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Money Is Not EverythingWe Can Give the Church

Last year's report of additions to congrega-
fions showed a normal average of accessions
By Confirmation and Adult Baptism, but re-
turns “By Letter and Otherwise” were the
least in a decade covered by our tabulations.
Annual returns in the files of THE LUTHERAN
show that the highest average (1927) reflected
the economic situation of those eligible to join
by transfer. Pastors have told us that people
now hesitate to connect themselves with the
Church, because they lack confidence in their
ability to give money. We are informed that
some who have been regular in attendance at
services for many years are now absent from
their pews. They say: “We do not like to go,
if we cannot contribute an offering.”

However badly congregations and the church
as a whole are in need of funds, we should be
able to overcome the idea that giving money
}vhen the offering plate is passed is of enough
importance to justify staying at home, when
economic conditions are difficult. We never did
buy God’s grace: it is beyond price. To deprive

ourselves of worship and fellowship is bad for

our own soul’s peace. It takes away a source

- of strength and hope. It also deprives our fel-

hw.church members of the comfort and inspi-
H.tlonl of our joining them in prayer and sup-
1’::1:1:1011 with thanksgiving. Peter told the
e Icﬁadnhm the Temple at Jerusalem: “Silver
Ithg Id have I none but such as I have, give
€e." We have more to share than money.
“Sou:‘l:esno';‘hbe stingy with our spiritual
. ey have supreme value just now.

‘ “‘*“Miﬂ#ttitiii’tiiﬂtiiiiﬁflmiliﬂﬂttiti“mi“iitl

Agreement in Petitions
“Again I say unto you, That if two
of you shall agree on earth as touch-
ing anything they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which

is in heaven.” Matthew 18: 19.

LN

No money is needed
common petitions.

to join in

Together in Worship
When we are together in our pews,
in our hymn singing, in our responses
to the Liturgy and in attention to the
sermon, we communicate grace with

each other.
»

Momey has nothing to de with that.

Leading Others to Christ
The Church is eager to have its
members set an example of loyalty to
the Church and to gain lay-workers
for the Kingdom of God.
n®
We use our tongues, not our purses,
to preach the Gospel.

Honest Stewardship

We must not permit the devil of
depression to persuade us to disobey
our Lord. He has given us knowledge
of Him, ability to bear witness to Him
and the privilege of joining with our
fellow-believers in manifesting the
Kingdom of God in the midst of us.
Money has its place in service, but it
is never a substitute for ourselves.

L

Ourselves we have.
them.

Let us give
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THE OXFORD GROUP IN CANADA
By Staff Correspondent N. Willison, Litt.D., Hamilton, Ontario

The recent visit of the Oxford Group
to Canada created a sensation in re-
ligious cireles and no little stir in the
general community life. For several
weeks the leading church papers gave
first attention to the visitors and the
daily press devoted full front-page head-
lines and thoughtful editorials to their
work. They were officially welcomed by
the Prime Minister of Ontario and their
public meetings were attended by thou-
sands of people. In spite of the fact that
their stay was very short, profound and
quite extensive, effects have been re-
ported. Only the other day a church
moderator spoke of the blessed results
that had been brought about. Opinions
expressed are, to be sure, not unanimous.
There is much commendation and not a
little adverse criticism,

Press Comments Vary

A prominent member of the Baptist
Church, in a leading article in The
Canadian Baptist, tells of “that wonder-
ful week in October when the Oxford
Group party (of some thirty-two mem-
bers) held their gatherings in the Ritz
Carlton Hotel (Montreal).” Another
writer in the same paper regards the
movement as “one of the most vital re-
ligious movements of our day. ... The
more I learn of their work and its ef-
fects, the more I believe that the Spirit
of God is in this movement.” That paper
concludes a leading editorial with the
words: “We add its leaders to those upon
whom we pray God’s richest blessing.”
The Canadian Churchman, official organ
of the Anglican Church in Canada, has
given unqualified support. The editor
writes: “It would be a Godsend to count-
less homes if the Oxford Group’s mes-
sage reached them. . . . Here lies the
hope of our puzzled world. . . . If the
apostles turned the world upside down
in the first century, this message of the
Group is dynamic enough to do it again
in the twentieth century. ... We urge
all parsons and laity alike to get in touch
with the Group.” The editor of The
New Outlook, official organ of the United
Church of Canada, is skeptical, in fact
hostile to the movement, but he evidently
does not represent prevailing opinion
within that denomination, for some of
their leading men have appeared on the
platform with the Group party and have
spoken in their favor. The editor writes:
“If it was impossible to say much in its
favor before we saw it work, it is doubly
and trebly impossible now. . . . He (the
editor) desires that a minimum of harm
should result from the movement’s visit
to Canada.” In using the last sentence,
however, this editor is on the defensive
against vigorous protest against his at-
titude from within his own church. Seven
of the leaders published a signed state-
ment declaring their “profound convic-
tion that the movement is of God.” Many,
in other ways, expressed disapproval of
the editor’s statements. Numerous let-
ters in the daily press came to the de-

fense of the Group. So far the Pres-
byterian Record has had nothing to say.

What is this “Oxford Group”? The
first party of thirty-two members—men
and women—came to Montreal on Octo-
ber 23; on November 7 they reached
Ottawa; on December 8 they were of-
ficially welcomed in Toronto and were
greeted by thousands of people who over-
flowed from the King Edward Hotel to
St. James’ Cathedral and one other large
auditorium. The first party was under
the leadership of the Rev. Frank N. D.
Buchman, “the one to whom, under God,
the movement owes its birth.” Later,
eighteen other members arrived from
Oxford under the direction of the Canon
of Liverpool, Dr. L. W. Grensted, pro-
fessor of philosophy in Oriel College,
Oxford. For a few days many of the
party, including Drs. Buchman and
Grensted, were in Hamilton, where I had
the opportunity of coming into personal
contact with them and observing their
methods. The question I had asked my-
self—that many thousands must have
asked themselves for the first time—was,
“What is the Oxford Group Movement”?
Assuming that many of the readers of
THE LUTHERAN may be asking the same
question, I shall relate a few things that
I have learned.

F. B. Called Soul Surgeon

As Lutherans in the United States
knew long ago, Dr. Buchman is a Lu-
theran minister, registered in the Year
Book as a member of the Ministerium
of Pennsylvania. That he, remaining a
Lutheran, should have become the head
of a movement that hails from the Uni-
versity of Oxford, the headquarters of
the great Anglican Church in all its
orthodoxy, interested me immensely. The
story of his college training in Muhlen-
berg, his seminary work in Mount Airy,
his pastorate of the Church of the Good
Shepherd in Philadelphia, his founding
of the hospice for young men in that
city, his disappointments, his resigna-
tion, his experiences in England, his en-
tering upon Y. M. C. A. work in a great
United States university, his tours of
eastern countries, his first “House
Party” in China, his meeting with
friendly bishops ef the Church of Eng-
land, his invitation to Cambridge Uni-
versity and later coming to Oxford, the
development of his “Movement” until it
has touched all the continents and at-
tracted attention in the highest circles
of society, this story can be gleaned—it
is kept in the background—from the lit-
erature of the Group. “F. B.,” as he is
mostly referred to, is declared everywhere
to have most remarkable qualities of
leadership and of personal evangelistic
power. He is called the “Surgeon of
Souls.” He is said to go after individuals
to win them for Christ; but he does not
work as an individual but with teams or
groups. One of the points stressed by
him and his followers is that there are
too many “lone-wolfers” in the Christian

Jani

Church—too many pas
laborers trying to do ¢}
Team work is needed
should be witnessing for Ji

Leading Q

question of the teachings o
Is Dr. Buchman’s theology By
mony with that of our con!esdou! '
does the Group, without definite o
sional instruments, maintain
geneity in matters of doetrine?
to know. Others have wa:;:& iowI:::d
The questions have often been “kﬂd:
This seems to be true: The Group s yot
an organization; it is not a new g
nomination; it disclaims all intentio of
displacing, supplanting or diSDaraging
the organized church. The Group is
zm-r_vl_\' an  aggregation of individy
Christians with one great common pur-
pose in life—to witness for Jesus, Tie
Group takes the organized church for
granted and therefore does not hold pub-
lic preaching services, does not admin.
ister the sacraments, does not exact g.
ceptance of creeds. The members of the
group remain members of their om
churches and answer to them and not to
the Group for their confessional positior.
They are simply workers seeking “
apply in their own lives the teachings
of the New Testament.” They look very
much like “Personal Evangelism” cam-
paigners that we so often yearn for in
our congregations. But, so far as the
Group is concerned, will not the gather-
ing together of such diverse creedal
elements lead to confusion and to the
undermining of fundamental Christian
tenets? Must there not be some common
basis? A writer in The Canadian Bap-
(Continued on page 25)
(See also page 21)
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HRINED IN LOVING MEMORY

;meral Occasion Sorrow Among His Fellow Christians and Colleagues in the

e 1932, Dr.
of the Lutheran
minary, Columbia,
bdominal trouble at
‘next day underwent an
ospital. A second opera-
ary, and the drain and
at for the aged patient’s
days he lingered in much
eeious almost to the last. Af
o in the night of Monday, January
2 1 e passed peacefully away and en-
it the rest and reward which awail
the 14

ANDREW G. VOIGT,

Educational Work of the Church

as a theologian, admired him as a Christian man,
and loved him as a friend.—Charles M. Jacobs,
President. :

Wittenberg College and Hamma Divinity
School express deep sense of loss in the death of
Dr. Voigt, one of the most respected and trusted
of our Church leaders. Through his notable ser-
vice in theological education, his leadership in
the Southern Church, his co-operation in effecting
the United Lutheran Church in America mergers,
his long and valued membership on the Commis-
sion of Adjudication, he has made permanent
contribution to the development of Lutheranism

res of D.D., LL.D. in America, while his gracious spirit and his
mnts Of GOd The h”!}{,h : Born in Philadelphia, Pa., . 1 ¢h hav 1 ced h~p % 11 wh
ﬁ! m md fﬁends were not realized ; . J;l_n\lﬂr_\' 22, 1859. p(“l.ﬂna. charm ave endaeare m -0 a whno
m for his recovery were not an- “Ml}.r::1:-‘.‘;]\}'Tl"1::#-§‘ C., knew him.—Rees Edgar Tulloss, President.

awered; God had for him a better thing in Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary
m..ﬁ_fghuvenly and eternal—and of it He placed him mourns with the Southern Theological Seminary the death of

in present possession.
On Wednesday morning the body of the beloved dean

iy in state in the seminary chapel and a constant stream
o friends, ministerial and lay, looked upon his face for
fhe last time with mingled feelings of grief for the great
Lss which they, the seminary and the community had
* qstained and of gratitude to God for the immeasurable
wrvice which He had enabled His servant to render to
Hiz Church in a long life of fruitful labor.
At 330 o'clock the funeral service was held in Ebenezer
Church, of which for many years Dr. Voigt had been a
member. The service was conducted by the pastor, P. D.
Prown, D.D., and the presence of a congregation which
flled the church testified to the large circle of friends
who held the deceased in affection and esteem. Dr. Brown
Flnlli!bed in the service by Dr. H. A. McCullough, pres-
ident of the Board of Trustees of the seminary, and by
!Jr. C. A. Freed, the newly elected president of the sem-
inary. Interment was made in Elmwood Cemetery, and
thgmound of fragl.'ant and beautiful flowers, the floral
ﬁ:uht? of many friends, was expressive of the character
e of him whose body reposed beneath.

Tributes Paid to Dr. Voigt
hlm bet:in the request of. Dr. Voigt that no addresses
Morial:l; 1o tributes paid at the funeral service. A
P arvme. 118 being arranged, to be held in connec-
o Fromsg::m called meeting of the Board of Trus-
many messages of love and regard for

Dr. Voi ; .
Voigt, received by his bereaved family, there may be

uited the following extracts :

He
Uniledw;;n:d man of tremendous power throughout the old

g hem the South. However, that power of his ex-
laherey Chu?:d}:he southern group. Everywhere in our
i w;. is na{ne and his writings have exercised

mupun hilt!h he h\msellf did not know. Personally I
el m almost with reverential regard.—F. H.

We are :

i Ha'::k]:?‘];nd grieved by the news of Dr. Voigt's
Hlomay g = v esteen}ed by us all as a Christian gen-
e h: theologian of clear mind and lucid ex-

- 9 Theological Seminary.

Church hag :
wm: magnetlc personality and a great
University.

b 1 mbers of the Ph

Prsona] iladelphia faculty feel a sense of

e of Dr. Voigt. We esteemed him

ite dean, Dr. Andrew G. Voigt, and extends its heartfelt sym-
pathy to the Southern Seminary for the great loss it has sus-
tained in his removal from a blessed life of service to the
Church Triumphant.—L. Franklin Gruber, President.

The members of the faculty of the Northwestern Seminary
extend their sincere sympathy to the family of Dr. Voigt and
to the Southern Seminary. I personally have lost a friend
whom I esteemed very highly and the Church has lost a con-
secrated and valuable servant.—Joseph Stump, President.

The Board of Education has learned with deep regret of the
passing of Dean Voigt. His scholarship, his ability as a
teacher and preacher, his sweet reasonableness, his Christian
life, made him a great factor in theological education in the
utheran Church in America.—Gould Wickey.

Newberry College will always cherish happy memories of
Dr. A. G. Voigt. His death was as beautiful as the life he
lived. An inspiring teacher, a cheering companion, a helpful
counselor, a genial friend, Dr. Voigt will ever live in the hearts
of those who loved him.—James C. Kinard, President.

With the entire Church the Virginia Synod mourns the loss
of our greatest and most beloved theologian, Dr. Voigt. In
the lives of thousands his life has blessed, he lives to bless
many generations.—J. J. Scherer, Jr., President.

The Mississippi Synod is grieved beyond measure at the
news of Dr. Voigt's death. The Lutheran Church has lost a
great leader.—John W. Mangum, President.

Dr. Voigt's life will be his greatest monument and his loss
will be almost irreparable to our Southern Church.—T. K.
Finck.

The faculty of Hamma Divinity School along with the whole
Church had a great appreciation of Dr. Voigt’s high attain-
ments as a theologian and Church leader, and of his fine
Christian personality. He has left to his family and to all
who knew him a beautiful memory, which will always be a
source of rich consolation.—L. H. Larimer, Dean.

It gave me deep sorrow to learn of the death of Dr. Voigt.
He was my cherished friend. We thank God for him, for his
personality, his influence, his beautiful character. Such men
never die. He that doeth the will of God, abideth forever.—
F. ey

The young people of the Church have been influenced by
the warm expression of Dr. Voigt's interest in us and our
work. He has inspired us on many occasions to greater
achievements, and his memory will ever be a most cherished

A ke e T
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one to all South Carolina Luther Leaguers.—Juanita Wood,
Secretary.

Personally I feel that one of my very best friends has gone.
His life was a benediction to many. Multitudes there are who
will rise up to call him blessed. For these his noble chafncter
will be a constant inspiration and his influence undying.—
W. E. Pugh. .

The Church and Seminary have been most fortunfte in
that for such a long term they have been served so efficiently,
sn unselfishly by such a noble spirit as that of Dr. Voigt. WF
shall all cherish his memory. We shall be encouraged by _hls
splendid example and be better because of his faithful service.
—FE. A. Shenk.

The Church will miss Dr. Voigt. He was devoted and self-
sacrificing. His gifts were freely dedicated to the service of
the Churéh, and his judgment, upon which the Church had
come to rely more and more, was always sound. He will
always be associated with the development of the Southern
Seminary, whose fine equipment and work will be his true
monument.—Emil E. Fischer,

I was shocked and grieved by the passing of Dr. Voigt.
I esteemed and admired him and prized his friendship very
highly. I appreciated the great service that he has rendered
to the cause of Christian education in College and Seminary.
His complete adequacy for his great work left nothing to be
desired.—Geo. B. Cromer.

We are sharers with the members of Dr. Voigt’s family in
a real loss and sorrow. In recognition of his fine ability, his
irenic spirit, and his general fitness for the duties and respon-
sibility of the position, we made him president of the Com-
mission on Adjudication. As such he had our high esteem,
our full confidence, our warm affection. As I think back
over some of the meetings of the Commission and recall the
part Dr. Voigt played in them, I realize how much he helped
us by his genial fellowship, by his fullness of knowledge,
and by the clarity of his insight into the real import of the
matters referred to the Commission for consideration and
action. We shall greatly miss his wise counsel.—Luther Kuhl-
man, Vice-President, Commission of Adjudication.

CHURCH OFFICIALS FEEL LOSS

Dr. F. H. Knubel, President of the United Lutheran
Church in America, Writes

We do not as formerly hear frequent use today of
Christ’s promise in Revelation, “Him that overcometh will
I make a pillar in the temple of my God.” A temple needs
comparatively few pillars, but Dr. Andrew G. Voigt was
one of them, one of the very strongest supports of our
Church. He was a distinct strength, carrying quietly a
great share of the burden.

Not many know that in 1918 he held some doubts, not
of the doctrinal position, but of the form of structure for
the United Lutheran Church in America. In this, to our
joy, he utterly lost his doubts and soon became one of its
staunchest upholders. The change was all the more stim-
ulating because of his constantly independent judgments.
Likewise not many know the vital part he had in the solu-
tion of the Church’s most serious problems. Reference is
not intended to the Church’s theological problems, be-
cause another pen is paying tribute to his might as a
theologian. The reference is to his membership in our
Commission of Adjudication for twelve out of our four-
teen years of life, an interim of two years being necessary
merely because of constitutional limitations. There his
wisdom found a way for the solution of intricate dif-
ficulties. Members of that commission are also excluded
from participation in most other forms of organized
activity. Nevertheless, wherever possible, his service was

asked when choice men were needed. Thus
when the idea of the Lutheran World T
promulgated he was sent to the first meet g
in 1923 and made vital, vigorous contribut ons
tablishment. His earlier contributions to the
Common Service Book Committee were noteworth

Why recite at greater length what he did? Wa
member his recent eloquent tribute to Dr, I, ¢
Scherer, delivered at the Philadelphia Convention,
Dr. Voigt emphasized that after all what a man does js
less important than what he is, that a man’s character
endures beyond his works. We apply his own words t
him himself. It is the mighty Christian man of faith that
he was which now stands forth beyond all else.

The United Lutheran Church in America cannot by
look to the Lord with weeping, questioning eyes as it noteg
the startling and long series of deaths within our fey
years, deaths of the many who were our leaders. It must
be Christ’s purpose that we learn to trust Him only, that
in our sense of weakness we rely alone on His strength,
We should remember also the promise concerning these
pillars in the Church, they “shall go no more out.” We
have not lost these leaders. Their supporting strength
abides for us continually, in ways perhaps that we can.
not now comprehend, but at least in what they were ang
taught. The Church in heaven and on earth is in some
vital way abidingly one, because Jesus Christ is its one
Lord.

By C. A. Freed, President of the South Carolina
Synod and of the Southern Theological Seminary

I still feel so close under the shadow of the great loss
sustained by our church in the death of the Rev. Dr.
Andrew G. Voigt, and the great contribution he made in
service, that I am unable to do more than set forth some
of his outstanding virtues and excellencies. For quite a
number of years, as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Southern Theological Seminary, I was brought in
close touch with him, but especially when the seminary
was moved to Columbia, I became his pastor and even
when that relation was severed, the bond of intimate fel-
lowship with him was unbroken. I learned to know him
as a simple Christian, devout, sincere, and deeply appre-
ciative of the ministrations of his pastor. He was de-
voted to the interests of the congregation in which his
lot was cast. He was a devout worshiper, a patie!}t
listener, and a sympathetic friend. Unobtrusive in his
manner, tactful in his expressions, his co-operation was a
joy to his pastor. There was easy composure in his pres-
ence and his simple guidance of faith inspired the power
of faith.

I found him also a fine companion and intimate friend.
He was interested deeply in people and the welfare of all
of our congregations,—in fact, in all of the general work
of the church. His extensive knowledge of civil and re-
ligious movements gave assurance in friendly conversa:
tion. Simplicity and sincerity characterized him in his
relation with his companions. Easy of approach, a per-
fect gentleman in manners and cordial in disposition, he
was well known and greatly honored. )

When I think of his sound and extensive scholar_shlp,{
am profoundly conscious of my inability to speak with ful
comprehension. In every contact with him I became more
and more astonished at the thoroughness of his ]earn{ng-
So unassuming and retiring, he preferred to know w1tl_1-
out the aspiration for popular favor. His knowledge 13
the realm of theology was extensive, but it also emb!'a_ce
a wide range of history, economics and political aifalfsi
In th#& desk of his class room, I find extensive materi



4 been prepared not with the
% in the interest of his stu-
aking possessed clearness and
He knew how to express
 in simple language. In closing,
by Dr. Voigt in his memorial
arer: “In our memory of them
d we who still walk by faith salute
s vigion,. while together with them
‘salvation ready to be revealed in the
o+ snberitance of the saints in light, incorrup-
: lod and fadeless, ours in hope and theirs now
..'wfmition."
hJ,LMOI‘m’ President of th_e l.'l}itcd Synod of
\orth Carolina, of Which Dr. Voigt Was a }10111hcr
The passing of the Rev. Andrew George Voigt, I‘).I)‘.‘
ILD which occurred January 2, 1933, in ( frluml»m_ 0. 05

i to a close the life of a great man of the lll‘utherzm
thurch. Dr. Voigt will be greatly missed, and particularly
«in the southern synods, where throughout the greater

of his life he labored so acceptably. He began his
sk in the south in the year 1885, when he :u-‘w]m-d a
«ll o the chair of modern languages and as pl‘u?us&-‘n]“lll
4 Lutheran Theological Seminary in ('Urlnt't‘tl.(ln \}'nh
 Yewberry College at Newberry, S. C. He was rm_'(){\'s'[l into
% North Carolina Synod by letter of transfer from the
* Suth Carolina Synod in the year 1898, at which time he
 Jeame pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Wilming-
i, N. C. He served this church for five years, during
shich time he endeared himself to his congregation for
i princely character and by the scholarly and sympa-
fetic services which he rendered.

From the very beginning of his associations with the
Nirth Carolina Synod, he manifested deep interest in her
urk, and was always respected for his sound judgment
ud wise leadership. He was honored with appointment
Uvarious committees and boards of the synod, and always
tscharged his duties with the greatest care and satisfac-
n. From time to time he was elected a delegate to the
snventions of the United Synod in the South, of which
lody he was at one time president. Then, after the United
lheran Church was organized, he at different times rep-
iented his synod in that body, and at the time of

:i}sdeath was chairman of the Commission of Adjudica-
i,

_1l1the year 1903, Dr. Voigt resigned as pastor at Wil-
Mm.n' and accepted a call to become dean and a pro-
ﬁ-l:: tthe Southern Theological Seminary, then located
Py eston, b.ut later relocated in Columbia, S. C. How-
0 I returning to the seminary, he did not leave the

Ko : :
tth Carolina Synod, but remained a member therein

and was deeply interested in all of her activities up until
the time of his death. Dr. Voigt was in the ministry
fifty years, during forty of which he was occupied in
educating and training young men for the gospel ministry.
This no doubt was the greatest work of his useful life.
He was a man of great learning, and he was also a man
of noble Christian character. He was not given to fault
finding, nor was he harsh or critical in his co-operation
with his brethren in the work of the Church; vet his dis-
cerning mind was ever alert, in a sympathetic way, for
the welfare of his Church, as well as for the ennobling of
human society. Dr. Voigt was well grounded in the Word
of God and in the teaching of the Lutheran Church, and
he exercised a wholesome influence in this regard both in
the class room and in the Church generally. His work
was the kind that endures.

