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Consider the Guinea Hen!

I remember our guinea hens. We never kept many -
them, but for several years we always had a few.

In the event you are not familiar with this strange cree-
ture in the family of fowl, I must remark that if any birc
gives the impression that it was put together by a committc-
it is the guinea hen—a committee of three, to be exact, n-
member struggling to produce a pheasant, another a smu’
turkey, and the third getting disgusted and going home.

The guinea hens aren’t of very much use. Their smal
brown eggs are unsatisfactory for the table. Their meat i-
no delicacy. They distinguish themselves mainly as noise
makers. Their raucous sounds are among the loudest ir,
the barnyard. We are told that they have a gift for sightinz
hawks and that their noises are effective in frighteninz
predatory, birds away.

I wish that the guinea hens would have broadened the«
base of their operations and spent more time in expressing
the joy of living and less in noting the dangers. They remind
me of myself and others when we fall into the mood o
negativism and consider our total errand on earth as beinz
nothing more than “noting with regret” and “viewing with
alarm.”

It is right in a dangerous world to set out red flags
but they are not to be stopping places. God has asked us e
unfurl his banner and march. He has commissioned us tc
journey with a song!—Gernarp E. Frost in his new book
These Things I Remember (Augsburg).

About This Issue

The cover tells you that it's Reformation time. So do
some of the feature articles inside. “Is Grace for Sale in
Our Church?” (page 4) calls on us carefully to rethink
whether we really give as much attention to grace as we
like to think that we as a church of the Reformation should.
And “Vatican II and the Reformation, 1963” (page 9)
reminds us that we can’t forever celebrate the Reformation
as though nothing had happened in the Roman Catholic
Church between the years 1517 and 1963. g

The other features as well as the news section. the
editorials, and the various columns provide a variety ot
inspiration and information. We call particular attention |
to “First Born” (page 13), which describes new material
that will be helpful to parents. The many readers for
whom Karl A, Olsson is a favored columnist will be de-
lighted with “Hare-Brained” (page 30). And as your eye
goes across the fold and sees the headline on page 3 vou
will be reminded of the kind of world in which the church
must bear witness.




Taxes

ar

Morals

Social Action Commission Discusses Urgent lIssues

T least 60 persons from all parts

of the ALC met in Washington,
D.C.. Oct. 1-3, for a significant con-
sultation on Christian social action, ar-
ranged by the Commission on Re-
search and Social Action. Participants
included representatives of all 19 dis-
trict committees on Research and So-
cial Action as well as the members of
the commission and its executive di-
rector, Dr. Carl F. Reuss.

Dr. Reuss told the participants that
the consultation was designed to give
them a better acquaintance with cur-
rent social issues and to help them un-
derstand more clearly how compli-
cated these problems are. The com-
mission also wanted suggestions from
the group to help it determine its main
emphases during the next two years.
Toward this end the group was di-
vided into five discussion sections at
two points in the three-day program.
Findings of the sections were reported
back to the commission, which held
a meeting of its own following the
consultation.

Church-state relationships was the
theme for the first day’s program. Dr.
Gordon S. Huffman, president of the
Eastern District, introduced the sub-
ject with a paper on “Areas of Church-
State Tension.” He concluded that
“the issue of church and state may be
just as real—and as unsettled—today
as it has ever been in our nation’s his-
tory.” “There is no clear-cut concep-
tion of the proper role of church and
state. nor is there a uniform Protes-
tant viewpoint; nor is there a Luther
an viewpoint that is suitable to all
Lutherans here and in Europe,” the
essayist said.

Referring to the American principle
of separation of church and state, Dr.
Huffman quoted a statement made in
a study printed by the University ot

Minnesota Press, that this principle
“may quite properly be the greatest
contribution to civilization made by
our nation.”

The Rev. Robert B. Gronlund, vice-
president for public relations and de-
velopment at Capital University, Co-
lumbus, Ohio. spoke on “The Effects
of Tax Policies upon the Institutional
Church.” He dealt both with the ex-
emption of church property from tax-
ation and with the deduction of be-
nevolence gifts from the federal in-
come tax return.

Mr. Gronlund said that there is no
other field than that of taxes in which
the church is so tempted to be “less
than the church.” “We must guard
against dishonest evasions of tax liabil-
ity,” he said.

In answer to a question about his
personal views, Mr. Gronlund said he

telt that the church should be taxed
tor parsonages, vacant land. and all
buildings and grounds not used solel
for worship, education, and welfare.

Mr. A. R. Rasch, a Lutheran Jayv-
man who is the editor of The Internal
Revenue Bulletin of the Internal Reve-
nue Service in Washington, read a
paper on “Looking Behind the IRS
Policy for Publishing Tax Rulings.’
Besides discussing the publications of
the IRS, designed to inform the public
and its own field representatives about
income tax laws and court decisions,
Mr. Rasch paid tribute to the 60.000
employees of the IRS who handle
over 100 million tax returns a vear.
“These are men with a conscience,
aiving their lives to this service,” Mr.
Rasch said. He explained that after
the men in IRS are trained and reach

Banquet speakers at the Social Action Consultation were Congressman and Mm Ocin
Langen [center). On the left is Dr. W. A Poovey. chairman of the commisson and

on the right Dr. Carl F. Reuss s evecutive director—Phcta by Wilhie— Nava
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S GRACE FOR SALE
IN OUR CHURCH?

By Norman Wegmeyer

ROTESTANTISM seems to me to be an immense

effort to earn grace by good conduct, while Cath-
olicism freely dispenses this grace to any who seek
it from a priest.” These are the words of a Protestant
lvman to Dr. Paul Tournier. As he recounts in his
book Guilt and Grace, Dr. Tournier, a Protestant
psvchiatrist, daily meets many concerned people,
hoth Catholic and Protestant. It is his evaluation that
this patient was right in his analysis.

This may come as quite a shock to us Protestants,
and especially  Lutherans. Have we not deplored
indulgences and pilgrimages® Have we not consist-
ently preached justification by grace through faith?
Does not our church—like a broken record—give re-
peated warnings against work righteousness? And
is it not true that Catholicism continues to have its
adherents pay for masses and observe fasts and feasts
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for merit, and devises many means which encourag
people to pay to decrease their days in purgatory?

Indeed this is true. But the more important ques-
tion for us is not whether Catholics are more adept
in selling grace, but whether we Lutherans are in
the business of selling grace at all.

The evidence against such an idea is indeed im-
pressive. One need only read Lutheran books and
find the repeated warning against work righteousness
and the incessant affirmations that we are saved by
grace. One need only sing Lutheran hymns to note
that above all, these hymns have an emphasis on
God's grace and man’s worthlessness. One need onlv
listen to Lutheran preachers and find that no one
talks about free grace so persistently. Surely we are
not in the business of selling grace when we talk so
much about God’s willingness to give it freely.

However there are some evidences which cause us
to take a second look. I remember overhearing o
teacher say to her class of little children, “Let’s re-
member to be good little boys and girls so that Jesus
will love us.” Here is a direct statement that if they
are to expect God's goodness they will need to be
“good little boys and girls.” As I have mentioned this
incident to a number of teachers, quite a number
have admitted to me that they have at times said
similar things. A few have even argued, “How can
vou keep order and discipline otherwise?”

A second illustration: I remember hearing an Old
Testament authority addressing a group of teachers
on Old Testament characters. In his presentation he
portrayed these personalities the way the Bible pre-
sents them, showing their sins, deceit, adultery, mur-
der, and lying. The teachers were scandalized. Four
vears later 1 still heard some of them talking about
this shocking study.

I am quite convinced that their ideas ran some-
thing like this, “If these men are in the Bible thev
must have been pretty good. Surely David made that
mistake once, but he did write that nice penitential
psalm.” To realize that God showered his grace on
an assortment of men, many of whom would be in
prison if they were alive today, was too mllCh-' Down
deep a great many people believe th.at God gives his
grace {o nice people who deserve it.

For Those Who Behave

Research findings from various sources seem  to
bear out the idea that a great many people beliey ¢
that God's blessings are for those who hf’lm‘_'t‘ and
are sincere. Many people today would be just as
shocked at the outrageous idea of grace as were the
people of Jesus” day who were offended because he
“ate with publicans and sinners.” ‘

Where does this heresy come from? First of all, it
must be admitted that man seems to be anti-grace by
nature. Deeply ingrained in us is the idea that every -
thing must be paid for. It is immoral to get anvthing
absolutely free. (Admittedly many people try to 2ot
many things without paying for them. but generally
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there is about it an air of getting by with something. )
To receive such a great gift as eternal life without
payment of any kind seems to be too much.

In addition to this there is the world’s daily preach-
ing of moralism. For every time a person hears on
Sunday, “You are saved by free grace,” he hears “You
have to pay for what you get” a hundred times.

Hard to Accept

The idea of grace is so foreign to man’s nature
and our culture that it is not surprising that it should
be hard to accept. However, the question is, “Is
grace for sale in our church?” Let us look at a few
evidences.

From the earliest times people who have been
saved by grace and have known the forgiving love
of God have desired to meet together to share their
joy and their praise. And so they have spontaneously
gone to church to worship their gracious Savior. But
how easily and quickly Satan is able to turn this
wonderfully spontaneous privilege into a demand
that we ought to attend church.

I know, for instance, of a fine Christian woman
who felt a concern for the spiritual welfare of her
neighbor. She had called a number of times with
little apparent success. After a last visit she said, "I
finally decided to get right to the point. I asked her
if she hadn’t thought of her soul’s salvation . . .
wasn’t she concerned about what would happen to
her? Didn’t she think she ought to go to church? I
really believe I got her to thinking.”

Yes, indeed, it is possible that she got this lady
to thinking, and it may have gone something like
this: “It would be nice to go to heaven, I guess. And
it surely would not be pleasant to go to hell. And if
I ought to go to church and it takes some sacrifice
on Sunday, I'll do it. This doesn’t seem to be too bad
a bargain.”

In latter days the church may have gotten a guilty
conscience about encouraging people to come to
church to bring their money, so they have decided to
spiritualize the pressure somewhat. Rather than urg-
ing people to come and contribute they have told
them they ought to attend Communion at least once
a year.

Notice again the word “ought.” It is closely related
to the word “owe” or “debt.” How easy it is, there-
fore, to view attending Communion as a duty to be
performed, a debt to be paid. It is almost like hang-
ing a sign outside the church: “GRACE FOR SarLE—
Cneap. Only one Communion a year.”

There are other signs which could be hung around
the church in a similar vein. God’s saved people
through the years have set up a program of instruc-
tion. But how easy it is to get a confirmation complex,
in which the confirmation instruction program is
looked upon as a sentence to be served. In the view
of too many it seems to be the required time a person

Mr. Wegmeyer is director of leadership education for the
ALC Board of Parish Education.

must pay in order to become a communicant member
of the church. At the present time, two vears seems
to be a sufficient price for most people. -

And so one illustration after another could be
given of how people tend to view the activities of
the church as the price that must be paid if one is to
be in favor with God.

Is grace for sale in our church? The answer is
emphatically No. For grace when it is paid for ceases
to be grace. Grace by its very nature is a gift of God
and at the first hint of payment of any kind grace
dissolves into nothing. And here is our dilemma. |
fear that in our church we have much paving and
paying, but grace is never delivered, because it can-
not be bought. We find ourselves in the peculiar posi-
tion of having masses of people attending church,
becoming active in its programs, and consciously or
unconsciously feeling they are paying.

There are hints of this in phrases like “Giving unti]
it hurts,” or “Giving until it feels good.” Both of
these so easily have the overtones of paying for God’s
goodness.

Or again we hear it in the suggestion, “Surely we
could give one hour to God in worship"™—a phrase
which is often used during Lent. Or regarding Sun-
day morning worship. How easily this can be seen
as a “deal” with God and not a bad bargain at that.
Thus when people flock to churches, feeling theyv
have sacrificed an hour’s sleep or been deprived of
reading their newspaper as early as they would like,
or in other ways feel they are paving to hear sermons
about grace, is it any wonder that there is so little
understanding of what grace means?

A Personal Issue

What shall we say to these things? Surely every
Christian and every congregation needs to face this
issue personally. We need to recognize that in our
conscientious efforts to teach grace and to feed souls
with the Word of God, Satan is always at work wait-
ing to turn our words into ashes in our mouths.

As church members, let us continually examine
ourselves so that we might see the depih and the
complexity of our sins, and pray that the Holy Spirit
will renew in us the joy of having been saved by his
grace. Then let us ourselves not worship, give, com.-
mune, or work out of any sense of payment, but out
of a sense of gratitude and desire to praise God for
what he has done.

For leaders of the church (pastor, church council.
officers of organizations, and the like) it means that
we ought to be careful that our zeal doesn’t carry
us away in promoting programs so that we give the
idea that when people respond they have in effect
done God a favor. We must beware that Satan does
not so delude us with such intense desire to teach
grace that we are willing to use the law to pound
it into people’s heads.

Above all, we who are ambassadors for God. his

Lontineed on page 12
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH AND WORLD

Unity Is Still Keynote as Second
Session Opens at Vatican Council

The novelty had to some degree
worn off when the second session of
the Vatican Council convened in
Rome on Sept. 29. Therefore the pub-
lic did not give it quite as much at-
tention as it gave the first session.

Yet this session would undoubtedly
be far more significant for the church-
es of the world. The first session ac-
tually took no final actions; it in effect
simply established ground rules and
got the introduction out of the way.
But now decisions could be expected,
many of which would affect all Chris-
tians.

In his opening address, Pope Paul
VI listed four objectives for this ses-
sion: a study of the nature of the
church; reform of the church; Chris-
tian unity; and dialog with the world.
He gave this direction for the discus-
sions: “Let no other light be shed on
this council but Christ the light of the
world; let no other truth be of inter-
est to our minds but the words of the
Lord, our only Master. . . .”

In speaking of Christian unity, the
pope said, “If we are in any way to
blame for that separation, we humbly
beg God's forgiveness and ask pardon,
too, of our brethren who feel them-
selves to have been injured by us.”
This was said to be the first time the
head of the Roman Church had made
a public act of contrition,

However, Dr. Stanley I. Stuber,
director of the Missouri Council of
Churches and present in Rome, found
part of this address “disappointing.”
He declared, “We cannot fully accept
at this point what is the key sentence
in his message, namely, ‘that this mys-
tic and visible union cannot be at-
tained save in identity of faith and
by participating in the same sacra-
ments and in the organic harmony of
a single ecclesiastical control.’”

Wide publicity was given to the
fact that 10 laymen were permitted to
attend the council, the first time this
has been permitted. However, they
were not actually members of the
council, and did not yet have the
privilege of the floor; in fact their
function was not at all clear. Their
title, “auditor,” suggests a passive role.

