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Thisis no forn foryour retirement savings tö bei. 
Probably a large portion 

of your investments are 
made to provide retire 
ment income. And every 
year, you pay taxes on 
interest those investments 
earn. Unless you invest in 
our Single Premium 
Deferred Annuity (SPDA) 
or Flexible Premíunm 
Deferred Annuity (FPDA). 

What our tas-defered 
annuities Can do for yOu. 
Both can provide a retire 
ment income tor as long 
as you (or you and your 
spouse) live. Earnings 
accumulate at a competi 
tive rate of interest 
Currently our SPDA is 
earning at an annual rate of 
925% And unlike CDs, 

taxes are deferred until you 
receive annuity payments 
usually after you've retired 

and are in 
a lower 
tax 
bracket. 

You can start an SPDA: 
with as little as $5000 and 

925: 
investment of only $4164 
(S500 annually). 
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LIKE A WEDDING 

by Jean Caffey Lyles 
Marriage as a metaphor tor the formation of a new 

Lutheran church has its limitations. Still. an "out 

eider' SUggests that church unions are like wed 

dings in more ways than one. 

DO YOU BELONG T0 A 'SUCESSFUL' 
CONGREGATION? 
by Philip A. Nesset 
To be healthy and vibrant, a congregation needs 
at least three qualities-faithfulness in worship, dil 
igence in prayer and education, and acceptance 

of diversity. 

LOTTERIES 
by Gordon Dalbey 
A state lottery initiative reminded one pastor of how 
easy it is to fall under the spell of rainbows prom 
ising pots of gold. 
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"It's when I haunt the streets and pathways that 
prayer has a way of turning me into Jacob wrestling 
with God, entering a debate in which God's ar 
guments always reshape my own." 

by Charles R. Turbin 

WHERE TO FIND... 
15 LETTERS 

"It's time we take seriously the presence of violence 
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COVE: "Right now, the planned 
Lutheran union is at the stage where 
hostilities start breaking out over 
whether the bride's or groom's pastor 
should perform the ceremony, over 
who should or shouldn't be invited to 
the rehearsal dinner, whether 'Loh 
engrin' would be tacky, and whether 
the chosen matron of honor, who will 
be six months pregnant, shouldn't as 
sume a less prominent role in the fes 
tivities." So says an "outsider" taking 
a look at the proposed new Lutheran 
church. Read more in "Like a Wed 
ding," beginning on page 4. 
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LIKE A 
WEDDN ING 

An "outsider" looks at proposals 
for a new Lutheran church and 

suggests this prospect is . . . 

hurch unions are like weddings in more ways 
than one. Never mind, for the moment, the 
obvious limitations of marriage as a meta 
phor for a three-way merger, such as the 

union of the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran 
Church in America (LCA), and the Association of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) into the Evan 
gelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Whooping and hollering 

by Jean Caffey Lyles 

First, certain moments connected with both wed 
dings and church unions cause everyone present, in 
cluding total strangers, to go all misty-eyed and sen 
timental and to babble about this splendid match and 
the glorious future that lies ahead. 
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The last such moment I remember in the progress 
toward Lutheran union happened on a hot September 
day in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1982. In the big, bright, 
air-conditioned convention hall, more than 1000 del 
egates and visitors to the LCAs national convention 
sang "The Church's. One Foundation" (the standard 
hymn for such occasions) in rhythm with their ALC 
and AELC counterparts in San Diego and Cleveland. 
As all those Lutherans, tenuously united by an audio 
connection, sang four-part harmony (and rather well), 
there was not a dry eye in the house. We unbiased 
outsiders at the press table kept our usual cool, jour 
nalistic objectivity while dabbing at our eyes with a 
Kleenex. Just prior to the hymn, we had witnessed a 
kind of long-distance betrothal via the audio hookup, 
followed by some semidignified Lutheran whooping 
and hollering. 

We will see at least one or two more Four-Ha 
kerchief High Moments in the annals of ecumeni 
thrills by the time the happy new Lutheran family s 
up housekeeping in Milwaukee (presumably) in la 
ary 1988 (presumably). 

It's still possible, of course, that one of the seve 
lovers' quarrels that have made this engagemenl 
interesting to watch could prompt one of the pata 
to get steaming mad, send back the ring, and call 
whole thing off. It wouldn't be the first broken cout 
ship in ecumenical history. 

Right now, the planned Lutheran union is al 
stage where hostilities start breaking out over wie 
the bride's or groom's pastor should perform the 
emony, over who should or shouldn't be invited lo 
rehearsal dinner, whether Lohengrin" would be aa 
and whether the chosen matron of honor, who will 

six months pregnant, shouldn't assume a less pre 

nent role in the festivities. 

Full public view 
You have to say one thing for the 

Lutherans: Th 

are having their fights in full public view. 
Chur 

unions once were negotiated behind closed doon 

the "old boys"" of the participating 
churches, and 

details of the Compromises and trade-offs made 

reach agreement often weren't revealed 
until so 

church historian wrote about them years 
later: 

N 

of that for the Lutherans. This may be the 
best-d 

mented merger in Christian history. 
This union is also of interest for its 

detailed p 

nuptial agreement. The Lutherans are 
making 

belit 



nelaphor of marriage has obvious limitations for describing the proposed new church. 

on many of the kinds of decisions that other uniting 
ches have left to be worked out after the pact has n sealed. 

br example, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
product of a 1983 reunion between Northern and 
em groups that had split in the Civil War era, is 
gnly the same stage of decision making on many ts as the Lutherans, who haven't formally united. Presbyterians still are working on a new statement Aäih. .They haven't yet merged their New York and enta a bureaucracies or determined their new head-aners city. Nor have they approved a proposed new Cture. They are still fu:ssing over the size, shape, Number of the mid-level units of the church. Some Presbyterians say they could never have got-

ten enough Southern presbyteries to agree to reunite 
if all the touchy questions had to be settled before the 
final vote. Even so, Northerners and Southerners who 
feel the other side is winning too many of the spoils 
quietly grumble in tones that suggest the Civil War isn't 
quite over. 

Risk decisions 
In contrast, Lutherans appear willing to risk mak 

ing any number of controversial decisions on structure 
and site up front, trusting that the fallout will not touch 
off explosions in congregations, districts, or synods, 
and prompt influentials to argue for pulling out before 
the final contract is signed. 

Assuming that the union proceeds on schedule and 
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Through this Lutheran union, members of t three uniting bodies will have to give up 
their stereotypes of one another. 
that Lutherans will wake up on January 1, 1988, to find themselves members of a new church, what then? 

The consummation of a church union, like a wed 
ding, is exciting; but in both cases the "forever after'" 
part turns out to be filled with less romance and more 
reality than expected. Learning to live and work to 
gether is a far more costly and sobering experience than 
the superficial shows of unity that one ecumenist calls 
"kissy-kissy ecumenism." 

Great melting pot 
If this Lutheran union is like other church mergers 

I've observed, the partners will not immediately be 
come indistinguishable in the great ecclesiastical melt 
ing pot. Almost 30 years after the union of Congre 
gationalists and the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
into the United Church of Christ, many members still 
identify themselves as former "E. & R.s" or Congre 
gationalists. The same is true of the "E.U.B.s" (Evan 
gelical United Brethren), who did not quite get swal 
lowed up and fully digested in their 1964 merger with 
the much larger Methodists, to become the United 
Methodist Church. I expect that vestiges of ALC, LCA, 
and AELC identities and characteristics will be evident 
for quite a while. 

But what difference will the new Evangelical Lu 
theran Church in America make for Lutherans in local 
congregations, for other Christians, and for the nation? 

First, it will change the "balance of power" in 
American Protestantism. The new church's tentative 
membership in the National Council of Churches is 
bound to have an impact on the NCC. The LCA is a 
member of the NCC, but the ALC and the AELC are 
not--although the ALC long has participated in some 
work of the NCC. The new church will maintain ex 
isting levels of membership and participation in the 
NCC for two years, then decide on future involvements. 

Even this initial and tentative participation of the 
new 5.3-million-member Lutheran body is important 
for the NCC. The LCA has been a moderate or even 
relatively conservative voice among the liberal ele 
ments of the council. The addition of the ALC's 
strength probably will increase this moderating or con 
servatizing influence. 

The embarrassing fact that Lutherans now have 
only one executive-level staff member in the NCC 
and that achieved only after long and pained Lutheran 
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complaintsis sure to change. The current N ecutive staff is dominated by Presbyterians, ists, Episcopalians, and another nonmember 
nion, the Roman Catholics. 

Should the new Evangelical Lutheran Chiu America for some reason decide to withdrau membership in the 31-denomination council of 
estant and Orthodox bodies, its defection nroh would be fatal for the NCC and the occasion fo 
realignment on the U.S. ecumenical scene. 

it's hard to imagine a National Council of Chu es that could credibly represent mainline Protestan without Lutheran participation. But ALC Presi 
Bishop David Preus has called for an ecumeniad 
alignment and proposed a new interdenominatix 
forum that could be more inclusive ofU.S. Christiar 
including more conservative evangelical groups. 

Large denomination 
A 5.3-million-member Lutheran body would 

the third- or fourth-largest U.S. Protestant enxn 
nation, depending on where you get your statistd 
Southern Baptists have more than 14 million memben 
United Methodists, 9.4 million. The National Bap 
Convention U.S.A. Inc., a Black group, has more th 
5 million members but probably fewer than the 7r 
lion some of its leaders claim. 

When the uniting Lutherans speak as a chut 
body in the national forum of public affairs, their v 
will be heard more clearly, Who can blame not 
therans for being confused about the identities anis 
es of a multiplicity of Lutheran bodies? If thre o te 
groups can unite and make a common witness in pl 
life, their words and deeds could carry more weg 

The new Lutheran church should have a l 
ship advantage because of its size and its polty 

head of the new church, a full-time chief execul 

officer and chief: spiritual leader-and with a 
tenur 

several yearscould have a certain leadership ad1 

tage. Depending on the character and personaliy a 

the person elected, the new Lutheran 
churchs bish 

could well become the most powerful and 
inluend 

figure in U.S. Protestantism. This is partly because 

larger Baptist and Methodist bodies do not give the 

top leaders matching combinations of 
prominenat 

power, and assured tenure. 
Then there is the pan-Lutheran balance e 

ofpou 



LUTHERANS 
GROWING 
TOGETHER 

the second article of sey 

leatures that will explore the 

soec! of a new 
Lutheran 

ch in the United States. 

articles will be published 

Wby The Lutheran of the Lu 

Church in America and 

utheran Standard of the 
ncan Lutheran Church. 

Lherans may embark on a new adventure if proposals to form 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are approved by the nentions of the American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church 
Anenica and Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, 
dby ALC Congregations in a churchwide referendum. 

stion vis-a-vis the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn 
The LCMS now becomes the little guy in relation 
the new Lutheran body. The Lutheran union, es 

by including the former Missourian AELC, 
ikely to improve relations with the LCMS. 
reak in fellowship 

Some ecumenists argue that the single event that 
ude Lutheran union possible was Missouri's decision 

LC I was only then that some ALC members had 

1981 10 break altar and pulpit fellowship with the 

knowledge that there was no point in sitting OUnd "'waiting Missouri" before putting together heme for Lutheran unity. Another key event that made union possible was e schism within the Missouri Synod that led to the nation of the Association of Evangelical Lutheran 

Churches. The AELC's need to become part of a larger, more stable entity hastened the pace of union talks. 
This union ends any illusion that altar and pulpit 

fellowship with the LCMS might be restored in the foreseeable future. The new body could lose some con 
servative ALC congregations whose members regard 
the new church as too liberal and find Missouri a more 
congenial home. On the other hand, the Missouri Syn 
Od's recent strong pronouncement ruling out the or 
dination of women could lead some LCMS women and 
men, who believe Missouri's stance on women's place 
in the church is too rigidly closed, to consider becoming 
members of congregations of a more mainline Lutheran 
body. 

Sadly, the Lutheran union will leave the Missouri 
Synod alone in a theological backwater. Perhaps the 
LCMS and the even more conservative Wisconsin Syn 
od-also based in Milwaukee!-will draw closer to 
gether. 

Symbolic balance 
The unexpected proposal by the Commission for 

a New Lutheran Church to put the new church's na 
tional office in Milwaukee couldif the proposal 
sticks--help to shift the symbolic balance of Protestant 
power from East to Midwest. The action could influ 
ence the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Episcopal 
Church, and agencies of the United Church of Christ 
all pondering relocation--to move closer to the geo 
graphical and demographic center of the country. The 
Milwaukee location may have disadvantages for inter 
national mission concerns, ecumenical relations, and 
media attention, but it does promote an image of a 
church that is in touch with the heartland and intends 
to listen to the pulsebeat of congregations in Middle 
America. 

A new mainline church with Evangelical" in its 
name could help restore to the American vocabulary 
the authentic meaning of that word, which secularists 
and the mass media have made almost interchangeable 
with "fundamentalist" as a pejorative term. Giving 
new prominence to that word could also make Lu 
therans more mindful of the church's reason for being: 
its mission to spread the gospel. And now all thOse 
antique Lutheran church buildings in the Midwest and 
elsewhere that have "Evangelical" (or, in German, 
Evangelische) carved in stone above the door suddenly 
will be up-to-the-minute and back in fashion. 

Once the new church settles into its new identity, 
Lutheran leaders, preoccupied with merger issues for 
six or more years, may be able to turn the energies 
they've been spending on merger matters to less par 
ochial concerns: mission, evangelism, education, ecu 
menism, and public witness. Other decisions that have 
been put on hold, waiting for the new church, can be 
made, and Lutheranism can get on with the Lord's 
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We re looking for a new spirit, 
a new vision that gives the rest 
of us a fresh perspective on what 
it means to be the church. 

workwhich isn't to say that uniting the churches 
hasn't been the Lord's work. 

Lutherans, having themselves achieved some mea 
sure of unity, may now be freer to consider what it 
means to manifest Christian unity in their relations 
with Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Episcopalians, Pres 
byterians, Methodists, or Baptists. Each of the three 
uniting Lutheran bodies brings a different ecumenical 
experience to the merger, and each will have something 
unique to contribute as the new church works out its 
ecumenical future. 