By Dr. Charles M. Jacobs, President of the
Philadelphia Seminary

In the death of Dr. Andrew G. Voigt, the United Lu-
theran Church has lost one of its most faithful and gifted
servants, one of its wisest counsellors, and one of its best
beloved and most trusted leaders. As a scholar he was
progressive. His mind had never settled into the hard
grooves that so often accompany advancing years. He
vas constantly seeking new light on old truth and keeping
abreast of the literature in those fields to which his atten-
tion was especially given. His life work was in the
academic departments of the church, but he was not a
cloistered student. In the seminary he was in contact with
the life-stream of the church which flows continually
through such an institution, and when called upon to set
his mind to the practical problems of the church, he
brought to them that same clear thought and logical keen-
ness that made him a great teacher. Some of us had the
opportunity to observe this closely in the work of the Or-
ganization Committee of the Lutheran World Convention
at Eisenach in 1923. To all of his gifts he added the
graces of clear sincerity and self-sacrifice. He lives on in
the hearts and memories of his pupils and his fellow-
servants in the Church which he loved.

FOREIGN MISSION ACTIVITIES OF

SCANDINAVIANS

A comparative study of the foreign

of Denmark, Norway and Sweden was
Luthersk Ugeblad, as follows:

mission activities
recently given in

Denmark Norway Sweden

Numbe ISiONBTIRE o rvsisinsssiarvsssise st 240 400 ¥ 700

E:i?;-\?:.{('rlz?xrﬂlin “Crn\\‘r::-:-) A 1,750,000 3,000,000 1,250,000

Average gift ~apita (in Crowns) ... .69 1.14 .70

1‘{*732?1 e el el 1,900 11,000 6,000

Native numbers, mission field ......... 29,000 l."lh‘.ﬂlll‘] 84,000
—N. LGy Bullsten

THE LuT
OF w

HERAN THEOLOGICAL SOUTHERN SEMINARY AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, 1
HICH DR. A. G. VOIGT WAS THE HONORED DEAN AND BELOVED PROFESSOR




6 R L HE AN

ADVANCING, SLIPPING OR STANDING STILL,
3 HOW ABOUT IT, BROTHER?

This Article by E. Allan Chamberlin, Lebanon, Pa., Proposes Some “Tests of Spiritual

We live in an age of measurements. We are charged
for the use of gas, electricity and water, according to the
reading of the meter. The seismograph registers the
slightest undulation of the earth’s surface. The barometer,
thermometer and chronometer have been indispensable to
civilization for ages. We are urged continually to note
the measure of our weight daily, that we may keep fit.
The surveyor would be lost even with transit and level
had he no measuring chain, the dry goods merchant needs
his yard stick, and the tailor his tape measure. We buy
gas by the gallon and sugar by the pound. The doctor
estimates life and health by the pulse beat, and even
Father Time is represented as measuring time with an
hour glass. We have seen demonstrated in a psychological
laboratory the use of the plathismograph, which can meas-
ure even a man's thoughts. But in all our measurements
have we tried to measure the progress of the Church?
Oh, yes, we have our Kieffers and our Krouts who take
keen delight in exercising their particular talents by pre-
senting to the church at large her progress from vear to
vear, in gains and losses, facts and figures, graphs and
pictures. For the most part, however, these are largely
the numerical expressions from the material standpoint,
in God’s Kingdom: a more nearly paid apportionment, a
more liberal gift to benevolence, a more numerous con-
gregation, or possibly (?) a larger pastor’s salary.

Have we ever tried to measure the spiritual growth of
the work of the Lord? Such a test cannot, of course, be
made accurately, since we cannot read the hearts nor
know the motives of our fellowmen. He alone knows the
spiritual growth of His people, who saw the real dif-
ference between the mites of the poor widow and the
pounds of the rich man in the temple, who noted the fig
tree barren of fruit, and who told of a poor publican
going down to his house justified rather than his self-
righteous fellow worshiper.

There are, however, tests ‘which we with our finite
judgments may make, concerning the spiritual advance of
the average parish. These seem to some as perhaps of
little consequence, as being at best merely straws to show
which way the wind is blowing. But they more nearly
resemble the straw that broke the camel’s back; if they
are without results when applied by the pastor who longs
to see his congregation governed more by the Golden Rule
than by the rule of gold. He wishes that he might im-
press upon them the necessity of a right weekday living,
more in harmeny with their Wednesday evening prayvers,
and have them at the ballot box express the same high
ideals which they present to their classes while teaching
the lessons of the Sunday school.

May we suggest a few of these tests which may be
applied to any parish in determining the spiritual progress
of its members, and of the Church?

Accessions and Attendance

The number of new members may be considered. The
spiritual church will be the growing church, The mustard
seed will become a tree. If there be no accessions by bap-
tism, renewal, profession of faith, or confirmation, there
is something wrong. The members recejved by certificate
are not really new members, but transferred members,
although in some cases such transfers may be equivalent
to renewals. We are glad that only two of the congre-
gations of our local synod reported last year no new mem-
bers except by letter, and only eight no new members at

all. The vacancy of the pulpit should not g;
conditions. Let us hope there was a mistake some
Spirituality is at a low ebb when new souls are ng
into the Kingdom. The leaven, if it be of the trye
will leaven the whole lump. The true believer will 5o Jot
his light shine that others will be inspired*to follow f
Light of the Sun of Righteousness. When there are no
accessions there is usually a spiritual stumbling block,
either in the pulpit or the pew. It was a significant fact,
that when a certain pastor came into a new field, there
were one hundred sixty-five persons to be received intg
church membership on the first day of his pastorate. We
are not surprised, therefore, that this congregation re.
ceived two hundred thirty-four new members during the
past year in spite of a steady growth of more than ten
vears in the same field. When there is real spirituality
in a congregation that congregation must grow ag surely
as water will expand when placed above the fire.

The number of members in attendance at the regular
Lord’s Day services will be somewhat of a measure. The
only pastors who care nothing for numbers are those who
face only a very few each Sunday. Drs. Stover, Black
welder, and Otterbein are keenly alert to “the number
present.” Enthusiasm begets enthusiasm and the result
will be “Standing Room Only.” One should remember,
however, that the greater number of those present should
be of the household of faith. Any preacher with a touch
of jazz or buffoonery, or a doctrine which touches the
itching ear can fill his auditorium with “church tramps,"
who rather study the methods of the different denomina-
tions than be identified with any one. A clerical clown
can always collect a crowd. If the attendance of mem-
bers at regular services is not good, there is something
wrong either with the spirituality of the message or the
lives of those making up that congregation. The church
that advances will advance upon its knees. Billy Sunday
was more than half right when he said, “The less spir-
ituality a church has, the more oyster soup it takes to
run it.”” Especially may this test be applied to the at-
tendance upon the Lord’s Supper. Spiritually minded per-
sons will not be satisfied to absent themselves from the
hody broken for them and from the blood shed for their

sins.

Interest in Missions

A spiritual congregation will be one interested in some
form of missionary activity. There will be a parish abroad
or a missionary field at home, or both, which may be used
as objectives for the congregation. The Master did.ﬂot
only say, “Come unto me,” but He also said, “Go ye int0
all the world.” Ours is not to reason why, obedier.we'to
His command is paramount. National or racial p"e_ﬂfdm
nor class distinction has any place in the life of a sp"‘lt“a]
congregation. Possessing the better things of life, the
great desire will be to pass them on to others. :

Closely allied with the test of missionary effort w'_"bi
that of an inner mission character. It seems almost.smf“
to send the Gospel to the Shantung Province while V;et
neglect and forget the laundryman on our own strelet- 2
is hypocritical to spend time, money and precious llvesnf
advancing the Kingdom in Liberia and then hold all_ws
from thousands of American citizens because their Skms
are black. True spirituality is found when the Poorhan
well as the rich have the Gospel preached to them, Wi:
the sick are visited, and when men and women be



a are made aware that the
. In prisons God remem-
n forgets. The penitent
ne benediction that might
vircumspect life. Greeks
e said, “We would see
our great American melting
e spiritual contact which the
ne can give. The seamen from
weive other influences than those
bem in the dives along the water-
hospital wards are desirous then,
¢ aniritual contacts. If a congregation

“ohords that are broken will vibrate

mrk of spiritual growth, when one of
o informed us recently that the people of his
ﬂ%mlﬂd to bother about services in a near-

,",Wl'm because they paid one of the other

- cents for each service he held in their
¢ad, when they were scheduled to go.

Just the opposite
itto be found in the statement of a paroled prisoner from
e Eastern Penitentiary who exclaimed, “I can never
mthemwho taught us boys to sing, ‘In .\L\' Heart
fiere Rings a Melody.””  The light that shines the
‘:hﬂntahinu the brightest nearest home. It is not
anrising to know that the former church depends largely
o the members of other churches of the community for
wsupport, while the one represented in the prison visita-
4n ends its friendly influence throughout even a larger
14 than the great city in which it is located.

Home Habits

And now another test. What are the personal habits
d the members of the congregation? Is their place of
sode a house or a home? Is the Bible there an orna-
mat or 2 companion? Is it covered with dust or
dowered with devotion? Can those who know them best
# in their lives a counterpart of the life of the Man of
Gillke? Does their religion, which is supposed to com-
it them, make everybody else uncomfortable? A real
Ihatofthe spiritual progress in a parish will be found
lfﬂt thanged atmosphere of the homes of the congrega-
ln's members. Prayerful pews make powerful pulpits,
i 4 healthy Christian atmosphere in a home is the best

Wearation for life in the heavenly home.
lie number of men attracted to a church, and the num-
hﬂl’!fadulta to !)e found in the church school on the
Hilml?y are Bplritpal tests of a parish. When parents
heir children instead of bringing them, there is
mmm! spiritually. The unit in religion is not
“'l!'ﬂle individual but the individual family. Sunday
“nies, attended for the most part by women and chil-
I}Ot‘lpeak well for the spiritual progress of the
:gmtlon. R.et'!ently in a city congregation we counted
iy physicians who felt that they had a spiritual
e 0 perform for.the Great Physician, that could not
sl Wi by,'e_ma“}ins away from His hospital of the
thﬂ:lmm_rmg to sick bodies they had not for-
. Thig ntion to the needs of their own sin-sick

MB' .well for that congregation.

vision of future things, of a goal to be
’ o?:n;ES_o; Ye‘z;vrs, is another test of the
il b rish. hen we find a congrega-
h;;mn its congregational history, neglecting
present, and without a vision of the
Sure that real spirituality is near the
a vision God’s people perish. It is
out, to look in, but a forward look

ained i

is also essential. It was a happy remark on the part of
one of our pastors at the close of services of the Week
of Prayer, in which all the Lutheran churches of the city
co-operated, when he exclaimed to his fellow pastors, “Re-
member boys, next year, bigger and better meetings.”
Already he was visualizing the meetings of January, 1934.
A congregation that is content to do its work the way it
always did it, never does anything else.

Harmony or Factionalism

Another test of spiritual progress will be found in the
harmony or lack of it among the members of a congrega-
tion. Since God made people different, and they think dif-
ferently it is only natural to expect that differences will
arise in the church life. These will either be adjusted or
magnified. They will either be forgiven or nursed. Peter
was told by the Master that there was practically no limit
that could be reached in forgiving one's brother. In the
great prayer of our Lord, we ask that His forgiveness to
us many go only as far as ours to our fellowmen. Real
spirituality will be shown not by fights and factions, bicker-
ings and lawsuits, but in forgiveness, and forgetfulness
of self and self interests. Could we but realize the short-
ness of life, the smallness of ourselves in contrast to the
bigness of the universe, and the temporal nature of ma-
terial possessions, we would see the folly of the head-
strong, stormy disagreements among the members of the
same parish, which make the outside world scoff and jeer
at such a religion, and cause his satanic majesty to hold
his sides and chuckle in devilish glee. Spiritual progress
goes down as pugilistic tendencies go up.

There is one more test of spiritual progress which may
be mentioned. What kind of preaching does the congre-
gation desire? Is it to be a sermonette that compiles
the current events portrayed in the great American
dailies, or a soul thrilling message that makes the wor-
shiper say on his homeward road, “I will arise and go
unto my Father”? Our observation has been that a ser-
monette has usually been preached by a preacherette. A
person never thinks a sermon too long if he be interested
in it. Does the congregation care more for the cut of the
clerical garb than it does for the right division of God’s
Word? Is it more interested in the anthems of the choir
than the song of Moses and the Lamb? Does it wish a
message that abounds in flowers or faith, platitudes or
practical applications? - The kind of preaching that a con-
gregation desires and the kind of sermons it enjoys will
be a test of its spirtuality.

To some these tests may seem all too superficial, but
man can look only on the outward appearance. God alone
knows whether a congregation really is growing in grace,
or whether He must say of it, “Ye say Lord, Lord, but ye
do not the things I have commanded you.”

TOO MUCH SELF-CONFIDENCE

A Pauline exhortation remained in memory when our
pastor recently read it to our congregation. Paul urg:ed
those living in Rome, to whom he wrote: “Be not wise
in your own conceits.” Earlier in the same letter he
called attention to the condition of the Hebrews, “A ha_rd-
ening of the heart hath befallen Israel,” as a warning
“lest ye be wise in your own conceits.” d

Probably the apostle to the Gentiles would have little
difficulty in accounting for the confusion of mind: through
which our world and generation are now passing. We
have had quite too much confidence in our own wxsdf:m.
Our philosophy of action and the consequent practises
assumed that human wisdom is reliable. “We are the
captains of our souls” can be a lie.




THE MISSIONARY MIND
By George Drach, D.D., Secretary

“Ye shall be my witnesses—unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” Acts 1:8.

All true Christians are missionary-minded. They know
what Jesus Christ said about making disciples ?f all
nations by the teaching of the gospel and baptizing in the
name of the Triune God, and, therefore, they desire to
have the great commission fulfilled and realized as soon
and as fully as possible.

The missionary mind turns, first of all, to God, the
heavenly Father, Who will have all men to be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth; to God, the Son, the
Saviour, Jesus Christ, Who takes away the sin of the
world; and to God, the Holy Spirit, Who calls, gathers,
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on
earth. The God-ward missionary mind of the true Chris-
tian wants His Word and will to have supreme dominion
over all the earth and prays in the spirit of a world-wide
Christianity: “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done.”

The missionary mind, furthermore, turns to the non-
Christian people of the world and thinks of them as those
who need the gospel of salvation and ought to have it as
speedily as possible. It sees them in the bondage of sin,
death and the devil, and is eager to have them delivered
and Christianized. It wants to share all the benefits and
blessings of Christian faith, love and hope, with as many
fellow-mortals as possible. It plans and prays for the
conquest of the world for Christ, because Christ lived and
died for the redemption of the world and the Holy Spirit
waits and works through the Church for the world-wide
application of the redemption of Christ.

The Missionary Asks Himself

The missionary mind turns upon itself and asks, what
have I done, what can I do, and what can I persuade my
fellow-Christians to do in order that the loving purpose of
God for all men in Christ Jesus may be realized? Am I
selfish in my desire for the forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation? Do I care enough about fellowmen who are
without the gospel and Church of Christ, to want them to
be partakers with me of all the gifts and benefits of the
baptismal covenant of God’s redeeming grace? The mis-
sionary mind makes the Christian believer sacrificial for
the sake of the world’s salvation, benevolent in the inter-
est of the Church’s great missionary enterprises, con-
sistent in its interest and support of the expanding en-
deavor of the communion of believers, The missionary
mind is humble, devoted, generous, world-embracing.,

The missionary mind turns finally to the future and
sees the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdom of
our God and of His Christ. It believes the promises of
the Lord. It knows that all power is given to the living
Redeemer in heaven and on earth and that by His
almighty and all-merciful presence He guides and directs
His Church’s effort to spread the gospel and kingdom
everywhere unto the end of the world and always unto
the end of the ages. The missionary mind of the true
Christian lets nothing dismay it, whether it be opposition
to the missionary enterprise or the indifference in other
churches and Christians, or lack of evident success in cer-
tain mission fields, but carries on and keeps the final goal
in view, when the abundance of the Gentiles is to be
brought into the Church and the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the
sea, and the Lord Jesus shall come again in His glory to
Jjudge the quick and the dead and consummate His king-
dom in a new heaven and earth. :

THE PENSION BOARD REORG

On the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6,
Ministerial Pensions and Relief held its ry
meeting in the Muhlenberg Building, b

Resignations having been received from tk
H. Stover, D.D., and Mr. A. Raymond Bard, M
liam G. Semisch and William H. Emhardt, bot
delphia, were nominated to fill these unexpired t,
have since been elected by the Executive Board
Church. i

Mr. Peter P. Hagan, at the advice of his physician, .
signed as treasurer. The board adopted the followh,
resolutions:

“Whereas, the term of Peter P. Hagan has expired ip
the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief of the United
Lutheran Church in America, and

“Whereas, he has informed the board of his desire t
relinquish the office of treasurer of the board on account
of ill health, and

“Whereas, during his tenure of office, he has spared
neither health, business nor means in the prosecution of
its duties,

“Resolved, That we express our regret at his decision,

“That we express our unqualified faith and con-
fidence in his integrity and ability.

“That we express our high appreciation of his ser-
vice so nobly and conscientiously rendered,

“That we assure him of lasting remembrance of
and gratitude for his labors with us.

“That we express our hope for the speedy return
of his health and unbounded vigor.

“THE BOARD OF MINISTERIAL PENSIONS AND RELIEF.”

The following officers were elected:
President, Belding B. Slifer, Jenkintown, Pa.
Vice-President, the Hon. Henry W. Harter, Canton, Ohio
Treasurer, William G. Semisch, Philadelphia, Pa.
Secretary, Harry Hodges, Philadelphia, Pa.

The “Pension Family”

The Pension family consists of 254 retired ministers,
61 disabled ministers, 532 widows, 154 children, 3 women
missionaries and 172 relief beneficiaries. The family
budget is $314,540.

The money for the payment of pensions is derived from
two sources, income from endowment and income from
the Church’s apportionment, of which the board is‘as-
signed eleven and three quarter cents of the apportion-
ment dollar.

The income from the apportionment has decreased to
forty-three per cent. In 1932 the board should have re-
ceived $228,000. It received $138,000. The diﬂ‘eret]ce
was met by surplus income from the endowment, which
surplus is now gone.

Had the apportionment payments continued normal,
these, plus the income from the endowment, wou_ld make
it possible for the board to continue its operations un-
interruptedly.

The }ghiladelphia Convention of the Church cut $400,000
from the budget, therefore, should the Church pay thlel
apportionment in 1933 as it did in 1932, t}}e boarq “{;}
receive but $92,000. That will mean a deficit of $75.000.

This makes it imperative for the board to reduce Ple“n'
sions beginning February 1, 1933, to the pre-camDﬂlge
basis until such time as apportionment payments beco_t:n
normal. This is tragic as in many instances the W“Slno
is the sole income of the pensioner, but the .boar‘d has
choice. The Church alone can change the situation.

Harry HopGes, Executive Secretary.



ON EVANGELISM

ohlman Reports Meeting
aary 10
Rt olism, appointed by President
sened by the Rev. Dr. A. Pohlman at
'ouse in New York City on Jan-
e mittee elected Dr. Pohlman of Philadel-
g chairman and the Rev. Franklin C. Fry of
ﬂ"l‘ﬁ' as secretary. Dr. Knubel attended the morn-
mm;nd gave some stimulating suggestions. Dr.
o Sy editor of THE LUTHERAN, was an invited
K'R'l;moﬂer’ed the committee all the help he could give.
- inted out that religion was not revived be-

Dr'm]?ﬁp:epression and therefore evangelism would
amtz awaken increased interest. He also suggested

fhat there ought to be more mafsml. {:anf}'1. [“"1 “11;‘ Il'il‘l'T ']”lf
wligion to meet the. mass of evil organizec _1“” 1€ ““.]. a.
' The committee highly c(:mm.emh':! U.‘.(' “”!]\,.m evan-
- Jism in such synods as the (?lun, [llinois, ;u}qi I Hl‘sln.u';_rh
_qll inspired through the ].:lllt(‘(f Lutheran Church’s Com-
sitee on Evangelism during the past dozen vears.
Action was also taken to make closer contacts with all
dier church agencies, and different members of the com-
sitiee were assigned for that purpose. Dr. Pohlman was
wiged to the Home and Foreign Mission Boards; Dr.
ik Wolford was given the colleges and seminaries,
wking to encourage the study of evangelism. The Rev.
fossell F. Auman of Scarsdale, N. Y., is to seek the co-
geration of certain outstanding pastors to write articles
i TiE LUTHERAN for the pre-Lenten season, and later
i gather these and other articles into book form to be
wied by the committee. The Rev. C. F. Stickles of
[etroif was given the Parish and Church School Board
ud the young people’s organizations to stimulate inter-
# and study on this subject. W. C. Davis, D.D., of
(harleston, 8. C., is to look after Institutes on Evangelism,
ui the Rev. R. Homer Anderson of Lynchburg, Va.. the
.&Md Summer Schools. G. Arthur Fry, D.D., of Pitts-
trgh is to give attention to the general subject of
ilamation, and the Rev. F. W. Otterbein of Chicago is
Wuge the Family Altar throughout the church. The
k. F. C. Fry, the secretary, is to correlate as manv
tler agencies as possible. .
i was further agreed to divide the synods among the
nembers of the committee, to make contact as often as
wsible and encourage the whole subject of evangelism
mﬂﬂlthgm. This list will be published later.
mﬁpﬁilﬂaggmtives to be aimvdl ;l_t for the p‘rosvnt are
Nﬁkindthm:nlfourage evangelistic \\'n_rk of any and
; ghout the church, as the times need much
M}ve ?ffﬂrt; to sound forth the good news of the
mﬁ;“g“‘";lészme and persuasive manner: to urge street
e Se the channel of inner mission work by
m!c!]me,. and FO seek those who have fallen away.
mﬁm‘tel.\['nrg:zt('taeﬁsés(,;o:}?cimm of its inability to contact
ety ! e lack of funds and of an active

R COOLIDGE A CHURCIL.
GOER

Attende X
d Pan—Protestant Christmas Service

Then e . :
i st.te:,a - Calvin Coolidge was President of the
i ashington Federation of Churches,

'h"ﬂ!hn,. .
lP”"Pth::ltdent’ Dr. G. M. Diffenderfer, inaugurated
I, lser\rme on Christmas Day.

lerce, a vice-president of the Fed-

eration and the pastor of President and Mrs. Coolidge,
and Dr. W. J. Showalter, a well-known Lutheran layman
of Washington, D. C,, planned the program. The services
were held in the First Congregational Church, which was
the President’s church. Bishop W. F. McDowell of the
Methodist Episcopal Church preached the sermon. The
President and Mrs. Coolidge, the Cabinet, justices of the
Supreme Court,
diplomats, sen-
ators and con-
gressmen were
present. Doctor
Diffenderfer pre-
sided.

This service
was continued
during the Cool-
idge administra-
tion, and was
regularly at-
tended by the
President and
Mrs. Coolidge.
During the later
years of his ad-
ministration,
when the First
Congregational
Church
closed for re-
pairs, the service
was held in the
I'oundry Methodist Church on Sixteenth Street N. W.

