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otES WORLD
Il GROSSROADS

by Michelle Sanden Johlas

hen she was growing up in Fargo, North Dakota,
Ruth (Johnson) Sovik didn’t dream of working

and living abroad. But she has spent most of her
adult life doing exactly that.

As deputy general secretary of the World Council
of Churches, Sovik will address the American Lutheran
Church’s general convention in Minneapolis later this
month.

Last August, Sovik was appointed one of three
deputy general secretaries of the World Council of
Churches (WCC), an international ecumenical orga-
nization that counts some 310 church bodies, including
the ALC, in its membership. Sovik is one of only two
women to hold such a high administrative post in the
WCC.

Dr. David W. Preus, presiding bishop of the ALC,
says Sovik is generally considered the “‘key staff per-
son” after WCC general secretary Emilio Castro.

“Ruth is exceptionally prepared for such respon-
sibilities, having grown up in ALC parishes, being ed-
ucated at St. Olal College, and spending her life in
service to the church,” Preus says. “Ruth is the fipst
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She is ane of the
lop leaders in
the World Council
of Ghurches.

ALC member to hold such high office in the World
Council. We are thankful to God for her contributions
to the global church of Christ.”

Sovik, who lives in Switzerland, attends the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Geneva. She has served on
the evangelism, worship, youth, and Sunday school
committees of this international congregation, but she
still considers the ALC her home.

“The ALC is my home church. [ grew up in it,”
Sovik says. “‘I was educated by it. | have worked within
it—in its youth movement and later as a missionary.”

International experience
Her international experiences began soon after she
graduated from the ALC’s St. Olaf College in 1950.
“I grew up in the Middle West; I was born there,”
Sovik says. ‘I went to school there, all the way through

Ruth Sovik emphasizes that Christians are to carry “the promise
God for a new heaven and a new earth to people who may

o ow God by his name. It is part of our mission."

not kn
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college. Aqd [ belong to a family of teache;
pected to teach, and I expected very like|
the Middle West.” y
‘ Irfstead, s.he and her husband, Arne, hoey
sionaries. ““I didn’t really decide to g0 to Workcame<
My husband was born of missionary Paremm
had served as a missionary in China d“rins'a d
years. He returned to that area of the world agn:[he .
with him—to Taiwan.” ‘ »dlye
The Soviks served in Taiwan from 1952 g |5
They then moved to Geneva, and Arne became g %
of the Lutheran World Federation’s mission dem
ment. It was there that Ruth Sovik first became-
quainted with the WCC. '
“We found ourselves in a small ecumenica| gy
munity,” Sovik says. “This community includeq
staffs of the World Council of Churches, the Wo
Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the Ly,
World Federation. In those days I was a full-time nyj
er and wife at home, but I retained my interest in
sion.”
Sovik continues, “Then, as the children v
growing up, it seemed natural for me to look forapa
time job. [ was fortunate enough to find a job, a
modest one, with the World Student Christian fedé
ation, working in the world student movement.
“From there, | moved on, at an invitation [t
the World Council of Churches, to join the Commisst
on World Mission and Evangelism as the editoria &
sistant for the International Review of Mission, g%
terly periodical put out by that commission.”
Sovik held that job until she, Arne, and lhelff“
children—Ann (who died in an airplane crash in (¥
eroon in 1977), Nord, Liv, and Nathan—aretumﬁd'i
the United States in 1967. She completed 3 m*‘s:f;
degree in English at Montclair State College " y
taught public high school in East Orange, Ne¥ l:ar“
during the 1970-71 school year. She says thét ymeﬂl‘
teaching during the “Black consciousness “1_0"?0 !
greatly influenced her understanding and vie¥
world. o
Sovik recalls, “I learned from the swdec[; ’
the world is put together. It helped me 10 uni 5 W
what Third World—First World rela icl:‘ o I
about. It taught me that I was an accomP i
oppressors whether | wanted to

580

10 fpart

be or not ST 4 |

. ilieu.
being born into the White American H:' :z ihe 9%
learned] not to be crushed by gUIlt- bu
time acknowledging my complicity.

Richest learning experience . o,

“I felt *peeled’ apart layer by layer yselflhrﬂuff
because of [learning] the truth about ™ o™
student reaction. [ began to understand TOYO e 1.1
and a lot of other things as well. | unders chetic®
en’s movement, and | became mor¢ symp l

n
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Sovik, statf moderator of th

ugh that experience, because something of the

basic mechanism exists in racism and sexism, and
ird World—First World relationships as well. That
Was the richest learning experience, I think, of my

When the Soviks returned to Geneva later in 1971,
i resumed her previous position at the WCC. She
& became deputy director of the Commission on
d Mission and Evangelism. Dr. Emilio Castro was
or of the commission at that time; he and Sovik
ked closely together.
E%Vik left the WCC in 1980 to become associate
"eral secretary of the World YWCA (Young Women's
Mistian Association). In 1983, she became its general
CTelary, During her tenure, the World YWCA iden-
dfive major issues that national and local YWCAs
¢ Working on around the world: health, environ-
0t and energy, refugees and migrants, peacc, and
’:"“ rights. It then wove together an international
*8round these issuyes.
_Her term a5 general secretary was scheduled to
Mtinue (g 1988, but a year ago Sovik was named to
| rrent position at the WCC.

s

e WCC's program unit on justice and service, meets with Dr. Emilio Castro, WCC general secretary. She
deputy director of the WCC's Commission on World Mission and Evangelism when Castro was commission director.

“The position was attractive to me when Emilio
Castro suggested that [ come to be the deputy general
secretary when he became the new general secretary
of the World Council of Churches,” Sovik says.

“I knew him and knew what he could do and knew
the gifts that he could bring to relationships with the
churches in the ecumenical movement. So I was glad
to join him and others to contribute my efforts, my
small efforts, to that important job.”

Seventy percent of WCC money

As deputy general secretary of the World Council
of Churches, Sovik is the staff moderator for Unit [l
on Justice and Service, one of the three program arms
of WCC. The approximately 100 people employed by
Unit II represent more than half of WCC’s program
staff. Of money spent by WCC on programming, about
70% fows through the justice and service unit.

The justice and service unit includes five subunits:
the Christian Medical Commission, the Commission of
the Churches on International Affairs, the Program to
Combat Racism, the Commission on the Churches’ Par-
ticipation in Development, and the Commission on

August 8, 1986—5
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Ruth Sovik (second from right) meets with some of her colleagues in
Kifle, coordinator of the WCC’s Refugee Service; Dr. Anwar Barkat,
of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service;

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs.

Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service
(CICARWS). Her unit also houses the Human Rights
Resource Office for Latin America. Unit IIs mandate
is 1o help the churches combat poverty, injustice, and

oppression.

Sovik points out that “the World YWCA, and

YWCAs in general, are very much engaged in justice
and service issues. They are, in large measure, engaged
in the same activities as Unit 11 of the World Council
of Churches. It’s another reason why 1 feel quite at
home in Unit II of the World Council of Churches.”

Help deal with problems
Sovik sees her role as moderator as a coordinating

and advisory one. ‘It is not I who plan the program of
commissions,” she emphasizes. *‘The staff and the di-
rector plan the programs of each of the program sub-
units. 1 have an advisory role; 1 attend commission
meetings; | am consulted on questions where they
would like to have the advice of the general secretariat.
for bringing subunit directors together
deal with its problems. I'm involved
matters in the unit.”

I'm responsible
to help the unit
in all personnel

6—The Lutheran Standard

director of

Churches, including (left to right):
to Combat Racism; Dr. Klaus Posen
d Ninan Koshy, director of the

direclor I

the World Council of
the Program
Sovik, staff moderator; an

In addition to her duties as staff mo
says as deputy general secretary she monitors fﬁ'alm: |
ships in churches and ecumenical organization’ mAS‘:
and North America. She also “helps out in ot ¢ Waj'l
with concerns that move the whole World Councl nh;
confront the whole of the World Council.” A ane
example of those broader concerns is South Afnc;alxs

One of the major emphases in Unit [I thes "ol
is “Justice, Peace, and the Integrity © Creatto™ 10
JPIC for short. Sovik plans to discuss this at (¢ Wil
general convention. She says this empha-5l5|955'
launched at the WCC’s Vancouver Assem Ern'ff'T
when representatives asked all churches— "~ v
bers and nonmembers as well—to join a7 effor ot
enant together to further the caus¢ of peac® e ¢
together on questions of justice, and care for'
tion.

Sovik recalls that the WCC gen
out invitations to the churches, asking them! ol
what they are doing on peace, justice, a0 ¢
issues. The ALC’s response, she says. shows
has been doing “'very good” work on! et
some time.

rY
eral secr®! M




: stians.”

Wik has been devoting much time to the JPIC
i, "This has been challenging, extremely in-
g, extremely satisfying,” she says. “One of the
| find heartening about the JPIC effort is that
bild Council of Churches is not inventing a pro-
L is not creating something that it is trying to
the churches.
fact, the movement for peace, the movement
ce, the movement for nurturing and caring for
onment, are large, popular movements found
out the world. What we are doing—what we
ping to do!—is to encourage churches to enter
gartedly into those three popular, absolutely es-
tfforts and make their own unique contribu-
o these efforts.”

jat for the future
ik believes these three movements are ‘‘re-

d and the future of the very cosmos.” She also
% Lhese are issues upon which the churches, to

this, in some ways, in a mission perspec-
says. “The task given to the church is to be
_of the promises of God to humankind. God
sed a new heaven and a new earth through
I Jesus Christ. Our response to that promise is,
#L 10 enter the struggle for justice and peace and
4 of creation. So as Christians we join more
_1more visibly, in the three popular movements
% against the three enormous threats to hu-
— Ve are bearing with us the promise of God
" heaven an a new earth to people who may
W God by his name. It is part of our mission

Thallonal dialog is something Sovik finds stim-
rOru;\lf\forld Council of Churches provides the
leg 5, or that, she says. Sovik says churches in
i this ales are viewed as “‘very important part-
A ‘alog. especially now. o
the lives of nations and societies, and
eech"rches, are related as intimately as they
Same sociopolitical-economic system, we

Christian congregation can live out its
gosion without heing conscious of the fact
il IS part of a world community of

need each other more obviously than we ever realized
before. And with the U.S. government playing such a
major role in that system, then partnership with the
U.S. churches is perceived as extremely important by
all the other churches of the world.”

Work together for better world

Sovik doesn’t think the WCC will gain many more
member churches in the coming years, but she does
believe its influence will grow. “‘I think back to the time
of the formation of the ecumenical movement, just af-
ter World War II, when the world was heavy with an-
guish, with disappointment, with despair. The church-
es, after those long years of division and pain and
animosity, needed to find one another and work to-
gether for a better world. We are, perhaps, at a cross-
roads not unlike those crucial days at the end of the
"40s when the World Council of Churches was first
formed.

“If the churches can truly work together on some
of the issues that plague the world—and threaten to
plague it fo death—we have in our hands astonishing
riches, a tremendous strength, an enormous respect-
ability to put at the service of those issues, plus vast
resources of trained and experienced leadership which
could make all the difference in the world’s having a
future at all.”

Sovik reiterates the importance of connecting our-
selves, as individuals and churches. “We have to, in a
world movement, see that the problems in our back-
yard are very often related to what is happening in
somebody else’s backyard. We are all part of the same
system, and therefore, in partnership, in a common
commitment to one another and the world. Christians
can be sources of healing and a fuller life for al]
people.” =

Michelle Sanden Johlas is assistant edit
Lutheran Standard. olenol The
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Sometimes seeking to do God’s will
means going against tradition.

CAN WOMEN
REALLY
BE PASTORS?

by Marilyn S. Breckenridge

Life is made up of decisions; we have choices to

make every day. But sometimes others try to make
these choices for us, telling us what we can and cannot
do. The Natural, a movie popular in 1983, deals with
this tension between our own choices and decisions
and those that others try to make for us.

It’s the story of Roy Hobbs, a man who possesses
all the talent necessary to be a great baseball player.
He leaves his Nebraska farm home filled with the in-
nocence of a farm boy and with hopes of becoming a
baseball player, the best ever. But on the eve of his big-
league tryout, something happens that prevents him
from playing baseball in a major league for 15 years.
By then Roy is considered too old, and the coach
doesn’t plan to play him. He will let Roy sit on the
bench.

The film isn’t really about baseball. Baseball just
happens to be the vehicle that carries the message. It’s
about dreams, desires, and an undefeated spirit. It’s
about sticking to your principles even when it seems
everyone else abandons theirs. It’s about choices be-
tween good and evil.

The film ends when a man, considered too old to
play major league baseball, proves himself_an outstand-
ing player and an outstandm.g human being. In theo-
logical language, the ending is a moment of grace.

Overcoming limitations .
Do you remember times when'you l_aawi: experi-
enced a moment of God’s grace? Times in life when
all odds were against you, and you were able to
: 2
HriUTPE e it was by the grace of God that a lttle
over seven years ago, | was ordained into the Christian‘
ministry. I was called to serve at .Lulherfm C_hurch of
the Good Shepherd in Minneapolis. I believe it was by
the Holy Spirit’s leading that 1 was 35 years old when
| began my studies at the seminary.

8—The Lutheran Standard

At that time, there weren’t many female sty
at the seminary; not only was [ female, T was g
the oldest students on campus. Some considereg
too old to enter seminary. What congregation y.
call a middle-aged woman as its pastor? That ws
concerting, but even more disconcerting were the s}
ments people made because I was female. [ was i}
my place was at home and that I should let my hus
be the minister in the family. Even my son said, "
embarrassing to have your mother studying to k!
pastor! I'm not going to tell any of my friends."
sobering to me was the comment, “You know wcmuﬂ
can’t be pastors!”

Only female in class
I also had support. My husband encour.ﬂgfd’l
and I received support from many of the semmaf!]F:
fessors. I'll never forget my first preaching class—!
the only female. I felt the male students were c:~:
and a little afraid of me. They hardly talked ©"
the beginning of the quarter. s |#
Finally, it was my turn to preach Iﬂ;n »
member that my stomach was churning, m-‘l’, a qre
shaking, my heart was beating fast, and hTo”ﬂ] )
voice quivered. I don’t know how I got ! )

ilence. V"

sermon, but I did. Then there was dead‘ts Itlay sayiné
A"

uﬂ,daf“

Halvorson, the professor, finally broke .
would let you preach in my church any v
have a gift.” hear™,
I'll never forget those words. I ﬂeedej :ﬂose»«{
and so did the men in the class. | "eedemind [+
of encouragement because in my OlealoneP
sure women should be pastors either, I¢ “
ers, . hout ™, 4
I know some people have questloenssae “0&;;
being pastors. One woman told mtize ifa" <
whether her baby really would be baP that ever”
pastor did it, but then she remember®




iz | heard secondhand that ay 4 wedding |
: ,a woman leaned over to the person sitting
oherand whispered, “Do you suppose they really
ied?"" When someone called the chyrch and
jospeak to the pastor, the secretary asked, "“Pas-
Jzcor Pastor Breckenridge?”” The caller responded,
zal one. of course.” When I first came to Good
it was hard for some to call me Pastor Breck-

. Some called me Mrs. Breckenridge, others,

LA i .

Women in the ministry are still very much an jssye
some people. Not long ago 1 received a letter in
mail with a tract, “A Woman's Place.” The message
jn was ‘‘Women can’t be pastors!” I don’t blame
who have trouble with the idea of women pas-
.its still a comparatively new thing. But it does
me sad.

[t makes me sad when we try to limit anyone be-
s¢ of age, sex, color, or nationality. Too often we
ok, like in the movie The Natural, that because peo-
are a certain age, they are too old to play ball or
do certain things. Because a person is still a youth,
orshe can't take responsibility. Because a person is
oman, she should not be a doctor, the chief exec-

tlore ordination as clergy of the American Lu-
theran Church (ALC), candidates for the public
1y of Word and sacrament must be seminary
ales, be certified for ordination, and have re-
accepted calls to recognized pastoral min-
E During the past 12 months, 215 persons—
on this and the following pages—have been cer-
_" for ordination by the faculties of Luther North-
i Minary in St. Paul, Minn., Pacific Lutheran

Ogical Seminary in Berkeley, Calif., Trinity Lu-

-

':).,,\:?s':'.,, Joyce L Amold

ertified for call
Ind ordination

Awbre
X Karen Asmus- g};"{&" sAe'minaryy Luth. N'western Sem Wa_nbur? Seminary Luth. N'western Sem
"“"g SQfBInaly Alsnasuermaw Central District W.N.D. District Ofkfﬁ; Support fo S. Wis. District
: ern District Trinity Sem| inistry
i omotyolslnc‘!

utive of a company, a manager, or a pastor. Because
someone is a person of color or disabled, he or she
won’t fit in our group. Because someone is a white
male he can’t be hired because of quotas. It's a sin to
limit people, to Jjudge them. It’s a sin not to use the
gifts of all people, whatever their age, sex, or color.

Doing God’s will

In the movie The Natural, Roy'’s father said,
“You've got a gift. But that’s not enough. You have to
develop yourself. If you just rely on the gift, you're
going to fail.”” As Christians we seek not only to develop
ourselves, but to do God’s will in our lives. We know
if we rely only on ourselves, we are going to fail. We
all need the spirit of Jesus Christ working in us for
good—helping us to be faithful to him, to be our best
selves, and to make the right choices. And we need

‘One woman told me she
wondered whether her baby
really would be baptized if a
woman pastor did it. . . .’

theran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, and Wartburg
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa.*

*There were other graduates of these schools, besides those pic-
tured here, but some chose to delay application for certification and
others are pursuing vocations other than the ordained ministry. This
is a listing only of those certified candidates who have received
district assignments. Information for this listing was provided by the
ALC's Division for Theological Education and Ministry, the Office
of Support to Ministries, and the four ALC-related seminaries.