In charge of pastries 
One result of Lutheran union may be that mem 

bers of the three uniting bodies will have to give up 
their stereotypes of one another. Or perhaps they will 
discover grains of truth in some of those exaggerated 
images and learn to live with one another's quirks and 
crotchets as well as one another's gifts and graces. One 
Lutheran, after attending a meeting of the Commission 
for a New Lutheran Church, remarked: "In the new 
church, the AELC people should be in charge of wor 
ship and liturgy; the LCA people should be in charge 
of social action; and the ALC people should be in 
charge of pastries for the coffee hour." (Can you guess 
the speaker's affiliation?) 

The battles over quotas or goals for ethnic and 
minority representation on convention delegations and 
committees still have not all been fought. But it seems 
clear that the new church will start with a commitment 
to being "inclusive" and will want to promote that 
image. Lutherans, despite their historic regionalism 
and their northern European ethnicity, want their 
church to grow in Black, Hispanic, Asian, and other 
minority communities, and they want women and mi 
norities adequately represented where decisions get 
made. 

This union will radically alter the lives, career 
paths, and residences of many Lutheran leaders and 
employees at national levels-and some may lose their 
jobs as agencies consolidate and relocate. It is harder 
to see what impact the union will have for local con 
gregations. Their national body may have a new name, 
their magazine a new look, and they may send their 
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One of the basic principles that undergirds the proposed tes 
church is a commitment to move beyond what some desct 
the northern European ghetto of Germans and Scandnag: 
and embrace more fully all the diverse cultures and ethnk 
heritages represented in America today. 

national offerings to a new address, but many lajp 
in local congregations will wonder what all the 5 
about. 

Life in congregations 
Local church life may not change much in p 

where only one of the three merging groups 
sented. The new design may bring changs 
nology that local folk have to get used to, and 

see more reported about their national church int 

papers, magazines, and on television. But As 
Zion, or Trinity Church will live out its parish 

les 

as before. 
But where Lutherans from all three 

branche 

the awareness of change could be more 
profourdt 

just seeing new faces at district or synod 
meetit 

some cases, the change could mean a 
decision 

one strong congregation in a 
neighborhoodi 

rathe 

three struggling ones. In towns 
where the 



hes of 
Lutheranism have been friends and co-

ners on 
joint projects for years, the reaction is likely 

What took them so long? We should have done 

ers 
ago. There wasn't t that much separating us." One last prediction: Lutherans everywhere may 

enanly 
vow never to refer to their new church by its 

abet-soup initials, but just watch: Long before the 
IOn of banners and ecclesiastical dignitaries 

tsdown the aisle e at the inaugural service of the new 
rch, the acronymn ELCA (pronounced, God help 
ELK-uh) will have become irrevocably embedded 

ar churchly vocabularies. 

But we outsiders who are viewing Lutheran union 
thes sidelines expect Lutherans to contribute more 

US. ecclesiastical life than one more ugly acronym. 

sIUSDect most of us think we know what a 'suc 
ceSsful" church is. Our notion probably in 

olves a congregation with plenty of money, 
COWds of people, and a large staff of pastors and 
avpersons led by a winsome individual we know 
und love. 

DO YOU BELONG TO A 'SUCCESSFUL' CONGREGATION? 

While the average congregation in the Amer 
an Lutheran Church has just under 500 mem 
bers, about 40% have fewer than 250 members. 
So there are many small congregations throughout 

our church. Are these "failures'" because they don't 
fit our picture of a successful church? 

Of course not. This is foolishness. A large con 
pegation can be dull and near worthless, while a 
nallparish may carry the seeds of the future. Suc 
ts is not easily measured in church life, but I 
thinik I know the first three qualities that any parish 
Beeds to be healthy and vibrant. A strong congre 
ation is faithful in worship and the use of the 
Mcraments; members are diligent in prayer and 
toUcation; and there is willingness to embrace di 

Csity, Any congregation that has these three ele 
nents is, in my judgment, a success. Worship and the sacraments seem all too ob-

ious. Yet many people look upon worship as ir-levant to life in our day. In a strange sense, they 
e nght. Worship is so much a part of yesterday, bday, and tomorrow that we gain from it per-
Inlended only for a present moment. Without the 

spective, , depth, and a point of reference. It is not 
ider vision of life gained from worship, the well-lentioned tend to burn out or become cynical because they have only the roots of a toadstool. 

We couldn't care less how many synods you have or how you determine the boundary lines. We're looking 
for something more intangible: a new spirit, a new vision that gives the rest of us a fresh perspective on 
what it means to be the church and live out the gospel 
among brothers and sisters from whom one has been 
separated too long. 

Prayer and education may seem to be equally 

Jean Caftey Lyles, Protestant editor of Religious News 
Service and editor-at-large of The Christian Century. 
specializes in covering Protestant and ecumenical 
affairs. A United Methodist mast of her lite and nowa 
member of an Episcopal parish in Englewood, N.J., 
where she lives, she says her experience with 
Lutherans "comes from a three-year stint as organist 
for an Air Force chapel in Texas and a year as an 
organist for an LCA congregation in Milwaukee." 

obvious. But these form the bridge between wor 
ship and diversity. Education brings awareness and 
understanding, while prayer offers reflection and 
involvement. Their absence results in prejudice 
and ignorance, creating false confidences and gull 
ibility to evil. Prayer and study help us understand 
our neighbor's fear, pain, or anger, even if we are 
unable to accept these feelings ourselves. 

A healthy congregation has many interests and 
activities. People do not agree on all issues, nor 
should they be expected to think exactly the same. 
Harmony is not created with a monoculture of the 
collective spirit. 

We need to remember that the world does not 
stand or fall on any one issue. As important as some 
matters are, people of faith know that the future 
is ultimately in God's hands. To paraphrase Martin 
Luther, "We pray "Your will be done' knowing full 

well that it will be, but we ask that it may be done 
through us." 

These three qualities of what I call a successful 
congregation don't depend on size or location. 
They grow from our abilities as congregations to 
set priorities, to see what is really important, and 
then to follow the path of faith as lively people of 
God. 

Philip A. Nesset 

Philip Nesset, a pastor of the American Lutheran 
Church, is serving with the Presbyterian Church 
on the Hupa Indian Reservation. He lives in 
Fieldbrook, Calif. 
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LOTTERIES 

The dangerous spell of rainbows 
promising pots of gold: 

am a pastor with a confession to make. A recent 
lottery initiative on the ballot in my state set my 

mind to replaying my experience in all its humbling 
detail-and reminded me how easy it is to fall under 
the spell of rainbows promising pots of gold. 

by Gordon Dalbey 

I had given up a full-time job and moved to Boston 
to attend Harvard Divinity School. But before the end 
of my first year, I had spent my entire savings and was 
more than $1000 in debt. 

Two 50-cent tickets 

As my worries grew, I began paying more than 
casual attention to the cheerful guy on the TV com 
mercial who proclaimed that every day someone won 
hundreds, even thousands, of dollars in the Massachu 
setts lottery. And all over town, billboards and ads 
beckoned me to play "The Game." 

One day I decided to buy two 50-cent tickets with 
my lunch money-just for fun. After all, it was only a 
game. On the other hand, it could turn out to bea great 
solution to the headache of debt. When I got home, I 
tossed the tickets onto my dresser and forgot about 
them. 

When the time came for the winning numbers to 
be announced, I found myself hurrying through my 
New Testament studies homework. I almost ran to the 
newsstand, where the winning numbers looked down 
on me from an overhead board. Quickly, I examined 
my tickets--and it was over. Not even close. If only the 
third number could be where the first one was, and 
if A strange, hurting sensation crept over me, and 
I sighed in self-disgust. Pitching my tickets into a trash 

can, I rushed off to class. 
Several weeks later, I cashed my university loan 

check, paid my tuition for the new semesterand 
found that I had $50 left over. Just that week this shiv 
ering Californian had received a monthly fuel-oil bill 
for nearly $80. But almost as soon as that $50 in cash 

settled in my hand, I calculated that at 50 cents a ticket, 
I could buy 100 lottery tickets. With that many, I'd 

surely win something. 
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A few days later, still undecided about this "in 

vestment" I ran into a friend, a self-emploed h 
painter, at church. Business had been terrie 
weeks, he lamented. Just as I was about to cing 
with my own problems-and my proposed scher: 
he laughed gently and shook his head. "Would 
believe things got so bad that I was about ready to:. 
the lottery!" 

W-what?" I blurted out. Then, quickly catt 
myself, I forced a lame smile and said, "Uh, wou 

kidding!'" 
"Yeah, my faith was at a mighty low ebb 

sighed. "I don't know how, but I got hold of ms 
one day and decided that all my panicking was 
making things worse-so I decided instead just topF 
thanks for everything I've taken for granted: my t 
the kids, everything" I stood there, transfixed, a 
shrugged his shoulders. "I can't explain it, but notk 
after that a pretty fair contract came through l¡rt 

Not lots of money, but enough to put us back ont 

even keel again." 

Most convincing sermon on faith 
I couldn't believe it. I was studying at perhars 

finest university in the world to teach others 
faith, and I was listening to a struggling 

housepai 

preach the most convincing sermon on faith T'do 

heard. Chagrined-and genuinely hopetu 
confessed my own story, and we both shared a 

laugh at ourselves. 
never bought another lottery ticket, I cons 

my little faith and gave thanks for what I had. la 

say that money fell into my hands from heaven n 
ther 

day. In fact, I went further into debt before. 

seminary. But often during those years of need, / 

sustained by a personal gift, a part-
-time 

joh 

awardand each became an inspired part of my P 

istry that no lottery could have provided. 

a 

Harvard diploma on the 
Today, in my comfortable pastor's 

Study, 

witt 

tion is painfully embarrassing to recall. Yet I 
am 

th 

ful for it, even--especially-for not having 

lottery, for I learned to live with an 
enduring 

A 

wall, that season 
of desa 
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Others again became "losers." 

0ugh trial and time, not with an endless fantasy such 
a lottery to lift me instantly out of life's struggles. 

Tknow now that it was not primarily a financial 

her an inner sense of worthlessness. Often we say 
blem that had led me to hope in the lottery, but 

tycoon, "He's worth millions." With no money, I 

anoniclure of the lottery was that while promising 
that popular sense, worth nothing. For me, the 

deliver me from my feelings of worthlessness, it 
ultimately only to confirm them-as I and mil-

LOTTEBY 

Today sometimes hear materially comfortable 
scoff in disgust about how terrible it is that 

NO. I0354209 

poor people gamble away what little money they have." 

I think lotteries are a tax on the poor, but having ex 

perienced myself the deeper human brokenness that 

underlies that truth, I cannot otherwise judge them. 

Rather, I challenge those of us who have far more 

food, clothing, and shelter than we need to give thanks 

for what we have and to begin sharing with others. Let 

us become a faithful community of caring support, not 

a mass of individuals clinging to our lottery tickets. We 

have nothing to lose but our fear. 

Gordon Dalbey is pastor of Seaside Community Church, a United Church 
of Christ congregation in Torrance, Calit. This article originally appeared 
in the Nov. 1, 1984, issue of the Los Angeles Times. 
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Too often we carefully ignore 
the fact that life has 

A DARK SIDE 
by Eric Jorgenson 

T he Cocktail Party, a play by T. S. Eliot, has a 
scene in which a troubled young woman 

named Celia consults a psychiatrist. Celia tells the 
doctor she has two symptoms. The first is that she 

feels isolated. The sec 
ond, she says, is "a 
sense of sin" 

Celia is plainly 
embarrassed to reveal 
her second symptom, 
for she thinks it 
sounds ridiculous. As 
the doctor points out, 
nowadays it is rare for 
anyone to feel a sense 
of sin. Celia herself 
says she was taught to 
believe in psychology, 
not sin. 

I'm confident this 
scene is intended as a 
parody of what often 
passes for sophistica 
tion. Eliot suspects a 
sense of sin is normal, 
but he's not sure every 
one else thinks that. 
His problem is trying 
to make a modern au 
dience take seriously 
the doctrine of origi 
nal sin. 

Of course, it's easy to say that we're not like 
those people Eliot tried to startle-just as it is casy 
to say that we are not ike the Pharisees, or the 

rich young ruler, or the prodigal son's jealous 
brother. But, regarding our lapsed consciousness 
of sin, the evidence is mounting against us. 
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I was studying The Cocktail Party for school 
when an issue of THE LUTHERAN STANDARD ar 
rived. In it was a report on the pope's warning that 

contemporary men and women have lost thei 
"sense of sin' exactly Celia's phrase. The artid'e 
indicated that the pope blamed this on faulty in 
ferences drawn from advances in the human sú. 
ences, and I remembered Celia's mention of her 
training in psychology. 

Since I doubt the pope has read much of Elios 
work, his warning has the effect of corroborating 
testimony for me. But it is not entirely fair to blame 
social scientists-or even their self-assured but 
confused studentsfor our theological errors. 
think the problem is, in large measure, our own 
lack of honesty and courage. 

Breakfast-club optimism 
Most of us have a natural tendency to reeol 

from what we sometimes call "the dark side d 
life." Consequently, in our preaching and witness 
we may concentrate exclusively on Christianity'a 
good news. But this good news, when divorcel 
from news of the Fall andFlood, loses its coherenct 
and power. In time it becomes indistinguishabe 

from breakfast-club optimism. 
The irony is that we could reach more peopt 

if we were blunt about what we assume noou) 

wants to hear. People dissatisfied with themsel 

and alarmed at the state of the world mign 

powerfully attracted to a faith that begins witn 

knowledge of sin. When thev dismiss Christian! 

as too sunny for their sensibilities, the fault is s theis 

for not finding out the truth--and ours for ob 

scuring it. 

Eric Jorgenson is a member of St. Philp s 

Lutheran Church., Fridley, Minn. 



Prayer 
akes 
walk 
y Richard Andersen 

athedrals or Christian centers to use 
uring my prayers and devotions, yet my 
st praying often has been on traffc 
led streets of the city, country lanes of 
rnguil farmlands, and troop-crowded 
urade grounds of an army post. 

I pray as well in stained-glass envi 
onments as I do anywhere, but it's when 
haunt the streets and pathways that 
aer has a way of turning me into Jacob 
restling with God, entering a debate in 

hich Gods arguments always reshape 
Dy oWn. Maybe it's the sheer physical 
nergy of movement that stimulates the 
igor of the encounter. 