On that occasion Dr. Diffenderfer preached the sermon.
President Coolidge and Mrs. Coolidge with the Cabinet,
diplomats, justices of the Supreme Court, and other
dignitaries were worshipers.

The prevailing custom on such occasions is, that the
speaker escorts the President to his car, before the con-
gregation is dismissed. As Dr. Diffenderfer and the Pres-
ident were leaving the church, Mr. Coolidge said, “Doctor,
I would not leave the White House again today unless in
case of a national emergency. I love to spend Christmas
Day at home. I have not outgrown my childish curiosity
to sit around the Christmas tree and open gifts.”

Truly Calvin Coolidge was a great American, a Chris-
tian believer, a loving father and devoted husband. who
believed in real home life.

When the State Department arranged for a memorial
service in Luther Place Memorial Church for the late
president of the Latvian Republic, President and Mrs.
Coolidge were again among Dr. Diffenderfer’s worshipers.
All the diplomats of the countries represented at the
National Capital were present in state dress. Dr. John
Morehead assisted Dr. Diffenderfer in the service and
paid a glowing tribute to the Latvian people and their
president. President Coolidge and Mrs. Coolidge were
such regular attendants at church that the entire nation
noted it and admired them for their faithfulness and
devotion to the church of Christ.

On the occasion of a conference of the Board of Educa-
tion of the United Lutheran Church in America and pres-
idents of our colleges and seminaries, held in Washington,
Dr. Diffenderfer arranged for a visit to the executive
offices and a meeting with President Coolidge. After the
introductions he came out upon the lawn and was photo-
graphed with the group.

His interest in Christian education was clearly set forth

in his devotion to all church institutions.
G. M. DIFFENDERFER.

was

UNDERW D00 & UNCERWEODD

CALVIN COOLIDGE,
30th President of the United States
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WHAT IS LUTHERAN FAITH?
By the Rev. Dr. Slotty*

We are living in troubled times. Ever since the World
War it seems as if a tremendous underground tremor has
been jolting loose the foundations of human existence.
How much has already broken down; and who knows how
much is yet to collapse! In every sphere of life old forms
are crumbling and new ones arising. We are being
aroused from our lethargy, forced to reflection, compelled
to make decisions. All our social principles are being
tested according to their inherent worth, and one thing
is certain—only those which are strong, healthy, and vital
will outlast the tempests of these times.

Heavy blows are also being struck at the Church in
these days. Does the Church really have a right to ex-
istence? May it still claim to belong to the influences
which mold humanity? We know how furiously the waves
are dashing against the ship of the Church in order to
destroy it altogether. We know that the hour of battle is
ever drawing nearer and nearer. Is it not important,
then, that every Christian should be brought to a con-
sciousness of his faith? To be sure, for the nourishment
of our own souls that statement of faith in the Small
Catechism, which every Lutheran knows and confesses, is
sufficient. But if our faith is to become a sword and
armor on the battlefield of thought, we must have a clear
and comprehensive conception of the essence of Lutheran
faith. For this reason it is necessary that the average
Lutheran should at last have an answer to his question :
“What, after all, is the essential content of our Lutheran
faith ?”

There is also another reason why this question should
be answered. Startled out of a drowsy security, puzzled
by the disturbing unrest of life, and tormented by the
sufferings of the times, many a man has once again be-
come a seeker after God and eagerly asks for those eternal
treasures which the Church has in its keeping. Many a
man has acknowledged their significance, or at least has
a presentiment of their significance, and would like to be
certain of their truth. It is in response to this demand,
too, that we offer these brief essays. In terms of the
present, and for the seekers of the present, they may
serve to point out just what the essential kernel of the
old Lutheran faith is.

I

The Essential Distinction Between Religion
and Christianity

It makes us feel very thankful to meet men now and
then who have given up materialism and atheism and once
again believe in a divine being. As a matter of fact,
quite a noticeable change has set in in this respect. There
is no denying the fact that there is a strong trend to-
ward religion in our age. But pitiless though it may
sound, this must be said: Religion is not Christianity by
a far cry.

We can define religion in a very general way as an
attempt from below (that is, on the part of man) to
enter into communion with God. This attempt has been
made in many different ways. Many of our poets may
be said to regard nature as the vast gateway which opens
into the world of the divine. In every plant, in every
creature, they would tell us, one may detect the heart-beat
of the invisible God. If we stand devoutly in the temple
of nature listening for the breath of God, it will suddenly

*A fl:ee trar[sht_inn by the Rev. Theodore G. Tappert of Philadelphia, Pa.,
of a series of six timely articles appearing in the Kirchen-Blatt fuer ev.-luth,
Gemeinden in Preussen and in the Lutherischer Herold.

break through the husks of that which is oy
spirit of man will become one with the

The great thinkers of Germany, like Fich
believed the human reason to be capable
achievements. They were confident that it ¢
and triumph over every problem and contrad:
it could comprehend total reality, past, present,
And so they came ultimately to make the pre umntia.,
assertion that in the creation man had come to shaye ;
the divine reason; hence God and man might be united iy
rational thought.

The Ancient Greeks’ Idea

Among the wise men of Greece it was believed that fp
immortal soul of man had lived in heaven long before bjg
birth. If man lives rationally and morally, they said,
there will awaken within him the memory of eternity, apg
his connection with the heavenly world, which has beg
broken, will be restored.

The Indian, on the other hand, seeks to come into com-
munication with God through mysticism—that is, through
introspection. This sort of religion rests on the belief
that originally everything was one, and that the soul of
man was originally a part, a little spark, of the one God,
In consequence of some sort of prehistoric fall, the so
came to be imprisoned in the material body. This bady,
the sensual nature as such, is what is sinful, what is com-
mon, what is pulling man down. Man must release him.
self from this confusion of outward sense impression,
He must climb down into the deep shafts of his inmost
soul until at last he reaches a secret and delightful king-
dom where the hidden inner being of the soul rests in
God and feels itself to be a breath of God. All kinds of
external helps are used to produce this introspection.
Strong-scented flowers are used, music and cultic dances,
intoxicating potations and ritualistic baths, exercises of
concentration and self-mortification, worship and prayer,

But most promising of all the ways to God is that which
the Jew trod—the way of law-fulfillment. It is the most
promising because the moral law rests, as we know, on
divine revelation. The fact that words of the Most High
God had been intrusted to it, this it was that gave the
Jewish people its consciousness of being elect. T.he
Israelite is conscious of the fact that he possesses the in-
dubitable will of God. He knows what is good, knows
what God demands of him. And this is to practice love,
to keep God’s law, and to submit humbly before Him. lHe
possesses the promise that whosoever does this shg]l live.
Hopefully, therefore, he tried to please God wlth‘the
works of his own hand, trusting that he would be rECEI_VEd
into living fellowship with Him. For the goal was high
He knew that that man would be cursed who did not ful-
fill all the words of the law.

Pathetic Pursuit of a Hopeless Task‘ ;
It is at once pathetic and impressive to notice with
what earnestness, with what passionate yearl}ing- count'-
less men and women have tried, and still continue to t.ﬂ:
to bridge the fathomless gulf which separates humat_llt.‘
from God by starting from this side, from man. It 13;
hopeless task. Religion does not lead to the desired gﬁ":o'
It is utterly impossible for man, of himself, to attain he
communion with God. Even the most promising way,t
effort to fulfill the revealed will of God, was fruitles
Even the best and most God-fearing among men suffe:;d
shipwreck on this way. Job and the Psalmist, Pete!'who
Paul, Anselm of Canterbury and Luther—these r-nentheir
were so downright earnest about loving QOd W"?'h hole
whole hearts, with their whole souls, and with their v:heir
minds, these men who let it cost something to love
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hese men despaired of the suc-
‘awoke within them the stag-
sie evil which was in their
n experience Luther has
expression to the moral
jon to the way of seeking
stated, somewhat as follows:

Vill Is God's Will
e not good for the simple reason that
s wvoluntarily and joyfully out of love
ve to be laboriously wrung out of our-
of laziness, disinelination, and evil im-
1f our will finally becomes obedient, it at once
hulf-admiration. And this det;u'l‘mwnt_ from
of a will which loves itself above all things m‘not
smply a pardonable weakness, but revo_lt and conscious
hostility ard God. Moreover, this evil, uﬁnln'ukt;n will,
ot of which all our individual acts grow .]11\'(‘ poisonous
tkers, is incapable of freeing itself from its own down-
yard-pulling weight. And to make our status even more
there is no possibility of our coming to an un-
derstanding with God again. Every sin represents ng]ilt
which cannot be expiated, treason against the Most High
" (od. Our every trace of guilt remains. It can never
~ ggain be washed away by ourselves. The spot which lies
L 1 a blot upon the past cannot be erased by any surplus

g

£%

* good work whatsoever. For it is only our natural duty

" i dedicate our whole future to God. There can be no
surplus of good works. So marks remain which never
disappear, marks which remain forever uncancelled. Con-
squently all that the way of law-fulfillment does is to un-
wover the frightful abyss which separates us from God and
plunges us directly into fear and despair.

Now, if even this most promising way for which God
Himself laid the foundation, if even this highway which
is earnestly looking for communion with God, does not
reach the goal, how can one hope for success along one
of the other ways? The most charitable thing we can
sy about the way of mystical introspection is that it is
i vain. What the mystic thinks he experiences as a
fusion with the deity is only a drunken condition of his
loll!. When the mystic fondly imagines that he has ex-
jerienced God, he is only deceiving himself. Those men
of‘Godto whom God really revealed Himself were filled
with awe and were seized with horror when they stood
kefore His majesty and holiness. “Woe is me, for I am
undone! e for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord
gf:tt; G(SO !:;‘);ke_ Isaiah when he had come face to

o . . e 1ntur!ate, sometimes even lasc_n'mus,
age which the mystics so often use is suspicious;

tis eertainly a proof that th ; et ¢ .
fie with the true vy ey have not yet come face to

Contradictions Prove Failures

mff“ﬂﬁm Wwho has really found God has come away a
sl du;t A&l: how could a human being—this tiny
el '-he(_l and grasp the invisible God with his
o nature gp 1'md 15 not even able to penetrate the secrets
P r}‘st_and the earthly. All earthly knowi-
lft b top“" ‘minary and partial. How could man
mhwﬂmi&lly C;glmun.lon with Gpd by means of his rea-
tntless mang ofen his reason is clouded by sin? The
’ contf'adlctory conceptions of God is
ickly the“iden' Ce against the power of reason.
bridge
“'Illlu When
"aingt it] A]] e

{

How
to .God which is constructed by man
Wwinds of misfortune begin to beat
attempts Qf German idealism to grasp
hpnhenslble first cause of all things
‘have foundered. They have dethroned

God and made man into a God; they have called into
being that lamentable atheism which threatens to destroy
our civilization.

And it is here that Christianity comes in. It is at this
point that it shows itself to be entirely unique among the
religions. It brings a message such as never before came
into men’s hearts: God has from His side, from heaven,
bridged the endless gulf which separates mankind from
Him. The world never could and never can come to Him;
so He came and still does come to the world. God had
compassion and sent His Son. The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us. God became man. God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten Son. For after that
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe. The only-begotten Son of God did all
this in order to bring about the otherwise unattainable
relation between God and man, in order to draw mankind
into communion with God. This fact, this faith, this cer-
tainty it is which makes every religion, no matter how
highly developed, alien to us. From this fact we justify
our mission. We cannot do otherwise. We must. We
know that there is no salvation in any other; for there
is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved. Christ alone is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life; no man cometh to the Father except
through Him. Christ, the only possible way which leads
to communion with God!

This is the conviction and the confession which con-
stitutes the essential distinction between Christianity and
religion.

(To be continued)

GERMAN FOREIGN MISSIONS SHOW
INCREASE

According to the Year Book of the United German Mis-
sion Conferences, which recently appeared, a summary of
foreign mission work done by German societies shows the
following : 567 chief stations; 1,620 German missionaries;
10,600 paid native workers; 1,143,000 Christians gathered
among the heathen; in 3,944 public and seventy-two
higher schools 240,000 scholars were taught. There are
thirty-six doctors at work in thirty hospitals. The re-
ceipts for the year 1931 were 6,806,466 Marks. With the
exception of the income these figures show an increase
over the report of the previous year. The increases are
as follows: missionaries, 185; native workers, about 800;
Christians, about 100,000; public schools, higher schools,
ten and scholars, 14,000. The income is more than 600,000
Marks less than for the preceding year. The Year Book
further claims that the contribution for foreign missions
from Germany for the period 1927 to 1930 constitutes
3 1/10 per cent of the entire income of the world and that
with this money five per cent of the missionaries of the
world and ten per cent of the entire number of Christiaps
among the heathen are taken care of —N. L. C. Bulletin.

A GARDEN OF PEACE

On the border line between North Dakota and Mani-
toba, Canada, a tract of 3,000 acres has been set aside
as an international peace garden, dedicated as a monu-
ment to more than a century of good will between the
people of the United States and Canada. The inscrip-
tion, to be carved on a suitable pillar, is, “To God and
His glory, we two nations dedicate and pledge ourselves
that, so long as men shall live, we will not take up arms
against each other.”—Rankin in United Presbyterian.
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Fourth Sunday After Epiphany, January 29.
(Read Matthew 8: 23-27)
“Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” Matthew
8: 26.

It sometimes takes a stout heart to weather a storm.
The Sea of Galilee had the reputation of being, at times,
very dangerous to navigators. Of course, they had no
great, strong ships there; they were little more than we
should call row boats. Steam or gas power they had none,
and they depended upon the wind or upon their own strong
arms. But there were times when human strength was
of little avail. Now they had the Master on board and
still they were afraid that their ship would founder in the
storm. The only thing to do was to call the Master of
the waves and the sea. He had been calmly sleeping and
had no concern. All they needed to do was to call upon
Him and in a moment the angry waves were hushed. I
sometimes think that our greatest difficulties in life are
not properly met for the simple reason that we do not call
in the Saviour to quell the disturbance which ruffles our
souls. During the past year, there have been very high
seas as we so well know. We know, too, that when we
called upon Jesus, He was always ready with His “Peace,
be still!” Early in this new year let us decide to take the
Captain of our karque on board and let us make daily
demand upon Him for guidance and help. He knows the
way of the least danger. His quiet word is the soothing
oil upon the troubled waters. His gentle assurance gives
comfort and peace in times of storm and stress and His
outstretched arms afford a welcome haven of safety.

Lord, Jesus, save us that we perish not. We are em-
barked upon the seas for another year of labor, it may
be of pain and travail, but we know that with Thee there
is safety and with Thee there is sweet contentment and
undying peace. Be with us always. Be with us all the
way even to the harbor and to the everlesting arms. Amen.

* ¥* * * * * * * *

Monday, January 30.
(Read Matthew 15: 29-39)

“And Jesus departed from thence . .. and went up into a

mountain, and sat down there.” Matthew 15: 29,

The engine needs fire and water, or gas and oil; the
human muscle needs respite; the mind must relax now
and then or it will at last cease to function. In like man-
ner, the spiritual reservoir of the soul needs replenishing.
There is something cheering, quieting, healing about the
mountains. They seem to be nearer to God. They are
high and they strike one with a feeling of awe. They
might fall upon us and crush us. Their rock-ribbed sides
seem to be the muscular frame of a mighty Maker. But
aside from all this, there is in the mountain fastness a
solitude, and a peace, and an aloofness from the world,
that makes one feel that God is near and there the soul
may be fed and rebuilt for the next great task. Jesus
Himself loved the mountains. The Father seemed to meet
Him there. It was there that He met the law-giver and
the prophet of the ancient days. It is in the mountain
of quiet devotien that we may be strengthened for the
problems and tasks that would otherwise be altogether
unconquerable. The inspiration of the heights prepares
for the shadows of the valley. He who worships much
labors best. He who lives much on the high places, fears
least the miasma and the gloom of the depths through
which life’s pathway often leads. Jesus prayed not that
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His own should be taken out of the world, bug:

they might be kept from the evil one. Hig
same today. The evil one still lives and dangers ;
before us, but the mountains are not far away. It ig wen
to ascend them and to meet Him in quiet contemplatigy,

Father in heaven, we love to pray and we love to Wl- |
mune with Thee, and yet sometimes we fear we.do pgp
know how to meet Thee upon the mountain top, Wedn
not know or we have forgotten how to pray the prayer of
faith. May we understand more clearly Thy i'nﬁﬂitehm
and may we never cease to wait upon Thee high up on u;
mountain of supplication. Amen.

* # # * * * * ¥

Tuesday, January 31.
(Read Matthew 16: 1-20)

“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my

Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 16: 17,

The Pharisees sought for signs by which they might
understand the deep things of the Kingdom. There ar
signs in the heavens now and then; there was a sim
called the sign of the prophet Jonah; there was the sig
of the fig tree and other trees; but Jesus declared em
phatically that “a wicked and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign.” Without studying signs, St. Pefer
unequivocally declared, “Thou art the Christ the Son of
the living God.” It was in answer to this statement that
Jesus assured Peter that God alone had given him the in-
formation in regard to the Son of God. I wish that we
might in this connection observe that all spiritual assur-
ance comes directly from God. ‘““The spirit beareth wit-
ness with our spirit that we are the children of God”
Long distance connection with God is not satisfactory.
Heart contentment is not found in books; it is not a mat-
ter of testimony, or of hearsay, it is not found in signs.
It is found only in a heart-touch with the Saviour Himself,

“Bringer of salvation
Who wondrously hath wrought,
Thyself the revelation
Of love beyond our thought;
We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee alone we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our gracious Lord and King.”

O God, our Father and Father of the faithful, kgepus
very close to Jesus, that we may learn from Him all
wisdom and that we be assured always of our divine s

ship. Amen.
* * £ »* ¥ * * # L

Wednesday, February 1.
(Read Matthew 17: 14-27)
“Doth not your Master pay tribute?” Matthew 17T: %4

Taxes at home are sometimes grievous. Tribute to for-
eign nations is usually resented. The United States o
said, “Millions for defense, but not a cent for trlibﬂte-
The Bible always teaches loyalty, loyalty to our neighbor,
to the State, and to God. A good Christian must always
be a good citizen. Jesus had no money of His 0WD
so He acquired the necessary funds in a miraculous ¥/
to pay for Himself and for Peter as well. According
the argument advanced, this tribute money was PTOP‘
unjustly collected. “Lest we offend them,” is Jesus
argument for this performance of a duty requl by‘::
tom. It is always better to do more than what the

L



. Many of the requirements
st are unjust, and vet we
s, The consolation that I
"%t is that God, even in a mir-

» rascue and makes possible that
5 'ond our ability. Moses had
pacity and found it wanting, but God
i to complement his efforts. Men
."'.,. ag their own modest} :_1bilit}es, ;n{r?re
R tren ifts to achieve for Him.
: u;tar:nlgftgso;regat ventures, but the Pilot
leads in safety and supplies every need.

| g Thy loving care.
ﬁ"' show us alway
the confi

xperience, that in no

Ly born of @ great experiend e, ‘
lane the d;:izanting if we trust fully in Thee. Every
I dﬂ‘:‘;?”t supply. Every danger Thou dost take
! in Thou dost assuage. Amen.
quay and HW’PM” g . 4 ¥ -
Thursday, February 2.

(Read Luke 2: 29.32) _
 “They brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the
prd” Luke 2: 22,

that Jesus should be subjected to the
n'!:,?fmé:tg;ggeof Moses. But then He was like unt(i
‘ hers in many respects. He was to keep the law, ruthatl
| 4 fulfll it, for His own sake but really for others. His
arthly parents were God-fearing and lu\\'-ablm‘nu and so
. m never was raised a question about their respon-
sbility. These parental responsibilities are not taken so
griously now by many who are under obligations to th_e
" Lid The counterpart of the Old Testament practice is
' found in the New Testament command to bring our chil-
{ren to baptism. The child is taken, brought, without a
fhought of its personal wishes. Until the child reaches
" & accountability, the parents’ responsibilities are never
fir 2 moment lessened or demitted. The period of wild
wts need never be experienced, for wild oats will, in time,
jield of their kind and they are, therefore, dangerous. It
ii 0o more difficult to raise a Christian child than it is to
mise a heathen and it is vastly more satisfactory. But
kt us remember that it takes a Christian to raise a Chris-
tin. The ungodly parent knows not the way of life and
bow can he walk therein or direct others to that end?

“Saviour, Who Thy flock art feeding
With the Shepherd’s kindest care,
All the feeble gently leading,
While the lambs Thy bosom share.

May we ever

¥ #

“Now, these little ones receiving,
Fold them in Thy gracious arm;
There, we know Thy Word receiving,
Only there secure from harm.”

Fulher, help us to fulfill our full duty in caring for the
ones; those of_om' own homes; those of the Sunday

”_nge we minister and serve; and those who are

| 'h“‘. G.fatth and who need Thy fostering care. Use
bringing them, to Jesus. Amen.

'
s, a o« * ¥

Friday, February 3.
(Read Matthew 19: 1-15)

g od hath joined together, let no man
#-M" Matthew 19: 6. .

beautiful and at the same time one of
ons in life is that of husband and
y that these ties ever should be
ve his father and his mother in
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behalf of his wife, for the two are “no more twain but
one flesh.” Pity the home where love is dead; but blessed
among men are those who understand each other and bear
with each other’s short-comings, and share each the
other’s burden. 1 believe that Christ loves to dwell in
such a home and, where Christ dwells, there is safety.
The home life that is daily sweetened by a bit of God’s
comforting and helpful Word, has many advantages over
all others. The stress of modern times is not at all con-
ducive to the best interests of home. We assume such a
hurried gait and make ourselves believe that we have no
time for the little niceties of home and for a little wait-
ing upon God, and the home life is lost. A kitchenette
and an inadoor bed are destructive of the higher and the
more beautiful instincts that are born and nurtured in a
real Christian home. If a place is large enough for a
yvoung husband and his little wife and also for the Un-
seen Guest, Jesus, there can be no danger. The marriage
relation beautifully symbolizes the relation between Jesus
and His bride, the Church. Of that relation, too, may it
be said, as of the marriage relation, “Let no man put it
asunder.”

Lord, give us an undying love for Thee; an inseparable
devotion to the Saviour who gave His life to win us to
Him for ever and ever. Give us a singleness of purpose
and a love that cannot die. Forgive our mistakes and
lacking devotion, and draw wus near to Thee with Thy
untiring pleading and unending love. Amen.

* * * * * * * * *

Saturday, February 4.
(Read Matthew 20: 17-34)

“Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of 2”

Matthew 20: 22,

This is a hard question. The devoted mother and her
two diligent sons answered promptly in the affirmative.
Little did any of them know what that implied. But Jesus
indicated that even if they were able to do all those things,
even then there could be no bargaining aforetime in the
matters of the Kingdom. The place of honor shall be be-
stowed by the Father and it shall be given to him for
whom it is prepared. Here we meet with that knotty
problem of predestination, but, after all, it is not so hard
to understand as it may seem. God knows who is to be
faithful and therefore, in a sense worthy, and so He pre-
pares the place of honor for the worthy comer long before
his arrival. It is not well for us to ask special favors at
the expense of others. A just God could not promise such
bestowal. He promises a just reward to all, and of that
we can well be assured. But then there is the cup of
bitterness and the baptism of fire; what shall we do with
these? Let us remember that He has not suggested that
we all shall have the same bitter cup that He had, or that
we shall all be baptized with fire as the apostles were.
Our requirements have not been designated any more than
it is required that we “shall be found faithful.” *“Be thou
faithful unto death,” is the specific command. This is
not too much. Fidelity is needful in all things. We read
about the failure that ensues when one puts his hand to
the plough and then looks around and fails to plough a
deep, straight furrow. At confirmation we put our hand
to the plough, and our lives will indicate the furrow that
we produce. At our consecration, the contract was signed.
To keep it is our duty. To fail is our doom. 2

Lord, God, help us in the daily task of Christian service.