Before the session opened, Pope
Paul called for reform and decentrali-
zation of the Roman Curia, the central
administrative body of the church.
Among reforms he indicated are great-
er authority for bishops, internationali-
zation of curia personnel, and educa-
tion of the curia along “more ecu-
menical” lines.

In spite of many indications of a
more liberal position, bookstores in
Rome were told not to “expose or sell”
a number of books dealing with the
Vatican Council.

A hostel where missionary children may stay while attending school was dedicated in Tokyo
on Sept. 18. The two-story concrete building is adjacent to the American school and the
International Christian University. It accommodates 48 children and has residences for
supervisory personnel. Pictured above is the dining room, which also serves as a study hall
and as a recreation room during free time.
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Orthodox Agree to Dialog

Representatives of 10 Eastern Or-
thodox churches meeting in Greece
endorsed a proposal that they should
seek a “dialogue on equal terms” with
the Roman Catholic Church. A special
office will be established to carry out
the resolution. The action was inter-
preted as “an expression of the long-
ing of all of Orthodoxy for Christian
unity.” However, it was stressed that
any contacts with Roman Catholics
must be on “equal terms.” The Ortho-
dox Church of Greece refused to At-
tend the meeting.

Race lssue Causes Resignation

The moderator of the Southern
Transvaal Synod of the Dutch Re-
formed Church in South Africa has
announced his resignation from the
ministry. The Rev. C. F. Beyers
Naude, Johannesburg, made this step
when he was directed by his church
to resign as editor of a multiracial
newspaper and as a director of the
Christian Institute of South Africa, an
interracial clergy group. Both organi-
zations have been critical of the racial
policies of the government, which are
endorsed by the church.

LWR Helps Earthquake Victims

Lutheran World Relief has con-
tributed $20,000 toward a housing
project for survivors of last summer’s
earthquake in Skoplje, Yugoslavia. An
additional $50,000 is being contrib-
uted by Lutheran groups in other
countries, including Yugoslavia itself.
LWR had previously made quantities
of food and clothing available. The
World Council of Churches aims to
raise $500,000 for this project, which
will also include construction of tw o
churches and a school.

New Radio Station Planned

A super-power radio station capable
of world-wide broadcasting will be
erected on the Island of Bonaire, east
of Curacao in the Netherlands Ap
tilles, some 1,000 miles southeast ot
Miami, Fla., by Trans World Radio.
The new three-quarter million wart
station will be the most powerful re-
ligious broadcasting station in the
world.

Finns Begin Kenya Mission

The Finnish Evangelical Associatior
has decided to begin new missionar
activity in Kenya. They were asked to
enter the work by the newly-formed
Lutheran Church of Kenya and
Swedish missionary society.




NEWS

Editors, Managers Hear About New Roman
Catholic "Face" at 50th Annual Meeting

The new “face” of the Roman Cath-
olic Church was the most significant
religious news of the past year, ac-
cording to Dr. Albert P. Stauderman,
associate editor of The Lutheran. Dr.
Stauderman made this appraisal at the
50th annual convention of the Na-
tional Lutheran Editors’ and Man-
agers’ Association, held in Minneapo-
lis. He added, however, that it is not
vet clear whether this new face is "a
mask” or is “genuine.”

Other significant news events listed
by Dr. Stauderman were the Second
Vatican Council; the Supreme Court
decision ending Bible reading and
prayer in schools; the election of a
new pope; Lutheran union and sepa-
ration, especially the breakup of the
Syvnodical Conference; “theological
confusion” among liberals; a break-
through in discussion of birth control
among Roman Catholics; evidence of
moral influence in world affairs, as in
the nuclear test ban; and establish-
ment of new ties with Christians in
Communistic lands.

Another speaker at the convention,
Dr. Warren A. Quanbeck of Luther
Seminary, St. Paul, also referred to
changes among the Roman Catholics.
He declared that the Roman Catholic
decision to enter the ecumenical
movement was the “greatest fact” in
the 1960s.

However, Dr. Quanbeck empha-
sized that “humanly speaking, reunion
with Roman Catholicism is impossible.
. . The barriers are old enough, high
enough, and thick enough so that no
amount of good will will surmount
them. The only thing that can bring
the barriers down is the work of the
Holy Spirit.” He added that the recent
changes in the Roman Church “can
be ascribed to nothing less than the
work of the Holy Spirit.”

The managers’ section of the asso-
ciation elected Lowell Hake, market-
ing manager of Concordia Publishing
House, St. Louis, Mo., as its president.
Other officers are Frank Rhody, vice
president, and Williaim  Pepper, sec-
retary. Both are with the LCA Board
o»f Publication. Dr. E. W. Schramm,
cditor of THE LUTHERAN STANDARD,
was re-elected president of the edi-
tors. scction. James Ziems, assistant
editor of This Day, was named vice
president, and the Rev. Wilfred Bock-
elman of the L.S., secretary.
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Presiding officers of the National Lutheran
Editors' and Managers' Association for the
coming year are Lowell Hake (left], for the
managers’ section and Dr. E. W. Schramm,
for the editors.—ALC phote

Refugees Are Increasing

There are now 13,510,050 people in
the world who are homeless, accord-
ing to the latest World Refugee Re
port, issued by the U.S. Committee
for Refugees. An increase of almost
700,000 homeless has taken place as
result of the cvents of the past nine
months. This increase. savs the report.
is due “in great part to the mass exo-
dus of Europeans trom Algeria. New
refugee situations have developed. too.
in Africa south of the Sahara. in Asia.
in Europe, and in the USA| where the
problem of resettling refugees awan
from Miami (FLi) continues critical.”

Reformation Rally Changed

The Detroit Council of Churches
anmual - Reformation Day rally - has
been designated a “Festival of Faith”
to further the cause of Christian unity
A spokesman said, “We think this will
be more meaningful to members of
all denominations. We want to witness
to Christian unity.”

Race Continues to Be Church Problem

The racial problem continues to be
a burning issue in American churches.
Appeals are being made both in the
South and thronghout the nation for
funds to rebuild the Baptist church
bombed recently in Birmingham, Ala.

In Birmingham, nine Missouri Syn-
od Lutheran pastors, including one
Negro, signed a statement that was
read in all their churches. It said in
part: “The guilt of such violence is
also ours because we did not heed the
Savior's directive that ‘we love one
another.” To the extent that we have
supported forced segregation by our
words or silence, we have given en-
couragement to such lawlessness. We
must repent. We as Lutheran Chris-
tians are compelled by the Word ol
God to believe that the Church is not
a segregated community. We are one
in Christ. . . ."

Chiris McNair, father of one of the
girls killed in the bombing, said.
“While T would like to see the culprits
who committed the brutal crime
Drought to justice, I believe their chiet
need is for repentance and Christian
forgiveness.” Mr. NeNair is Sunday
school superintendent in St. Paul Lu-
theran Church (Mo.).

Religious leaders in Clevelund.
Ohio, are sponsoring a citv-wide “in-
terracial home visit day™ on Nov. 3.
It is hoped that 3.000 persons will

participate in “building new bridges
of understanding” as white  tamilies
visit Negro homes.

In Chicago. a Negro Lutheran pas-
tor, the Rev. Willlam E. Barrett of
Philadelphia, told an LCA conference
that God “has tied the dignitv and
destiny of the Negro to the integrity
and destiny of the Lutheran Church.”
He suggested that the Lutheran
Church may have been “spared from
participating in the reconstruction of
the Negro so that the Negro might
truly participate in the reconstruction
of the Lutheran Church.” He called
for chaplaincies in Negro schools t
recruit more Negro Lutheran clergy .

Joseph Cardinal Ritter, .lr(‘h]]]‘ih{‘;l\
of St. Louis, said that Roman Catho-
lics who practice racial injustices
should not receive Communion. “Ra.
cial injustice is a sin,” he said. “For
anyvone to go to the altar and receive
the Body and Blood of Christ with
bitterness in his heart. with hatred
lis heart tor his fellow man—this cer-
tainly would be a sacrilege, . . ”

Meanwhile, Vineville Baptist
Church, Macon. Ga., reportedly bLe-
came the first Southern B.'nptl.\t
Church in the state to become inte-
prated. But it had to go outside the
countn to do it. A college student
from Ghana was received into mem-
bership.
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NEWS
Morticians Told to Help Clergy

Morticians should emphasize the re-
ligious significance of a funeral and
assist clergymen in bringing spiritual
comfort to the bereaved, the president
of the National Selected Morticians
told the group’s annual meeting in
Montreal, Que. “We are assistants to
the clergy in a basically religious act,”
William L. Bustard told the delegates.

He added, “We may help to lead
those we serve to a close and lasting
relationship with the clergy and
church.” He contended that for 60%
of the bereaved a funeral is their first
contact with religion in many years.
Mr. Bustard charged that recent books
and articles which have charged un-
dertakers with high pressure tactics,
unnecessary services, and exorbitant
rates, are the work of “sensation ped-
dlers.”

The new Air Force Academy Chapel near
Colorado Springs, Colo., is now in use. Pic-
tured is the Protestant nave, which seats
about 1,000 persons. There are also Catholic
and Jewish sections.—RNS photo

Conference Missions Continue

The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod’s Board of Directors has
pledged complete support for missions
in Nigeria and Ghana previously sup-
ported by the Synodical Conference.
Withdrawal of two bodies from the
Synodical Conference had left in ques-
tion the continuation of its work.

Methodists, EUB Plan Merger

A plan to merge The Methodist
Church and the Evangelical United
Brethren Church into a new “United
Methodist Church” has been adopted
by union commissions of the two de-
nominations. If approved, the merger
could take place by 1968. Discussions
have been carried on for eight years.
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Taxes, War, Morals . . . .. . 1onpeses

a certain proficiency, industry tries to
hire them at much higher salaries.

In discussing the subject, “Favored
Tax Treatment of Clergymen,” Dr.
Edward W. Schramm, editor of THE
LUTHERAN STANDARD, reported on the
answers received from 16 of the 19
ALC district presidents to questions
on this subject. Asked whether they
thought that the fact that a clergy-
man’s housing allowance is exempt
from federal income tax has an ad-
verse effect on the community’s image
of the pastor, 12 of the 16 presidents
said “No”; three believe the housing
allowance should be taxed, and one
feels that so long as Roman Catholic
priests and Protestant pastors are
treated alike in this regard, the public
image of the pastor does not suffer
because of this tax exemption.

To the question, “Should parson-
ages be taxed?” eight district presi-
dents answered, “Yes,” and one in-
clined that way. The replies revealed
that in some states this is already
done. Six presidents answered “No”
to this question and one had no strong
opinion on it.

To the question, “Should the pastor
own his own parsonage?” 10 of the 16
district presidents said “No,” and the
others said that no general rule is
possible.

Three Views on War

In a scholarly paper on “Moral Is-
sues in Modern War,” Dr. George H.
Muedeking of Pacific Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary, Berkeley, Calif., out-
lined three levels of judging modern
war which he thinks are possible for
Christians:

1. War is an example of evil de-
stroying itself because this is God's
world and he will not be mocked. This
is the view usually held by modern
Christians, who realize that the cate-
gory of a “just war” is no longer ap-
plicable,

2. War is an illustration of a “mys-
tique” of history. The Christian can
let the moral issue ride since we are
pawns in a cosmic conflict for which
we are not responsible.

3. War is Christianity’s arena for
witness today. Out of his all-out com-
mitment to God the Christian says,
“Because God loves and rules, I will
love and obey.” This means he will
repudiate war because war does not
permit him to act in Christian love.

Col. Kent Parrot, of the U.S. Arms

Control and Disarmament Agency, de-
scribed the work of this agency.
“There is no single solution which can
solve the problem and fulfil the Je-
sire for peace,” he said. Replying to
a question about the recently enacted
limited test ban treaty, Col. Parrot
said that the treaty helps to reduce
world tension and is an important first
step toward peace and away from war,
even though it does not eliminate the
danger of war.

A Program with Teeth

Speaking on “Moral Issues in Race
Relations,” Dr. Theodore R. Speigner.
an ALC pastor who is on the faculty
of North Carolina College at Durham.
Durham, N.C., said that in the sight
of God there is only one race and that
is the human race. Dr. Speigner said
the ALC “needs a social action pro-
gram with teeth in it.”

In discussing “Moral Issues in Cen-
sorship,” Dr. John W. Bachman, di-
rector, Center for Communication and
the Arts, Union Theological Seminary.
New York, recommended minimal
rather than maximum censorship. The
latter, he said, leads to moral irrespon-
sibility. It is also socially dangerous
because it is too hard to administer
and hence tends to depend upon the
whim of the administrator.

In a paper on “The Pastor’s Role in
Social Action,” the Rev. Norman
Temme, acting director of public re-
lations of the Lutheran Church—\fijs-
souri Synod, quoted Dr. Frederick
Wentz of Gettysburg Lutheran Semi-
nary as saying that the church cannot
take a stand-offish attitude toward the
world. If we imagine God as on the
second floor and mankind on the frst
floor, the church should be running
the stairs in between but is too often
simply standing on the landing.

Speakers at the Wednesday night
dinner program were Congressman
and Mrs. Odin Langen of Minnesota
Congressman Langen, a  Lutheran,
spoke on “The Christian in Public
Service,” and Mrs. Langen on “His
Wife’s Supporting Role.”

Congressman Langen, who served
in the Minnesota state legislature be-
fore coming to the national Congress.
said he has always thanked God that
his greatest blessing has been an un-
derstanding wife and dependable chil-
dren. Mrs. Langen said her frst con-
cern is the same as that of any other
wife, namely, the welfare of her hus-
band and family —E.W.S,
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1963

By Oswald C. J. Hoffmann

ROTESTANTS of manv lands reaffirm their

loyalty to Jesus Christ as thev observe the anni-
versary of the Reformation on October 31. Accepting
Christ for what he claimed to be—Son of God, Lord.
and Savior—Protestants declare that faith in Christ
“saves.” a favorite word in some vocabularies. Other
Protestants prefer the more theological and more
precise expression, “justification by faith.” taking
their cue from St. Paul: “Therefore, we conclude that
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law” (Rom 3:28).

The New Testament doctrine of justification bv
faith was singled out by Martin Luther as the one
article of Christian faith upon which the church
either stands or falls. The historic Protestant under-
standing of justification by faith was correctly set
forth—and then condemned—in the decrees of the
Roman Catholic Council of Trent, convened in 1545
just before Luther’s death and continuing for the
next two decades: “If anyone saith that justifying
faith is nothing else but confidence in the divine
mercy which remits sins for Christ’s sake or that this
confidence alone is that whereby we are justified, let
him be anathema™ (Session VI, Canon 12).