've never lacked I chapels and I churches, tified for the next day. Instead of 

A minister Frederick Buechner's 
ovel The Final Beast wanted to seek out 

he quiet of his sanctuary "until, like 
Seep or some forgotten name, prayer 
ame." When I walk and talk, prayer 
does not seem dammed behind a wall of 
Hlficulty. Madeleine Delbrêl found God 
her reading and reflecting, "but in 
Saying I believe God found me.'" Per 
aps that's the action that takes place: 
Alone, in the boisterous medley of 
Teeching brakes and tooting horns, as 
Irudge the avenue, God finds me. 

The Danish theologian Søren Kier 
egaard conceived of "true prayer (as] a Slruggle with God, in which one 
Iriumphs through the triumph of God." 
Many times I thought I was on God's side the combat, but I discovered I was 
ever the ally that I needed to be until | Wrestled with God's view and saw the cene from what I took to be God's per pective. 

Dressed in God's armor 
Some years ago, I thought I'd make P gTOOves in the pavement of north 

Washington, D.C.. as I debated vih God about the government's im-Pnding denial of funds for Lutheran 

home project, funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

lowers, our congregation's retirement 

Some conscientious bureaucrat, 
whose plush office occupied considera ble space on the ninth floor of HUD's Washington headquarters, had a distort ed understanding of the needs of low income retirees and was denying 42 proj ects along with ours. 

For 10 nights I beat the pavement after days of defeat in the halls of power. But the evening encounter-the wres tling and the reasoningexhilarated, re newed, and thrilled me, and I was for 

returning to my hotel room crushed and 
beaten, I was revved up for the next day's 
assaults. 

In the stillness of lonely 
walks at night, I had the 
Strange, assuring sense 
of God's promises taking 
on arns and Iegs and 
marching with me.' 

HOW 

me at breakfast each morning to "keep 
praying." In the process, she too was giv 
en clearer thinking, and together we 
were a force to be reckoned with-all 

because our tenacity was gleaned from 
those nightly prayer marches. We were 
dressed in God's armor. 

hung on and on and eventually enabled 
us to see his arguments when our own 
were fading. 

In the end, we had no snap-of-the 
finger miracle. We had 43 of them! All 
the projects eventually regained the gov 
ernment approval that seemed so fleeting 
days before. It was because of a God who 

Conversation in full tilt 

Our consultant would encourage Saul's secret weapon against the Philis 

I had had this kind of experience 
before. I used to hike the little-traveled 
gravel roads of Missouri's Jackson Coun 
ty in my youth, as well as the rural lanes 
of Washington County, Nebraska, when 
I was a student at Dana College. While 
I was on those walks, God pinned me to 

the mat in whatever concern raged with-. 
in me. 

In the army at Fort Chaffee, Arkan 

didn't consider myself military material, 
sas, I reminded myself that although I 

the God who made a shepherd boy into 

tines could surely make me a good sol 
dier. I marched the drill fields with this 
conversation in full tilt, but with enough 
of an ear to hear the sergeant's next sharp 
command. 

In the silence of those marches, in 
the stillness of lonely walks about the 
base at night, and in the quiet of fulfilling 
commands, I had the strange, assuring 
sense of God's promises taking on arms 
and legs and marching with me. 

As Henri Nouwen writes, The 
word of God penetrates through the 
thick of human verbosity to the silent 
center of our heart; silence opens in us 
the space where the word can be heard." 
Even with the echo of someone counting 
cadence, there was a stillness into which 
God's word came alive for me. 

A character in a novel claims that 
sin is not being full of joy. I could never 
begin nor end the day without prayer, 
without dislodging the corrupting sin, 
without sensing the joyous wonder that 
seeps in despite the problems still evi 
dent around me. 

The knee bent in prayer has its place 
in my life, along with the less traditional 
modes while driving the freeway or cy 
cling in place at the health spa each 
morning. But prayer walks provide me 
with an animated closeness to God that 
I have not discovered even in the lofty 

ribbed vaulting of Gothic cathedrals, 

Richard Andersen is pastor of 
Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church in Long Beach, Calif. 
He is the author of several 

books, including Devotions for 
Church School Teachers and 
A Litle Library of Inspiration 
for Sunday School Teachers. 
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ITHINK 
FAMILY VIOLENCE: 
THE CHURCH'S ROLE 

"We quickly found 
ourselves [hearing] the 
real-life stories of 
people in our class," 

by Charles R. Turbin 

When terrorism strikes with increasing frequency in our world, it gets headlines in our daily newspapers and becomes the lead story on network news pro 
grams. But I recently became more aware of another 
form of terrorism in our nation that often is equally 
cruel and devastating: family violence and abuse. 
This form of terrorism has received nowhere near 
the attention or concern it deserves. 

A few months ago, I received the study docu 
ment "Families and Violence: The Church's Role" 
from the American Lutheran Church's Ofice of 
Church in Society. Little did I realize, when I decid 
ed to use the study as the basis for a three-week 
Sunday morning adult class, the potential for minis 
try the class and the discussion would provide. 

The study is well written and presented. It 
served as a springboard for our discussions. But we 
quickly found ourselves leaving the statistics and the 
real and hypothetical situations of the study to hear 
the real-life stories of people in our class. 

Even in middle-class families 
It soon became evident that even in our subur 

ban, middle-to-upper-middle-class, white-collar, fami 
ly-accented congregation (l'd always thought of fami 

violence as occurring mostly in poorer, lower-class 
families), many people carry tremendous burdens of 
guilt, anger, and pain. They are victims of physical, 
psychological, and verbal abuse perpetrated on 
them-primarily by their fathers-when they were 
children. 

On the second and third Sundays, the class 
grew, and the willingness to share increased. Tears 
were openly shed. We had begun to meet a tremen 
dous need. 
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Because family violence and abuse often are 
learned behaviors, people shared not only their sto 
ries but also their very real concerns and fears that 
they might abuse their own spouses or children. 

I've gotten phone calls from victims and from 

people concerned about family members.One w an was asked to provide shelter for her 80-yea Gordon K. 
Raleigh 

mother-in-law, who was being physically abuset her 80-year-old husband. 
Because of the interest sparked in the adulh er) 

weak in scriptural support. I trace 

class, I made family violence the theme of our h the Law, but I cannot find one word in its 

school weekend retreat. We had the highest lun sUjanity in years. We discussed not only parental httinga 

coaches may go in using verbal or psychologicl 
abuse to motivate a student to "get out there ant 
Win." 

What to counsel? 

The study and our discussions prompted me 
rethink the whole concept of the sanctity of mar: 
riage. In an abusive situation, do I counsel that 
family must stay together at all costs'-or are thea 
times, as the study suggests, when we may need o 
consider the family a little less and the individuala 
little more? 

This is a vast area in which more ministry ca 
and needs to be done. We can start in our congrog 
tions by giving our people chances to tell ther s 
ries, and by letting them know that we will listen. 
care, and understand. 

I commend "Families and Violence: The 
Church's Role" as a place to start. It's time we lak 
seriously the presence of violence among the fami 

spanking and the verbal put-downs to which sonegthing was taught and having seen the 

youth are exposed, but also abuse by friends OroH abuse of it, I subscribe 
ers. We considered violence in the media, which Call it "growth giving" or whatever, as I 
meates our society to the extent that we pay iCe helieve we are on much tirmer scriptural 

to be entertained by it. We asked how far athleti: ground in this position. 

widespread violence. And the victims may be les 

Why resist tithing? 

Storm Lake, lowa 

they bear. 

The article by Don Peterson [March 7 

p 14) l is 
commendable 

in its objectives, but 

out. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415. 

ibing from Abraham through the end of 

in the context of New Testament 

Having belonged to a church where 

the Lutheran 

teaching of giving freely as we are blessed. 

Weisman 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Agatha 

Kathie Denison 
Cando, N.D. 

of our congregations. If we do, our openness t0 d very interesting then, and has continued to 
cuss family terrorism will sensitize members af ou be down through the years, how God has 
Congregations to the pain and shame carried by p Scen tit to meet our needs often most 

ple among us who are victims or perpetrators of D o 

It is sad that we Lutherans who do 
tihe fel a real awkwardness and self 
consciousnes about ever discussing the 
issue with our Christian friends at the risk 

of seeming boastful about our giving. 
My husband and I decided to tithe 

nearily 11 years ago, and the very first check 
could afford, but we decided not to give up 
We wrote as a tithe was far more than we 

the first week. I recalled my father's saying 
once that if he wrote out his offering tithe 
the lirst thing out of his paycheck, there 
Was always money enough to pay his bills; 

he waited to see if there was enough 
o eft after bills for the offering, he never had enough for the church. It was 

Unexpectedly--so long as we remained true tithing first out of our paychecks. E.C. Franke 
afraid to seek help, and perpetrators may be mor: Carpenter, lowa 

willing to share with their pastors the heavy 
bunts 

it is incorrect I believe most church members under. 
sexual relation stand tithing, but we aren't challenged to do 
specifically to: i, just as we aren't challenged to obey 
to the angels w God's Word in so many other areas of our 

Mres. "Growth giving" indeed-that's a cop- dwelling" and r Sodom and Gor: 
angelic sin. 

Giving is a matter of shoveling. I shovel out and God shovels in, and God has ne larger shovel. My best insurance policy S not with Lutheran Mutual or Lutheran Charles Turbin is associate pastor of Mount Carmel Lutheran 1 Chu brotherhood, but tithing to my God. are available from the ALC's Ofice of Church in Society, 422 S. Elizabeth A. Fixsen 
Milwaukee, Wis. Copies of "Families and Violence: The Churchs 

St. Louis Park, Minn. 

idea, so 

"have" to give 10% to our church, we 

I think instead of figuring that we 
should evaluate every single dollar we spend to determine if it is being spent to make an Improvement in : someone else's life, in soiety as a whole, or for something that help us individually be better persons. I think "growth giving" is a very good 

exciting 
target, a 
and we h 
each year 
10% and 

inspires us 
life is his, 
his purpos 

I don' 
feelings of 
make me fe 
and I will w 
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think instead of figuring that we 0 give 10% to our church, we evaluate every single dollar we spend temine iit is being spent to make an Viement in someone else's life, in ty: a whole, or for something that us indivjdually be better persons. 

heln 

\hin k"growth giving" is a very good 

LETTERS 
idea, something that puts giving in an exciting and positive light, a reachable target, a joyful plan of action. It is our plan, and we have increased our giving by 1% each year for the past two years--aiming at 10% and then beyond, whatever the Lord inspires us to do. Everything we have in this life is his, and we try to use everything for his purposes--not just 10% of our dollars. I don't like demands that produce feelings of guilt. I like practical plans that make me feel that yes, I really can do this, and I will with the help of the Lord. 

Questioning the answers 
Mark B. Herbener 
Dallas, Tex. 

Pastor Poovey's response [Feb. 7, p. 36] to the question regarding " the sons of God" in Genesis 6 is inadequate. He suggests that it is incorrect to suppose that angels had sexual relations. But the letter of Jude refers 
specifically to angelic sin when it refers first 
to the angels who "left their proper 
dwelling" and then refers to the sin of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, which was human 
angelic sin. 
Marion D. Dolezal 
San Francisco, Calif. 

There are angels with us today. My 
mother entertained an angel in our farm 
home in North Dakota a few weeks after 
my father died in the Dust Bowl of 1934. 
The angel came to comfort us. To doubt 
their presence is not to have encountered 
one in your life. Pick up a stranger on the 
highway dressed in good contemporary 
clothing today and his words will be Jesus 
is coming soon." When you respond to him 
he has disappeared. 
Daryl Nelson 
Diller, Neb. 

William Poovey's counsel concerning 

278 
X37 

Baloe 

"Keep in mind that I don't have as much 
education as you do." 

salvation as a free gift (Jan. 24, p. 45] 
leaves me aghast. I thought I was reading 
Erasmus's argument on free will. It was 
Erasmus who spoke of human will cooper 
ating with God's grace-accepting God's gift 
of salvation--being necessary for our 
salvation. Luther, in Bondage of the Will, 
clearly bests Erasmus in his arguments from 
Scripture, pointing out that we are not to 
trust in our grasping of God's gift but in 
God grasping us. Falen humanity of its own 
power can in no way turn itself around and 
decide to let God be Lord of its life. 
Lucile Torkelson 
Crookston, Minn. 

The answer about salvation wasn't 
complete without mentioning the word 
"repentance." The Bible has about 100 
references to it, according to Cruden's 
Complete Concordance. The Bible speaks of 
it as regret and sorrow for misdeeds. Godly 
repentance is such sorrow as shall cause a 
complete change of action. Why is the word 
"repentance" taboo in Lutheran religious 
thinking? 

Pastors' salaries 

Merlin Schlichting 
Hackensack, Minn. 

Loretta Mangen's article [Feb. 21, p. 
20] raises an important issue for Lutheran 
pastors and congregations about how 
pastors' salaries are determined. Lutheran 
sister churches in the Scandinavian 
countries, Germany, and Australia have 
found the use of a centrally administered 
and regulated salary structure to be 
equitable for both pastors and congrega 
tions. This system frees pastors to serve a 
congregation of any size or economic means 
without having to worry about financial 
hardship in a poorer parish, while it also 
removes the temptation to work toward 
financial security and/or status in a more 
affluent congregation. 
Ron D. Jensen 
Madagascar 

You, Loretta Mangen, and those like 
you in rural areas are the church. It may 
happen that the Broadus parsonage will be 
empty for a while sometime in the future, 
but with you and our family in Christ out 
there, I have to disagree with you. The 
Lutheran church will not disappear in rural 

Montana. 

Ethiopian relief 
Howard M. Winholtz 
Rochester, Minn. 

Thank you so much for the article 
"Before and After: LWF Doctor Assesses 
Ethiopian Relief" [March 7, p. 20] by Dr. 
Vosmek. As a regular contributor to the 
Hunger Appeal-African Crisis, I appre 
ciated this straightforward, firsthand report about the use of our contributions. 
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ALC clergy shortage predicted 
NEWSFRONT 

Oversupply of pastors 
is challenged as myth 
ALC seminary enroliments 
decrease in 1980s 
After years of what was termed by 

some as an oversupply of pastors in the 
American Lutheran Church, prospects are that within the next few years a 
shortage of clergy will exist again. 