We are beset by trials and we are overcome by our own

ity

weakness at times. When we think we are succe
find failure written over all our efforts. Of
strength we must lose; by grace we Ma%t’ﬁ




14

The LUTHERAN

The Official Organ of the United Lutheran Church

Consolidated from The Lutheran (1896)—successor to Missionary (1845),
Lutheran and Missionary (1861) and Lutheran (1881). Lumor:ﬂ
e e B e e el Work and Obgerser (918)
Church Paper (1873). e Lutheran u or
lu:ceuor to Lutheran Observer (1831), Lutheran World (1892), and

Lutheran Church Work (1908).

NATHAN R. MELHORN, D.D., Litt.D, Epitor

DEPARTMENTAL EDITORS
J. A. LEAS, D.D.
AMOS J. TRAVER, D.D.

D. BURT SMITH, D.D
MRS. W. L. HUNTON

MISS HARRIET E. HORN
STAFF CORRESPONDENTS

JOHN W. HORINE, D.D, GEORGE L. RINKLIFF
N. WILLISON, LITT.D.

Committee on Church Papers

HENRY OFFERMANN, D.D., B. P. PFATTEICHER, D.D, JOHN ABERLY, D.D., THE
REV. M. R. HAMSHER, A. J. HOLL, D.D., C. E. GARDNER, D.D., W. H. GREEVER, D.D.,
WILLIAM J. SHOWALTER, SC.D., AND HENRY STREIBERT.

_—

Remittances by check, money order or cash in registered letter, and
all communications pertaining to the Business Department should be sent to
THE LUTHERAN, 1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., Mr. Grant
Hultberg, Business Manager.

PRICE INCLUDING POSTAGE, $2.00

“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING”

A great deal is being written and said in these days
about prayer. A certain group, impressed by the domain
of law in the natural world and by the discussions of
cause and effect in the realm of reason, is teaching that
it is useless to make petitions to God and that prayer
should not go beyond adoration and patient submission to
an unchanging and unknowable divine will. Opposed to
these is a current teaching that prayer is compelling. It
claims that repetition in asking and mass praying in re-
lation to great social movements have the force of a de-
mand on God that He is bound by His own promises to the
elect to heed. Agreement among Christians in behalf of
world peace, for example, would be the equivalent of a
mandate to God that He should take international disputes
away from the arbitrament of war and bring to pass their
settlements by counsel and respect for the higher laws of
the kingdom of heaven. One notes also a third group,
that values prayer as a psychological exercise through
which the person or a group of persons “thinks through”
their problems. A fourth school of writers deems prayer
a way of obtaining direct guidance from the Holy Spirit.
It is not surprising that considerable bewilderment exists
about the power and place of prayer.

Luther was a man of prayer. It is he who declared
that prayer, meditation and trial (patient testing) make
a theologian. It is also said of him that the more burdened
he was, the more time he gave to prayer. Recalling these
characteristics we turned to Luther’s discussion of the
Lord’s Prayer in the Large Catechism. He introduces
his treatment by a reference to the Decalog and to the
Apostles’ Creed in which we confess what we should do
and believe, writing: “For since we are so situated that
no man can perfectly keep the Ten Commandments, even
though we have begun to believe, and since the devil with
all his power, together with the world and our own flesh,
resists our endeavors to keep them, nothing is so neces-
sary as that we should resort to the ear of God and call
upon Him and pray to Him, that He would give, preserve
and increase in us faith and the fulfillment of the Ten
Commandments, and that He would remove everything
that is in our way and opposes us therein.”

Luther’'s first comment concerning prayer is “that it
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is our duty to pray.” The positive injuneti J
ond law, “Thou shalt not take the name of t
God in vain,” is to “call upon Him in every tin
and worship Him with prayer, praise and
It is just as sinful to take His name in vain as i
steal or murder or commit adultery. It is tafﬂhlﬂ d
one who has thought of praying as a convenience or mar,
routine recital of words or a resource to be employed g
time of crisis, to realize that prayer is a duty, some '
God expects us to do. g thing
The second reason for praying, we quote from the La
Catechism, is “because God has also made the pmm‘;!!
and declared that it shall surely be to us ag we p“',e,
Scripture passages are cited and then Luther continu:;-
“Such promises ought certainly to encourage and animat;
our hearts to take pleasure and delight in prayer, singe
He testifies in His Word that our prayer is heartily'p]e“_
ing to Him and shall assuredly be heard and granted,
This you can hold up to Him and say: ‘Here I come, dear

Father, and pray not of my own purpose or upon my
own worthiness, but according to Thy commandment gng
promise which cannot fail or deceive me.””

Duty and pri\_‘i]e;:u. obedience and faith, promise ang
fulfillment combine in prayer. In one sense we have a
attitude toward God: we are His children always de
pendent upon Him, grateful toward Him and by trug
His servants. This is the habit of praying. It does not
cease until faith is destroyed. Then we have acts of
prayer. We are like children who ery to their parents, “|
want this”; “You promised me that”; “Protect me, Father,
[ am in peril.” We ejaculate a ery to Him, “Lord, grant
me this boon”; “Father, forgive me this sin”; “Save me,
O God, or I perish.” Such are our responses to the revela-
tion, “In nothing be anxious, but in everything by prayer
and supplication let your requests be made known unto
God.”

THE PRICE OF STRIFE

With no partisanship so far as the Far East is con-
cerned, one may remark with safety, that no nation can
spend twenty years in internal strife without exposing
itself to exploitation from some external source. The
revolution of Sun Yat Sen, that brought an end to the
Ming dynasty in China, occurred in 1912. But neither
provincial nor centralized government was stably estab-
lished. The prevalence of banditry, rival armies, com-
petition between communism and non-communism have
brought the Chinese nation into a position that exposes
them to Japanese military aggression. Deprecate as we
may the futility of war to rearrange international re-
lationships to the mutual advantage of those conecerneéd,
the fact is obvious that the military helplessness of the
Mongol empire is a temptation to her smaller but well-
armed neighbor.

Equipment for national self-defense can reach the stage
of boastful self-esteem that breeds offensive wars. To
that extent we are in accord with the advocates of de
creased armaments. But on the other hand, internal dis
sension and the neglect of provisions to resist despoil
ment by nations with trained armies, navies and air forces
may thrust an “inferiority complex” upon a nation that
costs more than loss of respect among other govern
It has sometimes sapped the legitimate ambition _Of 4
hitherto virile people. Consciousness of power of 1t§e!{
does not make one a bully. It may be coupled with a spir
of altruism that results in carrying the burdens of
weak. And discovery through experience that a peod
cannot defend a cause that is just because they lack eq“t';
ment develops a state of mind no nobler than that of
bully ; that of the cringing weakling.

ments.



York Times we read the resume
: :,_, States Department of Com-
- enormous demand for dresses
h is a distinction of the year 1932.

at increase in the sale of costumes
and ten dollars. Women refrained
the number of dresses listed between
ety dollars each to a marked degree. On

P mand for women’s garments
'f ?ud::;i:; deYet the fair sex continue to
%wmmﬂ l::; done it. Red Cross and other
‘ izations report that women in l;u‘):v‘ !Hlﬁ_ﬂ)ﬁl“s
! to the calls to make garn:mns rlm[-_ (llbi‘tl:l-
G5 . They have not specialized in
q,ﬁgmﬂ]‘; f:c::rl:le exte:t that was visible in 1917
1018, but thousands of youngsters are protected from
zm,’ cold as the result of volunteers, who have as-
. kly and sewed. There is a room on the fifth
:,Hﬁ the Muhlenberg Building through }vhn.qc .dnm‘s
e passer-by hears the hum of sewing machines with an
dlgato of women’s voices. Groups from .th‘p_ v1t}' 8
-dnl\'.hﬂ gather daily. Doubtless similar activities in-
| jiute the surge of practical sympathy all over the land.

Clerical “Unemployment”
There is an “open letter” in this issue thatl we hope
' 4ill be read in a “brotherly” way by the constituents of
{le United Lutheran Church. It is, of course, to be ex-
wited that economic conditions will affect the church’s
lusiness just as they create problems for factories, stores
od rtation. May we also expect the churches to
hu&mas they ean to alleviate the distress of pastors
whoare “out of work”? Secular enterprises of the decent
urt art not indifferent to the situation confronting them.
Wherever work can be found, even temporary, it is under-
iken, The Church should not do less for those who are
s servants,
Prbably planning should originate in the executive
tards of the several synods constituting the United Lu-
teran Church and thence pass to church councils and
turch boards. We are justified by Holy Writ in thinking
@initely and effectively for our own. If the brethren of
i Clristian are not more interested in his welfare than
e world is, there is a break somewhere between us and
lieHead of the Church. We ask in this issue as we have
mfgmr numbers of THE LUTHERAN and as we shall
::lt bt:dinqt:ire, Cannot something definite and
one .
-\h}our_eommon resources completely exhausted? Has
".tml':ln:'i the church’s missionaries and of a com-
Y percentage of the clergymen been frankly
”wm stated? Laymen have told us that their
tate to tell their congregations the facts con-
conditions within the Church. This reluctance
| ing of on sympathy and partly on the critical state
v Some church members. But the people have a
ity fol?;::ut;h; thtllejlf1 _sholt;ld alsoﬁbe givefn tz;]n
¥ ardships by an offering o e
‘,,;‘,:;n spare by a definite sacrifice. It is the

“% and the church’s solemn obligation.

) be specific. When our pastor announced
January 29 a foreign mission offer-
d and handled by the congregation,
. member of that parish. It meant

on the job. No individual is
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In the financial section of a

asked to do more than his situation permits, but at least
he is not left in ignorance of an impending crisis. If
every church does what it is able to do, the result will
enable us to weather the present storm with a minimum
of suffering and with a fullness of satisfaction.

THE LUTHERAN has no authority to appoint a time for
self-denial, but the Church by its traditions considers the

period of Lent conducive to the exercise of that virtue.
We also believe in voluntary rather than commanded ser-
vice. May we not expect that every family and every in-

dividual in our group will plan ways to save at least a
little money for the support of the Lord’s work during
the period beginning March 1 and ending April 16,

Church Attendance and Church Accessions

We have talked recently with pastors who have had
wide and successful experience in building up their con-
gregations. To one of them we put the direct question,
“When people come several times in succession to your
services, are they usually won to membership?”’ He re-
plied, “Yes, unless there are unusual circumstances.” He
expanded his answer by saying that a considerable per-
centage of the persons belonging to his congregation en-
able their pastor and their church to win souls for Christ
by inviting those without active church connections to
accompany them to a succession of Sunday services. The
one doing this favor to a neighbor or even a casual ac-
quaintance is cordial to the one he has invited, introduces
him to the pastor and to fellow members, speaks inform-
ingly of the work in which the congregation and de-
nomination are engaged and thus demonstrates the worth-
whileness of belonging to church. The Bible, the hymns,
the prayers and the sermon can be depended on to exert
the deeper, more spiritual influence upon the average in-
different soul, so that after successive contacts with the
means of grace, a desire to belong to the congregation
results.

Not only is the process an easy one, but it is fairly
dependable. While the Committee on Evangelism ecan
stimulate zeal for soul winning, provide printed and other
helps, gather groups into special meetings for conference
and prayer, in the last analysis the individual member
does the decisive work. “Every believer in the Christian
Church of the first century was a missionary,” says the
historian Philip Schaff.

“It Is Work,” Says Otterbein

“Soul winning that wins is work,” we paraphrase from
a comment made by Pastor Otterbein of Chicago at the
meeting of the Committee on Evangelism reported in this
issue. Implied in the remark is the fact known to most
pastors that easy-gotten members, like easy-gotten money,
are easily lost. Loyalty to the Kingdom of God is the
product of overcoming sin, the world, the flesh, the devil.
None of these is without influence. Faith survives out
of a struggle with serious opposition. We should not
expect the church to grow without effort on our part.

There are millions of unbelievers in the United States
but there are also millions of believers. There are the
institutions of Mammon but there are also the institutions

of religion. Let the believer find the unbeliever, bring

him away from secular forces into thg field of the power
of the Gospel. The result will bring joy to the angels in

heaven, safety to an earthly soul, and commendation of

winner by the Son of God. Evangelism is the partr
of the believer and his Lord in getting men and
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THE HOME CIRCLE

“LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL
IN YOU RICHLY IN ALL WISDOM;:
TEACHING AND ADMONISHING
ONE ANOTHER IN PSALMS AND
HYMNS AND SPIRITUAL SONGS
SINGING WITH GRACE IN YOUR
HEARTS TO THE LORD.”

Lord, teach us so to live that we live
not for ourselves alone. Qur brother
needs our aid and encouragement. 0
may it all my powers engage to do my
Master’s will.”

Is it mothing to you who build God's
shrines
And array them with golden glow,
That millions are dying without the light
Because we have failed to know?

Is it nothing to you who have the keys
To the kingdom of light and love,

That the door is bolted and all is dark
And the Saviour pleads above?

Is it nothing to you, since faith and
hope
Have mantled your earthly way,
That others are kept in the darkest night
And you have the blaze of day?

Is it nothing to you that the Bible stays
A precious, but sealed-up book,
And you with the light of the Father's
face
Could brighten the darkest nook?
—Selected.

A GOOD LOSER
By Thelmar Wyche Coxe

“Are you sure that you have every-
thing, Dana? You are not forgetting
the manuscript of your debate?”

“As if I could forget that, Mother,"”
laughed the girl. “ After the months of
preparation, I could say that thing
backwards! I've everything I shall need,
and more, too. Maybe I'll bring back
that gold medal for you!”

“Maybe,” said the mother, fondly.
“ But you realize that you are going up
against the best in the state. Of course,
your debate is fine, but there may be a
girl somewhere that has a better one.”

“Oh, I'm sure of that.”

Dana kissed her mother good-bye and
picked up her bag and hurried out to
join her waiting comrades. They were
all contestants going down to the State
Capital for the annual high school rally.
The girl had almost reached the car
when her mother called out to her.

“I shall expect you to be a good loser,
Dana.”

In her berth that night Dana thought -

of her mother’s parting speech. She
smiled in the darkness. It would be easy
for her to be a good loser, for it wasn’t
likely that she would come anywhere
near winning the coveted gold medal.
Still, her debate was as perfect as she
could make it. She had spent many days
covering up her weak arguments, and
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By Mrs. W. L. Hunton

she had studied the question so much
that her friends said that she was be-
coming a rabid Filipino patriot. The
subject of the debate was whether or not
the Philippines should have their inde-
pendence, and she had chosen the affirma-
tive.

Her earnestness and good argument
had won the preliminary contest in her
own county for her, and now she was on
her way to try for the state prize.

When she saw the long line of com-
petitors from all over the state, she was
more convinced than ever that it would
be easy to be a good loser. Her own
chance of winning seemed small indeed.

The preliminary contest to select the
best on the affirmative and the best on
the negative was a long, tiresome af-

fair. The contestants drew numbers to
see in what order they would recite.
Dana was number thirty, and had

plenty of time to get nervous while
awaiting her turn.

The huge room was crowded to over-
flowing with the friends of the con-
testants. The judges, three men who
had served often in such positions, sat
with their eyes fixed on campus scenes
outside the open windows. One of them
dozed in his chair. They were all frankly
bored.

Dana watched them closely to see what
impression her opponents were making
on them. It seemed to be slight, for
they still looked out the windows.

Girl after girl spoke, and Dana
realized that they were nearly all very
good indeed. Some stumbled from
nervousness, others went over the time
limit of eight minutes and lost their
chances of winning.

A buxom girl, representing the capital
city, spoke, and Dana was not even im-
pressed with her speech. From much
study of the question, she could easily
see that the girl’s argumentation was
faulty.

She saw one of the judges smile while
the girl was speaking, then turn to his
contemplation of the ecampus.

Finally her own number was called,
and all the nervous dread she had had
left her. She stepped forward with a
confident manner, feeling sure that she
was going to deliver her debate better
than she ever had before.

Her calmness impressed the crowd.
She began to speak in a well-modulated
voice, but with such earnestness that the
judge who had been asleep woke up. The
other two withdrew their attention from
the campus and began to pay close atten-
tion to her words. Two Filipino stu-
dents in the audience smiled their satis-
faction at her arguments. The whole
audience was tense with attention.

Then she brought it to a close. She
bowed to the crowd and stepped down
in!:o the crowd. For a moment silence
reigned, then the cheers rang out as they
had not done that morning. Dana had
put it over.

_As she went back to her seat the prin-
cipal’s wife whispered in her ear: “ My

dear, you were superb. They
that.”

“ Maybe they can,” she
back. But as the contest dr .
a close and the attention of th.jub I
;:va.ndvfmll again, Dana wasg coﬂﬁnud'.

er own heart that she had really
the most convincing speech of g]].

the last contestant spoke :
filed out. poke S

People ]uu'ri'od up to Dana, Compli.
ments flowed freely. The Filipino stu-
dents assured her that in their opinion
she had certainly won. Her Opponents
L:\)!l.l_"l‘iltllhltt‘(l ‘her and assured her the
‘].lltl,L"L‘H couldn’t help deciding in e
favor.

Dana smiled her thanks to the
strangers and told them timidly that she
was sure they were wrong. In her owy
heart the conviction that she had won
grew stronger.

“ Maybe mother meant for me to be g
good winner, too,” she said to herself s
she thought of her mother’s advice,

How pleased her mother would e
when she took the gold medal home o
her! But the judges hadn’t decided yet,
she reminded herself,

For three hours the erowd lingered in
the big room waiting for the judges to
make up their minds. It was unusual,
All the other contests in the building
had been over for two hours and a half,
and the contestants had heard the deci-
sions and gone.

Something was wrong. A woman near
Dana leaned over and whispered to the
principal’'s wife: “ This city’s represen-
tative has won the state debate six
yvears running. They must be having a
fight in there. Don’t be surprised if they
hand it to them again, although it is
clear to everybody that your school won
itl™

Dana’s heart pounded at the woman's
speech. It had never entered her mind
that there would be any unfairness about
the contest. She wondered if her
mother’s advice about being a good loser
held good for a contest where it was so
obviously unfair. .

The feeling she had of victory disap-
peared. In that minute she made up he}:
mind. “I'm going to be a good loser,
she declared to herself. “If they want
to give it to the other girl, it isn't my
fault. I did the best I could. I'll bea
good loser or die trying!”

A student came into the room then and
announced that the decision was posted
on the bulletin board outside. Imme
diately there was a wild scramble to get
outside to read the decision. Some oné
near the board called out the decision
and Dana forced her tears back and
smiled gallantly.

“Harrington High, first place; Glen-
dale High, second; Monroe High, third,
he called. A low murmur of disappro
went up from the crowd. : i

“A dirty shame,” a man said _IOU ¥
“The Glendale girl won it fair
square. "
th his remark all eyes were focused



her. She reflected
girl's fault that
od a decision so
d. She had worked
f She deserved praise.
+ of & good loser to con-
MI on her face, Dana
on the vietor. The crowd was
o ee her grasp the hand of her
.y Congratulatlpns“,
& Your debate was splendid.
- answering flash lit up thg face 0.1:
4o victor, “Did you really think so?
ﬁmtll- “QOh, yours was so much _bet~
g, [ don't see how they could possibly
e avarded it to me!” :
Then Dana knew that the girl was in-
st of the real cause of her victory.
The principal and his wife were very
" ooy, They talked of referring the
 utter to the board of directors. But
| Jus knew what it meant for a prin-
sl to question the decision of the
ulges. He would be labeled as a po;:r
: one end of the state to the
zbl?m a rule of the board that
e julges were always right. So she
isisted that he drop the matter. -
. ' “Let's be good sports about losing it,”
| e said quietly, and the principal’s wife
wided her head in approval.
But losing gracefully was a hard mat-
i when strangers stopped her on the
et 10 assure her that she had right-
;'ﬂg-m it. Through it all she held
- it fo her decision and told them that
e was satisfied about the matter.

That night in the hotel dining room
iecame very near to giving way to her
mtions, when one of the judges called
t rincipal over to his table and talked
blinfor a long time. When the prin-
:‘:l: blfik. he told them what the

said.

.M judge voted for You, Dana’ -

. ®morled. “He said that he wanted

140 know that he considered you had
:hﬂ" One of the judges went
fl!tmm with the idea in his head

Fiing the dec,li‘SiOn f1;0 Harrington
' €8, Two of them were for
‘ % bt the judge stayed there until he
P other fgll.ow into the notion

decision to Harrington.

Was under some ob-
Hn: the ft:l'liow, and thought best

gn.

But he wag go convin
: ced of your
', '?‘t:hc as three hours giving
- shall we take this matter to
Shari? iy il
ml’lﬂk her head, * No,” she
you in an awkward
1y J¢ good losers,” and her
Yery stiff to keep them
Was very hard to be
had fairly won.
aci
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given the gold medal and the applause.
Her picture was printed in the paper,
and the reporters praised her highly. No
one mentioned Dana, The decision of
the judges was not questioned.

Dana went home and tried to forget
about the contest. But on her gradua-
tion day she received a letter from the
judge that had decided in her favor. It
contained a request.

“ My wife and daughter and I are mak-
ing a tour of the Western States this
summer,” it said, “and we want you to
go with us. We have a daughter of your
age, and we consider that your com-
panionship will be worth more to her
than the expenses that we will incur.

“Maybe you can teach her some of
that code of ethics of yours, so that when
she meets defeat, as every one does soon
or late, she can smile in the face of it
and be as good a loser as you have
been!"”

After Dana had finished reading the
letter, she released the flood of tears
that she had held back for so long.

“Mother,” she sobbed happily, “you
were right. It does pay to be a good
loser! "—Girlhood Days.

FAITH'S SONNET

You gaze at distant mountains bathed
in light;
You've seen some lonely tree by frost
turned red;
Or rosebush gay, which seemed in
winter dead.
You've wondered, charmed, at many a
mystic sight,
From sunset, to the glow-worm in the
night.
You've studied insects, and the birds
they fed!
This world seemed strangely grand as
thought has led
Your soul to see God’s wondrous love or
might.
Are you the only creature, then,
forgot?
Is your poor life outside the master
plot
Of Him whose wisdom planned for all
else here?
Nay, nay; God cares; you are His
dearest thought;
No matter who you are, or where, or
what.
Let faith in Him, then, keep your heart
from fear.
—John Grant Newman.

SMILES
He Made Good

A certain man who had been invited
to speak at a political meeting was
placed last on the list of speakers. More-
over, the chairman introduced several
speakers whose names were not on the
program, and the audience was tired out
when he eventually introduced the last
speaker: “Mr. Bones will now give us
his address.”

“My address,” said Mr. Bones, rising,
“is 551 Park Villa, and I wish you all
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A QUEST

Take us on the Quest of Beauty,
Poet Seer of Galilee,

Making all our dreams creative
Through their fellowship with Thee.

Take us on the Quest of Knowledge,
Clearest Thinker man has known,

Make our minds sincere and patient,
Satisfied by Truth alone.

