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The Church Views the News

By Wilfred Bockelman

When Negro families began moving
into an all-white neighborhood in
Kansas City, many residents sold
their homes, and others placed “For
Sale” placards on their lawns. Rev.
E. T. Sturgess of Southeast Presby-
terian Church was disturbed over the
trend, and so he placed a sign in front
of his home, too. It read in large,
bold letters: “Not For Sale. Neither
My Home Nor My Moral Convictions.
I Believe In My Neighborhood And
Neighbors.” The pastor also preached
a sermon on the subject to his con-
gregation. “Are we to whom so much
has been given going to deny those
who ask us for so little, a bit of love
and consideration, some self-respect,
a little human compassion?” he asked.
“I would remind those of our time
who are motivated by the impulses
of panic, bred of fear, that whether
it be the matter of selling one's home
or fleeing a fire, panic has made more
fools, undone more men, and killed
more people than any other thing,”
Sturgess said. Response to the sign
and the sermon was immediate. “Not
For Sale” signs appeared throughout
the neighborhood. Negro families
moving into the section were wel-
comed by other families who “believe
in our neighbors.”

+

According to Dr. Jerald C. Braver,
motivation for religious welfare work
“is not a divine imperative, such as the
Golden Rule or the Ten Commandments,
nor is it a divine example, such as in-
dicated by St. Augustine's 'The Imita-
tion of Christ.' " Dr. Brauer, the 33-
year-old dean of the University of Chi-
cago's Federated Theological Seminary,
told the more than 250 Lutheran social
workers attending the 26th national
meeting of the Lutheran Welfare Con-
ference in America that the distress of
humanity ‘‘can be alleviated, in the
Christian sense, only when welfare
workers become ‘little Christs.' " The
only real motivation for religious welfare
work, he said, is the kind of forgiving
love that constrained God to give His
Son. When the welfare worker himself
experiences that forgiving love and be-
comes a “‘little Christ'' then he can do
recl welfare work.

That there remains a definite need
for social work is obvious from the
report just released by Director J.
Edgar Hoover of the Federal Rureau
of Investigation. That report showed
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that the crime rate in the United
States has been increasing four times
faster than has the growth of the
population. While the population of
the United States has grown 7 per
cent since 1950, the erime rate has
increased 26.7 per cent. The increase
in 1954 was softened somewhat by the
fact that the most serious form of
crime, murder and manslaughter,
showed a decrease of 4.8 per cent.
Crime in rurdl areas 1is increasing
twice as fast as it is in cities. Once
again Mr. Hoover reported an in-
crease in juvenile crime. Youths 17
and under comprised 57.6 per cent of
all eriminals arrested for car theft,
49 per cent of all arrested for bur-
glary, and 43.6 per cent of all those
arrested for larceny.

>

Thirty-four graduate students at Un-
ion Theological Seminary in New York
are winding up a new course aimed at
discovering the church's role in solving
juvenile delinquency problems. The 34
students are divided into two units—
those currently heading up church
groups in areas where juvenile delin-
quency and gang activity prevail, and
first-year seminarians who are assigned
to field work in various New York City
slum areas. Projects undertaken include
an investigation into the claims that
comic books contribute to juvenile de-
linquency, analyses of church programs
for youth, and a study of efforts being
made to establish personal contacts
with juvenile gangs. The new seminary
program was made possible by a sub-
stantial donation from Mrs. Geraldine
Thompson of Red Bank, N. J. Mrs,
Thompson recently also made a grant
to Harvard Divinity School for similar
work. *

A $125,000 grant from an enony-
mous fund is helping to finance a five-
year program in the Protestant Epis-
copal Church to discover ways in
which the church “can be increasingly
meaningful to people in urban-indus-
trial areas.” Eleven churches were
chosen for the project. One of them
is St. Peter’s in New York, located in
a neighborhood where there has been
a heavy influr of Puerto Ricans. At
Rosbury Crossing, Mass., a trained
social worker skilled with children
was asgigned to St. John Church,
“a poor to middle income parish with
many critical problems.” In Reno,
Nev., Trinity Church faced “an in-
creasing demand for the church's

ministry by people whose marriq..
is in difficulty.” St. Paul Churehs o
Schenectﬂrdy, N. Y., faced still another
'prf)ble.m.- Virtually everyone connected
‘I.Utth- it i8 a union member (or in the
family of one) employed by Genera.
Electric. Each parish in the pilot
project has a “typical problem’ for
which a solution is being sought.

)

Addressing some 250 ministers anc
students at Hamma Divinity Schoo
and Wittenberg College, Springfield
Ohio, Rev. Granger E. Westberg
chaplain of the University of Chi-
cago hospitals, described relations be-
tween clergymen and doctors ‘““as coc!
sometimes as that between a landloré
and a tenant.” “The church has buil
hundreds of great hospitals as work
shops for the medical profession—
but for all this expenditure of money
energy, and labor, these building:
have not brought the church muct
closer to the doctors,” he said. Th
doctor, Westberg said, might be sai
to be “the least ministered to in ths
community, for he seems so self-sufﬁi
cient, so much in command of ever:
situation.” Although the church hag
provided doctors with beds, operating
tables, and equipment, it has done al-
most nothing to give them a workin;\
Christian philosophy of medical care
the chaplain said.
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@uestionBox

WVILLAM N.EMcH,EDITOR,

To receive answers to questiona sub-
scribers must include their names
and addresses when they correspond
with the editor of this department,
}?w. William N. Emech, D.D., 2411
Seaman Strect, Toledo 5, Ohio.

Faith in Jesus’ Resurrection Needful?

| have a good friend who is faithful
10 his church . . . not of our denomina-
jon. He does not belicve that the ac-
ccunt of the resurrection of Jesus is to
te taken literally. He does not believe
iz the resurrection of the body. l‘s the
todily resurrection of Jesus essential to
Christianity? — P. J., Illinois.

To deny or even merely to ignore
cerist’s bodily resurrection is to
srandon Christianity, for it is the
fandamental truth of our holy faith.
Tte trouble with so many good peo-
ple is that they do not distinguish be-
tween morality and Christianity.
Merely to try to imitate the ethics of
Jesus of Nazareth is not Christianity.

The resurrection of Jesus is di-
rectly mentioned over 100 times in the
New Testament. It was the main topic
of apostolic preaching. The follow-
ers of Jesus joyously proclaimed ev-
ervwhere, in private and in public,
what they had themselves witnessed,
how Christ had died and risen again.
When the apostolic company, after
the death of Judas, felt the necessity
to fill out its number by choosing one
to take his place, it was that he might
“be a witness with us of His resur-
rection,” Acts 1:22. The great sermon
of St. Peter on Pentecost centered in
this undeniable truth, and he drove
it home with telling effect: “Him
[Jesus] . . . ye have taken and by
wvicked hands have crucified and
g2in. . . . This Jesus hath God raised
1, whereof we all are witnesses,”
Acts 2:22, 23, 32. This well-estab-
lished truth the apostles proclaimed
dsy after day right there in Jerusa-
ltm to the very people who knew
Jesus, who knew all about His death
ind His burial; people who had plenty
«f opportunity to weigh the evidence
ind personally to investigate the
vhole matter about His alleged resur-
reetion and visible bodily ascension
rty days later. Yet on the first day
2 apostles publicly proclaimed the
surrection about 3,000 declared
teir faith in Jesus, were baptized,
24 thus joined His followers. “With
freat power,” we are told, “‘gave the
gostles witness of the resurrection
 the Lord Jesus,” Acts 4:33.

The atoning death and the mar-

"Hous resurrection of Jesus were

‘:‘—lt St. Paul preached everywhere.

¢ “was delivered for our offenses,

iad raised again for our justifica-
~0.” Romans 4:25. Without the res-

“Trection the death of Jesus was only

=€ heroic death of a noble martyr.
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With the resurrection it was the aton-
ing sacrifice of the Lamb which God
Himself provided for human guilt.
Disprove the resurrection of Jesus
of Nazareth, and Christianity must
go, for the foundation stone on which
it is built is then gone. You cannot
conceive of the Christian Church
apart from the resurrection of Jesus.
There is no gospel, no “good tidings
of great joy” to tell poor sinners if
Christ did not come forth from the
tomb on the third day as He foretold
that He would. “If Christ be not
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet
in your sins. Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished,” I Corinthians 15:17, 18.

In some Sunday school helps 1 found
the claim made that it did not rain be-
fore the time of the Flood. [ asked
about this at a teachers’ training course
and was advised to ask the Question
Box. — L. R., Towa.

There are those who think there
was no rainfall until the time of the
great Deluge. As proof they cite the
second and the ninth chapters of
Genesis. In chapter 2:4-6 we read:
“In the day that the Lord God made
the earth and the heavens, when no
plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lord God had not

THE WEEK'S PRAYER
(Easter V1)

O God, who hast made such
matchless provision for our growth
to mature manhood, to the meas-
ure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ, keep us from pride and
self-sufficiency, from thinking that
we have already attained; and
grant us, we beseech Thee, a Spir-
it-wrought longing to possess more
fully our possessions that we may,
indeed, grow up in every way into
Him who is our risen lord, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

caused it to rain upon the earth, and
there was no man to till the ground:
but a mist went up from the earth
and watered the whole face of the
ground,” RSV. This certainly refers
to the time when there was as yet no
man on earth . . . before the creation
of Adam and Eve. Chapter one relates
the story of creation, but chapter two

adds certain details not given in chap-

ter one. To what time in the storv of

creation do the words just read refer?

They evidently tell us of conditions

just prior to the time when God said:

“Let the earth bring forth grass, the

herb yielding seed,” etec. From that

time onward, however, there was g

continual mist arising, forming

clouds, and there was rain under

proper atmospheric conditions even as

there has been to this day.