The trend was emphasized March 
17-18, at a meeting of the board of the 
ALC'S Division for Theological Edu 
cation and Ministry (DTEM). The 
board asked the church to "issue a pub 
lic statement addressing the concerns 
of a shortage of persons in the ordained 
ministry and aggressively to pursue 
strategies to deal with these needs in 
appropriate ways. 

Whether or not an oversupply of 
pastors actually ever happened always 
has been challenged, even during the 
past few years when as many as 70 sem 
inary graduates did not get calls for two 
years or more; and the 50 who do not 
have calls at present may have difficulty 
seeing that a shortage of pastors exists. 

One reason the oversupply was 
challenged was that many graduates 
without calls had special stipulations 
about which parts of the country they 
could be assigned, or were clergy cou 
ples for whom it was difficult to find 
places where both could serve. Other 
graduates included a stipulation that 
would provide employment opportun 
ities for a spouse. 

Atitudes to call differ 
"There is a different attitude to 

ward calls [today] than a generation 
ago," said Dr. Walter R. Wietzke, 
DTEM director. "There is grace and 
judgment in both systems. A generation 
ago the system was at times less caring 
about students, giving little or no at 
tention to special needs they might 
have. 

"We are more considerate today," 
he said. "However, there is also a dan 
ger in the present system of trying to 
be so accommodating to personal 
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needs that a sense of commitment to 
the mission of the church is diluted.'" 

The decrease of enroliments in the 
four ALC-affiliated seminaries during 
the past six years is one of the factors 
suggesting a shortage of pastors. The 
total enrollment during the six years 
has dropped from 886 to 741. The 
number of women students during the 
last four years has increased slightly, 
however, from 192 to 197. 

Pastors, who perhaps for econom 
ic reasons continued to serve parishes 
rather than retire at age 65, are now 
retiring, leaving a larger number of 
openings. Also, increasing numbers of 
pastors are choosing retirement at 62. 

New congregations have increased 
the demand for additional pastors. In 
1984, 81 new congregations were start 
ed as part of the "50 More in '84'" em 
phasis, and another 100 new congre 

SOon 
gations and ministries are plannst the next two years (see page 23) Even after 192 seminary grad in the 1986 classes were assiar districts for calls (see box), 150% tions remain to be filled. 

"We're not just looking for h& to fill a system," Wietzke said. " looking for students with a hih mitment to the church." 

Minority recruitment 
Special emphasis is being giva recruiting more students from mine 

racial groups. The board took acti 
cooperate with other Lutheran chu 
bodies in placing a Lutheran facd 
member at the Interdenominatica 
Theological Center in Atlanta, allog 
Black students from Georgia to bk 
volved in theological education wit 
leaving the region. 

ALC assigns 192 sem grads 
The American Lutheran Church is sending 192 seminary graduates ina 

its 19 districts this spring. Another 22 pastoral candidates were assigned las 
November, bringing the total for the current school year to 214, two fewa 
than last year. 

The total reflects a growing number of women training for the minist 
About 26% of the current school year's graduates are women, compared wi 
18% last year. 

will serve the military. 

Other figures from the ALC's Office of Support to Ministries (0 
indicate that nearly half of the year's graduates placed restrictions on location. The most common restriction was the desire to be in an area Mi 
the spouse could be employed. Other candidates sought assignments class home or had restrictions involving education or health. 

"Compared to years past, restrictions are getting to be a growing t said Dr. Walter R. Wietzke, director of the ALCs Division for Theol 
Education and Ministry (DTEM). However. most of the candidates e 
signed to a district listed as one of their choices. 

Figures indicate 66% of the pastoral candidates are married; 43% r 

over age 30; and 10% are part of a clergy couple. The candidates were assigned by the ALC Council of Bishops in coop 

eration with presidents of the four ALC-affiliated seminaries and 
OSM and 

DTEM staff. Four candidates will be placed overseas as 
missionaries, 

and on 

The following number of candidates will graduate this spring: 
Lutke 

Northwestern Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., 95; Wartburg 
TTheolg 

ical Seminary, Dubuque, lowa, 45; Trinity Lutheran Serminary, 
Columbus 

Ohio, 39; and Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, 
Calil., 15 



roposed pension program explained 
The Commission for a New Lu 

eran 
Church (CNLC) Progress Re-

#7-mailed March to delegates 

the 
district and synod conventions 

e American Lutheran Church, Lu 

eran 
Church in America, and Asso-

tion of Evangelical Lutheran 

urches, as well as to clergy and other 

ership in the three church bodies 

lains a description of the proposed 

ion and other benefits program of 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

nerica (ELCA). 

The report already has brought 

stions and comments, " said the Rey. 

Henry F. Treptow, 
executive secre 
tary of the ALC's 
Board of Pensions. 
In the book's last 
section, Treptow, 
and his counter 
parts in the LCA 
and AELC, briefly 
summarize the dif 
ferences between 

each church body's 
isting pension and benefits plan and 
e program proposed for ELCA and 
proved by the CNLC. 

enry Treptow 

The differences for the ALC and 
CA in the proposed program, which 
s participating employer contribu 
ons held in trust to provide retirement 
come for clergy and layworkers of the 

hurch, center on the proposed per 
ntage of defined compensation--sal 
plus housing-to be placed in the 
mployee's pension account. 

pension contribution 
"The average salaries in the ALC 

d LCA have been similar if not iden 
cal over the years!" Treptow said. 
urrently, the ALC places at least 9% 
the pension benefit, while the LCA 
s aside 12%. The proposed plan ls for 9%o as well. 

"In 1950, the antecedent bodies of 
e ALC-the Evangelical Lutheran hurch and the former ALC--had de ned contribution schedules of 8% and 
,respectively" he said. "The pre kcessor bodies of the LCA-the Au Stana Synod and the United Luther Church in America-were at 5.77% d 7% of salary, respectively. "In 1963 the LCA started to 'play ICh-up' to enable those who had par 

ticipated in lower contribution rates in 
earlier years to have adequate funds for 
retirement," he said. "While the ALC 
contribution stayed at 8%, the LCA's 
increased to 11%." 

Treptow indicated that in the 
1970s and '80s, some additional ALC 
funding made it possible to have 8.5% 
and 9% contributed to members' basic 
pension plan accounts. The LCA 
moved to 12% of defined compensa 
tion for pension reserves for most par 
ticipating members. 

Nonetheless, the average pension, 
including dividends, paid by the ALC 
and LCA pension boards to clergy and 
lay workers who retired in 1984 were 
nearly the same, according to a report 
by the actuarial firm of Hay/Huggins, 
Philadelphia (see L.S., Jan. 10, p. 21; 
Jan. 24, p. 24). 

"The reason for the difference re 
lates in part to the pension fund in 
vestment experience," Treptow said. 
"The ALC's pension investments have 
provided steadily increasing divi 
dends." 

Treptow indicated that the ALC 
Board of Pensions will pay out about 
$3 million in 1986 through the 72% 
declared dividend. "On Feb. 1, every 
pension members' monthly pension in 
come for life was increased 1.28%, 
which represents the value of 22% of 
the 72o dividend;" he said. 

The remaining 50% will be paid 
during July in a lump sum payment to 
each lay and clergy retiree and surviy 
ing spouse in the program. 

In establishing the amount of pen 
sion contribution for the new church, 
the pension work group for the tran 
sition team used the model recom 
mended by President Reagan's 1985 
Commission on Pension Matters, Trep 
tow said. The commission certified that 

Anniversaries 
95-Zion American Lutheran, Wy 

oming, Iowa, April 13. 
75--Saron Lutheran, Strasburg, 

Colo., April 27. 
20-Lord of Life Lutheran, Portage, 

Mich., May 14. 

To be included in this listing. please notity THE 
LUTHERAN STANDARD Of your congregation's an 
niversary. 

if an average worker can retire at 70% 
of final salary, the retiree can experi 
ence an adequate retirement income. It 
assumes income from the formal pen 
sion of the worker and the primary So 
cial Security monthly benefit. 

With that model, the work group 
asked two actuarial firms to provide in 
dependent studies to answer the ques 
tion: What percent of salary would 
need to be contributed to the pension 
account of an ordained or lay worker 
who participates for 35 years in the 
pension plan and retires at age 65 
assuming standard growth projections 
and participation in and monthly bene 
fits from Social Security- -to achieve 
70% of that worker's final salary at the 
time of retirement? 

"The figure was 9%, the percent 
age proposed for the plan, and a for 
mula sufficient to preclude the neces 
sity for the ELCA to provide a new 
minimum pension plan," Treptow said. 

Some variable rates 
Some employers, however, would 

face a variable pension contribution 
rate- 9% to 12% in the early years 
of the plan, depending on ages of their 
employees when the new church starts. 
The pension contribution rate will be: 
under 35 years of age, 9%; 35-44, 
10%; 45-54, 11l%; and 55 and over, 
12%. "The schedule would achieve the 

goal of 70% of final salary for those 
older workers now employed by the 
ALC and LCA and who would partic 
ipate in the new program for limited 
years prior to retirement," he said. 

The required employer contribu 
tion rate for all persons of all ages em 
ployed after Jan. 1, 1988, would be 9%o, 
and the contribution rate at which a 
person enters the program would con 
tinue throughout the person's employ 
ment in the church. 

"The total basic contribution 
schedule of 20% of defined compen 
sation for all benefits-pension, medi 
cal and dental, disability, death, sur 
viving spouse and child benefits, and 
administrative costs--will provide a 
substantial package, coordinated with 
Social Security, for the workers and 
families of the ELCA, building on the 
good plans that currently are sponsored 
by the AELC, ALC, and LCA,"" Trep 
tow concluded. 
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Preus urges Lutherans: 
"Claim vision of new church 

The American Lutheran Church, 
Lutheran Church in America, and As 
sociation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches "should take the final deci 
sive steps and become the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America" ALC 
Presiding Bishop David Preus declares 
in his annual "state of the church" re 
port. 

Members of the three uniting Lu 
theran church bodies, he says, should 
"claim the vision" that has undergirded 
efforts to form a new church. 

Preus says that Lutherans should 
use 1986 and 1987"to provide mission 
focus and power" to carry the proposed 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer 
ica into the next millennium. 

Pointing to a "vision for the fu 
ture" of the new church, Preus de 
clares: "l see Lutheran congregations 
across this country steeping themselves 

"I See 
church in which 
unity is not a static 
reality, but a de 
scription of God's 
people united in 

doing the mission of the church. I see 
a church trusting, proclaiming, serving, 

rejoicing, and loving. I see a church in 
which congregations, evangelism, 
stewardship, social justice, and ecu 
menism are the comprehensive mission 
mandates for the years ahead. I see a 
church that does not discard its heri 
tage but rejoices in it and builds upon 

David Preus 

in the biblical 
promises and then 
reaching out to 
others in response 
to the biblical 
command. 

it." 

Preus also says: "The new church's 
vision for the future must include an 

ever-growing number of congrega 
tions--assemblies of believers who join 
together to share the bread of life and 
to encourage and equip each other to 
be the church in mission." 

"To be in Christ is no solo affair'" 
Preus declares. "God surely deals with 
us individually, but he always joins us 
to other people." 

Preus adds, "We vastly increase 
the church's effectiveness in mission by 
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doing together what otherwise each 

congregation would have to do for it 
self" 

In his report to delegates at the 
ALC's 19 district conventions, Preus 

argues for "thoughtful consideration" 

of the role of congregations in the new 
church. He asks delegates to support 
calls for revision in new church pro 
posals "to make clear that the congre 
gations retain all authority not other 
wise designated by the new church's 
constitution and bylaws" to the synods 
and national structure. 

Congregation as foundation 
Synods and churchwide organi 

zations are important, he notes, but 
"they are not foundational" to the life 
of the church in the same sense as con 

gregations. 
In emphasizing evangelism, Preus 

says, "No vision is big enough unless 

Archaeologists race against clock 

it sees a growing new church eng in evangelizing." 
Declares Preus: "Lutheransi 

United States have an incompa 

which could dehydrate and crumble. 

opportunity to be carriers ol the ip 
he current 

Commitment to Mission 

in today's world. Communications ffort to increase 
regular giving 

transportation have put all Peo through 
congregations 

and to provide 

touch with each other. The Plang,n 
additional 

$40 million for growth in 

At the same time, he said, congregations. 
global village." 

United States has become "a m 

Vietnamese, and Hmong, as wella! 

to 
meet 

mission challenges before 

He urges 
churchwide participation 

cosm of the world" No longer Tarea concern for social justice, the ALC's 

congregations all-yWhite In men presiding bishop says, "Social justice is 

ship. Within the last few Vears, e. nermanently on the churchs agenda. 

plains, "the ALC has started new Our vision for tomorrow's church is 

congregations in which the Pi complete only if it includes a people 
language is Spanish, Creole, Chi who serve justice." 

2000-year-old Galillean boat 

Preus acknowledges that Chris 

glish." Congregations with Sens -often' disagree on the nature of 

bership are increasing too. 
nantly Black or Native American re justice and how to accomplish it. Yet, 

Israeli archaeologists and volunteers work on a fishing boat, estimated to be 

he argues that ambiguity caused by the 

Turning to the matter of fo omplexity of issues in society and the 
stewardship, Preus notes that th. world does not excuse the Christian 

erage ALC member gives onhy 1: church from efforts "to make its con 
2% of income to the misiom d Iribution to a just social order." 
church. "For most of us that meza Preus emphasizes that it is not 
very low priority" and "'does nothe he churchs business to become a po 

| litical party or to seek to rule society" 

years old, that was uncovered at Kibbutz Ginossar by the 

mission, 
particularly in relation to new 

Giving attention to the churchs 

Galilee. The archaeologists are working against time to preserve and 
remove 

the 
receding waters 0 

He adds: "The church does have 
a vital role in helping society to rec 
ognize injustice and develop the will to 
do something about it. That role can be 
dillicult and unpopular. It can also be 
exciting and effective" 

Expanding Christian circle 
In regard to ecumenical relation ships, Preus urges Lutherans to carry heir Christian convictions into wider Grcdes!" 
He calls attention to a recommen alion at this year's ALC general con ention to enter into 'new, positive re ationships'" with the Presbyterian Church (USA), Cumberland Presbyte an Church, and Reformed Church in America. 
Ihis recommendation arises from years of theological dialog. The re sults of these Conversations offer a ba-Lutheran recognition of "the va-

TMinistries , and their sacraments" 

y of those Reformed d churches, their 
lant, but not fellowship-dividing, doc-tina differences" remain as the sub-

Preus acknowledges that "impor 

continuing discussion, If the lellowship recommendation is ap-Proved, however, "we will be saying 
openy and clearly 

pulpits and tables as members of 
.that we can share 

e One family of God." 
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ntion to enter into "new, positive re 
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hurch (USA), Cumberland Presbyte 
an Church, and Reformed Church in 
Deica, 

This recommendation arises from 
years of theological dialog. The re 
ls of these conversations offer a ba 

slor Lutheran recognition of "the va 
lyof those Reformed churches, their 

tistries, and their sacraments." 
Preus acknowledges that "impor , but not fellowship-dividing, doc nal differences" remain as the sub 

of continuing discussion. If the lowship recommendation is ap Oved, however. "we will be saying Pcnly and clearly... that we can share pulpits and tables as members ol e one family of God!" 