Take us on the Quest for Service,
Kingly Servant of man’s need.

Let us work with Thee for others
Anywhere Thy purpose leads.

All along our Quest’s far pathways,
Christ our leader and our guide,

Make us conscious of Thy presence.
Walking always at our side—Amnon.

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

When boiling ham, salt beef or tongue
which is to be served cold, you should
leave the meat in the liquor until it is
cold. The flavor is very much improved.

Dry orange peels and grind them into
a coarse powder. This can be used in a
flavor for cakes, sauces, puddings, ete.

Lemon peels may be used in the same
wdy.

LET US PLAY

“I tell you what is the trouble; we are
ashamed to admit that we are having a
good time, really enjoying ourselves,
having fun,” said a happy-hearted
woman, a student of human nature. Is
it true? Does the Puritan conscience
dominate us? Are fun and sin syn-
onymous? Is it so that in this age life
is so serious that it seems so crowded
with duties that pleasures appear a
waste of time? How can we lighten the
weight of seriousness, and yet keep the
earnestness that is the very soul of this
age? By gaining a sense of proportion;
by feeling, or rather believing, that a
laugh is as much the inheritance of man-
hood as a sense of duty. If people would
only be made to cultivate wit and a love
of fun as earnestly as they cultivate
other gifts, believing that the world
needs them! Pleasure is not the cor-
relative of sin; it is the freedom of emo-
tion, the surety that the whole of one’s
nature is alert, active. Not to respond
to pleasure in some form, to live without
feeling it a necessity of life, is to be dead
in part, like one who is dumb. Other
activities may be alive and more active
because not interfered with or turned
from their channel by other interests,
but the man is thus far shut out from
the whole of life.

Cultivate pleasure as a field of activity
that ministers to the development of the
whole man. The capacity for pleasure is
given to a man for his whole life, not
merely for childhood days; it is as great
a factor in the development of character
as education, and as indicative of the
man. E '
We know people best when we kno
their pleasures. As the child
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JESUS LOOKS AHEAD
Jesus Selects and Trains Men as His Helpers

By D. Burt Smith
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 5

DALY BisLE READINGS

M. A Multitude of Followers. Mark 3: 7-12.
T. Twelve Apostles Chosen. Mark 3:13-19.
W. Jesus’ Work Opposed. Mark 3: 20-30.
Th. Moses’ Helpers. Exodus 18:13-24.

F. Paul's Helpers. Phil. 4:1-3; Col. 4: 7-14.
Sat. The Promise of Enduement. Acts 1: 1-8.
S. A Universal Invitation. Isaiah 55:1-11.

Jesus showed foresight in His min-
istry. He had a plan which called for
an extending of His kingdom on earth,
and in that plan there was the need for
workers who knew Him and were trained
by Him. He was generous in this plan,
for He might have used His power and
in some way, perhaps miraculous, have
extended His kingdom. In sharing the
work with others He exalted those whom
He called; He made them His trusted
servants. People, many and various,
gathered around Him, but it was by a
few that He intended to carry out His
plan of work. It has not been found ad-
visable to change that plan; even in mod-
ern days of advantage and opportunity,
it is by and through the few that the
work of the kingdom is being done.

Multitude

Jesus could no more escape the atten-
tion of crowds than can the unclouded
sun refuse to give light and heat to the
earth. People flocked to Him. Wherever
He was people assembled. There was
total disregard for His privacy. Though
He had a few special disciples, the mul-
titude never realized that He might want
to be alone with them. The multitude
from different parts of the country were
with Him by the sea. The interest of
most of the people was largely curiosity;
but He was ever ready to teach them.
Though they came largely to see what
He would do, to observe some miraculous
deed, He did not dismiss them in disgust.
He was tolerant of them, and used their
presence as His opportunity to tell them
more of the great truth which He came
to reveal. It must have been discourag-
ing at times to Jesus as He saw mul-
titudes, but knew how few there were
to be wholly trusted and to be prepared
for larger usefulness in His ministry.

Method

Jesus met conditions as they met Him.
The multitude was inconsiderate, almost
discourteous. But He made the best of
the situation. He understood that the
eagerness of the people to get close
enough to touch Him was a superstitious
hope that thereby some remarkable bless-
ing might come to them. Hence the
crowding and pushing. Hence His re-
quest for a boat to be in readiness so
that He could escape the pushing mul-
titude and at the same time neither of-
fend them nor miss an opportunity to
teach them. Jesus was careful to con-
serve all conditions that He could turn
to the advantage of the people. They
had come to see Him and, if possible,
have first hand observation of one of His
miracles. He did not give any sugges-

tion of His unwillingness to heal the sick
and set free the demoniacs, for many
were they who were healed. But He did
His healing rather to hold their atten-
tion so that He might teach them, than
to show off His power. He did not need
to prove that He was the Son of God by
a studied series of miracles. Miracles
were incidental to what to Him was
more essential in His ministry. His
method was to tell the truth, but He
used unexpected opportunities for heal-
ing to show the people that He was
worthy of being heard. His miracles
were not to be reported; He gave orders
to the unclean spirits, that seemed
desirous of heralding Him, that they
should be silent. Such lips were not to
proclaim Him.

Men

True men, carefully chosen and well
trained, were to be His messengers. Out
of the multitude a small group was in-
vited to follow Him to the mountain for
further teaching. The curiosity-drawn
persons would hardly be in that group.
Out of this smaller group He selected
the twelve who were to spend time with
Him, wholly devoted to preparation for
preaching in His name and expelling
demons by His power. This was His
wisely arranged plan. He looked ahead,
knowing the time when He would leave
the earth and entrust the work He had
begun to trained helpers. These twelve
men were called by Jesus; they re-
sponded to His call; He gave them
needed instruction and training. The
list of these men is given. Later records
show how each of them turned out. All
received the best He could do for them,
but each was allowed to employ his
natural powers and live his life accord-
ing to his talents and convictions. The
result was for the most part satisfac-
tory, though He had some difficulty with
some of them, and one of them failed
Him entirely. The conclusion must be
that Jesus had a plan, a far-reaching
plan that called for the use of helpers.
These helpers were given preparation,
and then sent forth to do the work He
assigned them. The plan for the exten-
sion of the kingdom has not been
changed. The trained workers for Jesus
—trained by Jesus to know Him and
obey Him—still fit into His established
but unfinished plan.

A HELPING HAND

Just what event or action is back of
this often used phrase may not be
known. But that does not matter, for
all understand its implications. A hand
that helps always belongs to somebody
whose attitude is unselfish and who is
ever ready to serve where there is need.
The suggestion is that need for helping
hands is not far removed from any of
us. In fact we live and carry on be-

cause of the hands
us is sufficient in hin
without helping hands,
to suppose that he lives
never has any need of the
hand. o3
This phrase has come to
urative meaning that in(:lu'?“-h:u”:‘l
of agencies provided to help ug sorts
A list of “helping hands” was Aloeg,
published in an educational journg).
]istA was of certain books and typ;
equipment for the use of teachers, g
we have applied to inanimate he)
the term that formerly belonged Gnlm
living persons whose hands were ca yb]t:
of rendering help where there wasi:d_
But in the matter of carrying op
church school there is still a large Dhe:
for helping human hands, hands that are
attached to living persons whose lives grs
consecrated to the work of the chupeh,
Such hands are not few, as is evident
when reports are read of the activitiss
through the many organizations ide.
tified with the church. What produsts
of skilled hands are turned out and given
to the help of the needy—who can e
timate the value of such hands to the
establishment of the kingdom among
men? For it is certainly true that the
magnetism of the church for many per
sons was first yielded to in response fo
aid received for the alleviation of phys-
ical want, as a result of helping hands.
Helping hands are not such unusual
hands that only a few can have them
The structure of all normal hands is
about the same. The controlled function
of all hands is possible. The failure to
have hands that help is not the fault of
the hands; hands always do what they
are directed to do by the person to whom
they belong. They are subject to the
will of their owner. Where there is the
right spirit of sympathy, of generosity,
of unselfishness in the person there is
no guess about what that person’s hands
will be found doing. Instead of worry-
ing about cultivating helping hands, it
would be better to worry about a genuine
spirit and desire for helpfulness. Where
such a spirit is, the hands will be helpful.

The successful school is the result of
the united thinking, planning and work-
ing of all concerned. It is never wise
to leave the entire conduct of the school
to one individual. None of us is free
from prejudiced opinions and inadequate
understanding. The school today is
broad in its inclusiveness and has s0
many areas of activity that there oqgh‘
to be the merging of all the best think-
ing of many persons in order that t
best provision may be made for
school. This demands that no oné 1st4:
insist on his own way as the best; bﬂt
the demand is that out of the best tha

each suggests there is to be formulatednl.
plan for the school. It callslff;' ::b-

siderable loyalty to the schoo
merge personal prejudice and
and let the general plans for the Bt
go on without raising obJectlon.th =
is this loyalty which is back of the s
cess which the school has to lf-; el
Such loyalty allows the spirit 0
effort to pervade the wl}ole se
effort which assures continued §

desire,
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ui deny the human contribution to the
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e scholarship, and the humble
e of the King James Version of the
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Jews destroyed them to keep them from

desecration at the hands of their enemies.
Copies were kept and other copies made
from them. No doubt as the new copies
were made revisions were also made and
the originals burned. The New Testa-
ment manuseripts would also soon wear
out with constant use and no one of the
early Christians would appreciate their

worth. Then, too, the persecutions would
result in the loss of some of the original
letters of Paul and Peter and John and
the rest of the writers. But copies were
faithfully made and the errors would
not be many or serious in the first
copies. If you think these copies should
be exact, assign some one to read a chap-
ter from the Bible and provide a half
dozen people with pencil and paper and
see how near alike the copies will be, Or
even copy a chapter with the Bible be-
fore you. As copy would be taken from
copy down through the centuries, errors
would find their way into the text. Some
copyists would have their own interpreta-
tions in mind and make changes in the
text to make the meaning clear. Marginal
notes could also creep into the text. The
later the manuscript the more likely the
errors.

The Trio of Manuscripts

No less than 3,829 manuseripts have
been catalogued, gathered from Turkey,
Egypt, the Egean Archipelago, Cyprus,
Greece, Italy, ancient Macedonia, Pales-
tine, Africa and the Sinaitic Peninsula.
They are to be found scattered about in
the great libraries of the world. Out of
these thousands there are three out-
standing manuscripts, not any one of
which was available for the scholars who
prepared the King James Version. They
date from about 300 to 450 A. D. The
oldest is the Vatican Manuseript named
from its location in the Vatican Library
in Rome. It was kept from close study
by scholars for many years. Photo-
graphic copies are now issued to the
larger libraries. The original writing
must have been beautiful but some busy-
body long ago, fearing the ink would
fade entirely away, traced over the writ-
ing in a rough hand. The Sinaitic
Manusecript is quite similar and was dis-
covered in 1844 by a German scholar in
@ monastery at the foot of Mt. Sinai, It
was lying in a trash basket among a
number of old manuscripts that the
monks were using to make fire. It took
many years of diplomatic endeavor to
secure the manuseript but the Russian
Emperor finally interested himself and it
was secured for the library of St. Peters-
burg. What has become of it since the
Russian Revolution we do not know.
The Alexandrian Manuseript is in the
British Museum. It was presented to
Charles I by the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople in 1628.

L

Translations and Quotations
Scholars generally speak of the copies

of the originals in their original lan-
g translations

guage as manuseripts. The
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YOUNG PEOPLE

By Amos J. Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md.

February Theme
“The Bible”

into various tongues are called versions.
The most important is called the Latin
Vulgate. It was prepared in the latter
part of the fourth century by St. Jerome,
the greatest scholar of his day. The
Old Testamer_lt was translated direct
from the Hebrew. He used the oldest
manuscripts of his day so that some
surely dated back to the day of the
apostles. For a thousand years and more
the versions of the Bible were all taken
from this. It met fanatical opposition
as most Biblical revision has met until
the most recent times. But in time it
won its way and to this day is the
authorized version of the Roman Church.

Along with the manuseripts and the
versions there are many extensive quota-
tions from the Bible in the writings of
the early church fathers. They are more
or less reliable. These quotations are of
some value in checking the proper read-
ing in the manuscripts and versions.

Many of these date back to the second
century.

Our First English Bible

Along about the ninth century there
was an Anglo-Saxon cow herder named
Caedmon, a poet. He heard some of
the stories of the Bible, perhaps from
Latin-reading monks, and in turn sang
them for the common people in their own
tongue. A certain Bishop Eadhelm
translated the Psalms, another bishop,
the Gospels, and the Venerable Bede
translated the Gospel of John. The good
King Alfred intended giving the Bible
to his people in their language but died
before he could fulfill his purpose. The
first complete English Bible was the
work of Wycliff in 1384. In spite of his
persecution and trial for heresy, this
version was much read in secret.

Tyndale

William Tyndale was the first to use
the method of scholarly research in pre-
paring his translation. Before this noth-
ing but the Vulgate was in the hands of
the translator. Tyndale was a friend of
Erasmus, the greatest scholar of his
age. He was a devoted student of
Luther’s writings as well. He went to
the original languages and translated
directly. It was too dangerous to work
at his task in England so he wrote on
the continent, and the first printed Eng-
lish Bible was done in Worms, Germany.
What an ado it stirred! The New Bible
could not be destroyed, though to be dis-
covered reading it was certain death to
any loyal to the established Church. The
best they could do was to burn Tyndale
at the stake. He died praying that “the
Lord would open the King of England’s
eyes.” A good story comes from the af
tempt of the Bishop of London to
and destroy all the copies of Ty
first printing. A friend of T\

. (Continued on page 22)
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THE LUTHERAN

BOOKS AND LITERATURE

TWO BOOKS ON BUCHMANISM

The Editor of “The Lutheran”

Reviews Two Recent Volumes Dealing

With the Oxford Movement, Specifically 'I:itlad “The First
Century Christian Fellowship”

The Conversion of the Church.

Calvary Episcopal Church, New York. Publis

Price, $1.25.

For Sinners Only. The Book of the Oxford Groups.

By Samuel M. Shoemaker, Sr., Rector of

hed by Revell, New York. 125 pages.
By A. J. Russell of London.

Published by Harper and Brothers, New York. 293 pages. Price, $1.50.

By the news letter of our Canadiqn
staff correspondent, Dr. N. Willison, In
this issue, readers of THE LUTHERAN
will find information concerning the re-
cent visits to Canada of the Oxford
Group. Dr. Willison remarks that he
has seen no reference to this movement
in Lutheran journals, despite the fact
that its leader is a regularly ordained
Lutheran clergyman, who is a member
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. He
might have commented that Dr. Buch-
man has recently been in Philadelphia
and during his stay took luncheon at the
Philadelphia Theological Seminary. THe
Oxford Movement has “made news” in
the eastern part of the United States
to which January issues of both secular
and ecclesiastical journals have given
space. Meetings arranged for hearings
of the propagators of the first Christian
Century Fellowship (to give it the name
preferred by those belonging to the
groups) were held in Methodist and
Episcopal churches, in the Bellevue Hotel
in Philadelphia and in the new Waldorf
in New York. Large numbers of peo-
ple attended and the movement was a
topic of widespread interest and talk.

New Books Available

It happens that the two books named
above arrived at THE LUTHERAN'S office
for review within the month preceding
the visit deseribed by Dr. Willison and
cited in the church news of January.
They are available, and exempt from
second-hand rumors and exaggerations.
We have chosen to make our comments
upon them the basis of this discussion of
“Buchmanism.” We shall, however, draw
somewhat on other sources of informa-
tion and state certain conclusions that
are personal. Our readers should not
rank them with official analyses. Of
these, by the way, we have seen none
from Lutheran sources.

In The Conversion of the Church,
Samuel Shoemaker discusses the move-
ment from the point of view of a pastor,
who has articulated its principles with
the administration of his parish. Clergy-
men will be interested in what he has
to tell them, and even though they wisely
determine not to install guidance and
sharing in their work, they will benefit
by the insight given them of the pos-
sibilities of Christian experience. Dr.
Shoemaker’s keen criticisms of prosaie,
uneventful institutionalized ecclesiastical
regularity will and should awaken Lu-
theran pastors to a sense of the vital

forces in our religion and worship.

For Sinners Only, by A. J. Russell, is
a series of “news stories,” which he as
a journalist has written and collected
into a volume. Persons and events are
“played up” in a style unmistakably
acquired when Mr. Russell was a “fea-
ture story writer” in the modern sense
of that phrase. His hero is frankly and
unequivocally Dr. Buchman himself,
who, he says, refused permission to
apply print to propagate the Oxford
Movement until he, Mr. Russell, was
completely absorbed into the Fellowship.
He finally reached such a stage of sat-
uration with the principles and per-
sonnel of the movement as to forecaste
for it a boundless future. In our opinion,
it is too good to be true. Even the first
century Christians occasionally had their
weaknesses. A degree of apprehension
as to the thorough reliabilty of Mr.
Russell’s conclusions arises when he de-
seribes visions and flashes of revelation
by which he has been guided. No one of
this twentieth century can be blamed,
if he is on guard against claims of im-
mediate contacts with the Holy Ghost.
So many “spirit-led” people have misled
their contemporaries that we can be ex-
cused, if we have some caution relative
to even an Oxford-centered group.

There Is a Message

If then, we do not discern in Dr. Buch-
man and those connected with him the
perfection proposed by Mr. Russell, we
nevertheless believe he has a message for
the times in which we live. To his sin-
cerity and zeal for the Master's cause
all who have known him bear willing tes-
timony. We ourselves happen to know
a bit about that. The call to his first
parish and his letter of acceptance hap-
pened to pass through our hands, as sec-
retary of the Conference Mission Com-
mittee, when it was decided to establish
the Church of the Good Shepherd in
Overbrook, Philadelphia. He replied to
the call, “Yes, if it be God’s will.” For
what it is worth, we remark, that he was
not very successful as a missionary. He
undertook to combine what we Lutherans
call Inner and Home Missions. It was
not a workable combination in Over-
brook. Pastor Buchman was then called
to the Lutheran Hospice, but in 1907 he
severed his connection with that institu-
tion, disagreements having arisen be-
tween him and its Board of Directors.
In 1909 he eame to State College, Pa., as
Y. M. C. A. secretary. The interval be-
tween 1907 and 1909 was partly spent
in Europe, where he made contact with

the Keswick Movement in
suspects that the econ

tinctive interpretation of Chy
Russell pictures Dr. Buchman.

primarily an individualist, the sor
dividualist that is endowed with
for organization and administ;
certainly was uncomfortable und..
rules and regulations of chureh
ities. He is a member of the Min
terium of Pennsylvania, angd
tiliously sends an excuse annually fg,
being absent from the synod’s convep.
tions. His brethren respeet hiy ang
recognize in his work a needed phase of
Christian activity. Lutheranism believes

that organization is generally Necessary
and considers the pastorate of a cop

gation the normal relationship of 1
clergyman. But it does not claim

mechanical jurisdiction over the men it
has ordained to the ministry of the Gos-
pel. The statement that Dr. Buchma
is a regularly ordained clergyman of the
Lutheran Church, enrolled in the Mip.
isterium of Pennsylvania, is correct, [
is also true that this synod does not ey
pect to disavow its traditional methods
of ministering the Word and Sacramens
through the agency of pastors and cop
gregations. It expects that men of
peculiar talents and gifts will be pr-
vided by the Head of the Church to dem-
onstrate new phases of service or to cor-
rect neglect in the field of piety and
practise or to show the futility of faith
without works. So long as these spe
cialists do not teach heresy or seek to
wean the members of the congregations
away from the church or by over-zeal en-
deavor to break the continuity of the
Holy Spirit’s guidance of the communion
of saints, they are appreciated.

What Is Buchmanism?

We label the Oxford Movement with
the name of its founder in no disrespect
to Dr. Buchman. He undoubtedly de
veloped its major tenets and invented the
“house party” as the unit group. The
books before us lead one to infer that
certain features of propagation found
objectionable several years ago have been
somewhat modified (sex confessions were
charged at Princeton University) and
men like Shoemaker in New York !uwe
fitted in to congregational applications.
But it is in essence one man’s discovery.

What it does not claim to be, should
perhaps have precedence in our examini-
tion. It does not seek to eliminate the
Church, but it recognizes no denomina-
tional lines among Protestants. The
Catholic Church we did not see meF
tioned on its program. It does not have
a form of worship: there is a meth
for conducting testimony and houst
party gatherings. It does not admin-
ister the sacraments but advises its mem-
bers to attend their churches. ']t hgsg
corporate organization, enabling it h
take title to property, receive eﬂtw
ments and so forth. It does not steri
a budget, appeal for regular con
tions and report receipts and
ditures. There are probably e
but these are taken care of by vo ““t
contributions. Some of these mus
fairly liberal: one does not ¢
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pidé, selfishness, dishonesty, laziness,
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el how, through the indwelling
peence of the living Christ, they were
slising vietory.” Incidents citing per-
s changed are related.
Swemaker writes “that detailed shar-
% doild be made with one person
. %" He comments that the Roman
confessional “provides an almost
 machinery for the needed ex-
. Miwimtion of human sins” . . . but
! 'l'll!lt_he priest from sharing his
W8 with the penitent.” The Prot.
| St ea of confessing our transgres-
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| fact that we almost always
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h“' He quotes John Wesley in
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In the second place, the very intimate
discernment of the presence of the Holy
Spirit would seem to make confession
to God alone entirely adequate, except
as restitution to the one sinned against
is the “follow up” of forgiveness. One
concludes that the practise has merit as
an approach, and is perhaps “good
psychology,” but that its Seriptural basis
is indefinite if not quite irrelevant.
House party technique as deseribad by
Mr. Russell inclines one to the balief
that “group sharing” is the medium of
attaining a “state of mind” conducive to
implanting a sense of the need of spir-
itual relief. It is not essentially dif-
ferent from the methods employed in the
prayer and protracted meetings which
were common in the 1880’s and in earlier
decades in the United States. We do
not mean by this comparison to condemn
either the house party or the protracted
meeting of our fathers. That the Ox-
ford Movement has gotten a hold on
thousands in a class admired for culture
and often notoriously indifferent to prac-
tical Christianity is a fact convincingly
in its favor.

A Phase of Prayer

As to Guidance, the second outstand-
ing feature of this movement, one can

infer its principles from the books under
review with a fair degree of clearness.
Dr. Buchman and the members of his

groups believe that surrender to God
entitles one to divine control. They ac-
cept with a literalness as thorough as
it is awesome, that when a man is
“changed,” that is, when he has received
the light; when he is inclined to say,
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do,”
he will be told wherever and whenever
a direction as to his choice of duty is
required in order that he may do his
Lord’s will. Such is not an illogical
conclusion where communion with God
is not abused. It is certainly much
nearer the intent of Christian disciple-
ship than the attitude of the persons
who rarely consider that faith in Christ
contains any obligation to serve Him in-
stead of themselves. We Lutherans
sometimes forget the explanation our
Catechism gives us for the third petition
of the Lord’s Prayer, “The good and
gracious will of God is done indeed with-
out our prayer; but we pray in this peti-
tion that it may be done by us also.” A
real apprehension of citizenship in the
Kingdom of God includes a definite job
for each of us as well as an imperishable
crown when our life’s work is done.