Giovanni del Monte, later elected Pope Julius 111,
declared at the Council of Trent: “He that will estab-
lish the body of Catholic doctrine must overthrow
the heresy of justification by faith only.” The sharp
division thus begun between Protestants and Roman
Catholics has continued to the present time with
various historical, political, cultural, and economic
overtones, but still centered ultimately in the “means
of grace”—the way in which a man comes to know
his God, receives divine forgiveness, and arrives at
peace and contentment of soul.

Councils and decrees of the Roman Catholic
Church since Trent, in the Protestant view, have only
served to accentuate the differences apparent during
the Reformation period. An example would be the
Vatican Council of 1870 (now called Vatican 1)
which defined as a “divinely revealed dogma™ the
infallibility of the Roman pontiff, whenever he speaks
“ex cathedra” (from his papal throne) to the whole
church on some doctrine of faith or morals “in his
public and official capacity as pastor and doctor of
all Christians. . .."

Historically, Protestants recognize the Bible as
God’s Word, having the final and only right to im-

ose divine authority upon men’s consciences. There-
fore, almost to a man, they find the definition of
Vatican [ on the infallibility of the pope unacceptable
and even repugnant, since it appears to run counter
to every conception of divine grace and truth en-
countered in the New Testament.

No Protestant, however, can be unaware of the
fact that Vatican II has begun. This meeting cannot
be called truly “ecumenical” or worldwide in the
ultimate sense since it does not grant vote or voice
to Protestants and other large Christian groups.
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Nevertheless, personal consideration and courtesy
hitherto unknown have been shown to Protes-
tant and other Christian observers. There is little
doubt that Vatican II has let some fresh air into
Protestant-Roman Catholic relationships, though the
first stirring of a new breath has by no means yet
become a breeze. Pope John XXIII will probably go
down in history as the first Roman pontiff in over
400 years who made a genuine attempt to thrust into
the background the frustrations and anger which
surrounded the Council of Trent.

Anger breeds anger. Molten emotions eventually
cool and solidify into hardened “positions” which no
one dares even examine or discuss for fear of being
accused of weakness by friends or of duplicity by
foes. In this respect, both Protestants and Roman
Catholics are to a certain extent victims of their
own history.

This year Protestants come to the annual observ-
ance of Reformation Week faced with the possible
necessity of taking a new look at Roman Catholics.
However, they may not feel any compulsion to aban-
don their historic protest against the whole structure
of Roman Catholic dogma and the ecclesiastical
power based largely upon that system of dogma.

What actually has taken place behind the doors of
St. Peter’s Basilica in the first session of Vatican II is
not yet altogether clear, perhaps not even to partici-
pants in the discussions. Debate has occurred, how-
ever, and discussion is even now in progress regard-
ing the relative values of revelation (Scripture) and
tradition (including decisions of councils and decrees
of popes) in Roman Catholic doctrine and practice.
The results of this debate and discussion may not be
immediately apparent but, in one way or another,
they will have far-reaching consequences for future
relations between Roman Catholics and Protestants.

It is probably too much to expect that Roman
Catholic theologians, some of whom in recent years
have had kind things to say about Luther’s piety and
even about his understanding of the New Testament
doctrine of justification by faith, will disavow the
condemnations pronounced by the Council of Trent.
An outright declaration of the supremacy of scrip-
tural authority in the doctrine and life of the Roman
Catholic Church, however, would be regarded by
many Protestants as helping to establish common
ground, at least, for the discussion of differences.

Protestants could not fail to note, following the
first session of Vatican II, that for the first time since
the Reformation, Roman prelates returned to their
dioceses ready to accept, and sometimes seeking,
opportunities to talk to other Christians, whom they
described as “separated brethren.” The harsh sound
of this rather patronizing phrase was softened, in
certain instances, by candid references to Protestants
as “brothers in Christ.”

Such statements have been taken at face value by
many Protestants, whose doctrine of justification 'n\
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faith calls upon them to take God at his Word in
his gracious declaration of intent to grant forgiveness
to all men. Having themselves been forgiven by a
good God, they do not feel they can refuse to honor
the good intentions of fellow-Christians despite a
long history of bitterness and misunderstanding. In-
deed, generosity of spirit on the part of Protestants
may be a demonstration on their part to Roman
Catholics that genuine trust in the saving merits of
Christ really does produce good works.

If Vatican II were seeking a small but significant
way to demonstrate good faith and thus to fulfll
its promise of establishing a new atmosphere for
Protestant-Roman Catholic discussions, it need look
no farther than present Roman Catholic regulations
governing marriage between Protestants and Roman
Catholics. Neither Roman Catholics nor Protestants
look upon such “mixed marriages” as an unmixed
blessing. “Brothers in Christ,” however, would gc-
quire a certain amount of genuine meaning for
Protestants if Roman Catholic regulations now pre-
venting free choice of marriage partners, where one
is Roman Catholic and the other Protestant, were to
be modified in a reasonable manner or repealed.

For most thinking Protestants, the healing of a
historic schism requires more than a superficial solu-
tion of organizational difficulties. Desirable as it
might be from various viewpoints, including that of
a united Christian front against Communism, forma-
tion of one world-wide church is not the answer a
divided Christendom is really seeking. Mere sub-
mission to authority, if it ignores the basic issues
of faith, will not prevent the rise of another Luther
asking his historic question: How can I get right
with God and be at peace?

The answer of the Gospel of Christ to this ques-
tion, Protestants feel compelled to assert, must be
found in the evangelical truth stated in the first great
Protestant confession of faith: “Conscience cannot
come to rest and peace through works, but onl\
through faith; that is, when it is assured and knows
that for Christ’s sake it has a gracious God as Paul
says in Romans 5, 1: ‘Since we are justified by faith.

we have peace with God.””

Dr. Hoffmann is the speaker on the Lutheran Hour and
former director of public relations for the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.
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living epistles, ought to reflect this living grace in our
lives. What better way to teach grace than by our-
selves being gracious, forgiving, loving?

Is grace for sale in our church? Of course the
answer is No. Because by its very nature grace 1s 4
gift. But the sobering thought for the church is tha
many people, including some of the most active
people in our churches, may get the idea that it
for sale. When people pay and pay and we can!
deliver the goods, what shall become of the church-




F ANYTHING could persuade me

to become a Christian, it would be
the personal life of the Generalissimo
and Madame Chiang.”

There will be varied reactions to
the above-quoted statement, ranging
from pleasure to incredulity,” depend-
ing somewhat on the reader’s attitude
toward the China question.

The quotation above was first spok-
en by Mr. W, H. Donald, an Austral-
jan advisor to President Chiang. Mr.
Donald is an agnostic. What, then,
moved him to speak words which ex-
press the greatest honor that can be
given to a Christian?

Could it be Chiang Kai-Shek’s high-
ly disciplined lifeP This in itself is
impressive. Up each day before the
farmers in the nearby rice-fields; a bit
of fruit and some hot tea; then to the
study. On the desk, a well-worn Bible.
This chief of state begins his day with
2 substantial period of Bible study,
meditation, and prayer. Then the day
follows in rigorous order: a study of
latest news reports; breakfast; inspec-
tions and ceremonies; paper-work;
luncheon: afternoon conferences.

His austere life is reflected by the

lack of hobbies or extended periods of
recreational activities which we have
learned to take for granted with our
own presidents. He shuns extrava-
gance. In 1928, when the national
capital was established in Nanking, a
plush presidential mansion was built,
apparently without any consultation
with Chiang. When he saw the com-
pleted building, he refused to move
in. His comment was, “We should not
feather our own nests in the midst of
a suffering people.” The Chinese
“white house” became a guest house
for foreign visitors.

Such a carefully ordered life has
characterized this man over the sever-
al decades during which he has led
the Republic of China. This unchang-
ing discipline, which has persisted in
the face of environmental changes too
drastic for Americans to imagine, has
given him an air of timelessness that
has led some one to call him “a natur-
al leader in a country which counts
centuries as we count years,” and has
made him almost a legendary char-
acter among his people.

Mr. Baron is o graduate student in For-
mosa.

The Faith

of a

President

By Don Baron

Perhaps Mr. Donald was further im-
pressed with the president’s success
at being a Chinese Christdan. People
are offended, and rightly so, by a
Christianity which fails to distinguish
between the Christian message and
western civilization and whose con-
verts tend to lose their own national
characteristics and love for their own
culture.

Mr. Chiang is a student of Con-
fucius and knows the ancient books
well. His writings reflect his submer-
sion in the Chinese classics. Yet his
Confucian thought has been taken
captive to obey Christ, but in such a
way that Confucius the man is hon-
ored and Christ the Lord is made rele-
vant to the Chinese milieu. He rec-
ognizes Confucianism for what it is:
not a religion but man’s highest ac-
complishment in forming a code of
ethics without the aid of revelation.
He has found in Christ the dynamic
missing in Confucianism—the regen-
erating power that enables one to
more than fulfil the Confucian code
of morals.

Chiang's concern for bringing the

(Continued on page I5)

OCTOBER 22, 1963—1



From the President

Mission Work in Ethiopia

HIS is written as I am flying over Africa en route

to Madagascar. Two years ago I promised the
Malagasy Church that I would be with them on the
occasion of their festival celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the arrival of ALC missionaries on the
island.

Up ahead in the plane—in the first-class section—
there are as many Negroes as there are Caucasians.
Aboard this plane there is an American Negro in the
United States Government service. Is it at all pecu-
liar that when American Negroes travel and see
their racial brethren in Africa enjoying some privi-
leges that seem to be the exception in the United
States, there should today be the marches and dem-
onstrations which the news stories report?

° (-] °

I have just come away from six days of visitation in
the Wallo-Tigre Synod of The Ethiopian Evangelical
Church-Mekane Yesus, the synod which our mission-
aries service. The ALC has been at work here for
only six vears. It is therefore the youngest of the 12
overseas mission areas where we
provide assisting missionary per-
sonnel and some financial aid.

Usually our conception of the
missionary’s work is framed by
the Great Commission (Matt.
28:18-20). It then follows that
the primary emphasis is on
teaching and baptism—making
converts. But Christ also said to
his disciples, “As the Father sent
me, even so I send you” (John
20:21b. See also John 17:18.) If we see the Great
Commission as receiving its full explication in the
Johannine record, then we must serve the people to
whom we go as Christ worked among the people in
his day. And this means a ministry to the whole man
—because we love him in Christ.

[t is this point of view that Dr. Herbert Schaefer,
our missionary superintendent in Ethiopia, and his
missionary colleagues have tried to follow from the
beginning of their work in 1957. The scope of the
program therefore embraces evangelism, teaching,
literacy work, scholarship assistance, community
centers, medical work, agricultural instruction and
demonstration, and help for women in homemaking.
In this connection the mission’s second five-year pro-
gram says in part, “We shall endeavor to make Christ
and his love the center of every heart, the motivating
force for every act, and the head of every home.”

Dr. Schiok
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Before our missionaries arrived in Ethiopia, Dr.
Theodore Fricke and Dr. Schaefer had planned that
real property should not be owned by the mission
but by the Ethiopian church only. And no work was
to be initiated except through discussion in anpd
approval by The Ethiopian Evangelical Church-
Mekane Yesus. The Policy Statement of the mission
states in part, “As servants of the church, we consider
it our task to help and serve this church in whatever
way it should desire of us.

“All our work shall be carried on in its name and
under its direction.”

This point of view has been warmly welcomed by
the government, which has gone out of its way to
encourage the missionaries.

The territory in which we work is largely Moham-
medan and Orthodox (the Coptic Church). This
makes the work far more difficult than if most of the
people were animists. In recognition that the Ortho-
dox Church is a Christian Church—even though there
may be much of superstition in its worship and teach-
ing—the mission’s attitude has been one of helping
to bring about reformation in the Orthodox Church
rather than proselytizing. This emphasis has pro-
voked a minimum of opposition from the Orthodox
Church and has brought about some interesting con-
tacts among its priests. On one occasion an elderly
Orthodox priest said to one of our missionaries, “You
are the first man that has ever spoken to me about
Jesus.”

In carlier service of the Lutheran World Federa-
tion, I made three trips to Addis Ababa, the capital
of Ethiopia. However, the present trip was my first
opportunity to go into the interior, which has had the
reputation of being generally inaccessible.

The mountain ranges are indeed towering in their
grandeur and seem to defy road-building. But roads
are being built. And between the ranges of moun-
tains in the Wallo-Tigre provinces there are lovely
fertile valleys. No hill or mountainside is too steep
for grazing cattle and flocks of sheep and goats.

Perhaps I visited Ethiopia at a very favored time
of the year. As I saw the interior, the verdure of the
countryside called forth an image that must be
named “Garden of Eden.”—Perhaps this country.
where the Christian Church has lived so long but
where it lost so very much of the Gospel and its
power, may again become a garden in the Lord s
Vineyard.

FREDRIK A. ScH1OTZ
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e FIRST BORN:

Parents
Understand their
The Family Frontiersman

By Harold J. Belgum

The first born child in every family gets special duties and special
privileges—simply because he’s oldest. When our first born does
something for the first time, he takes us parents along into his new
experience. His first day . . . in school . . . on a job ... in military
service . . . in marriage . . . revives memories of our own first days.

No matter how many children come along after him, the first
born is our frontiersman, taking us into new frontiers. He sits in the
prow of the family boat, “cutting the water” for us all.

The Department of Parish Education is taking advantage of this
situation by preparing educational materials for use by parents
whose first born children are the same age. The first such materials
are now ready for testing.

These mate);ials C(msistg of booklets for each of the first six grades
of school. They are to be used by groups of four couples \.\'hose
oldest child is in the same grade. The parents will meet to discuss
a particular theme for four evenings, each couple being hosts once.

The Department of Parish Education will give free sets of book-
lets in any or all grades to congregations wishing to experiment with
this idea. In addition to “Hints for Host and Hostess” for discuss-
ing the theme for their evening, each booklet contains 30 pages‘of
brief readings from 50 world-famous authorities on religion, child
development, and family life. Other helpful books are listed' to-
gether with cight ways to continue the parent “octettes” if desired.

The themes for the six booklets are indicated to the right. Every
ALC pastor has received a sample set of the six booklets described,
together with a “starter’s card” which tells how to begin.

“First Born” booklets may be ordered in sets of four for any one
grade. \Write to : "First Born,” ALC Dept. of Parish Education, 422
S. Fifth St., Minneapolis 15, Minn.

Ist Grader — Discovers

As First Born discovers the new
world outside his own familv. his par
ents are invited to rediscover and con-

sider for themselves

1. The Uniqueness of Each Child

2. The Newness of Public Schaol

3. The Big Childhood Job of Growing

4. How Answer Religious Questions?

2nd Grader — Explores

The second grader explores his new
world looking for guidance and friends
and support. His parents do.
They discuss:

. How Do Children Use Models?

