. Charles B. Tem-
pleton, secretary of the Division of
Evangelism of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S. A., “the so-called
revival sweeping America isn’t perma-
nent or genuine.” “Most people seem
to want God as you want a hot water
bottle in the night—to get you over
a temporary discomfort,” Dr. Tem-
pleton said. “Membership in the
churches is increasing more rapidly
than the nation’s population and is at
an all-time high,” he said. “However,
there is also an increase in the na-
tional debt, national taxes, and na-
tional crime. The statistical columns
reveal a nation increasingly Chris-
tian. The news columns reveal a na-
tion increasingly pagan. Any genuine
revival of religion will have to go be-
vond a mere concern to have God as
a convenience and come to the point of
dedication to Him and to His Word.”

+

Evangelist Billy Graham’s second
Greater London Crusade opened at
the huge Wembly Stadium with more
than 70,000 persons attending despite
threatening weather. On the day after
the opening Wembly meeting Dr. Gra-
liam addressed 10,000 persons at an
open-air rally held at the Ford auto-
mobile factory at Dagenham under
the sponsorship of the plant's Chris-
tian Fellowship. Attending the fifth
night meeting in Wembly was the
Duchess of Kent, the aunt of Queen
Elizabeth I[I. This marked the first
time that Graham preached to a mem-
her of the British royal family. The
duchess was accompanied by her sis-
ter, Princess Olga of Yugoslavia.
After the rally she spoke privately
with the evangelist and his wife for
about ten minutes. Meanwhile mem-
bers of the Ozford Union, student
organization at Ozxford University,
roted 282-231 in favor of a motion ex-
pressing ‘‘regret over the approval
given by the churches to the RBilly
Graham Crusade.”

+

Several dozen show people meet
twice a month in Chicago for Bible
study in the swanky North Shore studio
apartment of a tuxedo rental tycoon.
Melodi Lowell, a radio actress and
model who co-founded the Bible Round-
table, has described it as a religious
meeting like Jane Russell's in Holly-
wood, only with theological insight.
Miss Lowell even studied one semester
at Garrett Biblical Institute to satisfy
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her theological curiosity. Now as many
as 40 stage, radio! and television ac-
tors, actresses, singers, producers, di-
rectors, writers, and models attend the
biweekly meetings in the home of Al
Gingiss. They meet on Monday evenings
—the entertainment world's off night.
Sessions are led by visiting seminary
professors. Rev. Lovis Raymond of Rog-
ers Park Presbyterian Church serves as
chaplain. At one typical session Dr.
Tyler Thompson, an associate professor
of religion at Garrett, led in a study of
the Book of James. The show people,
with Bibles open for reference, sat
around him passing cookies and can-
dies, but quite intent on the professor's
words. +

By a unanimous vote in the senate
and a 121-12 vote in the Chamber of
Deputies, Argentina’s National Con-
gress voted to end Roman Catholi-
cism's status as the state religion. The
Congress approved a Dbill providing
for the election of a constitutional
convention to make “‘a partial reform
of the Constitution in all matters con-
nected with relations between church
and state.” This means that all refer-
ence in the Constitution to Catholi-
cism will be eliminated. One of the ar-
ticles in the present Constitution
states, “The federal government sup-
ports the Roman Catholic Apostolic
Faith.” Other articles require that the
president and the wvice-president be
Catholics. Roman Catholicism has
been Argentina’s official religion
since 1810 when the country won her
independence from Spain. The Ar-
gentina Congress also repealed a law
that exempted church property from
real estate and othgr taxes.
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Guatemala is also in the process of
writing @ new constitution, and the
Roman Catholics are demanding that
they be given a pre-eminent position
over other religions, and that Catholic
education be compulsory in all schools.
If this is not done, Archbishop Mariano
Rossell y Arellano of Guatemala City
said in a demand sent to the National
Constituent Assembly the church will
take ‘‘a position of estrangement' and
will be forced to the conclusion that the
present regime is anti-Catholic rather
than anti-Communist. He stressed that
?5 per cent of Guatemalans are Catho-
lics. Despite vigorous opposition from
church proponents, the commission of
17 which is drafting the new national

N

charter earlier approved two articles
guaranteeing freedom for qll religions
"“without any pre-eminence'' and giving
legal~status to any religion or religious
association. Another article guarantees
freedom of education.

&

People today have discovered they
need heroes to give them strength—
a swingback from the judgment of 25
years ago when they were consjdered
“corny,” Dr. Ronald Bridges, past
moderator of the General Council of
Congregational Christian Chuyrches,
said at the 100th annual meeting of
the Minnesota Congregational Con-
ference. Pioneers were able to un-
dergo hardships and persevere
through discouragements because they
were ‘“more aware of being accom-
panied by the saints,” Dr. Bridges
said. “Old Testament heroes were real
to them. They had memorized the
Bible and poems of Milton and Shake-
speare. The pioneers had no sense of
loneliness—a shadow band of writers,
heroes, and martyrs went with them.
God was there. He might be a tyrant
—not a superannuated character with
a committee taking over for Him—
but He was there, ready to smite.”
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Questionbox

To reccive answera to quealions sub-
scribers must include their names
and addresses when they correspond
with the editor of this department,
e o o Rev. William N. Emch, D.D., 2411
Seaman Strect, Toledo 5, Ohio.

Believe in Baptismal Regeneration?

Do we Lutherans believe in baptismal
regeneration? This question was recent-
Iy put to me by a friend. I told him that
| thought that we did. | went home and
reviewed the subject of baptism in my
catechism. I now feel certain that I an-
swered correctly. But I am anxious to
learn_more about baptismal regenera-
tion. Will you, please, briefly treat this
,abject? — Mrs. G. B., Indiana.

You answered correctly. We believe
in baptismal regeneration. I wish that
nore of our people would frequently
refer to the catechism and compare
its teachings with the Word of God.
Lutker's Small Catechism is one of
.ur confessional books, and we should
tz at home in it. To the question:
“What does Baptism give or profit?”
w2 answer: “It works forgiveness of
sins, delivers from death [spiritual]
ind the devil, and gives everlasting
alvation to all who believe it, as the
words and promises of God declare.”
Baptism is a sacrament, and “a sac-
rament is a holy rite instituted by
(hrist Himself, whereby with visible
means [water in the case of baptism]
the treasures of the gospel are offered,
given, and sealed to us.”

Strictly speaking, there is but one
means of grace, one channel through
which God is ever offering and eager
to impart to us His divine grace, for-
giveness of sins, life, and salvation.
That is the Word of God. But since
tke Word of God . . . command and
promise . . . is the chief thing in a
sacrament, it, too, is a means of
grzce. Hence we usually say that the
means of grace are the Word of God
and the two sacraments, Baptism and
the Lord’s Supper. In baptism, there-
fire, God graciously offers pardon
and salvation, and he who does not
reject the kind offer in wilful unbe-
¢f receives this pardon and salva-
. If he already stands in grace
sith God through faith in the Lord
Jesus, pardon and salvation are sealed
“»=im: he is given a renewed pledge of
‘rese gifts of his heavenly Father.

The very nature of a sacrament is

h that it bestows and imparts
what God offers if it is not rejected
n unbelief. A babe never rejects,
‘herefore it always receives what God
rroffers. That is why the child is the
~odel for the kingdom of God and
nence also for baptism. And unless the
wdult becomes like a child in this re-
ect he will never get into the king-

o of God, How long this baptized

“iid will remain in covenant relation

it God will depend largely on his
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Christian training. That new life be-
stowed upon him through “water and
the Spirit” must be faithfully nour-
ished or it will languish and die. That
baptized child must in time con-
sciously renew and sanction his cove-
nant relation with God and by His
continual help remain faithful, or
that blessed relation with God is lost.

Thus no one must think that merely
because at one time in life he had
water applied to him in God's holy
name he is now a child of God forever.
His baptism will bring him only the
greater damnation if by God's grace
he doesn’t remain true to the prom-
ises made at the time of baptism. A
person should find great comfort in
his baptism. He should dwell on the
thought that God already at that time
received him into His kingdom of
grace and pledged to him continued
pardon and the standing of a child
and heir unless he indifferently turned
his back upon Him by wilful sin and
gross neglect of the means of grace.

The efficacy of baptism is not de-
pendent on the personal faith of the
administrator nor on his ordination.
We have baptism when it is admin-
istered in accordance with the insti-
tution of Christ. The faith of the
recipient of baptism does not belong
to the essence of the sacrament, but
it is necessary for the beneficial use
of the sacrament. What God in mercy

THE WEEK'S PRAYER
(Trinity 1)

O Lord, who hast bestowed up-
on Thy church on earth rich gifts,
manifold treasures, and boundless
resources, that she may be en-
abled to serve Thee effectively in
a godly life: Grant her grace so
to use Thy bounteous grace that
men may see her good works and
glorify our Father who is in
heaven; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

offers must be received, and faith is
the receiving means or hand that
reaches out and lays hold on the
proffered gift. That is why we say
of baptism in our catechism: “It
works forgiveness of sins, delivers
from death and the devil, and gives
everlasting salvation to all who be-
lieve it.” And to have the benefit of
baptism this saving faith must con-
tinue. When we lose faith we let go
of Christ and thus forfeit all that we
have in and through Him,

Baptism is not the exclusive means
of regeneration. The gospel regener-
ates apart from the sacrament. When

UNITY IN VARIETY

The joy of Christ in different hearts
Takes many forms, for it imparts,
When poured into each human mold,
A shape which it alone can hold,
As varied flowers
Or fields and bowers,
As different jewels
Or lakes and pools,
Each have a glory all their own,
So you reflect what you alone
Have qrunk from those refreshing
springs
Which are the wells of all good things.

—CHARLES E. BOMGREN.

the sweet gospel is heard, read, and
pondered, the Spirit of God is at
work, trying to bring that person into
saving relation with his Savior
through trustful faith in Him. But as
far as we can see, baptism is the only
means of regeneration for a small
child, for you cannot reach the babe
by preaching or reading the “good
news” to him. Baptism is the only
means of grace applicable to the child,
the only channel given to us whereby
we can reach that child with saving
grace. Yet our church has always held
and taught that it is not the lack but
the contempt and the despising of
baptism that condemns, for we cannot
see how such a person can be in sav-
ing relation with Christ who so
clearly enjoins baptism.