In connection with “guidance,” both
Russell and Shoemaker refer to “the
quiet hour.” That phrase applies to a
period of time which is devoted to a sort
of mental introspection. It may be an
hour daily devoted to “listening in on
God,” to quote Russell’s rather irreverent
term for it, or it may refer to the pause
when some problem has arisen. Each
individual regularly practises this “with-
drawal” for guidance and those asso-
ciated in a project also use it. When
persons are engaged in this pursuit of
the divine will, they provide themselves
with a pencil and paper, on which they
write down the wu that occur to
them. Sooner or later, a course of action
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is chosen, and the deeision reached is
accepted as “His will” in the situation.
Guidance is ascribed to the Holy Spirit.

Shoemaker comments: “There are, of
course, conditions of guidance.” We
synopsize some of his paragraphs on this
subject as they appear in “The Conver-
sion of the Church.” First there must
be a surrendered will, then relaxation
from tension, absence from self con-
sciousness, consciousness of faith (a
leaning toward God), a regular time for
waiting on Him and active obedience.
Under proper conditions, “guidance
comes with an authority all its own,”
but with varied intensity. It is “some-
times the motion of a consecrated human
mind, mobilized to do the will of God
and sometimes the clear shooting-in of
God’s thought above our thought, trans-
cending human thought supernaturally.”

Tests for “Guidance”

“Guidance must be tested by the Spirit
of Christ. . .. Guidance if true will never
be found contrary to the New Testa-
ment.” Circumstances sometimes make
God’s will clear. “But chiefly guidance
must be tested by the concurrence of
other guided people.” Relations to the
divine will, Shoemaker declares, do not
resemble a line of communication be-
tween two beings, God and myself, but
a triangle, God, myself, and another who
depends on guidance. This prescription
presents a difficulty, in that the number
of folk who are able to interpret and
practise guidance is still small: there-
fore “you may have gradually to raise
up your own group.” Here again there
seems to be a bit of a limitation. But
the proponents of the Oxford Movement
are serenely confident that those having
the light, can light other lives and thus
provide checks that will verify their
guidance. At present Russell estimates
that there are about a thousand
“g'roups.”

For Sinners Only abounds with in-
cidents well told. We read the chapters
with interest and with a considerable
degree of approval. It is frankly, but
honestly propaganda for the Oxford
Movement, but it does not take its style
from current radio advertising. It does
not urge us to join now. We quite agree
with Mr. Russell that the changed lives
of individuals have a higher “news
value” than murders and mysteries, than
pessimism and profligacy. There is no
present reason to condemn the Move-
ment: it reveals conditions that are real
and that need attention. We believe that
Dr. Buchman’s groups have a message
and that he has a mission. On the other
hand, the “mysticism” emphasized, while
not without a legitimate sphere of action
in Christian life, has within it the pos-
sibilities of exaggeration, occultism and
even fanaticism that have characterized
“illumination and direct guidance” in the
past, when they obtained a hold in minds
more responsive to emotion than to calm
reasoning. The moment the First Cen-
tury Christian Fellowship finds the
twentieth century Christianity unfit for
the Lord’s use and demanding a
sect, it will have ceased to be

of and become an agency
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OPEN LETTERS

HOW THINGS HAPPEN

I was not present, but my longing
heart was there, when Susquehanna Uni-
versity, several weeks ago, celebrated
Founders’ Day. My personal acquain-
tance with the founding of Missionary
Institute dates back to the dedication of
Selinsgrove Hall, the first building, in
1858. Shortly after that, along with my
father and mother, I visited Dr. Ben-
jamin Kurtz at his home in Baltimore.
He and my father, Dr. Henry Ziegler,
were lifelong, devoted friends.

In advocating the founding of a school
for the education of mature men for the
ministry, Dr. Kurtz chose Henry Ziegler
as his chief co-worker. To him was as-
signed the task of soliciting offers of
money and lands in various places for
the location of the proposed school. Sev-
eral localities were canvassed, the prin-
cipal of which was Loysville, in Perry
County. It was all but determined to
locate the school there, when my mother
suggested: “Why not consider Selins-
grove?” In response, father wrote to
John App, his father-in-law, and several
others of the council of St. John's
Church, Dr. Samuel Domer, pastor,
urging on them a consideration of the
question.

Thus it was that Missionary Institute
came to Selinsgrove. Dr. Kurtz was
chosen superintendent and first the-
ological professor, and Henry Ziegler
second theological professor. Father
says: “During the entire period of
twenty-three years, from 1858 to 1881,
the entire three years’ course included in
both professorships was taught substan-
tially in all its details by myself. For
the first few years, Dr. Kurtz came up
occasionally from Baltimore, and gave
instruction in several branches, for a
few days.” At the death of Dr. Kurtz, in
1865, my father was made superin-
tendent and first professor. The entire
financial responsibility of the theological
department from the beginning rested on
him. Dr. Peter Born, his lifelong friend,
was his faithful and accomplished sup-
porter in the classical department.

One of the serious problems that con-
fronted my father was the support of
the increasing number of married men
who were applying for admission. To
help meet the situation, he resolved to
erect houses on the grounds of the in-
stitute for their accommodation prac-
tically free of rent. The undertaking
was a work of aggressive faith. He says:
“I resolved, on my knees before God, to
refuse no applicant that came well rec-
ommended. . . . For all such I determined
to make myself responsible, throwing
myself in prayer and faith on the church
and on God. . . . In the name of God,
then, and for the honor of His cause, I
enter upon this work.”

This was in 1868, three years after the
death of Dr. Kurtz. By 1873, five double
houses for the accommodation of ten
families had been erected, at a total cost
of $7,457.42. It was my privilege, dur-

ing my junior vacation, in 1873, to paint
and glaze house numbered five.

I have a vivid recollection of how
father and his students quarried stone,
flatting them across the Susquehanna,
and how I hauled more than one load
that vacation from the river bank to the
building site. John H. Zinn, H. C. Haith-
cox, A. K. Zimmerman, S. G. Shannon,
D. R. P. Barry, were some of the men
who lived in those houses. They all gave
a good account of themselves in the
ministry.

This is but a bit of the foundation
history of the now successful and in-
fluential Susquehanna University. There
is considerably more where this bit comes
from. JoHN A. M. ZIEGLER.

PASTOR OUT OF WORK

Dear Editor:

It grieves me to inform you that I
cannot afford to renew my subscription
to THE LUTHERAN at this time. Owing
to the deplorable financial condition of
the church I served I was asked to re-
sign and seek another pastorate last
spring. Since then I have been in com-
munication with the presidents of six
district synods of the United Lutheran
Church in America, but have failed to
secure another charge. And that after
serving the church for twenty-five years.
There are a number of vacant pulpits in
rural sections of my own synod, but I
have not had regular supply work and
only small remuneration for what
preaching I have done.

I understand that there are more than
one hundred fifty active pastors in the
United Lutheran Church in America
who have no pastorates and unable to
obtain calls. As one of that number I
would like to suggest through the
columns of THE LUTHERAN that these
unemployed pastors be made use of in
evangelistic work. Evangelism is in (or
on) the air. Probably some pastors
would welcome some assistance in their
evangelistic efforts. Though we as Lu-
therans rely mostly on the educational
phase of evangelism—through our Sun-
day schools and catechetical classes—
nevertheless we must admit that a little
sane revivalism is not unscriptural and
has its place in evangelism. A week or
two of inspirational services coupled
with personal visitation have been ef-
fective in the past, so why not now? Be-
tween now and Easter is probably the
best time for such services. Would it
not be possible for presidents of synods,
or chairmen of committees on evangelism,
to arrange with settled pastors to use
unemployed pastors in such series of
services? I thraw out the suggestion
and hope to see the reaction—pro or con
—in the Open Letter columns of THE
LUTHERAN. I shall continue to read our
fine weekly publication even though I
shall have to borrow a copy.

- A DEPRESSED PASTOR,

Dear LUTHERAN: R

Your January 5 issue
under “Dates for Synodical
Synod of Kansas and Adjasent
The synod does not meet May

April 25-27, in the First Eny rlish 1.
theran Church, Topeka, Kan, > i
I should be glad to have W
this as the pastors may thiy:kulh
given this information and boards
put this date and plan theip Visitonud.
information. G K MYKLAND,
___**——*——._—_:.____
“HOW DID WE GET OUR
BIBLE®?”
(Continued from page 19)

commissioned to bargain with him o
the books. So Tyndale set a high priee
and received it. But the money he pe
ceived made it possible to make furthe
corrections in the copy and print ney
and better editions.

The King James Version

Up through three versions, Coverdalg,
the Great Bible and the Geneva Bible
we now come to the King James o
Authorized Version in 1611. Tyndales
dying prayer in 1536 was to be fulfilled
sooner than one would expect. Seventy-
five years later the King became the
patron of a new English Bible that to
this day is THE BIBLE for a great
part of the English-speaking world.
There was an attempt to secure the
greatest scholars of the day. No ex-
pense was spared in the work. Luther’s
translation, which had re-made the Ger-
man language and which represented
true scholarship, was used extensively.
No marginal notes were permitted, a
fact that made the wversion popular
among Christians of all beliefs. The lan-
guage is beautiful, as literature it i
supreme, but there was need for a suc-
cessor.

The Revised Version

In June, 1870, a distinguished com-
pany of scholars from England and
America began their gigantic work of
revision. For many reasons their work
was necessary. They understood the
original languages better than the
scholars of 250 years before. The science
of textual ecriticism had advanced in-
measurably. There were a great many
more manuseripts and versions including
the three most important, all found since
the King James Version had been pub-
lished. The English language hd
changed. In May, 1885, their work was
finally done and the English Revisiot
was published. But the Americal
scholars were not yet satisfied and con-
tinued their writing. By agreementwﬂl
the English scholars they were to 0 er
no new revision until the English ?hz
vision had a chance of sale. Inl
American Revision w?s kl;eadl’fnf‘:’f
press. The language lacks 807 y
beauty of the King James Version, ”B“:b;
truer to the orginal. It is the best
for study.

P. S. A good little source book(f:r"
further material is “How We Go
Bible,” by J. Paterson Smyth.
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t of the turn of the year,
her in an “up-turn” in
# . WY sible for the lassitude

g -ﬂ&{‘We do not know; but we
: become entirely pessimistie, for
e next Sunday the indicators mou‘pted
higher and from the reports of ‘“fine
'L o it would seem that some
gtempt was being made to recover lost

a;'d.mdly evening, November 20, the
e, Aljred Schilke was formally in-
~ qalled as pastor of the Church of the
Axcension, Snyder, the president of the
[nited Synod of New York, Samuel G.
' Trexler, D.D., having charge of the ser-
vee. The liturgy was conducted by the
" Rev. Wilfred A. Schmidt, president of
ihe Pastors’ Association; the charge to
ihe pastor was given by the Rev. Hugo
L Dressler (Atonement), president of
ihe Western Conference; the charge to
e congregation by the synodical pres-
" ifent. The school house, which has been

wmodeled to serve the congregation as

s house of worship, was crowded almost
. leyond capacity by a host of members

and friends from all churches who at-
 tmded. Amplifiers in the Sunday school
moms upstairs enabled the overflow
wdience to hear the service. New altar
wstments were presented to this mission
ungregation of the Buffalo Church Ex-
tension Society, and brass candlesticks
for the altar were also given. It was a
day of great rejoicing and Ascension
(hurch looks forward to a bright future.

Ninety-five Years Old

The First English Lutheran Church
o Lockport observed its ninety-fifth an-
iversary on the same day, when spe-
tal services were held. The president
o smod was the principal speaker. This
mt olde_st church in the Niagara
T region is now served by the Rev.
}::L. Lange, who came to this charge

Amgterdam five years ago. The
services of the church were held
the lea_dership of the Rev. John
lg"mlnd eighteen members of voting
oy T?hr:sent to organize the congre-
Mﬁt:ust present site of the church
ey land Walnut Streets was ac-
, and a new building was
; 1‘8’74 when the Rev. W. B.
as pastor. During th
W&fn;ﬂ;viee of the Rev. H. J.gWat‘i
0 -H(;:. il:itz' A. L. Dillen-
r Provements were
:’ﬁ.i:d the present day finds the
ﬂ:h'?n!ﬂming state. A
” was the con-
Uetational dinney at the Y. M.
Service.

' Contest
Inter-Sunday
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the opinion of those who have been
competing on terms of friendly rivalry
that beneficial results to our Sunday
schools have been obtained. On the basis
of attendance percentage, St. Mark’s
Church, Kenmore, and the Church of the
Atonement maintained first and second

places for the length of the contest. Con-
cordia and Holy Trinity alternated be-
tween third and fourth places, finishing
in that order by the closest of margins.

The Church of the Resurrection secured
the greatest number of new scholars,
having sixty-six new pupils to their
eredit: Kensington with forty-nine, and

Christ Church with thirty-eight new
scholars were next. In all, a total of
401 new members for our schools was
secured. The greatest percentage gain
in new members was made by Tabor,
followed by St. Mark’s and First Re-

deemer.

An “Impossibility” Achieved

For five years and more Kensington
Church has enjoyed the use of its splen-
did new building. Along with other con-
gregations which have recently erected
new edifices, the church has an en-
cumbrance of debt in the form of a mort-
gage; for the past several years inter-
est payments on the mortgage have been
made from loans secured at the bank to
be returned at the convenience of the
congregation. This year, within a few
days of the due-date, the congregation
was informed that the bank could not
advance the interest. The pastor, the
Rev. Herbert L. Siegner, and his church
council knew what this involved, and
although they were faced with the task
of raising the large sum of $1,220.31
within a week’s time, they courageously
set to work. On one Sunday recently
the announcement was made at the
church services that the sum must be
raised before Saturday. Individual gifts
and contributions were offered at The
Service and a solicitation of the mem-
bers was made. Society treasuries
yielded funds, with the happy result that
on the significant Saturday the net sum
was on hand. A note of thanksgiving
and praise was struck at The Service
on the following day.

A Diamond Jubilee

Zion Lutheran Church, Niagara Falls,
the Rev. Arthur H. Schmoyer, pastor,
observed the seventy-fifth anniversary
of its founding during the week of No-
vember 26. Special services were held
on Sunday morning at which the Ger-
man sermon was delivered by the Rev.
Francis H. Hoffman, a former pastor;
the English address was made by the
pastor. On Sunday night the jubilee
sermon was preached by Samuel G.
Trexler, D.D., president of the United
Synod of New York. Monday evening
was Ladies’ Night. The women’s or-
ganizations in the congregation gathered
to hear Mrs. Edwin H. Boettger of Buf-
falo, president of the Western Confer-
ence Women’s Missionary Society. On
Tuesday, Men's Night was observed, and
Mr. William H. Stackel of Rochester
made the principal address. Young
People’s Night on Wednesday saw the
gathering of the Sunday school, Luther
League, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. The
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writer delivered the address on the
theme, “Youth's Greatest Friend.” A
Thanksgiving Service was held on the
morning of Thanksgiving Day. On Fri-
Elay night a rally and dinner was held
in the North Junior High School at
which 1,000 members and friends were
present. The climax was reached on
November 27, when Dr. Herman Brezing,
president of Wagner College and for
twenty-six years pastor of the church,
delivered the sermon.

On New Year's Day, the Rev. Gustav
K. Huf was installed as pastor of St.
Paul’s congregation, Eggertsville, suc-
ceeding the Rev. George Schettler, who
retired a few months ago. Mr. Huf has
been a missionary to Porto Rico, until
illness in his family compelled him to
seek a more favorable climate. A large
number of members and friends was
present to hear Dr. F. F. Fry, secretary
of the Board of American Missions, and
Dr. Samuel G. Trexler, president of the
United Synod of New York, deliver the
charges. The Rev. Hugo L. Dressler,
president of conference, and the Rev.
John A. W. Kirsch, Jr., assisted in the
services., The congregation has enthu-
siastically received Pastor Huf and
family, and is eager to follow his lead-
ership.

Brief Mention

The Luther League of New York will
meet in Buffalo in 1933. A committee
of leaguers from the district, under the
leadership of the Rev. J. A. W. Kirsch,
Jr., is at work making preparations for
a successful convention. Sub-committees
have begun their work and monthly re-
ports are being made to the general
body.

The Church Extension Society held a
special meeting on November 29, when
the matter of an increased membership
and a reduced membership fee was dis-
cussed. No action was taken but a con-
stitutional amendment was proposed.
The president, Dr. Henry J. Pflum, an-
nounced that the Honorable John L.
Kramer of Mansfield, Ohio, would be
the speaker at the annual dinner on
January 31.

The Rev. H. W. Harms of Saskatoon
Seminary, Canada, has been visiting the
congregations of this section presenting
in sermons, addresses and illustrated
lectures the great work of our church
in the Canadian northwest. Pastor
Harms’ genial presentation has awakened
interest in his work and won friends for
Saskatoon.

The Lutheran Church Home and St.
John’s Orphans’ Home observed the
Christmas holiday in their usual splen-
did way: material gifts of love were
provided by the friends in our congre-
gations, and the great message was pro-
claimed in many interesting services.

Under the direction of the Rev. Edwin
H. Boettger, chairman of the Confer-
ence Foreign Missions Committee, a
union mission service is scheduled for
January 22 at Holy Trinity Church. The
Rev. George A. Rupley of India will be
the speaker.

The Rev. Charles J. l!enﬁ forn
of Greenport, N. Y., began
at St. Paul's Church, Williamsvill
January 1. e
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TOLEDOGRAMS
By W. Refus Rings

Dark clouds do have their silver
linings. The closing of the Security-
Home Trust Company during the sum-
mer of 1931 gave the mission congrega-
tions of Toledo no little worry, for four
of them had property mortgages in the
closed institution. However, through the
able leadership of Mr. Edward Rinder-
knecht, attorney-at-law and member of
Glenwood Lutheran Church, and the
committee assisting him, a plan is now
in operation whereby the claims of de-
positors may be offset at face value
against these mortgages. In return the
depositor will receive a mortgage in the
church property. Through this plan the
indebtedness of the missions sharing in
it will be reduced approximately sixty
per cent. Congregational meetings must
be held, the court's permission to re-
mortgage must be secured, and many
other details looked after, but the suec-
cess of the plan seems assured. Mission
congregations benefiting include Bethany,
Messiah, Christ and Reformation. The
Synodical Board of Home Missions has
been represented in the plan by the Rev.

G. W. Miley, pastor of Augsburg
Church.
One of the mission congregations

mentioned above, Bethany, is at present
without a pastor since the resignation of
the Rev. Erwin Spees, pastor for four
vears, was effective on January 1. Mr.
and Mrs. Spees have taken up their new
work in Cincinnati and preparations are
being made in the local church to eall
another pastor. Bethany has made very
fine progress under the leadership of
Pastor Spees and the -United Lutheran
pastors regret his departure from their
midst.

A Dream Come True

Thirty years of dreaming became a
reality on Tuesday evening, January 10,
when the Philadelphia Symphony Or-
chestra opened the magnificent new
Toledo Museum of Art with a concert
for members only. This was followed on
Wednesday evening by a second concert,
open to the general public. After that,
the entire museum will be open for pub-
lic inspection. The present building is
the result of plans formulated by the
museum’s founder, Edward Drummond
Libbey, now deceased, and carried out
through the generosity of Mrs. Edward
Drummond Libbey. The central portion
of the building was erected first. For a
while it seemed that the closing of
Toledo’s banks would seriously delay the
construction of the two wings, but these
difficulties were overcome and Toledo
now has one of the finest museum’s to
be found in the United States.

For example, more than three hun-
dred great paintings from the permanent
collections of the museum will be dis-
played in thirty-six galleries during the
inaugural exhibition. This display alone
marks the museum as one of the coun-
try’s foremost art institutions. The
completed building, constructed of Ver-
mont marble and granite, is 656 feet
long, 245 feet deep, contains seven mil-
lion cubic feet of space and more than
eight acres of floor space, of which more
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than two acres is in exhibition galleries.
The building is designed in classical
Greek spirit although it is not a copy
of any particular Greek building. The
peri-style, a modernized version of a
Greek open-air theatre, occupies the en-
tire east wing and will seat more than
1,500 persons. The west wing contains
twelve galleries, which will be used to
display the treasures of the museum.
Enough electricity is used in the build-
ing to illuminate more than two hun-
dred homes. Having visited many
museums, we can truthfully say that the
Toledo Museum is equal to any one of
them in beauty and in the wealth of its
collections.

Opportunities as Lutherans

But we must hasten on to tell of the
other opportunities that are coming to us
as Lutherans in Toledo. One of them
took place on January 8, when E. C.
Sibberson, D.D., of Topeka, Kan., again
presented his unique work among the
deaf, mute and blind, to the Lutherans
who had assembled in Glenwood Lu-
theran Church to hear him. Later in
the evening, Dr. Sibberson spoke a sec-
ond time before the Luther League at
Hope Church, the Rev. R. G. Schulz, pas-
tor. Mr. Herbert Fischer, president of
the Luther League of America, was also
present, and immediately after the ser-
vice, Mr. Fischer and Pastor Schulz
left for Philadelphia to attend the an-
nual meeting of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Luther League of America.

A second opportunity to learn more
about the work of our great Lutheran
Church will come to us on January 18,
when the National Lutheran Council
will hold its annual meeting in St.
Paul’'s Lutheran Church, the Rev. S. C.
Michelfelder, pastor. On January 19 a
banquet has been arranged, giving an
opportunity for Lutheran pastors and
interested laymen to meet our distin-
guished guests.

Following this gathering, on the eve-
ning of February 2, Gunther Ramin, or-
ganist at the Church of Saint Thomas,
Leipzig, professor of organ at Leipzig
Conservatory, and organist of the
Gewandhaus Orchestra, Leipzig, will
give a concert recital on the famous
Casavant organ in the Church of Saint
Francis De Sales, Toledo. Saint Thomas,
Leipzig, is the church where the great
John Sebastian Bach was organist and
cantor two centuries ago. Many Lu-
therans in Toledo plan to attend, among
them the Rev. Frederick Otto, pastor of
Christ Church, who is especially inter-
ested in Bach music and uses it exten-
sively in his congregational services.

On Wednesday evening, February 8,
Leander S. Keyser, D.D., until recently
a professor in Hamma Divinity School,
Springfield, Ohio, will begin a series of
three lectures at Reformation Church,
where the writer is pastor. Having spent
more than twenty years in elassroom
instruction, and having an intense per-
sonal love for the Word of God, we know
that Dr. Keyser's addresses will inspire
all those who hear him. His lectures
conclude a two weeks’ program of evan-
gelistic services which will be preceded
by more than 2,000 individual calls and

the distribution of mon ¢
in the Reformation Parish

Activities in O
Mingled with all these excelle
tunities are the man activities.
churches. Since somi. of these g
to cor(;le, we will tell you of eye
passed. On January 8 C itherss -
Church had for its guesth:ipaukhth‘g”
Evjen, D.D., professor at C A
lege. Pastor Otto has organized g
Choir. The choir made its first appear
ance recently when the pastop ],,j
charge of a service in the Nurseg Home
at Robinwood Hospital.