In Genesis 9:11-13 we find these
words: “I establish My covenant with
vou, that never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood
to destroy the earth. And God said,
‘This is the sign of the covenant
which I make between Me and you
and every living creature that is with
vou, for all future generations: I set
My bow in the cloud, and it shall be
a sign of the covenant between Me
and the earth,”” RSV. Now the ques-
tion is, “Had Noah and his familv
never seen a rainbow because there
had never been one up to that day?”
If so, how did Noah know what God
was talking about when He said: I
set My bow in the clouds,” etc.? Did
a rainbow appear at once without a
shower, or was there a shower of
rain just at the time God made this
covenant-promise with Noah and his
posterity? In his book, Erpesition
of Genesis, Dr. H. C. Leupold trans-
lates verse 13: “I have put My bow
in the clouds, and it shall serve for a
covenant sign between Me and the
earth.” Up to that time the rainhow
had no special significance for man-
kind, but from that day onward it was
to be a sign and a reminder of the
covenant-pledge God had given hu-
manity. This appears o be the proper
interpretation of Gods words
Noah.

Permit me vet to use this evidence
to prove that there must have been
rain before the time of the Flood We
read of there having been
flowing rivers at the tm

w

ume of
and Eve. Can you think of ref
streams on earth without
showers of rain?

ls it the Lutheran teackiag that Chris-
tian Lutheran parents must bave spo=-
sors other than themselves at the bap-
tism of their children? It does zot seem
quite right to me that someome else
should carry my child to the font amd
promise to teack that child a=md traim it

More om page !¢



NEWS

Church in China Shows Growing Vitality
Despite Pressure from Communists

Despite continued pressure by the
Communist government, there is evidence
of a growing vitality among Christian
churches in China today. In apparent
defiance of their Communist masters
hundreds of Chinese are joining church-
es each year, and reports indicate a
limited expansion of some church activ-
ities.

This is the picture of Chinese church-
es presented by Dr. Francis P. Jones,
for 36 years a Methodist missionary-
educator in Nanking and editor of the
China Bulletin, published biweekly by
the National Council of Churches,

No Actual Confiscation

Addressing the annual meeting of the
China Committee of the National Coun-
cil's Far Eastern Joint Office, Dr. Jones
made it clear that such church-related
enterprises as hospitals, orphanages, and
schools have been taken out of church
hands and are now run by the govern-
ment. However, these properties have
so far not been actually confiscated, he
said. Evidence of new growth in mem-
bership is seen in reports from a scat-
tering of major cities, Dr. Jones said.

Generally, Mr. Jones said, the Chinese
churches have found it necessary for
survival to accept, however modified,
certain aspects of the Communist party
line. In the name of patriotism they
have called for loyalty to the Commun-
ist government as the de facto leader-
ship of the country.

However we may feel about this, the
missions leader pointed out, we must
remember the great difference between
their situation and ours. They are not
in the position to criticize their gov-
ernment as we are in a free nation.
Second, he said, the church leaders, in
speaking to their own people, have also
commented upon the social advantages
of reforms under the new government.

20,000 Churches Still Open

Dr. Jones estimated there are approx-
imately 20,000 churches still open and
carrying on programs on the Chinese
mainland. This number, he said, is about
three quarters of the total in 1950 and
1951 before the last of the Christian mis-
sionaries were expelled. He said that at
present there is no Protestant mission-
ary activity on the mainland. Of the
five or six missionaries still there, he
commented, all are believed to be either
under house arrest or in prison.

One of the missionaries still held
prisoner in China is Rev. Paul Macken-
sen, a minister of the American Luther-
an Church who was serving with the
mission of the United Lutheran Church.

Dr. Rolf A. Syrdal, executive secre-
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
reporting on “The Church under the Red

4

Flag,” wrote in a February issue of the
Lutheran Herald:

“There are seemingly conflicting re-
ports that come out from Communist
China concerning the condition of the
church. Some reports indicate govern-
ment favor—others opposition to the
church, Some show a church that has
conformed to Communism—others a
church that is living precariously in
opposition to its tenets. This seeming
conflict may not be a conflict at all. I%
may be that two different church sit-
uations are being described. Allowing
for varying degrees of application of
Communist dictates by local officers,
there is still no doubt that there are
today in China two distinet church units
existing side by side and in contra-
distinction to each other.

“The one is a Communist-controlled
church that has permitted itself to be
reorganized by the government and has,
therefore, become a tool of that govern-
ment to be molded and shaped to suit
its purposes. There is also the other
church, which remains true to the faith

Winfield J. Hain, insurance executive of
Reading, Pa., has been elected presi.
dent of the Collectors of Religion on
Stamps Society. A Lutheran, Mr. Hain
has one of the outstanding collections
of Madonna stamps in the United States,
He succeeds Albert Tabler of Dayten,
Ohio, a Roman Catholic, as head of the
intercreedal organization. Mr. Hain also
has a large collection of Lutheran syb.
jects on stamps, including all the stamps
that have shown Martin Luther or cities
in which he preached.—RNS photo

. -

of the Lord Jesus Christ and has kept
the spiritual purpose of the chureh
clear. By and large this church is meet-
ing opposition and difficulties, indicat-
ing that the government would like to
have it exterminated.”

California District Holds

A "Joyous" Convention

In the words of District President
Walter H. Hellman, the California Dis-
trict held a “joyous” convention April
18-21 at First Lutheran church, Ingle-
wood, with 72 pastors and 61 lay dele-
gates present. Pastor Hellman preached
at the opening Communion service, Host
Pastor Wayne Thomsen was liturgist.
He was assisted by Pastor S. A. Can-
dow.

Eleven new pastors were introduced
and received into the district: Arthur F.
Mees, John DeYoung, Albert Gerst-
mann, Harold Meyer, Roland Wuest, Lu-
ther Schliesser, Jr., Manno Shatto, Her-
bert Hopp, Jacque Schweiss, Nelson
Trout, and Harold Grabau. Five con-
gregations were also received: Grace
Church, Stockton; Los Altos Church,
Los Altes; Gloria Dei Church, San Jose;
Christ Church, West Covina; and Mes-
siah Church, Phoenix, Ariz. Pastor E.
J. Roleder presented a paper on the
“American Lutheran Church: Its Her-
itage and Growth.”

Laymen Prominent

A unique feature of the convention
was the use of floor committees to check
and review the work of the standing
committees. Every layman was placed
on a floor committee, and each par-
ticipated in formulating the resolutions
which were presented to the convention
for action. A laymen’s meeting was con-
ducted by President Hellman. The lay-
men were enthusiastic about the work of
the Church and asked many questions
about how they could enter more fully
into its work and to accomplish the 25th
anniversary goals of the ALC this year.

Much discussion centered on the early
establishment of a Lutheran college in
California. A resolution was passed urg-
ing that a commitment be made by the
Church either at its next convention or
at a meeting of the Program and Poliey
Council. Since the district already has
10 Christian day schools—and several
more to be opened soon—a Christian
Day School Committee is to be ap-
pointed. If the present rate of _KI'O_WC.h
continues, nearly half of the district's
congregations will be conducting a
Christian elementary school within 10
Years.

Mission Work Promoted

The district was in favor of the ALC’s
opening a new foreign mission field and
passed a resolution urging the .—\LQ to
adopt the field of the Lutheran-()r\enﬁ
Mission Society as its new foreign er-
deavor. In the field of home missions
the district Youth Committee was placed
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e Department of German and the Department of Physical Education of Ohio
vate University are experimenting with a project of introducing four and five-

year-olds to a foreign culture.

Since part of a people's culture is also their re-

igious life, a part of the program of these youngsters who are learning the

German language is to learn some German prayers.

Dr. Wayne Wonderley

(ight), acting chairman of the German Department of OSU and a member of the
2card of Trustees of North Community Lutheran Church, Columbus, is teaching

these children a well-known German prayer, “'Lieber Gott, mach mich fromm . . .

"

in charge of recruiting volunteer home
mizsion bnilders to be used wherever
possible throughout the distriet. Pastor
Charles Schmitz was reassigned as di-
rector of Inter-Mountain Missions, and
Pzstor Werner Gamb was assigned as
rission director of the Northern Con-
fererce.

The convention voted to designate one
Sunday a year for the promotion of the
work of the Lutheran Welfare Service
in California, and the Committee for
Suwcizl Action is to make a study of
“Hemes for the Retired,” a chain of
k:mes from San Diego to San Francisco
providing for Lutheran old people. The
wnvention also approved the district
president’s appointment of Dr. Konrad
Eoosmann as pastoral representative on
the board of the proposed Lutheran Boys’
Ecme Foundation, sponsored by the Lu-
treran Businessmen’s Club of Southern
Czlifornia.

Pastors to Switch Pulpits

To increase interest of the congrega-
tens in reaching the objectives of the
3th anniversary of the ALC, June 12
was chosen as the Sunday when all pas-
rs will exchange pulpits.

On Tuesday evening a special session
vas devoted to the recognition of the
';"J\‘.'. anniversary of the ordination of
Dr. Oscar C. Mees (see Among the Dis-
Trets).,

Among officers elected at the conven-
1 were Pastor G. H. Muedeking, vice-
Fresident, and Earl Coulter, treasurer.

—ARTHUR F. MEES.

t
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Hansler Feted for Long Service
In Wisconsin Chaplaincy Work

Rev. George C. Hansler, a member of
the American Lutheran Church, was
honored at a testimonial dinner in Mil-
waukee last month for his 23 years of
chaplainey, 17 of which were spent as
director of chaplainey services for the
Lutheran Welfare Society of Wisconsin.
Some 250 persons attended the dinner.

Chaplaincy services in the Lutheran
Welfare Society of Wisconsin were in-
augurated by Pastor Hansler in July,
1938, offering spiritual guidance and
help to the physically and mentally ill
in hospitals and to those in correctional
institutions. Last year 30,259 persons
were visited by the 100 full- and part-
time agency chaplains.

Participating in the dinner program
were five of Rev. Hansler’s fellow ALC
pastors: Paul Piotter of Milwaukee, a
member of the testimonial dinner com-
mittee: J. F. Otto of St. Paul, a long-
time friend and co-worker; H. C. Nee-
mann of Cottage Grove, Wis., a school-
mate and close friend; Ulrich Gamb of
Milwaukee, who spoke for the Milwau-
kee ministerium; and Rev. Hansler’s
own pastor, Walter Pichelmeyer.

Pastor Amos G. Streich (ULCA),
master of ceremonies, presented Pastor
Hansler with several gifts made possible
by his many friends. The gifts consisted
of a plaque citing appreciation for his
17 years of service, a leather book filled
with letters of appreciation, a gold
watch, and a gift of money.