QUIGKLOOK 
U.S. LUTHERAN LEADERS have protested the harassment of churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA). "We are outraged by the attack of the Lebowa police on the headauarters of the Northern Diocese at ELCSA at Seshego March 8" the signers said, The statement continued: "The brutal beating of a (Presbyterian] church worker, Beth Ann Burris; the detention of church officials and church people, including the Rev. Ndaganeni Phaswana (pictured] and more than 25 others; the use of tear gas inside the church headquarters building to disrupt a peaceful meeting of the Northern Transvaal Council of Churches; and the destruction of the church's equipment are all acts of senseless violence." Meanwhile, the statement claimed, Bishop Solomon Serote and his diocese "continue to be under attack" for work in the homeland of Venda. Vendan officials threatened to stop ELCSA work there and form an other Lutheran church if the bishop had not transferred three pastors involved in antiapartheid activitiesincluding the Rev. T. Simon Farisanito parishes outside Venda by the end of March. 

A CAMPAIGN AGAINSTU.S. Energy Department proposals to locate a nuclear 
waste burial ground in a key watershed area of North Dakota, Minnesota, and 
Manitoba, Canada, has been joined by The International Coalition (TIC) for Land 
and Water Stewardship in the Red River Valley (see L.S., April 4, p. 24). "It doesn't 
make a lot of sense to the coalition to be thinking of sites in the Red River Valley," 
TIC President Lance Yohe, Perley, Minn., a pastor of the American Lutheran 
Church, told the Minneapolis Star and Tribune. He was referring to the abundance 
of water in the area and the potential for contamination over the 10,000-year-life 
of high-level radioactive waste. Two of the three primary sites in Minnesota se 
lected by the U.S. Energy Department are in the valley, which drains into Lake 
Winnipeg in Manitoba. 

THE NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRS throughout the 20th century is "far 
higher than... hitherto imagined," said Dr. David B. Barrett in the January issue 

of the International Bulletin of Missionary Research. Barret, research officer for 
the Anglican Consultative Council and the Lambeth Conference, reported that 
35.600 Christians worldwide underwent "the ultimate test of commitment" in 1900, 
and by 1980 the number of Christian martyrs increased to 270,000. He predicted 
that a half-million persons will lose their lives for Christ as a result of human 
hostility by the year 2000. Said Barrett: "Pentecostal theologian W. J. Hollenweger 
was right when he once wrote: 'vangelism is the most dangerous business. 
BIBLES IN SEVEN NEW LANGUAGES were published last year, bringing the 
total to 293, according to figures compiled by the United Bible Societies, based 
in Stuttgart, Federal Republic of Germany. The seven languages, spoken by 6.5 
million people, are: Mundang, spoken in Cameroon; Bokyi, used in Nigeria; Man 
ipuri, a language of India; Tiddim Chin, used in Burma; the Toaripi language of 
Papua New Guinea; Haitian; and Navajo, spoken by Native Americans. New 
Testaments now are written in 618 languages, an increase of 31 over last year, 
while languages with a portion of the Bible currently number 918, an increase of 
40 over the 1984 total. 

cONTROVERSY erupted in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh over Bish 
op Anthony Bevilacqua's order that women be excluded from taking part in tra 
ditional Holy Thursday foot-washing rituals. According to an Associated Press 
report, other Roman Catholic bishops in the United States allow women to par 
ticipate in the ceremony. After objections from groups that called the edict sexist, 
the bishop declined to withdraw his order for the 911,000 parishioners in the 
dioceseor 48% of the area's population--but issued a pastoral letter indicating 
parishes had the option to use "other gestures" to symbolize Christian service, 
with forms that could include women as well as men. A spokesperson for the 
diocese said that in past years many parishes used the washing of members' 
hands, which was permissible since liturgical instructions "don't deal with it." 
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Conference focuses on hope amid farm e Providing hope to people directly 
affected by the rural crisis was a com 
mon theme at the fifth annual Rural 
Ministry Conference, held March 9-11 
at Wartburg Seminary. Dubuque, lowa. 

More than 150 clergy and lay peo ple attended the conference on "Farm 
ing and the American Way of Life" to 
find help in meeting the challenges pre 
sented by the rural crisis. 

In his keynote address, Rep. Steve 
Gunderson of Wisconsin's Third 
Congressional District called upon the 
church to "provide hope and care dur 
ing this transition in American agri 
culture." 

The church needs to bring a vi 
sion of hope for the future" Gunderson 
said. "The church needs to be an op 
timist on the fate of rural America." 

But Gunderson also cautioned the 
church not to provide a "false and dis 
honest hope" to suffering people. 

Dr. M. L. (Bud) Christenson, as 
sistant to the bishop of the American 
Lutheran Church's (ALC) Central Dis 
trict, teflected on the changes in rural 
life. 

Price of transition 
"There is a crisis in America today, 

and the farm crisis is only one part of 
it. I am an angry old man," Christenson 
said, "especially after talking to the 
farmers and pastors out there who are 
suffering in this disaster called the farm 
crisis. We can see the price of this tran 
sition in their faces. 

Christenson called on the church 

to participate in farmers' struggles, not 
only to strengthen faith and give hope 
but also to become advocates for them. 

Four international students doing 
graduate work at the seminary provid 
ed another perspective. They stressed. 
communitywide and national respon 
sibility to bring hope and help to rural 
crisis victims. 

The Rev. Debela Birri of Ethiopia 
commented on the differences between 
the United States and Africa. "The 
problem of surplus crops in America is 
a contradiction to us in Africa. In Af 

rica, the problem is poverty. In Amer 
ica, the problem is affluence." 

The Rev. Julius Mtuleni of Namibia 

added, "We do not speak of farming 
for a profit, but of farming for life." 
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Hope in rural America 
Participants in the fifth annual Rural Ministry Conference, held at Wartburg Semr 
buque, lowa, gather around Congressman Steve Gunderson to discuss his kevnole 
Gunderson challenged the church to bring hope and vision to those affected by t: 
crisis. 

Dr. Joseph Sittler, noted Lutheran 
theologian, challenged the church to 
make people aware of their relationship 
to the land. 

The Lutheran church has never 

developed a theology or doctrine of the 
land or its usage" Sittler said, "So far, 

Grant requests from rural America 
will receive special attention from the 
Development Assistance Program of 
the American Lutheran Church (ALC) 
this year. At a March 1 meeting, the 
Development Assistance Program 
(DAP) committee approved 11 rural 
projects, including a rural voter edu 
cation project in southeastern Minne 
sota, support centers for rural people 
in South Dakota, and a farmer-creditor 
mediation service in lowa. 

Rural grants to receive 
special attention from DAP 

DAP, administered by the ALC' 
Office of Church in Society, provides 
funds for groups at the margins of so 
cietal power and focuses particularly 
on projects that help community 
groups help themselves. 

we have only dealt with the rippe 
waves oflife; we have not yet dza 
the greater current that lies beraE 
struggles today in rural Ameria 

Rural crisis projects will receive 
$58,700 out of $ 174.625 distributed in 
this funding period. Grant allocations 
range from $1000 to $5000 and are 

This report was taken from a story wnt 
Paul Coen, Randy Drollman, and Ezae 
Foster, students at Wartburg Serminary 

distributed three times each 

DAP's grants budget for l9 
$540,000. 

CharlesP. Lutz. director ol 

fice, said the next two rounds 

cations should result in a 1980 

that doubles the rural crisis 

granted in 1985. Lutz said that 
major American denominatiO 

ALC has the highest proportion 

people in its constituency-be 

12% and 15%. 

The 11 grants approved in 

respond directly to "immedialk 

nomic distress," Lutz said. 
Other 

crisis projects funded are: a 
mgjor 

lerence in South Dakota, a larm) 

preservation project in North 

spiritual retreats for rural 

lowa, a land and 
water 

stewa 

project, and a rural life/larme 

Cale 
program in northern Minte 



ife-mission board asks for funds, 
upport for work on rural issues 

The current 
rural crisis is compa-

le to the declared "urban crisis" of 

late 1960s, according to the board 

the Division for Life and Mission in 

e Congregation (DLMC) of the 

merican Lutheran Church (ALC). 

AL its March 6-9 meeting, the 

card requested a similar declaration 

d funding for the rural situation from 
ALC Church Council. 

The action asks that a coordinat 

g Committee for rural concerns be es 

ished, since "the rural crisis is of 

h magnitude and complexity as to 
ouire the numerous skills of a num 

erof divisions of the church." 

Similar language was used in 1968 

hen the church established a coordi 

ting committee for the urban crisis 

d funded its work. That action led to 
e fund now called the Development 

ASistance Program, which works with 
oh rural and urban projects that build 
ommunity. 

The resolution also requests fund 
"'similar in value" to the $500,000 
signated for the urban crisis in the 

969 budget. 

Uleblood of church 
Dr. Paul A. Hanson, director of 

DLMC, 1old the board that 'the chang 
g lace of rural America, while per 

haps not as dramatic, is no less a crisis 
than the urban situation." 

Hanson added, "Rural churches 
and rural communities have been the 
lifeblood of this church, although we 
have not always acknowledged our 
debt to them. When they disappear, 
things will never be the same again, and 
the loss will be permanent." 

"The church is not the state" Han 
Son said, "and cannot solve the situa 
tion alone, but we can take a meaning 
ful stand identifying with the struggle 
of rural people." 

Cooperative projects 
Portions of the board meeting 

were held jointly with its counterpart 
in the Lutheran Church in America. 
The two church bodies are working 
with the Association of Evangelical Lu 
theran Churches to form a new Lu 
theran church. 

At the joint meeting, it was re 
ported that although the new church is 
still two years away, more than 50 co 
operative projects related to congre 
gational life are already a normal part 
of the church bodies' work. 

Cooperative work includes parish 
education, worship, youth ministry, 
evangelism, social ministry, steward 
ship, and parish development. 

Students from Luther (Decorah) and Wartburg 
Waverly) colleges, both affiliated with the American 
Lutheran Church, will join other college and university 
Siudents across lowa to sponsor benefit runs Saturday, 

May 3, to help children of lowa 
farmers attend college. 

The "Run for the State of Farm 
ers" was proposed by Michael Pe 

terson, president of the Luther Col 
lege Student Association. 

Peterson says, "I suggested the 
idea because I felt that student gov. 
ernment at Luther and other col 
leges should address concerns be 

ehael Peterson yond the boundaries of the campus. 
"This is simply a way that col 

estudents in lowa can do something to ease the plight 
dt struggling farmers." 

Events sponsored in 1985 by the 
three uniting churches, along with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada, included a celebration of 
Bach's 300th birthday and conferences 
for professionals in education and 
youth ministry and for seminary pro 
fessors of Christian education. 

The money raised through entry fees and donor 

ALC board actions 

At its separate meeting, the ALC 
board: 

" endorsed a proposal for a con 
gregational education and support 
group project concerning chemical 
health; 

Students run to aid furm kids 

" recommended continued dialog 
with the Lutheran General Health Care 

System in Chicago to explore "whol 
istic health care, preventive medicine, 
and the spiritual and communal di 
mensions of healing'": 

" endorsed Luther League rec 
ommendations for changes in the con 
stitution of the new Lutheran church 
that better define the role and position 
of the proposed youth organization; 
and 

urged the ALC to establish a 
"meaningful observance" of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. national holiday. 
The board also endorsed and sent to 
the ALC Church Council a resolution 
from the national Luther League board 
to make the day a holiday for ALC na 
tional offices. 

pledges will establish a loan fund to be administered by 
the lowa College Aid Commission. Children of lowa 
farmers will be eligible for interest-free loans if they wish 
to attend an lowa college or university and show finan 
cial need. Academic performance will be considered. 

The 5- and 10-kilometer races will be held in De 
corah, Des Moines, Waverly, Sioux City, Clinton, and 
Sioux Center. The sponsors are students at Luther, Wart 
burg, Drake, Grand View, Central, Simpson, Mount St. 
Clare, Clinton Community, Westmar, Briar Cliff, and 
Dordt. 

Additional races may be held if students from other 
schools offer their support. 

Peterson is contacting student governments 
throughout the Midwest to coordinate a fundraiser for 
farm youth in other states. Corporations or individuals 
who wish to be sponsors in lowa's May 3 races may write 
to Michael Peterson, Luther College, Decorah, IA 52101, 
or call (319) 387-2969 or 387-1 330. 
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Academy 
accents 
Lutheran 
tithing 

Is tithing for Lutherans? 
The question drew 160 persons 

most from the Twin Cities area, but 
some from as far away as Jamestown, 

N.D., and Milwaukee, Wis., for a con 
ference sponsored by the Academy for 
Christian Stewardship (ACS), com 
prised of Lutheran clergy and laity from 
the Twin Cities area. 

According to Paul Gilje, ACS ex 
ecutive director and member of Prince 
of Peace Lutheran Church, Burnsville, 
Minn., a congregation of the American 
Lutheran Church, the conferences "of 
fer inspiration, education, and practical 
helps for stewardship" and have in 
volved about 100 of the 350 Lutheran 
congregations in the seven-county area. 