Some of the passages that should
be pondered in this connection, be-
cause they pertain to this subject, are
the following. “According to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost, which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Savior,” Titus 3:5, 6. “Ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of vou as have
been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ,” Galatians 3:26, 27. “Christ
loved the church and gave Himself for
her, that He might sanctify her, hav-
ing cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word,” Galatians 5:25,
26, RSV.



NEWS

ALC Pastors of Detroit and Saginaw
Discuss Church in Interracial Areas

Forty ALC pastors from Detroit and
Saginaw, Mich.,, held a conference in
Truth Lutheran church, Detroit, on May
18 to discuss the congregational ap-
proach in interracial communities. The
meeting was called by the Board of
American Missions. Dr. R. Dale Lech-
leitner, executive secretary of the board,
stated that Detroit and Saginaw have
been chosen as “pilot areas,” and that
conclusions reached at the meeting might
well serve as the guide for other such
areas in the future.

Dr. Norman A. Menter, president of
the Michigan District of the ALC,
pointed out that the problem was not a
vague or distant one, but that it was
confronting many congregations at the
present time. On the Sunday preceding
the meeting Pastor Charles Klinksick of
Christ Memorial Lutheran Church in
Detroit submitted his resignation to his
congregation because the majority of the
members attending a congregational
meeting refused to accept a Negro fam-
ily into membership.

The pastors meeting in Detroit had no
authority to pass resolutions which
would bind congregations, the Church
at large, or other pastors. All of their
resolutions were in the nature of sug-
gestions and recommendations to other
congregations and to boards of the
Church.

Pastors Unanimous

“We believe that it is the responsi-
bility of the congregations of the Amer-
ican Lutheran Church to minister to the
communities in which they are located,”
was the unanimous opinion of the pas-
tors gathered in Detroit. “In the event
that minority or nonwhite racial groups
make up members of the community, it
shall be the responsibility of the con-
gregations to work among them in the
same way as they would among usual
white communities. This includes the
Lord’s command to love, evangelize, seek
out, and to minister to them with the
gospel, and to bring them into full mem-
bership in the Church of Jesus Christ
with all rights and privileges thereto
appertaining. Therefore we urge that
the American Lutheran Church in con-
vention assembled adopt the above prin-
ciple as a statement of policy, and that
it hecome a part of the model constitu-
tion for local congregations. And we
further urge that the Board of Ameri-
can Missions make it a policy that this
principle be incorporated into the con-
stitutions of all newly organized mission
congregations of the American Lutheran
Church.”

Scriptural Statement Sought

The Detroit and Saginaw pastors also
urged the Board for Christian Social
Action in ccoperation with the Board of
American Missions to formulate a state-
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ment based on Scripture to be published
officially in the orggns of the Church as
the policy of the YAmerican Lutheran
Church in this matter. The pastors fur-
ther recommended that the Program and
Policy Council of the Church take steps
to make this the pfficial policy of the
Church, and that tﬁis policy become the
core of the educational program of the
pastor in the local congregation.

The pastors meeting in Detroit had
this to say about congregations relocat-
ing: “We go on r‘ﬁzrd as discouraging
any practice of rel$cating except under
the extreme and exceptional condition of
a lack of a field where the Means of
Grace can be administered to souls lost
in sin.” Be it resolﬁed, said the pastors,
“that we look with disfavor upon the
abandonment of changing areas by ex-
isting congregations; that we urge the
adoption of an ‘open door’ policy by such
congregations, and that the congrega-
tions in such situations be given as-
sistance by the district mission treasury,
if necessary, and the guidance of the
leaders of the Church at large.”

No Heavy Subsidy Necessary

In response to the question, “Must we
assume that the solution of the inter-
racial community involves extremely
heavy subsidy and establishing social
service activity?” the Detroit Conference
agreed: “We do not assume that the so-
lution to serving the interracial com-
munity involves extremely heavy sub-
sidy, but when there is true mission
work, there we have mission money.
Each such individual case must be con-
sidered separately, in consultation with
the evangelism committee and the wel-
fare agencies. It must be remembered
that social service is for individuals with
problems, and not for congregations with
problems.

“Therefore, we recommend that in r.
case may such subsidy continue beyoni
assistance to the congregation in the ors
fundamental program of saving scul:
from sin, in doing the true mission wort
of the church.”

Schuh, Empie, and Yochum
Highlight Wisconsin Meeting

Pastors and delegates attending tke
25th annual convention of the Wisconsin
District of the ALC were treated to zd-
dresses by three Lutheran leaders. Tkhe
convention was held May 9-12 at Pezce
Lutheran church, Oshkosh, (Pastor M.
David Fetter). District President Theo-
dore A. Ohlrogge preached the sermon
at the opening Communion service on
May 9.

The first highlight of the convention
business sessions came in the report of
Dr. Henry F. Schuh, general president
of the American Lutheran Church. Iz
reporting on “The State of the Church”
Dr. Schuh commented on the joy in the
Church over the fact that the Church
Advance was raised in 1954, and that
this same spirit is being reflected in the
1955 benevolence giving of congrega-
tions. He also reported that the Board
of Foreign Missions of the American
Lutheran Church is investigating enter-
ing a new field of work, perhaps i
Africa. Dr. Schuh also reported at length
on merger negotiations.

Dr. Empie Reports

The second highlight of the conven-
tion came on Wednesday morning when
Dr. Paul Empie, executive director of
the National Lutheran Council, ad-
dressed the assembly. Dr. Empie re
ported on conditions among fellow Lu-
therans throughout the world. He
stressed the fact that, while Lutheran
World Action was begun during World
War II as a temporary measure, Lu-
therans in the United States have come
to realize that it must be a permanent

- =

Pidu_red at _fhe speakers’ table at the twenty-fifth anniversary banquet of the Wis-
consin District are, |. to r.: Pastor Eugene Leschensky, secretary; District Presiden!
Ohlrogge; Dr. Harold Yochum, who was the speaker; and Host Pastor M. David Fetter
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ram. Dr. Empie pointed out that

pIog >
T utheran World Action has shown Lu-
.rerans in America what can be done

.hrough such a cooperative endeavor.

In tracing his journeys all over the
world Dr. Empie gave special praise to
¢ Batak Church in Thailand where
Communism is trying to gain control.
He pointed out the obstacles facing Lu-
kerans of Eastern Europe in training
cergymen and teachers. So impressed
cere the delegates that they rose to
ireir feet as a body when Dr. Empie con-
Juded his report.

Yochum Speaks at Banquet

A third highlight was the 25th anni-
cersary banquet on Wednesday evening
of the convention. Dr. Harold L.
Yochum, president of Capital Univer-
«ity, was the speaker. He spoke on the
kird of members the Church wants to
carry on its work. Some 225 persons
sttended the banquet.

A brief historical sketch of the Wis-
consin District was presented by Dr. W.
H. Behrens, former district president.
In both a humorous and a serious vein
e related some of the events that took
place in the district in the years follow-
ing the formation of the ALC in 1930.

Other high points of the convention
included a report of Dr. R. Dale Lech-
leitner, executive secretary of the Board
of American Missions, who told of plans
for establishing more package missions
throughout the country. A paper on
Christian stewardship by Dr. Alfred
Ewald, president of the Minnesota Dis-
trict, was favorably received.

A resolution presented by the Social
Action Committee of the district to the
efect that an annual appeal for funds
be conducted throughout the district in
behalf of the institutions of mercy in
Wiseonsin resulted in a referral of the
entire Teport of the committee to the
pastoral conferences of the distriet for
study. —H. A. FLESSNER.

lllinois District Convention

Hears Doctrinal Discussions

The day of doctrinal papers at district
-onventions is not over if the convention
of the Illinois District, held May 10-13
2 St. John chureh, Peoria, Ill,, is at all

cal.
m;District President A. W. Engelbrecht
preached on sConscience and the Minis-

iry of the Church” at the opening Com-
munjon service. He declared that the
church is not only “a preaching station”
but that it should serve as “the con-
seience of the community.”

Pastor M. L. Bischoff presented a pa-
per on “The Lutheran Doctrine of Hell.”
The convention resolved to have this
paper mimeographed a nd distributed
among the pastors and the delegates.

Two lectures on stewardship were
given by Prof. August Engelbrecht of
Warthurg Seminary. In his first lecture
on “Motivation of Old Testament Giv-
ing” the speaker declared that this mo-
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Shown
of the ALC; Rev. W. E. Bartell, host pastor; and District President A. W, Engelbrecht

tivation arises “out of the believer’s
attitude to God as Savior,” and that our
approach to the First Article of the
Creed (to God as Creator) must arise
out of the Second Article (God as Re-
deemer). In his second lecture, “The
Collection of the Saints,” Prof. Engel-
brecht called Paul the “first stewardship
secretary” and further stated that
4stewardship and the raising of money
played an important role in the life of
tue apostolic church and of St. Pau >

The American Lutheran Church of-
fices were represented by Dr. Henry F.
Schuh, who spoke on “The State of the
Church,” and Dr. George Schultz, di-
rector of Stewardship and Finance. In
addition to representing his department,
Dr. Schultz also spoke at the Thursday
evening fellowship banquet at which he
portrayed the history and the progress
of the American Lutheran Church dur-
ing the past quarter of a century.

In the presentation of other causes of
the Church Mr. Carl Lash, superin-
tendent of the Wernle Home, Richmond,
Ind.; Mr. R. A. Gustafson of the Lu-
theran Home Fin#ng Society in Chi-
cago; and Pastor L. A. Stumme of the
Lutheran Homes, Muscatine, Towa, pre-
sented the work of charities. Mr, Norman
Fintel represented Wartburg College,
and Dr. Paul Bierstedt of the NLC Di-
vision of Student Service and Pastor
Roger Gobbel, pastor to Lutheran stu-
dents at the University of Illinois, spoke
in behalf of student service.