NEWS

Fricke to Make Mission Tour
Of Near East and Africa

The ALC Board of Foreign Mission-
at its semiannual meeting, April 27, 28,
instructed its executive secretary, Dr.
T. P. Fricke, to tour the Near East and
Africa in search for a new mission feld.
Dr. Fricke will survey several fields
which have been recommended to the
board.

One of these fields is in Ethiopia. The
Commission on World Missions of the
Lutheran World Federation has re-
quested the ALC to consider this field.
The Commission on Younger Churches
and Orphaned Missions of the National
Lutheran Council has directed the
board’s attention to a large unevan-
gelized field in Tanganyika. Several
other Lutheran missions are now work-
ing in neighboring fields.

Dr. Fricke will be accompanied by
Dr. Rolf Syrdal, executive secretary of
the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The two
mission executives will attend a meeting
of the Commission on World Missionz at
Helsinki, Finland, July 20-27. Follow-
fl‘!g this meeting they will proceed 10
Africa. They will also stop at Iraq at
the invitation of the Lutheran Orien:
Mission Society for an inspection of
that society’s work among the Moslems
there. The men will also visit the fields
of the ELC in Natal, the Camerouns.
and Madagascar. They will return to
the United States immediately followinz
an All-Africa Lutheran Conference at
Marangu, Tanganyika, November 12-22.

The ALC board at its semiannual
meeting also voted to extend calls to
three ordained men and a nurse for
service in New Guinea. Two new mis-
sionaries are awaiting visas for India.
A budget is being recommended to the
Program and Policy Council for 1956
which will provide for eleven additional
missionaries for New Guinea. Due to
present difficulties surrounding visa ap-
plications, the board decided to postpone
calling additional missionaries for India
until the situation has been clarified.

Dr. Paul Buehring, re-elected as chair-
man, was honored by the board members
who presented him with a vase of twen-
ty-five roses on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of his chairmanship of the
board.

50,000 Farmers Respond
To Lutheran Food Appeal

More than 50,000 American farmers
in 12 states responded to the All-Lu-
theran Food Appeal in 1954 with pro-
duce and cash totaling $657,727.

Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, director of the
relief appeal, said about two thirds of
the gifts were contributed through
churches cooperating in the National
Lutheran Council, and the rest came
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Syned.



NEWS

Youth Board Plans Guidance
In Sex and Civic Affairs

At the wnnual joint meeting of the
Youth Board of the American Lutheran
Church and the chairmen of the 13 Dis-
wict Youth Committees held at Bain-
bridge, Ohio, April 26-29, special atten-
tion was givon to providing guidance
for young peeple in two areas of life,

and civic affairs.

For some time a need has been ex-
ressed for a bocklet on sex education
vouth, well-written and illustrated

omb ne sciertife and Scriptural in-
c.ghts ¢rrecied to the young person him-
w may be used by pastors and

ty rarerts. Upon request from pastors
r Y10 that a study be made to
eot ts meed Dr. Carl F. Reuss, execu-

taty of the Board for Chris-
n Socal Action, presented a prelim-
Sezr Education
mary session of the
ittee chairmen and
oint group rec-
t the Youth Board and the
ristan Social Action carry
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y cempletion.
Civic A%cirs Progrem Flanned
Anmother -r blem which has faced
TOCng pecple .s how to develop a more
acute awareness of civie affairs so that
ther may more ntellipently prepare for
the Lme when they should take a part in
T cal fe of the country. The

ar together with the Board
for (=ristian Socia! Aedon is developing
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chairman of the Youth Roard, said: “It
is a refreshing and encouraging experi-
ence to observe the top leadership of
our Church's youth, after five days of
close fellowship and work, drawn to-
gether into a closely knit working team.
It is almost amazing to see them arriv-
ing at a common understanding of, and
convictions about, the various issues
that face our youth and the Church's
task in ministering to that youth.”

Only Half of Needy Served,
Luth. Welfare Workers Told

Social services of the present day are
bringing help to only half of those who
need it, the Lutheran Welfare Confer-
ence of America was told at its biennial
meeting in Detroit. “Search out new
ways of serving the other half,” Harold
Belgum of the Lutheran Welfare So-
ciety of Minnesota, and newly clected
president of the Conference, urged the
250 pastors, professional church work-
ers, and church-agency directors.

Mr. Belgum called for the “re-estab-
lishment of the three ancient circles of
helping—the family circle, the friend-
ship eircle, and the faith circle.”

Addressing a luncheon meeting of the
conference, Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, pres-
ident of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, told the delegates that “a Chris-
tian who does not aceept his responsi-
bility for meeting human nced has no
right te call himself a Christian.”

Acceptance of this responsibility, said
Dr. Schiotz, may bring real sorrow and
many difficulties, but the responsibility
must be accepted. “This responsibility
often brings hurdship and suffering, dis-
illusionment and discouragement, but
the true Christian accepts these cheer-
fully as part of his ealling from God,”
he said. “Our responsibility is wherever
there i a need which we may meet
through the resources God has entrusted
to us"

A number of ALC men played a lead-

ing role in the conference. Rev. Forreet
R. Stoncburner of Davton, Ol was th
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president of the conference. Revy, Theo-
dore J. Pretzlaff was conference chapla;-
and delivered four meditations whi-+
cvoked favorable comments for their
unique combination of Biblical truths,
word images, and awareness of current
interests,

Dr. Carl F. Reuss, cxecutive secretary
of the ALC Board for Christian Socia
Action, in a closing address summar.
ized the findings and the trends o-
thinking in the nine special instity:--
into which the conference was djy;./.-
These included groups concerned voit*
such topics as marital discord, child -
pendency, problems of the aging, mer 'a
illness, and alcoholism.

Two ALC men were elected to re-
gional offices. Rev. C. A. Holmqui-
Pittsburgh, was elected chairman of t*
Atlantic Central region, and Mr. Jar--
Raun was chosen chairman of the M -
west region.

ON THE CAMPUS

University of Texas . . . A student
center for the Lutheran students at the
University of Texas, Austin, Tex., was
dedicated on May 1. Student Pastor Car!
Hacker conducted the service, and Rev.
Kurt Hartmann of Pflugerville, Tex.
preached the sermon. Lutheran pastors
in the vicinity of the campus conducte!
the vespers, and synodical officials
brought greetings.

The center was purchased by the Lu-
theran Student Foundation in 1934 a-
a cost of §18,000. It includes a gener=z)
assembly room, office for student pastor
lounge, kitchen, and a workroom. It al-c
serves as headquarters for the Luthera-
Bible Chair, under which several coure--

in Christianity are taught by the L..-

theran pastor and recognized by
University of Texas. Pastor
teaches two such courses, and Pa-‘or
Edmund Frank, Missouri Synod L -
theran student pastor, teaches two. |

courses offered are: “Life and Letrers -
Paul,” *“Life of Christ,”” “Introdpoer o
to the New Testament,” and “Marr sge
end Moral-” Fighty-two are enrgllad

the

adavantery {or lutheron Stuc e’

of Tesoy woy dedicoted May
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..<e DBible courses during the current
=00l year.

Following the dedication of the stu-
.at center, dedication services were
oo held at the new $17,600 parsonage
; the student pastor which was built
. tke Highland Park subdivision in

1354

Lether College . . . A record number
i people attended the 29th annual clos-
. exercises of Luther College, Regina,
sask, on April 26. Featured speaker
.« the Hon. Woodrow S. Lloyd, Saskat-
sewan’s minister of education. Dr. Rex
<ireider, principal of the college, an-

—~ed that another full-time teacher
.| be added to Luther’s faculty next

.

<1t LUTHER COLLEGE students were re-
_-tly rteceived into membership at
~nst Lutheran Church, Regina, by
_-#rmation and two more by baptism.
—s college has placed some of its class-
~wms at the disposal of Christ Church's
<.nday school for use on Sunday morn-
~ge. Luther College works hand in hand
+th Christ Church on the campus, each
belping to supply the needs of the other.

Wartburg College . . . Dr. A. E. Haef-
-.r. dean of Wartburg College, will de-
_ver the address at the baccalaureate
_rvice on Sunday, May 29, at 4 P. M.
A Memorial Day observance will be held
»n Monday morning, May 30. The day is
+'<o designated as Alumni Day, with a
roon  luncheon scheduled at which
alumni will receive the class of Seniors
nto the Alumni Association. Speaker
2t the commencement exercises on Tues-
4ay at 10 A. M. will be Dr. Edward W.
Schramm, editor of the LUTHERAN
STANDARD.

ABOUT PEOPLE

Dr. Edgar S. Brown, Jr., of Potts-
town, Pa., has been elected director of
the United Lutheran Church in Amer-
ira’s new Department of Worship. Dr.
Erown, pastor of Grace Lutheran
(hareh in Pottstown, will begin his new
~.+.s at denominational headquarters
- New York City about June 1. He was
vected by the Executive Board of the
~.reh at its April meeting. Purpose of
e new department, according to Dr.
Feemklin Clark Fry, ULCA president,
vl be “to enrich, not to govern the de-
weonal life of the United Lutheran

%.rch in America”

4 l;t1le more than three years after
. .ame to the United States as a Lu-
cran sponsored displaced person, El-
wmmer. 18, received the keys to

- es of Tacoma, Puyallup, and Sum-
the state of Washington. At the

v e she was also presented with
st @ queen of the Puyallup Valley

s o Festival while her parents,

- i n a crowd of several thousands,
“i et with pride and probably ne lit.

« 2 azement. Flvera, her parents, her
ror and three sisters were resettled

3 ! theran Nesettlement SNerviee on

oy 2V, 19558
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This large church and education unit, valuad ot §350,000, was dedicated on May |
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by St. John Congregation, Eau Claire, Wis. Tha church will seat cbout 450 persons

March 8, 1952, when they came [0
Washington from the Soldor! Valley
near Hannover, Germany. Elvera is a
junior at Puyallup High School.

AMONG THE CHURCHES

Preston, lowa . . . A new parish hall
was dedicated on April 17 by St. John
Church, Preston, lowa, (Pastor W. A.
Bischoff). District President H. W.
Siefkes preached the dedication sermon
before the largest group ever assembled
for a service in St. John church. At noon
the ladies of the church served a dinoer.
During the afternoon open house was
observed, and a tea was served by the
wives of the building committeemen. [=
the evening a meal was served in the
church parlors for visiting pastors, Sea-
day school staff families, counvci] fam-
ilies, and building committes famulies
At the evening service Dr. Samuel Salz-
mann of Wartburg Seminary preached
the sermon.