Sharon R. Baker

Philip A Barker

Paul D. Bambeau
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Jesus Christ—his forgiveness and his grace

in the midst

make poor choices. whenwe "

~Sometimes seeking to do God's will means going
against tradition. Sometimes it’s going against family,
h'u'snds. and cven the laws of the land. Sometimes it’s
domg something we never thought we could do. It’s
scck{ng to become a baseball star at the age of 34. It's
hearing God's call to the ordained ministry even if you
are a woman. It's living by your principles even when
others don’t. It's not giving up when something or

someone gets in your way, when you fail or make a
wrong decision.

Jesus Christ came to free us from the bonds of sin. ;
Sex, age, or color do not have to limit us. It is not our L
sex, our age, or our color that counts, but what God SRS
has done for us in Jesus Christ. =

Moarilyn Breckenridge is associate pastor of Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd in Minneapolis and
author of Jesse Tree Devotions: A Family Activity for
Advent.

- DIFFERENCY

e ni ht, 1 . )
late On¢ Es <ith friends:

cam tio

i onversa’’t that
ml?atany difference in the church

ake ”

n ordained- " gefense of the church

p have se to . d in-
iately O the justice and 1n
. and 1 spoke . : and cele-

A

cn, onor
g dergv™ s involved when we h

s that God's people. -
b : L ;g}f;ggﬁl!‘y&, put does it or will it really
1 v ’ a .
y Connie Kieingyilt ™ iference?” d those of
e e]abﬂ);m o recall stories—mYy own an
¢
a;ﬁf{l\:gzl:rr:;ed a small, rural parish for about
€

s, She was the only pastor four-efnd—a—h.alf-
: e)lr;aMi.chael had known. After a Eucharist service,
c;:xc! Jooked at his mother and asked, ‘‘Mommy, can
, too?”’
»ma i‘:ﬁ;, and Becka love to play church. They
arenge the living room and bring in chairs for “the
ke They turn the piano bench on end for the
pit. Then they take turns tying a pillowcase around
kir shoulders and preaching.
Sarah, 00, likes to play church. When she is the

(&
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» question came up late one night, in the midst

of long: intimate copversatlo_ns with friends:
it really make any difference in the church (hat
o have been ordained?”’

Iimmediate]y rose to the defense.of the church
ergywomen, and 1 spoke of the justice and in-

ness that's involved when we honor and cele-
all the gifts of all God’s people.

as challenged: ““Yes, but does it or will it really

o any difference?” _

| began 1O recall stories—my own and those of
clergywomen.

Betty had served a small, rural parish for about
cars. She was the only pastor four-and-a-half-

old Michael had known. After a Eucharist service,
sel looked at his mother and asked, ““Mommy, can
be pastors, too?”’

Kate, Laura, and Becka love to play church. They
nge the living room and bring in chairs for ““the
le." They turn the piano bench on end for the

it. Then they take turns tying a pillowcase around
shoulders and preaching.

Sarah, too, likes to play church. When she is the

or, she plays ““body of Christ.”” She gives everyone

in the room a piece of cookie and some water, faithfully
saying, “Body of Christ,” for both elements. She has
learned well. She skips over her dolls with, “No, you
can’t have any. You're too little.”

When | visited friends just before my last move,
I was explaining to their five-year-old daughter that I
wouldn't be her pastor anymore. She asked who would
be. In my adult wisdom, I explained that Jim, the other
member of our pastoral team, would remain as pastor.
With all the indignation a kindergarten student could
muster, she retorted: “I know that. But who will be
our girl pastor?”

Does it really make any difference that women
have been ordained? At least for those children, the
answer is yes, yes, yes! ®

Connie Kleingartner is a coordinalor for
congregational life for the ALC's lowa District. Yer
office is in Charles City.
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When getting
a new pastor. ..

OTHER SIDE
OF THE FENCE

by Polly Redner Ross

tion: Sunday school teacher, part-time
dren’s choir director, choir memp
school teacher, and women’s supp.
I'm not expected to furnish a pie for ¢
join a women’s circle (my particular re,
perfect kids. When my children we
attended evening events. My husbang
and somebody besides a baby-sitter ha
and nurture the kids.

Some of my clergy-spouse friep
so fortunate; nor, in other circumst
pastors’ spouses—and most of us are
ably more unlike than alike. We just h
someone who was or later became
terests and even our religious back
mously. Worship is special for me
of marriage, it is still hard to sit thr
sermons without wondering what

I chose my part-time career,
me great personal satisfaction. Yet, when we o
will have to start at the bottom both professionall o
financially—and that isn’t a bright prospect, by
job gives me friends outside the congregation ani;
chance to be known as a person on my own. It 4

your congregation is getting a new pastor, you're
probably excited about the prospect of a new min-
istry and a new family in your community. But without
being presumptuous, let me share some thoughts from
the “‘other side of the fence.”

I'm a pastor’s spouse. I'm 40 years old and for the
most part enjoy being a pastor’s wife. I have a college
education, my own part-time career, two kids (a pre-
teen and a teenager), and a good marriage. We have
lived in the same town for 10 years, and we own the
house we live in.

I get compliments for my work in the congrega-

yet after 1g e
ough my hugpyy
people are thinkiy o
and my work bmp

lre l.
h, that W&y the

¢ nOUgore |nvolve are

s m C
0 want 10 % nd and 127 Jove
g 'Jngrelhat I do (ion- hUus the salar)’ or €
er, vacaﬁo,:“v § o Ongrqga he tWO f have
group |, "y ol " o't iF life i
ey, 401" holi

i L e
e::::;l), b and a musicial s%r: y day
alway, ar;, ed to B Organllefvwiv s are sl;f}" irllt I'm lon¢

d 10 g, re pasto™ o ole difficult:

Y by ho & o other

0ng mos ; but Fee€
the eaChlﬂg’

ds haye ot b, 4 {11 pand | , V‘; tthat arca. Like m&
ances, Was | ‘ a;efe madequa?z ! ¢ FOU

; ; v 3 . . nistry,
WIVES~arg B ¥ an, Ot 151]1 sband’s parish minis 3, tion

appeneq o, f, e s of my hut king friends
ordai rly year it was hard ma d 40 |
ained, Oy quently, ! ldren. I'm move |
grounds vary ;, b vemo" down with little children. alw

; A : [ like to
g ir friendship, but 1 I off,

bu sianers oferrethlel[';y to be friendly with all con
o e tion. Don't take a lack of per-

eE? ! thei
8 '.so(fi::‘; C:,ri]tg}: rie or any other pastors spous,e e
: Rf;ctﬁon [Em just different from your last pastor’s o
eion.
i | have different needs. ; on.
Leoy visiting the homes of mem'bcrs of our
“pecially now that our children are older. eve
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wrwngfcgz‘[ion doc‘fsn‘l Pay enough, that we're
# stic. or that I don’t want to be more involved
l;ife of the congregation. My husband and | are
put you don’t hire the two of us for the salary

oné:

married to job .
am a leader. an organizer, and a musician. Some
frends who are pastors Wives are shy and find
‘postess with the mostest” role difficuly. I'm
d as a teacher, and I love teaching; byt other
ors' wives feel inadequate in that area, Like me,
married a man, not his job.
" [nthe early years of my husband’s parish ministry,
we moved frequently, it was hard making friends
j being tied down with little children. I'm moved
parishioners offer their friendship, but I like to
+ my own friends. Yet I try to be friendly with all
abers of the congregation. Don't take a lack of per-
wal friendship with me or any other pastor’s spouse
argjection. I'm just different from your last pastor’s
ii:; | have different needs.
I enjoy visiting the homes of members of our con-
gtion, especially now that our children are older.

But with more and more women working outside of
the household, the days of dropping in are over. If you
are serious about wanting us to visit, invite us. We’d
love to come for dessert, to have an impromptu picnic,
Or even to watch your son or daughter play ball. We
have no extended family within 1000 miles, so at times
life is lonely for us. We're awfully busy before religious
holidays such as Easter or Christmas, but on the actual

day we may be home “recovering” and feeling a little
lonely.

Feeling trapped

My favorite holidays are Memorial Day and the
Fourth of July, because my husband has no official func-
tions on those days. My husband works far more than
40 hours a week, but we have a regular day off and
always take it. Sometimes we leave town on our day
off, and at other times we take the phone off the hook.
Some of our clergy friends don’t do those things, and
their spouses feel trapped. Maybe thats one reason
clergy divorces are much more common now than 20
years ago.

An adolescent recently asked my husband if he
ever sinned. Small children in the congregation confuse
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member that she may be grievip,
friends and trying to adjust. Byt
you'll likely discover a person With gif O%
well as needs and hurts. Bllis g

I'm proud of being the wife of
in part because | now have a lot of ;
I look around, I get nervous, because
spouses who don’t have the privilege
gregation—and | wonder what the
pect of me.

Pray daily for your pastor’s wife, W, al
it. Accept her foibles, and she’ll be fopeyes

g Oover [hc IU'\‘
et to kpo. |-
Jr'
!.'li-‘
LUlheran K
Eedgm. EUl\;‘
[ see gy,
SLdojp ;|
EXU parigh

When your church

calls a pastor, a . - TEver ﬁ*’
spouse and children Tell her she is appreciated. Remember, yoy calla;r:
often come along. As ouse and chi "y
e et and often a sp children come along Yooty

a great deal of power
to make life better for
them all.

a lot of power to make life better for your
spouse. Sometimes we just have to be mor scm:,
to the situation. ® :

him with Jesus, since both wear robes, read the Bible,
and have beards. But children don’t confuse me with
Jesus.

If your new pastor is gone when you phone and
his wife doesn’t want to be a substitute “resident coun-
selor” and may not even seem especially friendly, re-

Polly Redner Ross is a piano instructor g (x
Rock, Wash., where she is a member o/ & 71
Lutheran Church.
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ome from
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; p Alberto Pereyra

- jimes | have bcggcd the Lord
" the same petition his disci-
: “:d. «Lord, teach me to pray.” |
: |hle Lord has answered that re-
. byt nol quite in the way | wanted.
\hen | first came 10 the Uml‘ed
. (rom Argentina, many pastors in-
L me (0 prayer meetings. | was em-

d. because | knew few words in
&+ and my colleagues used beautiful
~ They prayed like poets. My shy-
nd little knowledge of English al-
s hept me quiet when people prayed.
ibeved | never could pray in English,
e deepest part of my heart still re-
aud (0 Spanish.

Larry A. Koger Paul M. Kopka Keith Kreitzer Larry L. LaFond
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_ My Lord did not teach me a new way
with words that led me to be a poet. In-
stead, my Lord taught me to sec the peo-
ple—their problems, their happiness,
their whole lives. When 1 find my neigh-
bor. I find a new theme for prayer.

‘ I talk to the Lord about “my kids”
in the gang; about a person named Israel,
who could not find a job; about Richard,
who is dying of AIDS. Carmen is going

to the hospital; her husband had a heart
attack.

Life’s themes

The Lord gave me eyes and ears. He
did not give me words like a poet. He
showed me that my life is full of themes,
which I then turn into words and talk to
him about.

[ pray to my Lord like this: Jesus. 1
walk slowly until 1 reach the white bed
in the blue room on the fifth floor. José
is breathing with difficulty. Jesus, do you
hear him?

They shot him three times last night
in the dark streets of my neighborhood.

Deborah C Nesheim

Nobody knows . . . but everybody knows.
Nobody talks . . . but everybody knows.
Do you know, Jesus, who shot ;'osé_? 1
know that you know, but it is not im-
portant. His pulse is weak. Only the ma-
chines help him. His life is ebbing away,
drop by drop—like yours on Calvary.

Lord, José is too young to die! He
has three children who are playing at the
fire hydrant. He has a young wife who
lovingly cooks rice and beans for them.
O Lord! I ask you to spare José’s life. |
ask you to guide the hands of the doctors
and nurses so the bleeding will stop. |
ask you for José. Please bring him back
to the street corner, to the factory, to the
game of living. Jesus . . . Will you please
stop José’s bleeding? Amen.

Kathy fed upon you, my Jesus! She
knelt down, wearing her beautiful white
dress. Her light blue eyes looked forward
to your coming to her young soul.

The altar was very colorful. The nu-
sic filled your temple, and Kathy, with
her pure white dress, knelt at the altar

Leslie E. Leppien
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and confessed you in her precious, young
soul.

O Lord! How easily you enter nty
little Kathy! Because the kingdom of
heaven belongs to her. You chose to die,
broken in bread and poured in wine,
while Kathy lives for your grace.

Yesterday, my little Kathy came
again, without her white dress. She was
looking for you, my Lord. She knelt
again. She looked at me, she smiled, and
her pure soul was nourished by Christ.
Lord, will you feed my little Kathy again?
Amen.

Prayers are important in people’s
lives, but the most important thing is to
find a way of communicating with God.
This is not precisely the God *‘beyond,”
but God, my personal friend, a person

who is close to me. To talk and walk with
God should be easy for people who trust
in him. I trust my wife, my children, my
colleagues, my doctor, my lawyer. Why
should it be so difficult to trust and talk
to God?

Pray with our hearts

The words that we use to pray need
not be different from those we use in
daily life. We don't have to be so schiz-
ophrenic when we pray; we don’t have
to change our tone of voice and use spe-
cial words. We can just pray with our
hearts and express our feelings and emo-
tions.

Lord, I have a terrible headache. To-
day is not my day. Give me peace and
love. I need your strength.

My baby ... Where is my baby? O
Lord! I had an abortion. Where are you
now, Jesus?

Thanks, Lord, for this beautiful eve-
ning. I met Maria.

If we focus our prayers on the reality
of our daily life, the presence of God in

our lives is more real
praying to God wop'y
in a place where we,
have access.

The picture from | '
help me find the Gog "'l’;{::iisd““t
Instead, I look to Martha's“,ocam'%
if you had been here, my bmlhe:‘
not have died” (Johp 1:21) L
set his human Presence ﬂmo;lm

ask hip, .;

Make ¢ fog
as Sinner\_ ti.—l-'

we can talk to him ang
tion as Martha did.

I'm convinced tha il we
find a God who can help us
we have to adopt Martha ap
can help us by walkin
same path. m
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1 THINK

~ | NEW CHURCH: YES!

“God has led us to this
new day. | hope we
seize the
opportunity.”

by Robert W. Kelley

thvanchical Lutheran Church in America

c1cA) will happen. It ought to happen. 1 will work
e that it does happen, for 1 remain convinced

.. this prospect of a new church is God’s will for

when the ELCA begins functioning January 1,
458, 1 hope our new church will be greeted with
ame enthusiasm and joy that was evident at the

Percy Piotr Pilch Marcia L. Pyle Timoth
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simultaneous conventions of the American Lutheran
Church (ALC), Lutheran Church in America (LCA),
and Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches
(AELC) in 1982.

Am 1 too enthusiastic? Am I naive? I think not.
I am so hopeful and optimistic partly because my
background in the faith straddles the Appalachian
Mountains. | have one foot planted in the LCA, the
other in the ALC. So I have personal reasons for
wanting this merger to happen.

I was baptized and nurtured in congregations of
the Maryland Synod of the former United Lutheran
Church (now part of the LCA), but I was confirmed
in a congregation of the ALC. I also was educated at
Capital University and Evangelical Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary, both ALC institutions in Colum-
bus, Ohio. | have experienced and have been blessed
by the fellowship and the faithfulness of both tradi-
tions. I am indebted to pastors and people in both
church bodies for their witness and ministry. Now |

. /i
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want to see my spiritual he
the ELCA.

More importantly, | have theological reasons for
working and praying for the ELCA’s birth. The
prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17—*"that they may
all be one”—remains a convincing expression of our
Lord’s will for the unity of his people. Recent study
in Ephesians has highlighted for me the strong ex-
hortation to the faithful to express their unity in
Christ,

Our shared heritage and our common confes-
sional base as Lutherans provide the prophetic and
apostolic foundation for acknowledging and express-
ing our God-given unity. We are one in faith; let us
be one in life.

True, there are some theological idiosyncrasies
that reflect our separate histories and our corporate
personalities as the ALC, LCA, and AELC. But only
an overstatement of the differences could constitute
a basis for saying we ought not unite.

ritage brought together in

Our avowed oneness

The argument that we can know unity in Christ
without institutional unification has merit. Yet there

also are times in the providence of G
of the church when we come {0 und 0- ang y,
stitutional separation often gives lheelr_ﬁtand thg
avowed oneness in Christ. Now is Sucﬁ to oy
Much has been written ang $po ena lime |
supposed negative impact that the proceabom b |
Commission for a New Lutherap Churc]:s ofllhg
has had on mission and about the “T‘Orrn(?\~ r
ishment of mission efforts in merged Chu: iy
But I am convinced that the CN¢ me:h‘ bog
of our contemporary mission, We o8t Sisg
house in order. And I am optimistic by Oﬁﬂ w
efforts in the new church will reflec not re[r My
ment but expansion. e
My study of Ephesians also has
me another conviction: While God 1,
continues to give gifts to the church,
gregation, no particular church body, ang 100 0pe
nomination has all those gifts. To be sure, eadhi
our three present church bodies has sufficiep iy
to foster and sustain faith and to empower Mty
and mission. But there are other gifts for miygy
that we deny ourselves in our solitary existencs |
three churches have many individuals who are s

ntensifieg f,
as given gy
NO singl g
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Steven K. Thorson Kevin Tracy

Luth. N'western Sem. Luth. N'western Sem.
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Andrew A. Taylor

Luth. N'weslecr1n Sem Hope
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Biliec e Ladysmith, Wis.