$2,500 from the Brotherhood

The organizations of the district, the
Luther League, the WMF, and the
Brotherhood were Tepresented by their
respective presidents. In behalf of the
district Brotherhood President Luther
Steinmeyer presented a $1,500 check to
Grace Lutheran Church in St. Anne and

i et

attending the lllinois District convention are Dr. Henry F. Schuh, president

a $1,000 check to the Lutheran Homes,
Muscatine. The Brotherhood also sup-
ports the Theological Student Aid Fund
of the district and has given assistance
to the East Bay Bible Camp.

In respect to missions it was reported
that the Illinois District is the first dis-
trict in which all nonpackage missions
have become self-supporting. The last
five such missions to assume self-support
during the year are St. Matthew, Ur-
bana; Faith, Indianapolis; Chancy, Clin-
ton, Ia.; American, Kankakee; and
Christ, Palatine. Services are now being
held in Bluffton, Indiana, and the Worth
and Alsip areas near Chicago are being
surveyed.

The convention also voted to have the
Stewardship Committee inaugurate the
“Ambassadors for Christ” program in
the district by the fall of 1955. Each
congregation was called upon to hold a
Bible Study Week and/or a spiritual life
mission each year.

One hundred thirteen pastors, 2 chap-
lains, 1 retired pastor, 1 parochial
school teacher, and 95 lay delegates at-
tended the convention. Next year's con-
vention will be held in Zion church, Clin-
ton, Towa. —ROBERT SPENN.

Australian Lutherans Reach
Stalemate in Union Talks

The Unite d EVBng“CBl Lutheran
Church in Australia and the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church of Australia have
reached a stalemate in their negotiations
toward merger.

Doctrinal agreement was reached by
the groups two years ago, but conversa-
tions have bogged down because of con-
flicting views on practical issues, par-
ticularly the question of the UELCA’s
membership in the Lutheran World Fed-
eration.
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NEWS

Chaplains of the American Lutheran Church found them
who was recently promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.
men at Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyoming.
J. Pierce, chief of staff of the Far East Air Force Hea
foreign secretary of the American Bible Society. Says Chaplain Propst:
cellent job of providing Scriptures for the military in the Far East.”

selves in the news recently. Seen at left is Chaplain Alfred P. Pjetrek.
He is administering the Lutheran rite of confirmation to two service-
At right, Chaplain (Col.) Cecil L. Propst (center) and Brig. Gen. Arthur
dquarters, welcome a visitor to the Far East. He is Dr. Laton E. Holmgren,
“The American Bible Society has done an ex-
Propst has been in the service since 1940

Hungarian Lutherans Plan
Entirely New Hymnbook

Lutherans in Hungary will have a
new hymnary, according to Hungarian
Church News published in Budapest. A
General Council of the Lutheran Church

Dakota
Lakodia Bible Camp (Lake Byron)
June 20-24, $11.

Registrar: Rev, Martin Obst, Lane,
S. D.

Summer Institutes to Offer

Course for League Sponsors

A course entitled “Effective Youth
Work"” will be offered for Luther league
sponsors at the district church workers' |

institutes this summer. This course aims
to give the Luther league sponsor a bet-
ter understanding of youth and youth's
problems and to assist the sponsors in
planning youth programs and activities.
The ten-hour course will be given in two-
hour periods on each of the five days of
the institutes. On the final day the in-
formation given and studies made dur-
ing the first four days will be brought
together in a workshop and a demon-
stration on league planning. The last
hour of the course will outline the prin-
ciples that should be followed in ewvalu-
ating Luther league meetings and youth
activities.

This course will be offered at seven
church workers’ institutes ang taugh:
by various pastors, as follows:

Texas, June b5-10. Pastor Alfred W
Doerfler.
Mid-West, June 26-July 1. Pastor ET

Top Theologians to Lecture
At Luther Academy Next Month

Prominent theologians from the United
States and Europe will present lectures
at the 17th Luther Academy, oldest Lu-
theran pastors’ institute in America,
July 12-21 at Wartburg Seminary, Du-
buque, Iowa. According to Dr. William
D. Streng, dean of the academy and
professor of Christian education at
Wartburg Seminary, advance registra-
tions already exceed those of last year
when attendance reached an all-time
high of 203.

Europeans who will appear are Dr.
Gunnar Hillerdal of Lund, Sweden; Dr.
Jan Willem Kooiman of Amsterdam,
Holland; Dr. Kurt-Dietrich Schmidt of
Hamburg, Germany; and Bishop Bjarne
Skard of Levanger, Norway. These four
men will speak on “The Holiness of

approved the publication of a hymnary
consisting of about 300 sacred songs
from the presently used Transdanubian
Hymnary and 100 new hymns, the re-
port said.

The new hymnary is the result of
seven months of preparatory work by a
commission headed by Senior Vilmos
Gyongyosi, it added. The Transdanubian
Hymnary, used since 1910, contained
hymns “which have been in disuse for
decades or are theologically objectionable
from the viewpoint of the clear teaching
of our Church,” Senior Gyongyosi told
the council, the Church News reported.

Youth Department Announces

Bible Camp Directory Changes

The Youth Department of the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church has announced the

i iti ions in the Church,” “The Apostolicity of the win F. Janssen.
following® adéit ere i carpechons e Church,” “The Catholicity of the Church,” Tri-District, June 27-July 1. Pasto:
the Bible camp directory published in d “Th g Ch \
the May 28 issue of the LUTHERaN 37 he Bible and the Church. Robert Blacka. .
STANDARD : American speakers will be Dr. Alvin California, July 10-15. Pastor Kennet!
T - Teras Rogness, “The Unity of the Church”; Priebe.

: . Dr. Bernhard Christensen, “Four Para. Northwestern, July 17-22, Pas<t o:

Registrar at the Fredericksburg Fed-  goxes of the Life in Christ”; Dr. Martin Priebe.

eration camp is Miss Carolyn Dearing, J. Heinecken, “Kierkegaard and The. Wisconsin, July 17-22. Pastor Elme:
Route 3, Fredericksburg, Texas.

Registrar at the Gulf Coast Federa-
tion camp is Miss Adelaide Heider, Or-
ange Grove, Texas. June 5-10. $15.

Registrar at the Yorktown Federation
camp is Miss Joan Raab, R. R. 1, Runge,
Texas. June 12-15. 10.

6

ology Today”; Dr. T. F. Gullixson,
“Strength in Christian Unity”; Dr. Paul
Leo, “Revelation and History”: Louis P.
Loc_hner, “The Church and Journalism”;
Keith Wentz, “The Church and Labor”;

and Dr. Henry P, Wind, “Spiri
Therans Ty ; piritual

Christiansen,

Minnesota, August 7-12. Pastor Chri~
tiansen.

Local pastors will be able to suppls
information as to the place of these in
stitutes and the cost entailed in attend
ing them.

Lutheran Standard



——

BROTHERHOOD BEAMS
By C. L. Nolte

[ EXECUTIVE BUARD of the Brother-

i of the ALC will hold its next meet-

- on June 18 and 19 at the Maryland

-.zel. Chicago. Dr. Henry F. Schuh,

_<.ient of the American Lutheran

cren. will attend on June 18. The Ex-

_ -ve Committee will meet on the eve-
-~ of June 17 at the same place.

't BRoTHERHO0D of the Minnesota
~-rict will hold its spring retreat on
< _rday and Sunday, June 11 and 12,
\rmerican Lutheran Memorial Camp,
.12, Minn. A fine program featuring

7 and relaxation has been arranged
.r the direction of President Marion

.oley.

Tuc BRoTHERHOODS of the Chicago
Lea, Walter H. Klein, president, held
-teir spring meeting in the parish hall
¢ Trinity Lutheran church, QOak Lawn,
1. Rev. S. M. Becker, host pastor, gave
sn inspiring address on the fourfold
plan of the Brotherhood. The sale of
Christmas seals for Grace Lutheran
Sanatorium, San Antonio, Tex., is one
of the area projects. In 1954 sales
amounted to $1,925.85.

THE LUTHERAN interchurch bowling
league of Chicago, composed of 16 teams
representing churches of the Missouri
Synod, United Lutheran Church, and
American Lutheran Church, recently
completed its 34th season. The team
representing Zion Lutheran Church, cap-
tained by L. F. Steinmeyer, president of
the Illinois District Brotherhood, won
the championship, and the team from
Grace Lutheran Church finished second.

ABOUT PEOPLE

Dr. William E. Hulme (ALC), who re-
cently accepted a call to be professor of
pastoral counseling at Wartburg Semi-
rary, Dubuque, Iowa, will be among the
featured speakers at the Jamestown
(N.D.) College Convocation, June 16-18.
\ore than 53 colleges and universities
from all sections of the nation will send
Jelegates to the convocation to consider
‘he theme, “Toward a Christian Philoso-

phy of Education.”

Dr. Taito A. Kantonen, professor of
«y=tematic theology at Hamma Divinity
<ehool (ULCA), Springfield, Ohio, has
-ecn given an honorary Doctor of The-
logy degrce by the University of Hel-
- rki. He is the first American to be
v, honored by Lutheran Finland.

AMONG THE CHURCHES

Capac, Michigan . . . Dedication serv-
s for a new $75,000 parish hall were
‘211 on May 15 by St. John Lutheran
urch, Capae, (Pastor Bruno Brueck-
*er). Guest speakers were Distriet
President Norman A. Menter and Pastor
W. F. Sund of Dearborn, Mich.,, who

June 11, 1955

served the Capac congregation from
1926 to 1935.
The new one-story building, 70 by

100 feet, includes an auditoriom with 2
seating capacity of 450, a large, well-
lighted stage, an office, 15 Sunday school
classrooms (one specially equipped for
confirmation instruction), a modern
kitchen, and restrooms. The parish hall
is connected with the church by 2
breezeway.

The afterncon service was highlighted
by a confirmation reunion of all mem-
bers confirmed in St. John chureh since
its organization in 1378. More than 250
persons were present. Other special cele-
brations during the following week in-
cluded an organizational meeting, 2
community night, Ascension Day serv-
ices, and a play, “Summer Rash,” pre-
sented on the new stage by the Luther
league.

AMONG THE DISTRICTS
DAKOTA . ..