The new parish hall, begun in May.
1954, is of brick and block construction
and is joined to the northeast cormer of
the church, forming an L-shapad baild-
ing. The hall includes 13 individual
classrooms, two departmental assem-
blies, a recreation center, a pastor's of-
flce, a sacristy, restrooms, and a pipe
chamber for the pipe organ. Amwng
furnishings in the bailding, many of
them donated by organizations of the
church, are draperies, chalkboards, a
complete set of Saliman’s paintings of
Christ, an intercom system, Bibie maps,
lectern, garment valet, and bulletin
boards.

Eau Claire, Wiscomsin . . Dedica
tion services were held on May 1 for
the new $350,000 S John church and
education unit, Fau Claire (Paster Rox
. Schmeichel), Featured speaker at the
two morning services was District Prest
dent Theodore ONrogge, and attendarts
at the evening service heard a sermen

.

5y Pastor George H. Vollmer. the
former pastor of the eongregation stll
living. Other highlights of the week-long
celebration were a Sanday school ~mo-
rram, a congregational banguet, 1 youch
program, and 2 fellowship nizht. [t was
the congregation’s first dedication since
2 brass band led 2 dedicazion proeession
71 years ago-

The mew chorch, loeazed abont —wo
miles from the oid dumilding, meorporames
Gothie architeetzre with the arest if
modern comvenierves. 1 ga~iong ot ad-
jacent to the choTeh cax accommodare
59 cars. Seating cayacty of T cha~ma
3 estimared 2% 23N A TwWn-story Sundaw
whool a=mex wozd 20 casgmooms W
weommodate I3

On the #=ez four of e Soeh s 2
chapel which rax de commected with the
nave o take care of overdow cmews
Staived-glass windows sepaTatmy T
parthex from the mave an e tused
E oz the frss doer = 1 muchers’ wum
with a Jomdspealer smlled T manees
it with the podpiz A weal of IN Tomeis
speakers are lovmand Doogtuut  The
shureh, 10 of theme TSty I The sz
im the Masemmeet ceilimgy A TITSeTV awd 3
kindergarten are sl vwomd 1w
drst deer.

A larpe stage WALd Tl Yerome
is loated im the dwmemenl M one e
of & 50 Ay To-dout sasemndly bal A lavge
madera kirchem 8% the ol &l o Foa
s that mrong B Oe Jroagtae e
cated at Uhe Joft of the membos du
st a8 SORVORIGORL K3 O RTVOTD M idw
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NEWS

AMONG THE DISTRICTS
IOWA . ..

DEDICATION of more than $7,000 worth
of improvements was held on April 24
at Zion church, Elvira, Iowa, (Pastor
William Biedermann). Guest speaker
was Pastor Harold Kumpf of Maque-
keta, Iowa. Among the improvements
are a new lectern, altar rail, carpeting,
altar vases, and interior redecoration,
all as a result of memorial gifts.

As AN ALC 25TH anniversary project
the five pastoral conferences of the Iowa
District approved a district-wide Spir-
itual Life Mission to be held between
September and December. The project
was proposed by District President H.
W. Siefkes. The district executive com-
mittee will function as the evangelism
committee of the district.

GROUND WAS BROKEN on April 17 at
Britt, Iowa, for a new $109,000 First
Lutheran church, (Pastor Paul Adix).

TRINITY CHURCH, Moville, Towa (Pas-
tor Russell W. Schilling) has purchased
a new parsonage for $24,000. On May
8 the congregation burned the mortgage
on its church. (A new parsonage has
been purchased also for the district's
package mission in Fort Dodge.)

INTERNS who will serve in Iowa Dis-
trict churches during the coming school
year are Herold Heupel, First Church,
Waterloo; Philip Kurtz, St. John
Church, Sumner; Leonard Rudolph, St.
John Church, Charles City; and Harley
Schmitt, St. James Church, Mason City.
All are from Wartburg Seminary,

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Chatsworth, Ia., (Pastor Luther Meyer)
is making evangelism gains among the
unchurched of the community. At re-
cent services a number of children from
unchurched and inactive families were
baptized. Church attendance is also on
the increase. A record attendance of
108 was reported recently. The congre-
gation will celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary this fall.

CENTRAL . . .

THE FIRST SERVICE in the ALC's new
package mission in Colorado Springs
will be held on May 22. Work in the new
field was begun shortly after Easter by
Pastor Luther Sherer, formerly of Bird
City, Kan. Negotiations are now being
completed for the purchase of a site in
the northeast section of the city. Lu-
THERAN STANDARD readers are asked to
continue sending names of prospective
members to Pastor Sherer, 711 E. Platte,
Colorado Springs, Colo.

St. PAUL CONGREGATION, Loveland,
Colo., which has been served by Pastor
H. Woelber, has decided to disband and
is turning its property over to the Amer-
ican Lutheran Church to be used in the
package mission program.

8

Pastor A. ZEILINGER, formerly of
Eaton, Colo., was installed recently as
pastor of First Church, Avoca, Neb.
During the vacancy period this congre-
gation was served by students and faec-
ulty members of Trinity Lutheran Semi-
nary, Blair, Neb.

IMMANUEL CHURCH, Goodland, Kan.,
(Pastor Ludwig Scholl) has agreed to
use its property as collateral to provide
the necessary loan funds for the mission
in Brewster, Kan,

Among important men who attended the
recent convention of the ALC's Texas
District were, left to right: Dr. Reuben
K. Youngdahl of Minneapolis, who was
inspirational speaker; District President
C. N. Roth; and host Pastor G. A,
Poehlmann of Fredericksburg, Texas

TEXAS . ..

CHRIST CHURCH, Dallas, Tex., under
the direction of its founding pastor,
Rev. Paul B. Frank, observed its 10th
anniversary with a fellowship dinner and
thanksgiving service on Friday evening,
March 18. The church was organized as
a package mission 10 years ago when
22 persons met in the Old Jefferson
Hotel. Christ Congregation now owns
a modern brick building and an educa-
tion unit where a kindergarten and the
first grade function on weekdays. Com-
municant membership is now 425.

A REVISED STANDARD VERSION of the
Bible, bound in red sealskin, was dedi.
cated on April 24 at St. John church,
Bartlett, Tex, (Pastor Walter C,
Probst). The Bible and an indoor bulle-
tin board were given in memory of Sgt.
Franklin (Bud) Fischer by his buddies
who served with him in the 9th Medical
Laboratory in World War II. The men
of the 9th Medical Laboratory, now lo-
cated in 21 states and Japan, have kept
in touch with each other through a quar-
terly mimeographed sheet and have pro-
moted a project each year.

CALIFORNIA . . .

OUR SAvIOR CHURcH,
Enli.f., (Pastor E,
rated its 10th anniversary on
Rev. Maynard A. Force, dean hgf. yul‘
California Lutheran Bible School, 5pok-x
at the morning service, and Djstrics
President Walter H, Hellman was mai-
speaker at the evening service of thank:
giving., At a congregational anniversa
banquet on May 6 Pastor Konrad Koos
mann of West Covina, Calif., was fes
tured speaker,

TwWo CALIFORNIA congregations re
cently held reunions for their confirms
tion classes. First Church, Comptor
(Pastor William Lange) held its 25tk
annual reunion for all those confirme
in the last 31 years; and Good Shepher
Church, Los Angeles (Pastor Paul L
Baumgartner) held a reunion for the
more than 600 persons who have beer
confirmed there since 1933.

DR. OscAr C. MEES was honored at the
California District convention on the
observance of the 50th anniversary of
his ordination. Dr. Henry F. Schuh
ALC president, cited Dr. Mees as an ex-
ample of the faithfulness of pastors an‘
related some of his contributions to th:
Lutheran Church as a whole and to th:
ALC in the past 25 years. Dr. Mees wa:
instrumental in the formation of the
National Lutheran Council and serve:
for 16 years on the Board of Trustee:
of the ALC. The convention preserltec'!
him with an anniversary gift.

A NEW PAINTING of “Christ the Good
Shepherd” was presented to Faith
Church, Chico, Calif., (Pastor Rolané
G. Wuest) to help to celebrate the thire
anniversary of the dedication of the
church. The painting, which presents ¢
smiling Christ, was painted by Clyd:
Provonsha of Paradise. During Len®
Faith Church conducted a telephon:
campaign to contact all members of the
church each week and remind them o
the midweek Lenten services. The re
sults were described as “very satisfac

tory.”

EASTERN . . .

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH, Home-
Stfﬂd, Pa. (Pastor Martin A. Bauer)
celebrated its 66th anniversary on Sur-
day, May 1. Editor Edward W. Schrat_nn:
was the guest preacher at the morning
service. An anniversary Family Night
was held in the evening at which the;
motion picture, “Song of Sumatra,” was
shown.

DAKOTA . ..

ZioN  CONGREGATION, Bx'idgﬁ'wﬂt'f‘f-L
S. D., (Pastor Robert F. Wulff) broke
ground on Easter Sunday for a new
$50,000 church. The new structure, t°
be built of brick and tile, will replace
the present frame church which has beer
in use since 1895. The new church will
seat about 200 persons and will be com-
pleted about Christmastime.
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Editortal Jottings

Will Our Heart Burn in Heaven?

When those Emmaus disciples realized that they had
actually been with the Master on that memorable Easter
Sunday afternoon they said to one another, “Did not our
heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way,
and while He opened to us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32.
Doubtless the disciples referred primarily to the fact that
their hearts were strangely warmed by the wonderful
words which came from the lips of the Savior. But it has
always seemed to me that they were also admitting that
they had been foolish men and slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets had spoken about the Christ, and
that they were reproaching themselves for not having
recognized Him.