. Good Talk Can Bless a Meal

. Manners and Friendship and Erasers
. Celebrations, Rituals, and Customs

3rd Grader — Adventurer

This age has the highest accident
rate. They want excitement and new
experiences. Parents do, too. How
balance danger and safety?

1. What's Worth Most to You?

2. The Many Blessings of Money
3. Rules, Love, and Sin

4. We Are All Created: Creators!

too.

el

4th Grader — A Politician

Children now take the “Society of
Childhood” very seriously. They learn
to compete and to cooperate. Parents
keep learning, too.

- Heroes and Hero Worship

. Belonging Is a Big Thing

. We All Need Privacy Sometimes
. God Created the World for Fun

5th Grader — A Producer

This age has the greatest variety of
experimentation in doing things. The
parents’ pride in workmanship is re-
flected in their children:

. Mastering the Tools of Lite

. Collecting Things and Facts

. Experimenting with Life and Work
. Vacationing as a Whole Family

e D 10—

- L 1D

bth Grader — Prince
and Princess

They are on the brink of the revo-
lution which will bring them new
powers of sex and independence. How
help them?

1. Every Person Is Surprisingly Different
2. God Gives Sex When He Gives Life
3. If I Did Not Work . . . These Worlds

Would Perish!

4. A Man's Home Is His Castle .

Cathedral

. . and

OCTOBER 22, 1963—13



BETHEL
LUTHERAN

LG.A

RIVE west of Minneapolis about

100 miles on Route 12 and you
come to the town of Willmar, Minn.—
population slightly over 10,000. At
the edge of town you see a sign listing
four Lutheran churches belonging to
three different synods.

Anyone who is a little sensitive to
Lutheran history will know that 20
years ago such a sign would probably
not have been possible. Differences
among Lutheran synods ran deep.

Does Willmar need four Lutheran
churches? If one could imagine that
Willmar had no churches at all and we
could begin all over again and locate
churches in strategic areas, then one
might come up with two Lutheran
churches—or maybe six. The point is
that for most communities that’s not
how we plan churches—by sitting
down and carefully deciding an over-
all plan as to where the churches
should be placed.

The Lutheran churches of Willmar
have done the next best thing, how-
ever. They have accepted the fact that
they are there—all four of them, and
until recently each from a different
synod. Never mind that synodical con-
troversies of the past resulted in four
different “brands of Lutheranism”
making a rather disunited witness to
the town. There's no use living in the
past. Since you can’t start “from
scratch,” why not make the most of
the situation now?

Until several years ago all four of
these churches were pretty well clus-
tered in the same downtown area. The
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CALVARY
LUTHERAN

REDEEMER
LUTHERAN

MO.SYNOD

VINJE
LUTHERAN

ALC

two largest ones were across the street
from each other. Three of the church-
es decided to relocate. They didn’t
consult each other as to where they
would relocate . . . at least not at first.
And then one morning two of the
pastors woke up to find that their con-
gregations were about to purchase
property right beside each other.
Common sense took precedence over
whatever past loyalty there may have
been to exclusive Lutheranism, and
they decided to think the whole thing
through again.

The upshot of it all was that one
church remained in its downtown
area; one relocated in the south end
of town, one in the southeast part of
town, and the other in the southwest
part.

Half the
LUTH

Since the northern part of town is
mostly industrial, the four Lutheran
churches now pretty well “cover” the
city. Instead of lamenting the fact that
Lutheranism in America is still divided
into three major bodies, the four Lu-
theran churches in Willmar are taking
a positive approach, working together
where they with good conscience can,
and going about ministering to the
people of the community.

About half of the people of Willmar
are Lutherans. A Roman Catholjc
Church and other Protestant denomi-
nations minister to the other half.

Three of the four Lutheran congre-
gations built new churches within the
last year, and the fourth built a new
education unit six years ago. The new
churches have contemporary designs.

Occasionally the four Lutheran pastors of Willmar get together over a luncheon and

discuss mutual problems. Left to right, Past
St ot rcbyrs. Lt ght, Pastors Paul A. Hanson, Karl S. Ansorge, A. H.




Town are

FRANS

By Wilfred Bockelman

The newest is Vinje Lutheran
Church, of which the Rev. Paul Han-
son is the senior pastor. This congre-
gation is also the largest of the four,
having about 2,000 baptized and a
little over 1,300 confirmed members.
It is a member of the ALC.

Until recently a member of the
Lutheran Free Church, but now also
2 member of the ALC, is Calvary
Church, the Rev. A. H. Sevig, pastor.
It has about 1,500 baptized and 1,000
confirmed members. Bethel (Pastor
Robert N. Pearson) belongs to the
Lutheran Church in America and is
about the same size as Calvary Con-
gregation. Redeemer Lutheran Church
belongs to the Lutheran Church—Mis-
souri Synod and has about 675 bap-
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Five pastors, all of them members of Vinje Lutheran Church, pose before the newly
dedicated, contemporary design church. The interior of the church emphasizes the
concept of the people of God gathered around the Communion table. Left 1o right
are Pastors Paul A. Hanson, Fred Mueller, Edward A. Hansen, Gordon O. Selomonson,
and R. L. Simonson. Pastors Paul Hanson and R. L. Simonson are pastors of the
congregation. The other three are officials of the Southwestern Minnesota District,

which has its headquarters in Willmar.

tized and 440 confirmed members.
The Rev. Karl S. Ansorge is the pastor.

Periodically the pastors get togeth-
er. They make no bones about the
fact that there are still some differ-
ences. For instance, while the two
ALC and the LCA congregations have
joint mission and Reformation rallies
and a united evangelism campaign
and sponsor joint men’s Bible studies
during Lent, Pastor Ansorge of the

Missouri Synod feels that he cannot
hold joint worship services with the
others. This is simply accepted as a
matter of fact, and the pastors go on
from there and do what can be done
together.

There are those who have such
confidence in the Holy Spirit that they
believe that some day “L.C.A.." “Mo.
Synod,” and “A.L.C.” will be erased
from that sign at the edge of town.

Faith of a President... «om pase 1

Gospel to bear on Chinese culture
made him dissatisfied with the Chi-
hese translations of the Bible which,
unlike the English translations, could
never qualify for a seat of honor
among the great pieces of literature.
During World War I, therefore, he
called upon a Chinese Roman Catho-
lic. a well-known scholar of Greek, to
collaborate with him in a new trans-
lation. Throughout the war years in
Chungking, two hours every week
were given to this work, with an eve
to expressing the Word of God in the
best Chinese idiom.

But Mr. Donald would not have
seen the vital importance of Christian

faith to Chiang Kai-Shek's life had it
not been that behind such a Christian
life there stands an unequivocal wit-
ness to Christ in spoken and written
word. Though leader of a nation
which numbers only a tiny minority
of Christians, this chief of state has
openly expressed more than once his
dependence on Jesus Christ. The
words of bold witness, translated be-
low, were originally written by Presi-
dent Chiang in his own handwriting,
and have been printed and distri-
buted widely throughout Taiwan.
They deserve to travel further. It is
the hope of the writer that this clear
confession of faith may move readers

to pray for this man who—all political
opinions or prejudices aside—is their
brother in Christ.

“I sincerely wish to urge people to
read the Bible, because it is the voice
of the Holy Spirit bringing to light the
righteousness of God and his love for
the world. It relates how the Savior
Jesus Christ sacrificed his own body
and shed his blood to save all who
believe in him. It is his righteousness
which can lift up the nations. for
Christ is the Rock upon which all
freedom is built. It is his love which
is able to cover all sin, so that who-
ever trusts in Jesus will live eternally.”
—Chiang Kai-Shek. *e 0
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Now 1s the tume when 1 would wander, now
When ripened fields stand in the golden light,
When yesterday’s nostalgic thoughts allow
The heart some memories—the distant sight
Of morning haze against a far-off hill,

Of gay October in a crimson gown,

Spring yearnings brought to fruit, the subtle will
Of Autumn coloring the road to town.

Nouw is the time when I would wander, now
When Autumn silence falls upon the land
Beyond the road’s far turn. I there, somehow,
Find surety the heart will understand.

O gentle melancholy set apart,
Let God's world warm my restive, wondering heart!

—MELvA RoOREM
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Who Threw That Bomb?

Referring to the bomb that wrecked a Birmingham,
Ala., Negro Baptist church and killed four girls at-
tending Sunday school, Charles Morgan, Jr., a white
lawyer, told the Birmingham Young Men’s Business
Club that the entire community was responsible for
the bombing. The community, he said, was asking,
“Who did it? Who threw that bomb?” “And the an-
swer should be,” he said, “we all did it.”

Mr. Morgan then drew up a bill of particulars
against the people of the city, including the ministers,
who, he said, “have done so little for Christianity,
who call for prayer at high noon in a city of lawless-
ness and, in the same breath, speak of our city's
‘image.” Did these ministers visit the families of the
Negroes in their hour of travail? Do they admit
Negroes into their ranks at the chapel?” Then he
blamed all segments of the leadership of the city for
making Birmingham a place where “four little Negro
girls can be born into a second-class school system,
live a segregated life, ghettoed into their own little
neighborhoods, restricted to Negro churches, des-
tined to ride in Negro ambulances to Negro wards
of hospitals, and from there to a Negro cemetery.”

Mr. Morgan limited his indictment to all the peo-
ple of Birmingham. Many of us are willing to include
ourselves in that indictment and echo the confession,
“We all did it.” In so doing we are echoing not only
the words of a modern man but those of one who
lived long years before Christ was born. You will
find the confession of that young layman in the
biblical Book of Nehemiah. Nehemiah lived hundreds
of miles from Jerusalem, in Susa, the capital of
Persia. But when news came to him of the “great
trouble and shame” that had come to Jerusalem,
where the wall was broken down and the gates de-
stroyed by fire, he did not try to wiggle out of re-
sp()ﬁsil)i]i{\' for the disaster. “We have sinned agains£
thee. Yea, I and my father’s house have sinned
(Neh. 1:6, RSV) is the confession he made to God.

It will be a sorry commentary on America, in par-
ticular on American Christians, if this vicious murder
in Birmingham does not move us to deep repentance
and to a confession of our guilt. The most sensitive
appreciation of this necessity I have heard in ALC
circles was a word spoken by the Rev. Ewald Bash
of the ALC's Youth Department. In a noon-day dis-
cussion of the Birmingham atrocity this youth leader
said, “All of us should put ashes on our heads as a
public acknowledgment of our guilt in this.”

Too many of us will be tempted to smile a sophis-
ticated smile at such a suggestion—just as too many
of us termed the August 28 March on \'\'ashingmn
a public disgrace and branded it as an approval of
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mob violence and disregard for law. It takes the
spirit of a Charles Morgan, of a Nehemiah, indeed.
of the Son of Man, to see in such a peaceful, orderly
demonstration an opportunity for white Christians to
say to their Negro brothers “not with pen and paper
but with their very bodies,” that we do believe in
righteousness and justice and freedom for all people.

It won’t do, then, for the white Christian popula-
tion of this nation, which feels uneasy if not guilty:
about Birmingham, to find a scapegoat in Governor
Wallace and vent all its righteous wrath on him. Like
Pontius Pilate at the time of Christ’s crucifixion.
Governor Wallace has plenty on his conscience. But.
like the public at the time of Christ’s crucifixion,
vou and I have—or ought to have—plenty on our
conscience, too. Like the public of that day, we have
been guilty of apathy, the sin that contributes to so
many other sins. We preserve the outward form of
declaring ourselves our brother’s keeper but are “a
standing denial of its reality” (2 Tim. 3:15, NEB).

If we think ourselves innocent of this charge of
apathy, ponder these comments of a Negro fellow-
Christian, the Rev. Joseph A. Johnson Jr., of the Inter-
denominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Ga.
In addressing the first Conference on Religion and
Race ever held in Milwaukee, Wis., this man, speak-
ing from inside the circle of the Negro minority,
said: “The fact is that there has been no significant
instance in which white society motivated by loving
mercy has voluntarily relinquished an area of domi-
nation over the Negro.”

Every major social advance made by the Negro.
this Negro leader said, has resulted from some kind
of legal or social coercion. In other words, white
Christians with good intentions, carefully worded
resolutions and orthodox prayers have failed to do
anything significant about the injustice and discrimi-
nation under which their brothers of color have suf-
fered.

If that indictment of us is true, then ask yourself,
“Who threw that bomb?” And your own heart will
make answer.—E.W.S.

Is This the Secret?

An editorial in Decision, the monthly magazine ot
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, deals
with the drop in the number of men entering theo-
logical seminaries. The editorial is headed, “How to
Get More Ministers Without Really Trying,” and
makes the point that the secret of success is not to
coax or “campaign” young men into studying for the
ministry but to have a church so alive and aflame
with the Spirit that men gladly offer themselves for
the ministry.




As a device to permit him to speak straight from
the shoulder on this subject, the editor of Decision
prefaces the editorial with this note: “Rumor has it
that these scribbled notes were found scattered on
the floor of the pressroom after a recent national
church convention. It is not known whether the
speech was ever delivered.” Then he quotes some
plain speech from these “rumored” notes. While the
comments may sound a bit emotional to staid Lu-
theran ears, they make a telling point that we do
well to ponder. Here are a few excerpts:

“I have watched the progress of young men in the
ministry of our church, and I have observed that almost
invariably they come from churches that are filled with
a divine fire. The candidates themselves are not isolated
phenomena; they are rather the cream that rises to the
top. They are the choice fruit of a harvest that is already
rich.

“You do not have to recruit these men, brethren. You
can’t hold them back! God recruits them himself out of
his finest soldiers. He incubates them in a warm evan-
gelical atmosphere, then raises them up to carry on his
work. . ..

“The way to draw able, godly pastors into the pulpits
is to forget about them, and start preaching the Gospel,
and living it. . . "—E.W.S.

Midwest Lutherans Have a Duty

GuEesT EDITORIAL

The Midwest holds the balance of political power
over the fate of proposed civil rights legislation. The
Midwest is an area where Lutherans are influential.
Therefore, what positions Lutheran citizens take may
well decide whatever action Congress takes.

These are facts of political life. They give an
urgency for Lutherans to study and to express them-
selves on the issues involved in the proposed legisla-
tion. They will show whether the Church Council of
the ALC was expressing only a pious platitude or a
guide to Lutheran action when in 1961 it said:

“Christians ought to exercise their social responsibility
by acting in their own communities to remove whatever
injustices exist and to insure for all persons, without dis-
crimination, just and equal opportunities, especially in
housing, employment, education, and access to social
welfare services.”