ST. JoHN CONGREGATION, Verona, N.
D., (Pastor Marvin J. Goll) celebrated
its 50th anniversary on May 15. Speak-
ers were Pastor T. K. Herbener of
Oconomowoe, Wis., who served St. John
Church from 1925 to 1932; Dr. George
Landgrebe, Dakota District president;
and Pastor Walter Hummel of Tower
City, N. D., a son of the congregation.
To celebrate the occasion the congrega-
tion purchased a two-manual Allen elec-
tronic organ; the Sunday school and the
Ladies’ Aid a complete set of altar hang-
ings; and the Luther league an organ
cover.

ST. ANDREW CHURCH, Zeeland, N. D.
(Pastor John E. Hoyer), recently dedi-
cated a new Hammond organ. Pastor
Fred Heupel was the guest speaker, and
Mr. Art Ottenbach was the guest organ-
ist. A recently formed parish choir of-
fered various numbers.

- PP

OHIO . ..

Maeriv LCTHER (HiRCH "
Ohio, (Fastor A. H. Elfers) celebrazed
its nijth anniversar, M :‘-:

a3 guest speaker.
a former pastor. :
ner followed with

Cleveland, speaking on i
in Cleveland. A special annivers
ect was the laying of a ¢

the chureh basement znd the rebuildi
of the washroomas. o

Goop HopeE CHURCH, Bueyr
held a surprise celebration
anniversary of the ordination of
tor, Rev. E. J. Katterhenrich, and
25th wedding anniversary of Pastor and
Mrs. Katterhenrich on May 22. Dr. Nor-
man Menter, president of the Michigan
District, was guest speaker. A reception
was held in the afternoon. _

ELEVEN CHILDREN of the kindergarten
of St. Paul Church, Columbus, Ohio,
(Pastor John O. Lang) were baptized
during a special service on Ascension
Day. The children, age 9 months to 12
years, were brought to baptism through
the kindergarten. “It was found that
three of the kindergarten children were
not baptized,” Pastor Lang said. “After
the lesson on baptism they urged their
parents to have them baptized. By the
time we had all the brothers and sisters
of these three unbaptized kindergarten
children and a sister of another pupil
ﬂrﬁady baptized, the number grew to

MRs. EMMA STUDIER, a member of St.
Paul Church, Columbus, died on May 12.
She was the daughter of Pastor and
Mrs. John Graening and was married to
Mr. A. G. Studier when he was a pa-
rochial school teacher at her father’'s
parish in Maxfield near Waverly, lowa.
She was in charge of the New Guinea

—lt Fi e

- R T e

This new parish hall was dedicated last month by St. John Church, Capac, Michigan
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NEWS

Christmas Cheer Boxes from 1918 to
1932, and her home was the first sending
station for these boxes. The funeral
service was conducted in St. Paul church
by Pastor John O. Lang. Additional
services were held in Waverly where she
was taken for burial.

ST. PAUL CONGREGATION, Ironton,
Ohio, (Pastor E. A. Kahle) rededicated
its church interior on May 1. The walls
were decorated in three colors of pastel
shade. Repointing of the brick on the
outside of the church will be completed
during the summer.

EASTERN . . .

SoutH MiaMi (Fla.)) Lutheran
Church, (Pastor Ernest Albrecht) has
decided to sell its property and purchase
five acres about a mile and a half from
the present location. The new site will
be in a residential rather than a business
district and will be a better location for
serving the membership,

CHRIST CHURCH, North Miami, Fla.,
(Pastor A. E. Gysan) plans to build a
new church as soon as existing debts
are paid off. So far $85,000 in pledges
have been received.

MESSIAH CHURCH, Alexandria, Va.,
(Pastor Paul G. Disbro) recently broke
ground for a new church.

GROUND-BREAKING for a mnew parish
house was held on May 15 by Grace
Church, Washington, D.C., (Pastor J.
Victor Murtland).

GRACE CHURCH, South Miami, Fla.,
(Pastor Albert Schmidt) has completed
and paid for an education addition,
which includes 10 classrooms and two
washrooms. Volunteer labor held the cost
to $7,500.

DepicATioON SERVICES for the new
£350,000 Zion church, Brentwood, Pitts-
burgh, Pa., (Pastor O. H. Boening) will
be delayed from Labor Day to about
Thanksgiving as a result of a fire t!mh
broke out early last month, _causing
about $5,000 damage and delaying con-
struction. The fire started when a ciga-
rette ignited excelsior in which Indiana
limestone was crated.

A NEW BALDWIN eleclrrmi; organ }3.1\-
been purchased by Sheridan Drive
Church, Eggertsville, N. Y., (Pastor Jay
D. Stratton). The purchase was made
possible by a generous gift from ?\\'o
men of a near-hy Lutheran congregation.

SoME 50 PROTESTANT and Jewish cler-
gymen of the Rochester, N.Y., area par-
ticipated in a clinic May 2-13 arranged
by Chaplain A. R. Horn of the Lutheran
Inner Mission Society of Rochester. The
program featured lectures by doctors,
clergymen, social workers, psychiatrists,
and other workers in the field of health.

PrLaxs For a $1,500 addition to Our
Savior church, Patchogue, N. Y., (Pas-
tor G. K. Schwartzfager) have been

8

The president and all four past presidents of the California District were present
at the recent district convention. From left to right they are: President Walter H.
Hellman, Rev. Konrad Koosmann of West Covina, Rev. Ray Kibler, Sr., of San
Diego, Rev. George H. Schuster of Vista, and Rey. C. H. S. Hunziker of Stockton

approved by the congregation. Construc-
tion will begin soon,

Pastor HErRMAN D. FUDGE has ac-
cepted a call to St. John Lutheran
Church, Philadelphia, and been dismissed
from the Eastern District to the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Ministerium of Penn-
sylvania, ULCA.

HoLy TRINITY Congregation, Sinclair
Lane, Baltimore, Md., broke ground for
a new church on May 16. Pastor W. F.
Knauff is in charge of this new mission.

CLEVELAND HiLL Congregation, Buf-
falo, N. Y., dedicated a new church on
May 1b6. District President H. C. Oster-
man was in charge of the dedication and
preached the sermon.

PASTOR J. ADRIAN PFEIFFER of St.
James Church, Washington, D. C., was
honored on May 15 at a special service
in commemoration of the 25th anniver-
sary of his ordination. Members of his
first parish—St. James Church, Rock-
dale, Md.—joined wifh St. James Con-
gregation to hear a special sermon by
Dr. Carl G. Wolf, pastor emeritus of
Grace Church, Baltimore, who now lives
in Washington. A scroll was presented
to Pastor Pfeiffer. At a testimonial din-
ner following the service Pastor and
Mrs. Pfeiffer received a cash gift and a
pair of silver candelabra. Pastor Pfeiffer

has served the Washington congregation
for 20 years,

CALIFORNIA . &

SIX YEARS after its dedication the Sun-
day school building of Christ Church,
Monterey Park, is entirely paid for. Pas-
tor_ Roland Wiederanders, Parish Edu-
cation Chairman Glenn Hubbard, and

e 5 N

Sunday School Superintendent Lloyd
McLaughlin are working out plans for
a mortgage-burning celebration.

Los Artos CHURCH, Los Altos, a year-
old mission under the guidance of Pastor
A. K. Woelber, will soon break ground
for a new chapel and Sunday school unit.
Every child in the Sunday school has
been invited to bring a shovel to turn a
spadeful of dirt.

GROUND HAS BEEN BROKEN for a new
$9,000 social and education wunit by
Faith Church, Marysville. Pastor Law-
rence Reyelts said the unit will contain
six classrooms separated by modern-fold
doors, office space for both pastor and
office help, and a choir rehearsal and
robing room. Most of the construction
will be done by volunteer labor. Faith
Church has also engaged four students
from Pacific Lutheran College who will
serve the congregation as “parish build-
ers” for three weeks during the sum-
mer. They will help in the fields of
evangelism and parish education.

CENTRAL . . .

St. JouN CHURCH, Beatrice, Neb.,
(Pastor John F. Streng) observed its
75th anniversary with special services
on May 15. District President E. G.
Fritschel preached the anniversary ser-
mon, and Pastor Thomas Damrow of
Rio Linda, Calif., a son of the congre-
gation, preached in the afternoon.
Pioneer days were recalled by Henry
Brandt, Sr., son of one of the early set-
tlers, and by Pastor F. H. Vetter, who
led the eongregation from 1919 to 1932.
Greetings were brought by Governor
Victor Anderson of Nebraska, Mayor
Allan Davison of Beatrice, and a1 num-

(More on page 1)
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ON MAKING HISTORY

By CARL F. MAU, Jr.

the postwar history of Germany

began. These ten years have wit-
ressed a struggle through untold
.ragedies and hardships that is prob-
.uly as great as any similar struggle
in the history of mankind. All of us
. ave read some of the chapters in the
history of that recent struggle. Many
f them will still need to be finished,
.nd a number of new ones will still
pe written.

But vou and I have been very inti-
mately involved in a number of the
chapters. In fact, we have helped and
are still helping to write them . . .
through Lutheran World Action, Lu-
theran World Relief, and the All-Lu-
theran Food Appeal.

Maybe we haven’t often thought of
it in just this way . .. that by giving
a gift in a church offering or respond-
ing to a clothing or food appeal we've
been “making history” . .. thousands
of miles away.

Ir's JUST ABOUT ten years ago that

AKE THE SERIES of chapters on

homeless, suffering refugees . . .
those are chapters which we have
probably heard the most about. In
postwar Germany there were at one
time about 14 million refugees. Some
who may be reading this belong to
that group. There are still about 10
million refugees in Western Germany.
The early pages of that chapter were
particularly grim . . no food, mo
clothing, no home, no hope. And you
helped to write the pages that meant
clothes for millions, food for hundreds
of thousands, homes for thousands.
With vour gifts of money and kind
vou've given new hope. You’ve helped
to create jobs; you've fed thousands
of children, clothed them, sent them
+5 schools, built workshops for them,
raught them mnew skills.

In helping to rebuild churches, sup-
port pastors, provide religious litera-
.re, assist all kinds of institutions
vou helped them to rebuild on solid
‘oundations, you've visited them in
their loneliness and ministered to
‘hem in their sickness.