Although this is an Easter story, its meaning and its
message are perennial. In fact, it is most appropriate for
these very days—the week in which we celebrate the
ascension of our Lord and the week before the festival
of Pentecost. For the Savior is still drawing near to His
disciples as they walk the various roads of this earth . . .
coming to us through His Word and through the Spirit
of truth . . . seeking, now as then, to show us Himself and
to open to us the Scriptures. And we disciples, looking
so intently at the things of this earth, are in so many re-
spects blind to the presence of the Christ, to the eternal
things that are not seen with the eye of flesh. We read
with pity about how slow of heart those first disciples
were to recognize the risen Christ and to understand the
0Old Testament prophecies and His own words about His
sufferings and His resurrection, and all the while we our-
selves go through life holding many a doleful conversa-
tion with one another, looking sad, and acting almost as
though Christ were still in the tomb.

And so it is in order seriously to raise the question,
“Will our heart burn in heaven?” This question is not, of
course, raised in order to begin some fruitless speculation
about the nature of our existence in heaven. No, it is in-
tended simply to stimulate some heart-searching on this
serious matter of our human tendency to fail to take
Christ and His majestic power and His exceeding great
and precious promises seriously. When we no longer see
through a glass darkly but face to face, shall we not have
some sensation—call it a burning of the heart . . . call it
an overflowing sense of gratitude at the marvelous pa-
tience and goodness of God . . . call it what you will . ...
shall we not have some overwhelming realization of how
woefully we failed in this life to possess our spiritual pos-
sessions and to be more than conquerors through Him

who loved us?

The Epistle lesson for next Sunday (Exaudi Sunday)
provides a case in point. The opening word of that Epistle
is: “But the end of all things is at hand,” I Peter 4:7.
Christ has plainly told us that we are living in the last
days . . . and that we should be constantly prepared for
the coming of the Last Day, suddenly, as a thief in the
night. But don’t we prove ourselves just as foolish and as
slow of heart to believe all that the apostles and Christ
have said about His second coming as were those first
disciples with regard to the prophecies concerning His

first coming? Or, to look for a moment at the Gospel for
next Sunday, the Savior Himself foretells the persecutions
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that His own are going to experience, persecuti

will involve even death. For these tribflations h?;?:s tgft
Savior, the love of the Father and the grace of éhrgst ths
Savior and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit will be suff-
cient. But how often even a very little tribulation | . . or
even the fear of what might happen to us because we are
Christians . . . causes us to be panic-stricken and to act
as though the world had overcome Christ instead of
Christ having overcome the world.

Nor is this all. The risen Christ, the ascended Christ,
the Christ who is coming soon, wants us to go farther with
Him than the mere rudiments of Christian faith and Jife,
He wants us to grow as Christians, to grow to mature
Christian manhood, “to the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ,” Ephesians 3:13. As on that memorable
Easter Sunday afternoon Christ still makes as though He
would go farther. And we drag our feet and hold back
.. . perhaps in fear of venturing into strange country . . .
perhaps because we are so self-satisfied that we see little
need for pushing forward.

Here, fellow members of the American Lutheran
Church, is something to contemplate seriously in this
silver anniversary year of our Church. It is, of course,
quite proper to review the progress made in the various
phases of our Church’s program during the past quarter
of a century . .. and, in doing so, humbly to thank God
and take courage. But it is quite improper to think that
our Church has already attained, that we have measured
up fully to God's expectations of us in the past twenty-
five years, and that, really, there is scant room for im-
provement in the American Lutheran Church because it
is already such a near-perfect organization and has such
a near-perfect program, —Does not our heart burn within
us as we survey the course of the past quarter of a cen-
tury? Are we not transported with wonder, love, and
praise at the undeserved mercies of our Lord? And are we
not moved to cast down our eyes, smite upon our breast,
and confess that we have done those things that we ought
not to have done and failed to do many, many things
that we ought to have done?

Truly, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost all call on us
to examine ourselves as individuals and as churches to see
in which respects we have been fools and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken and to go
forward with Christ in the manner and tl_le_ measure that
He would so gladly enable us to do. Writing on the ex-
perience of the Emmaus disciples in a recent issue of the
Lutheran Companion, G. Erik Hagg observed: “Like the
Emmaus-destined disciples . . . we have been and still
are very, very slow to understand Scriptures. Even we

Lutherans who boast about having the key that opens |

unto us Holy Writ fail to understand that God's redemp- |
tive work is a life that conquers death, a light that shineth |
in the darkness, a leaven which ferments and permeates
the whole world, a seed out of which the Church has
sprung forth like a mighty tree whose leaves are for the
healing of the nations. This we have been slow to believe
and to put to practice. . . " —Hence, does not our heart
burn within us . . . and will it not burn when we see
Christ as He is? —E.W.S.
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Diego Rivera's frescoes on the walls of the National Palace in Mexico City portray the great social revolution in Mexico's history

No. I in a series of three articles

on the Church in Mexico

THE SOLDIER BROUGHT THE PRIEST

wE OF THE THINGS that Diego
O Rivera, the distinguished Mexi-

can artist, did when he painted
his gigantic frescoes on the walls of
+he National Palace in Mexico City
was to place the soldier and the priest
side by side.

In one of these frescoes (the one
<hown above he took particular pains
to make Hernando Cortes, the Spanish
congueror, look as contemptible and
4s hidecus as possible. Cortes is
shown twice on this fresco. In the
hottom, slightly left of center, he is
sre man on the left who 1s receiving
10

U

By Wilfred Bockelman

money. A wealthy Spanish-born land-
owner is buying Indian slaves from
Cortes, the conqueror. A priest is
standing by, recording the sale and in
so doing giving his consent to such
slavery.

In the upper left-hand corner of
'ghe fresco is an Indian bringing his
jewels and trinkets to the priest for
the building of the ghurch. Cortes,
however, is standing by with his
sword over the Indian, who, if he
values his life, has no choice but to
give his money to help to build the
church.

In the upper center part of the
fresco a friar is leading a group of
native slaves into hard labor. It is not
hard to get the message of the paint-
ing. What Rivera is trying to sayw
is that the soldiercongqueror, Cortes,
and the Roman Catholic Church
worked hand in hand in subjugating
the native people of Mexico. The In-
dians were forced by the sword of
the conqueror to bring their wealth to
the priests to enrich the coffers of the
church. The priest, in turn, was quite
willing to give consent to a system of
slavery demanded by the conqueror.
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|n other words, the soldier had
prought the priest, and they were
.ach dependent upon the other.

While it is true that the painting
reflects the thinking of the artist,
pivera, who is increasingly becoming
~ore Communistic; and while it is
g0 true that Rivera is despised in
\lexico today because of these red
endencies, there is a tremendous
ruth in the message of this fresco,
<hich neither historians nor modern
\[exicans question.

If one would understand the place
¢ religion in Mexico today he must
nderstand this close intertwining of
-riest and soldier, church and state,
<hich has expressed itself in various
says in the last four centuries of
\lexican history.

True, Cortes, the Spanish con-
.veror, brought the church with him,
ot the historian, Henry Bamford
parkes, has this to say about that
¢hurch:

“The Spanish religion, with its con-
«+ant invocations to the Virgin, to
Spain's especial patron Saint James of
Compostella, and to the countless other
:zints in the Christian calendar, was
virtually polytheistic. . . . This crusad-
irz faith blended easily with the pagan-
«;n of the Indians. The policy of the
frizrs was always to avoid any abrupt
--zrge in ideas and practices; like their
preizcessors in northern Europe during
+re Dark Ages, they smashed the idols
zrd ferbade the worship of false geds,
iyt they adopted into the service of the
(tzreh whatever of the old rituals and
—gezés could be reconciled with Chris-

“In becoming Christians, therefore,
-he Indians did not cease to be pagans.
Z",s'.ezd of Huitzilopochtli and Texcat-
Ipoca they now worshiped the Virgin
:nd the saints, and these personages
were represented by wooden and bejew-
#7124 images which had miraculous pow-
:~= and were able to cure diseases and

- eontrol the weather.”

Paganism Predominated

Although there were some of the
“ergy who took seriously their task
-~ eradicate the worship of pagan
rds, success was not easy. Religion

-+inned to be a mixture of Chris-
* z=ity and paganism in which pagan-

= cften predominated.

Histprian Parkes, in evaluating the
—=+ribution of the church during the
—~ ¢f conquest and immediately
“zr, says the church’s “ideal—or
~f many of its clergr—was a
¢ government, a privileged
r ==trood, and an ignorant laity.”
1= =27 the lavish ritualism of the

» there was little of morality.

¢. s Parkes:
!

was a natural mysticism;
an instrument of Spanish im-
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perialism. From the ordinary citizen
little more was required than obedience
to the Decalogue, and often not even
that. Heresy was the only unpardonable
sin. Bandits carried sacred medals and
hoped that the intercession of the virgin
would save them from execution. As the
kings relaxed their vigilance and the
missionary enthusiasm of the period of
the conquest decayed, the clergy became
degenerate. Clerical concubinage was
soon the rule rather than the exception,
and friars openly roamed the streets of
the cities with women on their arms.
Many of the priests were ignorant and
tyrannical, whose chief interest in their
parishioners was the exaction of mar-
riage, baptism, and funeral fees, and
who were apt to abuse the confessional
for the seduction of the girls.”

Church's Land Holdings Increased

The church also had huge land hold-
ings and was almost a banking insti-
tution. Lucas Alaman, who was him-
gelf a defender of the church, esti-
mated that in the early nineteenth
century more than half the land in
use in Mexico had become the prop-
erty of the clergy. The church also
owned at least two thirds of the capi-
tal in circulation.

The church enjoyed an enormous
revenue from rents and interest, from
tithes, fees, and the sale of papal
bulls, and since it was exempt from
taxation, its holdings steadily in-
creased.

All this wealth, however, was dis-
tributed quite unevenly. A great por-
tion of it was used to adorn churches
and cathedrals with solid silver altars
and candlesticks and long silver and
gold altar rails and all manner of
statues and ornaments. And while
many of the parish priests earned
barely 100 pesos a year, the friars
often lived luxuriously. Some bishops
and archbishops received over 100,000

pesos a year and were among the
richest men in Mexico,

‘In return for their wealth and
privilege,” says Parkes, “the clergy
had ‘been expected to impress upon
Mexico a Catholic culture. But after
the period of conquest they did little
for education. Primary education al-
most disappeared; at the end of the
eighteenth century there were only
ten primary schools in all Mexico.”

Little wonder that, when the revo-
lution broke out in Mexico toward the
close of the last century and the be-
ginning of the present, the church
should be in for trouble. Little won-
der also that, if the church expected
to retain its power and control, it
must give allegiance to a reactionary
government, for the hierarchy was
rightly accused of being more inter-
ested in its own privileges than in the
independence of the country.