Surely every responsible Christian stands ready to
support measures which insure that all persons, re-

ardless of color, economic position, national origin,
or ethnic grouping, have fair, just, and equal access
to education, housing, employment, voting, and pub-
lic accommodations. On this goal all men of good
will agree.

The real issue is this: does the proposed civil
rights legislation truly assure fair, just, and e.qual
opportunity for persons presently denied civil rights
without at the same time endangering equally valid
freedoms of other persons?

On this key issue there are honest differences of
opinion. Some persons genuinely ask whether the
proposed legislation is constitutional. They believe

that in acting to correct evident moral wrongs which
the American conscience no longer will tolerate, un-
constitutional measures are proposed.

These are eamest questions which the responsible
legislator, “bound by oath or affirmation to support
this Constitution,” must weigh. The answers are vital
to the well-being of all Americans.

The proposed “Civil Rights Act of 1963" (S. 1731
and H.R. 7152) has seven main sections, dealing with
[. voting rights, II. access to public accommodations,
II1. desegregation of public education, IV. establish-
ment of a community relations service, V. commission
on civil rights extension, VI. nondiscrimination in
federal]y assisted programs, and VII. commission on
equal employment opportunity. Each title sets up
goals which most fair-minded persons can endorse.
Each has specific provisions which critics claim are
either unconstitutional or so sweeping in their effects
that they endanger all Americans.

Impatience to achieve badly needed guarantees of
civil liberties should not blind us to the practical
difficulties of writing these guarantees into fair, equit-
able, just, enforceable, constitutionally valid legisla-
tion. Action is urgent, but it should be wise action.

Midwestern Lutherans have a special duty to

—study the President’s legislative proposals on civil

rights;

—talk these proposals over with their neighbors

and thus to help shape an articulate, informed,

public opinion;

—share their thoughts with their representatives

and senators;

—pray that these men will be led to take a wise

position on this issue.

Meantime, back home in their midwestern or other
communities, whether their neighbors be Negro,
American Indian, Puerto Rican, Mexican, Oriental,
or Jew,

—can any traveler buy that food and lodging which

his means permit?

—does every citizen meeting reasonable qualifica-

tions have the right to vote?

—will his money buy or rent a home in any section

of the city?

—do the law enforcement officers practice a single

standard of justice for all?

—is every line of work open to all and are all jobs

filled on merit and ability?

—what happens to the patronage and prestige of

business and professional men who serve large

numbers of these neighbors?

These questions are meant to probe the Lutheran
heart arid conscience. These are matters about which
something can be done even without laws. Could
every community, led by its decent people, answer
such questions correctly, federal legislation guaran-
teeing justice and equality of opportunity for all
would ring no bells of alarm. It would simply serve
to support fair, just, equal, sound patterns for com-
munity living.—Cant F. Reuss
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CHURCH AND SCHOOL

» | commend the L.S. for its presen-
tation of “The Church and the Public
School” (Sept. 10). If the gentlemen
answering question 4 were familiar
with the tests in question and the
way that they are used, surely they
would share Mrs. Huggins’ unqualified
“ves.” I refer readers to the Report of
the Joint Interim Committee on the
Public Education System, available
from Joseph A. Beek, secretary of the
California Senate. Another source is
remarks of Rep. John M. Ashbrook in
the Oct. 10 and 13, 1962, Congres-
sional Record, available from Mr. Ash-
brook.

Pastor Thomsen suggests parents
don’t have to submit to the teachings
of anti-religious theories. Unfortunate-
lv, parents in this community have
had to submit. For over four months,
more than 50 parents petitioned in
writing and at public hearings for the
removal of Science Research Associ-
ates Reading for Understanding mate-
rial. This material demands the one
correct answer with no class discus-
sion. A student must logically con-
clude, for example, that “good and
evil are nothing else than happiness
and unhappiness” and that “truth is
man-made.” The material remains in
our schools and board members retain
their offices.

MAaRjoRIE A. GAIDE
Clendora, Calif,

THRILLING SIGHT

B [ wish to reflect a sense of great
pride in the action of Dr. Schiotz in
sending five delegates to the civil
richts march. The Christian Church
has been inexcusably slow in making
known its feelings in civil rights. The
most thrilling sight to me on that his-
toric day as [ personally moved to-
ward Constitution Avenue was to sce
on the other side of the avenue a great
number of marchers carrying signs
identifving the Lutheran March on
Washington.

CHARLES W. BATES

Cincinnati, Ohio

» When [ read that a committee had
been appointed to join the marchers,
I could not escape shame creeping
upon my face—because unwittingly
this condones and puts the stamp of
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approval on recvolt, rioting, and mob
violence, contrary to the biblical in-
junction,
Rev. A. F. Zenk
Le Mars, lowa

OLD TESTAMENT LINK
» “Two Parts but One Book™ (Sept.
10) made me wonder what references
Jesus made to the Old Testament. I
found that the first words of Jesus
quoted in the New Testament refer to
the Old: “It is written . . .” (Matt.
4:4). In the Gospel of Matthew alone,
Jesus refers to the sacred writings in
over 70 verses.
EnLiNg A. NiLsox
Woadbridge, N.].

GOD SPOKE

» Mr, Belgum's article (Sept. 10) was
well titled “God Speaks .. .” for Christ.
too, spoke in anecdotes and parables.
Thanks to Mr. Belgum for his soul-
baring; for the prompting he gave to
1) see the least of these and to 2)
do something.

HELEN MARQUARDT

Madison, S.D.

» “What do these human happenings
say to you?" 1) I am glad I was not
sitting where Belgum sat when that
father slapped his little boy’s face. I
might have thrown discretion to the
wind and given him a dose of his own
medicine! 2) T am not so much con-
cemned about the drunken “Ludren”
being forgotten as the fact that some
of the old saints of the church have
been forgotten. 3) One does not have
to be a sculptor to understand un-
gratefulness. Time given in service for
others, with no promise of payment
in return, or even a decent thanks, has
been the experience of some of the
greatest Christian saints, 4) The lady
with the sick baby made me ask,
“What has happened to our institu-
tions of charity? How well the oldsters
living on Social Security realize the
truth of this predicament.
Mrs. R. Hovuter
Wadena, Minn,

TELL BOTH SIDES
» Re Prof. Schneider's remark (Sept.
10): Of course, “there are also some
congregational duties. But I'll wait for
some pastor to ask a question, . . "

Does the groom in a premarital cor
ference hear only the responsibiljtie-
the bride has toward him withouw
being told his own responsibilitjes®
Should not a congregation also hear
both sides of the letter of call? Does
a teacher tell a student who is pulling
on one oar that his companion needs
to pull on his oar as well in order to
make any forward progress? Does a
pastor who requires not only a pray-
ing congregation, but also a cooperat-
ing congregation, need to be told what
was promised to him in the letter of
call? In other words, always tell both
sides of a question’s answer.

The Rev. CHARLES Euxe

Pottsville, Tex.

HELSINKI ECHOES

» I was more than disturbed over the
statement that a Lutheran Foundation
for Interconfessional Research is going
to continue to try to bridge the gap
between the Bible-honoring Church of
the Reformation and the error-laden
Roman Catholic Church. I would
think that both the WCC and the
LWF would be more concerned about
deepening the spiritual life of their
member churches, Please enlighten us
naive laymen as to the nature and
purpose of these dialogues between
two irreconcilable views.

Mrs. Nora J. Croucu

New York, N.Y.

> Why do those whose concern and
obligation it is to answer the questions
of seeking humanity so often waste
our years and fail our trust in debat-
ing phraseology? Justification? Great
and learned bodies ponder and ponti-
ficate . . . and EW.S. puts it quietl:
and simply and competently in Ty
LuTHERAN STANDARD. What's so diffi-
cult?

EL1ZABETH RanL g

Sidney, Ol]io

WHATS THE MOTIVE?
» We know no one can save souls byt
God. However, is it not to his honaor
when a missionary, pastor, teacher, o
lavman works to bring a soul to
Christ? (Dr. Skinsnes address. p 4
Sept. 10).
Mrs. ARCHIE Exensox
MeclIntosh, Minn.

» Question 1 in the Quiz (Sept. 10
puzzles me. According to Mr. Skinsnes
the answer is “false,” but according t¢
Scripture, the answer is “true.” I'm
confused! Help!

Mrs. CLaupg W, Macr:

Sedgewick, Alta.
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Final Dialog on Science

e I do not think I misunderstood or
failed to get the point of my good
friend Rev. Preus’s article, “What
About Science, Pastor?” (See Aug. 13
AMr. Editor). He was glorifying sci-
ence; I was debunking it. Science says
that evolution is true. I deny it. Rev.
Preus says in his article that the Bible
record of creation does not tell how
God created, only why. The opposite
is true. The Bible record does not tell
us why God created, only how. I chal-
lenge Rev. Preus to point to one word
in the creation record which tells why.
If the Bible record does not tell us
how God created, evolution could
(theoretically) be considered the way
he did it. But the Bible does tell us
how he did it.

I'm sure that Rev. Preus does not
deny that science is saying, today,
that evolution is true. Why else is
there so much eagerness on the part
of certain theologians and of Rev.
Preus to have the church believe that
the Bible does not tell us how God
created? Rev. Preus has “Bill” say:
“NMost scientists believe in some evolu-
tionary development of life. Would
you say that the Bible allows room for
this sort of thing?” Rev. Preus has the
pastor answer, “The Bible allows room
for facts of all kinds, Bill.” That an-
swer is the same as, “Yes.” Rev. Preus
has Bill ask, “Aren’t there still a lot of
churchmen who are fighting science,
especially when it says anything about
evolution?” Rev. Preus has the pastor
reply, “1 guess there are, Bill. But I
agree with you that the church ought
to allow the possibility of discovery
along this line also. After all, the Bible
tells us simply that God made man out
of dust. What process man went
through in this creative activity of
God the Bible does not say.” The
‘proceSS’ referred to in this last sen-
tence may, obviously, be evolution.

It is this kowtowing, obeisance to,
kneeling before science, over against
believing the revealed truth, to which

I object.
Byron C. NELsON

e The Bible is everywhere con-
cerned with the purpose of God. That
is. it is trying to answer the question
“whv?” for us. In a few places, such
as john 20:31 and 1 John 5:13 it
states this explicitly: “These are writ-
ten that ye might believe,” etc. But
where this is not stated in the Bible,

it is implied, as in the first verses of
Genesis. It could have been written,
without damaging the meaning,
“These are written that you may know
that God created,” etc. But it is not
always necessary to state what should
be perfectly obvious, in this case that
it is important for our Christian faith
that we know God as the creator.

The purpose of creation is also men-
tioned in many other parts of the
Bible, such as Psalm 19: “The heav-
ens declare the glory of God,” and in
Isainh 43:7 it says of the creation of
man, “I have created him for my
glory.” So if we do not realize that
God’s purpose is revealed in one place,
we will find it in another.

If Byron Nelson is satisfied to con-
sider the few hundred words of the
creation story as telling the “how” of
creation he is at liberty to do so. But
the point to the story is that it tells us
of God’s purpose.

There are still many things con-
nected with evolutionary theories

which are articles of faith among sci-
entists rather than proven facts. All
I said is that if and when they prove
something—I mean procve it, not just
say it or believe it or have it said for
them—then we have to accept it.
Otherwise we might find ourselves in
the position of the man at the zoo
who stared at the giraffe for a long
time and then said, “There ain’t no
such animal.”
—CHrisTiax PREUS

—
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...report on a
four-year study
of 3,000 high
school Lutherans

PROFILES OF
CHURCH YOUTH

by Merton Strommen

The first study of its kind! Young
people of four Lutheran church
bodies were interviewed under the
auspices of the Youth Research
Advisory Commission, This book
presents what the findings reveal
in a way that is meaningful to
non-professionals, but is not in-
tended to interpret them. It will
be of special interest to pastors,
psychologists, professional and
lay youth workers. $595

4

3668 S. JEFFERSON ¢ ST. LOUIS. MO. 83118

Y

OCTOBER 22, 1963—21



NEWS.

National Clergy Forum Highlights
Coming Events on Busy ALC Schedule

Although laymen and pastors of the
ALC are looking forward with interest
to the first National Clergy Forum of
the ALC, to be held for pastors next
Jan. 28-30 in Minneapolis, numerous
other meetings are scheduled for the
rest of 1963 that are also of interest.

The Forum, according to a letter
sent from Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz to
all ALC pastors, will have a three-fold
purpose: to provide a personal con-
frontation for Dr. Schiotz with the
pastors so that he may share facts con-
cerning the Lutheran World Federa-
tion, World Council of Churches, and
National Lutheran Council-Missouri
Synod negotiations; to give pastors an
opportunity to share with the church
officers and staff people the insights
they have from their work in the par-
ish; and to help pastors to become
increasingly aware of a fellowship that
crosses district lines.

Theme of the Forum will be Serv-
ants of the Truth. Speakers will be
announced at a later date.

Meetings held during the first part
of October included those of the Re-
search and Social Action Commission
(see page 3); the ALC Board of Trus-
tees; the Church in Town and Coun-
try Committee; the Board of Parish
Education; the Board of Publication;
and the Western Regional Evangelism
Conference, the story of which will
appear in a later issue of LS.

Meetings between now and the end
of 1963 include: Church Council
executive committee, Oct. 22; Board
of Theological Education, in Colum-
bus, Ohio, Oct. 22, 23; Board of
World Mission, Oct. 28, 29; ALCW
executive board, Nov. 8, 9; college
teachers of religion, academic deans,
Nov. 8, 9; Board of Charities, Nov. 14,
15; Board of Pensions, Nov. 19, 20:

WORSHIP

= COURAGE
w= DAILY Lrving

oncordia
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is meaningful for
all ages with
these devotions

THE FAMILY
WORSHIP SERIES

Whatever the age of your chil-
dren, you will find a book in this
series just right for your home
worship. “God and Your Family,”
by Lois Vogel (a pastor's wife
with four youngsters), is for use
with children under 9; "God's
Wonderful World of Words," by
Charles Mueller, is for use with
children 9-13; “Design for Family
Living,” by Roy Blumhorst, is in-
tended for teen-agers; and ‘‘New
Courage for Daily Living,” by Mar-
tin Franzmann, is an inspiring
collection for adults.

Each, $100

3558 S. JEFFERSON e ST. LOUIS, MO. 63118

ALC college chaplains and personne]
deans, at Waverly, Iowa, Nov. 17-19.
stewardship special gifts workshop.
Nov. 21. Meetings in December in-
clude: Board of American Missions.
Dec. 3-5; ALC district presidents.
Dec. 6, 7; Parish Education regional
and district directors training session.
Dec. 3-7; Research and Social Action
Commission, Dec. 9, 10; Board of the
Luther League, Dec. 27-31.