On the same evening, an eight-reel film
portraying the life and work of Dr, Mar.
tin Luther was shown at St. Paul's [
theran Church. The presentation was
sponsored by the Brotherhood of the
church. The Lutheran Inner Mission
Society of Toledo made more than ope
thousand children happy when it g
tributed toys and clothing to the under-
privileged children of our city. It might

be of interest to know also that ou
Mayor, Honorable Addison Thatcher, fef
more than 12,000 men, women and chil-

dren at a free Christmas dinner and they
exceeded that number at a dinner served
on New Year's Day. No questions were
asked, anyone who came was fed.
The Jewish children of Toledo were
also remembered by our missionary, the
Rev. Harry Rubenstein. during the
Christmas season. Twenty-six children
and four mothers were present at the
Christmas exercises. Recitations, piano
and violin solos given by the children
were a part of the program. Mr. Louis
Reusch, a member of Trinity Lutheran
Church, and treasurer of the Jewish Mis-
sion work in Toledo, told the Christmas
story to the children. A gift and a box
of candy were presented to each child.
Divinity Lutheran Church, the Rev.
K. J. Bishop, pastor, announces that it
will hold the first of its monthly church
night meetings on January 16. The
church council will provide a program
and other entertainment. The meetings
are being planned for the whole mem-
bership to promote fellowship and fo
give information concerning the work
of Divinity Church. 4
The January meeting of the United
Lutheran Pastors’ Association was held
at Olivet Church, the Rev. A. L. Ander-
son, pastor, on January 9, with a large
number of the brethren present. During
the current month, many annual congre:
gational meetings are being held in the
various churches with elections of Of-
ficers and the recording of the years
activities, These are so numerous that
we cannot take space to mention them.

Turning the Corner

With the passing of the old year f_”!‘t’
seems to sense a new feeling and sP“’t‘P
spreading over the city. Wh}le the lfrauﬂ
lems of poor relief are st_uI] as ﬁeile
as before, and while there 1s no de 1:1
assurance that things are on tl?et ‘?;
grade, yet there is a feelm§ tha
finally turned “that corner 1;1!; 8
Year’s Day. Many of our churc St
comed the New Year with midnig! \
vices and of course by regular ¢



turn will reflect
iness, Toledo mer-

. the holiday business
dvance of 1931. It is
that 1933 has
lhnoex: and better year
‘But whether or not that
it to be a positive fact
Toledo eran pastors are ac-
the chll‘ll:lhge of the day and
o the Good News with Spm‘t-
tic zeal. This alone wny]l

us of a blessed New Year. We
& " God that He has given us strength
A our burdens and to carry forth
:Hnri with a smile and a joy-filled

jeart.
* [HE OXFORD GROUP

CANADA

(Continued from page 2)

fif, uneasy regarding these thipgs,
wight definite information by interview-
g seven of the leaders, including Dr.
fuchman. He summarizes as follows:
~ (1) They do profoundly accept and
'h;pldllm salvation through the ﬁmsh?d
*wrk of Christ, and cleansing from sin
Fihe atoning precious blood shed on

i
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! livary; (2) Witnessing for Christ is
{ie main feature (based on Acts 1:8).

- lud they are as definite, vital and mag-
wic as was the testimony of the woman

i Sychar, the blind beggar, Zacchzus,
ful; (3) Rejoicing in Christ is the
miin trait of their Christian characters.
Iy believe with Paul that “Christ
iilh in me”; (4) Obedience to His
uly, inspired Word—written and re-
teled—is the lodestar of their redeemed
I They walk by faith. Their motto
1:fGod guides and God provides”; (5)
T confession of faults to one another
I!lud.on the teaching of James 5: 16.
Writer adds: “The note of reality
lllt!le ring of genuineness and joy
Mating through this little band is so
ing; that, I believe, is the secret
Power as soul-winners.” An-
“l'.lrll‘ter in The Canadian Baptist de-

‘ ‘ ‘It is a movement within the
::es. It makes no attempt to
the thgol?gical opinions  or

o affiliations of anyone., The
' Group believes in taking Christ
intlnmd attempting to put His pre-
D Practice. It aims at making
the first century practical

g l::h + + « They insist that
Plan for every one’s life and
Plan is unfolded to g person
a surrender of his life
'+« the Group seeks to solve
o a‘“ﬂ tie, social, moral and
SHNg the individual to be
fellowman.”

Meetings
They shun
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lic meetings there is little to suggest a
religious service—no hymns, Secripture,
nor general prayers. All that belongs to
the church, they say. All excitement is
eschewed. There is no attempt to work
on the emotions—just a plain, matter-of-
fact witnessing. Each speaker gives his
or her message quietly, naturally,
earnestly. “They simply, humbly and
joyously narrate what the Christian life
means to them and herein is their
power.” The one absorbing passion of
the Group is to make “life-changers.”
Their characteristic mode of work is
through the “house party” of from a
week-end to two weeks, to which people
come through friendly invitations, where
the Bible is intensively studied daily, a
“quiet time” of prayer and meditation is
spent every morning, and personal ap-
proaches are made for surrendered lives.
They “share” each other’s experiences
and accept without reservations what
they believe to be the daily “guidance”
of the Holy Spirit. For the house party
and guidance they quote Luther, who
said, “Those who intend seriously to be
Christians and confess the Gospel with
hand and mouth ought to put their
names down on a list and meet alone in
a house with prayer and reading—and
other Christian work. . .. Here would be
no need of much and elaborate singing;
here a simple concentration on the Word,
on prayer and love would be sufficient.
When such rich and good thoughts come,
one ought to stop all other prayers and
make room for such thoughts listening
quietly and hindering them by no means.
For then it is the Holy Ghost Himself
who preaches. . . . Be still and listen
to Him who knows better than you. And
keep in mind what He preaches and
write it down. Then you will experience
miracles. So far Dr. Luther.

Six “Harmful Features”

The Oxford folks pray and then listen
twice as long for God’s answer, which
they jot down in a note book. Later they
compare notes and eriticize the whole in
the light of the Word—Ilest some “guid-
ance” should be found to be out of har-
mony with the Word and therefore not
of God. They insist on absolute obedience
to this guidance. That there is danger
of excesses here no one will deny. One
critic lists six “harmful features”: (1)
Centering the thought on sin; (2) In-
culcating morbid introspection; (3)
Overemphasis of sex problems; (4) In-
sistence on listening for divine guid-
ance; (5) Substituting for intelligence
emotional sub-conscious urging in re-
lationship with our environment; (6) A
warping of the personality of the in-
dividual. He thinks the Group dis-
parages by implication the entire Chris-
tian ministry. Another critic finds “ap-
palling snobbery,” but there seems little
ground for such a charge. One writer
is fearful because so much money is
spent by the Group without published ac-
counts of any kind. But here it is pointed
out that the Group never asks for money.
No offerings are taken, no subscriptions
are solicited. Money comes. I am told
one man in Hamilton gave a personal
cheque for $5,000. Gifts are constantly
brought in. The Group says that is

25

God’s way of providing for them in their
work.

Well, what of it? I have written at
some length because of the great im-
portance that has been attached to the
movement in Canada. Pages and pages
of space have been devoted to it in the
religious and secular press, but so far I
have seen nothing in the Lutheran press.
I have read much of the literature of the
Group in a cautious—in fact, critical
frame of mind. I have attended some
of the public meetings. I have found
what seems to be very earnest vecple
with a very definite message. Their
challenge of absolutes is the challenge
of the law—absolute honesty, absolute
purity, absolute unselfishness, absolute
love—; it is the challenge also of Jesus:
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
With that challenge they convict of sin.
Jesus is the only remedy for sin. The
Christian life consists in full surrender
to Him and in His zeal for the conver-
sion of souls. They talk much about
“life-changing.” Do they leave the im-
pression that they rather than God are
doing the changing? So it sometimes
seems. A great Toronto preacher de-
clared that he did not like to hear so
much about what the Group was doing;
he wanted to hear more about what
Christ has done. Is there a dangerous
emphasis on human works and too little
said about the grace of God? The lead-
ers may be true but undoubtedly there
are dangers that lesser minds may
seriously misplace the emphasis. There
is this to be said, however. The Group
urges personal evangelism in the congre-
gations, under the leadership of the pas-
tors of the churches. Each church and
each congregation can make such use
of the Group’s example as it finds con-
sistent with its own position. One Lu-
theran pastor said, “We need to be
stirred up, and if the Group has done
the stirring it has done us some good.”

ORGANISTS HONOR RAMIN

Gunther Ramin, organist for the last
fifteen years at Bach’s historie church,
St. Thomas’ in Leipzig, Germany, was
guest of honor at a dinner given January
11 by the American Guild of Organists
in the club rooms of the Beethoven As-
sociation, 65 West Forty-fourth Street,
New York City. Mr. Ramin intends to
return to Germany on March 2, after
making a concert tour of the United
States.

Among the speakers who welcomed the
visiting organist were Dr. Otto Kiep,
the German Consul General in New
York; Charles H. Doersam, warden of
the guild; Dr. Heinrich Jordan, German
Vice-Consul, and the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Trexler, president of the United LI.J-
theran Synod of New York. Mr. Ramin
responded in German, which was trans-
lated by his wife. About fifty persons
attended.

“If a man can keep his faith in God,
all the poverty that ever crowded a
into a garret cannot keep him f:
mansion prepared for him.”
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CHRIST LIVES AT THE
ALMSHOUSE

Joy and Thanksgiving Is Expressed
as Poor, Lame and Blind Share
in Communion Sacrament

The Communion of Saints became a
very real thing to the Inner Mission
workers in a special way recently. Spe-
cial visits to the folks at the Allegheny
County Home at Woodville and the City
Home and Hospitals at Mayview brought
thrills of real joy that will not soon be
forgotten. For the special purpose of
these visits was to administer the Sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper to these
folk who are separated from their
churches and pastors.

They Know Its Meaning

It was nothing less than a holy day
for these people. Men and women who
have been life-long members of the
Christian Church, and who are now sep-
arated from their former associations,
feel the lack of this holy privilege.
Others, who have been won for Christ
during their stay in the hospital, are no
less appreciative of the privilege of
sharing in this holy experience. They
know its values. They are aware of its
deep significance and its blessings. And
they came to the table of the Lord with
the sincere desire to commune with Him
who is their hope.

Nurses and Attendants Share

Previous announcement had been made
to individuals so that they could prepare
their hearts. Officials and nurses co-
operated splendidly in bringing patients
whom ‘they knew were hungering and
thirsting for spiritual refreshment. More
than this—nurses came to the table of
the Lord with their patients. At May-
view a group of Lutheran girls in
nurse's training, accepted the invitation
to commune. Separated from their home
churches, faced with long hours of duty
that prevent their coming to Pittsburgh
churches, they expressed their gratitude
for the privilege to satisfy their spir-
itual desire.

First Trip to Hillcrest

The day at Woodville was opened in
the Hillerest Sanitarium for the tuber-
culosis patients. Here the services were
conducted in each ward and the com-
munion administered at the bedsides. In
some wards only one or two expressed
the desire to commune. In other wards
little groups were gathered. OIld and
young participated. One group consisted
-entirely of young women.

Chapel Services for Home

Patients

Patients of the home departments
‘gathered in the chapels in larger num-
bers, where the full communion service
was conducted. Here the oneness in
Christ, the Communion of Saints, was
evidenced. White and black were there.
Men and women came on crutches and
in wheel-chairs. The blind were led by
trusted friends. The aged and the ecrip-
pled-—all degrees and kinds of human
need were there to kneel at the table of
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the Lord. Many lingered after the ser-
vice to express their gratitude. Several
women told us they had fasted all day
in preparation. Others told us how they
had prayed days before. It was not
cold formalism for them, but a holy ex-
perience that b;ought joy and peace.

From Bed to Bed in the Hospitals

Throughout the afterncon the blessed
journey continued through wards and
rooms of the various departments to
minister to individuals and little groups.
An aged grandmother wanted to com-
mune—the first time she had done so for
many years. One group was made up
entirely of colored women, and many
were the Amens and Halleujahs as the
pastor read the service and administered
the sacrament. In a larger ward an
aged blind woman spoke incessantly dur-
ing the service in a foreign tongue. The
nurse told us she is Lithuanian and no
one can understand her. Every few
words of her harangue were punctuated
with “father” and we surmised she
sensed what was happening. She would
not be quiet. Then the pastor put the
wafer and wine to the lips to learn if
this was what she was trying to ask for.
Instantly she was quiet and bespoke her
gratitude by patting and kissing the
hand of the pastor. She wanted to be
included in the table of the Lord. Though
blind to the world, she was not blind to
her spiritual needs.

And so these wonderful days passed.
Four hundred fifty men and women
shared with Him and with one another
this holy experience. Seventy-five services
were conducted in which Pastors Bruce
Shaffer and Edgar M. Waxler and a
group of volunteer workers assisted the
institutional pastor. Nor were the bless-
ings all left behind us, for we had re-
ceived as well as given. The workers
shared the feeling as they journeyed
home—truly Christ lives in the alms-
house. This is one of many blessed ser-
vices which are rendered by yvour Inner
Mission to the men and women in the
by-ways of life. A. W. S.

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN
BROOKLYN

The Inner Mission Society of Brook-
lyn and Vicinity says that the Christ-
mas spirit was never more happily and
generously displayed than this year. The
institutional director and the Welfare
Committee were busy, and looked out for
many institutions, homes and individuals
in entire families. “It was a real in-
spiration to go to so many institutions
and homes and bring the message of
Christmas and the Christ child. The
dinners and the Christmas party ar-
ranged by the committee were a real
work of love and mercy to make those
who need assistance feel that the church
is not forgetting them and that the Inner
Mission Society was prompted by the
spirit and example of the Master to give
to others as He gave when He was here
on earth.”

“The large number of beautiful toys,
fruits, flowers, candy, etc., that found the
way into the Center manifested the

kindly spirit and interes
Christmas offering }
helping the staff to hel
forced to knock at the do
and ask for assistance.”
and other organizations aic .
taining the children, !

“I Want to Thank You" 1

Three little girls were asked for |
families where there were no small chil.
dren. There was no difficulty in y
the children, and the following
was received from one by the Superip.
tendent, Harry D, Newcomer, D.p..

“I am the little girl you senttos'M
the holidays at home. T sure hady
grand time and received many Very nies
presents and every one so nice to me
I am so glad I could go. I want ¢
thank you for letting me go as it wis
so nice to be there. I will long remen.
ber this Christmas.

“Your little friend”

A Friend of Children

Anqthm' note of interest we quote
herewith:

“One of our pastors came to the office
and said he had a man who last Christ.
mas had reverses and therefore had 3
very sad and trying Christmas, but
during the year had a ‘good break’ ina
position and wanted to give sixty chil
dren a Christmas party with nice gifts
and good things to eat, and asked us to
furnish the children. We had no dif-
ficulty to secure the children and could
have gotten many more. Friday, De
cember 23, at four o'clock, we had all
the children in the chapel at the Center
and had the pastor, the man who made
the suggestion and his friend here in a
service of Christmas carols, scripture
reading, prayer and a talk for the occa-
sion by the pastor. The president of our
board, Mr. Stussy, Jr., and Dr. Brown
were also here. After the service the
gifts were distributed and it sure wasa
happy time for the ‘kiddies’ and those
who made possible the occasion. We feel
sure that the thoughtful and kind bene-
factors got as much joy out of it as the
children. All went away truly thanlfful
for the happy occasion. We publicly
thank the pastor and his two good
friends.”

FAMILY WELFARE IN
PITTSBURGH

The Pittsburgh Inner Mission Societt:
of which C. E. Krumbholz, D.D, &
superintendent, and the Rev. A. W
Stremel, institutional pastor, reports 3
number of interesting activities in con
nection with the Christmas season. Frfhm
The Inner Mission Worker we quote t¢
following article telling of the nchwtle;
of the Family Welfare Department..ﬂ
which Mrs. Alfred Stroud is the head:

“Again Lutheran Church groups
individuals showed whlllt thg :l“
when they set themselves
Men’s clubs, hool ~ classés

Sunday s¢
young people’s grou

ps, and conntle:l;
dividuals came to the rescue o of

i bare
children whose homes were
Christmas gifts. Seldom have we had



Shristmas we
in the Pitts-
r unemployed
us. The room
he agent of the
»an to arrive not only
Joads, one group in
oh Wilkinsburg, contrib-
500 toys alone. New dolls
" le with broken legs and arms,
‘ .ﬂdﬁn toys needing minor
' bicycles and children’s chairs,
' and doll furniture, paint sets
es. blocks and horns, and balls,
games came tumbling into our toy

}!

Unemployed Men Volunteer
rs set to work with a
g fmmhe:llg:d and repaired, sorted
i vrapped, they tabulated and marked
 yundreds of individual articles. Finally
4y made up packages for the families,
i the particular wishes of the chil-
i had been ascertained from their
. Day after day the Inner Mis-
«n trucks, private automobiles and big-
yarted men and women and children
gt bundles and boxes of toys and
4l into our office. Our fondest hopes
e exceeded the week before Christ-
us. We were able to provide for many
imdred more children than we had first
‘ided. In fact, at least a thousand more
s were collected and distributed than

v had ever given away before.

Happy Children

“We scarcely know how to thank our
iy friends. If they could have peeped
khind closed doors of bare homes on
(iristmas morning to see the happy
Ight in children’s eyes as lowely dolls
wire clutched hungrily to child breasts
ud shiny toys were eagerly pounced
uon by children who were almost afraid
b face Christmas Day, our friends
wild need no word of thanks either
::;hns ﬁr f;or;l tear-filled eyes of
s who tried in vain to prepare

ﬁ:lr;hnldren for an empty Chrpist:)nas.
i This whole issue of The Inner Mission
vrker would be too small to list all the
“Hnzations and individuals who pro-
e both: tl;ouunds of separate articles.
nd- of stuffed animals and dolls
m as far away as Albany, N. Y.

x;a um]e fx:om every part of

ad Ve Vei::is:i :ama, Eastern Ohio,

twas a truly i
great demonstrat
o sympathy anq love for children. e

"1'&? Garments Distributed
e &hh were being sorted and

workers -
stackg : were busy with
h’t& hi"“ This is a truly dif-

u Slies must be right, as well
joile material. ~ Bundle " after
y | under-
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“It has been a great joy to us to act
as the agent of our many friends to dis-
tribute this clothing where it is most
needed.”

Young Lad Makes Toys
We are particularly happy to tell of
the Christmas gifts of a little lad in one

of our Sunday schools who used the
spare money he saved to buy little tools
he needed to make wooden toys for the

Inner Mission to distribute. He set up
a regular toy shop in his home and
finally persuaded his dad to help him
paint and assemble the toys he had made.
He is, we are sure, destined to be a real
Inner Mission worker all his life. He
has made a fine start. The things he
made with his own hands brought much
joy to some of his brothers in need in
homes less fortunate than his own.

Unusual Christmas Gifts

Six persons were provided with eye
glasses. These gifts were especially pro-
vided by contributors and a Lutheran
optometrist.

An artificial limb was provided for a
eripple.

A spinal brace was procured for a
mother of a large family.

Special shoes for erippled feet.

Tonies and doctors’ prescriptions for
chronie invalids in fifteen families.

Special diets for diabetics.

A month’s rent for five families.

Goloshes for nine children.

Shoes for nineteen children.

Coal stoves for six families.

Carolers Visit the Hospitals
Throughout Christmas Day Lutheran
choirs visited the hospitals according to
a schedule arranged at the Inner Mis-
sion office. Everywhere they received a
genuine welcome, and gladdened the
hearts of hundreds of patients with their
glad carols. We wish we might be able
to tell in detail of their experiences. It
is enough to note that this service
rendered in the name of the Babe of
Bethlehem hallowed the day for those who
sang and those who were cheered by
their visits. It is regretted that because
of sickness and the unusually heavy
schedule under which the church choirs
worked on Christmas Day, several hos-

pitals were omitted from the schedule.

Institutional Department Gains

New Pastoral Assistant

The removal of the Rev. Bruce Shaffer
to Freeport has made necessary his re-
tirement as an active worker in the in-
stitutional department of the society.
For several years Pastor Shaffer has
served as an assistant in the weekly
visits to the city and county homes. He
has endeared himself not only to the
workers but to the inmates of these in-
stitutions and will be greatly missed by
all. His efficient and warm-hearted ser-
vice has been greatly appreciated by all
with whom he has worked. We wish
him many blessings in his new field of
labor and assure him of our continued
interest in his work.

The Rev. E. M. Waxler, pastor of
Christ Church, Knoxville, will take the
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place. left vacant by Pastor Shaffer in
our institutional work. Pastor Waxler
has already proved his zeal and effective-
ness in this work by visits he has been
n}akmg during December. We welcome
him heartily to a place beside us in the
ranks of institutional workers.

ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILA-
DELPHIA INNER MISSION
SOCIETY

The Inner Mission Society of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Phila-
delphia, Pa., which conducts the Hospice,
the Settlement, and the Martin Luther
Neighborhood House, reports its
activities during the last three months
of 1932.

The Hospice has thirty men in res-
idence. The capacity of the house is
sixty-five. During the convention of the
United Lutheran Church they opened
their doors to clergy and lay delegates,
who found a comfortable home and good
meals here. A delightful Christmas din-
ner was served December 15, at which
Mrs. Joseph Schantz, widow of the for-
mer director, was present, and general
good spirit prevailed.

At the Settlement numerous groups
were entertained at parties either at the
Settlement or in various churches. Two
little girls were made happy by being
entertained for a week in the home of a
family during the Christmas season. The
Settlement staff held a pre-Christmas
dinner party. Kind friends generously
provided for the event. After dinner
games were played, gifts opened, and
carols sung. The churches, organizations
and individuals were most generous in
providing Christmas baskets and stock-
ings filled with candy, toys, etc. A total
of 108 baskets were distributed, and in
some instances food orders and clothing
were given. There were three hundred
present at the Settlement Party on the
evening of December 21. A very suc-
cessful pageant was presented twice on
Christmas Day by the young people. The
Mother’s Club contributed $100 to the
Settlement and $10 to the Lankenau Hos-
pital. The attendance at the clubs and
classes continues good. The Senior
Luther League sponsors one service a
month at the Home for Colored People
which is much appreciated.

Christmas passed pleasantly at the
Martin Luther Neighborhood House. The
first celebration was that of the Junior
League on December 21. Miss Esther
Bechtold and several juniors from other
leagues of the Philadelphia district en-
tertained the leaguers. On the twenty-
fourth the kindergarten enjoyed a party.
The general celebration took place on
Christmas night in St. Peter’s Church.
A happy assemblage of all the classes,
the Sunday school, and congregation
gathered around the brilliantly lighted
Christmas tree for the service. The
Christmas story was told in Seripture

and carols by the little folks; the
Seven- .

juniors dramatized the scenes.

teen baskets of groceries and
the contents of which had been

were distributed among needy f

| e
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LENTEN REQUISITES

THE LENTEN SELF-
DENIAL ENVELOPE

- Leaten
Self-Denial
Offering

An especially designed, substantially
made white envelope, printed in purple
with a device for recording daily offer-
ings. An inexpensive envelope that pro-
duces large returns. Size, 3 x 5% inches.

Price, 60 cents a hundred.

MY LENTEN DAILY SELF.
DENIAL and EASTER
OFFERING BOXES

These boxes are made of heavy card-
board with tin top and bottom. The
slot in the top is constructed to pre-
vent coins from coming out.

Size, height—2 inches; diameter—21%
inches.

Price, 5 cents each; 50 cents a dozen,
postpaid; $3.50 per hundred, delivery
extra; $3.75 per hundred, postpaid.

Size, 2 x 2% inches,

Tracts
WHAT LENT MEANS TO A LU-
THERAN. Tract No. 13. By F. R.