Juarez Favored Protestantism

Benito Juarez, one of the great
heroes of Mexican history, found it
necessary to take a strong stand
against the Roman Catholic Church.
He would have welcomed Protestant-
ism, he once said, since Protestant
ministers would have taught the In-
dians to read instead of making them
spend their money on candles for
saints.

When the revolution came in Mex-
ico—for it was bound to come—the
liberal element who wanted to b
a strong, independent Mexico kmew
that the power of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy would have 10 be broken.
One might logically have supposad.
therefore, that this anticatholicism,
plus Juarez's expressed sympathy for
Protestantism, would have given the
Protestant Church a wide opening &nd
fres opportunity in Mexica. However,
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in revolutions things seldom happen
logically. Logic gives way to emotions
and fanaticism. The innocent are
made to suffer with the guilty. Anti-
catholicism became antichurchism . . .
no matter what denomination.

Mexicans by Nature Religious

And yet, while there was a bitter
feud between the church and the revo-
lutionary and postrevolutionary gov-
ernment in Mexico, the Roman Catho-
lic Church still kept a strong hold on
the people. It is true that for three
years during the revolution all Catho-
lic churches were closed and some of
them even destroyed, and it is also
true that constitutionally the Roman
Catholic Church in Mexico today op-
erates under some very stringent reg-
ulations. Yet Mexico is still consid-

. ered to be 99 per cent Roman Cath-

olic.

How is it possible for the church to
exercise such control in practice when
in theory it is so restricted by the
constitution? It has already been men-
tioned that during the several cen-
turies that the Roman Church dom-
inated Mexico it did little to raise the
educational level of the populace. In
fact, there is grave doubt as to how
much the church really Christianized
the people. Even before the coming of
the Spanish conqueror and the Roman
Catholic Church the native Mexican
Indians were by nature deeply re-
ligious though their religion consisted
of superstitions. The Roman Church
succeeded in getting these people to
transfer their loyalty from their idols
to the Lady of Guadalupe. The super-
stitious power they formerly attrib-
uted to their gods they now attrib-
uted to the Lady of Guadalupe, but
it remained superstition, and the
Roman Catholic Church did little to
change it. The whip of superstition
which the church was able to wield
over the rank and file of the people
was more powerful than was the
sword which the revolutionaries held
over their heads.

When the revolution was over and
Protestant denominations were able
to begin work they had the same pro-
tection as did the Roman Catholic
Church, although both were subject
to the stringent regulations of the
constitution. The average Mexican,
however, remained putty in the hands
of the priest who could easily per-
suade him that Protestantism was
harmful. While the priests could often
honestly say that they were not caus-
ing persecution of Protestants they
did nothing to stop their own people
who destroyved Protestant churches
and killed Protestant pastors.

At present there is no open perse-
cution of the Protestant Church in
Mexico. All Protestant Church prop-
erty must be nationalized. That means
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that the Protestant congregation
must build its church and then give
it to the government, which then
gives the congregation permission to
conduct services in it. The minister
must be a native-born Mexican. This
arrangement has certain advantages,
for now, if the property is vandalized,
a crime will have been committed
against the government. There re-
mains, however, the uneasy feeling
that in the changes of governments
which are not uncommon in Latin-
American countries a government
could be put into power which would
not be in sympathy with the Protes-
tant Church. In that case it could
easily decide to forbid use of the
church which is now, after all, the
government’s own property.

Wrong People Throw Stones

There is, however, another great
problem for the Lutheran Church in
Mexico. It has been said that it would
be better for a church to have stones
thrown through its windows than to be
ignored. A church that is ignored is
not strong enough to be worth bother-
ing with while a church that has
stones thrown through its windows has
at least given evidence of having some
strength. The trouble with the Lu-
theran Church in Mexico—and for
that matter of any church in Mexico
—is that it’s the wrong people who
throw the stones through the win-
dows. The people who do on occasion
vandalize the churches are those
Roman Catholics who, because they
have been neglected by their church,
have a tremendous superstitious zeal.
They usually belong to the lower class
and have little leadership ability.

The growing class of educated peo-
ple in Mexico ignore the church. In
all probability they still consider
themselves Roman Catholic, but they
seldom attend church more than once
a year . . . if that often. They are
completely secularistic. They pride
themselves in the Mexican constitu-
tion, which so completely separates
church and state.

This secularistic Mexico is making
great strides in art, architecture, sci-
ence, education, business, industry,
etc. One doesn’t have to be in Mexico
very long to see that a new Mexico is
being built, and that it is being built
rapidly.

It is this growing, educated, middle
class of Mexicans that the Lutheran
Church in Mexico would like to reach.
With these people unquestionably lies
the future of Mexico. And what that
Mexico of the future will be like will
be greatly determined by whether or
not these people are Christian.

(Next week's article will tell what
the Lutheran Chureh in Mexico is
doing to reach these people.)

“The RSV as the Living Word”

“Let and Hinder”
By Luther A. Weigle

IF YOU WILL TURN to your Webster’s
New International Dictionary you
will discover that there are two verbs
spelled and pronmounced exactly alike,
let, which come from two distinct
Anglo-Saxon roots. The one verb
“let” means to hinder, impede, or
prevent; the other means just the op-
posite, to permit or allow. Both were
in current use in 1611; both are used
in the Bible and in Shakespeare, But
only the second remains a part of liv-
ing English today; the first survives
only as a noun in the legal phrase
“without let or hindrance” and in the
game of tennis, where anything that
interrupts or hinders the game and re-
quires a point to be played again is
called a “let.”

When Hamlet’s friends seek to re-
strain him from following the beck-
oning ghost of his father, he cries:

“Unhand me, gentlemen. By heaven,
I'll make a ghost of him that lets me.”

This obsolete use of the verb *let”
appears three times in the King
James Version of the Bible. In Isaiah
43:13 God speaks through the
prophet: “There i8 none that can de-
liver out of My hand: I will work,
and who shall let it?” The revised
versions have “who can hinder it?”
Paul, writing to the Romans (1:13),
tells that he had “oftentimes pur-
posed” to come to them, but that he
“was let hitherto”; the Revised
Standard Version renders this, *I
have often intended to come to you,
but thus far have been prevented.”

The other occurrence is in II Thes-
salonians 2:6, 7, where the King
James Version reads: “And now ye
know what withholdeth that he might
be revealed in his time. For the mys-
tery of iniquity doth already work:
only he who now letteth will let, until
he be taken out of the way.” The ob-
scurity of these verses is increased by
the use of the word ‘“letteth” in verse
7 for the Greek word which was
translated “withholdeth” in verse 6.
The Revised Standard Version reads:
“And you know what is restraining
him now so that he may be revealed
in his time. For the mystery of law-
lessness is already at work; only he
who now restrains it will do so until
he is out of the way.”

TABLE PRAYER
Father, bless our earthly food;
By it be our strength renewed.
Bless the family circle here
And other families far and near.
Grant us peace and love and grace
Until we meet Thee face to face. Amen.
—MRs. JAMES BYRD.
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"ONE WORLD" CONCEPTS

1. The Board for Christian Social
Action urges members of the Ameri-
:an Lutheran Church to appraise crit-
ically all “one world” concepts now so
frequently heard in discussion. As
with many oversimplified expressions,
there are elements of both truth and
orror in much ‘“one world” thinking.

9. It is true that there is a unity
to the world. “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth.” He
established and preserves the proc-
esses by which the delicate balance
of unity is maintained among the in-
teracting forces of His creation. He
created man—all men—in His image.
originally everything that God had
made “was very good” (Genesis
1:31). God's universe is indeed one
world.

3. Sin now stains the entire world
of mankind. Evil, yet also some good,
is found without respect to persons,
races, or nations. All men and all na-
tions everywhere are accountable to
God. He judges them all by His stand-
ard of justice. He offers His gift of
eternal life to whosoever believes in
the atoning salvation of His only Son.
All mankind is one under God, con-
victed by His law, offered His grace.

4. Realistically, however, the world
is not one. It has not been one since
God stopped men’s efforts to build a
tower to heaven, confounding their
language and scattering “them abroad
upon the face of all the earth” (see
Gen. 11:1-9). Mankind is divided into
numerous groups by nationality loy-
alties, by language barriers, and by
class consciousness or racial pride
even within a nation.

5. Much is made of the “brother-
hood of man” and the “fatherhood of
God” as justifying “‘one world” think-
ing. These terms do not accord with
our Lutheran Christian understand-
ing. They also give a false impression
of human unity, an impression con-
trary to the realities of human ex-
perience.

6. Scripture teaches clearly that
God “made of one blood all nations
of men,” Acts 17:26, and that man-
kind is related by its common an-
cestry in Adam and Noah. Having a
common ancestor, however, does mnot
make men brothers. They may be no
closer related than cousins, many
times removed. Rather than the
‘“brotherhood of man,” it is more cor-
rect to speak of the “family of man-
kind.”

7. Jesus spoke of His followers as

P
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This statement regarding the vari-
ous ‘“‘one world” plans about which
so much is being said and written
nowadays was recently adopted by
the Board for Christian Social Ac-
tion of the American Lutheran
Church. The board decided to refer
the document to members of the
ALC for their study and discussion.
Comments or suggestions may be
sent to Dr. Carl F. Reuss, Execu-
tive Secretary, Board for Christian
Social Action, 57 E. Main St., Co-
lumbus 15, Ohio

His brethren. The nonbelievers are
neighbors, to be loved, to be helped,
to be treated with respect and under-
standing, to be brought His Word—
but they are not yet brethren in the
full, intimate, comradely sense of that
word. Christians, and only Christians,
are Jesus' brethren. Only Christians
then, in the fullest sense of the term,
may rightly be called brothers one of
another.

8 God is not biologically the
Father of man. He is the Creator of
man, whom He fashioned in His
image. He is the all-powerful, just,
and overwhelmingly righteous Ruler
of the universe. Natural man must
shrink in awe at -His majestic might.
Man can call Him Father only
through Christ. Jesus taught His dis-
ciples to pray “Our Father.” He Him-
self said, “No man cometh unto the
Father but by Me,” John 14:6. The
“fatherhood of God” correctly de-
scribes the relationship which only
Christians, born again through Christ
and made His heirs by adoption, can
have to God.