All meetings will be held in Minne-
apolis unless designated otherwise,

A meeting of the Bible Camp Asso-
ciation Board held in late August
brought forth a decision to publish
two studies on camp programming
and ownership, in addition to several
new program helps. More than 40,000
campers were served in ALC camps
last year.

About People

Mr. William W. Morrison, an ALC
layman, has been installed as admin-
istrator of Beth-
any Lutheran
Home, LaCrosse,
Wis. He succeeds
Mr. A. T. Thomp-
son, who has re-
tired. Morrison is
a member and N
president-elect of 3
Our Savior ‘
Church in La- ‘

Crosse. Bethany

Home has a ca- William Morrison
pacity of 117 residents. A 44.bed in-
firmary was dedicated last July.

Dr. Philip Dybvig, executive secre-
tary of the Division of American \fjs-

sions of the ALC.
g is spending two
months in Aus-
tralia on loan to
the United Evan-
gelical Lutheran
Church there. He
is serving as a
counselor on mis-
sion methods in
‘the Australia
church body. at
the request and

Dr. Dybvig
expense of that church.

The Rev. Dale C. Recker, pastor ot
the Lutheran Church in America who
has been blind for the past 15 vears.
has been appointed secretary for blind
work by the American Bible Societ
Dr. Recker lost his sight followmg an
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immanuel Church, Black Creek, Wis. (Pastor Norman A. Sifferath],
dedicated this new modern church recently. Note paracentric roof.

llness but was urged by the LCA
 hurch council to remain as pastor of
the church he served.

James B. Olson, a junior at Luther
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., was elected
pwsidcnt of the Lutheran Student
Association of America (LSAA) at its
annual meeting in Williams Bay, Wis.,
last month. Mr. Olson, whose home is
in Sioux Falls, S.D., is a graduate of
Augustana College there.

Ruth Gochnauer, Minneapolis, has
received a $2,000 scholarship to prac-
tice nursing for
two years in For-
mosa. The schol-
arship was pre-
sented by the
Lutheran Dea-
coness Home and
Hospital, Minne-
apolis, and is the
first such annual
scholarship. She
will be serving at
Chiayi  Christian

Ruth Gochnauer
Hospital, Taiwan, with Marcy Ditt-
manson, M.D., the only doctor at the

hospitul.

Korean Ordained in N.D.

Sang Eun Shim, a Korean brought
to the U.S. by an ALC pastor, was
ordained into the ministry Aug, 95 at
\fayville Church, Mayville, N.D.

opening for him to returm to Korea
as a missionary.

Echo Meetings Scheduled

“Echo meetings” are being planned
for about 30 areas in the U.S. and
Canada by the Lutheran Women's
Coordinating Committee, which spon-
sored a pre-assembly conference at
Schmalensee, Schleswig-Holstein,
Germany, prior to the Helsinki As-
sembly of the LWF,

Purposes of the meetings will in-
clude hearing reports from both the

Dedicated Sept. B was this new addition to the facilities of the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, Rapid City, S.D. (Pastor Raymond L. Brien).

Helsinki Assembly and the pre-assem-
bly conference.

Il’l some areas thf.‘ pIanning commit-
tees include women of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, as well as
those from the ALC and the Lutheran
Church in America which make up

the coordinating committee.

Contact Pastors Listed

New congregations recently estab-
lished through the efforts of the Divi-
sion of American Missions of the ALC
are located in four states, Members of

THE LITTLE MAN FROM JERICHO

Written and illustrated by Betty Ellingboe

The familiar story of Zacchaeus from
Luke 19:1-10 is delightfully told with words
and pictures in this charming children’s
book. Little Zacchaeus is a wonderful exam-
ple of the power of Jesus' love. The fresh,

During the Korean war he met the
Rev. Eric Fietz, now of Forest City,
lowa, who was serving at that time
16 an army chaplain. Later, under the
sponsorship of Pastor and Mrs. Fietz,
Shim came to the U.S. and enrolled
at Concordia College, Moorhead,
Minn, He is prcscntl}' completing a
vear of internship in the Mayville
church, and will serve St. Peter
Church, Logan, Kan., until there is an

colorful art appeals to children. Bound in
beautiful red cloth, 32 pages, 10%x8%".
$1.95

At your beakstore/Published by

augsburg

PUBLISHIRNG HROVUSE

426 South Sth Streat, Minneapolis, Minnasota 55415
57 East Main Street, Columbus. Ohie 43215

316 South 18th Street, Omaha Nebraska 68102
2001 Third Avenue. Seattle, Washington 9813)
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%%2

OCTOBER 22. 1983—23



Here is a historical novel that
will take teenagers . . .

across a battle-scarred land,
ruled by heathens . . .

on a great journey through
many kingdoms . . .

into the temples and palaces of
mighty Babylon . . .

where a Judean lad fights for
his love and his God . . .

all in Archie Joscelyn's exciting
new novel . . .

THE BEAST OF BABYLON
Cloth, $3.95, 262 pp.

AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE
To order ses coupon at bottem of WHOSE
7007 advartisement opposite page.
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Executive committeemen of the S.D. District Brotherhood of the ALC will look up to their
new president for ‘84, They will have to. He is Carl Meyer, Hecla, left, who measures over
six feet, six inches tall. Other members of the executive committee include, |. to r.: Pastor
T. F. Doyen, Redfield; Herman Pietz, Parkston; Bill Brower, Watertown; Howard Lee, Yolga:
Johnnie Miller, Flandreau; and Art Aaker, Redfield. Meyer is a farmer and truck driver.

the ALC are urged to contact the pas-
tors listed below of Lutherans living
in these areas.

Spokane, Wash., Ascension Church.
Contact Pastor Paul N. Jordan, N.
6521 “A” St., Spokane, 99208.

Wyoming, Mich.,, Christ Church.
Contact Pastor Victor R. Wenger,
2160 Holliday Dr. S.W.

Billings, Mont., Atonement Church.
Contact Pastor Edward L. Novak,
1617 Augsburg Dr.

Savage, Minn., Prince of Peace
Church. Contact Pastor Gerald R.
Allen, Rte. 2.

Albert Lea, Minn., Ascension
Church. Contact Pastor Glenn T. Carl-

sen.

Among the Churches

Wisconsin Districts

@ Faith Church, Valders, Wis. (Pas-
tor Robert A. Onkka), broke ground
Sept. 29 for its new church and par-
ish education unit. Of modern design,
the church is expected to be com-
pleted by August of 1964.

North Dakota Districts

® Calvary Church, Grand Forks,
N.D. (Pastors Gerrit Van Hunnik and
Alvah Byers), laid the cornerstone on
Sept. 15 for a new church building.
The new church will be dedicated in
February, 1964.

® Ascension Church, Emerado,
N.D. (Pastor Lloyd A. Nelson), for-
mally dedicated its first church build-
ing Sept. 22, Ascension Church held

its first service Feb. 10 and organized
as a congregation on June 2.

lllinois District

®5t. Peter Church, Emden, IlL.
(Pastor Kenneth E. Gorrell), dedi-
cated an education unit Sept. 29. The
new unit is of concréte block con-
struction faced with Indiana lime-
stone. It contains 23 classrooms, a
library, and other facilities.

Canada District

@ Six men have been named to the
15-man board that runs the affairs of
the Canadian Lutheran Council. They
are: The Rev. R. J. Busch, Yorkton.
Sask.; Mr. Harry Greb, Kitchener,
Ont.; the Rev. Emerson Jury, Flin
Flon, Man.; Mr. Robert Oswald, Cal-
gary, Alta.; the Rev. H. C. Whitteker,
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia; and the
Rev. John Zimmerman, Edmonton.
Alta. Pastor Busch is an ALC pastor.

South Dakota District

® Seven parishes are taking part in
an area preaching mission scheduled
for Oct. 27-31. Churches in the fol-
lowing communities are participating
Bristol, Bradley, Britton, Lily, Pier-
pont, Roslyn, and Webster.

North Pacific District

® Cooperating in student work at
the University of Alaska are the Rev.
Oliver Everette (ALC), and Pastor
Raymond Ernest (Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod). Pastor Everctte has




recently been appointed NLC contact
pastor for Lutheran students.

Ohio District

® Good Shepherd Church, Ketter-
ing, Ohio (Pastor A. H. Grueber),
dedicated a new church Sept. 15. The
congregation is 10 years old. The new
facilities include adequate space for
education, worship, and office.

Eastern District

® Grace Church, Baltimore, Md.
(Pastor William Althaus), has sup-
plied Peace Church, Glen Burnie, Md.
(Pastor William Corkish), with a
check for $35,000 as a sponsorship
loan. The loan will make possible for
the 802 baptized-member congrega-
tion a new education unit, new par-
sonage, steeple, and paved parking
area. Grace Church is also providing a
$25,000 sponsorship loan for Holy
Trinity Church, Laurel, Md. (Pastor

David Dybvig).

South Pacific District

® Christ Church, Las Vegas, Nev.
(Pastor Jerry E. Moe), was organized
Sept. 16 with 55 confirmed and 103
baptized members. The congregation
broke ground Sept. 29 for its first unit
building. Services are being held in a

restaurant.

Obituaries

The Rev. H. O. Belgum, died Sept.
22 following a heart attack. Pastor
Belgum, who was 56, was born in
Farwell, Minn. He served parishes in
Flandreau, S.D., and Spokane, Wash.
He was a member of the Board of
Charities for a ten-year period in the
former ELC.

The Rev. Edward C. Eid, 85, who
had been retired since 1949, died
Sept. 24 in Sioux Falls, S.D. Pastor
Eid served as a home missionary in
Colorado, and as pastor in Boyd,
\Minn.; Lake Preston, S.D.; Volga,
S D.: and Hazard, Neb.

Mrs. Anna Sophia Klindworth, wid-
ow of the Rev. Albert Klindworth,
died Sept. 13 in Hillsboro, T1l. She was
94 vears old.

The Rev. Luther M. Roseland Sr.,
who was serving as visitation pastor
in Northridge, Calif., died Sept. 19
following a stroke. A native of Mil-
waukee, Wis., the 75-year-old pastor

served  congregations in Elk Point,
S.D.; Viroqua, Wis, Minneapolis and
5t Paul. Minn.; and Northridge, Calif,

NEWS

At the time of his death he was a
resident of Reseda, Calif.

The Rev. Johan U. Xavier, retired
in Stanwood, Wash., died Sept. 13 at
the age of 93. Born in Lyngen, Nor-
way, Pastor Xavier served parishes in
Ridgeway, lowa, and Parkland, Wash.
He also taught at Pacific Lutheran
Academy, Pacific Lutheran University,
and served as PLU librarian for 22
years.

The Rev. Olaf Lysnes, noted pastor,
editor, and translator of the former
ELC, died Sept. 30 in St. Paul, Minn.,
at the age of 88. Born in Calmar,
Iowa, Pastor Lysnes served parishes in
Robinson, Kan.; Vermillion, S.D.; and
Jefferson Prairie, Wis. In later years he
served as chaplain at Lyngblomsten
Home, St. Paul. He was a former news
editor of The Lutheran Herald, and
member of the ELC Board of Publi-
cation.

Pastors' Changes of Address

John . Aamot (missionary), from St. Paul, Minn.,
to Paranavai, Parana, Brazil.

Gerald R, Allen, from Bemidji, Minn,, to Heritage
Estates of Burnsville, Savage, Minn, (new congre-
gation).

indispensable

INTERPRETER’S
BIBLE

Christendom's most compre-
hensive commentary. “The
infinite and rich possibilities
of the Scriptures have sel-
dom been so fully revealed
as they are in THE INTER-
PRETER'S BIBLE."

—New York Times.

Each Volume, $8.75
The 12-Volume Set, $8950

Now available in delure
leather binding . . $375.
(sold only in 12-volume sets)

Published by
Abmgdon Press

Order from your
Augsburg Publishing House Branch

WHERE DO THEY
THINK THEY'’RE
GOING?

They're going to be in Jamas S.
Kerr's new children's book about ani-
mals and people of the Bible, that's
where! And they're hurrying because
there are so many Bible animals that
are going to be in WHOSE ZOO?
they want to be sure they aren't
left out. But they needn't worry . . .
they know such fine Bible characters
they're sure to be included . . .
there's Joseph's cows,’ Daniel's lion,
the wise men's camels, David's sheep
and many, many more.

WHOSE ZOO? is filled with rthyme,
riddle, and wit . . . a fun way for
children ages 3-8 to learn favorite
Bible stories. Illustrated by Ollie
Jensen. Cloth. 24 pp.. $1.75

ORDER BLANK

Please send ma:

copies of WHOSE Z00? I
ode 10-349| @ 5

copies of THE BEAST OF BABY.
LON @ $3.95 Code 10-330

Charge [

| enclose §

Add 10c per dollar for postage

NAME

ADDRESS_

Augsburg Publishing House

416 So. Sth St., Minneapolis, Minn
57 East Malin St., C-olu’:nhus, Ohio ig:g
316 So. 18th St., Omaha, Neb. 68102
2001 Third Ave., Seatle, Wath. 98121
26 4th 5t. N.E., Calgary, Alberta, Canada
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Hamar Benson (asst. pastor), trom McVille, N.D.

o Melinock, N.D. (St. Paul, Trinity, Middle
Grove, Ness).

John B. Berg, from Wannaska, Minn., to Porter.
field Wis.

Ernest B. Bittner (assistant pastor), from White
Rock, B8.C., to 2046 Ottawa St.. Regina, Sask.
Teinity

Melvin C. Blobaum, from Bassett Neb. to Ohio,

I, (First and St John),

Lee E. Bohnoff, (missionary), from Crosne, France,
to Mission Protestantes. N'gacundere, Cameroun,
Africa.

R. G. Borgwardt, from Sioux Falls, S.D., to 312
Wisconsin Ave., Madison, Wis. [Bethel).
Norman G. Borwvold, from Shelby, Mont. to
Flaxville, Ment, (American, Pleasant Prairie, and
Zion).

Glenn T. Carlsen, from Spokane, Wash., to 11
Pinehill Dr.. Albert Lea, Minn. (new congrega-
fion).

Bernhard M. Christensen (faculty, Luther Sem.),
from Augsburg College to 907 22 Ave, S., Minne-

apolis 4 Minn,

Raymond W. Durst, from Rutersville, Tex., to A
and M Reoute Cu:ro Tex. 77954 [Znon)

Amos Dyrud (missionary), from Colfax, Wis., to

3355 40th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 55406.