In some way or other, to a larger
or smaller degree, you have helped to
change the lives of many millions of
people.

Pastor Mau, a member of the
American Lutheran Church, is the
representative of the Lutheran World
Federation's Department of World
Service to the Church of Hannover in
Germany.
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That's what we mean by making
history!

It’'s a history “written by many
hands . . . extended 'round the world.
The German Church has had many
partners . . . but has written and
continues to write the major portion
of this history here in Germany. Your
gifts and mine continue to strengthen
its hand, but ever since the first dark
days after the war German gifts for
the overwhelming need have exceeded
all the gifts frofn all corners of the
world. Hence it's also been a dramatic
history of helping many to help them-
selves. "

ONE OF THE NEWEST chapters being

written under the general head-
ing of interchurch aid may not be
quite as obvious. Yet it could be of as
great a significance as were a number
of the other thrilling chapters.

St. Paul put it something like this
to his congregation in Corinth when
he wrote a whole chapter (IT Co-
rinthians 9) to explain the effects
their giving for the needy church in
Jerusalem was having: He said that
through your gifts you have not only
met overwhelming need, but you are
also helping fellow Christians give
thanks to God! (Look at the section
in a modern translation.)

That is happening again today. And
it may, God willing, be making church
history. German churches (and oth-
ers, too!) have been asking us to in-

terpret what motivation has stood be-
hind the many gifts that have come
in time of great need. Why are mil-
puni olf pcohple, not known to us, will-
ing to lay their gifts upon the altar
God? What is this bulsiness oz;lt:tle:—t:
i}l‘dShiI’- not only of material bless-
ings, but of time and talents? Hu.w
can we, often weighed down by old
state-church traditions, become alive
again with this spirit? These are the
guestions the German people are ask-
ing.

You are supporting two pastors in
Germany who are helping the German
Church to find answers to some of
these questions and to develop meth-
ods adjusted to the German situation
to put the answers into practice. Four
large territorial church bodies have
for the first time in their 400-year
history as Lutheran Churches estab-
lished departments of stewardship
and evangelism (Hannover, Schleswig-
Holstein, Braunschweig, and Ba-
varia). A number of others are in the
process. The movement is also spread-
ing to Lutheran Churches in Scan-
dinavia.

You are helping to print tracts and
booklets on stewardship and evange-
lism. You are helping to sponsor con-
ferences with pastors and laymen.
You've assisted in the training of
over 400 lay visitors who each day
are calling on the unchurched. And
many more such visitors are being
trained.

The German church is still facing
terrible needs, especially behind the
iron curtain. Here west German
churches are pouring ever-increasing
assistance as long as any doors are
open to do so. And yet this church has
become the second largest giving

(More on page 11)

Lutheran churches abroad are learning about American stewardship and evange-
lism at conferences of pastors and laymen. Here Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothenburg
Sweden, discusses plans for a conference in his diocese with Pastor Carl Mau (I.i
and Dr. David Ostergren (r.), the LWF's representative in Great Britain. NLC photo
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This group of lay evangelists in Epiphany Church, Toledo, has outstanding record in making calls (Pastor Kempfer at left)

At Epipbany Lutheran Church, Toledo, Obio

where member;bt’p growth bas been substantial

The Secret: Lay Evangelism

HAVE BEEN so busy working on
I evangelism that I hardly have

time to write about it. Vicar
Wenger, who has been with us since
last June, has made many calls. Three
weeks ago a group of lay people, i.e.,
our Evangelism Committee, or as we
call it, the Church Life and Growth
Committee, met. After receiving some
instruction and viewing the film
“Workers Together with God” they
were assigned calls and sent out. They
made 136 calls. Last night we had 67
in our adult class for instruction. We
meet on Sunday evenings from 6 to
7:30, for 11 or 12 weeks.

I hardly know where to begin to tell
the story of evangelism here. We do
not forget this is the Lord’s work. The
Holy Spirit has been at work. We
sow the seed. The Lord brings forth
the harvest. The results show that it
was not man’s work.

Our people are alert to evangelism.
They invite, bring, or report new fam-
ilies in the community. They witness
in their work and groups. Epiphany
has for years had an active evange-
lism group. Every year Luther

10

By Ernest H. Kempfer

This is 2 companion article to one
published in the “Lutheran Stand-
ard” for April 30 about the evan-
gelism program of St. John Luther-
an Church, San Antonio, which had
the highest gross gain in confirmed
membership in the ALC last year,
Epiphany Church, Toledo, was sec-
ond highest. Answering an inquiry
from Pastor Hoesman, ALC direc-
tor of evangelism, as to their local
program, Pastor Ernst H. Kempfer
wrote a very informative letter,
which is herewith reprinted,

leaguers have canvassed certain areas.
Selected and instructed, they are sent
out tx-vo by two. They have left an im-
pression on some of the people, for
some have said that when young peo-
ple go out to talk of Christ and the
church, that is different. Some of
these young people went back to the
homes the second time with literature
and tracts because they were invited
back. ’

We have an individual who has
made calls since he hecame a member

by adult instruction 17 years ago. I
know of at least 50 people he has
brought into the church. Another
young man who came in by adult in-
struction several years ago made .45
calls in six weeks. His work was to
follow up new members and get them
actively into the church work and
fellowship.

In 1954 lay members made between
350 and 400 calls. Last year one group
of 47 people were brought in by the
lay people. Because we were complet-
ing a new church edifice and because
of the other pastoral work the minis-
ter was unable to call on the people on
the responsibility list. The lay people
or the evangelism group took this re-
sponsibility entirely.

Of our 266 total gain for 19514, 55
persons were received by adult bap-
tism, 40 were children who were con-
firmed. Of the other 171 adults re-
ceived, 34 were from other Protestant
faiths, 18 former Roman Catholics, 42
by transfers, and 77 entirely un-
churched. Some from other faiths
were inactive in their churches. Our
losses were not great. Practically all
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gvery year Luther leaguers of Epiphany

our people are homeowners. We trans-
ferred 26 to other Lutheran churches,
six became inactive, seven went to
sther denominations, six were lost by
death, and eight left without letter.

Emphasize Child Evangelism

Child evangelism has played an im-
portant part here. Many children have
testified of Christ to their parents by
means of their Sunday school lessons.
Many unchurched parents have spoken
about the good instruction their chil-
dren receive in Sunday school. We
use the Uniform and the Christian
Growth series. Our average attend-
ance has been 746, with an enroll-
ment of 888, not counting the cradle
roll.

We have been instructing our chil-
dren in evangelism as well as in other
work of the church. Our assembly
rooms are so equipped that we can
vse visual education. We use much of
the fine visual aid helps. Our Sunday
school time is from 9 to 10:15. Those
extra 15 minutes mean so much in
teaching. We showed the film “Work-
ers Together with God” in Sunday
school, and, believe me, some of the
unchurched parents heard about that
ane from their children.

Maintain Christian Kindergarten

Another help has been the cradle
roll. The letters and the cards going
to the parents have been a way of
sowing seed. Then there is the Chris-
tian day kindergarten under the su-
pervision of our parish worker, Miss
Eiseman. We have 113 five-year-old
children and four teachers. This has
heen a reminder to the people of the
community that the church is here to
serve,

We dedicated our new church build-
ing in January, 1954. Our facilities,
with the large parking lot, have at-
tracted the attention of the people in
the community.

There is the printed work by means
of tracts. Many books and tracts have
been given to nonchurch people. Cop-
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Church canvass areas near the church

ies of What Lutherans Believe have
been given out by the dozens. This has
often opened the door for pastor or
lay visitor.

Summing it up, it has been lay
evangelism, both of adults and the
children. —A. H. KEMPFER.

“The RSV as the Living Word”

“Prevent” and “'Precede”

By Luther A. Weigle

HE WORD “prevent” is used fifteen

times in the King James Version
of the Old Testament and twice in the
New Testament, but always in the
now obsolete sense of go before, antic-
ipate, or precede (a meaning imme-
diately derived from the Latin prae,
before, plus venire, to come). When
the Psalmist says (119:147), “I pre-
vented the dawning of the morning,”
the present-day reader of the King
James Version is mystified. He may
then consult the Revised Version of
1901, where he will read, “I antici-
pated the dawning of the morning,”’—
by which he will probably understand
that the writer eagerly looked for-
ward to the dawn. The Revised Stand-
ard Version expresses the meaning of
the Hebrew clearly, “I rise before
dawn.” This is a part of the descrip-
tion of the devotional habits of a
pious Hebrew who rises before the
dawn to begin the day with medita-
tion and prayer. In the following
verse (v. 148), “Mine eyes prevent
the night watches” is now translated,
“My eyes are awake before the
watches of the night.”

When Peter came to Jesus to report
that they were asked to pay the half-
shekel tax (Matthew 17:25), the King
James Version says that Jesus ‘“pre-
vented him.” That does not mean that
he kept Peter from speaking; it means
simply that Jesus spoke to him first.
When Paul tells the Thessalonians,
anxious to know what will happen on

th‘e last great day, that “we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which
iare aslec_ep" (I Thessalonians 4 115
KJ), he is not thinking of a posqibl(:
attempt to keep the dead in {heiI:
tombs; he is saying simply that those
who are alive will not precede t}lle
dead to the triumphant meeting with
the Lord.

In the other cases the Revi
Standard Version replaces “pre\"(lns::fi'
with “meet” (Psalm 21:3; 59:10;
Isaiah 21:14; Amos 9:10), “come to
meet” (Job 30:27; Psalm 79:8),
“come before” (Psalm 88:13), “come
upon” (II Samuel 22:19 = Psalm
18:18), “confront” (II Samuel 22:6=
Psalm 18:5), ‘‘receive” (Job 3:12),
“has given to” (Job 41:11). The He-
brew word thus translated is gadam,
the basic idea of which is to come or
be in front or beforehand. The appro-
priate English word, therefore, de-
pends upon the context. The King
James Version translated gadam, in
eleven other instances, by ‘‘meet,”
“come before,” ‘‘go before,” *disap-
point,” and ‘“before.” I shall send a
list of these instances, with chapter
and verse numbers, to anyone who
requests it.