Mark D. Vinge
Luth. N'western Sem.
N. Minn. District

Robert E. Waters
Warltburg Seminary
lllincis District

Bruce A. Vold

Luth. N'westem Sem.
Fortuna Parish
Fortuna, N.D.
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| r three churches also have program,

Jilh spiritual and intellectual gifts ang who

ready has

eological-

a prag-

organi-

. and administrative gifts that will bess the
d“;rch- For example, the LCA pProgram known
o and Witness deserves broader exposure,

L ALC adult Bible study series, called Search, has

< bodies brings such a dowry of gifts
ifying to all.

&0

highlighted some of the enrichment we

gands our awareness of interdependence

Thomas D. Whay
Tnnity Seminary

Central District lowa District

Dean H. Wheeler
Pacific Seminary

editsell an important resource that will be an
s the new church. Each of the three me

rging
to this

a—persons, programs, skills, and styles that wij|

Recent debate over the CNLC’s Progress Report

will gain

e church body. Congregational life does not ex-
g the reality that is the church. Qur ALC congre-
jons will benefit from a view of the church that

and mu-

ify in ministry. At the same time, the new struc-

E‘f""’;-‘:' Vaage S!%piwn D. Van ‘P;Ivarri‘: b\t.:inci uerra day. The children, she said, were to sit “in the
N e w.;.l'gﬁ’ Seminary stoms e _ stinks.” Her grandmother asked her to repeat
Sioux City, lowa Central District Cranfills Gap, Tex.

Shelley Wicksirom

Wartbur:
N. Pac.

_Seminary
istnict at church?"

lures' will take into account the ALC and AELC em-
Phasis on the congregation as the basic structural
unit of the church. The end result will more fully re-
flect the truth, I believe.
. Issues of ministry will be the subject of a study
In our first six years together in the ELCA, and our
separate histories wil] again impel us to more expan-
sive thought and study. The church will be the better
for it. We may even come to some new understand-
ing of the meaning of ordination in our church,
Commitment to ecumenism in the new church
will stretch our vision and encourage greater appre-
ciation of what we share with other sisters and
brothers in Christ throughout Christendom. The
LCA’ focus on growth in the Lutheran-Roman Cath-
olic contact and the ALCs attention to the fruits of
Lutheran-Reformed dialogs will stimulate the ELCAS
ecumenical awareness. Indeed, all our historic roots
will help us gain a better understanding of our own
contributions in the ecumenical arena.

God has led us to this new day. I hope we seize
the opportunity. =

Robert W. Kelley is bishop of the American Lutheran Church’s Ohio
District. His office is in Columbus, Ohio.

Afler 6u'r-Va’cation Bible School had finished
aweekof classes, one of ouryounger students

went_home and told her grandmother that
everyone was going to sing at worship on Sun-

L

where they were to sit, and she replied again,

“In the stinks." After more questions, her
. grandmother realized that the children were
- to sit in the pews.

Submitted by Pastor Otto Zwanziger
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Harlan, lowa

One Sunday afternoon, a youngster's grand-
father, annoyed with his grandson’s four-year-
old antics, put the boy on a chair and sternly
told him to sit still. The youngster, although
puzzled, obeyed. Finally he asked, “What
happened, Grandpa? Did you have a bad day

Submitted by Sharon Remmen

Cynthia A. Ziemer
Trinity Seminary
lowa District

not available for the following can-
;r;gllc;ss:hvna;: L. Alexander. Pacific Seminary, Ohio
District; Sandra M. Bellran, Luth. N'western Sem-
inary, E.N.D. District; Susan V. Burchfield, Wart-
burg'Seminary. Allantis, Capelown, Soulh Alrnca;
Samuel Hemandez, Certified by Pacific, S. Pac.
District; Audrey Lepore, Luth. N'western Samm\;larf,
New Hope, Foresthill, Calil.; Steve Manmng. ]
Di-vlnllyoggmool. Certified b hlz)mh pra?;rr? ?ﬁm
i .W. Minn. District; mas P. n, s
ﬁ'?vrg-sl?am Seminary, Division for World M:ssion—
Central African Republic; Eugana‘w. Wi m\ml
Certified by Pacific, N. Pac. Distnict, Harry M. Wil
liams, Trinity Seminary, Eastern District.

Newbury Park, Calif.
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“Let. my people go, or I'll preach you my
most boring sermon!”
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NEW CHURCH: NO!

“Now is not the time to
merge. ... Our
Lutheran church
cannot handle such
... in the present
situation.”

by Paul Anderson

Paul and Barnabas helped the New Testament
church avoid a split—then they had one of their
own. That great missionary team championed the
cause of unity, but they could not settle their argu-
ment about including Mark on the second journey.
Those known for strong convictions probably side
with Paul. People who say love is more important de-
fend warmhearted Barnabas.

In facing the prospect of a new Lutheran
church, we must deal with this tension. Love would
unite. Truth often separates. Must we sacrifice truth
in our desire to love? Must we cease to love because
of our concern for truth? If we find the lowest com-
mon denominator as the basis for union, some of us
will drag our heels. Others will insist that marriages
demand concessions and so do church unions.

Unity is certainly on God’s agenda. A church
that competes with itself is no match for the enemy.
Most of us can agree with Dr. Albert Outler, a noted
ecumenical leader, who has spoken of the ‘““scandal
and tragedy of a divided Christendom.” Our disunity
must be confusing to non-Christians who observe
our church buildings within a stone’s throw.

A church merger can be one way to reverse the
trend of putting asunder what God has joined to-
gether. It can testify to the catholicity of the church,

-showing we are “one body and one Spirit.” Mergers
also can encourage us in more cooperative efforts,
help us acknowledge that we need each other, heal
among us wounds of the past, and teach us that di-
versity is essential for a healthy body.

On the other hand, mergers often do not accom-
plish these important goals. Church unions look bet-
ter on paper than in practice. Here are reasons:

e The adage that two can live as cheaply as one
has been applied to church marriages. Instead of the
American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church in
America, and Association of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches, we will have one new Lutheran church.
Instead of three main offices, one. This all sounds
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cost-efficient. But Lyle Schaller, gy, 3
church trends, declares: “Recep, hi Stute i,
strated some of the limitations of ths_lo g :
city with 500,000 residents pays mg’:econcep_:j !
the protection of persons and propey. -
city with a population of 5000 The g, /.
gregation usually operates with 4 lOWer- :;|
budget than does the 800-member chur }?'mf';
same denominational family,” He adds t?] e B
nations that are most effective ang ‘efﬁciat oy
area of mission and outreach usug]ly havsnfl g
a half-million members.” ’ il
® Supporters of the new church argue
ty will provide strong witness for the world
from where is this witness to come? Tpe e
menism in this century parallels the declipe m
mission efforts by mainline U.S. churches | ;;:
to find a happy marriage of churches tha
ed in membership growth and increased mim;
tivity. Usually, such unions have broughtadro;-
members. While the exact cause and effect s
cult to demonstrate, the numbers are revealin
® Mergers shift the focus to administra:
cerns, instead of mission priorities. Leaders ms
come absorbed in the mechanics of runningz=
administrative structure. Time and attention
robbed from the church’s central tasks.
® One of the saddest facts of mergersisiz
they often cause more division than was pree’
fore the union. Corporations have observed (!
they fail to take into account the values o‘f 3
constituency, mergers with other compan ™
celerate the momentum, lower the producn'ﬂf_?j
create a large-scale fallout among faithful en’®
Some of those who do not leave physicall ™
emotionally. p
® Division is not always a sin. It €% rz‘.;
new life. After all, two things cause d}f’”‘”f‘[;
and error. When the sword of the Spirt bnic;:r-
sion, we must not argue for unity at any P; o
is a higher priority than union. For examlPﬁl
not apologize for what happened in mceswf“?'k
Reformation. Wasn’t Luther’s work 1 -
when John Wesley reluctantly took 15%

' he give I
from the Anglican church, didnt he g‘lf‘.:;usll\.‘
than what they were experiencing Pfeey o

® Mergers are like marriage: = = .V
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nsive care may only hurt the person’s
surViVal' Likewise, consider the condi-
rches. Recent church history tells us
new members through merger, but
he droves. Our Lutheran church
ndle such a loss of lifeblood in the present

| do not argue against unity. But the nature and
character of our unity is something we need to con-
sider. What is being proposed for our three uniting
bodies of the Lutheran church, I think, will not help
our church fulfill the mission Christ has given us.

Paul Anderson is pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in San Pedro, Calif.

danger
wxrand

L, Wash. .
the July 11 issue arrived, 1 felt

4. (o share my distress at a small
» on the bottom of page 17, telling
'#fonhwmi“g article, “*Can Women
1ors?"" The very posing of this
M ™ “luel for the fire” of those
5 in congregations who still, after 16
P < not open to calling women clergy.
" here is real danger in seeing our
ol church journal even aﬂ'ﬂowmg an
of doubt to surface in the minds of
" eniics and naysayers. Such a question
o the years of hard work and
et in ministry by and with women
ae clergy, as well as the reconciliation
s of ALC district staffs everywhere.

fomos’s NoTE: The intention was (o
lght one of the feature articles in this
end 10 encourage readers to reflect
e author on the importance of
g all the gifts God has given to the
h through people. But the title itself in
luly issue, out of the context of the
e in this issue, was vulnerable to
fanding and misinterpretation. It
may have been a source of offense. We
dany problems that July box may have
wed Bul read the article and give thanks
God's gifts through ALC pastors, 255 of
are women.

of new church

E Duea
B8, Wis.

As the Commission for a New
0 Church met in Seattle and decided
the recommendation of
L uarters site from Milwaukee to
o llutliy 11, p. 16], | was deeply

ed.
"l*:]l‘: been fascinating to watch the
& 4t the debate has had on
oo U has been on the front page
B in"';'aifl}‘- The ELCA headquarters
T lwaukee would make a major
dun sPect that it would not make
i Pact on Chicago, but rather the
Uihe v, 1280 upon the church would
e cm.‘[y of $1-3 million a year.
- s":i” s president of Lutheran
higan ) s of Wisconsin and Upper

C. Larggy,
der, Wis.
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Image, fame, notoriety, or

LETTERS

wha_lever has been built on names such as
Dllhpg_cr. Capone, Nitti, et. al., and on
publicity regarding corrupt city government,
and, oh yes, “wind." My experiences in
ﬂymg have led me to avoid O’Hare if at all
possible. Instead, I fly from Mitchell Field

in Milwaukee and find it to be far less of a
“‘rat race.”

Alvin N. Rogness
St. Paul, Minn.

It would be an audacious step, but
couldn’t our merging churches select as the
new headquarters a city with no airport,
served only by trains and buses? This would
have the following advantages: (1) Enroute
to meetings, people would have time to
carefully read their agendas, maybe even a
good book. (2) Planners would be led to
ask, "'Is this meeting necessary?"” and let
harried people stay at home. (3) With
reduced blood pressure, decision makers
would be more reflective, maybe even more
charitable. (4) On trains and buses, people
would become friends and neighbors again,
a telling blow against the dehumanization
that airlines have spawned. (5) Finally, we
would be spared the trauma of deciding
among New York, Philadelphia, Chicago,
Milwaukee, or Minneapolis—all victimized
by airports.

New service?

Name and address
withheld by request

Why do we need a new liturgy? If
Walter Wangerin Jr. and Paul Manz [June
13, p. 25] want to sing a Mass, let them.
But leave our Lutheran liturgy alone. If we
have to put up with all that, we may not
have a Lutheran church when we merge.

EpiTor’s NOTE: Neither a new
liturgical order nor a new hymnal will come
with the birth of the proposed Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. The news
report about the Wangerin-Manz creation
referred to a special service designed by
them to celebrate the new church. It is not
a replacement for the liturgy in Lutheran
Book of Worship.

ALC hunger funds
Myron G. Domsitz
Brookings, S.D.
The June 13 issue [p. 22] of The

Lutheran Standard reports that the ALC
Council decided to divert funds from the
1986 Hunger Appeal to support community
and economic development projects. This
latter work certainly deserves ALC support,
but its merit does not justify collecting
money for one purpose and using it for
another. Such a practice is faulty
stewardship and a breach of trust.

I shall continue to support efforts to
combat world hunger, but not through the
ALC.

Fred J. Wolff
Lincoln, Neb.

If we need money here at home, let us
tell the people and support such a program,
but let us not use funds that have been
given to feed the hungry overseas and
deceive our people.

Dr. Robert Schuller

Mrs. Mark Coppler
Wabash, Ind.

I, too, feel that we as a church of Jesus
Christ need to be grounded in Scripture
[May 2, p. 8], and I am sure that Dr.
Schuller believes this, also. I think it is a
sad thing when a writer in a Christian
magazine takes a phrase out of context and
discredits a fellow Christian leader of
another denomination.

Lawrence L. Isbell
Venus, Pa.

I have real problems with Dr. Schuller’s
doctrine of sin in particular, but that does
not give license to sweeping generalizations
about either his doctrine or his praxis.

E. Kay Karsten
Waverly, lowa

I would that we stop condemning
others and get on with the work of evange-
lizing the United States and the world. Let’s
thank God for those who are doing that
regardless of denomination or popularity.
Surely the Lutheran church has nothing to
brag about when members are steadily
dropping out of our ranks.

Gene Hermeler
Fridley, Minn.

The Crystal Cathedral does have many
strong biblical programs in place, including
the largest Bethel Bible Series outlet in the
United States. There are, after all, some
healthy things that we as members of a

shrinking church can learn from a growing
church.
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ALC & LCA ¢

® Recommendation

se!lt to conventions
® Joint negotiating
committee named

The quest for the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America (ELCA)
cleared a major hurdle |as month when
the American Lutheran Church (ALQ)
Council and Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica (LCA) Executive Council recom-
mended approval of plans for the new
church at the conventions later this
month.

The 41-member ALC Council,
which met in Minneapolis July 21-22,
endorsed convention resolutions (see
page 23) that would bring into being
the ELCA on Jan. 1, 1988, if the new-
church proposal is approved by two-
thirds of ALC congregations voting on
the matter.

Earlier, the 33-member LCA
Council, meeting in New York June 30—
July 2, sent plans for the new church
to the LCA’s convention, with LCA
Bishop James Crumley indicating that
he foresees no issues that threaten for-
mation of the ELCA.

But the LCA Council (see page 23)
continued to raise questions about the
new church’s pension plan. “I predict
pensions will be the one major issue”
regarding the new church that the con-
vention will have to face, Bishop Crum-
ley said.

The ALC, LCA, and Association of
Evangelical Lutheran Churches
(AELC) are holding concurrent con-
ventions this month, with the ALC
meeting in Minneapolis Aug. 23-29,
the LCA in Milwaukee Aug. 25-30,
and the AELC in Chicago Aug. 26-29.

Joint committee o

A 13-member negotiating com-
mittee has been named to deal with
convention requests for changes in pro-
posals of the Commission for a .New
Lutheran Church (CNLC). Appointed

wide bishops were:

& ”"__‘:::'U::: ALC: Dr. Aﬁ:ert E. Ander-
son of Minneapolis and David J. Hardy of

22—The Lutheran Standard

ouncils endorse new churg,

g
2
%Mémd,&

ELCA seal

The new church’s proposed seal, chosen
by the CNLC from 26 designs, was created
by Mike Black of Minneapolis. The three
overlapping flames emanating from the
base of the cross signify the three uniting
churches, and the three intertwined circles
symbolize the Trinity. The new church’s
name forms a circle around the design.

Chicago, both CNLC members: Bishop E.

Harold Jansen of the Eastern District and
Bishop August Wenzel of the Southern Dis-
trict; and Gwen Boeke of Cresco, lowa, and
the Rev. William White of Mount Pleasant,
Mich., both ALC Council and Executive
Committee members.

From the LCA: Dr. Franklin D. Fry
of Summit, N.J., and Dorothy Jacobs of Aus-
tin, Tex., both CNLC members; Bishop Har-
old Lohr of the Red River Valley Synod and

ALC convention
news updates

Members of the American
Lutheran Church can receive by
telephone regularly updated
summaries of decisions by dele-
gates to the ALC's 13th general
convention in Minneapolis.

Around-the-clock, recorded
reports will be available—for the
price of a three-minute phone
call—by dialing (612) 879-0907.

The reports will be available
from 9 A.m (CDT) Sunday, Au-

gust 24, 10 5 p.m. Friday, August
29.

Bishop Kenneth Saye,
and Dr. Robert Hock 0
and Shirley Uhrich g,
mos, N.M., both Lca
members.

From the AELC: Dr. Ej ‘
St. Louis, the churchs exemvfw
CNLC member. o

Committee conveng
Mickelson of Minnea
nator.