9. Christians throughout the
world, whatever their background, na-
tionality, race, or tongue, are united
as members of one body, the church
of Christ. It is right and proper for
them to work together across race,
language, and nationality lines, not
only with one another, but also with
other men of good will to advance the
common interests and well-being of
mankind. Thereby they are putting
into practice the principles of being
one's brother’s keeper and of loving
one’s neighbor as himself out of love
for God who first loved him.

10. The United Nations is an or-
ganization established to advance
such laudable objectives. It offers a
forum for discussion between the na-
tions and a medium for humanitarian
projects divorced from nationalistic
ambitions. Although it has not been
able to accomplish all that its ardent
backers hoped, vet it has accomplished

much for a better understanding be- ¢gpumbus 15, Obio

tween nations, peoples, and races. The
United Nations deserves the fervent
prayers of men of good will that it
may fulfill a God-pleasing role in in-
ternational affairs.

) 11. The United Nations, however,
is not and should not he an instru-
mentality for bringing about an ar-
tificial “one world.” It dare not be-

come a modern Tower of Babel °
through which men strive by their

OWN means, ig{mring God, to build a
pathway to their own heaven on earth
in defiance of God. It is an assembly

of sovereign nations, without power :

to compel or enforce majority views
upon an unwilling minority. It real-
izes the realities of a divided world.

12. The concept of “one world” is
appealing to men who want to show
love for neighbor as for self. At the
same time it may contain dangerous
threats to that and other cherished
principles. Members of the American
Lutheran Church have a rich oppor-
tunity for contributing clear, sound
correctives to some of the errors in-
herent in much “one world” thinking
and in advancing the truths likewise
contained in that term. As Christians
we are heirs to a2 “one world” concept
which faces men up to God and in-
vites them not only to put their trust
in God but also puts them under con-
straint to obey God (see John 3:16;
I Timothy 2:4-6; Acts 1:8).

CUTHBERTSON
Ready-to-Sew

CUT-OUT KITS

give you finest quality
CHURCH VESTMENTS
at SAVINGS up 1o 50¢,

1f you have in your church women who like
to sew, these new CUT-OUT KITS for chass-
bles, superfrontals, markers, stoles, aibs,
etc., can fill your vestment needs at almast
half the price of custom-tailored vestments
—yet give you the guality materials and
beauty for which Cuthbertson ecclasiasti-
cal vestments are distinguished.

All fabrics are perfectly centered, marked
and cut, ready to sew. Easy-to-follow in-
structions included. Send today for your
FREE copy of illustrated, cescriptive cata-
log, complete with order forms.

[ ). THEDDORE CUTHBERTSON. INC. j
2013 Sansom Street, Philadelphia 3, Fa. |

I Please send me your FREE Catzlog of Cut-Out
} Kits. }
Name of Your Church l

I Your Accress e — 7: :

Seate

Send Inquiries and Orders to
THE WARTBURG PRESS
57 E. Main St. 310 3 18tk St

Omaha 2 Nebr
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BROTHERHOOD BEAMS
By C. L. Nolte

Mr. 1. H. BERGDALL, president of the
Brotherhood of the Eastern District, re-
cently made a trip to Florida for the
purpose of organizing an area in the
vicinity of Miami. He writes in part:
“] have just returned from Florida
where 1 had one of the most thrilling
and inspiring experiences of my life. I
have never been with a group of men
who showed more evidence of genuine
love for their Church and its organiza-
tions."”

The ALC has eight congregations in
and around Miami. They are a long
way from other ALC churches and,
therefore, do not have the close contact
with the Church and its leaders which
they would like to have. They are anx-
ious to promote the entire program of
the American Lutheran Church vigor-
ously, and they welcome Church and or-
ganization leaders who point out oppor-
tunities for service.

Mr. Bergdall met with 956 men repre-
senting these eight churches on April
19. He talked to them about the purpose,
the challenge, and the program of the
Brotherhood of the ALC. They voted
unanimously to organize an area, and a
steering committee was appointed to
make final plans. Mr. C. H. Albrecht of
Biscayne Boulevard Lutheran Church
was selected as acting area president,
and nomination and constitution commit-
tees were appointed. May 24 was set as
the date to effect a permanent organi-
zation. The Brotherhood will inspire
and help these men to go forward in
building the church in fabulous Florida.

“BE PREPARED,” the motto of Boy
Scouts everywhere, was clearly illus-
trated recently in the Dakota Distriet.
Mr. John Pietz, president of the Broth-
erhood of the Dakota District, was in-
stalling the new officers at the meeting
of Area No. 4 when the lights suddenly
went out. Mr. Arthur Bendick, who was
being installed as president, calmly
pulled out a pencil flashlight and handed
it to Mr. Pietz. The installation cere-
mony went on undisturbed.

T DEATHS
Mrs. Mary Wiechert

Mrs. Mary Wiechert, 78, a member of
Zion Lutheran Church, Sandusky, Ohio,
died on April 22 after suffering a stroke
in her sleep. She was the widow of Fred
Wiechert, who for many years was prin-
cipal of Zion Church’s parochial school
and also the congregation’s organist-
choir director. He served in these same
capacities in St. John Church, Fort
Wayne, Ind., during the latter half of
his active service.

1.

Funeral services were conducted in
Zion church on April 25 by Pastor Theo-
dore Stellhorn, Jr. Brief services were
held also in Saginaw, Mich., where bur-
ial took place. Officiating at Saginaw
was Pastor Hans Knauer.

14

Dr. S. E. Engstrom

Dr. Sigfrid E. Engstrom of Minne-
apolis, director of the Board of Ameri-
can Missions of the Augustana Lutheran
Church and one of
the outstanding
leaders of Ameri-
can Lutheranism,
died suddenly in
Washington, D. C.,
on April 28. Death
was attributed to a
heart attack. Dr.
Engstrom, 48, was
attending the 86th
annual convention
of Augustana’s New
York Conference
when he was strick-
en in his hotel room
and was rushed to George Washington
Hospital. He died there a few hours
later.

Head of Augustana’s home missions
program for 16 years, Dr. Engstrom
had long been a leading figure in inter-
synodical and interdenominational ac-
tivities. He was the last president of
the former American Lutheran Confer-
ence and was active in numerous com-
mittees of the National Lutheran Coun-
cil, National Council of Churches, Lu-
theran World Federation, and World
Council of Churches. For many years

-

he directed Augustana’s efforts in L.
theran World Aection.

Dr. Engstrom was born in
in 1907. He had just completed one year
of high school when both his parents
died. He completed high school by driv-
ing a cab during his spare hours, then
worked as a shipping clerk until 1923
when he became a' traffic manager for
the All-American Radio Corporation in
Chicago.

After three years in that post he en-
rolled at Augustana College in Rock
Island, Ill. He was graduated in 1930
and entered Augustana Theological Sem-
inary, where he obtained his B.D. Then
followed various pastorates and execu-
tive positions in the Augustana Lu-
theran Church.

Chicago

Mrs. Lina K. Herbener

Mrs. Lina K. Herbener, widow of Pas-
tor Konrad Herbener, died at her home
in Mayville, Wis.,, on April 27. She was
81.

Mrs. Herbener was born in Grand
Island, Neb., on October 9, 1873, the
daughter of Louis and Mary (Bauer)
Engel. On July 14, 1892, she was mar-
ried to Pastor Herbener in Rapid City,
S. D. Ten children were born to them,
three of whom died in infancy.

Surviving are one daughter and five
sons, two of whom are pastors of the
American Lutheran Church: Pastor K.
J. Herbener of Waupun, Wis., and Pas-
tor T. K. Herbener of Oconomowoe, Wis.
Mrs. Herbener’s husband died in 1933.

Lakeside, Ohio

118 W. Jefferson St., Sandusky Ohio.

ing, etc., in
main auditorium,
Dr. A. R. Kretzmann, pastor of St,

Rev. O. G. Grotefend (Friday);

and
Dr. Lechleiter will also preach th

Addressing the women on Th

Lakeside Lutheran Chautauqua

Again Provides Program
For a Family Vacation

July 11-17, 1955

Here's a vacation that will appeal to every family. Activities for all
age groups. Something for body, mind, and soul. Reasonable rates. Cot-
tages with cooking privileges large enough for several families to share
and thus reduce costs. For reservations write to Rev. Theo. Stellhorn, Jr.,

Bible school in the morning for children. Inspirational lectures for
adults. Group activities for teen-agers. Swimming, boating, golfing, fish-
e afternoon. Evenings free for concerts, movies, etc., in the

Luke Lutheran Church, (Missouri

Synod), Chicago, is the inspirational speaker for the week. He will also
address the Men’s Group on Thursday, The Bible teacher is Professor
August Engelbrecht of Wartburg Seminary, Other speakers include Cha

lian Norman Emch (Tuesday); Missionary William Weiss (Wednesdayiz

Dr. R. D. Lechleitner (Saturday ).

€ sermon at the Sunday morning service.

ursday morning will be Sist ivet .
Rev. Herbert Wolf will be youth leader. & Ssister Qlivet Not

For further information write to Rev. G. F. Shoup, Oak Harbor, Ohio.
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sunday School Lesson for May 29: “Resources for Life’s Crises,”
based on II Chronicles 32:1-8, 32, 33. Devotional Reading: Psalm 124

Hezekiah Believed in Preparedness

Recent history has taught our nation that
crisis  follows crisis. The advice which
comes to the nation from this sequence of
crises is that it get ready for the next one.
And certainly, the church must always live
for the emergency; and the Christian person
must meet every day as the day of judg-
ment.

There are a few pertinent lessons to be
drawn from the conduct of king and nation
of Judah.

Do Your Own Very Best

A time of crisis was drawing up for the
little mation of Judah and its good king
Hezekiah. The Assyrians were on the prowl,
sacking near-by nations whose idol gods
could be burned in the fire. Hezekiah might
have said to himself and to his people, “We
have set our house in order, we are God’s
people once more, now no harm can come
to us; so let us be at ease.” But he did not
engage in foolhardy talk of that sort. In-
stead he rallied his people to hard work.
The Assyrian forces would come someday,
that was reasonably sure; and Judah would
liave to get ready to stop them or be over-
whelmed by them. The king went by the
nile that he and his people would have to
do their very best or suffer the worst. In
this world of evil we must take measures
equal to the evils which rise up against us.
Ideas must be met with ideas, arguments
with arguments, force with force.