ON MAKING HISTORY

(From page 9)

church, joining you in the writing of
history all over the world through
your Lutheran World Federation.

HAT'S THE KIND of history you

have been making every time your
love and your gratitude to God have
moved you to lay a gift in the offering
plate of your congregation. To de-
scribe that history adequately would
take volumes!

But lest there be some misunder-
standing of our ability to “make his-
tory,” let’s make one thing clear. All
this is God ‘“making history”’—and
using us as His agents! That's the
thrilling part about it.

And at the end of history He’ll call
those who through His grace were His
“history makers” and say: “Come, ye
blessed of My Father, and inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: For I was
an hungered, and ye gave Me meat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink:
I was a stranger, and ye took Me in:
naked, and ye clothed Me: I was sick,
and ye visited Me: I was in prison
and ye came unto Me” And He
would certainly add, in our context.
“In doing this ‘unto Me’ you've helped
Me to make the kind of history that
will be counted when all history is at
an end.”
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Pittsburgh Plants a Package

Some laymen saw a community budding
and they helped it grow with a church

By BYRON MARSH

in a school atop one of the hills
surrounding Pittsburgh, Pa., a
church was born. It was an inspira-
tional event at which 88 persons be-
. came the first charter members of the
new congregation.
‘ The story goes back more than a
year to the time when a group of ac-
tive laymen from Emmanuel Lutheran
Church of East Pittsburgh noticed a
building project beginning atop a
geries of near-by hills. These laymen
discovered that here was to be a new
community of mnearly 700 families,
which was to become the home of
some of Emmanuel Congregation’s
own members. Immediately the prob-
lem of a church arose. They went to
seek help from their pastor, Adolph
Kammrath. They also called on Dr.
H. C. Osterman, president of the
Eastern District, for his advice and
help. They enlisted the help of the
Pittsburgh City Mission Society, and
very soon they found themselves can-
vassing the area for prospective mem-
bers of a yet nonexistent church.
There were many problems to face.
' Some of the families moving into the
| area were Jewish. Many others
showed no interest in any church.
Most were borrowing money to pur-
chase new homes and felt that to
build a church would be hard. Yet the
small group continued to work. In Oc-
tober, 1953, a Sunday school was or-
ganized to meet in the offices of the
company which was developing the
area. Fred Kubli, Jr., one of the men
from East Pittsburgh, became super-
intendent. Some of the teachers were
recruited from the area while others
came from the East Pittsburgh con-
gregation. The Sunday school met
with such success that the group de-
cided to arrange for church services.
| Since no pastor was available, serv-
| jces were scheduled for Sunday eve-
nings, and pastors in the Pittsburgh
area alternated in serving the new
group. But it was soon discovered
that Sunday evening services would
not be sufficient. Sometimes only ten
| or a dozen persons would come.

ON A BLUSTERY DAY last January,
i

Unexpected Aid Received

Yet the laymen were convinced that
a new church would be successful in
Eastmont, and a sudden turn of
events spurred them on. They had
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been meeting in the old farmhouse
which the Sampson Development Co.
had been using as offices. They found
that they could purchase this building
along with five choice lots for a new
church site, They took advantage of
this opportunity and were happily
surprised when the Sampson Brothers
donated two more lots. These seven
lots are located on the side of a hill
at a strategic corner which overlooks
a good portion of Eastmont. By this
time many persons became certain
that God wanted a church in this area.

The next step was to secure a full-
time pastor, so the group again ap-
pealed to Dr. Osterman. No regular
pastor was available, but Mr. Byron
Marsh, an intern from the seminary
at Capital University, was assigned
to them. Now the question arose,
“Where would he and his family
live?” Once more the hand of the Lord
seemed to be at work. An almost new
house directly across the street from
the new church property was offered
for sale. With mission help a down
payment was made, and the mother
church took title to the property, hold-
ing it in trust until the new church
could be organized. It was on the
afternoon of July 6, 1954, that the
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Before Emmanuel Con

former owner moved out, and that
same evening the intern arriveq at
the new parsonage.

Full Steam Aheaqd

Worship services were scheduled for
Sunday mornings, and attendance be-
gan to increase at once. By October
the Sunday school enrollment h 4 d
reached nearly 100, and on Octgber
5 an attendance of 156 was recorded
for Sunday school and church. A]-
ready in August a problem of space
could be foreseen, so the men of the
church remodelled the interior of the
old farmhouse into a chapel which can
seat more than 100. The cost of this
project was first estimated at $500,
but it was kept below $100 as a regult
of the creative work of the men on
the job.

During the fall months the number
of prospective members kept growing
along with the congregational activ-
ities. Early in the life of the new
group the women were organized as a
“Friendship Circle.” In the spring the
young people began to organize. Mem-
bers of these groups took on two
projects which have added to their
growth. From the first group came
women who surveyed new homes in
Eastmont as they were occupied while
the Luther League has distributed a
News Letter which is published
monthly. More recently the Friend-
ship Circle has voted to join the
WMEF.

Along with numbers has been a
growth in the recognition of steward-
ship responsibilities. The budget of
the church had been subsidized by the

(More on page 14)

gregation was even officially organized th wn
56 large hot aate, y organize e group had gro

an old farmhoyse,
Ernest Jonseof, Fre

5 N

facilities were needed—so the men of the church remodeled
Seen hel:e working on the project are, left to right, Riley Clark,
d Maniccia, and Emil Brunk, Jr. A new church will soon be built
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Fditorial Jortings

Negro Problem or White Problem?

This editorial is occasioned by a discussion on the
part of some 40 ALC pastors from Detroit and Saginaw,
Michigan, on the general subject of racial integration in
the local congregation. (More details of this meeﬁn% are

iven in a news story on page 4 of this issue.) Early in
Ee discussion at Detroit it was brought out that what
we so glibly call a “Negro problem” could equally cor-
rectly be called a “white problem.” Said the Michigan
tors: “It is often the problem of the white man’s
mind, with its wrong thinking and prejudices. It is the
task of the church to educate its people to receive and
accept persons of other races.” There was complete
unanimity among the pastors at the Detroit meeting that
the right thing to do was to permit Negroes to come in.
These pastors even felt a little ill at ease adogting a reso-
Jution that congregations adopt an “open door policy”
with regard to people of other races. They knew that
congregations have no option in the matter of an open
door or a closed door po{ic . That has been decided b
Christ. He opened the fellowship of believers to aﬁ

people.

The complexity of the problem was brought to the
fore when one of the pastors said: “Take Pastor ...
over there. He has a large congregation. If he would
force his congregation to accept Negroes immediately
and as a result of that action 250 people would leave,
would he really be building the kingdom? These 250
people need pastoral care, too. If this pastor would take
a few more years in educating his people so that in 1957
or 1958 even these 250 would gladly accept Negroes,
wouldn’t he be building the kingdom in a better way
than if he tried to force the issue now?”

People who reason in that fashion should not be judged
as simply trying to rationalize the status quo. The fact
is they do have some Scripture on their side. In the final
analysis it is faith in Christ as a personal Savior that
saves a man. Once a man has thus become a Christian
he needs to grow in grace, but he is a Christian, never-
theless, whether he has attained a low or high degree
of sanctification. A white man who would leave the
church because of Negroes coming in may, indeed, be a
Christian but one who is on a low level of growth in
srace. Merely to write off one or 250 persons in this cate:
gory for the sake of principle is not always in accord
with the spirit of the Christian gospel. The apostle Paul
in his letter to Philemon touches on a similar problem.
Paul, in urging Philemon to take Onesimus back into his
service again, writes: And although I could rely on my
authority in Christ and dare to order you to do what I
consider right, I am not doing that. No, I am appealin
to that love of yours, a simple personal appeal from Pau
the old man, in prison for Jesus Christ’s sake . . . if you
have a favor to give me, let it be spontaneous and not
forced from you by circumstances” (Phillips’ transla-
tion). In other words, Paul knew that he was right and
could have demanded Philemon to take Onesimus back,
Instead, he was willing to wait until Philemon was rea
to do so from his own inner compulsion.

Having said that, however, one should say with equal
conviction that there is a danger of falling into a rut of

constantly putting off a decision with the excuse that
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more time is needed for education. There comes a time
when a decision has to be made. One of our troubles is
that so often we do not reason on the basis of facts but
rather on what we think is true and how we imagine
peo&le will react. Or, we take one or two instances and
on the basis of those form a generalization to govern all
cases. The Department of Racial and Cultural Relations
of the National Council of Churches made a survey of
1,331 predominantly white churches which have opened
their doors to nonwhite persons. Of the 237,000 members
in these 1,331 churches, 26 individuals left because of the
adoption of an open door policy. In every instance of
appraisal after the departure of a person over this issue
the ministers indicated increased spiritual insight, greate;
warmth of fellowship, or ieater human assets to the
life and work of the church. The results of the survey
also showed that lengthening the time used to educate a
congregation for the inclusion of the nonwhite does not
necessarily make it easier for the change to come eventu-
ally. It was found instead that a forthright movement
toward the goal of open fellowship has avoided much of
the indecision and friction that has often been found to
develop during long-range programs of re-education. The
survey also found that the anticipated behavior predicted
by CI‘]’l’iStia[lS of themselves is tar more serious and op-

osed to open Christian fellowship than is their actual
Eehauior when they face a real situation in their church.

There comes a time when education has gone far
enough so that action must be taken. Pastor Charles
Klinksick of Christ Memorial Lutheran Church in De-
troit decided that that time had come in his congrega-
tion. This church is located in an above-average com-
munity in Detroit. Several high quality Negro families
moved into the area. Pastor Klinksick instructed one of
these families sometime ago. After the instruction period
was over, the head of the family approached Pastor
Klinksick and said: “I would like to become a member
of your church, but I don’t want to cause you any trou-
ble. If you don’t think your members are ready for this
step, I'll wait.” Pastor Klinksick told the man: “I have
been trying to educate my congregation on the inevitabil-
ity of racial integration, but I don't think theyre quite
ready as yet. If you don’t mind, and are willing to wait a
little while longer, I think it will be better.” Sometime
later a second Negro family came for instruction and ap-
plied for membership. The pastor fe't that the time for
action had come. Although the majority of the church
council approved the application for membership, 60 per
cent of those present at the congregational meeting voted
against accepting the family as members. Pastor Klink-
sick resigned immediately. He has no desire to be looked
upon as a martg'r, but after carefully thinking through
the matter he decided that there was no other action
possible.