?f tl.]e Ohio g,
inter pyy
dberg g 1

Execulive Co

ris Dr, Ap,
polis, CNLe 0

From the commissign
The CNLC voted 63-2 at i
meeting June 23-25 i Sea

shall, former LCA president and
a seminary professorin Columbia,§,
and Dr. Elizabeth Bettenhausen 3
theological professor in Boston, Mass,
and a member of the LCA Execuie
Council.

Dr. Marshall told the commissios
that he voted against the resolution
cause he thought it was “presump
tuous™ of the CNLC to recommend
adoption of the report. He noted (ha
convention delegates are free to act i
they wish regarding new-church ssues

In an interview, Dr. Bettenhausen
said she voted no because she thinks §
“inconsistencies” exist in the CNLC |
recommendations.

As the CNLC’s concluding me
ing ended, ALC Presiding Bishop D
vid Preus addressed the commissio®}
and said, “I look forward . .. to 0%¢"
whelming affirmation” of plans for
ELCA. el

AELC Bishop Will HerZ"}
thanked the commission for “creal®
a church for our children.” "

And LCA Bishop Crumley 2%
love the LCA, its traditions, 1S |'|f5-1 :
people. Now | can say I lo¥
ELCA.” /

Crumley concluded: “We has.v;itm
perienced a w0rking‘Of !hﬂwn 0
among us and we can give o' b
the churches prayerfully, sayl.ﬂﬁ'and o4
seemed good to the Holy Spi”
us. "




\erican Lutheran Church
¥ recommended approval by

b ALC gcncral convention
ant

# by the Commission for a

‘P‘S:tan L‘hUI'Ch (CNLC). But
e per ALC Council asked

church’s council be in-
#m include one elected repre-
o from each of the 65 synods in
gelicel Lutheran Church in
(ELCA).

bt CNLC plans ha_d called for
s broadly pased council elected by
aods, but an amendment at the
"~ on's final meeting in June re-
;hc council to 33 persons, elect-
\, e churchwide assembly, plus
'E'LCA's our general officers.

iy discussion at the ALC Council's
meeting July 21-22 in Minne-
members indicated that they
e new church’s council as a rep-
utive body for governing the
s between churchwide assem-
niher than as a continuing ex-
¢committee of the assembly.
Alarger council also would help
¢ dialog between the church-
sincture and the synods and con-
ions and would underscore the
dence that is built into the
e of the proposed ELCA, ac-
10 ALC Council views.

The ALC congregational referen-
o the proposed ELCA will be
15, 1986, through March 15,

TeALC Council, on a 26-12 vote,
*d the CNLC's recommendation
208 the ELCAs headquarters
-’malmempl to reaffirm the coun-
Meiious endorsement of Milwau-
V80t successful,
othy Raasch charged that the
ll;;lcm of selecting a site “‘has
d over it She criticized
al the new church needs a
W " city as headquarters and
at does a ‘world-class’ im-
©do with being a servant
:::l{' of Milwaukee urged that
bugh 8 the matter of site to
r%p Y conventions.
™ Wi ‘er Rogness of the ALC
iy iConsm District said, “If
U i 80, We ought to do it
Unting cost factors alto-
® CNLC did” He added

bave |
7

that the comparisons he has seen point
10 substantially higher operating costs
in Chicago than in Milwaukee.

But Bishop Lowell Erdahl of the
AITC Southeastern Minnesota District
said, “The question of site has caused
a great deal of pain.” He urged the
council to affirm the Chicago decision
because “it is time for us to come to-
get_her." He added that the commitment
to inclusiveness is not so much a matter

¢ seeks broadly based council

of where a building is placed but of how
programs are shaped and staff selected.

In another matter, the council ex-
pressed serious concern ““with what ap-
pears to be a unilateral ecumenical rec-
ommendation’’ coming from the
Lutheran Church in America (LCA)
Executive Council to the LCA conven-
tion for limited eucharistic sharing with
Roman Catholics (see column three,
page 27).

Pension issue still
troubles LCA Council

The Lutheran Church in America (LCA) Executive Council may act on
a proposal later this month that, in effect, would maintain the 12% level of
pension contributions for most LCA pastors entering the pension plan of the
new church as long as they remain under such a 12% provision in the letter
of call they hold on Jan. 1, 1988.

Under the proposal, congregations and other church employers would
be notified that compensation, including pension and other benefits, cannot
be lowered *“‘without breach of the contract implied in the call.” Breaking the
contract would make a congregation or other employing agency vulnerable
to lawsuit. Compensation or related arrangements can only be reduced if a
pastor voluntarily agrees to such action, the statement says.

The pension plan for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) calls for a basic pension contribution rate of 9%, with graduated
increases of 10% for persons 35-44 years of age at the start of the new church,
11% for those 45-54, and 12% for those 55 and above. Congregations may
contribute, if they wish, pension amounts above the required levels.

The LCA Council had urged the Commission for a New Lutheran Church
(CNLC) to increase the basic contribution rate to 12% for all plan partici-

. pants, but the commission rejected that motion on a 40-28 vote.
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Of ALC clergy entering the ELCA's pension plan, an estimated 85% will
be at the 10% or above contribution rate. Projecting ages of ALC clergy to
Jan. 1, 1988, 15% of active ALC pastors will be under age 35 at the 9%
pension contribution rate, while 32% will be at the 10% level, 28% at the
11% level, and 25% at the 12% rate.
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Dr. Robert Karsten of Columbus, Ohio, urged the LCA Executive Council
last month to “‘move toward diplomacy” on the pension issue and “live to-
gether” in the new church to see how the plan works.

LCA Treasurer Robert Blanck responded: "I couldn’t disagree more. The
appropriate thing for us [at the LCA convention] is t? vote no on the pension :
proposal” and leave the matter open to the constituting convention next
Spl-mlgr. William Kinnison of Springfield, Ohio, who was CNLC chairperson,
predicted that the new church will have “‘a natural tendency” to move toward
the higher pension contribution level. “I don’t know that we need to go to
the mat on this one,” he said, adding that there is a "'danger of the LCA being
seen as irreconcilable and wanting it all.”

But Bishop Paul Erickson of the LCA lllinois Synod told council mem-
bers, “I intend to raise the issue of pensions at the convention.”
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Great debate

In the great debate by the Com-
mission for a New Lutheran Church
(CNLC) on a headquarters site, Dr. El-
wyn Ewald argued for Chicago, saying
the new Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) should be located
“in a national and global city” that is
a “center of trade, commerce, and ed-
ucation.”

Dr. Ewald of St. Louis, executive
of the Association of Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches (AELCQ), said picking
Chicago ““would symbolize our com-
mitment to being an inclusive church.”

He also indicated that affordable
office space can be found in the Chi-
Cago area, so that the cost of locating

there would be “‘no greater than Mil-
waukee.”

For Milwaukee

Arguing the case for Milwaukee
was Dr. William Kohn, retired AELC
president. When Milwaukee was pro-
posed by the CNLC’s 59-9 vote last Feb-
ruary, Kohn reported *“*there was a kind
of euphoria’ when people started
thinking about the possibility of having
a large national church located there.

Despite some '‘intemperate com-
ments’’ from other parts of the country,
Kohn said, Milwaukee as the choice re-
ceived little outright opposition frpm
district and synod conventions, 22 of
which said the choice made no differ-
ence to them. The ALC Council also
affirmed the choice.

But AELC Bishop Will Herzfeld
warned that widespread reaction to
Milwaukee in the churches ‘““has cre-
ated . . . a need for serious reconsider-
ation’". of that choice.

Dr. Reuben Swanson, Lutheran
Church in America (LCA) secretary,
said, ““This commission backed into the
decision’’ in the February meeting with
that vote being more a matter of op-
position by some to Chicago and by
others to Minneapolis than a strong af-
firmation of Milwaukee.

Dr. Amalie Shannon of Carefree,
Ariz., told the CNLC that “Mi'lwaukee
is simply not a cenlra} focus™ for }he
country, with the nation’s population

i outh and west.
moan)isa 41-25 vote, the CNL(F sug-
gested Chicago, rather than Milwau-
kee, as the recommended headquarters
site for the ELCA.
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Optimistic leaders

precedes CNLC vy,

ALC Presiding Bishop David Preus, CNL
Crumley, and AELC Bishop Will Herzfeld, a
about prospects for the Evangelical Lutheran Churg

The Rev. Robert Linstrom—senior
pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
in Elgin, 111, a city of 63,000 people on
the west side of Chicago—attended the
CNLC meeting on behalf of the Chi-
cago task force. He said Elgin, Schaum-
burg, and the inner loop of Chicago are
three possible locations.

The Chicago group plans to be
“very involved in the conventions” of
the AELC, LCA, and American Lu-

Siebert cancels
$1 million offer

The world’s largest Luther-
an foundation canceled its offer
of a $1 million grant for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) after the Com-
mission for a New Lutheran
Church shifted the new church's
proposed headquarters site from
Milwaukee to Chicago.

The Siebert Lutheran Foun-
dation of Wauwatosa, Wis., of-
fered the grant if the headquar-
ters of the 5.3 million-member
ELCA were in Wisconsin.

Under the foundation’s by-
laws, 85% of its grants must be
distributed in Wisconsin for Lu-
theran projects.

Jack S. Harris, president,
said the foundation, with assets
of nearly $40 million, has no dif-

ficulty finding places to make
grants.

C Chair William Kj
t a Seattle news conferen,

nnison, LCA gy

€ Ce, expressed . .
h in America. el

theran Church to make sure Cligd
remains the choice, Linstron sl

(A detailed report on the [y,
final meeting was published iy :
11 issue on pages 16-17,)

Other matters t
On a 38-18 vote, the Ny
posed a bylaw for the new chud
would prohibit membership by
in secret organizations and cl
bylaw declares that *'no personsif
longs to any organization ol
the church which claims to P
its teachings and ceremoni
which the Lord has given solf®
church shall be ordained or 0&4
received into the min:sll')“‘_ !
church, nor shall any Pf.“i" !
dained or otherwise 1l'cCEI‘{ ot
church be retained in its ﬂ““t"' :
subsequently joins such &%
" he CNLC alo el
the ELCA governing coundl 'R

[l
person per synod, elected by

od, to a numbm: cqualk‘eﬂn"; s
synods. The action, !aChurch"
vote, means the new o w.‘p‘
will have 33 members lu“h‘,:'l
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four officers.
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howing this .by “inten-
ominating proce-
| he only percentage re-

.Ulhﬂl prOPOSal was 'lhc
in hat 60% of represcntatives

by,
'clluﬂ' n n

ETSA Jocuments s_pecify not
0pof representatives arc to
. but also that half the lay-
4re 10 be female and half are
. and that at least 10% ol
;“atives be persons of color
ersons whose primary lan-
other than English.
pev. George Villa of Goleta,
| gpposed removing the specified
e, saying, | You cannot rely
> fsimess of the present church
. 1o achieve inclusiveness. “This
1 1akes the teeth out of the
principle of the new church
i shut the door to intentional

P]

p other action, the 70-member
gission:

4 endorsed Women of the Evan-
bl Lutheran Church as the auxil-

¥ proposed that synods determine
fer (0 allow retired pastors voting
b synod assemblies (a large con-
athe LCA); and

decided 1o let the Virginia Syn-
Mustituting convention determine
®smod should be in the South-
m or Mid-Atlantic region.

M churchwide executives

e CNLC strongly criticized a
% the Transition Team of the
Wiling churches to name church-
Htcutives next March. The com-
“ urged that these persons be
| by the boards they will serve.

% Dorothy Marple of New York,
%0 Team coordinator, said the
Proposal would have permitted
L FIning Lo take place. And LCA
ls_“’anson said the plan was
. UNsure both a better balance

30 3 . .
; from the existing churches
Usiveness,

M ;. bA officers as well as
&\, Oard members will be
A, . ‘Onstituting convention
c"d earl_y May 1987, with
0 ) KfCuu_vcs by the new
¢ Place in July 1987.

QUICK LOOK

REELECTED PRESIDENT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) was
Or. Ralph Bohimann, 55, who has served in that position since 1981. He won on
the first ballot at the LCMS's 56th regular convention in Indianapolis, receiving
576 of the 1,131 votes cast. On that ballot, 567 votes were needed to win. Coming
In second with 447 votes was challenger Robert Sauer of St. Louis, who had
been first vice-president. Elected new first vice-president was Dr. August Men-
nicke, 55, of Brainerd, Minn., president of the synod's Minnesota North District
zln;:seu1 970. A detailed report on the LCMS convention is slated for the September
issue

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) decided, at its 198th general assembly
in Minneapolis, to enter a new relationship with the three uniting Lutheran church
bodies, which could lead to the sharing of altars and pulpits. Meanwhile, a com-
mittee overseeing the selection of a headquarters site for the PCUSA has named
Charlotte, N.C., Cincinnati, Fort Worth, Tex., Indianapolis, Kansas City, Mo., and
St. Louis as contenders. Tests applied by the panel included quality of life, costs,
availability of leased office space, availability of a qualified multi-ethnic work
force, and “where can the church best do the church’'s work on the national
level?" The committee will recommend a single site next January. The PCUSA
now is working out of the New York City and Atlanta headquarters of its two
predecessor bodies. .

EIGHT CHURCH WORKERS convicted on a total of 18 counts related to their
“sanctuary” efforts to help Guatemalan and Salvadoran immigrants enter and
remain in the United States were sentenced to probation by U.S. District Judge
Earl Carroll in Tucson, Ariz. Judge Carroll conceded that the eight were motivated
by humanitarian concern, but he urged them to make “fuller and more deter-
mined" use of the system rather than going around it. All eight defendants said
they planned to continue their work with Central American refugees, despite a
condition of their probation that they not transport and harbor illegal aliens.

DR. WOLFRAM KISTNER, director of justice and reconciliation for the South
Africa Council of Churches, was released from a Johannesburg prison one week
after he was arrested by South African security police, apparently because he
was seriously ill with pneumonia. Kistner's release was accompanied by severe
restrictions on his activities, although it was not clear whether the conditions
constituted a formal banning order—a South African punitive measure that
amounts to virtual house arrest. Kistner, who was born in South Africa to German
missionaries and holds citizenship in both nations, was arrested under a section
of South Africa’'s new emergency law that permits authorities to detain persons

without trial for up to 10 years.

«ANOTHER FAMILY FARM,” a video production of the American Lutheran
Church's Media Services Center, won a Silver Screen Award at the U.S. Industrial
Film Festival in June. The program, which deals with the impact of the farm crisis
on a family in southwestern Minnesota and thle role of the church in the situation,
is being distributed for viewing in congregations and on television stations.

FOURTEEN TENNESSEE PARENTS have sued to block the Hawkins County
school system from using a series of reading books published by Holt, Rinehart
and Winston. Vicki Frost, one of the parents, asserted that the Holt Basic Reading
series, for kindergarten—ninth grades, teaches satanism, feminism, evolution,
telepathy, internationalism, and other "secular humanist’ beliefs. Frost cited a
first-grade reader in which a boy is shown cqokmg. while a girl reads from a
cookbook. An attorney for the school board said the books in the series expose
children “to values and ideas that are out there—other religions, races, points
of view. How else are you going to prepare for this cruel world except by exposure

to other ideas?"

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (UMC) reversed its decision to delete “On-
ward Christian Soldiers” and "Battle Hymn of the Republic" from the church's
new hymnal after angry members jammed phone lines for 10 days at UMC na-

tional offices In Nashville.
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ALC missionary

The Rev. Brig
American Lutheran
who at first vowed {
rican government o
from the country,
Johannesburg airp
then held overnig

n Burchfield, an
Church missionary
o fight a South Af-
rder expelling him
was detained at the
ort by police July 17,
htina nearby jail be-
fore being returned 10 the airport and
kept under guard. In the late afternoon
of July 18, he was escorted to a plane
for the Night out of (he country.

The South African government
Eave no specific reasons for his depor-
tation.

Burchfield, 38, said he believes his
only offense was preaching and teach-
ing the gospel. **We believe we should
speak the truth,” he said. *'In countries
that are totalitarian like South Africa,”
he added, *“*speaking the truth of God
is considered subversive.”

Since January Burchfield and his
wife, the Rev. Susan Burchfield, 39,
had served St. Peter’s parish near Cape
Town, a parish that included two
mixed-race congregations and two
preaching points.

Daughters came back

Susan Burchfield, who was not in-
cluded in the expulsion order, remained
in South Africa to prepare the family’s
possessions for shipment to the United
States. The couple’s two daughters also
were not deported. But Erin, 15, and
Megan, 13, did fly back to the United
States with their father.

Pastor Susan Burchfield was
speaking to a congregation near Cape
Town on July 20 when police stormed
the building, kept the congregation of
some 500 persons confined for more
than two hours, then released them but
fired tear gas as they dispersed.

While expressing ‘‘deep griel”
over having to leave the place he had
come to call home, Brian Burchfield
said his expulsion was a minor matter
when contrasted with the great suffer-
ing of people in South Africa who seek
justice and freedom. "Would-to God
that people who speak out against that
country were deported,” he decla_red.
Instead, they are thrown into prison
and tortured, he said. .

Meanwhile, ALC Presiding Bishop
David Preus, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA),
and several U.S. senators and repre-
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deported from South Afric,

Gesture of freedom

Pastor Susan Burchfield raises her arm in a
with the people, and an affirmation of freedo
gregations after Pastor Brian Burchfield was

sentatives were among those who pro-

tested the July 10 deportation order.
This is the first deportation of an

ALC missionary from South Africa in

CIM passes
$17 million

The total of congregational
goals reported and individual
pledges received in the ALC's
Commitment to Mission pro-
gram passed the $17 million
mark July 21.