Hezekiah had work done by which water
was drained away from the possible be-
sieger of Jerusalem to the besieged in the
city. He had fortifications strengthened,
weapons stored, and fighting forces organ-
ized. In this way a nation which was fully
aware of being God’s people made ready to
meet a great crisis. To be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves is our Lord’s advice
to us. The wisdom part dictates that we
prepare for the crisis which arises and do
our very best to avert it or to meet it.

Trust in God for the Rest

In the history which unfolds in our study
we see King Hezekiah tell his people, who
are doing their most strenuous best, not to
be afraid of the terrible Assyrian. The fear
that enervates can be displaced by trust
that energizes. And this trust is not in
armor and skill of men but in “the Lord,
our Cod, to help us and to fight our
battles.”

Hezekiah was a king who spoke of God
to his people, and who spoke to God for
his people. We have seen national leaders
mocked for going to church, for saying
prayers publicly, for exhorting to trust in
God. The mocker said, “Tt is a pose.” Then

Lesson study based on "International Sunday
School Lessons ; the International Bible Lessons for
Christian Teaching.” Scripture quotations from the
Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. Both
the Lessons and the Bible translation are copy-
righted by the Division of Christian Education,
National Counpcll of the Churches of Christ in

the U. 8. A.
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some men of God spoke up in defense of
pious leaders. Exactly that happened in the
case of King Hezekiah. When he had
prayed in the house of the Lord concerning
the enemy, “O Lord, our God, save us
from his hand,” the prophet Isaiah spoke to
him the word of the Lord, “I will defend
this city to save it.” And the Lord’s prom-
ise was made good. The city was besieged
by overwhelming forces, the defenders

ﬁ)ught with all their means and wmight, Lul
le enemy was overcome as b i
act of God. Y & might
This is a success story for sure. Now, tlic
hard fact for Christians in many places ol
our day is that their nations have been
rolled under by the machines of war which
roared into their lands. To them we cannot
say that they must wait and try again: for
they may not live to see the day of another
chance. But this we can say to them, “Trust
God for the rest.” Success on earth is not
the chief thing for Christians, but trust in
God for life and salvation is the chief thing.
Christ Himself was a failure on the cross
and a success by the cross. He lives, Con-
queror of evil; in Him we shall conquer and
live. Trust in Him for all that.

—A. ]. SEEcERs.

My Bible and I A Study of T Corinthians, Chapter 2

Paul Champions the Only True Wisdom

“When I came to you, brethren, I did
not come proclaiming to you the testi-
mony of God in lofty words or wisdom.
For I decided to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied.” Judged from one point of view,
Paul would say, the gospel has a sim-
plicity and a directness which is outside
of the learned trappings of the “wise.”
A child can grasp Jesus Christ in trust
and in obedience.

But the apostle adds, “Yet among the
mature we do impart wisdom, although
it is not a wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are doomed to
pass away.” While there is a marvelous
simplicity in the gospel, it is at the same
time profound. It is a wisdom which is
beyond “the latest thing” after which
“the wise of this world” are always run-
ning. Give this a moment’s thought:
“The latest thing” and “the way we now
look at it” have a way of passing into
oblivion. The wisdom of this world is
always in flux. That which “everybody”
held as the truth yesterday is antiquated
today. But when we study the course of
the gospel . . . in spite of man’s way-
wardness and the attacks made upon
that gospel . . . it is still there. It re-
turns again and again as the one light

MY DAILY BIBLE READINGS

S. I Corinthians 2.

M. Galatians 6:11-18.
T. Ephesians 1:15-23.
Matthew 13:10-17.
T. Matthew 16:13-20.
F. Isaiah 64,

S. Romans 11:33-36.

man has when the darkness closes in
around him. There is a permanence
about this wisdom.

Paul further qualifies this wisdom
which has as its content, “Jesus Christ
and Him crucified.” He writes, “But we
impart a secret and hidden wisdom of
God, which God decreed before the
ages for our glorification.” Because it is
hidden and secret, man is never able to
find this wisdom on his own. How, then,
does he acquire it? “God has revealed
[it] to us through the Spirit.” Experi-
ence verifies what Paul writes. “The un-
spiritual man does not receive the gifts
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
to him, and he is not able to understand
them because they are spiritually dis-
cerned,” verse 14. When the believer
looks back upon his life and asks, “How
is it that I put my trust in Jesus Christ?”
the answer comes back: “T just do. I did
not come to faith; faith came to me.”
We believe. And at some point we know
Him as our highest, most indispensable
wisdom. “Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God,” Matthew 16:16.
When Peter made this confession of
faith, Jesus said to him, “Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee.”
This higher, saving wisdom can come
only from on high. “No man can say
that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy
Ghost.” — What a mistake it is (keep-
ing in mind the context in which Paul
wrote this) to put so much stock in the
person and the “wisdom” of this or
that man, even to the point of tearing
down a congregation. when the onlv
wisdom which can save comes from
God alone! Men, at best, can serve only
as vessels to transmit the message of
that wisdom to others,

—EKarL T. ScEMIOT
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QUESTION BOX

(Continued from page 8)

in the Christian religion and then bring
it back to its father and me to do this
teaching and training, which we are
only too happy and proud to do. But we
would be more happy to present our
child for baptism ourselves and in per-
son promise to rear it as a baptized
child of God. Am | mistaken in my
views? — Mrs. A. R., 5. Daketa.

I am surprised! Where did you get
that impression that the Lutheran
Church insists that Lutheran parents
in good standing must have sponsors
other than themselves at the baptism
of their children? 1 cannot believe
that any pastor in our midst makes
such a demand. If there is, I should
respectfully ask him to produce his,
“Thus saith the Lord.” The parents
themselves are held responsible in the
first place for the proper rearing of
their children. The custom of having
sponsors other than the parents them-
selves arose at the time when the
Christians were cruelly persecuted
and frequently martyred for their
faith’s sake. Then it was thought well
to have two or three others to obligate
themselves to care for the child should
the parents meet with such a fate.
Whether, or not, under present con-
ditions it is advisable to have friends
or relatives to serve as sponsors may
be a debatable question. But to insist
upon it or to urge it as such a salu-
tary custom that it must not be devi-
ated from, is Wrong.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALENDAR
.26. Michigan District convention at
M'g,,; zg.m Latheran chureh, Alpena, Mich,

Pastor Wm. B. Belk. N

June 1. Board of Regents of Wartburg Seminary
at the Seminary. , .

June S-10. Church Workers' Institute at Texas
Lutheran College, Seguin, Texas.

June 6, 7. Board of Regents of Capital University
at Schenk Divinity Hall Lounge (Student
Union). .

June 6-10. Northwestern District convention at
Pacific Lutheran College, Parkland, Wash.

June 13-16. Ohio District convention at Capital
University, Columbus, Ohio

June 13-17. Eastern District convention at Penn
Hall, Chambersburg, Pa.

June 20-23. Minnesota District convention at
American Lutberan Memorial Camp, Onamia,

Minn.
MEETINGS

The Michigan Distriet of the American Latheran
Church will hold its 25th annual convention May
23-26 at St Paul Lutheran chureh, Alpena, Mich,
Pastor Wm. B. Belk.

The Minnesotla District will meet at American
Lutheran Memorial Camp, Onamia, Minn., June
20-21, beginning June 20, at 7:30 PM. with a
ommunion service. All eommunications upon
which the distriet is to aet must reach the district
president ten days prior to the conventlon. Cre-
dentials should be sent 1o the district president
A. H. Ewald, President: A. L. Hoek, Secretary
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INSTALLATIONS

Upon authorization of the respective district
presidents the following pastors were ins

Henry Prieb in Peace Lutheran church, Sioux
Center, Jowa, and in Our Savior's Lutheran
church, Rock Valley, lIowa, April 24, by Pastor
Wm. Meinen.

Harold Tesch in St. Jobn Lutheran church,
Athol, Kansas, April 24, by Pastor John J.
Minneman.

Delbert W. Zier in Pilgrim Lutheran chureb,

Othello, Wash., April 24, by District President
S. C. Siefkes.

ADDRESSES

Rev. William Heinzig, from Burli , In., to
Belmond, Ia. ¢ e

Rev. Anlrew J. Klopfer, Englewood,

From 4733 Shermun to 4733 S. Clarkson. Colo.

Rev. Wulter H. Ruth, from Blue
107 Antills Ave., Coral Gables, Fla. luland. 1L, to

Rev. William Zibell, from St. p i
1706 S. 11th St., Sheboygan, Wis. wal. Minn., 1o

POSITION available as principal and te:
well-established Christian Day Schuolr: se::ibz:g'
references to Committee on Religious Education.
Solomen Lutheran Church, Woodville, Ohio. ®

NEEDED: St. John Lutheran Church, Boyden
lown, needs two Christinn day-school teachers (one
for Kindergarten through grade 4, the other for
grades b to 8) beginning September, 1955. 7-room
tencherage, with modern conveniences, on church
property. Write: Rev. H. J. Knoploh, Boyden, Ia.

DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK?

How would YOU answer? THE CHRISTIAN
PARENT magazine gives professional Christian
guidance on sex-training and other areas of family
living. Daily Bible-based devotions for families with
children. Monthly, $3 year. Sample free. THE
CHRISTIAN PARENT, Box WP, Highland, IIL

THIS IS Zfowr LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY

Brotherhood

Lutheran

Almost $30,000 during 1955...

LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, during 1955, is providing
$29,900.00 to Lutheran colleges and seminaries

for 60 LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD SCHOLARSHIPS presented
to worthy students selected by the schools they attend.

This is just one example of LUTHERAN
BROTHERHOOD'S part in “extending the
Lutheran Faith”® by aiding education.

SFrom Article ] of LUTHERAN BROTIIERHOOD'S Arricles of Incorporation,

For complete information about life insurance for Lutherans, see your local
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD representative or write:

LI

S,
<.

e

LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE

CARL F. GRANRUD, Presiden!
608 Second Avenue South

Minneapolis 2, Minn.

Lutheran Standard
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