This editorial makes no attempt to pass judgment on
pastors of other congregations who, finding themselves
in a similar situation, decide on a course of action differ-
ent from the one Pastor Klinksick took. But if a personal
note is in order, we feel it took more than average cour-
age to do what Pastor Klinksick did, and we are sure
that the American Lutheran Church will stand behind
him.—W. B.
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AMONG THE DISTRICTS

(From page 8)

ber of others. A picture gallery depicting
the congregation’s history took many of
the several thousand visitors down
memory lane.

SUMMER CHURCH SERVICES sponsored
by the National Lutheran Council at
Estes Park, Colo., prominent vacation
spot, will feature two American Lu-
theran Church pastors—Prof. Robert F.
Spieler of Capital University Seminary
and Rev. Carl H. Rembold of Chicago.
Prof. Spieler will be in charge from
June 19 to July 31, Pastor Rembold,
August 7-28. Ushers and choir music
will again be furnished by volunteers
from the National Lutheran Council
Brotherhoods and Luther Leagues of
the Rocky Mountain Area.

HoLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Lakewood, Colorado, Charles A. Weis-
haupt, pastor, has purchased 4.5 acres
of land on Kipling Street, a prominent
thoroughfare, between 9th and 10th
Avenues. Architect Orrie J. Holmen,
Wheat Ridge, Colorado, has been en-
gaged to design the first structure, esti-
mated at $40,000 value.

CANADA . . .

Pastor W. T. KurTz recently returned
to his parish in Rabbit Lake, Sask., after
completing postgraduate studies and
earning an S.T.M. degree at Chicago
Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, Ill. Dur-
ing his absence services at the three-
congregation parish were conducted by
lay readers.

MarTIN LUuTHER CHURCH, Vancouver,
B.C., (Pastor V. Rothenberger) recently
. dedicated a new parsonage. Guest speak-
ers were District President Karl Holfeld
and Pastor W. K. Raths. Open house
was held during the afternoon, and a
social hour followed the evening service.
The former parsonage is being remod-
eled into Sunday school rooms and a
pastor’s office.

TRINITY CHURCH, Lanigan, Sask,
| (Pastor Ernest Kroeger) received a new
lectern and candlesticks on Easter Mon-
day. They were given by children of a
member couple celebrating its 50th wed-
ding anniversary.

A FORMER HOSPITAL building is being
remodeled by volunteer labor to serve
as a church and a parsonage for a con-
gregation now being organized in Coal-
dale, Alta. According to Pastor R. Stel-
zer, the hospital was purchased recently.

A SpriTUAL LIFE MISSION was con-
ducted recently at Salem church, Hodge-
ville, Sask., (Pastor David Schaefer).
Featured speaker was Missionary J. G.
Schaefer.

A NEW CHURCH is to be built this sum-
mer by Peace Congregation, Abbotsford,
B.C., (Pastor J. Judt). For many years
the congregation has worshiped in a
united church, but now must have‘ !ts
own property to meet the opportunities
of a rapidly growing community.
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PROPERTIES of ALC churches in Sas-
katchewan, Canada, escaped serious
damage in the storms and the flood
waters of last month, according to
President Karl Holfeld. Described by
Canadian newspapers as “history’s most
vicious spring storm” in that area, the
deluge and accompanying flood waters
were estimated to have caused from
$50,000,000 to $100,000,000 crop damage
in the province of Saskatchewan, where
one half of the 25,400 baptized members
of the American Lutheran Chureh in
Canada live. President Holfeld reports
that, to the best of his knowledge, none
of our congregations has suffered dam-
age thus far “beyond flooded basements
and delayed building programs.” “A few
of our members,” he adds, “had to be
evacuated from their homes, but the
extent of damage to the homes has not
yvet been reported. Meanwhile the flood-
ing rivers are moving into Manitoba,
and we may hear of further destruction
there.”

Dr. Holfeld comments on the fact that
there was crop failure in Saskatchewan
last year, due to a very wet summer.
This spring’s torrential rains on soil
water-logged from last year have
greatly aggravated the situation. Writes
Dr. Holfeld: “Lakes have formed all
over the countryside; 9,000 farmers will
not be able to seed 2,000,000 acres at all
this year; thousands of others will be
able to seed only parts of their farms
with late grains. The loss to the farmers
will be possibly $100,000,000. . . . You
can imagine what this may mean to the
economy of the country, the second year
in a row. ... It comes as a severe blow
this year as we observe the 25th anni-
versary of our Church and the 50th
jubilee of the province.”

ILLINOIS . ..

A CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM from
President Eisenhower was among the
highlights of a celebration at Dorchester,
Ill., on May 8, honoring Pastor L. Krek-
eler on the 50th anniversary of his pas-
torate there. Members of St. John
Church, Dorchester, held a Sunday af-
ternoon program for Pastor Krekeler
and invited the neighboring congrega-
tions at Gillespie (which he has served
59 years), Litchfield, Mt. Olive, and
New Douglas. Guest speaker was Pastor
James Seim of Litchfield.

ST. JouN CONGREGATION near Peoria,
Ill, (Pastor Waldemar E. Bartell) re-
cently dedicated four sets of altar and
pulpit hangings, made by members of
the Ladies’ Aid, and a public-address
system, purchased by the Brotherhood.
These additions were made partly in
preparation for the Illinois Distriet con-
vention held there May 10-13 and partly
in anticipation of the congregation’s
centennial to be observed in September.
Other recent improvements include:
decoration of Sunday school rooms and
halls, installation of window drapes in
the Sunday school assembly room, and
improvement of parking areas.

A FAREWELL RECEPTION was held on
May 1 at l:'lr_.‘t church, Blue Island, T11.,
for Pastor Walter Ruth, who has since

been installed at St. James Church,
Coral Gables, Fla. The reception aleo
included a celebration of Pastor Ruth’s
25th anniversary of ordination. Organi-
zations of the congregation presented
various gifts to him, and the congrega-
tion gave him a cash anniversary gift
Representatives of the Illinois District,
the Chicago Local Conference, the Mjp-
isterial Association of Blue Island, and
other friends commended Pastor Ruth
for his faithful efforts during his seven
and a half vears at Blue Island. Aboot
a week before his departure 92 members
of the congregation who had worked
closely with him during the building of
the new church presented him with =
new automobile.

Pittsburgh Plants a Package

(From page 12)

Eastern District Mission Committes
with fine cooperation from the Pitt=-
burgh City Mission Society. By De-
cember the council found that congre-
gational giving had increased enough
so that it was not necessary to draw
the subsidy check for that month.
Surely, God has been at work in this
area, too.

New Church Underway

Today, with a confirmed member-
ship of 102 and a baptized member-
ship of 189, Emmanuel Lutheran
Church of Eastmont is launching out
on the next phase of its program. As
a package mission of the Eastern Dis-
trict it will build its church this year.
The members of the church council,
who were elected after the organiza-
tional service, have eager looks in
their eyes as plans are now complete
and construction of the church is
ready to begin.

But the anticipation concerns more
than the building program. When the
88 members were received, a record
had been set. This was the largest
number for any of the package mis-
sions of the Eastern District on its
organization day. Fred Kubli, presi-
dent of the church board, said: “\we
are out to break more records!” A
goal has been set to double the mem-
bership by the end of this year. Mr.
Herbert Reel has been elected chair-
man of an evangelism committee
which will be a big factor in achiev-
ing this goal.

The new members recently experi-
enced the thrill of calling their first
full-time pastor, Mr. Emil Ibele, a
1955 graduate of Capital Seminary.
Many of them have never participated
in such an experience, and the gen-
era] feeling was, “We'll find out what
it is all about.” Their attitudes were
probably best summed up by Charles
Francis when he was elected secre-
tary: “I don’t know a lot about secre-
tary work, but I'm certainly willing
to learn.”
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sunday School Lesson for June 19: “Preparing for Worship,”
based on II Chronicles 35:1-6, 16-19. Devotional Reading: Psalm 122

A Good King Comes upon a Good Book

Josiah gave a splendid account of himself
=« kinz. He put away the idols from the
1:~d and tried his best to pull idolatry out
+ the hearts of his people. He repaired the
Te=ple. During this operation he found
: partion of Scripture which had been put
r=zv long ago and lost or forgotten. And
7=2h made good use of that Scripture as
t» prepared himself and his nation for wor-
-f;;u' 2ccording to the new-found book of
e Law,

“With All His Heart”

“And the king stood in his place and
~ 3= a covenant before the Lord, to walk
—=r the Lord and to keep His command-
—w=%s _ _ . with all his heart and all his
-.".7 34:31 There, then, was one man who
--2- himself up to live for God. Such
- ..=ton is the mainspring of worship. All

—==zrd performance is so much monkey-
“ - zess without the inward resolution.

J==s said the same this way, “God is
and those who worship Him must
= _:=_';i'p in spirit and truth.”

The= apostle Paul passed the same fact
-~ to the Philippians in a description of
:—= Christians as those, “who worship God
= spenit. and glory in Jesus Christ.”

\Martin Luther set it forth in the Cate-
“~<= with the same insistence on the Ged-
sd set of the heart., “Fasting and bodily
rreparation are indeed a good outward
“=cipline, but he is truly worthy and well
re=cared who believes these words, ‘Given
=7 shed for vou for the remission of sins.’”

Tte example of Josiah, then, points to
t'e chief thinz in worship, namely, that the
=tole man be poised to have God’s good
:=d gracious will done for and by him.

According to the Book

“Ia the eighteenth year of the reign of
J=izh this passover was kept like it had
=t been kept in Israel since the days of
Sammel the prophet.” This observance was
« different because it was kept according
i the newly found book of the law. Josiah
w25 determined to do the right thing, and
the Scripture was his guide; he wanted also
i le=d his people into the proper ways of
sorshiping God.