Among the 4,940 ALC con-
gregations, 641 have reported
goals totaling $10,900,174. In-
dividual pledges stand at
$6,314,791. Many congrega-
tions plan to initiate pledging
programs this fall.

These amounts apply to-
ward Commitment to Mission’s
$40 million goal for special mis-
sion needs, particularly for start-
ing and supporting new congre-
gations and ministries through-
out the United States.

gesture of protest, a declaration of solidarty
m as she greets members of one of her -
deported.

the 57 years that the ALC and its pre:
decessor bodies have had missionari
in that country.

Brian and Susan Burchfield wer
among a number of persons arrested
Cape Town’s airport in March as (h
were bidding farewell to a Germanms
sionary, but the charge later W&
dropped.

pgrian Burchfield was detained &
South African security police l“ﬂih‘
following a service at an AT{S"‘J’;
church near Cape Town marking s
10th anniversary of the Sowet0 ;5:1“
ing. He was released after three 1%
and was not charged. -

After Brian Burchfield Wﬂu
dered to leave South Africa, the COU {
told ALC world-mission dm]S:io:O‘iW
cials they “believed they shov "
itiate compliance” with the deﬂ“ Bl
order. But ELCSA, the rﬂOsh:ls
South African church body ! 4 Brid*
sored the Burchfields-_aSk;c ordet
Burchfield to comply with ! "
ELCSA officials said they s(';rfesisla"‘,‘
posed the order, but belle\_ft‘-e nd o ‘
to it would prove inel‘ff:cm\; . Of?ﬂ?-
jeopardize the continuing sio arict
er ELCSA-sponsored M Fe il
Three other ALC mISSIqﬂ:-
are serving in South Alfrica-




, other
o presidents
ppction
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fpresident

pnfsi

ed last month.

, Kéldy called his illness

:Lulhcran World Federation's
_adents—including Dr. Da-
s, presiding bishop of the
tean Lutheran Church—will
' jointly exercise the
presidency while
the organization's
president, Zoltan
Kaldy, continues
to recover from a
stroke he suffered
last December, the
LWF's executive
committee decid-

In an 800-
greeting read at the executive
iee’s meeting, held in Munich,

“a

Hembership
leclines

Areport from the Office of
: (?eneral Secretary of the
wncan Lutheran Church in-
455 that the ALC baptized
Woership on Dec. 31, 1985,
2332316, a drop of 7,630
Mihe previous year. The num-
; QfALC households, how-
lllcreased by 791, to a total
1416,

I;l'cls:dmg Bishop David W.
s 2\ the ALC Church
G, !halj'from 1967 to 1984
k- while Starting new con-
4 Oons each Year, gained only
Weg;egauons in total.”
0S¢ congregations as
o Sam lh.em. largely be-
e Outmigration of peo-
|st0_r|c rural and inner
R eEauons." Preus said.
- g-_v :(l)}:l?rafls must be in-
dh il .r.mtted to out-
g, ‘Both local and
Meray, gelism efforts are

] WQ

great spiritual burden, in addition to
the thsica] one.” Said Kaldy, who is
presiding bishop of the Lutheran
Churrch of Hungary: “My recovery is
not fast, so I am still not permitted to
travel or to do any work.”

LWF General Secretary Gunnar

Slaals_elt said he would confer with the
five vice presidents on all major mat-
ters. !—Ic said the vice-presidents would
exercise the presidency until Kaldy is
again able to resume his LWF duties or
until it is clear that Kaldy’s health will
not allow him to return to his LWF
post.
. In his message, Kaldy also men-
tioned two trips he took last year—to
the Soviet Union and to a peace con-
ference in Bucharest, Romania. “I be-
lieve,” said Kaldy, “‘we must find ways
of cooperation and understanding in
the contemporary world, despite our
many differences.”

Africa food
aid shift
draws fire

A Reagan administration plan to
use money intended for African famine
relief and “Food for Peace” programs
to pay part of the Central American aid
package, including funds for the Ni-
caraguan contras, has come under fire
in the U.S. Senate.

Under the plan, $225 milion in
Ethiopian aid, plus $75 million from
the Food for Peace program, will be
shifted to Central America.

“It would be unconscionable to di-
vert funds from a program to combat
world hunger and starvation to a policy
which will produce further bloodshed
and hardship for the people of Central
America,” Sen. Tom Harkin of lowa
and Sen. John Melcher of Montana said
in a letter to President Reagan.

Meanwhile, a U.S. Department of
Agriculture study reports the need for
food assistance in Alrica is expected to
grow dramatically.

By 1990, food shipments (o parts
of Africa may have to be five to eight
times higher than they were during the
most recent drought and famine.

In spite of the return of rain to
parts of Africa, some areas still need
food for famine relief.

ALC district,
LCA synod

conventlions
summarized

The chart below tallies key
new-church resolutions submit-
ted to the 19 district conventions
of the American Lutheran
Church and the 30 synod con-
ventions of the Lutheran Church
in America. Reports on the ALC

« district conventions can be found
on pages 25-27 of the May 2 is-
sue; pages 26—32 of the May 16
issue; pages 26—27 of the June
13 issue; and page 22 of\the July
issue of THE LUTHERAN STAN-
DARD.

Topic ALC|LCA
Affirm Jan. 1, 1988.
start-up date 8 17
" Delay start-up date — 4
"For-quota system 7 8
Against quota system 9 | 21
. For Milwaukee national
. offices 2 2
Reconsider Milwaukee 7 | 13
*Nondiscriminatory salary
and/or pension
contributions 10 28
Voting rights for retired
clergy - — | 18
" Congregational ‘authority 12 27
Termination of
congregational
membership/property

ownership. 6 | 24

LCA suggests sharing
communion at times

with Roman Catholics

The Lutheran Church in America
convention this month is expected to
consider asking the Roman Catholic
Church to explore ways to permit of-
ficial sharing of Holy Communion be-
tween Lutherans and Roman Catholics
“under carefully regulated and inter-
preted situations.”

The language of the delicately
worded resolution, calling for **limited
eucharistic sharing,” reportedly was
checked with the Vatican to avoid prob-
lems of ecclesiastical diplomacy on
such a crucial issue,
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Rural aid
offered
by ALC

The American Lutheran Church’s
(ALC) Division for Service and Mis-
sion in America (DSMA) will make
available about $200,000 over the next
two years to help congregations in eco-
nomically stressed rural areas. The
amount is minimal when compared
with needs, said Dr. Warren A. Sorte-
berg of the division’s staff.

Sorteberg said the funds, from
DSMAs transition-ministries and Mis-
sion Partners programs, would be used
to provide temporary and long-term fi-
nancial aid, funding for specific pro-
grams, and help for congregational

mergers, parish realignments, and ec-
umenical ministry. '

Bishops and other representatives
of 11 of the ALC's 19 districts recently
attended a DSMA-sponsored consul-
tation in Minneapolis to help the divi-
sion develop guidelines for use of the
funds and consider the church’s further
response to the rural crisis. )

Several of the bishops urged that
the aid be channeled primarily through
clusters of neighboring congregations
and be designated for emergencies.
Bishop L. David Brown of the lowa
District said the cluster approach is
“the best organization of congregations
I've seen.”

Bishop Marvin J. Schumacher of
the Western North Dakota District said
he had reservations about giving finan-
cial aid to congregations simply to keep
them in existence.

Some participants in the consul-

farm, as we dream of jt, ;

tation urged cautiop aboy,
that financial grants 4y, e a““muu
suggested that congrega”;de- Iy
couraged 1o use their gy, C”S % ol
sources in approaching .. Ui,
their communities, e

_ The Rev. Marshal] p Pech
sistant to the bishop in the Su%
Wisconsin District, sajg 5

“the

s 0
the past for a good numbey 0‘;;21;1‘
R

Said Pechauer: “People iy our gigy
are saying we’ve got to be aware :,;11.
and shape the transition rathe, [ha,:
shaped by it.”

DSMAS Sorteberg stresseq
“We do not want to assis congy
tions simply on a survival basis,‘u‘.
want to assist them to be in misigy,
their communities.” k

The ALC’s national coung
cently approved using angihy
£125,000 in hunger funds in (987,

e
o

Mental health needs church attention |

~ stigma and prejudice associated with mental illness. She i,

Marie is a 39-year-old schizophrenic. Her medica-
tions allow her to live independently in her community.
But they have unpleasant side effects, and she often stops
taking them. She often roams the streets, and sometimes
she harasses customers at a local bank. Officials at the
bank would like to see her committed. But Marie refuses
to go to a state hospital. And she fears counseling be-
cause she suspects it might prompt somebody to have
her committed.

Marie’s case, offered by mental health experts, was
used by participants in a five-day seminar held recently
in St. Paul, Minn. The focus of the event, sponsored by
the American Lutheran Church’s Ephphatha Services
and held at Luther Northwestern Seminary, was on how
the church can relate to persons with chronic mental
illness and to their families.

““Maybe society is really saying that what we nced
is to stop nuisances on the street,” said Susan Lentz,
supervising attorney for the Minnesota Mental Health
Project, referring to Marie’s situation. A major problem,
she said, is society’s “‘failure to provide other options in
terms of housing and social services.” Lentz said that if
she were Maric’s attorney, she would argue that *‘she’s
not dangerous and that there is no evidence of serious
inability to care for her basic needs.” Often, said Lentz,
commitment doesn't mean Lreatment or even good care,

Susan Carey, a St. Paul woman who has lived with
mental illness for 21 years, said congregations need to
offer more than rides and hospital visitation. Carey, who
has earned a college degree and worked as a VISTA
volunteer, occupational therapist, and businesswoman,
and as a writer and poet, said she continues to fight the

change,” to “work to alleviate stigma and promole ed-
ucation through outreach,” and to “invite people ©
speak . . . about mental illness.”

Pastors often are ignorant or timid about dealing
with the effects of mental illness, said Dr. Stewarl D
Govig, a professor of religion at Pacific Lutheran Ui
versity, Tacoma, Wash., and the parent of a mentallyill
child. Govig said many pastors “don’t understand hov
the mental health system works,” and “‘don't underslfliﬂd
the effects on the family—for example, that if lhEI:E is
mentally ill child, there also is stress on the marna:
He urged pastors to visit mental health centers to beco™
familiar with procedures and with professionals on al
24 hours a day. .

Speaker Diane Fossum said that when she frst
sought help from members of her congregation in s
for her mentally ill brother and sister, *“I could 1! ﬁr-lh—
one person.” But she refused to give up. Now she d}rﬁr;
an emergency shelter for the mentally ill at Our Savio
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. 14 het

Fossum said a hospital administrator onc¢ 0 ‘
“If the family doesn’t care, why should we? sopt |

Said Fossum: *“There just are not cnoug[’ P d
out there to say, ‘Come in here with me if yoU re: ¢
The first place mentally ill people need to feel WE (helr |
is in congregations. All they have is their lov¢ an d e |
souls to give, and they give freely. I believe th°
a purpose in them.” m Ep"

Audiotapes of the seminar are available fr055415

phatha Services, Box 15167, w

urged congregations to “take a stand on the side of |1
1‘

28—The Lutheran Standard




community economic develop-
d‘,monstralion project that would

nged by DSMA. The ALC’s De-
_ent Assistance Program, oper-
1hf°”gh the Office of Church in

.y, funds other community-based

explores
se of U.S.

od aid
projects

Efforts of Lutheran World Relief
WR) and food-aid policies of the U.S.
mment often may be compatible
not always, according to discussion
LWR's board meeting in Madison,
., (his summer.

While the U.S. government pro-
food to meet basic human needs
dreloping countries, “LWR’s pur-
e 1< also to help improve the quality
e of the poor,” Larry Minear said.
Minear, head of LWR'’s Washing-
office dealing with issues of public
v. noted that *“U.S. government
s provide, in many instances, a way
ugh which LWR can extend its out-
th and effectiveness.”

But he indicated there may be
fain circumstances in which the
iives [of LWR and the U.S. gov-
ment| are less compatible.” So
R.as a church-related relief and de-
'Pment agency, must make judg-
lson a country by country, case by
basis, he said.

ble spot

One of the primary trouble spots
dliel and development agencies
s Central America. Kenneth
¥1. LWR's program director for
M America, said LWR is increasing-
gedin Latin America “by our will-
S0 receive money from the U.S.
*Tment” for aid projects.

¢ relationship between the U.S.
Ment and private agencies needs
4Nt vigil " Dr. Robert Marshall

's‘:fc‘lbia‘ S.C., LWR board presi-
s Said,

° l-‘r\{R-U.S. issue arose during
" 4 discussion of food aid. par-
,.sy the 32.year-old U.S. govern-
‘ UPPorted Food for Work pro-

Urban-rural exchange

0 S W

8 o WA
Minnesota-New York visits: ‘solidarity with neighbors’
Two congregations of the American Lutheran Church that exchanged letters and

prayed for each other during 1985 took the next step, May 10-13, when the Rev.
Gary Dreier (right) and Robert Knutson (second from right) of Elstad-Highland Prairie

farm.

Parish, Peterson, Minn., visited Zion Lutheran Church, Brooklyn. Dreier preached at
worship May 11. On Aug. 16-17, Elstad-Highland Prairie Parish will host Zion Church.
The Rev. Stephen J. Sveom (second from left), Zion’s pastor, and Evald Olson, Zion's
president, also are pictured in the church garden, which fealures a sculpture of Christ
blessing the city and country. The exchange—initiated by Bill Olsen of Zion Church—
recognizes that “many rural churches have provided supportto some urban churches
through benevolence support,” according to Sveom. He added: “Now, with many
rural churches experiencing difficult times,
in their concerns and show solidarity with them.” An example: Zion members received
a sample letter they could use to write Congress and express support for the family

we believe it is important for us to share

Few LWR board and staff mem-
bers questioned use of food in relief
and development work, especially in
emergency situations. But several said
they see problems with long-term proj-
ects where poor people are paid in food
commodities for work on projects.

In 1984 the U.S. government pro-
vided food commodities worth $93.5
million to support Food for Work pro-
grams at about 50,000 projects in 49
countries, according to the U.S. Agency
for International Development. Many
of these projects were coordinated by
private relief agencies such as Lutheran
World Relief. .

These Food for Work projects,
supporters say, increase the nutritional
levels of the poorest segments of soci-
ety while stimulating local develop-
ment with benefits that reach beyond
completion of such projects as roads,
bridges, wells, and small dams.

But critics cite the cost of trans-
porting food commodities and the
short-term nature of many of the proj-
ects.

At the board meeting, the Rev. G.
William Genszler of Waukesha, Wis.,
LWR volunteer coordinator of dona-
tions in Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan, was honored by the board. In the
last 10 years, blankets and quilts do-
nated from Genszler’s region would
have stretched from Milwaukee to Aca-
pulco, Mexico. He delivered a $20,000
check to LWR from the Siebert Foun-
dation of Wisconsin.

The board also previewed a new
film Journey of Hope, about LWR's
work with the Indian population in
Peru. The film was produced by Fil-
media of Minneapolis.

This report is based on material provided by
Daniel Cattau, news bureau director, Lutheran
Council in the USA, New York,
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Learning,
giving mark
seminary
‘landlord’

by John R. Nyberg

At age 86, the Rev. Gerald Giving
still puts in a long, busy workday. And
loves it,

The lively, articulate octogenarian
was cutting swaths of green with his
power mower when a visitor stopped
by his two-and-a-half-story, stucco
home near Luther Northwestern Sem-
inary, St. Paul, Minn.

“Life seems to be treating you
well—or could it be vice versa?" said
the visitor. “You look younger than
when [ last saw you 20 years ago.”

On this particular day, Giving also
had scheduled lawn-keeping chores at
two other nearby houses that he and
his wife, Selma, own and that have
been home to seminary students for
four decades.

The Givings became landlords to
seminarians in 1944, only a few years
after Pastor Giving himself received his
divinity degree from Luther Seminary.

Jack-of-all-trades

The three houses, all built more
than a half century ago, were showing
the effects of age when the Givings pur-
chased them for what they describe as
“asong.” As a jack-of-all-trades, Giving
saw their potential for remodeling into
apartment-size dwelling units. ‘

Raised by devout, churchgoing
parents on a farm in South Dakota,
Giving is no stranger to tools and hard
work. What needed repairing at the
three houses he fixed, utilizing do-it-
yourself skills as cement mason, car-
penter, plumber, electrician, painter,
wallpaper hanger, and furnace repair-
man.

The first of 30 seminary couples
who have been tenants of the Givings
were the late Gordon Ruud and_his
wife, Lenora. They served as mission-
aries in Madagascar.
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Gerald Giving

The Ruuds came shortly after Giv-
ing had completed his first ministerial
stint—at a parish in Menomonie,
Wis.—and had begun a 25-year career
of editorial work at Augsburg Publish-

ing House, Minneapolis, mostly with

youth publications.

After retiring from Augsburg in
1968, Giving, with characteristic vigor
and optimism, plunged into a new ca-
reer. Over the next dozen years he
served as interim pastor at some 30
parishes in Wisconsin and Minnesota,
one of them Mindekirken in Minne-
apolis, where Giving preached in Nor-
wegian. He also speaks French, Ger-
man, Danish, and some Arabjc—
language skills that he honed on several
world trips.