Speakers at the March 8 event at 
Concordia College, St. Paul, includeda 
seminary professor, a parish pastor, and 
a Canadian minister, while various lay 
persons delivered vignettes on the ef 
fects of tithing in their lives. 

Benchmark for giving 
The tithe, or return of 10% of a 

person's financial resources to the 
Lord, generally is recognized as the 
"benchmark" for giving, according to 
Dr. Walter C. Sundberg J., assistant 
professor of church history at Luther 
Northwestern Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minn."But,'" he noted, "Lutherans give 
only about 2% of annual income to the 
work of the church." 

"While the New Testament is si 
lent about the tithe as a measure of 
stewardship," he said, "it still empha 
sizes stewardship" and he noted the 
parables of Jesus and Paul's exhorta 
tions to early Christians for liberal sup 
port of new congregations. 

Sundberg called stewardship "the 
one concept donated to theology by 
Americans." He continued, "In fact, 
the Germans, who are the source of 
much Lutheran theology, don't even 
have a satisfactory word for it.'" The 
notion that we are God's stewards is a 

startling idea in theology, he said. 
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Walter Sundberg Stephen Knudsen 

One parish pastor who led his con 
gregation into tithing presented the his 
tory of how the congregation's annual 
budget increased from $240,000 to 
$500,000 in just three years (see L.S., 
May 17, 1985, pp. &-10). 

The Rev. Stephen Knudsen, pastor 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Aber 
deen, S.D., had been seeking an answer 
to the congregation's dream of raising 
$100,000 during its 125th-anniversary 
celebration-to be used in overseas and 
U.S. mission work. He wondered what 

would happen if Bethlehem Church 
members became tithers. Using salary 
estimates and rough calculations, he 
predicted they could generate at least 
$1.5 million per year in gifts. 

Although not a tither himself at 
the time, Knudsen said, "I cannot recall 
ever thinking that a tithe was some 
thing I shouldn't consider." His father, 
an ALC pastor, had been a tither. 
"But,'" said the younger Knudsen, 
"there was always something coming 
up as a reason not to tithe-kids going 
to college, impending retirement, and 
the like." Yet, he determined the issue 
was not "can we or can't we tithe'" but 
rather will we or won't we tithe." 

Faith Walk supported 
He and another member agreed to 

start tithing and asked 19 other mem 
bers of the church to join them. Sixteen 
did. Eventually, 131 members agreed 
to tithe for two years as part of the 
"Second Century aith Walk." Another. 
225 giving units of the church signifi 
cantly altered personal giving patterns 
by doubling their giving or setting a 
larger percentage of income aside for 
giving. Eventually, 50% of the church's 
giving units were involved in the con 
gregation's new emphasis. 

The congregation made a 
$100,000 centennial gift to the ALC, 
fully subscribed its budget, retired its 

debt, and deposited anothe in the bank for eventual usei Knudsen, who is a mission: for the ALC's Commitment Program, reflected upon 
ence and asked academy "What if-the ALC's 50 Yargesd become tithers?"" He estimc each congregation would 

$3.75 million in annual gift The keynote speaker, D. Smith, senior pastor of the l Church, Toronto, Ontario, t 
ipants tha 
ing is a goa 

Paul Smith 

to star."M 
of the 120 
holds of b 
Church a 
lenged to 
a "faith p 
offering" 
Smith: "tn 
growing in i 
So that we a 

give not only dollars that we dai 
but dollars we don't have yet" 

Smith and his recently dea 
father, who founded the churi 
been successful in the challenge 
ing the 53-year history of the d 
$22 million has been given to 
missions, and the congregata1 
nually gives one-half to two-ti: 
its budget to world missions. 
Smith: "The supreme task 
church is the evangelization d 

world." 

Keep it the main thing 
He emphasized that the ch 

"main thing is to keep the main o 
the main thing." He urged eachd 

to discover "its main thing" r 
ples Church, it is world mission 

Therefore, the congregation 
weekly during family devotias 

prayer of the church. Sunday s 

and other settings for two 

countries of the world. Smith in 

all the members-from Sunday $ 

youth to shut-ins-in giving to 

missions. 
"The faith promise oflering 

people to meet with God in pray 

ask 'How are we going to do thi 

said Smith, "The offering is equ 

to giving doMars to God that 

have, to help people I don't 

response to a Master I've neve 
Kenneth E.R 



Holy Week pilgrimage 
from Hollywood 

to Jerusalem 

Over 1000 candles light Jerusalem sand sculpture 

C sets goal of 100 new 
Ongregations and ministries 

Plans start 100 new congrega ns and ministries before Jan. 1, 
o, Were approved by the national 

Drd of the American Lutheran urch (ALC) Division for Service and Rsion in America (DSMA) when it in Minneapolis, March 14-16. Ihe goal was announced by Dr. 
Dergquist, executive director of 

dvision, who said, "We are doing ing heroic, nothing spectacular, ywhat the church expects of us: ng right up to the end of the pres Church structure. 
aty in March by the bishops of the 

Over 3000 persons dally viewed symbol of unity, rebuilding 
A sand sculpture of Jerusalem sponsored by Hope Lutheran 
Church (ALC) Hollywood, Calif.-received international media cov 
erage during Holy Week. "The sculpture incorporated symbols of all 
faiths in Jerusalem and symbolized peace and unity among all peo 
ple," said Pastor Mark Rasbach, who preached his Easter sermon 
from the 18-foot-high, 150-ton structure-record measurements for 
sand sculptures built away from the beach. Hope Church planned 
the sculpture to help the 160 members raise through the lighting 
of candles and planting of trees in the Holy Land $500,000 for the 
congregation's nearly finished building, located behind the sand 
sculpture. It will replace a structure destroyed by arson three years 
ago. World-famous sand sculptor Todd Vander Pluym ll, whose wife, 
Leonor, received her early spiritual training at Hope Church, built the 
city of sand in nine days with the help of 80 volunteers. USA Today, 
ABC News, the 700 Club, a Brazilian TV station, a West German 
magazine, the Smithsonian Institution, and photographers from more 
than 40 countries covered the event. 

ne proposal had been approved 

ALC's 19 districts and the presiding 
bishop's cabinet. 

Funding for the new ministries will 
come from five sources: the DSMA's 

1986-87 budgets; $250,000 of unused 
United Mission Appeal funds; 
$308,000 in the division's reserve fund; 
the ongoing Mission Partners program; 
and the Commitment to Mission cam 

paign, which is expected to yield $30 

million for new congregational minis 

tries and the Church Extension Fund. 

Other DSMA goals 
Three other goals were outlined by 

Bergquist: further development of the 

Mission Partners program, evaluation 
of all ministries initiated since the 
DSMA began its work in 1974, and 
continuing emphasis on development 
of Lutheran Social Service Systems and 
social ministry programs. 

Evaluation of existing ministries is 
vital, Bergquist said, "so they can be 
handed over to the new church in good 
order." Ninety percent of the ministries 
are making satisfactory progress, he es 
timated. Of the remaining 10%, 
Bergquist said, some should be discon 
tinued because they are not feasible, 
and others have not or will not reach 

self-support status but are so essential 
they must be maintained. 

Bergquist also was elected unani 
mously to another term as executive di 
rector by the board. 
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Call for military chaplaincy 
reform draws mixed responses 

An open letter from Lutheran 
peace activists and about 150 Lutheran 
leaders, urging the proposed new Lu 
theran church to reshape its military 
chaplaincy (see L.S.. March 21. p. 35), 
has drawn varied reactions from 
church members both in and out of the 
military service. 

The letter encourages the new 
church body to "'renmove the uniforms, 
rank, accountability to military com 
mand, and the paycheck drawn from 
the Department of Defense" that tend 
to '"compromise" the military chaplain 
cy. 

Brig. Gen. Paul O. Forsberg, for 
mer deputy chief of chaplains in the 
army and a pastor of the American Lu 
theran Church, said that "if the church 
wants to influence the military, it 
should have more pastors within the 
military, not try to influence [it) from 
without." 

The letter not only calls for a ci 
vilian chaplaincy, but challenges mili 
tary chaplains to "break the silence 
with a clear word against weapons 
of mass destruction." The "Mandate 
for Peacemaking." adopted by the ALC 
in its 1982 general convention, simi 
larly declares that "any use of weapons 

German clerg: 
No weddings 
in uniform' 

West German Defense Min 
ister Manfred Woerner eriticized 
two pastors of the Evangelical 
Church in West Germanycom 
prised of United, Reformed, and 
Lutheran traditions--who re 
fused to officiate in Bremen at 
the wedding of a soldier in uni 
form. 

The pastors said they could 
not reconcile such a wedding 
with their consciences. Woerner 
called it "an example of discrim 
ination against men belonging to 
the armed forces.'" The West 

German Defense Ministry said a 
similar case had occurred earlier 
in Duisburg. 
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of mass destruction is immoral on the 

basis of the criteria for waging a just 

war" 
According to former U.S. Air 

Force chaplain Arthur A. Preisinger, 

preaching such a doctrine from the pul 

pit "would be very difficult" for a mil 
itary chaplain. Preisinger, now director 
of the Lutheran Institute for Religious 
Studies, Seguin, Tex., said that preach 
ing refusal to deploy nuclear weapons 
would result in a chaplain's "not ad 
vancing very far or increasing in rank." 

He added: "Part of the problem 
for a chaplain is the system's move-up 
or-out structure. You have to play the 
advancement game if you're going to 
stay in the system." Preisinger, who ad 
vocates a civilian chaplaincy and signed 
the letter, served in active and reserve 
service between 1959 and 1971. 

Others among the nearly 150 sign 
ers are Dr. L. David Brown, bishop of 
the ALC's lowa District; Dr. Lowell O. 
Erdahl, bishop of the ALC's South 
eastern Minnesota District; and Dr. 
Fred W. Meuser, president of Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. 

Said Erdahl: "1 think Christian 
military chaplains have a great respon 
sibility to help men and women in the 

Two Lutheran churches near Dal 
ton, Minn., including one of the Amer 
ican Lutheran Church, were destroyed 
by fire the evening of March 23. An 18 
year-old Dalton man was charged the 
next day with two counts of second 
degree arson, according to the Min 
neapolis Star and Tribune. Each count 
is punishable by a maximum of 10 years 
in prison and a $10,000 fine. 

Evidence discovered 
The first fire broke out at Sarps 

borg Lutheran Church at 10:45 P.M., 
and as fire fighters extinguished the 
blaze, they spotted Ten Mile Lake Lu 
theran Church (ALC) burning. The 
wooden churches, which had been 
built at the turn of the century, burned 
to the ground. 

military to be faithful 

Ten Mile Lake Church, which was 

and examples of Jesus, ven means counseling ihem to dit ders to participate in unjust w But the Rev. Bertram C.c assistant executive director oi, theran Council's division of ser military personnel in Washi. g D.C.. which oversees U.s. W chaplains, said in a prepared ment: We do not feel that 
chaplains are i inhibited int the praa 

Arson charges filed after two 
Lutheran churches are destroyed 

of the gospel or in representing sition of their church bodies" 

Lutheran role significant 
Lutherarns have a particular in the discussion because 177 or 

clergy in the three uniting chur 
jes serve as military chaplains, h 
dition, the air force chief of cha 
the deputy chiefs of chaplains i 
army and navy, and the chief che 
of the marines are all Lutherans 

The Rev. Edwin L. Bersagl. 
rector of the ALC's Office of Sug in 
to Ministries, which overseesthe o 
istry of ALC chaplains, said, "1 á a 
have the same objections to a milz th 
chaplaincy. I see it as the federal p 
ernment recognizing that people. 
military service have needs, and a 
government has taken on the resgr 
sibility of addressing those total ned 
including the spiritual." 

built in 1886, was located near lrs 

state Highway 94 and was a la 
mark-a church built on a hill and 

ible for many miles. "Part of whyit 

fire] is so shocking is because that 

age is now gone." said Pam Brunle 
county historical museum archi 

The Ten Mile Lake congregation. 

ganized in 1869, was the first Luts 
church in Otter Tail County. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
The Church Council of the American 

Luheran 
Cht 

sponsible for nominating three persons to the 1986 Ca 

tion lor clection by the General Convcntion 
Board of Trustees of the American Lutheran Churcn 

The lerm of membership on the Board of Traseg stl 

six ycars (1986-1992) or lor that portion of the 
elapses prior to the lormation of a new Lutheran 

Recommendations should be sent t 

Ir. Assistant to the Presiding Bishop. 422 S Fih S 
Mo 

MN 55415, who will transmit al 

lo the Rey 
Mors A 

recommendations A 

Council Nominating Committee. Reco 
ccommendations 

by April 30, 1986, and include the (lowing 
inlormao 

person recommended: name, mailing address, coe 

C 

he/she holds membership, agc, education. church lkade 

Occupation bi on history, community leadership posilions. 

ment cxplaining why the person is being recoram 
lcadcrship position in the American Lutheran Chur 



oard opPOses Separate incorporation 
wOmen's organization in new church 

Separate incorporation of the 

mens organization of the new Evan 

dical L Lutheran Church in America 

s opposed at the March 6-8 meeting 
the American Lutheran Church's 

1O Board for Life and Mission in 
eCongregation. 

In a 13-6 vote, the board acted to 

request that the neW women's orga 

ation not be separately incorporat 

and requested "that the [ALCI 
Church Council support this resolution 

nd commend it to the Commission for 

New Lutheran Church (CNLC)." 

The proposed constitution of the 
y church calls for a women's orga 

Dion "incorporated, self-supporting 
nancially and manag[ing] its own as 
ets within the policies of this church." 

Another action requested that the 
W women's organization be housed 
the new church's division for con 

egational life, a relationship that par 
Jels the current one of the ALC and 
be American Lutheran Church Wom 
(ALCW), and that the request be 
pported by the ALC Church Council 
nd commended to the CNLC. 

Could structure be changed? 
Chairperson Gordon Day, Wa 

autosa, Wis., emphasized the view 
ht the board's "relationship with the 
ALCW has been positive and suppor ve" He continued, "My impression is bat the board is seeking clarity on the 

ncaning of the present design. On the 
oint of incorporation, how are we to 

nderstand what it means? Does it 
nake the structure unchangeable?" 

Implications of separate incorpo 
lion seemed symbolic in the board Bembers' thinking on that issue. Kathy erge Stensgaard, Castle Rock, Colo., cwed it as "stepping back in time and Out of the church structure." Incorpo on, in her view, would inhibit the Turch's ability to view 'women as full partners." 