William C. Bowers, from Qak Harbor, Ohio, to
Rte. 2, Port Clinton, Ohio (St. John and St. Paul)

D. M. Boxrud, from Evanston, Ill., to 7211 Port.
land Ave., Minneapolis 23, Minn.

William H. Braaten, from Kyle, Sask.

, o Mclaugh-
lin, Alta

. (Battle River, Bethel, and Zion).

L. James Brooks (school nas*orL, from Lakota,
zg tc Qak Grove Lutheran High School, Fargo,
W. C. Burmeister, from Roselle, IIl., to 1120 N.
Whittier Pl., Indianapolis 19, Ind. (51, Matthew).
Dennis Falk (asst. pastor), from Minneapolis,
Minn. 1o 2907 Second Ave. E., Hibbing, Minn.

(Our Savi or).

Luther Flugstad (missionary), from Carrc'ouu W.

Africa, to 1536 Fulham St.. St. Paul, Minn, 55108,
Paul §. Fransen, from Mwnncapohs, Minn., to
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, LaCrescent,
Minn. (Prince of Peace).

George N. Frederick, from Terre Haute, Ind., to
7825 Catalpa Ave., Hammond Ind. (St. Luke).

Paul G. Freyberg (missionary), from Marysville,
Ohio, to Lutheran Mission, Box 80, Lae, Terr. of
New Guinea.

La¥ern W. Gardai

f'om
Brocklyn, N.Y.,

(military chaplam)

to 2nd Inf. Div., Fort Benning, Ga.

Anlen Gerlach, from Souris, N.D., to Edinburg,
. (Odalen, Trinity, and Zion).

Leon C. Gilbertson, from Frontier, Sask., to Il

Seminary Tcrrace Concordia Swmmary‘ B01
DeMun Ave., $t. Louis 5, Mo.

David Granskou (faculty), from Princeton, N.J.,
to Lutheran School of Theology, 1644 S. I1th Ave..
Maywood, Ill.

Milo G. Gronseth (missionary),
Minn.,
Taipew

from Windom,
to 7, Lane 184, Sublane 19, Tunghwa St.,
Taiwan.

Roy C. Hafso, from Parkside, Sask.,
Alta. (Amisk-Park, Faith, Metiskow,
C. T. Hansen, from Nevis, Minn.,

to Metiskow,
and Grace).

to 320 Bowling

Ave., Detroit Lakes, Minn. (Bakke, Egelund, and
Richwood).

John R. Hanson, irom Cokato, Minn., to & W,
90th St., Apt. 5, New York, N.Y.

Bruce E. Hesse, from Keewatin, Minn., to 320
Hunter Ave., Joliet, Ill. (Messiah).

Carl W. Holm from Franklin, Minn., to Mclntosh,
Minn. (Our Sa\nor)

Henry E. Holte, from Armena, Alta., to 10923 94th

St., Edmonton, Alta. (Central),

Richard F. Hely, from LaCrescent, Minn., fo 6601
74th Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn. 55428 (Prince of
Peace).

M. James Hougen (missionary), from Decorah,
lowa, to Caixa Postal 352, Campinas, Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

Coatribators include: 5
Roland Bainton James Pike
Bily Grabam  J. B. Phiips

Robert McCracken Ralph Sockman
Reinbold Niebuhr  Paul Tilich
Joroslav Pefikan  Elton Trueblood

oncordia

PUBLISHING HOUSE
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... illustrations
by 75 of Christianity’s
great thinkers

IMAGES OF FAITH

Compiled by
W. Mathews and R. P. Wetzler
A book you'll browse through often for
inspiring, contemplative reading. These
messages of faith help show how Man
seeks meaning for his life...and how
God seeks Man. The materials reflect
the teacher, the evangelist, and the
parisk pastor. Some are short, some
long . . . some are deeply profound,
some light, and some humorous. Some
are familiar, some unfamiliar. A collec-
tion of the thinking of outstanding
Christians! $495

3558 S. JEFFERSON » ST LOUIS. MO. 63118

Alton T. Knutson (missionary) from Forest L.

Minn., to 74, 4 Chome, Kotobuki Che, Ka-

City, Aichi Kea Japan.

Kenneth W. Kramer (asst. pastor), lrom e

Minn., to Glenwood, Minn, (Glenwcod).

Wilmer M. Kurtz (missionary), from Myga-g
Terr. of New Guinea, to Lutheran Mission. Box B
Lac, Terr. of New Guinea.

Lyle E. Larson (missionary), from Nakarg K.
Tokyo, Japan, to 1807 Hanegi Cho, S-'aq;,; K.
Tokyo, Japan.

Richard A. Larson, from Spirit Lake
First St. N.E., Clarion, lowa (First).

Otis A. Lee (missionary), from Hollywoed Ca' ¢

|o~.5_ to 312

to Caixa Postal 945, Londrina, Parana. Brazil.
Walter O. Ludwigsen (missionary), frem M. jws.
kee, Wis., to Spanish Language Inst., Apartacs
2240, San Josc Costa Rica.

Arnold Lund, from For| Meade, S.D., to 303 E
Custer, Rap:d City, S.

Monrad V. Mansager (m.slonary) from pAi=-=
apolis, Minn., to Caixa Postal 352, Campiras S2-

paulo, Brazil,

Byron M. Marsh, from Glen Burnie, Md. = 102
E. Maple Rd., Linthicum Hagts., Md.

Clyde P. Miller, from Dayton, Ohlo, to 302 £
Fearl St., Wapakoneta, Qhio (St. Mark).

Harold E Mundschenk (missionary), frem Jai~-=

apolis, Minn.. to 4F Me de Normand'e Cou-
bevoie (Seine), France.

E. C. Nelson (Luther Sem. faculty), from La-2
garten, Germany, to 1905 N. Fairview A,e. &
Paul, Minn. 55113,

Oliver K. Olson, from Hamburg, Germa-y.
Dietrich-Bonhoeffer Haus, Konigstrasce 82 2

u

Germany.
James K. Pedersen, from Moorland. lcw
Starkweather, N.D. (Chain Lake, Trini*y-

and Scandinavia).

Erling H. Peterson, from Midlang, Tex. +z & °
Desert Steppes Dr.. Tucsen, Ariz. (new cong-e
gation).

Warren A. Quanbeck (Luther Sem. faculty) 4-o—
St. Paul, Minn, to 308 Springs Ave. Ge*+ysou-=
Pa.

F. E. Olderr (hosp. chaplain), frem New- -
Centre, Mass., to State Hospital No. | Fo ===
Mo.

Donald M. Richman (missicnary), #ro—m W i--=
apolis, Minn., to Caixa Postal 352, Ca—z ==«
Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Dar Roa (college pastor), from Forest C+y Jzwa
to 810 D Cherry Lane, Mich. State Ur'v Tz
Lansing, Mich.

Arthur E. Rode, from Victoria, Tex. <= =7
Woodrow Ave. Austin, Tex. (Faith).

Malvin Rossing [n-issjonaw), frem Mirmea==
Minn., to Fort Dauphin, Malagasy Rep_= -

Paul S. Samuelson, from Sandwick [|I. =z b 2-
Minn. (Westbank and Big Bend).

John N. Skepstad, frcm Van

Nuys, Ca'+ -
YMCA, 2001 Allston Way, Berkeley, Ca <.

Hans M. Steinert, from Leader. Sask =+o 20u o
St. N.E.. Calgary, Alta. (St. John).
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. Stensiand (missionary), from Bezaha,
:.r_:.:q_,';{v Rsc‘:bhc to Mission Lutherienne, Fort
Da.phin, ansv Republic.

R d G. Svance (asst. pastor), from Eagle
g::;"an to 2901 Emerson Ave. N. Minne-
acclis 11, Minn. (St. Olaf).

J. AL Toﬂc (retired), from Salem, Ore., to 2008
Mzadelssohn Ave. N., Minneapolis 27, Minn.
Thomas ©O. Torgeson (interim pastor), from Ban-
croft, Wis., to 2711 West Michigan, Midland,
Texr. 79701 (Midland).

Roy M. Tribe (asst. pastor), from Des Plaines,
1., to 73 N. Hill Ave. Pasadena, Calif. (Hill
Ave. Grace).

walter Trobisch (missionary), from Traitteurstrasse
) Germany, to Rte. 9, Box 80, Springfield, Mo.
Morris Wee, from Madison, Wis. to 333 E. Grant
S+. Minneapolis, Minn. (Central).

Rudy ©O. Wendel, from Bloomfield, lowa to
Keokuk, lowa.

Carl M. Westby Jr. (mlssmnary) from Tokyo,
Japan, to 46 Shiotsu, Yaizu Shi, Shizucka Ken,
Jepan.

John C. Westby (missionary), from Minneapolis,
Mionn.. to Caixa Postal 352, Campinas, Sao Paulo,
!'sx'l.

w. Henry Westby (Service Commission area di-
~ector). from Blairsden, Calif., to 37-810 Melrose
D-.. Palm Springs, Calif.

Norval R. Wigtil, from Sioux Falls, 5.D. to
Hawarden, lowa (American).

Howard W. Wolfgram, from Portland, Ore., to
z+ral Apts., No. 2, 603A Court St., Fulton, Mo.

Newly Ordained

gwil H. Blobaum, Belgrade, Neb. (Peace).
Norman V. Braatr (assoc. pastor), Blé 52nd St.
3-ooklyn 20 N.Y. (Zion).

Carl W. Dietz, Gaylord, Kan. (Christ).

Gary E Flatgard, Clinton, Wis. (Pella).
gradley C. Hanson (asst. pastor), 216 2nd Ave.
~.w., Faribault, Minn. (First).

Rodney L. Hinrichs, Odin, Minn. (S5t. Olaf and

Ju:nb H. Hoffman, Rte. 2 Carthage, Ill. (Im-
\h"ll'lm L. Jurgens, Rte. | Auburmn, Neb. (51
u.:l D Kuhlmann, Atkinson, Neb. (Sr. Jo&n).
. Peter Lyberg, Rte. | Pemberville Rd. Perrys
org ORio (Zion).

Lenneth L Marquardt, Birnamwood, Wis. (Trinity).

iobert W. Matthias, Lansing, lowa [Ou- Savior

sz Waterville).

Bruce W. Meyer, 1068 Carrcll Rd. Glen Bumie

o (Glen).

I_ Prilip l-loell.r 5454 E. Atlantic Pl., Danver 22
Zaoiz. (Cross of Glory).

Allan W Ness Crescn |11 (St Jonn).

'.‘birsd L. Place, [asst. pastor) 48256 N. Cliphant
bee Cricago 31 1L

wison R Reisen, 253 (Cenmcer St 8ryan DOt
Allan H_ Sager .sss:u_ pastor). 3421 Tolsa Way
= Wao—= Tex. (Tr ).
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IS YOUR TIME UP?

If it is, please don’t waste another moment. Check
the back cover of this issue of The Lutheran Standard
to see if it is time to renew your subscription. If your
congregation does not pay for subscriptions for all
its members through its budget, cut out the listing
and mail it with your check or money order for $3.00
to the address listed below. Then you'll receive The
Lutheran Standard for another year. Please make any
corrections necessary on your name and address.

By the way, ask yourself this: “Do most of my friends
from church have The Lutheran Standerd in their
homes?” If your answer is “no”, then please get be-
hind The Lutheran Standard subscription campaign
being conducted this month in your congregation
Urge your fellow members to subscribe through the
organization conducting the campzign in your church
Write to:  Circulation Depariment

AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE

426 South Fifth Street
Minneapolis, Minn_ 55415
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Question
Box

By Stanley D. Schneider

What Does Faith Mean?

Could you make a statement on
the meaning of faith, what it im-
plies in responsibility, and what
the absence of belief in Christ
means to the followers of the Jew-
ish religion?

F.F.,D.C.

Since in another part of your letter
you mentioned Bible study, and since
you are concerned with the Jewish
people, I shall cite some of the Epistle
to the Hebrews as an answer to your
questions.

What is faith? “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. For by
it men of old received divine approv-
al. By faith we understand that the
world was created by the word of
Cod, so that what is seen was made
out of things which do not appear”
(Heb. 11:1-3).

Then follows a listing of all the men
of faith in the Old Testament together
with their responses to that which had
been revealed to them by God. It is
an impressive list, a good review of
the Old Testament and what hap-
pened there. Yet, at the end of the
chapter, this observation is made by
the writer, “And all these, though well
attested by their faith, did not receive
what was promised, since God had
foreseen something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be
made perfect” (Heb. 11:39).

This means that the completion of
God's revelation of himself did not
come in those days of the Old Testa-
ment, but came in Jesus Christ, as the
opening words of the Letter to the
Hebrews indicates: “In many and
various ways God spoke of old to our
fathers by the prophets; but in these

No farmerworthy of his calling expects to hitch
up his corn picker unless he has first of all
pulled a plow, and a planter, and a cultivator in
the same field. In the same way, no man of
integrity expects to reap financial benefits unless
he has first invested himself in terms of both
time and finances. The Investment and Loan

...he who sows bountifully
“Hilso reap bountifully

Bi| Fund (ILF) of The American Lutheran Church
L' has been developed so that men who have faith-
fully supported their church with regula'r. and
substantial contributions will have additional
opportunity for special investment in the work
+ of Christ's Kingdom.

The ILF features several plans to meet a
variety of needs and conditions for the investor.
Demand certificates are available for those who
do not want to obligate their capital for any
specific length of time. Term certificates can be
o issued for specific lengths of time not less than
three years or more than 21. Other certificates
4 can be issued for specific college saving plans.
Interest rates vary from 3 to 5 per cent depend-
ing on the type of plan and the length of invest-
ment. Specific ownership of the certificates may
also be varied according to circumstances.

One fact is uniformly certain. You can't enjoy
a harvest unless you first plant a seed. For more
information write: Board of Trustees, The ALC,
422 S. 5th St., Minneapolis, Minn,
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last days he has spoken to us by
Son, whom he has appointed the hei
of all things, through whom he al«
created the world. He reflects th
glory of God and bears the very stamp
of his nature, upholding the universe
by his word of power. When he had
made purification for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, having become as much superior
to angels as the name he has obtained
is more excellent than theirs” (Heb.
1:1-4).

Faith then is assurance, conviction.
and trust that God is as he has re-
vealed himself to us in Jesus Christ.

What are the implications of re-
sponsibility of faith? Again let me cite
the Epistle to the Hebrews. “There-
fore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set be-
fore us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne
of God” (Heb. 12:1, 2).

There follow in the 12th and 13th
chapters some quite specific indica-
tions of the nature of our response.
Struggle against sin (12:3-6). Endure
discipline (12:7-11). Strive for peace
12:12-17). Be grateful (12:28). Let
brotherly love continue (13:1-3).
Honor marriage (13:4). Keep money
in its proper place as far as the whole
of life is concerned (13:5). Respect
vour leaders (13:7). Be faithful to
the truth as revealed through Jesus
Christ (13:8-14). Worship God
through Jesus Christ (13:15). Do
good and share what you have (13:16.