Giving’s first trip abroad was in
the mid-1920s, when he taught English
for two years at a Presbyterian mission
school in Tripoli, Lebanon.

During the late 1920s and 1930s,
he also pieced together an education
(Augustana College, Sioux Falls, S.D.;
the University of South Dakota, Ver-
million; the University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis; and Luther Seminary);
practiced law in Madison, S.D.; served

in the South Dakota legislature; trav- -

eled the lecture circuit; and, in 1935,
honeymooned with Selma in Jerusalem.

From there they traveled to Turkey, .

Russia, Finland, and Sweden—to the

province of Varmland, Selrm. »
hood home, and (o Toten :Ms Ch
heim, Norway, from whencg?]q
parents came. ol

Staying active is
guarding against the jn
His current volunteer
tutoring a group of ¢
the University of Minnesot j,
English usage, and conducting
services for elderly Wheelchajy patia
at a St. Paul nursing home,

=

Givip 5

roads of olg,
:'_ictlvities ing
hinese Studep,

Endless energy

beaded with sweat, hammer inh
saying to Selma, ‘Mother, what shal,
do now?’ I remember him asag
husband and good father [the Giyi,
have three daughters].
“Another memory [ have of hini
that he was an early riser. At sixin
morning, I'd often hear him hunni
a hymn as he shaved in front ol
mirror. He was a plainspoken, hurt
man, very amiable, and always posili
about what tomorrow would bringf
love for the work of the church ¥
always very intense.” _
According to Lindekugel, ther¢
a better word than “tenants" for
seminarians who have stayed wilh 1
Givings. ‘We were more like ‘guests
he said. ‘“The Givings were very lovng
toward us and always wanted (0 k%"
how they could be of help. They 2™
their name implies, very giving

John Nyberg, retired news editor of;"
Lutheran Standard, edits the Nonhem
Minnesota “News," a supplement
Lutheran Standard.

S

CALL FOR APPLICATION; w2
Candidates sought lor full-time ¢a M W" o
glan Memorial Lutheran Churc? ﬁ:alh Enﬂ""mai
neapolis. Qualification: fluency In X alions 10 ]
wegian. Direct inqulriasvand ngulmwww ﬁ'ﬁ
Olson, assistant to the bishop. S0 Tpy,
Districl, 105 W. University Ave.
phone (612) 224-4313.

¥
OFFICIAL NOTICE, ;4
Nolice is hereby given, as reagr:: fAnioni. Tex-

El Camino Lutheran Church. M

efiective March :('a:hgrﬁ%w Baerwald.



wsmakers

P Rev. Norris Einertson, 55,
4 of the American Lutheran
l“was appointed army deputy
{D['Chaplains. replacing {\LC Pas-
0. Forsberg, who retired from
last October. Einertson, who
setive duty one month after his
-.'n jionin 1961, is a graduate of Lu-
n.ionhwcslcrn Theological Semi-
lsl. paul. Minn., and Augustana
1 ]égc, sioux Falls, S.D., both I‘(?latcd
e ALC. The chief of chaplains of
air force and the deputy chiefs of
_olains of the navy and army, as well
the chaplain of the marine corps, are
d at this time by Lutherans. Cur-
_ly. 273 Lutheran clergy are on ex-
L jed active duty. '

» Dr. Roy K. Nilsen, assistant to
bishop of the ALC'’s Eastern Dis-
 participated in a weeklong Na-
al Security Seminar sponsored by
US. Army War College at Carlisle
acks, Pa. Nilsen was one of 135
iness, government, media, academ-
and other leaders nationwide who
e invited to discuss national secu-
b issues and share a ‘““civilian view-
an” on defense matters with the na-
§ future military leaders.

» Robert Rogalski, 44, principal
Martin Luther School in Phoenix,
iz, has been selected one of three
ate school honorees in the third an-
National Distinguished Principal

Norris Einertson

Robert Rogalski

>
Mary Kohn

E. Abrahamson

Program. The program is sponsored by
the U.S. Department of Education and
the National Association of Elementary
School Principals, in corporate part-
nership with Pizza Hut, Inc. Martin Lu-
ther School, which has an enrollment
of 210 students in grades K-8, is op-
erated by nine congregations of the
ALC (5), Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (3), and Lutheran Church in
America (1). Rogalski will be honored
in Washington, D.C., Oct. 17, at activ-
ities hosted by U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation William ]. Bennett.

m were commissioned by the Rev. T. Anantham (seated), president of the
bers Lutheran Church, South India, to assist its pastors (pictured) in visiting church
 from, M'°"9h0ut the large parish areas. The mopeds were purchased with a gift of

"essiah Lutheran Church in Jasper, Minn., and a $3000 grant from the Division
and Inter-Church Cooperation of the American Lutheran Church.

» Mary H. Kohn, 68, of Toledo,
Ohio, accepted a silver medallion from
President Reagan on behalf of Aid As-
sociation for Lutherans (AAL), hon-
oring AAL as winner of the 1986 Pres-
ident’s Volunteer Action Award. Kohn,
who was named AAL's Fraternalist of
the Year in 1985, represented many of
AALSs 1.4 million members, who gave
1.8 million hours in 1985 organizing
140,000 activities attended by 5.5 mil-
lion people. AAL, the nation’s largest
fraternal benefit society—in assets and
life insurance in force—was selected to
receive the award from among 2300
nominations submitted in 10 cate-
gories.

» Attorney Elmer E. Abraham-
son, Chicago, for 22 years a member
and chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the American Lutheran Church and
one of its predecessor bodies, the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, was honored
June 27 for 54 years of service to the
board of trustees of the Norwegian-
American Hospital in Chicago. Abra-
hamson, 83, serves the board as sec-
retary and counsel.

» Stanley Surridge, a member of
Central Lutheran Church (ALC), Ev-
erett, Wash., spent one week of vaca-
tion in each of the last three years as a
volunteer for the ALC Mission Partners
program. In 1984, he helped to build
a new church and parsonage at Shish-
maref, Alaska; last year he remodeled
a parsonage at Santa Fe, N.M.; and in
February Surridge remodeled space for
an office and library at Fountain of
Hope Lutheran Church (ALC), Kansas
City, Mo.

» Elections: LCA Bishop James
R. Crumley Jr. is the new second vice
president of the National Council of
Churches. ... The 14,000-member
Church of the Lutheran Brethren in
America elected a Fergus Falls, Minn.,
pastor, the Rev. Robert Overgaard, to
a three-year term as its new president.
The denomination is headquartered in
Fergus Falls. ... The Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod has elected the Rev.
George Orvick, pastor of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Madison, Wis., as
its first full-time president. The synod,
which has about 20,000 members in
120 congregations in 19 states, is head-
quartered in Mankato, Minn.
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U.S. church leaders protest attack, |
on Lutheran workers in El Salvady, |

Dr. Medardo Gomez, president of
the Lutheran Church of E Salvador,
has come under renewed attack by the
Salvadoran government. Lutheran
church leaders in the United States re-
port they are worried about his safety.

In Hong Kong

The latest situation arose from
charges made by Luz Janet Alfaro Pena,
23, a former worker in the nongovern-
mental Salvadoran human-rights com-
mission. Alfaro Pena accused Luther-
an, Roman Catholic, Baptist, and

ALC young adults working and studying in Hong Kong include (from left): Row one—Jo
Ellen Kregel, Mesa, Ariz.; David Patrow, La Grande, Ore.; Tim Larson, Drayton, N.D.; Justin
VanderZiel, Two Harbors, Minn.; Craig Campbell, Eugene, Ore. Row two—Bonnie Bernard,
Stewartville, Minn.; Laura Ziehl, Fresno, Calif.; Beth Berg, Fargo, N.D. Row three—M.
Douglas Swendseid, East Asia secretary for the ALC's world mission division; John Ha-
zewinkel Il, Grand Rapids, Minn.; Ron Voss, Thousand Qaks. Calif.; Jonathon Jahnke, Wells,
Minn.; Bruce Thorpe, Luther League director of educational resources.

11 ALC youth devote summer
to Hong Kong mission project

Ron Voss of Thousand Oaks, Cal-
if., thought spending eight weeks work-
ing and studying at a refugee camp and
a youth center in Hong Kong scerpefj
“like a good way to live out Christ’s
call.”

Voss and 10 other young adulls
who are members of Amen:ican Lu-
theran Church congregations are
spending July and August in Hong
Kong under the sponsorship of the
ALC's world-mission and congrega-

i -life divisions.
nona"}'ll\lefeygung people are working as
=S

aides at the New Horizons Refugee
School, which offers summer classes
for students 6-15 years old from Viet-
namese refugee families. They also are
working at the Shatin Youth Centre, a
project of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Hong Kong serving young
people ages 6-24.

The young people are living at
Hong Kong's Lutheran Theological
Seminary. On-site coordinators of the

Episcopal church Jegge.. . ,‘.‘l”[
of following g“efril]:fi?r;n lfSaJve
Inthe accusations, ; g
cilia Alfaro, a worke, ini ez
Church of El Salvador, y © Lup, 4

as members of the SaIVagg et E‘?;t!
munist party involyeg , d:an i
money intended for hy ani{aﬂpnd;
sistance into the gueryij, mWE’::n m

Church workers fear
legations, which have been

that g,
exposure by the governme |

give
ML, mighy,

courage rightist death sq

( _ Uads
violent actions against p

program are the Revs. Valerie and John
Peterson, ALC missionaries in Hong
Kong.
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eople iy o 1

churches named. Memg %m
Church workers haye Tectiyg ;ﬂbwdel

death threats by telephone, L

Telegrams expressip ’M

g congg g'rilﬂd’”

have been sent to El Salvador Pregigdf “Ma" |
Jose Napoleon Duatte, U, Apgy lhdw_[ by
dor Edwin Corr, and U.S, Secretan [:Wf“\
State George Schultz. k;' R
fgla com

Delegation sent to help < i Roma
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) fw‘{”‘;

patched a delegation to El Salvada i 2P
affirm ““confidence in the integriy ”ﬁ‘bd:o‘[?*'é;‘
independent nature of programs of p§f 201 LN
Lutheran Church of E] Salvador adf it ato
[LWR’s] commitment to support [ TZE:HP::J
work.” v Adsanl
The delegation included Dr. Vs "“ﬂﬂ"ﬂlﬂngi

Thomsen, ALC world-mission dit e
tor: Dr. Gerald Currens, LCA “‘}f’ _;MW.'I}
mission director; Dr. Eugene _l' *MJ_anddm.
LCMS executive secretary for < % gp
ministry; and Kenneth Brown " ;’Wm bul)
LWRS Latin America ditectot f‘wpsanm
A statement, approved b_,v ey
LWR board of directors, was & *m 0z
the group. [’ . sy
g‘TSm}c)e 1982 Lutheran Wl‘:lfjld ‘ ;i:i“ﬂﬁl iny;
lief has been supporting - ~c;[ e L ﬁm“d!tkobc
tarian assistance pmgfamgor et %3 S1og,
theran Church of El SE;IVE e& K{ﬁ’fs{ayw
of our personaI'knowC fmn A, oy
fectiveness and indepen deserio EJj"CD"mC
those programs, which P(;gvperson h'::cha”e
to approximalely_loovo espec M g
rofoundly admire and ™ v'o‘Deak
gomez Ms. Alfaro, and the Yy '
S red .4

ers, the LWR board declf e \ ‘ﬁmﬂ,ﬂ“ it
The LWR smnf:mf:"ns e 0y
that “no evidence has bzfn Lulh(‘w ':?'ohﬁé% Micuhr
support” allegations agalvﬂ o “‘Ubtm .Ce"lcr A
church workers In Yy Fa“scl



ment declared, Gomez

statel
g Alfaro “'are not members of
’ M ran Communist party’’ and

: Eﬂmmgd in providing support
'h F.rabu"'do Marti Liberation
¢

‘”"mr the delegation’s visit, the
£ passy in El Salvador reportedly
s s statement saying embassy of-

., do not believe the church is aid-

he smm‘lla movement.

gt threatens
jurch freedom,
perts claim

Religious rights of U.S. citizens
| the freedom of churches to func-
, within society may be threatened
s [ederal court case in New York,
aperts in church-state matters.
What began five and a half years
a5 a suit by the Manhattan-based
rtion Rights Mobilization against
intenal Revenue Service (IRS) has
pled into a complex legal tangle in-
ing the Roman Catholic Church
by implication, all other churches.
The group is demanding that the
end the tax-exempt status of the
un Catholic Church because of al-
d political action against abortion.
¢kempt groups are barred from de-
"¢ a “substantial part”’ of their ac-
V1o influencing legislation or elec-
5.

Forllheir case, the group subpoe-
National and diocesan church rec-
Bnceming abortion, as well as
h rmons, bulletins, letters be-
" bishops and candidates, and
::'“5 of-support for 12 organi-
Th“PPOSEd lo abortion.
) e.church resisted the subpoena,
:ei" %as not involved in the suit.

"l Judge Robert Carter hit the
w:‘h a $100,000-a-day fine,
later stayed for appeal.

Relly, church-state officer
cs:l?:]'al Council of Churches,
Vand s challenge to religious
che, ll't:atva-ns the right and duty
ne . O SPeak out on moral is-

1] Nal

¥ el t-"lhv: suit “‘would have a

i on c}_lurch activity in

or of g 2¥S Michael Woodruff,

; Libene Center for Law and Re-
Y In Faljs Church, Va.

Lutherans continue
dialog with Methodists

Midway through a three-year dia-
log: Lutherans and United Methodists
believe they eventually will be able to
report a substantial consensus on their
understanding of the office of bishop.
. Members of the dialog team, meet-
ing at Techny, Ill., agreed that bishops
are ordained ministers who oversee
congrrcfgations and clergy and exercise
administrative and spiritual leadership.
C_)n the question of succession, both
sides agreed that the concept embraced
by the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and
Eastern Orthodox traditions is not es-
sential to the nature of the church or
to the exercise of a valid ministry of
oversight.

Methedists elect bishops for life;
Lutherans elect them for limited terms.
Members of the dialog team noted that
Methodist bishops assume more of a
corporate teaching role.

Some Lutherans at the meeting in-
sisted that the doctrine of justification
be mentioned in the final statement at
the end of the three-year dialog. But
some Methodists urged that justifica-
tion not be made a “litmus test.”” The
Rev. Jerome DelPino of Springfield,
Mass., a Methodist, said there was no
disagreement between John Wesley and
Martin Luther on the “centrality of jus-
tification as a way of achieving fellow-
ship with God.”

Topics for future dialogs include
the role of congregations, whether
bishops are a separate order of minis-
try, and the comparative authority of
the Lutheran Book of Concord and the
Methodist Book of Discipline.

Dr. Roger Fjeld, president of the
ALC’s Wartburg Seminary, serves as di-
alog co-chair with Los Angeles Meth-
odist Bishop Jack Tuell.

ARE YOU 83 YEARS OLD?

If so, a Life-Income Program available through The ALC Foundation Office will

bring:

® A guaranteed rate of return of 10.6% annually.

e A large amount of nontaxable income.

e An immediate tax deduction of 59% of the contract amount.

HOW? With a Charitable Gift Annuity!

This means that if you invest $10,000 now, you will receive $1,060 every year for
life; only a portion of that income will be taxable; and a tax deduction of $5,904 is
available at once. At your death the value of your annuity will go to benefit the
work of The ALC in whatever ways you choose.

This program could be the special gift you have been considering in memory of

a loved one.
YES ... that is all there is to it.

The American Lutheran Church
Foundation
422 South 5th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Write to us . . . or simply send this coupon to:

—
I

I

I

I

|

lam_____ yearsold O Male O Female |

|

IHI Tell me more about the Gift Annuity. |
|

: Name I
} Address |
| Phone :
: 0 | would like to talk with someone from the Foundation. |
L e e ————————— e J
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- A 75-page Paper to help congre-
gations and members understand ho-
mosexuality has

(AIDS) *“can be thought of as deserved
and direct divine retribution for ho-
Lutheran Ch been received by the mosexual behavior.” Several thousand
E ‘ ‘”d“ In America (LCA) homosexual males in the United States
reedtive Council. have been affected by the syndrome,
Stating that the church can “nei- which also strikes intravenous drug
ther ab§olulcly condemn, nor ignore, abusers. In some parts of the world,
nor praise and affirm homosexuality,” AIDS is widespread among heterosex-
the paper suggests tha -

) many more of ually oriented persons.
Our congregations can extend a wel- “This [paper] is a study, not a

come, without judgment, and offer pas- statement,” Dr. Kenneth Senft empha-

toral support” to persons who are ho- sized. Senft—director of the LCA Di-
mosexually oriented.

vision for Mission in North America,
the unit through which the paper was
prepared—described the paper as an
educational tool for the church.

The paper was prepared by a 12-
member advisory committee that in-
cluded a medical doctor, nurse, archi-
tect, seminary student, and professor of

Recent developments in psychol-
ogy and biology, the paper notes, in-
dicate that a homosexual orientation
may be "“a given' rather than a freely
chosen way of sexual expression.