Kr}uhe!. A short, pointed treatment of
this subject that will lead to a proper
understanding of the significance and
value of Lent. 20 cents a hundred.
A LUTHERAN LENT. By J. R. E. Hunt,
D.D. Why the Lutheran Church ob-
serves such a season and how it may
be employed most profitably is the
message of this six-page tract.
$1.00 a hundred.
THE LUTHERAN USAGE OF LENT. By
E. E. Ortlepp. An instructive pam-
phlet that goes into considerable detail
on this subject. Paper. 15 cents.

THE UNITED LUTHERAN
PUBLICATION HOUSE
1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa.
860 N. Wabash Ave.

Chicago

1617 Sumter Street
burgh Columbia, S. C.
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN
THE ITALIAN MISSION,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

St. Peter’s Italian Mission in Philadel-
phia was the scene of an impressive ser-
vice on Sunday afternoon, January 8,
when it commemorated the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the beginning of its work
among the Italians. The Rev. C. P.
Swank, S.T.D., vice-president of the
Inner Mission Society of Philadelphia,
addressed the congregation in English,
and the Rev. Joseph Pannetti, pastor of
the Presbyterian Church of German-
town, in Italian.

The vicinity of Ninth and Reed
Streets was settled by a people who were
the descendants of English, German and
Scandinavian forefathers. Because of
the two latter races, St. Peter’s Church
found a mission in their midst and
flourished.

Twenty-five years ago a peaceful in-
vasion of the parish took place. Swarthy
men, sturdy women and cheerful bambini
swarmed into the surrounding streets.
The sound of a strange tongue was
heard on every hand. The Italian im-
migrant had come to South Philadelphia
bringing with him the customs and tra-
ditions of his home across the sea.

“They of Italy salute you,” was not a
welcome sound to the ears of the old
American residents. They left the neigh-
borhood and sixteen Protestant churches
left with them.

What was St. Peter's Church to do?
Follow its members to West Philadel-
phia? God answered the question. One
Sunday afternoon, unsought and unbid-
den, a black-eyed, curly-headed boy
wandered into the Sunday school.

“Who brought you?” he was asked.

“Nobody; I comma myself.”

“What is your name?”

“'Angelo')l

A Pastor’s Wife With a Vision

Angelo—Angel, he was well named,
for he brought a message from God:
“Feed the flock of God which is among
you,” I Peter 5: 2. Then Mrs. Lillian
Weaver Cassaday, the wife of the pastor,
had a vision: An Italian Lutheran
Church!

She spoke to St. Peter’s people. They
said, “Impossible!” She spoke to the
church at large and they said, “They are
Catholies; you never can do it.”

Undaunted, she spoke to some friends
and on the Feast of Epiphany, 1908,
with Miss Anna P. Hess as teacher, they
opened a Christian kindergarten in the
church with ten children in attendance.
The school grew and waxed in strength
and numbers, necessitating the calling
of another teacher, in the person of Miss
Emma L. Hess. As the school grew,
activities grew. There were added a
sewing class, a Bible study class, a mis-
sion study class, a boys’ club and a
Luther League.

When the children returned home and
sang the songs and repeated the stories
that they had learned and exhibited the
things which they had made, the parents
became interested. They came and
asked, “What have you for us?”

Converts Becom

Here was the first rea
children understood Engi
parents did not and the ¥
know the Italian tongue.
opened the way. A young
ister of another communion
N. Y., became a convert to Ly
ism and, after taking a special
in the Philadelphia Seminary, wag g,
dained and installed as past:;r “E
Peter’s Italian Church, QOn W
evenings he preached on str
and invited his hearers to c(e:rtmc?m
church on Sundays. They came in good]
numbers, but ere their mempership w.z
secured, Pastor Neyroz was called t an.’
(.)thor ca_t,\l' aful another problem hag pre-
sented itself.

Professor Weldon, teacher of lan-
guages in the University of Pennsyl.
vania, was secured as a lay reader and
conducted services for a year. One Sup
day night an ex-priest of the Roman
Church, passing the church, was g
tracted by the singing, and upon read-
ing the signboard entered, became inter.
ested and returned. He, too, becamea
convert to Lutheranism, and after tak-
ing a special course in the Philadelphia
Seminary, Dr. August DeBenedetto was
ordained and installed as pastor.

In the meantime the kindergarten and
other classes had outgrown their quar
ters in the church, and 1333 South
Ninth Street was purchased with $500
in cash and $4,500 worth of good Lu-
theran faith and dedicated as the Martin
Luther Neighborhood House. Today
there is no indebtedness.

Mrs. Cassaday, after several vears of
aggressive work, went to her eternal re-
ward in 1914. This left the mission
without an administrative head and a col-
lector of funds, Mrs. Cassaday had also
built up an extensive greeting card busi-
ness which needed management.

Mr. Harry Hodges was constrained to
sever his business connections and take
upon himself Mrs. Cassaday’s mantle
After serving in this capacity for sev-
eral years, he was called to be execu-
tive secretary of the Luther League of
America.

The Church Realizes Its
Opportunity

The church, now realizing that missiqn
work among the Italians was a possk
bility, took over the support and man-
agement of the congregation, the Inner
Mission Society of Philadelphia assum-
ing charge of the Neighborhood Housé
under the direction of the Rev. G. H
Bechtold.

Miss Mary Hunter was made managet
of the Greeting Card Department, which
is yet a factor in the raising of funds
Later the entire work was assumed by
the church. 3

When Dr. DeBenedetto was called
another city, the Rev. L. O. PomP;‘:
was called as his successor. Whe; tln
Pompana was called away 1n 1925, X
Rev. Michele Renzetti, the present P

, assumed charge.
tOYSt. Peter’s Eng%ish Lutheran Cl;":t
having lost most of its members Uii W
moval, resolved to disband. The o
Lutheran Church, having come 1N
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preparing for the ministry, and two sons
are now in the ministry,—the Rev. Dr.
A. R. Wentz of the Theological Seminary,
Gettysburg, Pa., and the Rev. Charles A.
Shilke of Oakland, Md.

LOVIS C. TIFFANY

S EVD:] LS
CORPORATION
46 WEST TWENTY-THIRD STREET

NEW YORK
STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS & MOSAICS
| CHVRCH DECORATION

INDOOR MEMORIALS
OVTDOOR MEMORIALS
MAVSOLEVMS

MENEEI;Y BELL CO
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BELLS

Rooms for visitors.
WASHINGTONO D- C' “In the Heart of
Things.” Central. Near station, Capitol, Con-
gressional Library.—Mrs. L. L. Kendig, 120 C
Street, Northwest.
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For nearly five years the Rev. J. B.
Lau has been pastor of the North Car-
roll Pastorate, composed of Lazarus
Church and Jerusalem Church, Bach-
man’s Valley.

eagertown, Pa. The churches of
Ye{sdrwwn. Lutheran and Methodist
Episcopal, are co-operating in a ff_:ur
weeks’ union evangelistic campaign
which began January 2. During the
first two weeks the local pastors alter-
nated in preaching. During the last two
weeks there will be guest preachers from
various churches in Mifflin and Juniata
counties.

Each evening there were special
musical numbers: chorus, choir, octet,
quartet, ete., by visiting musical or-
ganizations. A combined choir of the
local churches and a special song leader
led in the singing of gospel songs.

Each night, thus far (January 9), the
interest and attendance has been in-
creasing. The Rev. Ralph L. Wagner is
pastor of the Lutheran congregation.

York, Pa. Christ Sunday school, the
Rev. Gerald G. Neely, pastor, on January
1, presented a gold medal to each of the
following in recognition of half a cen-
tury’s service as teachers in the school:
Dr. George E. Holtzapple, Mrs. Sarah E.

The Contest

HE contest is open to members of
the United Lutheran Church only.

Manuscripts sent after midnight,
March 1, 1933, will not be considered.

Three judges chosen by the Board of
Publication will determine the winners.
Their decision will be final. Announce-
ment of winners will be made by the
Board as soon after the close of the
contest as possible.

The two prize manuscripts become
the sole property of the Board of Publi-
cation. Other manuscripts will be re-
turned only if return postage has been
included.

Only one story may be submitted by
any one writer.

Prizes are $500 for the best manu-
seript, and another of $200 for the
next best manuscript written and sub-
mitted in accordance with the rules
announced.

THE RUNG LEGACY PRIZE CONTEST

Closes March 1, 1933, at Midnight

Do you remember the rules?

Manuscript must be marked “Rung Iegacy Prize
Contest” and sent to

THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION

THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

The Manuscript
T must be in story form—historical,
educational, missionary, or on some
practical aspect of Christian life.
Must have helpful, wholesome, Chris-
tian thought.

Must be original. Translations are
barred. Must be in good literary form
and popular in style.

Must be not less than 70,000 words,
nor more than 80,000 words in length.

Must be typewritten, on one side of
paper, double-spaced, with ample mar-
gins on either side of type-page. Must
be unfolded.

MUST BE MARKED WITH A “NOM
DE PLUME” OR OTHER SPECIAL
CHARACTER ONLY.

Name and address of author, title of
manuscript, “nom de plume” or other
special mark must be sent in a sealed
envelope marked “Rung Legacy Prize
Contest.”

Must be sent prepaid and return
postage enclosed.

Peters and Reinhardt
awards were made by
president of the York
School Association,
sons have been memk
day school for fifty year
Anna H. Messerly, Mrs,
Mrs. Alfred Hueter, Miss Rl
Mrs. Mary Sauppee, Mrs, Lee
Miss Sue Oaks, Mr. and Mrs,
Wecker, Mrs. S, H. Gotwalt Mus,
Fif,{(!nl't-‘ Mrs. Sarah Heuter,'lﬁu %
Reever, Miss Lulu Horner, H, g, ""
man, George E. Wilt, Charles D, 7‘

William Aubitz, and Mrs, Mingle g
Seacrist. A splendid record! A
SYNODS

The seventy-third annual i
Georgia-Alabama Synod wi]lcol':evmum io:h
Church of the Resurrection, Augusta, Gg &
Rev. W A. : Reiser, pastor, February 7.9, L,
opening service with sermon by the Presiden .
the Holy Communion will be held Tuud:;d
800 P. M L. Boyd Hlmm'h‘

The one hundred eighth ann i .
the Evangelical Lutheran Svnod?llszzua(‘fh.ﬁ‘
will be held in Mt. Horeb Church, Chapin, §
the Rev. H. S. Petrea, pastor, January u.r&
ruary 1 The opening service will be held
7.30 P. M., Monday, January 30, .

will be preached by C. A. Freed, Dlmm
of the synod. The Holy Communion "ri]n.u.
ministered at the opening service.

Thos. F. Suber, S

The United Evangelical
North Carolina will hold its g:em;lml'dm
ninth annual convention in Mt. Moriah
Church, China Grove, N. C., February 7-10. 8.
mon and Holy Communion on Tuesday February
7, at 7.30 P. M. J. C. Diets, Sec

OBITUARIES

_Clemen. On January 8, 1933, the Rev. Paul F.

Clemen was called to eternal rest in Waterbury,
Conn., at the home of his daughter. He was active
in the ministry until three years ago, when be
retired because of ill health. He was a membe
of the United Lutheran Synod of New York

Pastor Clemen was born July 9, 18 &
Gehmen, Germany. He prepared for the mh-
istry at the Seminary at Kropp, came to Ameria
in 1898, and was ordained at Alleghany, Pa, i
St. Thomas® Church, where he was pastor mii
1900, He then served parishes in lowa, and i
1909 came to St. Paul's Lutheran Church in
Bridgeport, Conn. He remained here ten yean
and then became the first director of the L
theran Home for the Aged in Southbury, Conn
Here he remained for eleven years doing fthe
pioneer work of the Home, until his health foresl
him to retire from the active work. He movel
to the home of his daughter in Waterbury, Conn.,
and became a member of the First Luthera
Church, the Rev. M. J. Lorenz, pastor.

He was married June 22, 1900, to Miss Els
Holst of Germany, who, with a daughter and 1
son survives him.

Funeral services were held January 11 at the
home of his daughter, where the Rev. Mi
Voelker of New York City was in charge At
the First Lutheran Church in Waterbury, the
service was conducted by the president of
New England Conference, the Rev. H. H'ckml:]
of Hartford, Conn. Addresses were made b’*
Rev. H. Stippich of Seymour, Conn. and &
Rev. Martin J. Lorenz. o Soolhe

Interment was made at the cemetery In |
bury, Conn. The services at the grave were &
ducted by the Rev. E. Hingkeldey of Hlldﬂ-lﬁ""
Conn. M.

% e
Holstein. On December 15, 1932, the be
Justus F. Holstein, Ph.D., auietly fell a;m:‘
his home in Brooklyn, N. Y. In May e |
suffered an attack of embolism which
of his speech and impaired his wllkll]'l_l inﬂ!hl
use of his right arm. Bravely and bedl:' ot
carried his cross. Until about “nbuutnﬂ'*
his departure he could be up and al her st
beginning of December he bad an
attack, which caused his death. o4 o e
Dr. Holstein was born July 1, .l‘u“l;.w
Westphalen, Germany, the son of elﬂIM
and Minna (nee Wenthrup). m'he .M*
was secured at Bielefeld. Later to Anet
Gymnasium at Minden. In 1884 he
jea with his parents and s
The ETmSee y;enr ]1et g:ﬂlﬂ
ological minary a .
tion he accepted a called to the congregsti®

| 4




which were given
le testimony. Filled
of the Kingdom of
! the New York Min-
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Y. His widow and h:;
Mina nitt, Anna and
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churech of Mrs. Holstein, St
venue, Brooklyn, N. Y._. where
“geting pastor” during the
the sainted Dr. Heischmann. He
the beloved and honored friend of

York University as a
wt,n:n'd in 1915 was honored
degree Doctor of Philosophy. He

g tin and wrote his doctor’s thesis
#uhﬁ)lt. “Rites and Ritual Acts of the
Religion.” It gave evidence of very high
and was very favorably rated by the
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asmittee on degrees of New York University

uﬁ(::ﬂn kind request of the family his
J. G. F. Blaesi, D.D., officiated at the

December 17, 1932, at his late

77 Midwood St. The interment took

18 ‘in Greenwood Cemetery,

N. Y., with his pastor officiating.
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was a devoted and faithful
fitting resolutions. He was an
holarly in his attainments, an
tnm'n:er. a lt,)'yll and devoted member
s ynod and conference, a stalwart defender
faith, and deeply devoted to his Lord and
even unto the end. His pastor paid him
4 fiting tribute basing his remarks on John 3: 2,
e know that thou art a teacher come from
i," applying these words with a deep sense of
werence to his departed friend and brother.
Roth,
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J. G. F. Blaesi.

In these days when the plaudits seem
women who achieve something in art
literature, on the screen or in feats of daring,
something spectacular or unique,
* Emight be well to stop for a moment to pay
tbate to 2 woman of outstanding Christian char-
wer and charm. In the passing of Mrs.
B. Roth of Greenville, Pa., a beautiful
ended, but her influence will last for many
, talented, charming, yet
unassuming, self-forgetting, she
from day to day untouched by evil,
putting the most charitable construction
action everywhere, finding no fault,
lamentation. Like Dorcas—*This
of good works and alms-deeds,
This neighbor of mine did her
with all the stress of bringing
ily, which alone is a task that
courage and daring as well as self-
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hilus B. Roth, from the Lutheran
inary at Mt. Airy, Philadelphia,
s called to serve the Utica congregation,
tel;ﬂfel! jn love “v!vith his organist,

n, and marrj her October 7,
continued to serve the congregation at
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he now lives in retirement— "The
an of Thiel College,” beloved by all.
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425 SO. FOURTH STREET

Dr. F. Melius Christiansen, director of the
world-famous St. Olaf Lutheran Choir

In the well known St. Olaf Choir Series by Dr. Christiansen,
there are several anthems arranged expressly for Easter and Lent.
These numbers are especially suitable for the church choir of
We welcome the opportunity to furnish free sample
copies together with our new graded catalog of Sacred Music.
An interesting booklet entitled “The Choir Directors’ Guide,”
by Dr. Christiansen, will also be mailed free of charge. When
writing, please state how many members you have in your choir.

AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

She came of a family that was active in the
work of the Lutheran Church. She was a veritable
pillar in the church. Born February 20, 1852,
she was soon afterwards baptized and later as-
sumed for herself the baptismal vows taken by her
godly parents, when she became a confirmed mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran Church—the only congre-
gation she ever served, but served so well and
faithfully.

For long years she taught the infant depart-
ment of the Sunday school. There are many now
active in church work who, in no small way, owe
their high idealism to her consecrated service and
teaching. She was a mother to the congregation
she loved so well. She was a charter member of
all present auxiliary organizations of the church
—Ladies’ Aid, Woman’'s Missionary Society, and
the Luther League. Never, unless ill, was she
absent from any service held in the church. The
mid-week prayer services must have been a source
of help to her for when rain made the attendance
small, she was one of the few who was sure to
be present.

She was always good to the parsonage family,
as every living pastor who ever served the con-
gregation will testify. Former children of the
parsonage, now men and women, will look back
gladly and remember her womanly and Christian
virtues.

Funeral services were conducted in the church
by her pastor, the Rev. Snyder Alleman. Inter-
ment was made in the town cemetery. S. A.

Voigt. Andrew George Voigt, D.D., LL.D., was
born January 22, 1859, at Philadelphia, Pa., and
entered into rest in Columbia, S. C., January 2,
1933. He was the son of Andrew G. and Cath-
arine (Dehnhardt) Voigt.

He received his A.B. degree from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1880, and after attending the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Mt. Airy and
the University of Erlangen, Germany, he was
graduated by the former in 1883 and was or-
dained by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania® in

the same year. On January 10, 1884, he mar-
ried Miss Clara M. Eisenhardt of Philadelphia.

His first charge was at Hainesport and River-
side, N. J., 1883-1885. He was called as pro-
fessor of modern languages and as professor in
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in connection
with Newberry College at Newberry, S. C., in
1885, and occupied the professor’s chair in that
institution from 1885 to 1889 and again from
1892 to 1898, after serving as acting president of
Thiel College in 1889-1891. In 1808 he became
pastor of St. Paul's Church, Wilmington, N. C.,
and remained in the pastorate until 1903, when
he was called as dean of the Lutheran Theological
Seminary, then at Mt. Pleasant, S. C. He con-
tinued in this capacity with this institution when
it removed to Columbia in 1911. He resigned as
dean, effective January 1, 1933, but was to con-
tinue as a member of the faculty.

Dr. Voigt is survived by his widow; one son,
Prof. Gilbert Voigt of Wittenberg College,
Springfield, Ohio; and three daughters, Miss Clara
Voigt, librarian of the Public Library in Kansas

City, Mo.; Mrs. Charles J. Shealy of Cameron,
8. C.; and Miss Caroline Voigt, teacher in
Columbia.

Dr. Voigt was recognized as one of the lead-
ing Lutheran minds. His writings were published
in “The Lutheran Commentary on the New Testa-
ment” and “The Lutheran Encyclopedia,” and
other Lutheran publications. He wrote two books,
“Why We Are Lutherans,” and “Biblical Dog-
matics,” the latter of which has been used as a
text book at the seminary. He was on the
editorial staff of The Lutheran Visitor for several
years, and has served on various boards of the
Church.

A profound thinker and a deeply religious man,
Dr. Voigt was also tolerant. Of gentle and re-
tiring nature, he was the embodiment of gentle-
manliness. He was both loved and respected by
the entire community and his death comes as a ]
loss not only to his friends but to the Lutheran
denomination. (For further details and apprecia-
tion of his life and work, see pages 3-5.)
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The Lenten Season 1is at ][-I

OUR NEW PUBLICATIONS
LENTEN DEVOTIONS

ON
THE HISTORY OF THE PASSION

Prepared by STANLEY BILLHEIMER

A pamphlet of daily devotional aid for the Lenten season, which

LENTEN because of its excellence and simplicity, and because of its inex-

e, pensiveness should find its way into all the homes of our congre-
- gations.

RS ARTIRY-OF The daily devotions include a suggested section of the Passion

THE PASSION

| History, a Scripture verse, a meditation, a stanza of a hymn, and
| a prayer for each weekday of Lent, but for Ash Wednesday and

P—
| Sundays a Scripture lesson is suggested instead of the section of
murroumens | {  the Passion. History.

The whole has a devotional, spiritual, meditative tone and is most
carefully prepared.
Price, 10 cents each; 60 cents a dozen; $3.50 a hundred.

Services for Special Days
BEFORE THE CROSS

A Three-Hour Devotion for Good Friday
Prepared by PAUL ZELLER STRODACH

A thoughtfully prepared service for this most sacred day. It
is truly devotional in nature, and if the directions are followed,
the whole service will move smoothly and be very impressive.
The service is liturgical, harmonizing with our liturgical prin-
ciples; is divided into seven parts centering in the Words from
the Cross, with hymns and devotions complete. It is suggested
that the meditative addresses on each of these Words be limited
to seven minutes. The service may be conducted by one minister
or by a group.

We suggest that all who are considering a Three Hour service
on Good Friday give “Before the Cross” thoughtful considera-
tion.

Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $10.00 a hundred.

DARKNESS — DAWN — DAY

An Easter Service With Pageant
By SISTER PEARLE LYERLY

A worshipful service for the church school or others, express-
ing the true Easter spirit. As the effectiveness of this service
depends largely upon proper preparation, special hours for prac-
ticing, not interfering with the Sunday teaching period, should
be arranged for. The pageant includes pupils from all depart-

Darkness —Dawn - Day

ments.

An bamber Servace wiih Pageant”

By beter P | ey

An unusual service with a truly religious value.
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DEVOTIONAL
BOOKS !
IN THE PRESENGE

Prayers and Meditations for the Q Howr

of Remembrance and Devotio,
Holy Lententide e

By PAUL ZELLER STRODACH

_“There is something about these medits.
tions which reminds us of the enduring deve-
tional classics of the past. The author tresds
the Lententide way in humble spirit and
with reverent feet. He speaks of its mysteries
in. chaste, adoring language. Whoever reads
this book cannot escape soul searchings nor
can he fail to contemplate his Saviour, These
meditations lead us into heart communion
with God. The beauty of expression, the litur-
gical uplift, the arrangement of material, the
typographical appearance, all seem to inyite
us to come apart and worship.” Cloth. $1.00.

MY SAVIOR
By GERHARD E. LENSKI

A popular devotional manual with forty-
seven short meditations based on the Passion
of Jesus, for daily use in Lent. The medits-
tions are simple and heartstirring and the
truths they contain are clear and convincing,
Cloth. 75 cents.

HIS GLORIOUS HOUR

A Passionale
Prepared by PAUL ZELLER STRODACH

A small book of private devotions follow-
ing closely the narrative of the Passion His
tory, from our Lord’s agony in the garden to
His triumphant resurrection.

Each of its sixty devotions is conﬁnfd_t"_‘
single page, and includes a very brief b""“{
ture selection, a short prayer of a fer“:.
contemplative nature, and a recurring se

tence prayer of adoration and thnpksli"ld"'li'h
The intrinsic worth of its mat_enal_. an Axs
handy size in whic

inexpensive form and Y
this book is made available, commend 1 -
Lenten devotional work whose use thebzrs o
would do well to urge upon all mem

- v ':j'_'. : ) Price, 8 cents each; 60 cents a dozen; $4.00 a hundred. "i”'mf;’:{f’?ﬁ“ﬁi:?;-y paper. Price, 20 cenls 8
ia copy; $2.00 a dozen.
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