What does the absence of belief in
Christ mean to followers of the Jewish
religion? God only knows the ultimate
destiny of these people. As far s 1
know they are like any other peaple
who do not know the glory of God
revealed through Jesus Christ, and
therefore a people to whom we \wit-
ness of that glory and love as e
do know it through Jesus Christ.

—_—

Can a member of a Lutheran
congregation leave one congrega-
tion and join another congregation
without a letter of recommenda-
tion?

E. N., Ohio

The normal way of changing one’s
membership from one congregation te
another is through what is known ..«
a letter of transfer,



The letter of transfer is issued on
the authority of the congregation,
usually delegated to the church coun-
cil of the congregation. It is issued
to the congregation to which the per-
son desires to transfer upon the re-
quest of that person. If the person is a
member in good standing this is usu-
ally a routine matter.

If the person is not in good stand-
ing for some reason or other, there is
usually some effort made to rectify
whatever may be at fault.

If the fault cannot be corrected the
letter is sometimes issued with the
notation, “not in good standing.”

It is possible that a congregation
would not issue a letter of transfer
for some reason or other. It would
then be necessary for the other con-
gregation to evaluate the reasons for
this situation and act accordingly. It
is possible that the person would be
received without a letter of transfer if
they deemed the reasons for refusing
one not to be valid.

But in any case it would have to
be considered irregular if a person
went from one congregation to an-
other without a letter of transfer.

Christ said, “Except a man be
born of water and the spirit he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God”
(John 3:5). Does this happen when
we are baptized even if we are too
voung to realize it or is it a person-
al emotional experience occurring

- > - IP.’
later in one’s life? R H., IIL

Eternal life is the gift of God. Read
the third chapter of the Letter to the
Philippians. Paul is talking about all
the experiences that he has had, and
vet says, ‘Christ Jesus has made me
his own’ (3:12).

This gift comes through God’s own
way. It comes through Baptism. This
is not to say that some do not have a
dramatic emotional experience at the
time of conversion. They well may
when they become aware of the gift
they have received from God through
]es(ns Christ. But the emotional experi-
ence is a consequence of having re-
ceived God’s gift, not a condition for
receiving it. And not all have it. Lu-
ther once said that a child born into
a Christian home should be brought
up as a Christian, and never know
himself to be otherwise. This means he
would be baptized and brought up in
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.

Send questions to Prof. Stanley D.
Schneider, 835 Chelsea Ave., Columbus 9,
Ohio. Names and addresses must be in-
cluded though only initials will be used

J. B. PHILLIPS

now translates

FOUR
PROPHETS

of the Old Testament

The translator of the
bestselling The New Tes-
tament in Modern English
now brings four signifi-
cant prophets of the 8th
century B.C. to life for
today’s readers.

J. B. PHILLIPS has
translated the ancient Hebrew of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and
Micah into vigorous contemporary English. His brilliant use
of preface, introductions and historical notes makes of their
writings an enjoyable and illuminating book.

FOUR PROPHETS presents the men, their message, and a
fascinating picture of their world and the crucial century in
which they lived. $3.95

THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN ENGLISH

“Vigorous...alarmingly and gloriously alive.”
—Saturday Review

Endorsed by scholars of all denominations, read and studied
throughout the English-speaking world, this is an articulate, precise
and meaningful translation.

Paperback $1.45 Clothbound $4.95 De luxe leather edition; boxed $8.95

MACMILLAN © 60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10011
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_Hare-Brained « « « ByKarl A Olsson

IT IS, I presume, a sign of advancing age, if not of wisdom,
that I return more and more frequently to the saws and
fables of my childhood. The distillation of thousands of years of
experience in a bitter maxim or a tight little animal story may
not give us the kind of philosophy which maps out the universe.
For this larger view of things we must turn to the probing mind
of Plato and Aristotle. But though folk wisdom is weak on the
rational underpinnings of the world, it is strong on how to order
one’s life from day to day.

In this connection 1 would like to express my great liking for
the fable of the hare and the tortoise. More profound things
have been said about time but not more helpful ones.

> BIG BLUE BUBBLE. To most of us, future time seems like a
large blue bubble. The time we are going to have this weekend.
The time of our vacation. The time between now and the pay-
ment of a bill. The time before our children leave the home.
The time between now and our departing from this life. What
great big bouncing blue bubbles of pure opportunity! “O, Tl
have time to do that. No sweat; I'll have it for you next week.”
And since time is so ample and opportunity so rich, why not
relax a little?

» TORTUOUS TORTOISE. Consider the grubbiness of the tor-
toise and his miserly view of time! If you are a tortoise, the
space between here and there is impossibly infinite, and time
is the tiniest droplet of dew on a blade of grass. You must get
up early in the morning and fasten your bleary little eyes on the
distant horizon and move one flippery foot in front of the other,
inch after inch, until your bones ache and your muscles twitch.
You must go and go and there is so little time. But because you
see time this way, you can do something with space. Instead of
making a few giddy summersaults because you have so much
time, you move your feet forward because you have so little.
And vou get there. Praise God, you finish the course!

» BRICKLAYERS. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow has a poem
about all of us being architects of fate working on these walls of
time. But we are not architects; we are bricklayers. We lay brick
on brick. Learn lesson after lesson, Clean dish after dish. Plough
furrow after furrow. Write page after page. That's the way the
world’s work gets done. That’s the way we move from A to B.

I have a great fondness for books, a fondness which sometimes
amounts to a mania. I have stood before the collected works of
those writers who have contributed massively to the world’s
learning, and [ have marvelled at these soaring bridges over the
gulfs of ignorance. With what insight did they not penetrate to
the heart of a prnl)lem and luy it barel With what power and
freedom did they not organize and write down what they knew!
And yet they were all tortoises adding inch to inch. They were
all bricklayers laying brick on brick. Not a single one waved a
magic wand or took a rabbit out of a hat.

» PILGRIMAGE. Evangelical Christians, who make a great
deal of being justified by faith, sometimes behave as though the
model for their pilgrimage were the hare and not the tortoise.
But whatever may be the meaning of grace, the life of faith
must still be lived minute by minute, the Scriptures must still
be read verse by verse, the habits of obedience must be acquired
act by act. It is only when I have completed a truly toilsome
segment of my journey that T begin to understand what grace
means.
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e Outstanding Books
e Distinguished Authors
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A FAITH FOR COMPLICATED LIVES
By Charles T. Sardeson
Real life situations, apt illustrations,

and Christian truth show us what life
can be, if it is supported by faith.

$1.25

PSALMS IN THE MIDST OF LIFE
By Rita Snowden

Every age has claimed the Psalms as
its own; here the author relates the
praisesof theOld Testament to the most
ordinary of life’s adventures in the
light of the twenticth century. $1.25

THE NATURE OF PROTESTANTISM
By Karl Heim

Stating clearly and simply the differ-

ences hetween Roman Catholicism and

Protestantism, Karl Heim shows, with

cqual simplicity and clarity, the true

nature of the Protestant faith. §1.75

HIGH IS THE WALL
By Ruth M. Berry

A hook of continued popularity, this
penetrating novel tells the story of a
divided house and the efforts of a
Protestant wife and Catholic husband

to keep their love intact. $1.25

THE FAITH OF QUMRAN: THEOL-

0GY OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS
By Helmer Ringgren

A theological analysis of the faith and
teaching expressed in the famous scrolls.

$1.95

At your denominational
book store

FORTRESS PRESS

PHILADELPHIA 29
== === e )



LIFELINES... By W.A. Poovey

Che Oruth About you

CHRISTIAN truth always has two
aspects, two approaches. There is
the objective, impersonal view which
says, “This is true, whether you be-
lieve it or not.” Thus God is God,
whether we worship him or reject
him. Jesus is Lord, no matter what
men may think of him. Heaven and
hell exist, even though all men might
unite in denying their reality. Our
response cannot change or modify
God’s truth.

On the other hand, Christian teach-
ing is always subjective, personal. God
always wants our acceptance and our
faith. We must be involved in truth
or it becomes a cold, logical proposi-
tion, void of all blessing. This Jesus
must be “my” Lord if his lordship is
to mean anything to me.

Paul understood this when he
sought to sum up the work of Jesus
Christ. And in one brief, golden pas-
sage, written to Timothy, the whole
of the Bible’s teaching about Jesus is
brought into narrow focus. “Here are
words you may trust, words that merit
full acceptance: ‘Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners’; and
among them I stand first” (I Timothy
1:15 NEB).

A Complete Summary

In less than the 10 words of a tele-
gram, one of God's great truths is ex-
pressed. “Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” This is such a
simple and yet complete summary of
the Gospel that it was probably a say-
ing, a formula in the early church and
was familiar to both Paul and Timothy
hefore these words were written.

Jesus himself had employed similar
words to state his mission. He told the
Pharisees: ‘1 have not come to call
the righteous but sinners to repent-
ance” (Luke 5:32). Jesus declared to
Zacchaeus: “For the Son of man came
to seek and to save the lost.” The
parables of the Lost Sheep and the
lLost Coin present the same truth.
Though Jesus performed other work
for man, such as revealing the nature
of God, his primary work is summed

up in this passage from First Timothy.
He came “to save sinners.”
One of the great controversies re-

garding Jesus has been the source of
his power. Was he simply a gifted
human being? Or was he more than a
man? Our golden verse does not seek
to solve this but it hints strongly at
the divine nature of Christ. He “came
into the world.” This is no discussion
of the pre-existence of the Son of God,
such as we find at the opening of
John’s Gospel. But the implication is
clear. Christ Jesus is not an ordinary
man, of the earth. He came into the
world. He came from elsewhere to
save sinners.

It isn’'t hard to see why this must
be so. If you are sinking in quicksand,
someone else in the same predicament
can’t help you. You must be rescued
from the outside, by someone standing
on solid ground. And in the morass of
sin in the world only someone coming
in from the outside can be of help to
sinners.

Paul’s message to Timothy is equal-
ly brief in speaking of the ones to be
reached. Sinners! There are no quali-
fying adjectives. Not white sinners.
Not American sinners. Not respectable
sinners. Just sinners. While it is true
that Jesus presented his message first
to the Jews, it is plain that he in-
tended no permanent limitation on his
work. The disciples were sent to make
believers of all nations. In the picture
of the saved as presented in the last
book of the Bible, there are some from
all tribes and peoples and tongues,
from every nation, gathered before
God’s throne. Paul says all this with
the simple word, “sinners.”

Christ’s work is just as badly and
clearly described. He came to save
sinners. Christ’s ministry was a rescue
operation. He did not come to lift our
cultural level or to solve our political
problems but to save men. We don't
like to be told that we need to be
rescued. But it is true.

How simply and vet sweepingly this
single sentence sums up the Gospel.
In this golden verse we can find the
heart and center of Christian faith.
“Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” If anyone asks for a
summary statement of Christian truth,
this verse will do. No wonder we are
told: “These are words you may trust,

that merit full acceptance.” Christian
truth is this simple and this profound.

Yet we dare not forget the personal
element in the Bible. And I Timothy
1:15 rings the bell here too. After the
great, sweeping doctrinal statement
comes the voice of one who says, “and
among them (sinners) I stand first.”
Only when we identify ourselves with
the sinners are we able to identify
with the Savior. We cannot let the
words stand with their objective pur-
itv. We must let them speak to us.
The words of Paul are not just the
truth about Jesus and sinners, they are
the truth about you and me and all
who will accept God'’s salvation.

God So Loved Me

Someone once translated John 3:16
with the words: “God so loved me
that he gave his only begotten son and
if I believe on him, I shall not perish
but have everlasting life.” That’s not
a bad translation. For only when the
personal element enters does the doc-
trinal statement have meaning. The
Chinese Christian named Lo who took
personally the passage, “Lo, I am with
vou always,” wasn't reallv as foolish
as he seems.

But there is a mystery in Paul’s
words. He says he stands first among
sinners. The older version translates
this: “Of whom I am chief.” Was
Paul really the chief of sinners? True,
he had persecuted the church of Jesus
Christ. But wasn’t Judas worse than
Paul? Didn’t Herod deserve the title?
Isn’t this a little affectation, a little
rhetorical display on Paul’s part?

Paul was not thinking in terms
of objective measurement of sin. But
when a man looks at his own heart.
his own life, his own sins and short-
comings, then everyone should feel
this way. It is only when we look at
others that we begin to doubt Payl.
We excuse ourselves by saying, I'm
not as bad as that man. I don't do the
things that Mr. Z does. But once we
stop this foolish business of compari-
sons, we feel the truth of our golden
passage. We are chief of sinners. We
are full of sin and unrighteousness.
And Christ Jesus came to save us,

Objective truth is very helpful. We
need creeds and formulas to state
God’s revelation. Let no one decry
doctrine as such. But only when it has
our name on it does doctrine become
meaningful. What Paul wrote to Tim-
othy is the truth for us too. These
words sum up the Gospel for us. And
as chief of sinners, we should accept
God's salvation with great joy.
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THESE
THINGS
I REMEMBER

by Gerhard E. Frost

“I remember sitting at the deathbed of a dream. Is there any reader who has not
wept . . . as.God' s great wrecking ball swung closer and closer to that cherished cas-
tle in the air . . . and to you and me who must often walk in the rubble, it is reas-
suring to know that God never permits loss except to make way for greater gain.”

“I remember some things that were too tall for me . . . do you remember when
you lifted your hands to face-level to wash and then were told not to spill on the
floor? Isn't it important for us who are adults to remember that ‘children are peo-
ple’ . .. recognize the dignity of each little individual and take seriously his hopes
and fears...?"

(The above are excerpts from These Things | Remember)

In this book, Dr. Gerhard E. Frost delves into his memories of the past to bring forth a wit-
ness to the mighty hand of God in our everyday lives.

These Things I Remember, just published by Augsburg Publishing House, contains 60
brief “sermons from life” that are rich in meaning and Christian significance.

With msight and humor the dean of students at Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul,
Minn. shares his memories of people, places, and events, discovering within each experience
an inspiring message of faith.

The author deals in pictures rather than abstract concepts,
handling significant truths with a rather light touch and invit-
ing the reader to draw his own mental pictures. ($2.95, cloth,
127 pp.)

Dr. Frost is also the author of six other books, including
A Savior, A Song and A Star, The Law Perfect, and the Bible
Helps section of the Augsburg RSV Bible.

ORDER FROM

augspurg

PUBLISHINGEG HOUSE




{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Book", "isBackSide": false }