Rejected is the notion that Ac-
quired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

.\
Retirement home conducts VBS

R, . "
..

i o B

: E et B ;
L P TS R ﬂ
[ S . L e e e

Balloon launch, picnic conclude special week

irement Homes of Glenwood, Minn., in\{olved eight of its corporate congre-
G;ﬁg:so c;dml;t ?;I:;?e than 100 voluntee(s. April 1418, in conducting vacation Bible school
g BS) for its residents, using adaptations of the Good News_Qurnculum. A congregation
(V c)! d each day’s devotion, Bible study, and crafts. Other activities included: a hymn sing,
prc_;\.flde1 ip to a hand-bell solo and organ concert, performances by second grade and high
a fiel nﬁoirs and creating memory books. One to three volunteers visited each of the
School c hé were unable to parlicipate in the group setting. One resident called the
remdenls“lﬁ best week of my life.” The Rev. Norris Erdal, the home's chaplain who initiated
program “ine said one of the challenges of the program was "“to adapt the curriculum
the .program-me oung so as not to demean or patronize older people.” He said it was
designed for rou ypeopje according to abilities and interest levels, since "older people have
important to group their golden years than at any time in their lives.”
more differences In - —
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LCA prepares paper on homosexuality

" marriage, the report said the com

history and ethics, p;

Man e
Y seek a mq;

from the church op, the SC iy,
pe.r no‘tes. “Thoge who SU }ecl_ul*

a_llty simply and exclusiye, Ony,
tion of God’ lawsg il b Sak
h' wf I bc UU cql
this tolerance™ of Nansy, |
tions, the documen says o o
think that homosexy,) el |
simply natura| alternajye ,0'“"“&
sexual ones will be angry andhhﬂ’
the church has beep S0 cautiom}‘l
paper adds. "8

5Q\en C'q..
S

Deep concern

."Our tone needs to he omeof
al discernment, of openness g,
learning, of deep pastoral coneen o
persons, and of ful] awareness f
ambiguity of many sexual sipyj;
and choices that persons face loda

Reference is made 1o (he |2
LCA statement, *“‘Sex, Marrigge
Family Life,” that describes hongal |
uality as “‘a departure from the ks
osexual structure of God's creatioe”

Noting that the church hes v
tionally viewed sexual relations &
propriate only within the contet

T

was divided as to whether arld
ship between homosexual pers
could “meet the standard ofaco"
of fidelity” mentioned in the theols}
cal and ethical portions of the ™
Close study of biblical texts 44
ing with sexuality “leads to an’
but clear and absolute dlrecllqgl:t- .
paper argues. Portions of the Bxlbeh
ing with sexual sins oughtl ﬂopmld
to *‘bludgeon gay and lesbian %
exclude them from full fellowsliz 1
in the community of the bﬂgwu
In asking the churchto
in attitudes towarhd {IOII.T_IO
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tentatively when certam' ycn e y |
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pniversaries

. John's Lutheran, Carding-

0, July 10. .
E()::‘rﬁal]ss Lutheran, Racine,

] |22, )

uh::& Lutheran, Madison,
Aug: 16-17.

. }we points Lutheran, Blue

o, Wis.. Aug. 17

| Freeborn Lutheran,
ve, Minn., Aug. 16-17.
Lutheran, Balaton,

entrd
rks Gro
Zion

. AUg. 10.
. Paul Lutheran, Ottumwa,
Lo, Aug. 24,

price Lutheran, Osseo, Wis.,

22.
Weyerls Immanuel Lutheran,

pdgepole. Neb., Aug. 3. .

Zion Lutheran, Creighton,
Neb., July 4-0.

2t Moe Lutheran, Garfield,
July 27.

porterfield Lutheran, Porter-

ARE. ).

6 Scobey Lutheran, Scobey,
Mont.. July 26-27.

=St. John Lutheran. Arlington,
. Aug. 30-31.

351 John Lutheran, Craig, lowa.
 5-6.

lonement Lutheran, Missoula,
Mool Aug. 23-24,

ciuoed in thes ksting, please notify THE
S'anoaro of your congregation's an-

0 tlergy deaths

.ENRe\‘. Oscar L. Olsrud, 96, Bis-
Illé&D‘: born Marcﬁ 17, 1890; died
192_(J:fnﬂ-w:d parishes in Hingham,
5“13-301; Clarkston, Wash. (1930-
.mge. Mont. (1938-43); Beach
by M Almont (1957-67), N.D.;
. Bin of Missouri Slope Lutheran
‘marck-(1967-69); retired in

_Rﬂ.ot:.rl E. Fischer, 71, Portland,
ey T2 1914; died May 28,
-.--zh Parishes in Cleveland, Ohio
Ponlaﬁdﬁngelcs. Wash, (1942-

+ Ore. (1961-78); mem-

57y "ogram and Policy Council
nd 195 Board of Publication
1-66), International Lu-

Mission on W, ;
v (v] h
Music Committe:i ip and ILCW

~

Rtu,D "

hn M;yv';j}]- Lunde, 48, Goleta,
" Parishe. 1938; died June 5,
= orig 9:;__“1 BE]Oi_t (1963—66)
51:::"'“ Churchn(;' ]Wls.; pastor of
j me il i “Jgso eta, from 1975

LWF to transfer
some bank funds

The Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) has decided to withdraw funds
frm_'n three of the seven banks with
which it does business because the
banks are involved in South Africa.

. The three banks affected are: Na-
tional Westminster Bank, London;
Swiss Bank Corporation, Geneva; and
Citibank, New York.

The 1984 LWF Assembly and the
federation’s executive committee had
requested that a review of LWF's bank-
ing relationships with South Africa be
undertaken.

Four banks were found to have
policies toward South Africa that were
consistent with LWF policy: Chase
Manhattan Bank, New York; Schroe-
der, Muenchmeyer, Hengst and Com-
pany, Frankfurt; Skandinaviska En-
skilda Banken, Stockholm; and
Evangelische Darlehnsgenossenschaft,
Kiel, West Germany.

CLASSIFIED

RATE $5 per word, $80 mimmum Prepayment required Single in-
Iuals. abbrewviations. alphabelical and numencal groups (for example.
box numbers), names of ciies and states, ZIP codes, and enlire
Ielephone numbers counl as one word each

FOOD SERVICES DIRECTOR—year-round position.
Housing/ulililes provided. Salary open. Starl SeBL 1.
Send resumé lo EWALU Bible Camp, Strawberry Point,
|A 52076.
SEEKING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR: lull-
lime, multi-stafi, excilini o%pnrtunny. King of Glory Lu-
theran Church, 6411 LI reeway, Dallas, TX 75240.
(214) 661-9435. .
LUTHERAN BIBLE SCHOOL, Mission, B.C., Canada
Complete Bible school lrmnin% Room, board, tuition:
$1500 US. Box 3174, Mission, B.C., Canada, vav 4J4
MOVING TO TUCSON? Lutheran salesperson can help
ou find home or invesiment. Yvonne Hoamn, Tucson
Eea]ty, 1331 N Wilmot Rd., Suite 100, Tucson, AZ 85712-
5155. (602) 885-0300.
ORGANIST, part-time. Large congregation. Prefer grad-
uate-level lraining and/ar experience. Potential for growth
opportunities. Resumé requested. First Lutheran Church,
327 5. Dakola Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57102.
EAST LEMONWEIR LUTHERAN CHURCH desires lo
purchase church bell Contact Pastor Harvey Frye, Roule
1, Box 125A, New Lisbon, WI 53950. (608) 562-3236.
H MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Full-ime position, ne-
ch::iggla salary. Apply: Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 370
unipero, Long Beach, CA 90814

New to the clergy roster

Information provided by ALC general secretary’s office.

BEKEDAM, MAHLON JAN, 5433 Elmbank Rd. . Rancho Palos Verdes
CA 90274 (DWMIC)

CALLANDER, I[EFFRLY H.. Amboy MN 56010 (Jackson Lake)

CLAUSSEN, RAYMOND M R 1. Box 71, Bonduel WI 54107 (As

cension) ]
COES. D PAUL, Box 534, Thicf River Falls MN 56701 (assoc . Trin-

nyl
FRANCIS. MARTIN P 1501 Grandview. fortsmouth OH 45002

thrst)

HAGLE GRANT. B2 lewent Springlicld MO 05807 (chap St John's
Health Center) _ )

HANSEN, JOHN L Box 057, Mobridge SD 37001 tassoc . Trimity)

HUNSBLRGFR. ELEANOR M 5300 10th Ave S Mpls. MN 55417
(assoc  Nokomis Haghis)

MALOTRY, CATHERINE A 2515 Chicago Ave S Mpls MN 55404

ip 1 assoc . Our Saviour)

OLSON. RANDY | 3280 Broadview Rd . Cleveland OH 44134 (as
soc , Parma!

PYLE. MARCIA LYNN, 1306 Wilcox St Menomonie W 54751 (as
soc , Chrent

assl.,

WEE. MORRIS ©. 2511 E Franklin. Mpls. MN 55406 (p!
Bethany) i

WENDT, RANDY R.. A & M Route. Box 41, Cucro TX 77954 (Zon)

WHAY, THOMAS D . Box 161, Tescott KS 67484 (St Paul!

WILMS, MARK F. 106 W Plumer St.. Box 9172, Toledo OH 43605
(Bethlchem)

Pastors’ changes of address

Information provided by ALC general secrelary’s office.

ALTHOFF, K. W, R_4, Box 39. Cannon Falls MN 55009 (ret.)

BABINE. DANIEL A . Laporte. to 6500 Excelsior Blvd., Box 650, St
Louis Park MN 55426€ (study)

BAKKEN, HARDIS € . 335 Summit Dr., Pinole CA 94564 (rct.)

BARTLE, KENNETH A . Galata, 1o Box 2248, Polson MT $9860
(Good Shepherd)

BECKER, 5. M . Brookings OR. 1o 2220 Exposition Dr.. No 99, San
Luis Obispo CA 93401,

BEISSEL, FLIZABETH W.. Mpls . 10 6925 Perry Ave N.. Brooklyn
Center MN 55429 (assoc , First)

BERNTSON. GORDON N.. Carnnglon ND, to 309 4th 5t N., Fargo
ND 58102 (Pontoppidan) g

BLOCK. DANIEL |. G. G . 2nd Brigade, 7ih Inf. Div. Fort Ord CA
93941

BRAATZ. NORMAN V. Lake Havasu City AZ, to 150 N. Palm. La
Habra CA 90631 (Fmmanuel).

BRANDT, R. D.. Scatile. to /o Rolf Drandt, 8613 800 Ave. W.. Oak
Harbor WA 98277

CARLETON. CLYDE M., 9915 Emnora Ln., Houston TX 77080

CHRISTOPHERSON, JAMES E., Madison. 1o | 24 E. Second 51, Can-
ton SD 57013 (Canton).

DIERS, GRETCHEN L. 202 Prospect. Lisbon ND 58054,

DILLE, SARAH | Volga SD. to 585 Portland Ave., St. Paul MN 55102.

DOCKEN, MARK S. B.. Flaxville MT. 1o Box 95, Mission Hill 5D
57046 (Vangen)

ELLEFSON, CHARLES T.. Pembina. to 1219 4th Ave. N, New Rock-
ford ND 58356 (Kvernes)

FARWELL, ELWIN D. Blair NE, 10 308 Leil Enckson Dr., Decorah
1A 52101 (ret.).

FAUST, DANIEL G . Harwood. to Box 115, Ruiland ND 58067 (Nord-
land)

FENTON, PHILLIP R . 6381 New Copeland Rd., Tyler TX 75703
(Redeemer).

FETTERMAN, EINAR A . New Brighton MN. 1o Main St. and Seventh,
Box 140, S1. Thomas ND 58276 (5t. John).

FICK.CALVINC. Park Ridge IL.to 4110 E. M1. Vernon Rd.. Waterloo
1A 50701 (St. John).

FISHER, STEPHEN M., Pemberville OH. to 308 Monroe St., Hartford
City IN 47348 (Zion)

FLATGARD, GARY E.. Madelia, 1o 127 Gunderson Blvd.. Kenyon
MN 55946 (admin , Kenyon Sunset Home)

FOSS, HARLAN F.. 216 Manitou St.. Northfield MN 55057 (ret.)

GJELTEN. E. A.. 2028 Arbutus N.E., Olympia WA 98506 (ret.)

GROETTUM, ). R.. Sun City AZ. to 2690 Oxford N., Apt. 254, St
Paul MN 55113,

HAGEDORN, RONALD F.. East Northport NY. to 4500 Refugee Rd.,
Columbus OH 43232 (Grace).

HANSEN, DONALD T.. Minnctonka, 10 7500 York Ave. 5., No. 521,
Edina MN 55435

HANSON, MARILYN G.. Decorah. 1o 310 E. 2nd. Holstein [A 51025
(St. Paul).

HELGESEN, G. S.. 1128 S. Landmark Tr. Hopkins MN 55343

HERTENSTEIN, RICHARD R. Ir., Loogootec IN, to Box 785, Chat
sworth IL 60921 (S1. Paul)

HIERONYMUS. IOHN. Forest City 1A, 1o R. 1, Box 57-A. Deshler
NE 68340

JOHNSON, ELDRED P.. Box F. Turtle Lake ND 58575 (rer ).

JOHNSON, NEAL S, Sioux City IA, 10 114 Erin. Kermville TX 78028
(ret).

KALLEVIG, LLOYD C.. Apache Junction AZ. to 301 5 QOak. Hen-
dncks MN 56136,

KASTE. OMAR 5.. Alameda Alaides 102 Tcaran, 24230 Niterom RJ.,
RS Branl

KLEMM, KEITH E.. 51. Olsl. 1o Box 95. Woden LA 50484 (St. John).

KNUDSEN. STEPHEN B, Aberdeen SD. 10 201 S. Greenfield Rd ,
Mcsa AZ 85200 (ncw cong ).

KORSRUD. WALTER W. La Crosse. 10 1116 10th Ave. N.. Api. 5.
Onalaska W1 54650.

I\\”I;LL':) JOHN |.. Rolfe IA. to 302 S. Elm. Toppenish WA 98948

aith).

LANDSBERG. U. FREDRIK. La Puenlte, 10 1510 N. Parton St., Santa
Ana CA 92706 (St Peter)

LANGHOLZ. EUGENE N.. 801 Kensington Lake. Celina OH 45822
(rec ).

MCLAGAN, MARK R, Ferndale CA. 10 201 W. Redd Rd.. E! Paso
TX 79932 (Shepherd of the Valley).

MEYER, ALBERT L, Ord, 10 710 Circle M., Hastings N

MIDTHUN. ERIC O. PO Box 15, Kaintiba G.T Pr::‘i:ci.b:(goi:cr-
ema, Papua New Guinea.

MOONEY, ROBERT T., Scottsdale AZ. 10 4861 Live
Linda CA 92686 tassoc . Messiah). EPS Tt

MUELLER. DENNIS D.. Anton. 1o 490 Sixth St Burlington CO
80807

ME'I[;R\\'ULD‘ARVID. Blair. 10 R 2, Box 52, Amery W1 54001 (ret )

N ON, OBED. Anchorage AK, 10 1 in G {
78705 (dur . Faulkner Cir') o0 B faransk, BT

\ly{_glz?lﬁ::q {'[ HENRY. Fort Mevers FL. 1o Box 167, Glen Route, Aitkin

NORDMARK. HANS C |, Baker OR, 10 Box 237. C ,

OESTREICH. CLARENCE W . 295 N Lee St, La (llr::r:ze“'ra 313)2-:’5
fret )

Olli-::i_l%:?g‘lljl Neche, 10 Box 624, Valley City ND 58072

PANOS, JAMES. Luhonia to 275 .
30245 {Amnzing Grace] 5 Tuwon Way, Lawrenceville GA

PRATT, WILFRED A Ir. 617 E. Rosc Ave . St ‘

RITCHIE, AMES R Jr. Fort Camphel] KY. 1o ljl):;ll-:'!r.\l ;?)]S Ip,\N
I’SC Box 1515 APO Miami FL 34004 :

“'E',';;“.i STEVEN € 4070 Bumper Cir. San Diego CA 92124 (mil

RODE, ARTHUR E . San Antonio, to ) .
TX 78624 1t dir CTM 0% 132 B, Fredericksburg
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Chernobyl
offering

A special July 4th offering
for the recovery and renewal of
the people and life in Chernobyl,
Russia, was taken by Luther
Place Memorial Church, Wash-
ington, D.C., a congregation of
the Lutheran Church in America.

Pastor John F. Steinbruck
said the Chernobyl tragedy of-
fered a providential opportunity
to do “a thing that makes for
peace’ and “‘radiate a godly love
and common concern to our sis-
ters and brothers of Chernobyl.”
The gifts might be used to re-
place some livestock that were
casualties of radiation fallout, ac-
cording to Steinbruck.

ROTH. GARY A.. Baltimore MD. to 1305 State Ave.. Coraopolis PA
15108 (Zion)

ROWOLD, PAUL L., Rockford IL. 1o 4750 S. Clarkston St., Engle-
wood CO 80110 (Grace).

RUECHEL, STEVEN R., Thompson. to 616 2nd Ave. S., Grand Forks
ND 58201 (East Walle).

RUNNING, HALVARD, Daingerficld TX. 1o R. 1. Sarona W1 54870.

SAMPLE, RONALD C.. 3332 Stirrup, Newcastle WY 82701 (secular
empl.)

SCHEY. H. NORMAN, Hanlcy Falls, 10 R. 1, Pennock MN 56279,

SCHLACK, RICHARD L., 2725 Westgale Dr., Rapid City SD 55702
(ret.)

SCHMIT, CLAYTON |., Fargo ND, to 2465 Le Conte Ave., Berkeley
CA 84709 (study).