Ihe resolution argues that incor ration would make the new women S rganization "appear to be exclusive 
Separate from the rest of the thurch" in addition to being a separate orporation from the church. Ihe Rev. Josef P. Aalbue, Everett, Wash., said he has perceived the 

women's organization as a benevolent arm of the church," and called 'a trou bling assumption" the idea that "We raise the money, so we will control the money" 
Representatives of ALCW have 

worked together with women of the joining Lutheran churches as a Joint Women's Planning Committee, formu lating plans for the new organization. Marlene H. Engstrom, ALCW president, said after the meeting that "Up to now there has been no con 
certed opposition to having the women handle their own funds." Engstrom, 
who is from Edina, Minn., serves with 
16 others on the Joint Women's Plan 
ning Committee. 

Engstrom added, "The rationale of 
our committee has been that incorpo 
ration is the quietest, cleanest, easiest, 

surest way to ensure that 'self-support 
and management' called for in the 
CNLC plans is taken care of, and we 
can get on with the mission of the 
church without continued effort to 
guard the management of those funds." 

Question of accountability 
Bonnie L. Jensen, executive direc 

tor of the ALCW, responded to the ac 
tion: "The women planners from the 
three churches have been unanimous in 
their position that the women's orga 
nization should be directly responsible 
to the church convention and church 
council, not to another board of the 
church. This action by the [life-mis 
sion] board, which would overturn 
three years' work by the women plan 
ners, is exactly the kind of thing we 
want to avoid in the new church." 

From reservation to regionals 

ALC member coaches New Town baske tball team to 19-3 season 
Coach Lauren Satrom (pictured center wearing a sport coat and seated on the bench). a 
member of Bethel Lutheran Church, New Town, N.D., a congregation of the American 
Lutheran Church, relaxed with members of his team after they had won the district class B 
high school basketball tournament in Stanley. The Eagles, who were ranked 9th in the state. 
had eight of their 12 players from the three affiliated tribes of Arikara, Hidatsa, and Mandan 
Indians from the Fort Berthold Reservation. "My experience with Native American youth 
began as an eighth grader when youth and adults from Our Savior Lutheran Church (ALC). 
Page, spent a week at St. Paul's Ojibwa Lutheran Church (ALC), Belcourt, assisting with 
vacation Bible school," he said. "The interaction was a good experience that helped us to 
know Indian youth and how they lived." Satrom, a physical education teacher at the ele 
mentary school level-in only his first year as head coach--reported that his "'super kids" 
lost to Hazen 64-56 in the regional tournament. 
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Mayo Clinie pathologist: 
Christ did die on cross 

lesus Christ could not have sur 
vived cruci•ixion, as some scholars and 
skeptics have argued, according to a 
pathologist who, with two colleagues, 
recently completed a yearlong study of 
Christ's death. 

"The assumption that Jesus did 
not die on the cross appears to be at 
odds with modern medical knowl 
edge," said Dr. William Edwards of the 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., in a sto 
ry by USA Today. Edwards said he 
hoped the report rebuts suggestions 
that Jesus was in a coma when taken 
from the cross and later resuscitated, 
thus "explaining" his resurrection. 

Edwards' report in the Journal of 
American Medical! Association sug 

ALC pastor comnposes, records album 

gests Jesus probably died of shock. 

blood loss, exhaustion, suffocation, 

and heart failure just hours after being 

nailed to the cross. Crucifixion was de 

signed, however, to torture the victim 

for up to four days, he said. 

A quick death 
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"Why did Jesus die so quickly on 

the cross?" Edwards asked. Jesus could 

have been expected to live longer, since 

he was only in his 30s and was healthy 

enough to travel by foot throughout 

Palestine during his ministry, he rea 
soned. 

Songs for those rho hunger 

Weakened from a lack of sleep, 
food, and drink, Jesus was savagely 
beaten and flogged with lead balls on 

The Rey.James G. Johnson, Red Lodge, Mont., a pastor of the American Lutheran Church, 
wrote all 10 songs on the album "The Fathers' Heart," which he recently recorded on the 
8th Day Creations Music label (Box 956, Red Lodge, MT 59068). The title song "is a dialog 
between the heavenly Father and a human father over the death of his litle girl" Johnson 
said, "They both hurt about it, for God knows what it is like to lose a child. And while God 
isn't there to take away all the pain, he is there in the midst of it." Such applications of the 
Christian faith to one's daily lifedone through folk songs with a country flavor-are woven 
throughout the album, which has aired in seven states. Johnson, 32, pastor of Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Red Lodge and Joliet (Mont.) Lutheran Church, who wrote music for 
the 1984 Rocky Mountain District convention, included the theme song from the 1978 ALC 
National Youth Gathering "Servantsong'-in the album. Johnson also has donated the 
proceeds $2500from seven local concerts to the ALC Hunger Appeal. He is pictured 

with his children: Ben, Katie, and Megan. 

leather thongs belore he cruo This led circulatory shoc blood loss, according to Edward That condition, and ihe g ficulty he would have had while hanging on the cros, Cod led to heart failure, he said Fdwards described himselft. 
cent Christian who waned to more about what Christ sufered behalf. "As a pathologist, I wa. F ested in presenting a fairly 2 medical reconstruction surro1 

the death of Jesus," he said. 
Edwards said he analyzei o 

information sources, including the 
Testament, historical accounit . 
data from the alleged burial da ce 
Jesus-the Shroud of Turin. 

There has been a tendenat g 
most romantic1ze the crucifiice c 
disguise the horror of what Chrishe 
through," he said. "Death by cruin 
ion was, in every sense of the 

excruciating." 

Church sehoos: 
accept military 
research grants 

More than 230 colleges an! 
versities, including 12 church-afia 
schools, were conducting researctd 
government military contracts in 
according to a survey by the AncT 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC 

The report, titked "Uncle a 
Goes to School," shows that m 

spending for academic research u 
$1.06 billion in 1984, with grants 
the Department of Defense ad 
partment of Energ. 

Three church-related schok 

the amount of Pentagon contrak 

ceived, were listed in a story by 

gious News Service: Notre 
($383,000), Catholic Univ 
($849,000), and Brigham You 
versity ($627,000). 

Officials of some church sa 

that received military funds S 

that they do not accept 
grants 

sified research. 

One of the projects-higl 

in the AFSC report but no lons 

ducted at the school-invc" 

"Notre Dame scientist [whol Sg 

months investigating the feas 

modeling nuclear blast, fire, an 

effects on cities." 
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The New National Program 
# Property and Liability 
Iasurance Sponsored by the 
American Lutheran Church 

Ofering congregations a wide 
ange of coverages-property, 
ability, crime, boilers, autos, umbrella liability, and workers 
tompensation insurance-with 
pportunities of substantial 
premium savings. 

HUETER. RICHARD G, Menominee MI tuR L, Wausauke WI 54177 (Conmunity) 

Ufering the advice and counsel of Church specialists" professional 
ndependent agents, especially 
Selected to serve your district. 

INGEBRETSON, MARLIN E.Rvan, to Box II8, Thormton IA 50479 (St. Paul) 
IENSEN, GERALD L.Coldwaler OH, to Box 267, Tulelake CA 96134 (Trinity) 
IOHNSON, LEANEL E. Fulton., 1o Box 297. Mount Gilead OH 43338 

KIENBERGER, WALTER E, Spokane WA, to 10759 96th St., Ed monton., Aita., Canada (evt min, St lohn Ev) KIRKEGAARD, PETER G.. 3969 Earlynn Dr., Minnetonka MN 55345. 

LINDAMOOD, CHARLES M.. Center Line, 1o 35110 Division Rd., Richmond MI 48062 (Trinity) 
LOKEN, A. EUGENE, Platle. lo Box 247, Marty SD 57361 (interim) LUNDOUIST, C MARK, Castroville. to R 17 Box 118-A, San An (onio TX 78238 (copastor, Zion). UNDOUIST, ELIZABETH S.Castroville. lo R 12, Box I18-A. San Antono TX 78238 (co-pastor, Z1on) 

LUND 

MCDERMOTT, TIMOTHY P, Ida, to l690 Sterns Rd.. Temperance MI 48182 (co-pastor, St Luke) NYBRO, RICHARD, 5027 Prince \Valiant, San Antonio TX 78218 (AF chap 
OLSON, DANIEL R.C.Villa Park IL. to 1495 Simpson Ave.S. Paul MN 5510o8 
OLSON, LANDIS L. Villard MN, 1o R.6, Decorah IA 5210I (Canoc Ridge Glenwood) 
PHILLIPS, THONMAS A. Delaware. to 2745 Wy. Broad SI., Columbus OH 43204 04 (St lohn) 
PLANZ, IOHN F. Fenton MO, to clo Rey, Wm Planz, Tilonka lA 50480 

RAVE, JAMES A,315 Richland Rd, Marion OH 43502 ( RHEA, JERRY L.Dillsboro lN, to 6831 Colerain 45239 (Hopc) 
RUSTAD, IOEL. O. Byron, to R. I, Box 282, Austin MN 55912 (in terim, Red Oak Grove). 

2 (asst. to DP),. 
.Cincinnati OH 

SERSLAND, JOHN P. EIkport, to Box 52, Thor JA 50591 (Trinity. Ullensvang). 
SMITH, EINAR E, Australia, to 35 NE 55th St., Rochester MN 55904 

SVENDSEN, LESLIE G, Minncapolis, to 500 W. Jrd St., Northicld MN 55057 (St John). 
VIGEN, DAVID C.Center City MN, to Box 2254, lowa City IA 52244. WAHL WALTERE. N.. Mols.. to 5278 Red Oak Dr, St. Paul MN 55112 

WERNER, HARRYE I1, Wilson, to 175 Siratlord Rd., Bulfalo NY 14216 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

A Standard of Measurement 
A Standard of Value 

Notice is hereby given as required by Bylaw 6 23.16., that Compas sionate Lord Lutheran Church, Bradenton, Florida, dissolved effective October 31, 1985 
Kathn W. Baerwald, general secretary 

Offering the experience of the 
claims people and underwriters of 
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance 
Company, West Des Moines, lowa 
50265; now insuring nearly 30,000 
churches across the nation. 

For more information, contact: 

American Coverage Administrators 
1010 East Union Street 
Pasadena, California 91106 

Within California 1-818-440-0114 
Outside California 1-800-624-2129 

ALONE I can do a little 

TOGETHER 
6653 of us, from 45 States are 
members of the Martin Luther 
Home Society. 
434 Lutheran Churches from 26 
States are members of the Martin 
Luther Home Society. 

TOGETHER WITH JE^US 
In obedience to our Lord's com 
mand, we the members of the 
Martin Luther Home Society have 
committed ourselves to the 
ministry of helping persons who 
are mentally retarded. 

HIS TOUCH OF LOVE 
Last year we ministered to 743 
persons who are mentally re 
tarded. We ministered to their 
physical, mental, emotional, and 
spiritual needs. 
COME JOIN US 
You become a member of our So 
ciety by contributing $5 (or more) 
in a calendar year. 
Your Church can become a mem 
ber of our Society by sending us an 
offering during the calendar year. 
JOIN US IN BECOMING HIS 

TOUCH OF LOVE to persons 
who are mentally retarded by 
sending your gifts to: 

Martin Luther Home Society 
PO Box 607 
Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 
We are an affiliated agency 
of the American Lutheran Church. 

April 18, 1986-27 



ALC clergy deaths 
The Rev. Russel| W. Schilling, 59, 

Spencer, lowa: born June 11, 1926; died 
Jan. 19, 1986: served parishes in Moville 
(1952-56), Parkersburg (1959-66), Cedar 
Falls (1966-67), and Royal (1967-79). 
lowa: U.S. Air Force chaplain (1956-59); 
on disability since 1982. 

The Rev. John Meling, 86, Dell Rapids, 
S.D.: born May 13, 1899; died March 5, 
1986; served parishes in Glenfield, N.D. 
(1936-38): Martinsdale (1938-39) and Ri 
chey (1939-43), Mont.; and Veblen, S.D. 
(1944-64); as visitation pastor after retiring 
in 1964. 

The Rev. Christian M. Hollensen, 82, 
Woodville, Ohio: born May 28, 1903; died 
March 10, 1986; served parishes in Lindsay 
(1929-33), Alma and Republican City 
(1933-38), Neb.; Cleveland, Ohio (1938 
44); Richmond, Ind. (1944-62); and Car 
rollton and Kilgore, Ohio (1962-69); as vis 
itation pastor after retiring in 1969. 

The Rev. T. E. Moen, 95, Northfield, 
Minn.: born Sept. 23, 1890; died March 12, 
1986; served parishes in Garden Valley and 
Banks, N.D. (1920-24); Frederick, S.D. 
(1924-28); Kasson and Owatonna (1928 
56) and Madelia (1956-58), Minn.; Engle 

vale, N.D. (1958-60); as visitation pastor, 
Granite Falls, Minn. (1960-66); as interim 
and visitation pastor after retiring in 1966. 

" A large amount of nontaxable income. 

ARE YOU 83 YEARS OLD? 

HOW? With a Charitable Gift Annuity! 

If so, a Life-Income Program available through The ALC Foundation Office wil 
bring: 

A guaranteed rate of return of 10.6% annually. 

YES 

" An immediate tax deduction of 59% of the contract amount. 

This means that if you invest $10,000 now, you will receive $1,060 every year for 
life: only a portion of that income will be taxable; and a tax deduction of $5,904 is 
available at once. At your death the value of your annuity will go to benefit the 
work of The ALC in whatever ways you choose. 

that is all there is to it. 

The American Lutheran Church 

| am 

This program could be the special gift you have been considering in memory of 
a loved one. 

The Rev. Henry Fred Oestreich, 83. 
Mansfield, Ohio: born Feb. 5, 1903; died 

March 13, 1986; served parishes in New 
Bedford, Ohio (1928-34); Hanover, Ont. 

(1934 46): Fremont (1946-49), Columbus 
(1949-62), Fort Jennings (1962-66), and 

Bucyrus (1966-72), Ohio; visitation pastor, 
Columbus, Ohio (1972-77); retired in 
1977. 