If pow we were to say. “Very well, the
~ample of Josiah is a good one; let us imi-
Lre it” we should be misled. The shadow
Paccover of Josiah was displaced by the real
Prcsover when Jesus Christ became the
Fischal Lamb in fulfilment. Moreover, there
e few directives in our Christian Serip-
tres on the outward manner of our wor-

ip. To be sure, we have our Lord’s “This
i with reference to the Lord's Supper,
=4 we have the apostle’s advice, “Be filled
with the Spint. addressing one another in
~<alms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
r= and making melody to the Lord with

heart.” But we cannot take an

———

yYour

Tesson study based on “International Sunday
_~bon)l Lessons : the International Bible Lessons for
=ristian Teaching."” Scripture quotations from the
Pevised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. Both
‘e Lessons and the Bible translation are copy-
[«hted by the Division of Christian Education,
‘atiomal Council of the Churches of Christ in

he O. S. A
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order of procedure in congregational wor-
ship from our Scriptures; it simply is not
there. So we set up our order as seems most
useful to us, being careful to have it be in
harmony with the Scripture.

Thorough Preparation
The thoroughness with which King Josiah
prepared himself, the priests and the Le-
vites, and all the people is most fmpressive.
The celebration was to be carried out prop-
erly in every detail

Preparation for worst 1D 18 1001¢ un
than i geperally asswned Let
we go o Sundun 2
a might of zood rest. The pew
may be a guod place 10 & i
good to sleep in the pew. Upon emtering
the church 2 prayer

with God 5 a forther step n preparation
Hymns will l‘jl.-‘:}_’-' be sung 3
e :
the words and the

creh on We

i . Pt
ourselves by

Notn, Dt o 3 zat

for 2z good meeting

.
b e compre-
‘oless one acgmamts bimsed wgrd

comtent of 2 byvme
advanoe he s apt to have ot st towd e
dance of ks misd wben 2 B

Cloistizn, worsdsn hee

Ky Ao
esenther 4

Snce

do with the Word of God 2 5

that the mind be cpemed w3t
tiom: God Las sometheny i

do —A J. SEmcEs

My Bible and I A Study of 1 Corinthians. Chapeer 5

Paul Tackles a Serious Moral Problem

In the four earlier chapters Paul
firmly, patiently tried to move the Co-
rinthian Christians away from divison
and toward true unity in Christ Now—
in chapters 5 and 6—he attacks another
serious problem within the congrega-
tion, that of sexmal immorality. He
writes: “It is actually reported that there
is immorality among you. and of 2 kind
that is not found even among pagans: for
a man is living with his father's wife.”
Some members of the congregation were
shocked by this case of a2 man living
sexually with his stepmother, for it was
reported to Paul. But too many in the
congregation simply let it pass. Thev felt
themselves superior to “this sort of
thing.” They would not “bother™ with it.
This is the reason Paul writes: “And you
are arrogant! Ought you not rather
mourn?” He gives a clear directive: “Let
him who has done this be removed from
among you.”

This case was so obviously and shame-
fully immoral that the man. guilty of
this sin, should immediately be excom-
municated. Paul pronounced this judg-
ment “in the name of the Lord Jesus on
the man who has done such a thing.”
The excommunication is to be effected
in a regular assembly of the congrega-
tion. It is to be done 1) “for the destruc-
tion of flesh, that his spirit may be saved

MY DAILY BIBLE READINGS
S. I Corinthians 5.
M. Matthew 18:13-20.
T. I Thessalonians 3:14.
W, Titus 3:10, 11.
Deuteronomy  13:6-11.
Luke 15:11-24.
Colossians 2:1-7.

wom A

m the cay of the Lord Jesnss ™ To £ the
mzn g0 an Ining D S wounld mesn oSt
mate damnation To muake the gnfoleas

Oz T
2 Geax

congregation were forgetful of 2 simple

e

fact: just a Litle veast kneaded mto the
dough. soon afects the whole- or fust as

a rotten spot on an apple quickdy
spreads to destrov the whole. so

open sin. if left upon the bodv of

thxs

‘:'_he

congregation. will prove contagious and
have 2 devastating effect upon the

morel-spiritual level of the members of
the Corinthian church. This is so obvious
a truth. Yet it is easily overlooked It is
much casier to take the attitude Pamn!
found at Corinth: “Let the thing shide-
why make trouble?” But to overlook sin
at one point is to pave the way for it at
other points. Soon the whole body of the
church is diseased.

“Cleanse out the old leaven that vou
may be fresh dough. as vou really are
unleavened.” Having come to faith. thev
were cleansed. forgiven. reborn. The old
life lay behind them. Surely. thev will
not now revert and let the old life re-
enter to destrov the new! The sin can
be sexual immorality. It can also be an-
other sin. Therefore, a congregation will
be vigilant with respect to any sin that
would destrov its life. Let no one be
afraid “to stand up and be counted”
when such an “infection” threatens to
enter. grow, and destrov the Christian
community. Let him stand up to help in
removing the “source” with vigor and
promptoess so that the body of Christ
mayv be preserved in health—Kari. T.
SCHMIDT.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALENDAR

June 13-16. Ohio District convention at Capital
Uriversity, Columbus, Ohio.

June 13-17. Eastern Distriet convention at Penn
Hall, Chambersburg, Pa.

June 18, 19. Executive Board of the Brother-
hood of the ALC at the Maryland Hotel, Chi-
cago, I1L

June 20-23. Minnesota Distriet convention at
American Lutheran Memorial Camp, Onamia,
Minn.

June 20-23. lowa District convention at Wart-
burg College and St. Paul Lutheran church,
Waverly, lowa.

June 26-July 1. Midwest Church Workers’ In-
stitute at St. John Lutheran church, LeMars,
lTowa.

June 27-July 1.
Institute at
Ohio.

July 4, 5. Board of Pensions at Maryland Hotel,
Chicago, IIL

July 6-8. Program and Policy Council at Wart-
burg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

St. Paul American Lutheran Church, Nevada,
Mo., presently served by Niels Carlsen, student,
is making application for membership in the
Central District of the American Lutheran
Church. —Erwin G. Fritschel, D. D., President,
Central District, ALC.

Tri-District Church Workers'
Capital University, Columbus,

NOTICE

The General Board of the International Luther
League proposes the following change in its
(onstitution, to be considered at the 12th Inter-
national Luther League convention at Texas A.
& M. College, College Station, Texas, August
23-28, 1955.

The proposed change is in Article III — Re-
lation to the American Lutheran Church. This
article now reads: “The League recognizes its re-
lation to the American Lutheran Church by work-

EMBROIDERED

Paraments
for YOUR CHURCH

SUPERFRONTALS . . .
STOLES . . . ANTEPENDIA

Cuthbertson paraments give you sym-
bolically correct designs beautifully
embroidered on brocaded material of
high quality. You have a wide choice
of designs in both embroidery and
brocade, plus 3 wide choice of rich
ecclesiastical colors. Each embroi-
dered design is outlined in gold
y thread that will aot tarnish. I
Send today for owur illusirated

catalog sheets and price list.

). THEODORE CUTHBERTSON, Inc.
2013 Sansom Street < Phila. 3, Pa.

Send Inquiries and Orders to
THE WARTBURG PRESS

57 E. Main St 310 S. 18th St.
Columbus 15, Obio Omaha 2, Nebr.
16

ing with the Youth Beard of the Chureh through
its Director.”

The suggested amendment is: “The League shall
be the official youth organization of the American
Lutheran Church, termed an auxiliary of the
American Lutheran Church, working. coordinately

with the Youth Board of the Church through the
Youth Director.” :

MEETING

The twenty-fifth annual convention of the lowa
District, ALC, will be held at Wartburg College and
St. Paul Lutheran church, Waverly, lowa, June
20-23. The Preliminary Committee will meet on
Sunday, June 19, at 2:30 P.M.—Dr. H. W. Siefkes,
President ; Pastor H. A. Wilke, Secretary.

INSTALLATION

Upon authorization of the presidert of *Fa € om
tral District, Pastor E. E. Ensign was ir1ta7ed
St. Paul Lutheran church, Otis, Culo., May 1. iy
Pastor L. C. Johnson. ’

POSITION available as principal and tes ng, -
well-established Christian Day School. Serd g4-,
references to Committes on Fel gious Flocation
Solomon Lutheran Chureh, Woodville, Ukic

WANTED: A capable, Lutheran womarn, age
30 t 55, to help mold the minds and |,m 4
dependent and neglected children. Pusition cpen sa
housemother at the Lutheran Home for Chilfres,
Joliet, Ilinois. Salary, full maintenanes, sceigf
security, and paid vacations. A fine opportgaicy
for Christian service. Write to Mr. E. O. Ranges
1317 Rowell Ave., Joliet, Illinois.

CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN?

Christian comics are a regular feature in MY
CHUM, the fascinating monthly magazine for ekl
dren, 4 to 14. Look for Christ-centered stories.
games, puzzles too. $3 year. Sample free. W7
CHUM, Box WP, Highland, TIL

) 1
4

\;

[t Was All

Planned
SO

Nicely:...

... but a dollar was worth a dollar then.”

Yes, we all get that same “let down” feeling when we review
our insurance programs so carefully planned a few years back.
At that time, there seemed to be plenty to cover emergencies; to
protect loved ones in the event of .death; and even to provide for

retirement in old age.

But TODAY, almost every living cost has more than doubled.
That same insurance won't care for average emergencles; won't
provide sufficiently in the event of death; won't begin to cover

retirement.

NOW, you can bring that insurance program right back in
line with these increased living costs, thanks to LUTHERAN

MUTUAL'S NEW SELECTOR PLAN.

You can get a needed $10,000 minimum and more . . .
cost . .. with high cash values . .

Name

LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE

Please give me the facts concerning the SELECTOR PLAN which will
modernize my insurance program.,

at less
. and liberal dividends.

INSURANCE CO.,
WAVERLY, IOWA

Age

Address
1 City

State

LUTHERAN MUTUAL

TN

HOME OFFICE

LIFE INSURANCE CO.

WAVERLY, IOWA

Lutheran Standard
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