SCHOCH, KARL A.. Moyers WV, 10 Main 5t., Box 136, Connoque-
nessing Pa 16027 (St. John).

SCHULZ, LEONARD |., 751 E. Msadison Cir.. Pittsburgh PA 15229
(ret.)

SENFF, PAUL G., Box 39. Kainantu EHP, Papua New Guinea

SPIEKER, ERICH, Box 25, FMBS, Garaina Via Lac, Papua New Guin-

ca

STRAIN, F WARREN, Yuma AZ, 10 3337 58th Ave 5. W.. Seatlle WA
98116

SWANTZ. LOWELL H., Williston ND, to S 1627 Pittsburg, Spokane
WA 99202 (ret.).

TAINTOR, PAUL A., Des Motnes IA. to Frost MN 56033 (Dell).

TANDE, EVERETT V., 405 E. Poplar, Libby MT 59923 (ret.).

TANG, O. GORDON, Blaine, 10 4321 Arden View Ct., Arden Hills
MN 55112,

THOMPSON, ROGER A., Phoenix, to 5601 E. Broadway, Tucson AZ
B5711 (Calvary)

TOLLEFSON, MERLE O., 572 Gregory Dr.. Vacaville CA 95688
(ret.).

WALCK, ALFRED W, Sioux City IA, o 3601 Dakota Avc.. South
Sioux City NE 68776 (Firsi—LCA).

WANDERSEE. ROBERT E., BP 880, Antananariva 101 Madagascar.

WOLFE. WILLIAM D., 2275 20th St., No. 3, Vero Beach FL 32960
(Living Lord)

WOLFF, WALTER L.. New Rockford, to Taylor ND 58656 (Taylor,
St John). .

YU, KWANG [A, Dallas TX. to 1406 N. Laramie. Chicago IL 60651.

OFFICIAL NOTICE

Pursuant fo the constitution and bylaws of the American
Lutheran Church (8.11., 8.13., 8.13.11., B.13.12.,
9.36.21.) upon decision of the Church Council and at the
call of the Rev. David W. Preus, general president, the
Thirteenth General Convention of the American Lutheran
Church will meet, God willing, in Minneapolis, Minnesola,
August 23-29, 1986. The convention will begin with a

session at 4:00 P.M., Saturday, Augus! 23, and
conclude al approximately 12:00 noon, August 29, 1986.

j 1l meet as follows: Augsburg College, Au-
cgrﬁml?nsga'[)ana College, August 24, 1986; Luther
%ollege. August 24, 1986; St. Ola College, Al ust 24,
1986; Texas Lutheran College, Augus! 24, 1986; Warl-
burg College, August 24, 1986; American Lutheran
Church, August 26, 1986; Evangelical Lutheran Church,
August 26, 1986; Board of Administration of the Lutheran
Free Church, August 26, 1986; United Evnng&lnml Lu-
\heran Church, Augus! 26, 1986; and Zion ety for

26, 1986.
Israsl, August 20 L yn W. Baerwaid, general secretary
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. 5210 N Lamar Bivd, Box 49337,
3224 Beverly Bivd, Box 57974,

... for the growing
believer. new
titles to introduce
Augsburg’s Christian
Growth Books.

THE FAITH-HARDY
CHRISTIAN

How to deal with stress, face
change, turn losses into spiritual
gains. People who meet the
challenges of life exceptionally
well are called “hardy.” Dr. Gary
Harbaugh shows how the
“faith-hardy” person allows
Christ to turn today's problems
into tomorrow’s growth.

$6.95, paper

THE POWER OF AFFIRMING
TOUCH

Reach out and touch a world of
lonely people. Wilson Wayne
Grant, M.D., shows how physical
and emotional touch can open
channels of communication,
bring affirmation, and facilitate emotional healing. Practical
ways to express Christian love and concern. $6.95, paper e

CRITICIZING : g
Criticism is a two-edged sword—hard to accept and hard to
give. Christian psychologist William J. Diehm helps you deal
with such issues as: overcoming self-criticism; learning from
your critics; helping others to change without hurting them;
and dealing with gossip and slander. A life-changing look ata
difficult subject. $6.95, paper

Please order from your branch

426 5 6th St, Box 1809, Mpls MN 56440
57 E Main St, Columbus 0‘1)-1 43215
124 8 24th St, Omaha NE 68102

Austin TX 78765

Los Angeles CA 90057
2001 3rd Ave, Seattle WA 98121

(Add $1.00 for mail orders)




4 is your answer to ‘‘once saved,
" saved”? C.V\(., Tex.
W clever slogan that dpesn t mean
L .t least the way it usually is
o on convinced that somebody is
| dvocates of the slogan say, “You
'« rue.’ When a person falls away
e faith, the answer is that she or
'l saved in the first place.”
eis no way you can win that game.
The slogan is based on a misrcading
weral beautiful passages of Scrip-
7 John's Gospel, Jesus promises
0 one will snatch us out of God'’s
John 10:28-29). In Romans, Paul
many things that will never separate
om God's love (Rom. 8:38-39).
neither passage says we can't
ale ourselves from the love of God.
tells of Christians who become
By, lost souls, after preaching the
iaews 10 others.

‘Unce saved, always saved” is part
mejor misunderstanding of what it
810 be a Christian. This error usu-
sccompanied by the belief that you
#l a certain way in order to be
i Once you have this feeling, the
£0cs, you need not worry—be-
H0U've got it made. Yet the Bible
0l exhortations to stand fast, to
SETE. What are those for, if “once
Blvays saved'?

" dc 1o rely on God for our sal-
" Ul we are to run the race and
- ood fight. Nothing that hap-
usWill Stparate us from the love
y - God doesn't operate a pris-
> “Mwalk away from God. The
:F s¢em comforting, but it is

3‘: opinion of smoking in
"\!pas?: Can it be controlled
: and some important
¢ heavy smokers?
- I.C., Minn.
_ ol??}i long has been a problem
church. Smoking irritates
EHdcnc:?éIITlnin‘x_z it in.-ilales oth-
"0 g o) at s.mokmgl causes
I 'er diseases is over-

Ple, vel

once saved, alwa

by William A. Poovey

whelming—at east to researchers and
health professionals, if not to the Tobac-
co Institute.

So we might say that no Christian
should smoke. But that would be too se-
vere. The faith Christ taught is based not
on forbidding things but on salvation by
grace. Moreover, those who smoke often
find it almost impossible to quit. So we
should recognize the struggle of smok-
ers, not condemn them.

We should start by limiting the
places in church buildings where people
may smoke. Talk with your pastor about

&6

s A =]

Let’s set the record
straight. Efforts to soften
the masculine language
and imagery of the Bible
are being made in many
denominations.

this. Explain that smoking makes it hard
for many people to attend meetings.
Most pastors, even smokers, will under-
stand.

You may get smoking banned en-
tirely in your church. But be careful. You
are dealing with some people who may

“No shirt, no shoes, no service,
right?"

QUESTION BOX

ys saved?

resent the fact that they can’t quit while
others are free of the smoking habit.
With care, this matter can be worked
out,

Efforts are being made to substitute
feminine pronouns for God in place
of the masculine ones. This seems to
be happening only among Luther-
ans. Why aren’t our pastors de-
nouncing this practice from the pul-
pit? R.H., Wis.

First, let’s set the record straight. Ef-
forts to soften the masculine language
and imagery of the Bible are being made
in many denominations. So this is not a
distinctly Lutheran show. The National
Council of Churches, which represents
many church bodies, has issued a more
sex-neutral version of the lectionary—
the lessons for the Sundays of the church
year.

We don't pay pastors to denounce
things from the pulpit. They are called
to proclaim the gospel; and if they do
that faithfully, we are receiving full mea-
sure for what we pay them.

The real problem here is the English
language and its shortage of sex-neutral
pronouns. Where no English word exists
to express exactly what is meant in the
Hebrew and Greek biblical manuscripts,
we traditionally have used the masculine.

But we should watch our language.
Whenever possible, we can avoid use of
pronouns in reference to God.

Of course, God isn’t a “*he.” God is
far beyond us and doesn’t exist as a sex-
ual being. But neither is God a “'she’’
Frankly, I don’t believe we honor God
when we use feminine pronouns. If that

reflects my masculine prejudice, so be
it. m

William Poovey, a retired
seminary professor, lives in
San Antonio, Tex. He is
author of many books,
including The Prayer He
Taught, What Did Jesus Do?,
and Planning a Christian
Funeral,
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A moment
of grace

by Rebecca Johnson

smdcms at First Lutheran Preschool in Northridge,
California, are active evangelists, but most of them prob-
ably don’t know it. Each week about 20 children from
the school visit 15 outpatients at Northridge Hospital.
About a third of the patients have Alzheimer’s disease.
A Others have multiple scle-
sm rosis or stroke-related prob-
'— lems, or they simply are frail
and need special care.

mli"s Jeanne Ritterbusch, a

member of First Lutheran
Church, describes the effects of the children’s weekly
visits on her husband, Don, who has Alzheimer’s disease:
“Adults like Don feel that they can be themselves with
the children. At first Don was reluctant to go to the
hospital for outpatient care. But it didn't take him long
to like the children’s interest in him.”

The children, through their singing and dancing,
help the adults get beyond their preoccupation with
themselves and their illnesses. The children’s touch,
laughter, dancing, and songs make it hard for the patients
to resist being open with them.

Jeanne explained that Don, who sometimes is de-
fensive and resists her help at home, opens up to the
children. Once, for example, Don even danced with the
children.

Preschooler John Turner often visits the hospital,
where his mother, Judy, is the licensed clinical social
worker for the program. John asked his mother about
Don: ‘“What happened to him? Why doesn’t Don talk?”’
Judy explained Don’s memory loss by likening him to
“Forgetful Jones” on *“‘Sesame Street.” That satisfied
ohn.

' Don recently moved into a nursing home because

of the progress of his disease. John misses Don, One day

John asked Judy: ‘“Why isn’t he here anymore? Did Don
c.l'

& Judy explained that Don needs special care. “It’s

It's graham cracker time for the preschoolers

&
) wh
visit outpatients at Northridge Hospital in No sy

rthridge, Gl;llyﬂ_

amazing that John thought about the possibility that Doy
may have died,” said Judy. “Death is a concept mog
preschool children don’t often consider. Perhaps ihi;
program, in which the children see older people on
regular basis, helps the children realize that death isa
reality.”

Judy doubts that the children realize how much the
give to the adult outpatients. “The children mainlyse}
that dancing, graham crackers, and juice help to make |
the morning a good time. ... The children don't s
anything ‘inferior’ about the adults. They simply set
them as people who have graham crackers and juice with
them and who sometimes sing and dance with them. |
These children are ministering to people. Their minisiy |
involves not seeing the other person’s defects or prob-
lems, but merely seeing the person.” |

Carlynn Lee, director of the preschool, says manj
of the children refer to the patients as their grandms |
and grandpas. She says the children make craft projects
for the adults, while the adults do the same for the chil |
dren. .

Judy Turner says the outpatients find purpose
their day when the children visit. The patients, she s?ys. .
are motivated to help bake cookies, make paper floWe™ |

. . W the o
or color pictures of dinosaurs because they know ™ |

: ni
children care for them and because they want tofi

projects for the preschoolers. ®

y od! |
Rebecca Johnson is a writer and editor in the meﬂcﬂm hes |
Church's Division for Life and Mission in the Congreg

accepted a call to First Lutheran in Pomona, Calf.

T

o - o . wives and Pl

; in Ministry by William E. Staying in Love: What ivet Vs ),
?—ld:l':;gl(ngafl;:filothbound. $13.95). Here is Can Do to Keep their Love ‘:]_-!:Jvuﬂd' }:il i
an effective approach to help clergy cope with B““s e i p:gg . pasll”;,i \
job-related stress and the danger of burnout. Through his expericnce het K X

i insi hology
Hulme combines insights from psycholog
and medicine with the resources of the Chris-
tian faith to give pastors tools for dealing with,
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W
century in which the Christian movement was about three key concert do whe?
born, developed, and later was separa :
and reducing, stress levels. its Jewish beginnings. Rowland does a %ﬁfomb Shows & aﬂg\: o1 base
Christian Origins: From Messianic Move-  of describing the world in which Jesus lived f,aﬁ::ssl;stcm rather tha
ment to Christian Religion by Christopher  and worked. His comprehensive book makes tionalism. ourg P
Rowland (Augsburg, paperbound, $19.95).  important contributions to the serious study AUGSZE
This book focuses on the all-important first  of the New Testament,

i hat
counselor, Diehm shares W | 10 W

o makel)"’e ona 0™
oveEvY" ot

ozron feeling® * oot
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your love is fading; what 1 i Io"‘fls'-av "
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4 . 70 members of the Commission for a New
® on Church (CNLC) moved toward the end of
four-year saga, they reached their finest

n;y worked hard to weave together the various
i of history and practice in the American

-on Church (ALC), Lutheran Church in

2 (LCA), and Association of Evangelical

wran Churches (AELC). In so doing, they came
o and trust one another. They also discovered
o and again all that these three churches have in
snon. And they saw clearly how much we as

terans belong together. Their final meeting

owed that they have experienced, through their

bris, a [oretaste of that beautiful hope now known
e Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

?-t‘ ).
“Conclusive’” was the one-word description for
tCNLC’s last meeting, offered by Dr. William

pison, who chaired the commission. The June 23-
imeeting in Seattle was conclusive, he said,

s the commission made some major decisions
Kluding the extended discussion members have

lon several subjects (see pages 24-25 in this issue
ges 16-17 in the July 11 issue). The meeting
Was conclusive because the CNLC completed
signment given to it in 1982.

Never in the CNLC’s 10 meetings were there
emly clear divisions along church-body lines.
BIALC, 31 LCA, and 8 AELC representatives
#ed both the diversity that exists within each of
firee church bodies and the common concerns

it among them. Some votes were lopsided, but
e or two had representatives of a single

f1body on the losing side. Even then, the repre-
2/ of the three churches were not voting in
blocs,

: w._fools

& Process of coming together did not begin
lil.mmmmlssm", of course. The roots of this
ack at least several decades. But the quest
N unity entered a new stage when the
J eml' [CA’ and AELC conventions made a
of [ho forming a new Lutheran church. By
ST of | ¢ CNLCss final meeting, our pursuit
. A Utheran unity yielded a symphony of
Were s? result, the CNLC's proposed (_:locu-
€ chy "engthened and refined for action at
' rc}:l conventions later this month.
§ concluding meeting did not degen-
® had feared, into a matter of winners

and losers on key remaining questions. Instead, solu-
tions were found that fit well the uniting churches
and offer a good foundation for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

e On congregations and whole church:
The CNLC, in the proposed constitution, affirmed
the responsibility and authority of congregations for
all matters not delegated to synods and the church-
wide structure, a special concern in the ALC and
AELC. At the same time, the partnership and inter-
dependence of the various parts of the church were
underscored. This had been a matter of great interest
in the LCA. The proposed language arises from LCA
tradition but also fits ALC experience.

e On ecumenical commitment: The
ecumenical awareness and direction of the new
church were clarified and underscored. The ELCA,
declares the constitution, will ““seek unity in faith
and life with all Lutherans within its boundaries”
and will “foster Christian unity by participating in
ecumenical activities, contributing its witness and
work, and cooperating with other churches.”

A change in the ecumenical section of the
CNLC’s earlier document had been sought by the
LCA bishops, Executive Council, and several synod
conventions. The new proposal, offered by ALC
representatives, was drawn from wording in the
LCA’s present constitution. While it grows out of the
LCA’s tradition, it fits the ALC’s ecumenical commit-
ment and practice.

e On ministry: The CNLC took only 20
minutes to adopt a new chapter on ministry. This is
one of the issues that had undergone lengthy discus-
sion in several previous meetings. Through this
change, the “ministry of the baptized people of
God" is affirmed. At the same time, the distinctive
role of the ordained ministry is expressed. Provision
also is made for “‘appointment” of laity for full-time
church work.

e On pensions: The one rocky point came
early in the CNLC meeting when the LCA proposal
was introduced to increase the basic pension contri-
bution from 9% to 12%. But the commission main-
tained, on a 40-28 vote, the previously endorsed
compromise.

I hope the CNLC’s thoughtfully developed, care-
fully refined proposals will receive hearty support
from delegates at the ALC, LCA, and AELC conven-
tions. If so, August 29—the date of the ELCA vote—
will be a grand moment for thanks and celebration.

Lowell Almen
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with Your IRA.

You don't have to go to a  individual is tax-deferred* In addition
bank to start your IRA. Just sit And you'll like our high  you'll get the k? althe,
down. Relax. And start an Indi- interest rates, financial strength  service your ﬁnnd‘? ety
vidual Retirement Annuity with ~ and retirement benefits you  deserve. Yoy, Ua;}nqa]
your representative from Aid  can't outlive. resentative wil| he]nEdMl'
Association for Lu- ceed NIRRT yoﬁyofl-m
therans (AAL). PR ' i

You'll save
time because
we'll make
your appoint-
ment when it's
convenient for
you.

You'll save \
money, too, just \ -
as you would with 7
an IRA from a bank .
— up to $2,000 in
contributions per

Home Office Acgielo” W

X d
w0 ok

oul non
) include YO
= All wage camers can contribute up to $2,000 a year toward an [RA. The amount increases to $2,250 if you
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