Name 

The Rev. Paul F. Schnizler, 83, Buffalo, 
N.Y.: born May 15, 1902: died Feb. 20, 
1986; served parishes in Benwood, W. Va. 
(1928-30); Baltimore and Elvaton, Md. 
(1931-42): Ravenna, Ohio (1942-48): 
Greenock, Pa. (1948-51); Rocky Point 
(1951-56) and Port Jefferson Station 
(1951-68), N.Y.: retired in 1968. 

Write to us ... or simply send this coupon to: 

Foundation 

Ltheran Standard. 

422 South 5th St. 

Address 

ie avallable on caseF tape for blind persons. For infor 
director, Ephphatha Ser mation, write: Lawr ices, Box 15167. Minneanolis MN S541 

Minneapolis, MN 

Tell me more about the Gift Annuity. 

DISTRICT EDITION EDITORS: 
David L. Miller (Central): Gerald Gundersen (Eastern): 
Dean Larson (Eastern North Dakota); Joseph Hulterstrum 

(linois); George Hanusa (lowa); David Miller (Michigan): 
John Nýberg (Northern Minnesota): Barbara DeGrole Sorensen (Northern Wisconsin): Philip Falk (North Pa 
cific): Gloria Andrews (Ohio): Margaret Grorud (Rocky 
Mountain);: Robert Binger (South bakota): Harold Mc 
Cullough (SoutheasterH): Mary Mergenthal (Southeast 
en Minnesota); Robert A. Fleischer (Southern): Linda 

Spilde (Southern Wisconsin); Walter Mees Jr. (South Pa 
cilic): Philip Heide (Southwestern Minnesola): Jean 
Schlender (Western North Dakota). 

55415 

-years old 
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D Male O Female 

Phone 

nlwould like to talk with someone from the Foundation. 

Pastor, father 
who fostered 9 
children, dies 

The Rev. Broadus H.D Indianapolis, who, wih his v Edith, reared 98 foster d ters, died March 9 at lhe 2q: 82. 
In addition to the 98 children, the Deals had daughters and twO sons of %% own. Broadus Deal, who h found the Evanston Wesloa Church in Indianapolis, s vived by 10 grandchildra, 

great-grandchildren, and te 
foster daughters. 

One foster daughter 
that the Deals " took trou 
kids into their home, kids nog 
else would consider. And 
raised them in love and tz 
the Bible.!" 

Congregati1 
start worshij 

Christ the Servant Lut 
Church, Las Vegas, Nex, a no 
gregation of the Lutheran Ch 
America, began 10 A.M. Sunda 
vices March 16 at La Petite Aa 

217 Cedarhurst Circle (adjaxet ! 

Green Valley Plaza). Dr. F E 
Hausknecht is pastor-develgge. 

congregation, which will senc 

and southeast Las Vegas and 
of Henderson, Nev. 

Another new LCA cong 

Christ Lutheran Church, Ga 

Ga., will start 11 A.M. Sunday 

April 27 at the Georgia Moutl 

ter, 110 Church St. SE. The Ra 

E. 
Christoffersen. 

Christ Chu 

tor-developer, says the cong 

located in a rapidly grown, 

miles northeast of Atlanta. 

CLASSIFIED 

RATE S5 per word. $90 
minimum 

Preosyet 

dunesc 

lials, 
abbrevialions, 

alphabetcal a ang 

box numbers). 
names of cies and 

slates 

Z. 

telephone numbers 
count as one wordd eact 

WA 98027. 

LOOKING 
FOR NEW 

DIRECTION 

career? 
Deeper 

sointual life? A Ohe 

3 throuah 68. come e lo US 

LUtheran 
Ages 15t Bible 

Insttute. 

Providence 

ret 



oMOURPRESIDING BISHOP 

ght years Iater: 

Still too valuable to lose 
the 

Novemnber 
15. 1977, issue of THE 

ERAN 
STANDARD 

Was entitled "Too Valuable to 

h nefemed. to the already developing rural cri-

ou that crisis is full blown. U.S. farmers and 

dependent on healthy farms-thousands of 

MC members-are losing their farms and 

eS wih devastating regularity. These words 

neardly a decade ago are even more urgent t0-

America's family farms are too valuable to be 

Rut they will be, unless enough people are will. 

o work to keep them. 

Iam convinced that the family farm deserves to 

Iam convinced that the thousands of farm fam 

mho are being forced off the land, and who 

0 stav, ought to be able to stay. I am con 

that all Americans will be the losers if we 

ain policies that require ever larger and larger 
s with fewer and fewer farmers. 

y guess is that no major church body in the 
d States has a higher percentage of farmer 

ership than the American Lutheran Church 
.Thousands of ALC people have left farming 
ingly, because of economic necessity. More will 
-uith a further weakening of family, church, 
ommunity life--unless changes are made. 
ALC people have a special stake in becoming in 
d on farm issues. These are our people who 
lo larm and cannot. These are our congrega 
and communities that face uncertain futures. 

ime to sustain family farms 
the Upper Midwest, where a heavy percent 

AL People live, farming is still overwhelm 
n a lamily scale. There is still time to sustain 

farms if we take seriously our responsibility 
h other and for the society of which we are a 

is important that land ownership be broadly Trouble is on the way when a nation's land is 
ya diminishing number of people. American ture has always bcen based on family farming llis a way to prevent narrow ownership of the 
iproducing capacity of the United States. ommunity stability is badly needed in the States, If a community is to be healthy, it 

needs people who put down roots. Family farming is 
not a short-term proposition. It requires people who 
care about the land and the support services that 
sustain the land. The record indicates that farm fam 

lies generally give stability and health to their com 
munities. 

Agricultural production is high on the family 
farm. The move to larger and larger farms does not 
increase productivity. The cost of production appears 
to give a small economic advantage to large-scale 
farming. But if you take into consideration the huge 
social cost of moving farm and small-town families 

away from their homes and communities, even the 
economic advantage of huge farming units quickly 
disappears. 

Energy-intensive farming 
There is a correlation between farming which 

makes extensive use of huge machines and large 
amounts of energy and the need for fewer farmers. 

In the face of an energy crisis, we cannot continue 
indefinitely on a line which increasingly promotes 
this kind of energy-intensive farming. Social putpose 
argues that energy decisions should be made in a 
manner that sustains family-scale farming. 

Finally, there is the example of European na 
tions. Most, if not all, western European countries 
have concluded that it is in the national interest to 

maintain family farming. They have considered the 
huge costs of moving farmners from the land to the 
city and have concluded that family farms are na 
tional resources. They have, therefore, adopted na 
tional policies that have assured economic viability 
for family farms. That is quite possible to do in the 
United States as well. 

Present U.S. policies give advantage to large 
scale farming. A commitment to maintaining family 
scale farming would produce agricultural policies fa 
vorable to the preservation of family farms. 

In the final analysis, this is a question of values. 
I believe it is time for the American people to decide 

that family farms are too valuable to lose. 
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Confirmation: Coming of 
Dear Ann, 

Hello, sister! I just wanted to 
send you a letter with some 
thoughts in honor of your upcom 
ing confirmation. 

This is a special day. Symboli 
cally, you are being accepted as a 
woman, an adult, in the Lutheran 
church. You are declaring and con 
firming your faith, saying, "I am a 
woman now, not a child any long 
er, and this is what I believe" 

In some ways, a part of us al 
ways remains a child-the part 
that is open to learning, growing, 
being amazed and surprised, and 
enjoying the discovery of new 
things, new people. There are some 
people who will always regard us 
as children. We will always be chil 
dren to be loved and cared about 
(even when we are older!) by our 
parents--and that is not a bad 
thing. 

But at the same time, a wom 
an begins to define herself as an 
independent adult. A woman de 
cides what she believes and is re 
sponsible for standing up for those 
beliefs. A woman decides how she 
will spend her time and energy, 
how she will make a difference in 
the world. She decides, "Yes, this 
is worth doing," or "No, this isn't 
worth doing.'" 

YOUTH ALIVE 

A child relies largely on other 
people to provide direction. A 
woman who has confirmed her 
faith is deciding her own direction, 
making her own choices. Harper 
Lee, in her novel To Kill a Mock 
ingbird, phrased it well: "The one 
thing that doesn't abide by majori 
ty rule is a person's conscience." 

This Sunday, out of all the 
Sundays in your life, your family is 
30-The Lutheran Standard 

by Linda Holzer 

"You are declaring and confirming your faith, saving, 'I am a woman now, n0a longer, and this is what I believe." 

celebrating your decision, your confirmation in the church. There 
will be many other days when you will be called upon to take a stand, to make a confirmation (or a firm 

denial) in an important matter. Friends and family will not always 

"Youth Alive" is a page by, for, and about the youth of the American Lutheran Church. Youth are invited to submit original stories and essays (about 750 words) about their faith and how it relates to their everyday life. Send submissions to: Mich elle Sanden Johlas, THE LUTHERAN STAN DARD, 426 S. Fifth St., Box 1209, Minne apolis, MN 55440. 

ag 

be around to guide you; they n 

not always celebrate your dea 
sions. But you will have the 

ries of this day and your 

afraid. 
Support you and you need not k c 

This is a special and impu 

thing to know: that no matter 

the world turns, you will always 

have yourself and God to rel 

upon. 

last November. 

of 

Linda Holzer is a concert pianist, 
curent 

Working for her master's degree at 

of North Carolina. Her sister, 
Ann, was 

at Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Park 

Ruge 

Lore Lh 



a column of 
editorial opinion 

Only through the 
strength of our 

isen Lord can we 
be salt with 

flavor. .. 

e victorious hymns of Easter Day still ring joy 
yin our ears. Once more we have sung in hearty 
mph, "Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son" 
emore we have journeyed through the Gospel to 
empty tomb and heard the reassuring news, "He 
t here. He has risen." 
Christ has risen! 

THE BACK PAGE 

He has risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
But now, in these days of Easter, we must move 
n the glory of resurrection day and continue our 

Mary pilgrimage. In so doing, I find myself hav 
more in common with those disciples on the way 
Enmaus (Luke 24:13-35) than with the followers 
US who ran with shocking news from the tomb. 
Ihose Emmaus disciples, you recall, were joined 

ne they did not recognize as they walked the 
F miles from Jerusalem. They talked with this 
nger:" and he recounted for them the teaching 
ipture about the Christ. They needed this re 
tr of God's promise amid their confusion. Final 
nen they sat down to eat with him, they began derstand. We read of their traveling compan ie took the bread and blessed, and broke it, ave it to them. And their eyes were opened and 
recognized him!" 

Bngth to live in faith 
We need regular renewal through the preaching 

For the passing of our days in the wake of Eas-

Word and the eating of the sacramental meal. With constant nourishment by Christ's presence e have the strength to live in faith and walk in 

Perhaps this is part of what Pope John Paul Il 

was suggesting recently in a statement about pastoral 
ministry in the church. He cautioned priests against 
overemphasizing the "social aspect" of their ministry 
to the neglect of spiritual discipline. He said priests 
need to encourage lay people for their various types 
of work and service in the temporal spheres of soci 
ety. At the same time, priests should give attention to 
cultivating their own specific responsibilities as 
teachers of the faith and models of prayer, renuncia 
tion, and obedience. 

Personal encounter with Christ 

The pope warned that the spiritual nature of a 
priest's service too often is neglected these days. 
Some pastors suffer, as a result, "from a kind of 
spiritual neglect." This contemporary age, he said, is 
a time when "evangelizing is being contradicted by a 
growing secularization, when spiritual discipline is 
being neglected, when many are losing sight of the 
kingdom of God, when often, even in the pastoral 
ministry, there is a too-exclusive concern for the so 
cial aspect, for temporal aims," rather than clear fo 
cus on reminding Christians of the need for a "rela 
tionship with God" through "a personal encounter 
with the crucified Christ." 

The line between spiritual discipline and social 
concern is not as clear-cut for either clergy or laity 
as Pope John Paul Il seems to suggest. Moreover, the 
pope is speaking out of a specifically Roman Catho 
lic context in relation to priests. But the summons to 
spiritual discipline for pastors and all members of 
congregations is worth our thoughtful attention. 

Just as no Ford or Oldsmobile runs well on an 
empty gas tank, so no Christian can confess a hearty 
faith and hold abiding hope without regular renewal 
in the promises of our Lord. The danger these days 
is not that we may become "so heavenly minded that 
we're no earthly good." Instead, we need to resist 
the temptation of being so earthly preoccupied with 
our own interests and wants that we forget our call 
ing as "salt"" and "light" in a dying world. Yet only 
through the strength of our risen Lord can we be 
salt with flavor and light with power. 

Christ has risen! 
He has risen, indeed. Alleluia 

Lowell Almen 
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Flexible Life Insurance That Bend 
Without Breaking Your Budget. 

A baby. 
A new home. 
Starting your own business. 
Life holds many changes for you. 

Some you can plan for. Others you can't. 
Fortunately, there's an affordable insurance 
plan tha's flexible enough to adjust to these 
changes. It's Horizon, the universal life plan from 
Aid Association for Lutherans (AAL). 

A single Horizon plan lets you change your 
COverage to reflect the changes in your life. So 
you'll avoid the cost and trouble of buying 
additional insurance plans in the future. 

Horizon can even automat 
ically increase the amOunt of 
your insurance protection to 
respond to inflation. And as 
Vour financial circumstances 
change, Horizon lets you 
adjust your coverage and 
premium level. 

HOw the insurance plan 
helps you is only part of the 
story. You also have a spe 
cially trained AAL represent 
ative to help tailor the plan 

to your needs. 
Periodically, and 
at no cOSt to you, 

your Horizon plan 
will be reviewed 

to see if it meets 
your curent needs. 

SMITH 
ASSOC. 

And.thç benefits don't stop 
thete Thrdughyour orizpn plan, you auto 
tnaically become a'menbèr ofAAL, the nation's 
leading fraternal insurace organization. And 
your membership. entitles you to an array of 
special opportuhities, benefits and programs for 
yoAnd your family. 

There's an AAL representat Teady to tell you all about thos 
benefits. 

So talk to your representative write to Aid Association for Lutheras 
Appleton, Wisconsin 54919. 

And find out how Horizon 
affordable flexibility can take care of the 

changing needs in 
your life. 

Aid 
Association 

for Lutherans 
Home Oltce Appleton Wscrss 
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